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PREi^ACE. 


It  «!» fpexbaipBf  txf  little  importanoe  oio  the  public  to  Imow  iihe  iniotives 
iiy  nRhich  lOunreiwen  induoe4  to  .publish  the  Ainuas  iOf  Nj&w  tmd 
IQiiOD  ^Albbbdbbn.    "Co  tiu3  step  I  haxe  not  :heeQ  ded  jeither  t1^  the  so- 
^dtsrlioiiftfrf'nnmexoiwfiiieiidis^-^  the  ea^atatioii.ofemplfimeiitf-nQr 
fsy  'the  vain  (hope  .of  asqnimig  liteiaiy  ifiEune.    Of  .great  intimacy  <wtth 
ditenoy  or  traeoM&c  aoen  I  am-iQjDt  eiiti1lled>to  iboaqt  ;»>*<>f  thejjttofits  .of 
anthorship  Inmaltogother  indepeiideiit.;.*<>andif  ^mity-couldiprompt 
one  to 'imagine  tlhat  i  ipossess  jany/chumjto  .genios  or  learning,  I  am 
meU4nraiveitiiiit:at]rotk.tif.thi8  nature  is  not  )the  field  in  rRhidi  .either 
•of  liheseiCDuld  be  displayed  Iso  adTant^ie.    Jt  is  Ibhe  mieire  offspring 
•of  (diy,  patient,  land'labcnious  veetearch.    9f,  ifhetefore,  .a  oandid  and 
indulgent  public >ah«11.80D8iderit4»  possessing  any  merit-«^that  merit 
•musticonsisti entirety  in  ^e  «tFei\gth -of  .the  evidence  .1^  iwhich  'facts 
•are  suppoited—in  the  accuracy  with  -^whioh  these  are  detailed— and 
in  the  perspicuity  of  the  narrative,  and  of  the  .general  arrangement. 
Though,  for  the  attainment  of  these  ends,  I  can  honestly  affirm  that 
a  iMraeceonrtcdimy  utmost  i^iUties,  ilbave  notithe  presumption  to 
ithinkithot  ajcesderidf  diaseinment  m^not  discoxor  in  my  work 
3nany  idefects  'whiiith  hare  stoaped  :my  ovn  observiation.    If  mistakes, 
xnom,  lomissions,  ..MT'jredundancies,  of  any  kind,  sbflll  berbrougfat  to 
^vieir,  I  hope  II  shall  .not.  be  jeoeduded  .from  common  indulgence. 

iConseiousithat  I  possess  no  claim  tobrigfat  or  eminent  talents 'fcHr 
composition,  iwfaaterer  (I  ^might  have  written  for  my  o^nm  amusement, 
•I  8hould.not;have<  obtruded  upon  the  public  the  fruits,  of  my  labour 
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11  PREFACE. 

if  I  had  considered  them  as  unworthy  of  their  attention.  The  avi- 
dity with  which  the  Statistical  Histories  of  many  counties,  towns, 
corporations,  and  public  institutions,  in  the  united  kingdom,  have 
been  lately  received  by  the  British  public,  affords  convincing  evidence 
that  the  present  age  is  well  qualified  to  appreciate  the  importance  of 
local  narrative.  Such  narratives  are  evidently  calculated  to  gratify 
the  laudable  curiosity  of  the  Antiquary,  and  to  furnish  materials  for 
the  general  Historian.  They  enable  the  latter  to  mark,  with  greater 
precision  than  he  could  otherwise  do,  the  manners  and  customs  of 
different  ages ;  the  peculiar  effects  of  civil,  religious,  and  municipsril 
institutions,  upon  the  characters,  the  opulence,  and  happiness  of  the 
people ;  to  trace  their  influence  in  retarding  or  promoting  the  spirit 
of  liberty  and  independence,  the  progress  of  the  liberal  arts,  and  the 
general  diffusion  of  knowledge.  Without  the  light  derived  from  such 
sources,  it  is  not  easy  to  conceive  how  he  could  refer  the  Tarious 
changes  and  events  which  he  records,  to  their  true  causes,  or  exhibit 
them  in  their  proper  colours,  and  in  their  ji^t  combinations.  K  er- 
roneous or  defective  in  these  respects,  history  might  serve  to  mis- 
lead rather  than  to  guide  the  statesman,  who,  conceiving  human 
nature  to  be  the  same  in  all  ages,  would  regulate  his  political  mea- 
sures, not  by  abstract  and  visionary  theory,  but  by  the  actual  expes 
rience  of  former  times. 

'  Among  merely  local  narratives,  none  can  be  of  more  importance 
in  this  country  than  those  which  describe  the  various  institutions 
which  have  existed  in  our  royal  boroughs,  the  changes  which  have 
occurred  in  them,  the  prosperous  or  adverse  events  that  have  befallen 
them,  and  the  effects  of  their  influence  in  the  state.  Those  boroughs 
may  justly  be  viewed  as  forming  an  integral  part  of  the  British  con- 
stitution, and  as  possessing  considerable  power  in  the  administration 
of  national  affairs.  As  incorporated  bodies  in  general,  they  derive 
their  origin  from  the  bounty  of  the  sovereigns^  who,  impelled  by  gra- 
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titude  for  some  signal  service,  or  actuated  by  political  motives,  first 
bestowed  upon  them  their  respective  constitutions ;  and  afterwards 
confirmed,  and,  in  many  instances,  extended  their  ancient  rights  and 
privileges.  Depending  entirely  upon  the  will  of  the  monarch  for  the 
security  of  the  powers  which  they  had  thus  acquired,  and  for  a  voice, 
by  their  representatives,  in  the  general  councils  of  the  nation,  they 
steadily  supported^  in  their  turrij  the  royal  prerogative.  Thus,  in  the 
more  rude  and  barbarous  ages,  they  became,  in  the  hands  of  the 
crown,  an  useful  and  powerful  counterpoise  to  the  bold  and  ambi« 
tious  usurpations  of  the  restless  Nobles  and  great  Barons  of  the 
kingdom.  Nor  does  their  political  importance  in  the  earliest  periods 
of  their  history  arise  only  from  their  influence  in  enabling  the  sove- 
reign to  preserve  the  internal  peace  of  the  country  and  the  steady 
operation  of  the  law,  by  checking  the  insolence  of  a  turbulent  aristo- 
cracy. It  was  to  them  that  manufactures  and  commerce  owed  their 
origin  and  their  increase ; — in  them  that  literature,  and  the  arts  and 
sciences,  were  first  cultivated  and  cherished ; — and  from  them  that  the 
spirit  of  freedom,  the  blessings  of  order,  civilization,  and  opulence, 
were  gradually  diffused  among  a  servile,  ignorant,  and  unruly  people. 
By  the  accession  of  the  Scottish  kings  to  the  throne  of  England,  the 
regal  power  at  last  acquired  that  predominance  in  the  state  which 
enabled  it  effectually  to  overawe  and  controul  the  haughty  chieftains 
of  the  land,  even  though  it  had  been  deprived  of  the  aid  of  the  royal 
boroughs.  Still,  however,  their  rights  and  privileges  depended 
chiefly  upon  the  pleasure  of  the  sovereign,  and,  of  course,  their  in- 
fluence was  still  in  no  small  degree  subservient  to  his  prerogative. 

By  the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms,  in  the  year  1707,  the  sets  or 
constitutions  of  the  boroughs,  and  all  the  royal  grants  in  their  favour, 
were  ratified,  and  declared  inviolable,  unless  by  legal  forfeiture. 
This  measure,  whilst  it  served  at  once  to  diminish  their  dependence 
on  the  crown,  and  to  engraft  them  more  securely  than  ever  into  the 
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state,  B8  a  di&tiiKit  branch  of  the  British  ooiistittitioni  ^gav^e  a  nte^ 
dbectioh  to  their  political  influence,  and  adapted  it  to  tthe  gretft 
change  iv^hidh,  with  the  progress  ^of  civilization,  wese  gradually 
taking  place  in  the  circomstances  of  the  nation.  The  agricultural 
interest  still  retains  its  proportional  influence  in  the  legislative  body; 
bdt  it  is  ^by  the  burgesses  oifly  that  the  mauu&cturing  and  commer- 
citil  branches  of  lihe  commimity,  the  ^eat  sources  elf  the  dnfluK  of 
wealth  hrto  thfe  kmgdom,  and  consequently  of  Sts  ^andeux  and 
power,  are  properly  represented  in  our  imperial  senate.  While  ana- 
ulufaotures,  navigation,  and  trade  continue  to  flouridh<---and  ^hile 
•fhey  contribute  by -far  the  greatest ; share  -of  tiie  (public. revenui^^  "tihe 
•importance  of  ^these  boroughs  lat&t  be  fdhi  "their  influence,  with 
eveiy  wise  administration,  must  be^considerable;  .and  they mnistrcom^ 
mand  "irotn  ;government  that  ptotection  ^and  encouxagement  whddi 
are  indispensable  ^to^  their  qprosperity. 

If  buchlbe  the  importbnce  of  rc^^  boroi^hs,  Barely '^e  'HiBtory 
of  ABCKDbHK,  which,  in  population,  xank,  and  opulence,  ^is  the  Jdiird 
in  the  ancient  tkingdom  of  Scdiland,  cannot  ifail,  if  well^anthenticaled 
ahd  distinctly  stated,  to  Utttact  its  due^i^hare  of  the  public uttedtion. 

fPhe  tai^k,  however,  of  ^compiling  :a  ^history  of  'this  borough,  >! 
should  moi^  willikigly^have  left  to  any  man  of  better  ^ilitiesliian 
•mine,  'if:peculiar  circumstances -had  mot  occurred  which  incidetf  tally 
brought  underimy  view  many-facts  of  essentkll  importance  in  that 
history-^fttcts  which  none^everhad  anequal  oppoi^uiiity  Of -invesii- 
gating,  and  to  the  labour  of  investigating  which,  few,  I  believe, 
woilld  be  disposed  to  submit. 

About  6ix  yeans  «igo,  I  was  employed,  by  the  town  ^council 'Of 
Aberdeen,  at  ^  the  recommendittion  of  their  ^present  6le]rk,^tO' compile 
an  alphabetical  index  of  Uie  very  voluminous  records  of  the^borougfa, 
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vfaich^  Igrpcnnissien  oi  the  late  tow»  ^est,  I  kad^  many  y«ars  t>e> 
fivTO)  cuisoriiy  perused  at  a  kisuce  hour.  Tha/d  wevk,  which  com> 
pdled  me  tp-  lead  hf  far  the  ^eeter  part,  of'  diese  records,  i  com- 
pleted  in,  the  spang  of  the  year  I&15.  WM»  the  detaM»  seattexed 
through  these  registers  were  yet  fresh  in  my  memory,  I  formed  the 
xeselulioa  of  coaunoBciBg  the  worit  which  I  now  present  to  the  puh- 
hc  It  was  thea  my  intention  «o>  write  on  a  veiy  limiteii  scaky  aad 
1lo>  statey  aa  coocie^  aa  possible,  in  the  fbrm  of  Annals,  ike  facts  mA 
drcumstaaora-  onfy,^  wl^h  X  had  eoHected  m  the  course-  of  my  re- 
seaardies  into  the-  antiqmties  of  the  town.  Thes^  1  im^ine«3^  night 
h»  regarded  by  raany  ast  curiou^y  and  not  unworthy  c^  notice.  But^ 
m  the  progresBc^  my  khours,  I  fimnd  it  unpossibk  to  make  the  nav- 
rative  distinct,  interesting,  or  satisfSactory  to  mysdf,  without  inter- 
mingling it,  in  some  degree,  with  the  general  history  of  the  countiy. 
Thia  aatucaUy  igaduced  me  to  undertake  new  investigations,  in  the 
coune  of  whochr  I  was  led  tadM  discovery  of  rarions  materials  which 
tended  to  iDostiate  the  ancient  state  of  the  BoKOugh^  aid  to  throv 
JighH  upon  Iht  meaaen  and  custooos  of  its  iahahkants^  and  of  the 
peof^  of  Seodand^  in  former  tismsu  These  I  hare  aceindlngly  ar* 
ranged  to  the  best.of  my  judgment,  carefully  endeavounng-  to  state 
no  uMre  of  our  nationalf  bistoi^  than  what  seemed  indispensably  ne« 
eessaiy  to  hriiig  into  the  fbnn  of  a  connected  narrative,  and  to  ren. 
der  intelligible^  the  oecmrcaces  in  wlndi  the  toim  of  Aberdeen  had 
aeoDsideiaUe  share.* 

With  regard  ta  those  poKtical  dissensions  whic^  haive  oecunred  in 
modem  time^  and  whkh,  1  regret  to  say,  are  not  yet  extinguidoed, 


*  MtBf  djetadwd  iuciii<at»  of  a  doniestie  mture,  Jmperfect  mcouhCb  of  wbicfc  I  tewni  seaMered 
flnnightkeMeniliiofttBtajini,  diMigbAqicaaULiia^  vidipi^HnBt|3r»liei»tTQdnaediii<»»iiMta4 
nanattan,  aaa  jat  of  cucli  ycupaK%aat»  that  tbtig  eonld  not  be  entioely  oreilooked.  The  abort  and 
inoomplete  nqdcea  of  tbeae  whicb  I  bare  been  able  to  collect  I  bare  placed  at  the  end  of  the  iiC* 
ierent  sections,  and  arranged  in  cbronokj^cal  wder. 
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I  have  derived  my  information  chiefly  from  the  Scots  Magazine^  and 
the  various  publications  of  the  day.  This  part  of  the  work  I  have 
been  solicitous  to  execute,  with  as  much  Candour  and  impartiality  as 
a  matter  of  so  deep  importance  to  the  citizens  in  general  required. 

Considering  the  close  vicinity  of  New  and  Old  Aberdeen,  and  the 
intimate  connexion  that  subsisted  between  them  with  respect  to  their 
religious  institutions,  and  also  in  many  political  transactions,  I  found 
that  my  work  would  be  very  incomplete,  even  as  a  local  history,  if 
it  did  not  embrace  whatever  might  deserve  attention,  in  the  an- 
cient and  modem  state  of  that  city.  It  has  thus  ultimately  as- 
sumed the  form  which  induces  me  to  entitle  it  Annals  of  New 
AND  Old  Aberdeen* 

'  Conceiving  Mr.  Amot's  History  of  Edinburgh  to  be  an  excellent 
model  of  local  narrative,  I  have  endeavoured,  in  this  work,  as  far  as 
circumstances  will  admit,  to  follow  his  arrangement ;  and  even  when 
the  similarity  of  incidents  is  striking,  to  adopt  his  manner  of  viewing 
them.  Conscious  of  my  inferiority  to  him  in  acuteness  of  remark, 
and  in  correctness,  beauty,  and  elegance  of  style,  I*- cannot  pre- 
sume to  be  his  equal ;  but  in  the  integrity  of  my  intentions — in  the 
impartiality  of  my  narrations — and  in  the  care  with  which  I  have  at- 
tended to  the  evidence  of  facts,  I  will  yield  to  none.  Of  that  evi- 
dence every  attentive  reader  may  be  fully  competent  to  judge,  be- 
cause I  have  correctly  quoted  my  authorities  in  the  margin,  and 
inserted  at  large,  iii  the  Appendix,  many  of  the  charters,  and  most 
curious  and  important  documents.  Though,  therefore,  it  may  be 
thought  that  I  have  failed  in  my  undertaking,  my  efforts  cannot  be 
entirely  lost ;  for  they  must  serve  at  least  to  suggest  abundant  ma- 
terials to  any  future  and  more  able  historian  of  Aberdeen,  to  lead 
him  to  many  excellent  sources  of  information ;  and,  of  course,  to  fa- 
cilitate and  abridge  his  labour  in  investigating  facts.     As  to  the 
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credibility  of  what  has  been  stated  in  this  work  relating  to  Aberdeen, 
in  the  more  early  periods  of  its  history,  it  has  been  my  endeavour,  ac- 
cording to  the  best  of  my  judgment,  to  reject  whatever  seemed  to 
be  fabulous,  or  liable  to  suspicion,  and  to  collect  only  what  appeared 
to  be  most  authentic  among  the  scanty  gleanings  which  I  was  able 
to  pick  up,  in  the  various  writings  and  ancient  authors  which  have 
fallen  into  my  hands.  To  the  sources  from:  which  these  hints  were 
taken  I  have  noit  failed  to  refer.  The  candid  reader,  therefore, 
will,  I  trust,  sustain  this  as  a  sufficient  apology  for  the  broken  and 
interrupted  narratives  which  unavoidably  occur  in  the  beginning  of 
this  work.  From  the  commencement  of  regular  records,  in  the  year 
1398,  the  registers  of  the  town  council  are  complete,  and  notice, 
more  or  less,  every  important  event  in  which  the  town  was  con- 
cerned. 

Edward  the  I.  of  England,  who,  in  the  course  of  the  years  1296 
and  1303,  was,  with  his  army,  in  Aberdeen,  has  indeed  been  severely 
censured  by  our  national  historians,  for  destroying  all  public  records 
which  he  could  lay  hold  of,  while  he  was  in  possession  of  Scotland ; 
but  either  those  of  Aberdeen  had  been  carefully  concealed,  or  he  had 
been  peculiarly  favourable  to  that  town ;  for  it  does  not  appear  that 
one  public  deed  belonging  to  it  has  been  lost.  The  charters  from 
William  the  Lion,  and  from  Alexander  the  II.  and  III.  are  extant 
to  this  day ;  and  what  other  deeds  of  the  least  importance  could 
have  existed,  at  that  time,  respecting  the  borough,  it  is  impossible  to 
conjecture.  From  William  the  Lion  to  Kobert  the  Bruce,  it  pos- 
sesses as  complete  a  progress  of  writings  as  could  well  be  expected ; 
and  from  the  reign  of  Robert  to  the  present  day  not  a  single  chasm 
is  to  be  found.  What  I  have  affirmed,  on  the  authority  of  such  re- 
cords, and  of  such  deeds,  cannot  rationally  admit  of  a  doubt ;  nor 
can  I  consider  the  information  which  I  have  taken  from  many  other 
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souToefiy  to  which  I  iiiv»riabfy  refer  tfar&ugihi-tibie  wwl^  as  teas  Mi^ 
theniic  tiain  wbat  I  liave  derived  fMdti  the  Aiicfai^^es  of  the  4{>wil 

In  sny  iseavch  for  information,  I  regret  to  say  that  I  have  not  unjh 
foniily  .obtained  tfaaA  cordial  mA  liberal  aid  whiichf  peihsftf^  I  was 
entitled  to  ^expecL  The  motives  cm  which  it  has  heen  witMield  are 
nskii<9wn  to  me;  (Hhey  /may  he  ^od,  and  it  doesfiot  hecoixie  me  to 
complain. 

it  affiords  rae^  howevier^  peculiar  fiaidsfiM:£i0n  id  aokodwle^e  ibhal; 
jaaaj  indoriduate,  wIk)  iiold  jeqMCtable  atadions  in  the  commumtj^ 
luure,  m  the  mut  .hapdwie  mmmert  and  with  the  ^neatest  chieecful*- 
ncM,  &ironred  me  in  this  undertaluiig  wit^  every  eiic0U2i^nieAt  la 
their  power  to  give,  and  with  ready  access  to  every  book  or  .manu^ 
script  in  their  possession,  which  could  throw  light  on  the  objects  of 
my  researdii.  To  mention  fehe  names  of  aU^  and  the  particular  obli- 
gations wfatoh  seadi  of  then  has  ^conferred,  wcaild  «well  this  pre&ce 
to  an  unpardonable  joigth.  But  I  should  be  idtQgethor  without  ex*- 
cme,if  I  shiDiidd  laniitthe  just  tiibute  a£  my  tiuuodss  ^o  afew^  to  whose 
kind  indul^esDcae  I  am  Indebted  for  the  free  and  unxeaeswed  use  jo£ 
many  o(  the  most  dmpoiiant  do(Hmieiits  on  which  my  iiiaxrative 
is  founded. 

To  Mr.  WnxiAttE^CiLBKEGu,  {nesent  toivniKdeik  of  Abevdeeuiand 
custodier  of  lita  records,  and  to  his  wortl^  f ath^^  ALexANB®&  (Usi- 
NEGiE  of  Cod^ston,  who,  during  a  period  cf  more  than  forty  years^ 
filled  these  offikces  with  ecptal  creNlitto  himself  and  satisfiM^tion  to  the 
community,  I  am  under  idie.highest  obligations^  for  fnse  and  constant 
access  to  the  ardiives  and  public  deeds  fif  the  iawn,  land  for  their 
unreserved  permission  to  ttvail  myadf  of  idl  iflaie  infoimatMn  thej 
contain. 
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To  Mr.  W XXLLAK  CcmjLHTir  town  derk  depate,  who  libexftUy  ccan- 
mtuikBted  to  nst  erexj  useftil  inSoTtaaAkm  in  tbe  line  of  fais  viurious 
departanenti^  I  owe  my  warmest  thsoks;  and  no  less  so  to  Mi^. 
William  QnAT,  one  of  tigpe  cleiics  in  the  town  house,  who^  with 
penaisrion,  fliroared  me^  idien  I  wanted  than,  with  the  use  of  every 
book  and  paper  mliBervient  to  mj  purpose; 

I  hare  abo  to  offer  my  best  acknowledgments  to  Collector 
CdtwnzLh,  for  h^immiag  me  with  informi^on  lei^ctnig  the  Excise ; 
and  to  Mr.  hvjAJLr  Comptroller  of  tbe  CuBtoms^.  for  the  handsome 
maaiiet  in  which  he  commmiicKted  to  me'  all  the  informatioa  I 
could  desire  relating  to  the  tnde  and  naingatkn  of  the  piiace.  liTot 
am  I  less  indebted  to  his  and  the  Collector's  Clerks,  for  the  readi- 
Bess  withr  which  they  aided  my  investigatMins;  and  to  Mr.  Biboel, 
Cle^  oi  the  Shnn^  for  the  accurate  accoan*  which  he  ganre  lae  cf 
the  mniiber  of  flhifia  hekmg^  to  the  port  c^  Aberdeen, 


I  ftci  it  iactanbent  i^pon  me  dso  to  adnowledger  with  gratitude 
my  obligations  to  Fbimcifal  Jack,  of  King's  Coil«^fc,  ibr  the  very 
polite  manner  with  which  he  received  my  application  for  an  inspec- 
tion sB  ttw  aRhircaof  the  oadvcrttty,  and  for  the  unreserved  use  of 
ate  hulls^  cfaaiteE8f  and  other  vabiable  pofpers  and  manuscripts  be- 
looging  to  k.  Mc;.  MMSLMtwuLVf.  Uinmma  to  tbe  college,  with  his 
permiutoD,  fiomized  ms^  as  often  as.  I  wanted  them,  with  the  loe  of 
Many  raluabiie'  and  scarce  booka  from  the-  hbraary  of  tbe  university. 

Tttxa  tti  waii«Kript  in  foiao,  wfaidi  appean  to  have  been  written 
1^  an  Episcopal  Cler^^wan  rending  in  Aberdeen,  in  tbe  early  part  of 
Hie  e^hteeulh  «eatinyv  snd  to  Imn  been  compiled  from^  various 
Books  and  M8Sir  then  in  the  Sing's:  odlege,  of  ^vdiich  several  are  now 
eatlauagr  I  hnte  aelseted  many  interesting  particokrSk    Thia  M&  is 
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X  preface; 

preserved  in  the  Advocate's  Library,  in  Edinburgh,  and  Wjas  pointed 
out  to  me  by  Thomas  Thomson,  Esq.  Advocate,  Deputy  Clerk  Be- 
gister,  to  whom  I  am  also  greatly  indebted  for  his  valuable  publica- 
tion of  the  Chamberlain's  Accounts  of  Scotland,  which  he  kindly  sent 
me  in  sheets  from  the  press,  and  which  greatly  added  to  my  stock  of 
information  with  respect  to  the  objects  of  my  enquiry. 

I  have  likewise  availed  myself  not  a  little,  in  my  account  of  reli- 
gious houses  and  other  local  matters,  of  a  MS.  written  by  Mr.  James 
Mann,  sometime  Master  of  the  Poor's  Hospital  in  Aberdeen,  and 
Author  of  the  Notes  of*the  Aberdeen  edition  of  Buchannan's  History 
of  Scotland,  which  was  published  in  the  year  1762. 

It  was  once  my  intention  to  have  embellished  this  work  with  a  few 
engravings  of  the  principal  buildings  in  both  towns ;  but  the  diffi* 
culty,  in  this,  place,  of  procuring  drawings  suitable  to  an  engraver— 
my  great  distance  from  eminent  artists-— and  doubts  respecting  the 
reception  which  my  labours  may  receive  from  the  public,  obliged  me 
to  relinquish  this  design^ 

Well,  indeed,  am  I  aware,  that  in  the  place  where  an  author  has 
spent  his  days,  and  is  universally  known,  his  first  literary  production, 
whatever  may  be  its  merits,  is  not  likely  to  be  much  esteemed.  His 
fame,  if  he  shall  have  the  good  fortune  to  obtain  it,  must  come  from 
afar,  before  his  writings  can  be  duly  appreciated  at  home.  If  this  be 
generally  true,  the  contempt  arising  from  familiarity  wiU  operate  with  • 
double  force,  when  its  object  is  a  local  history,  which  states,  without 
reserve,  the  proceedings  of  the  political  parties  of  the  day.  The 
abuse,  therefore,  with  which  I  was  repeatedly  honoured,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  undertaking,  even  before  the  first  of  these 
sheets  was  prepared  for  the  press,  could  neither  surprise  nor  appal 
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PREFACE.  XI 

me.  The  man  who^  conscious  of  the  strictest  impartiality  in  relating 
facts,  estabhshed  by  the  best  authority,  cannot  view  with  compo- 
sure the  anonymous  productions  of  petty  wits,  who  plume  them- 
selves upon  their  talents  for  raillery  aud  ridicule,  or  set  his  mind 
above  being  affected  by  the  calumnies  of  faction,  is  unfit  to  dis- 
charge his  duty  to  the  public  as  an  annalist. 

<<  Si  qui  sint  in  urbe  sua  hospites  in  patria  sua  peregrina  et  cogni- 
^<  tione  semper  pueri  esse  velint,  sibi  per  me  placeant,  sibi  dor- 
^^  meant,  non  ego  illis  haec  conscripsi,  non  illis  vigilavi." 

CAMBDEK 

AbIBDIIN^  Sd  N0TIMBIB>  1818. 
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The  Ancient  Devana^^Local  Situation  of  Aherdeen^—Etymology — 
Grants  from  King  Gregortf^^Institution  of  Royal  Boroughs — 
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J  Town— 'Reputed  for  curing  Fish. 

L 

Aberdeen,  the  capital  of  the  county  to  which  it  gives  name, 
was,  undoubtedly,  known  to  the  Romans,  in  the  eighth  and  last 
campaign  of  Julius  Agricola,  about  the  84th  year  of  the  Christian 
aera. 

When  the  antiquities  of  North  Britain,  and  past  events,  for  a 
series  of  ages  subsequent  to  this  remote  period,  are  so  much  invol- 
ved in  darkness  and  obscurity,  vain  would  it  be  for  the  attentive 
inquirer  to  look  for  traces  of  the  history  of  Aberdeen ;  nor  have 
any  literary  monuments  been  transmitted,  to  afford  the  least  infor- 
mation upon  the  subject,  for  many  after  ages.. 

B  The 
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2  ANNALS   OF   ABERDEEN. 

A.D.  84.  The  earliest  notice  of  the  local  situation  of  Aberdeen  is  to  be 
found  in  the  Geographical  Work  of  Claudius  Ptolemeus  of  Alex- 
andria, composed  about  the  middle  of  the  second  century.  In  his 
table,  No.  1.  the  position  of  the  town,  distinguished  by  the  name 
of  Devana,*  is  marked  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river  Diva,  or  Dee,  at 
no  great  distance  from  the  influx  of  this  river  into  the  German 
ocean,  at  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  Grampian  hills. 

By  that  appellation,  we  find  it  described  as  the  town  of  the  Tex- 
alor,  who  inhabited  the  district  of  Caledonia  situated  betwixt  the 
river  Dee  and  Buchan-ness,  or  Kinnaird's  Head,  denominated  by 
Ptolemy,  Taizalum  Promontorium.f  In  describing  Britain,  he  un-. 
questionably  derived  his  authority  from  the  Bomans ;  for  they  were 
the  only  civilized  people  who  had  yet  penetrated  so  far  into  the 
island. 

In  the  work  of  Kichard  of  Cirencester,  descriptive  of  the  Roman 
Geography  of  Britain,  which  appears  to  have  been  compiled  in  the 
fourteenth  century,  the  river  Diva,  and  the  town  Devana,  are 
laid  down  in  the  same  manner  as  by  Ptolemy.  Bichard  farther  des- 
cribes it  as  the  chief  town  of  the  Taixali,:]:  who  were  the  inhabitants 

of 


*  Ptolemeus  Geo.  lib.  2.  cap.  3.  t  1.  foL  ed. 

t  Id.  27.  Ferrarius  Diet  voc.  Devana — Diva — Texaloi— Taizalum  Promontorium. 

%  The  Taixali  were  one  of  the  six  warlike  tribes  who  fought  under  Galgacus  the  Caledonian 
chieftain^  in  the  memorable  battle  with  Agricola,  at  the  Grampian  hills.  The  other  tribes  were  the 
Horestii  of  Fife;  Vecturones^  or  Venricones  beyond  the  Taj^  or  in  Perth  and  Angus;  Vacomagi  of 
Mamj,  and  part  of  Inverness ;  and  the  Damni  Albania  and  Attacotti  of  Argyle. 

Tttdim  Vit.  Agricolab  cap.  S9»  50,  95,37.— Ptolemy— Riehsrd*  lib.  1.  c  43.— Fcrrwiut*  Diet— FfnkmoDy 
Tol.  3.  p.  S10.—Whiucre*s  Manchester,  p.  410,418.— Caledonia,  fol.  l.p.63. 

Mr.  Chalmers^  whose  diligent  researches  into  the  antiquities  of  North  Britain  are  so  well  established, 
has,  in  his  Caledonia,  formed  an  hypothesis,  that  the  position  of  the  ancient  Devana  was  at  Norman 
Dykes,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river  Dee,  sixf  miles  above  its  influx  into  the  sea,  because  the  traces 
of  a  Roman  camp  have  been  discovered  there.  But  it  must  readily  occur  to  the  attentive  in- 
quirer^ who  reflects  on  the  local  situations  of  the  present  town  and  Norman  Dykes,  that  no  people, 
whether  in  a  savage  or  civilized  state,  would  have  fixed  a  settlement  at  the  latter  place  in  pre* 
ference  to  the  former,  which  possesses  so  many  superior  advantages.  That  Nomum  .Dykes 
may  have  been  a  Roman  station  we  shall  not  question ;  but,  if  the  Taixali  occupied  any  place 
imder  the  denomination  of  a  town,  Aberdeen  was  certainly  the  spot. — ^This  place  may  also  be 
regarded  as  the  itinerary  station  of  the  Romans.  The  intelligent  Mr.  Whitacre,  in  his  History  of 
Manchester,  and  General  Roy,  in  his  Military  Antiquities,  have  in  some  measure  supported  this  as* 

§  The  distance  IS  about  nine  milM. 
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of  the  sea-coast  of  that  part  of  Caledonia^  which  he  distinguishes  by  a.d.  84. 
tlie  name  of  Vespasiana.  § 

At  the  period  of  the  Boman  invasion,  and  during  the  many  ruder 
ages  which  followed,  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  the  ancient  Devana 
had  the  smallest  resemblance  to  a  modem  town,  or  that  it  was  a 
place  of  regular  or  general  residence.  The  towns  of  the  Caledo- 
nians, after  the  manner  of  uncivilized  nations,  were  generally  exten- 
ded on  the  bank  of  a  river,  having  a  southern  exposure  for  the  re- 
flection of  the  sun,  with  some  local  advantages  for  defence  ;  or  on 
the  border  of  some  forest,  as  much  for  the  convenience  of  hunting, 
and  pasture  for  their  cattle,  as  for  shelter  and  protection  in  the.  hour 
of  danger.  Devana,  in  its  primitive  state,  might  pretty  much  re- 
semble this  description.  The  extensive  forest  of  Stocket,  long  a 
portion  of  the  royal  demesnes,  on  its  west  and  northwest  sides,  pro- 
bably approached  almost  to  the  verge  of  the  hills  on  whkh  the 

B  2  town 


sumption;  although,  from  the  defect  of  local  infonnation,  thejr  have  fallen  into  the  common. error  of 
mistaking  the  Episcopal  seat  of  Aberdeen  for  die  ancient  Aberdon.  In  tracing  the  progress  of  the 
Ronans  madiwad,  the  learned  General  has  fizad  upon  the  town  as  one  of  their  staidons,  and  con- 
ducts the  ninth  iter  of  Richard  aloBg  the  ooast  to  the  Ituaa,  or  Ythan,  as  the  next  itinerary  station. 
On  this  topic  antiquaries  have  been  divided  in  their  opinions ;  and  the  industrious  author  of  Caledo- 
nia* has  adopted  an  hypothesis  very  different  indeed  from  that  of  General  Roy^  chiefly  on  the  ground 
of  his  supposing  that  there  was  no  Ibrdable  pass  of  the  river  Don  near  the  place,  and  that  Ythan, 
being  only  -eleven  miles  distant,  <loes  not  coxxeqpond  with  the  itinerary  distance.  But  we  may  be 
allowed  here  to  mention,  that,  in  ancient  times,  the  efflux  of  the  river  Don  was  withki  fifteen  hundred 
yards  of  the  market  cross  of  Aberdeen,  and  there  it  was  fordable.  The  distance  from  this  to  the 
Ythan  by  the  sands,  being  Ae  nearest  road,  is  nearly  fourteen  miles.  On  the  entry  to  the  town  from 
the  south  there  was  no  difficulty  in  passing  the  river  Dee  a  little  way  below  the  bridge,  at  a  place 
which  has  retained  the  name  <if  the  Fords  fot  many  "benturies.  Frona  diis  pass  to  the  efflux  of  the 
Ythaa  night  be  Mokaned  nearly  aixlecn  Eaglirii  miles.  These eiieoBaatanees,  wetbink,  tend  to  ju«« 
tify  both  Mr.  WhitMre  aad  Goserai  Rey  in  their  hjrpolheBis. 

*  Caledonia,  woL  1.  p.  124. 

f  It  WHS  60  edled,  in  honefur  effhe  Emperor  Vtspamsan,  and  contmued  to  be  a  Roman  province 
for  «bout  ninety  years;  but  was  lost  to  the  Remans  thovnt  the  A.  D.  170,  by  Culphumius,  under 
Mweos  Antoninus.  By  the  Itinerary  of  Richard,  and  the  remains  of  their  encampments,  the  route 
of  the  Roman  army,  under  Severes,  can  be  traced  to  Burgh-head  upon  the  Moray  Frith,  under 
the  name  of  Ptoroton.  The  province  of  VespesiaRa  comprehended  all  the  eastern  and  southern  parts 
of  Scotland,  within  a  line  drawn  from  that  point,  by  Braemar  and  Blair  of  Athol,  to  the  Roman 
Wall  of  Antoninus  Pius. 

Bicbord,  lib.  l.cap.  4S;— 50.— Lib. 2.  cap.l.  6.— Itinsr. 9, 10^— Wbitacre's Mvicliestcr,  p.  J5. 
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4  AVNALS   OF   ABERDEEN. 

A.D.s*.  town  now  stands,  or  perhaps  reached  their  summits;'*^  while  the 
turf-thatched  hovels  were  scattered  along  the  bank  of  the  river  Dee, 
from  the  confluence  of  the  Denburn,  eastward  towards  the  rising 
ground  of  the  Shiprow.  This  stream,  for  many  centuries,  at  low 
tide,  took  an  easterly  direction,  gliding  along  the  Trinity  Friars 
Place :  hence  it  obtained  the  name  of  the  Trinity-burn.  On  reach- 
ing the  Quay-head,  which,  for  ages,  extended  no  farther  than  the 
present  Weigh-house,  it  directed  its  course  along  the  southside  of 
the  town,  where  Virginia-street  is  now  situated,  and  discharged  it- 
self in  the  low  grounds  near  the  foot  of  the  Castlehill,  to  which  place 
the  tide  would  occasionally  flow.  The  stream  continued  to  run  in 
this  direction  till  about  the  year  1648,  when,  by  the  extension  of 
the  Quay  eastward  from  the  Weigh-house  towards  the  village  of 
Futtie,f  the  course  of  the  Denburn  was  turned  directly  into  the 
tideway.:^ 

That  this  was  the  local  situation  of  the  town  in  ancient  times,  is 
confirmed  by  many  authentic  charters  and  pubhc  writings  still  ex- 
tant. From  these,  it  appears  that  the  Green,  and  lower  parts  of  the 
town,  as  far  as  the  head  of  the  Shiprow,  have  the  best  claim  to  consi- 
derable antiquity.  In  process  of  time,  the  town  expanded  itself  gra- 
dually northward,  along  the  rising  ground  of  the  Broadgate  and 

Gallowgate, 


*  The  Author  has  had  occasion  to  see  pretty  large  trunks  of  fallen  oak  timber^  and  deep  strata 
of  peat^  dug  up  in  the  foundations  of  houses^  when  re-building,  in  the  higher  parts  of  the  town. 

t  Council  Register,  voL  51.  p.  76.— VoL  53.  p.  155,  557,  828.— VoL  54.  p.  7. 

X  The  Green,  and  lower  parts  adjacent,  for  a  long  course  of  time,  were  exposed  to  frequent 
inundations  from  the  Denbiun,  arising,  chiefly,  from  the  narrowness  of  the  ardies  ot  the  bridge  ^ 
over  it,  on  the  entry  to  the  town,  and  much  damage  was  often  occasioned  to  the  inhabitants.  In 
1747,  the  old  bridge  was  removed,  and  in  its  place  one  arch,  of  very  neat  wodananship,  was  con« 
structed,  which  still  remains,  forming  an  entry  from  the  south  to  the  lower  part  of  the  town.$^» 
In  the  year  1758,  very  considerable  improvements  were  made,  by  streighting  the  bum,  and  forming 
it  into  cascades,  as  it  runs  at  present  At  the  same  time,  a  public  bleaching-green  was  laid  out  on 
the  west  side  of  the  bmm,  at  the  public  expence,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  inhabitants.  ||  Chl«  . 
nese  bridges  of  conununication  were  also  constructed  over  the  bum,  which  were  both  ornamental 
and  useful ;  but,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  they  were  completely  destroyed,  a  circumstance  not 
uncommon  in  a  populous  town.  The  rising  ground  on  the  west  was  planted  with  wood  and  shrub* 
bery,  about  the  year  1776,  and  has  lately  been  enclosed  and  laid  out  with  some  degree  of  taste,  by 
the  proprietors  of  houses  in  the  vicinity. 

§  CouncU  Register,  toI.  61.  p.  SS?.  ||  Council  Register,  Tpl.  62.  p.  216,  224.-^ VoL  64.  p.  10»  221. 
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Gallowgate,  and  to  the  precincts  of  St.  Nicholas  Church,  till  ai;  length  a.  d.  84-. 
it  occupied  the  summit  of  the  hill  which  forms  the  site  of  the  Castle- 
street.     So  late  as  the  year  1525,  the  area  of  this  street  was  levelled 
and  enclosed  by  a  wall  on  the  south  side,  in  consequence  of  an  or- 
der of  the  Magistrates  and  Town  Council.* 

The  ancient  name  applied  to  the  town  was  Aberdon,  or  Aber- 
doen.  By  both  these  names  it  was  distinguished  in  two  several  char- 
ters granted  by  King  William  the  Lion  to  the  burgesses,  f  In  mo- 
dern times  it  obtained  the  name  of  Aberdene,  and,  lastly,  that  of 
Aberdeen,  by  which  it  is  now  known.  Its  etymology  is  neither 
doubtful  nor  uncertain,  although  some  very  strange  and  absurd  de- 
finitions of  the  etymon  have  been  given.  The  Gaelic  name  is  Obair-  ^ 
readhain,  pronounced  Oberrayn,  signifying  the  town  situated  on  the 
bank  or  space  of  ground  near  the  entrance  of  two  rivers.  This  ap- 
pellation, in  the  opinion  of  the  best  informed  Gaelic  scholars,  is  de- 
rived from  Aber,  a  well-known  Celtic  word,  and  Da-awin,  two  rivers — 
namely,  the  Dee  and  the  Don ;  it  being  an  incontrovertible  fact, 
that  so  late  as  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century,  the  eflBlux  of 
the  latter  was  almost  as  near  the  town  as  that  of  the  former,  although 
it  now  discharges  itself  into  the  sea,  about  a  mile  and  an  half  north- 
ward. This  etymology  is  also  further  confirmed  by  the  latinized 
name,  which  is  invariably  found  to  be  Aber,  or  Abre-donia.  J 

Previous 


*  Council  Register^  toL  11.  p.  592.  t  Archives  of  the  Borough. 

X  Mr.  Maclachlan,  of  King's  College^  whose  acute  researches^  and  valuable  information^  re- 
garding the  Celtic  language^  are  well  known,  has  favoured  the  Author  with  the  following  Note. 

^*  The  Gaelic  Name  for  Aberdeen  is  Obairreadhain,  (pron.  Oberrayn,)  This  vocable,  according 
"  to  some  etymologists,  is  resolved  into  Abair,  (Aber)  the  mouth  of  a  river,  and  Deadkain,  (Dain) 
'^  the  Don.  According  to  others,  it  is  compounded  of  Abair,  (Aber)  the  bank,  or  space  of  ground 
''  near  the  entrance,  and  Da  abkuinn,  (Darwin)  two  rivers,  viz.  the  Dee  and  Don-^-an  analysis 
'*  exactly  descriptive  of  the  local  circumstance." 

In  ancient  records,  the  name  is  found  to  be  variously  spelled-^Aberdoen,  Aberdon,  Abirden, 
Aberdene,  Abyrdene ;  in  modem  times,  invariably  Aberdeen.  On  the  coins  of  David  II.  the  im« 
pression  is  Aberdon. 

In  former  times,  the  river  Don  took  a  southerly  direction  in  tlie  hollow  ground  of  the  Links,  ^ill  it 
reached  the  south  end  of  the  Cunningairehill  ;§  hence  it  directed  its  course  easterly,  almost  at  aright 

§  Wanren  fof  rabbitsi  now  known  by  tbe  name  of  the  BroadbiU. 
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A.D.  S4.  Previous  to  the  time  of  King  Malcolm  III.,  our  national  history 
is  extremely  imperfect,  fabulous,  and  involved  in  obscurity.  Nor 
can  we  trace  from  it  any  material  information  regarding  Aberdeen. 
Some  ancient  authors  relate,  that  Gregory  the  Great,  King  of  Scot- 
land, conferred  upon  the  town  certain  marks  of  royal  distinction,  and 
bestowed  upon  its  church  privileges  and  grants  of  property.*  From 
this  circumstance,  tradition  has  gone  so  far  as  to  assert,  that  Gregory 
had  erected  Aberdeen  into  a  royal  borough.  Little  regard,  however, 
can  be  had  to  such  authorities.  This  monarch,  whose  principal  resi- 
dence was  at  Dunodeer,f  about  twenty-five  miles  north-west  of  Aber- 
deen, may  have  afforded  his  protection  to  the  town,  and  conferred 
benefits  upon  its  church ;  but,  undoubtedly,  no  such  erection  could 
have  taken  place  at  so  remote  a  period :  for  the  institution  of  royal 

boroughs. 


angle  into  the  ocean^  having  a  considerable  portion  of  sandy  hills  betwixt  its  left  bank  and  the  8ea.$ 
Such  was  its  course  in  the  latter  end  of  the  sixteenth  cejitury^  and  here  it  was  fbrdable  at  low  water. 
After  this  period^  it  appears  to  have  taken  a  more  direct  course^  and  so  continued  for  some  time^  when 
it  again  resumed  its  former  bed.  In  Aeyear  1727^  the  proprietors  of  the  salmon^fi^ings^  conceiving 
that  it  might  be  of  importance  to  their  property  to  confine  the  course  of  the  river^  and  divert  H  streight 
from  the  bridge  into  the  sea^  adopted  artificial  means  for  that  purpose^  under  the  direction  of  Or.  James 
Gregory,  then  one  of  the  professors  of  King's  College.  This  had  the  desired  effect.  Jj  The  old  efflux 
of  Don  was  at  the  distance  of  about  fifteen  hundred  yards  ftom  the  maiket*cross  of  Aberdeen.  In 
ancient  times^  a  muscle  and  cockle  bed  was  in  the  nxmth  of  this  river^  of  whidi  mention  is  made  in 
the  record. 

From  thesc^  and  other  circumstances^  one  would  be  apt  to  conjecture^  that^  in  more  ancient  times, 
the  Don  had  continued  its  course  still  further  southward  down  the  hollow  of  the  Links^  till  it  formed 
a  junction  in  the  harbour  with  the  river  Dee^  and  both  would  unite  in  one  efflux  into  the  ocean.-— 
This  conjectiu^  is  greatly  confirmed  by  the  maps  in  the  works  of  Ptolemy  and  Biduod^  in  which 
no  such  river  as  the  Don  is  delineiMied,  nor  even  mentioned  in  their  tables ;  while  the  Diva^  the 
(Dee)  and  Ituna^  (the  Ythan)  in  the  district  of  the  Taixali^  are  particularly  laid  down.  In  the  ear« 
lier  records  of  the  borough,  the  river  Don  is  solely  distinguished  by  the  name  of  Aqua  Borealis.    • 

§  CouBcil  Register,  vol.  28.  p. 567,  461.    Vol.  29»  p.  907.    Revocation  by  King  James  VI.  in  favour  of  the  Cob&> 
munity,  in  the  Archives  of  the  Town. 

K  Proof  ia  the  Case  of  Fraserficid  against  the  IVoprkftors  of  the  Salmon  Fishings  on  the  Nether  Don,  in  the  year  1 795. 

♦  Boctius*  His.  lib.  10.  cap.  75. 

t  Part  of  the  walls  of  the  castle  said  to  have  been  erected  by  Gregory,  and  where  he  died,  J  still 
remains,  the  materials  being  chiefly  composed  of  vitrified,  or,  rather,  volcanic  matter.  Its  name  i« 
derived  from  the  ancient  Celtic  word  Dun-an-diridh,  signifying  the  fort  on  the  acdivity  of  die  hill* 
whidi  is  descriptive  of  its  local  situation.  The  ruins  of  this  ancient  structure  are  duly  preserved  by 
the  proprietor  of  the  lands, 

i  Leslie,  p.  ITS. 
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boroughs,  as  corporations,  was  not  introduced  till  several  centuries  a.d..^6. 
after  his  time ;  nor  was  this  the  aera  for  written  charters  in  North 
Britain.  Although,  however,  the  establishment  of  such  corporations 
was  not  then  known,  yet  there  were  towns  forming  communities,  si- 
tuated within  the  demesnes  of  the  king,  or  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
great  barons  or  churchmen,  whose  patronage  was  piu^chased  by  an- 
nual contributions  from  the  inhabitants.*  These  towns  were  de- 
nominated burgs,  and  their  inhabitants  burgenses,  who  were  under 
the  absolute  controul  of  such  superior  lords,  f  At  tliis  period,  Aber- 
deen was  undoubtedly  under  the  domain  of  the  sovereign,  and  conti- 
nued to  be  so,  which  will  readily  account  for  Gregory  having  be- 
stowed upon  it  particular  marks  of  his  royal  favour. 

At  the  aera  of  the  Norman  conquest,  the  chief  towns  in  England 
were  scarcely  superior  to  the  country  villages  at  the  present  day. 
They  were  neither  incorporated,  nor  regarded  as  a  body  politic,  or 
worthy  of  being  represented  in  the  great  council  of  the  nation.  The 
first  charter  of  King  William  the  Conqueror  to  the  city  of  London,  . 
now  the  metropolis  of  the  British  dominions,  was  merely  a  protec* 
tion.  The  mighty  privilege  conferred  upon  the  citizens  by  the  king 
is,  that  they  shall  be  "  law-worthy^  and  that  they  shall  be  capable  of 
inheritance.''  J 

The  institution  of  royal  boroughs  in  North  Britain  would  seem  to 
have  been  borrowed  from  England.  But  at  what  precise  time  it  was 
introduced  into  Scotland,  cannot  with  any  degree  of  certainty  be 
ascertained.  The  earliest  charters  to  boroughs  were  given  by  King  a.d.  iigj. 
William,  known  by  the  appellation  of  William  the  Lion.§  These, 
however,  are  to  be  considered  rather  as  protections,  or  grants  of  im- 
munities and  particular  privileges  to  the  injiabitants,  than  as  char- 
ters conferring  upon  them  the  rights  of  a  corporation,  with  power  to 

choose  their  own  magistrates. 

Aberdeen 


*  Leges  Burgorum^  cxp.  1. 

t  Glasgow,  St  Andrew's,  and  Brechin,  were  holden  originally  of  their  respective  Bishops.— 

Haddington  held  of  Ada,  widow  of  Prince  Henry;  and  nuuiy  other  boroughs,  of  Lords  of  Regality* 

and  Barons. 

Cftlsdonia,  toI.  1.  p.  776.— CrAwford*8  Fecnge. 

i  DahTmple's  Essays  on  the  Feudal  Law,  p.  S3.  §  Wight,  p.  331. 
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8  AN^NALS    OF    ABERDEEN. 

A.  D^  11 79.  Aberdeen  was  probably  among  the  earliest  of  the  boroughs  found 
entitled  to  any  royal  mark  of  distinction.  King  William,  by  his 
charter,  dated  at  Perth,  granted  and  confirmed  to  his  burgesses  of 
Aberdeen,  and  to  all  burgesses  of  Moray,  and  to  all  his  burgesses  re- 
siding on  the  north  part  of  the  mount,*  power  of  enjoying  their  free 
trade  of  merchandize,  as  they  pleased,  and  when  they  pleased  ;  as 
freely,  quietly,  fully,  and  honourably,  as  their  ancestors  enjoyed  their 
trade,  in  the  time  of  Malcolm,  his  grandfather.!  King  William  after- 
wards granted  to  his  burgesses  of  Aberdeen  two  other  charters, 
whereby  their  goods  and  chattels  were  declared  to  be  exempted  from 
tolls  and  customs  in  all  markets  and  fairs  within  the  kingdom. 
Both  these  charters,  dated  at  Aberdeen,  28th  August,  are  pretty 

much 


•  The  Grampian  Hills. 

+  W.  di  gra  Rex  Scott,  omib^  pB  feoib^  tod^  tre  sue  salut.  Sciant  psentes  &  fuf  j  me  conces- 
sisse  &  hac  Carta  mea  confinnasse  Burgesib^  meis  d  ABdoen.  &  omib^  fiurgesib'  d  Morauia  & 
omib^  Burgensib'  meis  ex  Aqlonali  pte  de  mimth  manetib^  liBu  Ausu  suu  teneda  &  voluerit  & 
q"ndo  voluerit  Ita  libe  &  qete.  plenarie  &  honorifice  sicut  Ancessores  eo]^  tepe  Reg  M  Auj.  mei 
ausU  suu  li^i^  &  honorificeti^  habuerunt  Q^e  phibeo  firmit  Ne  qs  eos  ind  vexet  aut  disturbet  sup 
mea  plenaria  forisfactura  Test^  Andr.  £p5  de  Katenes  Comit.  DuneS.  Justic  GilleBto  Comit  d^* 
Stdhem.  Comit  G.  d  Aneg^  Ricardo  de  MoreuiH:.  CostaB.  Walto  de  Berket.  Cam.  G.  d  Malieuit 
liugoe  Giffard.  Malisio  fire  Comitis.  d  S^th  Apd  Pert. 

Tills  charter  was  probably  granted  in  the  year  1179,  when  King  William  and  his  brotlier  David 
were  advancing  with  an  army  to  Ross^  for  the  purpose  of  quelling  some  disorders  in  that  quarter. 
This  conjecture  is  strongly  supported  by  the  drcumstance  of  the  witnesses^  whose  n^mes  are  men- 
tioned in  the  testing  clause,  holding  public  offices  about  the  time.  They  are  :-*Andrew^  Bishop  of 
Caithness,  who  died  in  the  year  1 185 ;  Dunecan,  or  Duncan,  Earl  of  Fife,  Justiciary  of  Scotland  in 
1165,  who  died  in  1204;  Gilbert,  Earl  of  Strathem,  or  Stradhern;  Gilchrist,  Earl  of  Angus,  one  of 
the*  hostages  for  Eang  William  to  Henry  II.;  Richard  de  Moreville,  High  Constable  of  Scotland  in 
the  reigns  of  King  Malcolm  IV.  and  King  William ;  Walter  de  Berkeley,  Chamberlain  of  Scotland, 
who  succeeded  Nicolas  in  1171 ;  Galfred  de  Malevill;  Hugo  Giffard,  son  of  Hugh  Giffard,  proprie-i 
tor  of  lands  in  Lothian,  and  one  of  the  hostages  for  King  William  to  King  Henry ;  Malisius,  the 
brother  of  the  Earl  of  Strathem. 

Indei  to  Anderson*8  DiplomaCa— Rjmer*s  Fiedera,  toI.  i.  59— Crawford's  Offieen  of  State— -Cbalmcrs* 
Caledonia,  vol.  i.  p.  516. 

No  charters  of  an  earlier  date  to  any  borough  in  Scotland  have  yet  appeared.  Mr.  Wight,  in  his 
treatise  on  elections,  mentions  the  charter  of  the  borough  of  Ayr  ;X  but  it  is  evidently  of  a  later  date, 
having  been  granted  posterior  to  the  year  1202,  in  which  year  Florence,  elect  of  Glasgow^  Chancel* 
lor,  tlie  premier  witness  in  the  testing  dause,  was  appointed  to  that  office.  § 

}  VTigbt,  p.  331.  §  Crawford's  Officers  of  State. 
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ANNALS    OF    ABERDEEN.  9 

much  of  the  same  tenor.     They  have  the  great  seal  of  Scotland,  in  a.d.  1179. 
green  wax,  appended  to  each,  in  a  good  state  of  preservation.* 

From  these  authorities,  and  from  various  circumstances  occurring 
in  history,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  presume,  that  Aberdeen,  at  this 
early  period,  was  comparatively  respectable  as  a  place  of  some  little 
commerce.  In  the  year  1153  it  seems  to  have  been  known  as  such  in 
Norway ;  and,  in  1179,  Esteyn,  one  of  the  joint  kings  of  that  coun- 
try, landed,  and  pillaged  the  town,f  in  the  course  of  a  piratical  cruise 
along  the  British  coast. :[:  But  this  disaster  was  probably  soon  re« 
trieved. 

c  King 


Fide  PUde^  *  Forma  recentior  alterics. 

<'  W.  dj  g?a  Rex  Scott.  Epis.  AtAtib^  Coffi.  Baron^  Justic.  Vicec  ppoTtis.  Minist^s.  &  omib^  pbis 
homib^  tot^  tre  sue  cticis  &  laicis  aait.  Sciant  psentes  &  full  me  in  ppetuu  quietes  ctamftsse  oes 
burgenses  meos  de  Aberdon  a  tobieio  de  ppis  catalt  suis  p  totii  regnu  meii  p  bono  seruicio  qd  ide 
burgenaes  mei  m^  fecerut  £t  ido  uolo  iit  nl)m  p  regnu  meu  dent  tolneiu  de  ppis  catalt.  suis.  &  jGf- 
mil  pdpio  ut  ubietic^  in  regno  meo  uenerit  ppetuo  a  tolneio  qeti  sint  de  ppis  catalt  suis.  Q^r  phi- 
beo  firmit  nequis  in  xegno  meo  eos  iniuste  uexare  psupmat  in  exigendo  ab  eis  de  pprijs  catalt  eo^ 
tolneiu.  sup  meam  plenaria  forisfacturam.  Test.  Ric.  £po  Morauie  Com  Dunec.  Justic.  Gillei.  Com 
de  Mai".  Willo  &  Walto  capitis  meis.  Philipp  de  Valen.  AM.  fit  Holland,  constat.  Wilto  de  Haia. 
Wilto  Giffiffd.  Unif?.  de  Berkat,  Henr  RoueL  thorn.  Thancard.  Yuone  de  vetl  ponte,  Walt  fit  Sibald. 
apd  Aberdon  zzyiil  die  Augti." 

King  William  probably  granted  these  charters  in  the  year  1 196^  when  he  was  in  his  progress  north- 
ward^ to  suppress  the  insurgents  in  Caithness,  headed  by  Harold^  Earl  of  Orkney  and  Caithness.  The 
witnesses^  whose  names  are  mentioned  iii  the  testing  dause^  are :— Richard^  Bishop  of  Moray^  who 
succeeded  to  the  See  in  1187^  and  died  in  1203 ;  Dunecan^  or  Duncan,  Earl  of  Fife,  Justiciary  in 
1165,  he  died  in  1203 ;  Gilchrist,  Earl  of  Mar;  William,  Chaplain  to  the  King,  Bishop  of  Glasgow 
in  1208  ;  Walter,  Chaplain  to  the  King;  Philip  of  Valoniis,  Lord  of  Panmure ;  Allan,  the  Son  of 
RoUand  de  Galloway,  Constable  of  Scotland,  from  whom  John  Baliol  was  descended ;  William  de 
Hay,  Pincema,  or  Cup-bearer  to  King  William,  and  one  of  the  hostages  to  Henry  II. ;  William  Gif« 
fard.  Son  of  William,  one  of  the  hostages  for  King  William  in  1174;  Unifired  de  Berkeley,  proba- 
bly Son  of  Walter  Berkeley,  who  obtained  from  King  William  a  grant  of  the  extensive  manor  of  In- 
▼erkeilor,  in  Angus;  Henry  Rouel;  Thomas  Thancarts  Yvan  de  Veteri  Ponte,  baron  of  the  manor 
ci  Great  Sorby  and  Little  Sorby,  obtained  from  the  Lord  of  Galloway  in  the  time  of  King  William 

C3uamm*  CaMonla,  toL  i.  p.  552.  note^Index  to  Andenon'i  Diplomata— Crawford's  Peerage, 
t  Macpherson's  Commerce,  vol.  L  p.  332. — (Snorro  Hist  Magni  Blinde,  cap.  20.) 

X  In  these  times  piracy  was  pursued  by  the  Danes  as  an  occupation,  not  only  by  persons  of  in- 
ferior rank,  but  by  kings  and  nobles,  as  an  honourable  profession.  Some  of  these  pirates  acquired 
so  much  wealth  and  fame,  and  had  such  numerous  fleets  at  their  command,  that  they  were  called 
aea  kings. 

Dr.  Henry's  Hulpry  of  Britain,  vol.  iv.  p.  322.  • 


Digitized  by 


Google 


10  AKKAL8    OF   ABERBBEK. 

A.D.  1179-  King  William  appears,  on  frequent  occasions,  to  have  visited 
Aberdeen.  In  the  early  part  of  his  reign,  he  erected,  in  the  lower 
side  of  the  town,  near  the  east  end  of  the  Green,  an  edifice  for  his 
occasional  residence,  which  was  dignified  with  the  title  of  palace,* 
1211.  This  he  afterwards  bestowed  upon  the  monks  of  the  Holy  Trinity, 
who  were,  about  this  time,  introduced  into  Scotland,  f 

The  same  monarch  also  established  an  Exchequer  in  the  town, 
near  the  south  end  of  Castle-street,  where  money  was  coined  during 
his  reign.:);  From  this  circumstance  the  street  called  the  Exchequer-* 
row  evidently  derived  its  name. 

1222.  King  Alexander  II.  occasionally  made  Aberdeen  his  residence. 
About  this  period,  he,  along  with  his  sister,  the  Princess  Isabella,  vi- 
sited the  town,  where  they  continued  diuing  the  Christmas.fe8ti?al.§ 
In  his  reign,  the  Dominican,  or  Black  Friars,  were  first  established  in 
Scotland.  He  appears  to  have  introduced  the  order  at  an  early  pe- 
riod into  Aberdeen,  having,  in  imitation  of  his  father,  King  William, 
founded  a  monastery  for  them  in  the  place  which  is  now  occupied  as 
the  site  of  Robert  Gordon's  Hospital,  in  the  north  side  of  the 
School.hiU.|| 

The  above-mentioned  King  Alexander,  by  a  charter  to  the  bo- 
rough and  burgesses,  granted  and  confirmed  to  them  the  same  laws 
and  liberties  which  his  royal  predecessors  had  given  to  the  borough 
and  burgesses  of  Perth  ;  with  the  privilege  of  holding  their  weekly 
fairs  on  Sabbath.  The  charter,  among  other  matters,  comprehends 
various  regulations  with  regard  to  merchants  in  the  country,  who 
were  not  burgesses  of  guild,  bringing  their  commodities  to  market 

within 


*  Afler  the  Refonnation,  it  became  ]idvate  ^josj^ext^ ;  andj  in  the  year  1631,  Dr.  Willkm  Gtuld, 
one  of  the  ministers  of  the  to.vn,  bestowed  it,  by  deed  ot  mortmain^  upon  the  incoipontedaDaABt 

men,  (artificers)  for  an  hospital  to  their  decayed  brethren. 

t  Boetius  Hiat  lib.  xiiL  p.  279.  a.  50. 

X  An  ancient  house^  supposed  to  have  been  originally  erected  in  the  time  of  King  David  XL 
though  it  has  since  undergone  many  alterationSji  distingui^es  the  place  where  the  Excheq^aer  waa. 
situated.     From  one  of  the  rooms  of  this  building  a  very  fine  carving,  in  oak,  of  King  William's  arms, 
uras  taken  some  years  ago ;  and  is  now  preserved  in  the  Museum  of  the  Marischal  College. 

§  Wynton,  b.  vii.  c.  9-  29».  II  MS. 
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within  the  town ;  and-  for  manufacturing  dyed  and  dressed  clotli  in  A.  D.  1222. 
the  county,  for  sale,  at  a  certain  period  of  the  year,  namely,  betwixt 
the  feast  of  Ascension  and  Ad  Vincula  Sancti  Petri,  commonly  styled 
Lammas  day.  It  also  grants  to  the  burgesses  certain  other  immuni- 
ties and  privileges,  and  authority  to  establish  their  guild  of  mer- 
chants, with  the  exception  of  fullers  and  weavers.  This  charter  is 
dated  at  Alicht,  xxvii.  die  Februar.* 

c  2  In 


*  CuAaTER  OF  Alexander  II. 


f'  Alei.  dei  6ri  Rex  Scott  Epis.  Abbatibi.  Comitibs.  boraiubi  Justia  vieecomitibi  ppontis  mini&- 
t^a  «  omib^  probis  homib^  totius  terra  sue,  dericia  6c  lakis  salut  sciant  ^sentes  &  futi^  me  conces^ 
gisse  &  bac  Caxte  mea  confirmasse  burgo  meo  &  burgensib'  meis  de  Aberd«n  jura  Sc  liBtates  que 
predecesscMres  mei  conoesserut  burgo  %  burgenaib^  <f  Fert  sdKcet  ut  habeant  forum  suum  die  Sabbati 
in  q;"  labei  Ebdamkada  metaeo^  fixmam  pa€«m  dedi  jasta  oSib^  pbk  homiKa  qui  ad  finrum  ilia  uenient. 
Et  pMbeo  na  quis  eit  i  ueniendo  ad  fimm  val  I  redetiode  ijwam  vel  moleatiam  ant  guamea  injaate 
ifexat  sup  meam  plenariam  foriafitcturam  ^bea  %  firmiP  ne  q^^  fichator  ex^eua  infra  vioecomitatS 
de  Aberden  ext^buzgum  meum  de  Aberden  ali%d  emat  vel  vendat  sup  meam  deftnsionem  exflnei 
merchatores  deferant  merdia&s  suaa  ad  burgum  meu  de  Aberden  >i^  eas  ibi  vendant  «  denarios  suos 
implicent.  Si  quis  vero  mercfaator  exitraua  sup  defensionem  mea  invent  finit  I.  vicecomitatu-  de 
Aberd  aliq^  emens  vel  vendena  capia!  «  detineat^  don*  vobmtate  mea  de  eo  poepo.  f  hibeo  «  firmit! 
ne.  <^  merchatpr  et'tneua  fecit  pannum  sum  ad  vendendii  in  foro  de  Aberden  nisi  a  die  Ascensionia 
doi  usq^  ad  vincula  Sti  Pet  infra  q^*^  terminos  volo  ne  i^i  fecerit  *pannil  sun  ad  vendend  in  foro  de 
Aberden  %  ibi  emant «  vendant  pannum  «  aliasq^  merchafas  suaa  comuta?  cum  burgensib'  meis  si- 
cut  buTgouaa  mA  salvia  Bacttludift'  neia.  Predpio  %  ut  oraes  qui  maoent  in  bui^  de 
Abvd  %  QU^n  bgenaib'  mei  ad  foru  coKmoieaye  voluerit  oomunioeat  cum  ilUs.  ad  auxilia  mea  redden- 
da  cuj^  cu(^  homiea  sint.  Phibeo  %  ne  aliqiui  tabema  baben  in  aliq^  uilla  in  vidamiitatu  de  Aber« 
den  nisi  ubi  rnile^  sit  doa  viUe  ^  in  ea  manens  «  ibi  no  babeat  n^  una  sola  tabema.  Concedo  %  eis- 
dem  bmrgensib^  meis  de  Aberden  ut  habeant  Gildam  suam  merchatriam^  exceptis  fuUoniM  %  telaru. 
jPhibeo  %  Brant  ne  q^^  manens  ext'burgu  meQ  de  Aberden  vicecomitatu  de  Aberden  faciat  pannum 
tihctum  vel  tonsum  in  vieeeomitat  de  Abard  vel  £Etoere  fadat  pre?  bgenses  nrol  de  Aberden  q^  sunt 
in  Gilda  Merchatoria  «  qui  comunicant  ad  auxilia  mea  reddenda  cu  bgendb^  meis  de  Aberden  ex- 
ceptis iUis  qui  de  bac  libertate  cartam  suam  huiusq^  habuerP.  Qre  pbibeo  firmiP  ne  q^  i  vicecOmita- 
tS  de  Aberd.  facere  psumat  pannU  tinotu  vd  tnnau  sup  mea  planaiia  forisfactura.  Si  vero  alicuj' 
paou^  tinctua  vel  tonsus.  invenf  inffactus  sup  bac  defendonem  precipio  vicecomiti  mo  qtn^  capiat 
panum  «  inde  fiuaat  seim  qd  censuetudo  friit  tpr  Re^s  M.  p*  avi  Mei  Phibeo  «  firmit  ne  q'  extra- 
nens  extra  burgum  meum  de  Aberden  emat  vel  vendat  coria  vel  lanam  nisi  i  burgo  nro  de  Aberden  has 
auf  oes  libertatea  %  consuetucKnes  iBis  concedo  %  hac  carta  mea  confinno  salvis  HBtatib^  «  liberis 
cosuetudinib^  q*  ante  concessionem  istam  date  ftiret  aliis  burgis  %  burgensib'  infr^  balliam  de  Aber- 
den. Precipio  aut  firmit  baillivis  meis  de  Aberden  qtn^  pdictis  burgensib^  meis  de  Aberden  auxili- 
antes  aint  %  eos  juste  manuteneant  ad  predtas  rectas  consuetudine  burgi  habendas.  £t  ^ibeo  ne 
q'  pdtoe  burgensea  Bros  cont'  ^dictaa  rationabiles  leges  m  consuetudus  injuste  vexare  psumat  sup 
meSi  plenariam  forisfiicturam.    Test  Will  de  boscho  Candt  nf  o  Comite  Malcdm  de  fif  WalPer  de 
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12  ANNALS    OF    ABERDEEN. 

A.D.  1244.  In  this  year  the  town,  according  to  John  Major  and  Fordun, 
was  destroyed  by  accidental  fire.  About  the  same  time,  Hadding- 
ton, Koxburgh,  Lanark,  Stirling,  Perth,  Forfar,  and  Montrose,  expe- 
rienced a  similar  calartiity.*  Twenty  years  afterwards,  Aberdeen 
suffered  by  accidental  fire,  as  related  by  Boece.f  It  may  appear  ex- 
traordinary that  so  many  towns  should  have  met  with  a  disaster  of 
this  kind,  about  the  same  time  ;  but,  perhaps,  it  might  be  accounted 
for,  when  it  is  considered,  that  the  buildings  of  that  age  were  chiefly 
constructed  of  such  combustible  materials  as  wood  and  straw.:); 

1274.  King  Alexander  III.  by  his  charter,  dated  at  Kintore,  2d  Decem- 
ber, in  the  25th  year  of  his  reign,  confirmed  to  the  burgesses  the  pri- 
vilege of  holding  a  fair,  within  the  town,  yearly,  limiting  its  duration 
to  fourteen  days,  subsequent  to  Trinity  day ;  with  all  the  laws,  im- 
munities, liberties,  and  customs,  pertaining  to  fairs,  f    Three  years 

1277.  afterwards,  by  another  charter  to  the  burgesses,  dated  al  Kincardine^ 
27th  January,  in  the  28th  year  of  his  reign,  he  granted  his  special  pro- 
tection, as  well  to  themselves,  as  to  their  lands,  their  servants,  and  to 

all 


Lindea,  Joke  de  Maconsweb.  M.  Marescaii  Walter  cufi  Jordan  Cumin  — — i  flenro  Mariscdl  M.  de 
hastif  8  Malcolm  Pincema  Rob.  de  St«  Claro  Apd  Alicht  xxvii  die  februar^" 

This  charter  must  unquestionably.have  been  granted  anterior  to  the  jear  1226;  for  William  de 
Boscho^  Chancellor^  the  premier  witness  mentioned  in  the  testing  clause,  resigned  the  office  about 
this  time,  on  account  of  eld  age« 

CrBwford*a  Officers  of  Sute^  p.  1 1 . 

*  Fordun,  vol.  ii.  p.  75.  t  Bocce,  lib,  xii.  f.  302. 

i  Indeed  a  tempestuous  storm  may  probably  have  overturned  the  buildings  in  these  towns,  and 
fire  would  be  the  natural  consequence. 

§  1st  Chaiiter  of  Alexander  117. 

^'  Ale£  di  gra  Rex  Scottof  omibus  probis  hominib^  tocius  terre  sue  Saltm  nouitis  nos  oonce^sisse 
dedisse  et  psenti  Carta  nra  confirmasse  Burgensib^  nris  de  Aberden  dilectis  «  fidelib^  nf is  ut  hal^eant 
singulis  annis  a  die  Sti  Trinitatis  nundinas  in  Burgo  nf o  de  Aberden  p  duas  septennanas  continue 
sequentes  duraturas  omibus  Juribus  Libertatib^  rectitudinib^  «  cbsuetudinib^  ad  alias  nundinas  nraa 
In  Burgis  nris  p  Regnum  nrm  constitutis  juste  ptinentibus  Testibus  WiUo  Cumyn  de  Kilbryde 
Thoma  Ranulphi  tunc  Camario  Reginaldo  Le  Chen,||  RoBo  de  Cambrun.  Will*  de  Sto  Claro  pricio 
de  Graham  %  Willo  Byfeth    Apud  Kyntor  sedo  die  Decembf  Anno  regni  nn  vicesimo  qnto/' 

g  Cheo,  Son  to  Regnauld^  Chamberlain  in  1267. 
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all  their  property,  moveable  and  immoveable,  which  were  declared  to  be  A.  D.  1277. 
responsible  only  for  their  own  proper  debts  and  personal  delicts.* 

From  the  reign  of  King  William  the  Lion,  the  constitution  of 
the  borough  is  not  dijfficult  to  be  traced.  It  was  originally  vested  in 
an  alderman  and  four  baillies,  with  a  common  coimcil,  elected,  with 
the  consent  and  assent  of  the  whole  community,  assembled  in  their 
guild  court4  The  province  of  the  alderman,  or  chief  magistrate, 
was  to  appoint  the  times  and  places  of  the  meetings  of  the  commu- 
nity, summoned  by  the  mote  bell,  or  trumpet,  §  to  preside  at  these 
meetings,  and  to  carry  his  orders  and  decrees  into  execution.  In 
time  of  danger,  and  in  opposing  the  enemy,  he  was  their  captain,  as 
in  time  of  peace  he  was  their  chief  magistrate.  ||  The  baillies,  who 
were  in  some  respects  subordinate  to  him,  were  invested  with  the 
authority  of  judges,  in  local  affairs  occurring  among  the  inhabitants,  f 
They  were  also  stewards  of  the  revenue  of  the  borough  for  some 

centuries, 


*  2d  Charter  of  Alexander  IIL 

"  Ale£  dei  gra  Rex  Sootf  onmib^  probis  hominib'  toci  tre  sue  ad  quos  presented  littere  pverunt 
Salm  Sdatis  nos  burgenses  nros  de  Abirden  fi»s  suas  hamines  suos  «  imiysaa  eoid  possessiones  ac 
omia  bona  sua  mobilia  %  imobilia  ima,  pace  «  ptectone  n?a  juste  suscepisse  Q^e  firmiP  pbibem^  ne 
quis  eis  malum  molestiam  injuriam  seu  guamen  aliquod  inferre  psum  injuste  sup  nram  plenariam 
forisfiictura  concessim'  «  eisdem  ut  nullus  namos  suos  vel  alicui  ipor  seu  hominu  suore  capiet  p 
alicm  debitoplegiagio  vel  forisfacto  nisi  p  suo  ppo  debito  plegiagio  vel  fons&cto  finnit  inhibitentes  ne 
quis  eo6  vel  alique  ipor  conf  banc  coneessionem  n?am  vexare  §  sumat  ii\juste  sup  nram  plenaria 
foriflfiurturam.  Test  Will*  Cumyn  de  Kelebrid.  Willo  de  St*  Cheto,  Symone  Fraet  ^aticio  de 
Graham  Ap^  Kycardyn  vicesimo  septimo  die  Januari  anno  r^gni  Sri  vicesimo  octavo." 

f  Symon  Fmer,  Son  of  Gilbert,  Sheriff  of  Traquair. 

X  This  was  conformable  to  the  following  Statuta  Gildse.— '^  Statuimus  quod  commune  consilium, 
et  communia  gubementur  per  viginti  quatuor  probos  homines,  de  melioribua  discretioribus  et  fide 
dignioribus  ejusdem  burgi  ad  hoc  delectos ;  una  cum  majore  et  quatuor  PrsBpositis.  £t  quando- 
cunque  prsedicti  viginti  quatuor  homines  fuerint  ad  commune  n^otium  tractandum  vocati ;  qui,  non 
venerint  ad  dtationem  sibi  factam  ultra  noctem,  emendet  in  duos  solidos*"--^Cap.  SSJJi 

'*  Statuimus,  quod  Major  et  Prsepositi  eligantur  per  visum  et  considerationem  totius  communita« 
tis.  £t  si  aliqua  controversia  fuerit  in  electione  Majoris  vel  Praepositornm  fiat  tunc  electio  per  sa- 
cramentum  viginti  quatuor  hominum,  pnedicti  burgi  electorum  per  oommuniam."-^Cap.  34.^   * 

§  Stat  Gilds,  cap«  14.— *(Mote  signifies  the  place  where  a  Court  was  held.) 

II  He  is  stiled  Aldermanus,  in  Stat.  Gildse^  cap.  35 ;  and  in  the  Leges  Burgorum;  Firs^positus, 
cap.  65. 

t  Leges  Burgonun;  cap.  77. 
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A.D.  1279.  cehturie^  and  had  the  charge  of  the  several  districts  into  which  the 
town  was  divided.  Hence  they  obtained  the  title  of  propositi,  after- 
wards known  by  the  appellation  of  bailiffs,  or  baillies.*  And  the 
common  council,  when  assembled,  with  these  magistrates,  deter- 
mined such  important  matters  as  were  brought  before  them.f  In 
1284.  the  end  of  the  thirteenth  century,  the  borough  appears  to  have  been 
under  the  administration  of  a  distinct  set  of  magistrates,  consisting 
of  the  alderman,  and  four  baiUies,  or  praepositi.J  Posterior  to  this 
period,  a  regular  succession  of  the  magistrates,  nearly  complete,  may 
be  traced  to  the  present  day. 

Commerce  and  industry  had  yet  made  very  little  progress  in  Bri- 
tain, owing  to  the  bad  police  of  both  kingdoms ;  nor  can  it  be  an 
object  of  wonder  that  the  merchant  was  little  regarded,  when 
war  was  the  general  occupation  of  the  people.  Aberdeen,  therefore, 
although  a  sea-port  town,  and  possessed  of  small  trading  vessels,^ 
could  not  have  been  greatly  pre-eminent  above  the  other  boroughs  of 
Scotland,  in  the  way  of  traffic.  It  was,  however,  of  considerable  re- 
pute 


*  They  aire  caUed  'Prmfomti,  as  well  as  Ballivi,  in  the  Chambarlam  aeoounta,  and  Ballivi  in  the 
Leges  Burgorum.— [Cap.  66.  104.3 

Chamberiain  Accots.  tnm  1528  to  1424. 

t  Dalxymple's  Essays,  p.  3S.-^Co]uicil  B^gister,  vol  iv«  73« 

t  In  a  charter  of  ooniGnnation  by  King  David  II.  in  the  Slsl  year  of  his  reiign,  dated  at  Aber« 
deen^  7th  May^  certain  grants  are  confirmed^  of  various  donations  to  the  Carmelite  Friars>  in  the 
preceding  centuiy ;  and  in  the  testing  dauses  of  the  deeds,  so  conftnaed,  the  names  of  the  foDowing 
magistrates  appear  :— 

127^.    BailUes,  or  ProfpoikL  1284.         Alderman.  . 

Ricardas  Cementar  Malcolm'  de  Pelgonerii 

Walierus  de  Malemilk  %^%»%%»%»%%% 

/  I>ttncanus  de  LessdL  SaiUkt,  wr  FreqtotiU. 

Thomas  filius  Alicii  John'  de  Aminos 


%%%%%%»%»%»% 


WiUm' MaieseaOus 


1273.  Math,  de  Grechined  Thomas  friiter  Laiireotii 

Qogerus  de  Bipm^  Hugo  Buffi> 
*^                                              Thomas  Spneach 

Willm'  Spumeturtorys  Arcbivet  of  Msrhchal  College. 

§  Mr,  Macpherson,  in  his  Commerce^  says,  that  the  Bishop  of  Aberdeen  had  a  grant  from  %ing 
David  of  the  tenth  of  the  customs  of  the  shqss  trading  to  and  from  the  port  of  Aberdeen,  as  a  part 
of  the  revenue  of  his  See.^Fol.  I  p.  3$2Ji 
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pute  for  curing  fish,  of  which  its  rivers  and  sea  coast  afforded  an  A.D.  i284. 
abundant  supply  to  the  inhabitants,  and  for  exportation.  About 
this  period  Adam  of  Fulham  appears  to  have  been  commissioned  by 
the  Sheriffs  of  Cumberland  and  Lancaster  to  purchase  100  barrels  of 
sturgeons  (salmon)  of  Aberdeen,  5000  salt  fish,  and  a  quantity  of 
dried  fish,  to  be  exported  to  Chester.  The  fish  are  said  to  have 
been  so  well  cured,  that  the  article  was  exported  to  the  capital  fish- 
ing port  of  Yannoutk* 

Aberdeen  was,  from  an  early  period,  celebrated  for  the  superior 
pickling  and  packing  salmon  in  barrels  of  the  old  Hamburgh  binde.f 


*  ^  Four  hundred  fish  of  Abttrdeen^  two  hundred  stock  Sah,  one  small  barrel  d  sturgeons  (sal* 
mem),  iive  dosen  a£  lamfreye^  ISfty  pouds  of  whde  (''  balen/)  (fbrte  kdibut)^  and  half  a  bst  of 
liflii^Pgs>  oonposad  the  fish  part  of  the  provisioiia  put  on  board  a  ship  fitted  out  at  Yarmoitth  in  the 
year  1290^  to  bring  over  the  in£uit  Queen  of  Scotland  fiom  the  court  of  hex  &ther,  the  King  of 
Norway»  The  fish  cost  somewhat  under  three  pennies  each,  (or,  in  modem  Scottish  money,  9s.) ;  the 
stock  fish  somewhat  und^  one  penny,  (or  Ss.) ;  and  the  half  last  of  herrings  90s.  (or  £.54.)— £i?y- 
mer's  Coll.  MS.  v.  11.  p.  2870  Aberdeen  fish  are  also  mentioned  in  the  account  of  King  Edward's 
wardrobe,  in  the  year  1290.'^Macphertm's  Commerce,  (Note)  voL  i.  p.  436.] 

In  the  same  wnedrobe  aooount,  Jbr  the  year  1999,  published  by  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  of 
London,  mention  oociun,  in  the  vtide  of  provisioiia  to  his  army,  of  18,500  red  hecriiigs,  and  5496 
stock  fish  of  Aberdeen.-«*£Page  118.]] 

t  Maq^kbersob's  Coromerce,  voL  i.  p;  4S6, 
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CHAPTER  IL 

Affairs  of  Scotland  on  the  death  of  Akiander  III.^^Edward  L  takes 
the  Castle  of  Aberdeen — Sir  William  Wallace — Robert  Bruce — 
Battle  of  Barra — Storming  of  the  Castle  of  Aberdeen  by  the  Ci- 
tizens — Origin  of  Bon  Accord — King  Robertas  Charters  to  Aber- 
deen— Town  burnt  by  the  English — Origin  of  the  name  of  New 
Aberdeen — King  David  II. — his  Grants  to  the  Town — Borough 
first  represented  in  Parliament — Scarcity  of  Com — Occurrences"^^ 
Municipal  Laws — Commerce — John  Barbour^  the  Metrical  Histo^ 
rianr^Language  of  the  place — Population  in  the  end  of  the  fourteenth 
century — Coinage — Table  of  the  Customs  and  Monies  paid  by  the 
Town  to  Government  during  the  fourteenth  century. 

A.D.  1290.  Aftek  the  demise  of  Alexander  HI.  and  of  Margaret  of  Norway, 
his  infant  grand-daughter,*  the  succession  to  the  crown  of  Scotland 
became  the  subject  of  a  controversy  among  contending  competitors. 
This  had  well  nigh  proved  fatal  to  the  independence  of  Scotland, 
and  ultimately  involved  the  nation  in  a  series  of  long  and  desolating 
wars.  In  the  many  vicissitudes  of  these  turbulent  times,  the  com- 
munity of  Aberdeen  bore  a  distinguished  part,  and  experienced  its 
full  share  of  the  calamities  incident  to  war  and  civil  commotion. 

1296.  Edward  I.  of  England,  although  he  had  pronounced  his  defini- 
tive judgment  in  favour  of  John  Baliol  as  king,  yet  still  considered 
himself  in  the  right  of  the  sovereignty  of  Scotland.    He  now  formed 

the 


*  Alexander^  riding  between  Burntisland  and  Kinghom^  was  thrown  from  his  horse  over  a  pre« 
cipice^  and  killed  on  the  spot^  (l6th  March,  12  85-6. t)  The  Princess  Margaret,  his  only  offspring, 
had  married  Eric,  King  of  Norway,  by  whom  she  had  an  only  child,  Margaret,  called  the  Maiden  of 
Norway,  who  had  been  recognised  successor  to  the  crown  of  Scotland^  by  the  nobility,  in  128^4 

t  Fordun,  lib.  j,  cap*  40.  ^  Bymer,  vol.  ii.  p.  26$. 
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the  design  of  subduing  the  kingdom;  and,  availing  himself  of  the  A.D.  1296. 
distracted  state  of  the  nation,  and  of  the  anarchy  which  prevailed  in 
it,  invaded  Scotland  with  a  formidable  army,  and  speedily  subdued 
the  south.  The  fate  of  Baliol  and  the  kingdom  was  soon  decided. 
Edward  dethroned  him  ;*  and,  in  prosecution  of  his  scheme,  he  pro- 
ceeded with  his  army  northward  to  Aberdeen,  where  resistance  to  his 
arms  would  have  been  unavaiUng.  The  castle  of  Aberdeen  J  was 
soon  in  the  occupation  of  the  EngUsh,  who  retained  it  during  the  in- 
ter-regnum,  holding  the  town  and  adjacent  country  in  subjection  to 

D  their 


*  Baliol  was  crowned  king  of  Scotland^  at  Scone^  30th  November^  1292.  On  the  2d  July,  I296, 
he  acknowledged  the  justice  of  the  invasion  by  Edward;  and^  of  his  own  firee  will^  resigned  Scot«i 
htad,  the  people,  and  their  homage,  to  his  liege  lord  Edward,  at  Eincardine«t 

Edward,  omsidering  himself  superior  and  lord  paramount  of  Scotland,  ordered  certain  burgesses 
of  Aberdeen,  who  had  been  appointed  collectors  of  the  fee  farms  arising  to  the  crown  from  the  bo« 
rough,  to  pay  from  their  arrears  of  L.108  6s.  8d.  the  sum  of  L.50  5s.  Sd.  allocated  to  the  Bishop  of 
Glasgow ;  and  the  balance  of  L.47  l6s.  to  Nicholas  de  Lnca,  his  attorney,  at  Berwick,  on  the  day  of 
Pentecoste  next— Roxburgh,  ISth  December,  1392. — \\RoHtH  Scotue,  p.  14.]] 

He  appears  also  to  hare  paid  due  attention  to  the  daim  which  King  Eric  of  Nprway  had  on  Scot- 
land for  7000  merks,  being  the  balance  of  the  dowry  of  40,000  merks§  with  the  Princess  Margaret^ 
for  which  the  rents  of  tlie  lands  of  Belhelvy,  in  Aberdeenshire,  and  other  lands,  had  been  assigned : 
having  ordered  payment  of  the  money  by  the  following  mandate  :— 

'^R.  &  Supior  dis  Regni  Scotia  ditto  &  M}  suo  j^  eadem  gra  regi  Scot^  illustri  saltm.  Cum  Dns 
Ericus  rex  Norwagie  nup.  in  cur  nra  coram.noB  apd  Berewyk  sup  Twedam  p  consideratom  ejusde 
cur  recupasset  sdsinam  suam  versus  vefiabiles  pres  Wi  Sti  Andr  &  •  •  •  Glascuen^  epos  ac  socios 
Sttos  tuc  custodes  regni  Scot^  de  quibusdam  redditibus  quos  bone  memorie  Alexander  nup  rex  Sco^ 
tor  pMecessor^  vr  concessit  &  assignavit  pfato  regi  Norwagie  in  maritagiu  cu  Margareta  ejusde 
Alexandri  Regis  filia  in  Roscemay  moravien^  dioc^  in  balliva  de  Banef  &  de  Balehelwy  in  vicecomi- 
tatu  de  Aberden  &  de  Badkedde  &  de  Rathou  in  vicecom^  de  Edenburgh  liend*  eisdem  regi  Norw^'" 
gie  &  Margarete  et  hredib^  suis  de  ipoj^  corpib^  pcreatis  p  septe  milib^  marca^  que  eidem  regi  Nor- 
WBgie  a  retro  esse  dicebantur  de  quatuordecem  milib'  marcar]^  sibi  p  eundem  Regem  Alexm  p 
eodem  maritagio  concessar^  ac  eidem  regi  de  redditib^  illis  postq'm  dti  regni  Scotie  gubemacula 
fuscepistis  no  sit  in  aliquo  ut  assent  satisftm.  VoB^  mandam^  rogantes  qtin^  ^fato  regi  Norwagie 
de  redditib^  pdtis  juxa  con^datom  ^dtum  quam  ide  rex  penes  se  ht  sb  sigillo  nro  de  tempe  quo  dti 
regni  regimen  ^uistis  taHter  satisfieri  &ciates  qd  nos  manu  ad  hoc  appone  no  cogamur." 
T.  R.  apud  Westm.  l6th  Nov.  1293.  p  19. 

f  Rymer,  voL  il.  p.  718. 

S  Equal  to  L.79,831  61.  8d.  sterling,  in  the  12th  of  George  II. 

t  The  castle  of  Aberdeen  seems  to  have  been  one  of  the  fortresses  surrendered  to  King  Edward 
in  die  banning  of  the  controversy.  On  the  18th  of  November,  1292,  Edward  issued  his  man^ 
date,  taiy  the  delivery  of  the  castle  to  Baliol,  after  he  had  given  his  definitive  sentence  in  his  favoiu:  * 
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their  yoke.    Edward*  now  advanced  northward,  without  opposition, 
and  terminated  his  expedition  at  Elgin. 

A.D.  1297.  In  the  course  of  these  events  Sir  William  Wallace  appeared,  as 
the  Champion  of  Scotland.  Assuming  to  himself  the  title  of  gover- 
nor of  the  kingdom,  he  made  considerable  efforts  to  rescue  his 
country  from  the  subjugation  of  Edward.  He  raised  an  army  in  its 
*  defence,  and  obtained  several  advantages  over  the  EngUsh  in  the 
south.  In  his  progress  northward,  he  took,  by  storm,  the  castle  of 
Dimnotter,  then  occupied  by  their  troops,  and  put  the  garrison  to 
the  sword.  'After  accomplishing  this  enterprise,  he  marched  his  ar- 
my to  the  reUef  of  Aberdeen :  but,  on  the  intelligence  of  his  ap- 
proach, the  enemy  plundered  and  set  fire  to  the  town,  and  then  em- 
barked on  board  their  fleet,  leaving  a  strong  garrison  in  the  fortress. 
In  this  situation  Wallace  found  the  town  on  his  arrival.  He  laid 
siege  to  the  castle,  which  he  endeavoured  to  take  by  assault,  but, 
being  baffled  in  his  attempt,  he  raised  the  blockade,  and  retreated  into 
Angus,  f     Wallace,  after  experiencing  several  reverses  of  fortime, 

f  was 


''  R.  &  supior  dns  regni  Scot*  ditto  &  fideli  sao  Jolli  Gildeford  custodi  caBtix^  de  Aberden  &  Eyn« 
cardyn  sattm  Cum  Jolles  de  Balliolo  nup  in  pliaxne&to  nro  apud  Berewik  sup  Twedam  venisset  com 
ram  noB  &  petivisset  ^dtm  regnu  Scotie  sibi  p  nos  adjudicari  &  seisinam  i^ius  regni  s^  ut  pximiori 
heredi  Margai^  it  reg*  Norwag*  ^De  Soot*  &  ne^tis  quondam  Aleii  ultimi  i^*  Soot*  jure  suoceesionia 
liberari  Ac  noe  anditia  &  intellectis  petitionib3  &.  ronib5  tarn  ^dti  Ja/tiB  de  Balli<do  4^  alio)[  peten« 
timn  ^dtm  tegM  &  dsdem  petiti(mib3  &  ronib3  diligedP  examinatb  invenim'  ^fittom  Joliem  de 
Balliolo  esse  ppinquicffem  heredem  ^dte  Margar*  quoad  ^dtm  regnu  Scot^  optinend*  ppt  quod  ide 
regnu  Soot*  &  seisinam  ejuedem  ddem  Jofti  de  Balliolo  salvo  jure  nra  &  heredum  roof  reddidim' 
VoB  mandam^  qd  seisinam  pdict  Castro]^  de  Aberden  &  Kynctatdyn  cum  omib3  ptinent*  suis  una 
Gu  omib^  aliis  reb3  ;  toB  p  cyrog^  fum  t'ditis  &  soAn  qd  in  fdti  castri  voB  coraissa  custodia  res 
huj^modi  reoepistis  sine  ditone  §dto  JoKi  de  Balliolo  vt  attoxjiatis  suis  bas  fras  deferentibj  ddibe« 
ran  fiu^    In  cuj^  ice." 

T.  R.  apud  Berewik  sup  Twedam  rnijo  die  Nov.  1292. 

Rotall  8coti«,  p.  11. 

*  Edward  was  in  Aberdeen  l^tfa  July,  1296 ;  when,  among  other  public  acts,  he  issued  an  order 
to  all  the  bishops  to  offer  up  their  prayers  and  suffrages  at  the  obsequies  of  his  only  brother.  Prince 
Edmund,  and  to  perform  a  requiem  for  his  souL 

Rymsr,  toI.  ii.  p.  719« 

f  Boetius,  lib.  ziii.  cap.  5-S06.*«»Fordun,  lib.  xi.  cap.  29.^-Buchanan,  lib.  viii.  c.  I9. 

Wallace's  Achievements,  written^  about  the  year  1446,  by  Blind  Hairy,  has  been  bng  a  popular 
book  in  Scotland ;  and  althoi^h  its  authority  9»  6>  strict  historical  Acts  has  foeenquestiooed,  yet  we 
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was  at  last  betrayed  into  the  hands  of  King  Edward  by  Sir  John  a.d.  1505. 
Monteith,  and  carried  to  London,  where  he  suflTered  as  a  traitor, 
although  he  had  never  b^en  in  the  service  of  England.  According  Aug.  S3. 
to  the  usual  policy  of  the  times,  his  body  was  quartered,  and  one  dT 
his  mangled  limbs  sent  to  Aberdeen,  for  exposure,  in  order  to 
intimidate  the  partisans  for  the  independence  of  Scotland  in  that 
quarter.* 

About  this  time  Robert  Brucef  asserted  his  claim  to  the  crown  of  isoe. 
Scotland ;  but  at  first  his  exertions  to  establish  himself  upon  the  ^^^^  ^^' 

D  2  throne 


aball  prescBt  ttw  fidlowixig  aceeuAt  of  ihe  exploits  of  WalUce  «t  Aberdeen,  ralber  as  a  spedmen  of 
his  versification,  than  a«  full  authority  for  the  narrative :«« 

'*  Till  Abyrdeyn  yan  haistely  yai  pass 

QiAar  Inglismen  besyly  flittand  was 
^         An  kandredi  adiippu,  yat  mdier  bur  and  ayr 

To  turss  yah*  gu<^  in  famwyn  waa  lygad  yar 

Bot  Wallace  ost  come  on  yaim  sodeynlye 

Yar  chapyt  nane  off  all  yat  gret  men2he 

Bot  fe31  scrwands  in  yaim  lewyt  none 

At  ttie  eb  ae  ye  Scotta  la  on  juaim  gayne 

Tuk  out  ye  ger,  syne  set  ye  schippis  in  fyr 

Ye  men  on  land  yair  bertynyt  bajne  and  lyr 

Yeid  nane  away  bet  preiat8>  YnS»  and  bemya 

Maid  yai  debait^  yai  chapyt  nocht  but  harmys 

Into  Bowchane  Wallace  maid  him  to  ryde 

Quhar  Lord  Bewmomd  wae  erdand  for  to  byd."  Perth  edition,  b.  vii.  1064. 

It  must  have  been  at  this  time  fliaft  Wallace  put  to  deatfl  many  ef  the  citisens^  by  hanging  them 
en  gft>bets  hi  the  pvecincts  of  the  town,  ae  mentioned  by  Fordun.  Probal^y  at  this  time  they  were 
under  Ate  influence  of  Ae  Englieli,  and  not  very  aealous  in  his  caase.-— Lib.  xL  cap.  Sd. 

I^uch  was  the  relaxed  state  of  the  government  of  the  country  at  this  period^  that  Edward  found  it 

necessary  to  issue  his  mandates  to  the  bishop  of  Aberdeen^  to  Gartbeneto  de  Mar ;  and  to  Henry  de 

Latham^  sheriff  of  Aberdeen^  to  raise  the  poase-comitatus^  in  order  to  suppress  and  bring  to  justice 

certain  malefactors  and  disturbers  of  the  peace^  who  were  daily  committing  acts  of  murder^  and 

other  enormities^  in  this  quarter— >llth  July^  1297* 

RotoU  Icoda^  p.  41»  42. 

Edward;,  in  the  year  IMS,  made  aaodker  progress  noeAwflrd,  and  was  in  Aberdeen  from  95d  to 

S8th  August     In  the  same  month  of  the  following  year  he  was  at  Jedburgh ;  and  dhi,  m  his  tent, 

at  Burgh,  en  the  sands,  near  Carlisle^  July  5,  1307- 

Bymer,  vol.  H.  p.  1059. 

*  Boetius  Hist  lib.  13-5.  fb.  306^— Lord  Hailes'  Annals,  vol.  i  310.— Abercrombie,  vol.  L  544. 

t  Bobort  Bruce  was  die  grandson  of  Robert  Bruce,  Earl  of  Carrick,  Lord  of  Aimandaie,  compe^ 
titor  with  John  Baliol  for  ihe  cvswn,  in  the  year  1290 ;  both  descendants  of  Henry,  Frince  of  Scot^ 
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A.D.  1S08.  throne  were  not  attended  with  the  desired  success.  He  endured 
many  privations  and  reverses  of  fortune,  and,  on  one  occasion,  was 
driven  to'the  necessity  of  taking  refuge,  with  his  wife  and  children, 
in  the  mountains  of  Aberdeenshire.*  At  length,  however,  he  found 
himself  at  the  head  of  a  strong  army,  in  the  vicinity  of  Aberdeen, 
where  a  considerable  body  of  English  troops  was  collected,  under 
John  Comyn,  Earl  of  Buchan,  and  John  de  la  Mowbray,  an  English 
22dMay.  Commander,  f  Bruce's  army  being  reinforced  by  the  citizens  of 
Aberdeen,  and  others  who  adhered  to  his  interest,  met  the  enemy 
near  the  hill  of  Barra,  betwixt  Inverury  and  Old  Meldrum,  where  a 
sanguinary  battle  ensued.  Fortune  decided  the  day  in  favour  of 
Bruce,  the  English  army  being  completely  routed.  He  now  prose- 
cuted his  revenge  upon  the  Earl  of  Buchan,  by  wasting  his  extensive 
territories.  Meanwhile  the  citizens,  flushed  with  their  success,  re- 
turned to  the  town  ;  and,  having  taken  the  castle  by  storm,  put  the 
garrison  to  the  sword,  and  razed  the  fortifications.  §  The  English 
troops,  on  receiving  intelligence  of  this  disaster,  assembled  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  marched  against  the  town ;  but  the  citizens  and 
partisans  of  Bruce,  under  the  conmiand  of  John  Eraser,  opposed  and 
defeated  them  with  great  slaughter.  ||  Such  was  the  frenzy  of  the 
times,  that  many  of  the  prisoners  taken  from  the  enemy  were  igno- 
miniously  put  to  death.    The  canons  of  Aberdeen  interceded  for 

their 


land^  the  only  son  of  David  I.  Henry  mamed  Ado,  the  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Suiry,  by  whom  he 
had  Malcohn  and  William,  both  auocessively  kings  of  Scotland ;  and  David,  Earl  of  Huntingdon, 
who  married  Matilda,  daughter  of  Ranulph,  Earl  of  Chester.  David  left  two  daughters,  namely 
Margaret,  married  to  Alan,  Lord  of  Galloway;  and  Isabella,  married  to  Robert  Bruce,  Lord  of 
Annandale.  Margaret,  the  eldest  daughter,  had  an  only  child,  named  Derverguill,  who  was  mar- 
ried to  John  de  Baliol,  Lord  of  Bernard  Castle,  by  whom  she  had  John  Baliol,  the  other  competitor 
with  Bruce.  Isabella,  the  youngest,  married  Robert  Bruce,  Lord  of,Annandale,  by  whom  she  had 
Robert  Bruce,  the  grandfather  of  king  Robert— QCraip/br<ff  Peerage,  vol.  I  104.  148.  152,  &&[] 

*  Barbour,  p.  43.  t  Ibid.  141. 

i  Boetius  Hist  lib.  ziv.  f.  312.— Leslie  p.  S31.-*Fordun,  lib.  xii.  cap.  16.— ^Boetius  de  Epis. 
Aberdonen.  Vit  f.  6. 

II  Mowbray  appears  to  have  been  taken  prisoner  on  one  or  other  of  these  occasions.  He  was  af« 
terwards  exchanged,  along  with  Miclie  de  Menilevre,  Gerardo  de  la  Farde,  Petro  de  Courteys,  JdUe 
de  Baillo,  RoBto  de  Lendelle,  Niclio  de  Cestr,  Jolie  de  Boysy,  &  Witto  de  Coupeland,  also  prisoners 
•f  war,  for  Mary,  King  Robert's  sister,  who  had  been  detained  as  a  captive  in  the  castle  of  Box* 
burgh.— Mandate  of  Edward  IL  4th  July,  ISlO.^RQtuli  Scotia:,  p.  86.J 
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their  lives,  but  the  voice  of  religion  and  humanity  seems  to  have  A-D,  isos. 
been  disregarded.     They  could  only  obtain  permission  from  the  vic- 
torious general,  and  the  provost,  to  bury  the  bodies  on  the  north 
side  of  Saint  Nicholas  church.* 

To  perpetuate  the  memory  of  this  signal  achievement,  and  as  an 
honourable  testimony  of  the  patriotism  and  bravery  of  the  citizens  on 
this  important  occasion.  King  Eobert  granted  them  permission  to 
change  the  former  armorial  bearings  of  the  town,  and  to  assume  the 
present,!  with  the  motto  "  Bon  Accord,"  which  was  their  watch- 
word 


*  The  acootint  of  this  affair  is  thus  related  by  Boece^  in  his  Vitis  Aberdonensium  Episcopa* 
r^m :— >''  Angli  amissse  arcis>  caesoruinque  contribulium^  tristi  nuncio  affecti^  ooactis  copiis  Aberdo- 
niam  movent  animo  acceptam  injuriam  uldscendL  Id  ubi  Aberdoniae  nundatum^  Brusiani  simul 
com  dvibus^  illioo  oppido,  ^^[ressi  sunt  cum  hostibus  dimicaturi.  Johannes  Frisarius  Brusiani  exer« 
dtus,  qui  turn  Aberdoniae  fuerat^  dux,  suis  ita  animos  accendet  ad  pugnam,  ut  non  tarn  ad  certamen, 
qiiam  ad  certam  victoriam,  progredi  viderentur.  Inita  pugna,  acerrimi  certatum.  Victoria  tan- 
dem (sed  cmenta)  Soods  cessit,  Anglomm  plurimi  eo  prelio  coesi,  paud  vivi  capti,  rari  fugere,  adeo 
acriter  in  pugna  perdunmmt.  Placuit  victoribus  quos  captos  habebant,  ad  terrorem  extra  oppidum 
furca  suspendere ;  sed  vetuere  Canonid,  atque  ut  caesorum  corpora  ad  porticam  Templi  Divi  Nicolai 
terra  conderentur,  apud  Frisarium  atque  oppidi  Praefectum  obtinuerunt  ubi  eorum  ossa  cum  titulis, 
ki  xei  monumentum  adhuc  oemuntur/'— [Fo/.  6.] 

t  Blazoning  of  ths  Arms  of  thv  Citt. 

*'  To  all  and  sundry  whom  it  effeirs.— I,  Sir  Charles  Erskine  of  Cambo,  Knight  and  Baronet, 
Lyon  King  of  Arms^  considering^  that  by  several  Acts  of  Parliament^  as  well  of  our  dread  sovereign 
Lord  Charles  IL  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  Scotland,  England,  France,  and  Ireland,  Defender 
of  the  Faith ;  as  of  his  Majesty's  royal  predecessors,  especially  by  the  £l8t  Act  of  the  Sd  session  of 
this  current  Parliament,  I  am  empowered  to  visit  the  whole  Arms  and  Bearings  within  this  king- 
dom, and  to  distinguish  them,  and  matriculate  the  same  in  my  books  and  registers,  and  to  give  ex« 
tracts  of  all  Arms,  expressing  the  blazoning  thereof,  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office ;  and  which 
register  is,  by  the  fore*dted  Act,  ordained  to  be  respected  as  the  true  and  unrepealable  rule  of  all 
Arms  and  Bearings  in  Scotland,  to  remain  with  the  Lyon's  Office  as  a  public  register  of  the  king- 
dom :  Therefore,  conform  to  the  power  fpven  me  by  his  sacred  Majesty,  and  according  to  the  tenor 
of  the  said  Acts  of  Parliament,  I  testify  and  make  known,  that  the  Arms  of  old  belonging  to  the 
royal  burgh  of  Aberdeen,  and  now  confirmed  by  me,  are  matriculated  in  my  said  public  register, 
upon  the  day  and  date  of  thir  presents,  and  are  thus  blazoned,  viz. : — '  The  said  royal  burgh  of 
Aberdene  gives  for  Ensigns  Armorial,  Gules,  three  Towers,  triple  tow'red  within  a  double  tresaure, 
counterflow'red  argent,  supported  by  two  Leopards,  proper;  the  motto  in  an  escrol,  above  '  Boh" 
Accord,'  (the  word  Bon-Accord  was  given  them  by  the  King  Robert  Bruce,  for  killing  all  the  En- 
glish, in  one  night,  in  their  town,  their  word  being  that  night  Bon  Accord.)  And  upon  the  reverse 
of  the  seal  of  the  said  burgh  is  insculped,  in  a  field  azure,  a  temple  argent,  St  Nicholas  standing  in 
the  porch;  mitred  and  vested,  proper,  with  bis  dexter  hand  lifted  up  to  heaven,  praying  over  three 
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A.D.  1308.  word  on  that  memorable  day.  According  to  popular  tradition^  those 
pious  canons,  however,  imposed,  as  a  penance  upon  the  citizens,  that 
they  should  repair,  every  Sunday,  to  the  chapel  dedicated  to  Saint 
Ninian,  within  the  ramparts  of  the  castle,  and  expiate  their  offences 
by  offering  up  their  prayers  for  the  souls  of  the  prisoners  taken  in 
battle,  whom  they  had  so  barbarously  put  to  death.  This  ceremony 
continued  to  be  practised  in  after  ages,  during  the  time  of  popery.* 

Meanwhile  Edward  II.  had  continued  to  prosecute  the  war,  in 
compliance  with  the  dying  injunctions  which  had  been  given  him  by 
his  father,  Edward  I.  He  still  retained  possession  of  all  the  castles 
and  strongholds  of  Scotland,!  except  that  of  Aberdeen;  but  his  exer- 
tions soon  became  languid,  and  his  measures  varied  from  day  to  day. 

July  10.        At  this  time  he  appointed  William  le  Betour  captidn  of  his 

fleet,  on  the  east  coast,  betwixt  Hartlepool  and  Aberdeen,  with  spe* 

.  cial  orders  to  proceed  with  succours  for  retaking  the  castle,  which 

had 


children^  kk  a  boy  ling  oaldron  of  the  first ;  and  holding  in  the  sinister  a  <  Cromer  Or  f  whkh 
Arma^  above  blazoned^  I  hereby  declare  to  have  been  and  to  be  the  true  and  nnrepealabte  signs  ar* 
morial  of  the  burgh  royal  above  named.  In  testimony  whereof  I  have  subscribed  this  extract  witS 
my  hand,  and  have  caused  append  my  seal  of  oflSce  thereto. 

"  Given  at  Edinburgh,  the  25th  of  February,  and  of  our  said  Sovereign  Lord's  reign  the 
26th  year,  1674. 

(Signed)  «  CHARLES  AfiESKIN,  Lvoff." 

■      *  MS. 

t  He  ordered  a  supply  of  pro\i8ion8  to  be  conveyed  to  the  following  places  and  castles,  by  his 
mandate,  dated  at  Westminster,  12th  May,  1309  •'-— 

Stirlino — 100  quarters  of  wheat,  100  qpuffters  of  malt,  40  quarters  of  pease  and  beani^  and  SO 
casks  oi  wine. 

LiNLiTHGo— The  same  quantities  of  grain  and  wine. 

Edinburgh — The  same  quantity  ctgniu,  and  20  casks  of  wine. 

Banff — 50  quarters  of  wheat,  50  quarters  of  malt,  and  10  casks  of  wine. 

Perth — ^200  quarters  of  wheat,  200  quarters  of  malt,  60  quarters  of  pease  and  beans^  and  40 
casks  of  wine. 

DuNOKc — 50  quarters  of  wheat,  50  quarters  of  malt,  ZO  quarters  of  pease  and  beana,  and  10 
casks  of  wine. 

Di'MFRiRs  and  Carlavrock«*150  quarters  of  wheat,  and  150  quarters  of  malt. 

EotuU  8coU«,  p.  69. 
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had  probably  been  in  contemplation^  for  it  was  the  only  fortress  that  a.d.  13u. 
he  had  yet  lost  in  Scotland.*    No  new  attempt,  however,  appears  to 
have  been  made  to  regain  it ;  and,  being  ultimately  baffled  in  all  his 
efforts  to  vanquish  Scotland,  Edward  returned  to  England. 

King  Robert  Bruce  having  now  completely  established  himself  June  24. 
upon  the  throne  of  Scotland,  and,  by  the  decisive  victory  of  Ban- 
nockburn,  secured  the  independence  of  his  country,  directed  his  at- 
tention more  inmiediately  to  the  civil  government  of  the  kingdom. 
As  a  mark  of  his  princely  gratitude  to  the  community  of  Aberdeen  for 
their  former  patriotism,  and  for  the  gallant  services  done  to  him 
when  his  affairs  were  at  their  lowest  ebb,  he  granted  to  them  several 
charters,  containing  very  ample  donations  of  lands  and  fishings,  with 
immunities  and  privileges  to  the  burgesses.  By  his  first  charter,  he 
granted  and  confirmed  to  them,  and  the  community,  the  charge  of 
keeping  and  preserving  the  forest  of  Stocket,  with  the  liberties  and 
other  privileges  belonging  to  it ;  reserving  to  the  king  the  growing 
wood,  and  the  right  of  hunting.  The  charter  is  dated  at  Dundee, 
24th  October,  and  eighth  year  of  his  reign,  f 

By 


•  «'  R.  ditto  8ibi  Witto  le  Betoiir  Sattm.  Quia  p  ezpeditoe  guerre  nre  Soot^  auxilio  tammarinari* 
01^  q^d  alior]^  plurimum  indigemaa  nos  de  diUgentia  et  fidelitate  tibs  spalit  oonfidentes  canstituim^ 
voa  captaanea  finn  marianarior^  navia  de  Hertelpol  de  Novo  Oaatio  sup  Tjnam  de  Berewioo  sup 
IVedam  ac  alior^  loocn^  int  Hertelpol  et  Aberden  in  subsidiQ  obsidionis  castri  iiri  de  Aberdene 
amorende  et  alia  que  ad  expeditoem  nram  contf  Scotos  inimieos  et  rebelles  nros  in  ptibis  illis  atin- 
gut  virilf  faciend^  put.  dihns  et  fidelis  nr  GilB^  Petche  et  Cafia*  nr  Scot*  voB  ezpte  nra  plenius  in« 
junget.  £t  ideo  voB'  mandam^  qd  ad  hoc  omib'  'aliis  ^tmiasis  modis  oib'  intendads.  Mandam^ 
aute  oib^  et  singlis  magris  navia  et  marinar^  pdtis  qd  ad  pfidscend  vobiscil  una  cu  navib^  su  s  et 
hmb^  armia  oompetentib'  bene  munitis^  &c." 

"  Apud  Wyndes,  x  die  July,  1S08." 

Rotuli  Scotiae,  p.  55. 

t  "  Bobcrtus  dei.gra  Bex  Scottor  omibus  probis  hominib'  todus  fre  sue  Saitm  sdatii  nos  de- 
disae  concessiste  et  hac  psenti  carta  8ra  confiimasse  buigensibua  6t  communitate  burgi  nri  de  Aber- 
den curun  &  cttstodiam  todus  foreste  ore  de  Le  Stdcet  cum  ptinendis  Tenend  &  habend  dcto 
burgo  burgmsibtts  &  communitate  ejusdem  &  eor  hexedibua  &  successorib^  p  omes  recCas  metas  suas 
A  divisas  cu  omibus  liBtatib^  comoditatib^  &  aisiamtis  ad  dtam  forestam  spectantibus  seu  de  mre  vel 
oonauetudine  in  ftiturum  spectare  valentibus.  Salvia  nobis  viridi  Sc  Venatione  tantfi  concedim' 
edam  eidm  burgo  nio  buigcnsibus  &  oommunitati  ejusdem  &  eor  beredibus  et  successoribus  q  nul- 
lus  justiciar'  fcarestan  nrar  nee  aliquis  alius  legni  nri  cujuscQ%  oondiconis  fuat  sive  status  se  int' 
mittat  sett  oognitionem  heat  sup  defectibus  dte  fox^ste  nie  p*  psonam  Sram  ic  camariu  arm  qui  p 
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A.D.  1S19.  By  another  charter,  dated  at  Berwick,  10th  December,  and  four- 
teenth year  of  his  reign,  he  granted,  in  fee  farm,  and  confirmed  to 
the  burgesses  and  community  of  the  town,  the'  borough  and  the 
forest  of  Stocket,  in  property,  with  the  pertinents,  to  be  holden  in 
capite  of  his  Majesty,  and  his  heirs,  in  free  burgage ;  with  the  mills, 
waters,  rivers,  fishings,  small  customs,  tolls,  courts,  weights,  and 
measures,  and  all  other  liberties,  commodities,  and  usages  ;  the  red- 
dendum to  the  crown  being  L.213  6s.  8d,  Scots,  in  lieu  of  all  other 
service  and  exaction.*  This  may  be  considered  as  the  fundamental 
charter  of  the  borough,  and  establishment  of  the  corporation  of  the 
burgesses. 

King 


tpe  fuit  flrant  inhibentes  ne  quis  contf  hanc  concessionem  nram  ipos  burgenses  vl  conununitatem 
hedes  suos  vl  successores  vexare  psumat  injuste  sup  nram  plenariam  foris&cturam  In  cujus  rei 
testiom  psenti  carte  ore  sigillm  nrm  pcepim'  apponi  T^tibus  Edwardo  de  Bruis  Comite  de  Carrik 
&  Dno  Galwidie  fratre  nro  David  Comite  Atholie  Constabulario  nro  Scotie  Thoma  Ranulphl  Comite 
Morauie  nepote  nro  Johne  de  Meneteth  GilBto  de  Haia  Alexo  de  Meyners  &  RoBto  de  Keth  Mare8« 
callo  nro  Scocie  militib^    Apud  Dunde  vicesimo  quarto  die  OctoB  amio  regni  nil  octavo.** 

*/^  Ro^tiis  dei  gracia  Rex  Scottoj^  omibus  proB'  hominib'  tocius  tre  6U  sattm  sciatis  nos  de  con« 
silio  et  ordinatione  proborO  regni  nri  concessisse  eC  ad  feodofirma  assedasse  ae  psenti  carta  nra  con- 
firmasse  burgensib^  liris  et  communitati  burgi  nri  de  Aberdene  burgu  nru  de  Aberdene  pdicta  et 
foresta  nra  de  Stoket  cum  ptinen^  tenend.  et  habend.  pdictis  burgensib^  et  communitati  eorura  ho* 
redib^  et  successroib^  in  ppetuu  de  nob^  et  heredib^  nris  in  feodo  et  hereditate  et  in  libero  burgagio 
per  omes  rectas  metas  et  diuisas  suas  cum  molendinis  aquis  piscariis  minutis  custumis  toUoniis  curiis 
ponderib^  mensuria  et  cum  omib^  aliia  CBtatib^  commoditatib^  ajsiamentia  oonsuetudinib^  et  juatn 
ptinent^  suis  ad  assedationem  dictorum  burgi  et  foreste  de  jure  oonsuetudine  spectantib^  vel  spectari 
valentib'  in  futuru  Rsddend  inde  nobis  annuatim  et  heredib^  nris  dicti  burgen.  eorum  hetedes  et 
successores  ut  pdictum  est  ducentas  et  tres  dece  Hbras  sex  solidos  et  octo  denarios  sterlingorli  tan« 
tu  in  camera  nra  ad  duos  anni  terminos  viz.  medietate  ad  festu  Penteoostis  et  alia  medictate  ad 
festu  Sti  Martini  in  hyeme  pro  omi  alio  servitio  exactione  consuetudine  seu  demanda  volum^  etiam 
et  concedim^  quod  dicti  burgenses  nri  heredes  et  successores  eorunde  libere  et  sine  impedimento 
quocuq^  in  campis  moris  et  aliis  qbuscuq^  locis  dicte  foreste  extra  Boscum  del  Stoket  pdicto  burgo 
de  Aberdene  pximo  adjacent,  possint  omimoda  cultura  facere  mansiones  et  edifida  construere  focalia 
federe  ac  alias  quascuq^  commoditates  exercere  pficere  et  ordinare  prout  melius  viderint  expedire 
salvo  tantu  nobis  et  heredib'  nris  virid.  grossaru  arborii  in  pdicto  Bosco  et  venatione  similiter  si  in 
eade  foresta  casualiter  inveniantur  Concessim^  etia  ddem  burgo  nro  burgen.  et  communitati  ejusd 
heredib'  et  suocessorib'  suis  quod  nuUus  justiciari'  foreste  vel  aliquis  alius  regni  nri  cujuscuf^  con- 
ditionis  fuerit  sive  status  supra  custodia  psentis  concessionis  et  infeodationis  nri  vel  super  defectib' 
ejusd  se  aliqualiter  intromittant  aut  cognitione  habeant  nisi  tantu  camerarius  noster  qui  pro  tempore 
fuerit  ita  tamen  quod  quibuscu^  super  hujusmodi  defectibus  aut  sup  destructione  virid.  aut  ven»- 
tionis  in  dicta  foresta  legaliter  convictus  fuerit  poena  hujusmodi  criminis  supportet  in  ppria  psona  et 
nuUus  alias  principale  tamen  concessione  et  infeodatione  nia  in  suo  robore  fiimiter  et  ppetuo  penn»< 
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King  Robert  having  honoured  the  town  with  a  visit  in  the  month  A  D.  1519. 
of  September,*  preceding  the  date  of  this  grant,  was  received  by 
the  community  with  every  mark  of  distinction,  according  to  the 
usual  manner  of  the  times. 

The  death  of  this  monarch,  happening  at  an  eventful  crisis,  was  issg. 
an  irreparable  loss  to  Scotland.  He  left  his  only  son,  David,  a  mi-  ^  ^^' 
nor,  under  the  guardianship  of  Randolph,  Earl  of  Moray,  the  compa- 
nion of  all  his  victories,  who  survived  him  little  more  than  three 
years.  A  civil  war  soon  broke  out  in  the  kingdom ;  and  the  citizens 
of  Aberdeen  once  more  experienced  many  of  the  calamities  conse- 
quent upon  it. 

David  II.  and  his  consort,  Johanna  of  England,  were  anointed  issi. 
and  crowned  at  Scone ;  but  such  was  the  distracted  state  of  the  king-  ^*^  ^^^'• 
dom,  that  it  became  necessary  to  provide  a  place  of  refuge  for  them, 
in  a  foreign  country ;  and  means  were  found  to  convey  them  into 
France,  where  they  were  honourably  entertained  for  several  years. 

E  Edward 


nete  in  cujus  rei  teatiino  psentib^  sigillu  nrQ  pcipimns  apponi  testib^  Willielmo  et  Williebno  Sancti 
Andreae  et  Dunkeld  Episcopis  Bernardo  Attte  de  Aberb€  Cancett  nro  Thmna  Ranulphi  Camite  Mo- 
rauie  et  Domino  Valt  Anandie  et  Mannie  RoBto  de  Keth  Marescallo  nro  GilBto  de  Haia  Constabu- 
brio  nro  Alezandro  Frazer  Camerario  nostro  militibua  apud  Berwic  super  Twede  dedmo  die  Decern, 
anno  regni  nri  quarto  decimo.** 

King  Robert,  by  bi9  second  charter,  granted  to  the  community  the  priyi]^;e  of  holding  their 
Trinity  Fair  in  the  town;  dated  the  8th  December,  and  14th  year  of  his  reign. 

His  fourth  charter  granted  to  them  the  assizet  of  ale,  and  fish,  red  and  white ;  dated  S5th  Sep* 
tember,  ahd  18th  year  of  his  reign. 

His  fifth  charter,  dated  at  Carrick,  in  the  23d  year  of  his  reign,  granted  and  confirmed  all  former 
rights,  privil^es,  and  customp,  to  the  borough  and  community ;  with  power  to  take,  imprison,  and 
punish  every  person  repairing  to  the  town,  armed  against  the  King's  statute. 

The  sixth  and  last  charter,  granted  by  this  Prince  to  the  community,  is  pretty  much  in  the  same 
terms;  and  is  dated  at  Galloway,  10th  March,  1328-9. 

These  two  last  are  probably  the  latest  charters  which  Robert  granted  to  any  royal  borough ;  for 
he  died  on  the  7th  June,  1829,  in  the  55th  year  of  his  age,  and  25th  of  his  reign. 

t  Aaaiie  here  iignifiet  a  certain  mctiurc,  or  qaantity,  which  beloogi  to  (he  Klog»  as  a  part  of  hii  customi  and  anncztd 
property.— (ili^'am  MaJetUUem^SeoU  Aei$  qf  Pariiament.) 

*  Robertson's  Index,  postscript,  p.  4«^Charter  to  Ada,  fiL  Adam. 
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A.  D.  1332.  Edward  Baliol,  son  of  the  unfortunate  King  John,  by  the  instU 
gation  of  many  of  the  English  nobility,  and  disinherited  barons,  now 
24th  Sept.  asserted  his  claim  to  the  crown  of  Scotland,  He  invaded  the  coun- 
try with  a  considerable  army;  and,  being  favoured  by  some  successes  in 
the  commencement  of  his  career,  he  was  soon  in  quiet  possession  of 
the  kingdom,  and  was  crowned  at  Scone.*  Not  long  after,  however, 
he  made  a  solemn  surrender  of  the  liberties  and  independence  of 
Scotland  to  Edward  III.  of  England,  whom  he  acknowledged  as  his 
liege  lord.  The  adherents  and  supporters  of  David,  the  young 
king,  were  zealous,  potent,  and  numerous ;  but,  besides  the  forces  of 
Baliol,  they  had  the  whole  power  of  England  to  oppose. 

1334.  About  this  time.  King  Edward,  more  with  a  view  to  vindicate  his 
own  pretensions  to  the  sovereignty  of  Scotland  than  to  support  Ba- 
liol, invaded  the  kingdom,  both  by  sea  and  land,  and  formed  a  junc- 
tion with  Bailors  army  at  Perth.  He  afterwards,  without  much  op- 
position, penetrated  into  the  country,  by  the  way  of  Athol,  as  far  as 

1336.  Invemess.f  While  Edward's  army  was  triumphant  in  the  north,  Sir 
Thomas  Koscelyn,  J  an  English  knight,  landed  at  Dunnotter  a  body 
of  troops,  with  which  he  marched  towards  Aberdeen.  The  citizens 
and  partisans  of  Bruce  opposed  them  with  great  bravery,  in  the 
Green,  near  the  Denburn,  but  they  were  defeated  with  severe  loss. 
Roscelyn,  the  English  commander,  being  mortally  wounded,  fell 
in  the  action.  The  inhabitants,  overwhelmed  with  terror  and  con- 
sternation 


*  Fordan^  lib.  ziii.  cap.  24. 

t  Edward  was  at  Berwick  S8th  June;  at  Perth^  from  let  to  26th  July— -from  the  ISfh  August 
to  15th  September ;  and  at  Nottingham  on  the  23d  September^  1336.^^Rym€r^i  Fasiera,  torn,  ir. 
p.  702,  70S.  707. — Roiuli  Scotias,  p.  434.  454.]  If,  therefore,  he  accompanied  the  northern  expedi- 
tion, his  progress  must  have  been  very  rapid  betwixt  the  25th  July  and  13th  August  It  is  pro- 
bable  he  returned  to  Perth  the  same  way  by  which  he  advanced,  leaving  his  army  in  the  north;  and 
perhaps  never  was  in  Aberdeen. 

X  Edward  had  appointed  him  govomor  of  Dunnotter  Castle  in  March,  1336;  and,  by  a  mandate, 
ordered  him  to  make  choice  of  three  carpenters,  three  masons,  and  two  smiths,  and  one  hundred  ar- 
chers, with  a  supply  of  arms,  and  to  proceed,  without  delay,  to  the  fortress.— (Westminster,  2Sd 
March.)  Edward,  on  the  20th  of  April,  issued  his  mandate  to  Jokni  de  Norwico,  Admiral  of  his 
fleet  in  the  north,  to  provide  Roscelyn  with  three  ships,  for  conveying  these  supplies,  along  with  his 
family,  to  Dunnotter.~(Guildford;  20th  April.) 

RotuUSeotiSk  p.  411. 416. 
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stemation  on  this  disaster,  fled  from  the  town:  the  enemy  pursued,  a.d.  isse. 
and,  in  revenge,  put  many  of  them  to  death.  The  place  was  after- 
ward  given  up  to  pillage,  and  set  on  fire  by  the  English.  It  is  said 
to  have  continued  burning  for  six  days,  and  to  have  been  laid  in 
ashes.*  The  town,  however,  appears  soon  to  have  recovered  from 
the  effects  of  this  disaster ;  for,  when  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom  be- 
gan  to  wear  a  more  favourable  aspect,  the  citizens  were  enabled,  by 
their  usual  exertions,  to  rebuild  their  dwellings,!  and  resume  their 
former  occupations.  $ 

King  David,  who  had  remained  in  France  during  these  com-  is^i. 
motions,    having    returned,    with    his    Queen,   Johanna,    and   re-  ^*y*- 
gained  his  kingdom,  resided  occasionally  in  Aberdeen.     He  held 
his  first  parliament  there  ;§  and  confirmed,  by  several  charters,  the  i34s. 
whole  immunities  and  privileges  which  the  community  had  formerly 
acquired  from  King  Robert  Bruce,  his  father.  ||    At  the  same  time, 

E  2  he 


♦  Wynton,  b.  viii.  cap.  SO.  138.  cap.  33.  76.— Boece  de  Vit.  Epis.  Abred.  f.  7. 

Vestiges  of  this  destruction  have  often  been  discovered,  in  the  course  of  improving  the  old  streets^ 
and  in  digging  foundations^  when  old  houses  were  rebuilt.  Some  years  ago;,  in  forming  St.  Nicholas 
street,  condderiible  quantities  of  wood^  which  had  been  in  a  state  <^  ignition^  were  discovered,  buried 
under  ground ;  and  several  earthen  jars,  filled  with  silver  coin  of  King  William,  Alexander  III.  and 
Edward  I.  were  also  foimd,  whidi  were  supposed  to  have  been  the  deposits  of  some  religious  house. 

t  Chamberlain  Accounts,  p.  259,  &c— Rotuli  Scotise,  p.  485. 

X  Edward  laid  an  embargo  on  five  ships  in  the  Swa3m,  firom  Flsnders,  bound  for  Aberdeen,  with 
arms,  provisions,  and  other  articles,  10th  March,  1337- — ^RotuU  ScciuBy  p.  485.] 

§  Keith's  Catalogue,  p.  6l.-»Robertson's  Index,  p.  40. 

II  ''  David  dei  gra  Rex  Scottor  omib^  h5ib'  tocius  tre  sue  sattm  sdatis  nos  concessisse  &  ex  de- 
liberato  consilio  nro  hac  psenti  carta  nra  oonfirmasse  bui^ensib^  nris  de  Aberdene  fidelib^  oris  & 
communitati  burgi  nri  pdti  omes  libertates  consuetudines  8c  iura  de  quib'  ^  pdecessores  nros  Reges 
Scocte  quoscunq^  infeodati  fuerint  &  quib^  iuste  8c  sedm  leges  burgo]^  usi  sunt  oppressione  sine  sub- 
uersione  li^tu  suar  quas  p  guerram  nram  in  absentia  nra  hucusq^  passi  sunt  non  obstante  &  licet 
dti  burgenses  nri  &  oommunitas  ad  instantiam  nram  vel  ex  pmissio  ne  contra  liBtates  &  iura  sua  eis 
a  Regib'  Scotie  pdeoessorib^  nris  conoessa  dampna  8c  injurias  de  facto  sint  ppossi.  Volum^  tamen 
€^  liBtates  sue  consuetudines  &  iura  sua  sibi  &  successorib^  suis  deteto  integra  pmaneant  8c  illesa. 
Quare  firmit  phibem'  ne  quia  contra  banc  concessionem  nram  ipos  vexare  gravare  sen  inquietare 
psumat  sup  nram  plenariam  forisfacturam.  In  cui^  rei  testimoniu  pdicte  carte  nre  sigillum  nnn 
pcepim^  ajqponi.  Testib'  RoBto  Senescallo  Scotie  nepote  nro  Duncano  Comite  de  fyf  patricio  de 
Dunbar  Comite  Marchie  RoBto  de  Keth  Marescallo  nro  Scocie  Malcolmo  Flemyng  &  Thoma  de 
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A.  D.  1S4S.  he  aflforded  the  citizens  every  assistance  to  restore  the  town  to  its 
former  state.  Hence  it  obtained  the  name  of  New  Aberdeen,*  by 
which  it  has  ever  since  been  distinguished  from  the  neighbouring 
place  or  city  of  Old  Aberdeen,  originally  known  by  the  name  of 
Kirktown  of  Seaton.  This  had  now  become  the  seat  of  the  epis- 
copal see.  David,  with  a  view  to  encourage  commerce  in  his 
kingdom,  established  mints  at  various  places.  One  of  these  was 
erected  at  Aberdeen,  in  the  same  place  where  King  William  had  for- 
merly his  Exchequer.  The  coinage  was  groat  pieces  of  silver,  many 
of  which  are  still  preserved  in  the  cabinets  of  the  curious,  f 

The  English  being  now  driven  out  of  Scotland,  and  their  hostile 
incursions  suspended,  Aberdeen  became  of  some  consideration  as  a 
commercial  town.  It  made  considerable  returns  from  its  customs  to 
the  exigencies  of  the  state ;  and  acquired  an  addition  to  its  impor- 
tance, by  being  represented  in  the  parliament  of  the  kingdom. 

J  356.  About  this  time,  owing  to  a  bad  season,  and  the  disorders  of  war, 
there  appears  to  have  been,  in  Scotland,  an  unusual  scarcity 
of  corn,  approaching  /  to  famine.  William  de  Leth,  provost  of 
Aberdeen,  was  deputed  to  repair  to  England  in  order  to  procure  a 
supply  of  corn  for  the  inhabitants.  He  obtained  letters  of  per- 
mission from  King  Edward  to  j^urchase,  in  any  part  of  England, 
200  quarters  of  wheat,  400  quarters  of  barley  and  malt,  200  quarters 
of  beans  and  pease,  and  also  ten  casks  of  wine ;  and  to  export  the 
same  from  the  port  of  Barton,  on  the  Humber,  or  Hedon,  in  York- 
shire. At  the  same  time,  permission  appears  to  have  been  given  to 
William,  Bishop  of  St.  Andrews,  to  purchase  100  quarters  of  vheat, 

and 


Camoto  Cancellario  nro  militib^  in  pleno  conailio  nro  tento  Apud  Aberdene  vicesimo  primo  die 
Februar.  anno  regni  iiri  tertio  decimo." 

*  Gordon's  Descriptive  Map  of  Aberdeen,  I66I. 

t  Antico  Lat.  +  DAVID :  DEI :  GRA :  REX :  SCOTORVM,  Caput  Regis  coronatum  cum 
sceptro,  ross  inclusap. 

Postico  Lat.    +  DNS :  PTECTOR   MEL   LIBATOR    MS.  interius    villa   aberdon.     Crux 
magna  totum  nummum  pertransiens  cum  4.  calcaribus  quinque  aculeorum. 
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and  100  quarters  of  malt,  for  the  sustenance  of  himself  and  his  fa- 
mily ;  and  to  Patrick,  Bishop  of  Brechin,  to  purchase  40  quarters  of 
wheat,  and  40  quarters  of  malt,  for  the  same  purpose,* 

At  this  time  a  parliament  was  summoned  to  meet  at  Edinburgh,  a.d.  1357. 
in  order  to  concert  measures  for  the  ransom  of  King  David,  who  had  *^*  ^^^' 
been  a  captive  in  England  since  the  disastrous  battle  of  NeviU's 
Cross,  on  17th  October,  1346.f    Aberdeen  is  mentioned  among  the 
other  boroughs,  as  being  represented  in  this   parliament,  and  is 
ranked  third  in  the  roll-J     The  treaty  being  concluded  for  his  ran- 
som, at  100,000  merks  sterling,^  by  yearly  payments  of  10,000  merks, 
Aberdeen  was  one  of  the  four  boroughs  whose  commissioners  §  ac- 
ceded to  it ;  and  bound  themselves,  and  all  the  merchants  and  bur- 
gesses of  Scotland,  for  its  accomplishment.     David's  ransom  being 
effected,  he  returned  to  his  kingdom ;  and  appears  to  have  had  his 
residence  in  Aberdeen,  on  frequent  occasions,  during  the  remain- 
der of  his  reign.  ||     In  another  parliament,  which  met  this  year  at  1S67. 
Scone,  the  borough  was  represented  by  its  commissioners,  and  is  ^f^'^^' 
ranked  in  the  roll  immediately  after  Edinburgh. 

In 


•  Rotuli  Scotie,  p.  802.— 5th  May,  1557- 

t  Among  the  Scottish  prisoners,  allowed  to  return  to  Scotland  to  procure  their  ransoms^  were 
Walter  Hatter,  Thomas  Haytton,  and  Alex.  Taillour,  of  Aberdeen,  2d  December,  1356. — J^Rottdi 
Scotia,  p.  798.3 

i  Lord  Hailes'  Annals,  voL  ii.  268. 

IT  Equal  to  about  L.  190,477  Us.  9^d.  in  sterling  money,  in  the  12th  of  George  II. 

§  The  commissioners  for  the  town  were,  Laurence  de  Garvock,  William  de  Leth,  and  John 
Cnb.'^Ryfner^s  Feed.  vol.  vi.  p.  44.  590  ^^^  ^'^  iq^ypears  to  have  been  an  eminent  character  of 
the  time.  He  was  a  burgess  of  Aberdeen,  and  possessed  of  considerable  property  in  the  town  and 
county ;  part  of  which  he  bestowed  on  the  Carmelite  Friars  of  Aberdeen,  in  the  year  lS82.ir  Pro- 
bably he  was  the  same  person  mentioned  in  Lord  Hailes'  Annals,  '^  who  is  said  to  have  been  a  Fle- 
mish mariner,  and  to  have  eminently  distinguished  himself  at  the  defence  of  Berwick.  Attached  to 
the  service  of  Scotland,  he  continued  for  many  years  to  cruise  on  the  eastern  coasts,  and  exceedingly 
annoyed  the  English  commerce.  While  the  Scots  blockaded  Perth,  he  came  with  ten  vessels  to  the 
entrAice  of  the  river  Tay :  he  took  the  ship  which  belonged  to  Henry  de  Beaumont;  but  soon  after, 
in  a  general  engagement,  his  whole  fleet  was  burnt,  24th  August,  1332"'^Foi,  ii.  p.  J7i-I| 

^  Robertion'i  Indci,  p.  188. 
II  Robertson's  Index  to  Charters. 
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A.D.  1888.  In  the  reign  of  Robert  II.  the  first  of  the  family  of  the  Stuarts, 
and  the  nephew  and  successor  of  David,  animosities  between  the  two 
nations  again  broke  out  into  open  war.  Robert  now  assembled  his 
parliament  at  Aberdeen,  to  devise  the  means  for  an  incursion  into 
England.  By  their  advice  two  armies,  consisting  of  15,000  men 
each,  were  speedily  levied.  They  entered  England  without  much 
opposition ;  and,  irfter  ravaging  the  country,  they  retreated  home- 
ward, having  sacrificed  many  lives  in  this  predatory  excursion,  with- 
out acquiring  any  corresponding  honour  or  advantage  to  the  nation. 
Robert,  in  the  course  of  his  progresses  to  the  north,  often  had  occa- 
sion to  be  in  the  town,  which  appears  from  several  royal  charters 
granted  by  him  during  his  reign. 

Among  the  extraordinary  occurrences  in  the  town  during  this 
century,  may  be  mentioned  the  assassination  of  Sir  David  Berk- 
ley, who  was  murdered  by  John  St.  Michltel,  and  his  accomplices, 
on  Shrove  Tuesday,  in  the  year  1350.  The  knight  of  Liddes- 
dale,  then  prisoner  in  England,  is  reported  to  have  hired  the  mur- 
derers, to  revenge  the  death  of  Sir  John  Douglas,  whom  Berkley  had 
slain.* 

King  David's  sister,  the  princess  Matilda  de  Bruce,  married  to 
Thomas  Ysaac,t  and  whose  residence  had  been  for  some  years  in  the 

town, 


*  Fordun^  vol.  14.  7. 

t  Ysaac,  who  is  distinguished  by  the  addition  of  '^  Clericus  quondam  burgensis  de  Aberden/' 
had  a  right  to  an  annual  rent  Biinng  firoma  tenement  in  the  Casdegate,  inle  Chekery,  or  Exchequer^ 
of  Aberdeen,  which  had  formerly  belonged  to  the  Abbot  of  Scone.  To  this  annual  rent  ''  Alex- 
ander dictus  Ysaac"  succeeded  as  heir  to  his  father  Ysaac.  He  conveyed  the  same  annual  rent 
to  John  de  Edynham,  burgess  of  Aberdeen,  by  a  charter,  18th  April,  1S50,  which  is  preserved  in 
the  archives  of  the  town.  The  original  grant  of  the  tenement  was  made  by  Alexander  I.  King  of 
Scots,  about  A.D.  1107.  to  the  Abbot  and  Mcmks  of  Scone.  This  charter  of  Alexander}  has  often 
perplexed  antiquaries,  in  regard  to  the  distinction  betwixt  New  and  Old  Aberdeen ;  and  founding 
upon  it,  without  enquiring  into  the  local  situation  of  the  property,  they  have  assumed  that  (Hd 
Aberdeen  was  the  site  of  the  ancient  Aberdon.  But  here  there  is  incontrovertible  evidence  that 
the  Abbot  of  Scone  had  this  property  in  the  town  afterwards  distinguished  by  the  name  of  New  Aber- 
deen, in  the  time  of  Alexander  I.  long  before  the  translation  of  the  episcopal  see  from  Mortlach  to 
Kirktown  of  Seaton;  and  that  one  of  the  streets  of  that  town  was  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Castl^^ate.    The  Abbot  of  Scone  had  no  property  in  Old  Aberdeen.  ^  Uni^sis 

t  Charter  in  Sir  J.  I)idJ7nple*8  Cell.  Ap.  No.  ii.— Rotiili  8coti«^  p.  S5. 
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town,  died  about  the  year  1858.  Her  body  was  carried  to  Dunferm-  A.D.  i385. 
line,  for  sepulture  in  the  Abbey  church  of  that  place.  About  the 
same  period.  Christian  Bruce,  sister  of  King  Robert  Bruce,  had  her 
residence  in  Aberdeen,  and  it  is  recorded  that  she  made  se- 
veral pious  donations  to  St.  Nicholas  church.  She  was  the  widow  of ' 
Sir  Andrew  Murray  of  Bothwell,  sometime  Regent  of  the  kingdom 
during  the  minority  of  David  II. 

As  far  back  as  we  have  been  enabled  to  trace,  from  records,  the 
constitution  of  the  borough,  it  has  been  found  to  be  vested  in  the  al- 
derman, four  baillies,  and  a  common  council,  who  were  the  sole  admi^ 
nistrators  of  the  public  affairs  of  the  town.  In  this  year,  on  the  1S94. 
Monday  after  Michaelmas,  being  the  anniversary  day  of  election,  a 
code  of  laws  appears  to  have  been  established,  under  the  common 
seal,  for  the  better  government  of  the  magistrates  and  town  council 
in  their  elections ;  and  for  other  municipal  purposes.    These  laws 

were 


''  Univsis  hanc  cartam  visur  vl  audita?  Xez  dictoa  Ysaac  filiua  «  hea  Ysaac  Clerici  qoond  burgen- 
sis  de  Aberden  sattm  etxiam  in  duo  novit^  univsites  vre  me  concessisse  ac  pscise  vendidisse,  n"  no 
omo  «  in  ppetUil  p  me  «  Hedib'  meis  «  meis  assignatis  quiets  clamasse  «  hac  psenti  carta  mea  con« 
Srmasse  JoHi  de  Edynhme  burgepii  de  Abirden  toia  ilia  redditQ  men  annum  viginti  solido]^  stlin- 
goif  me  jure  hereditario  contingent  de  ilia  tra  cu  ptinenciis  qm  tenuit  Jolies  de  Bothuyll  ad  feodo- 
finna  die  vigit  jacent  in  yico  Cast^  in  le  Chekery  dni  Atlbis  de  Scon'  in!  tram  tuc  Walti  de  Etall 
▼sus  occidente  expte  una^  et  tram  tUc  Malcolmi  dti  Erick  vsus  orientem  expte  alta  Quern  v  reddi- 
tum  anum  ad  tS  pladta  capitalis  dti  burgi  put  moris  est  %  legis  burgo]^  approbate  ppnquiorib^  de 
sanguine  meo  legalit  optulL  Vendenda  pro  quandam  pecunie  suma  quod  pdt^  JolLes  m^  in  mea 
gyissima  necessitate  pbata  ad  sustentacom  vite  me  «  ad  debita  mea  adquietanda  in  quib'  erga 
divsos  tempe  cofectionis  psentis  carte  g^int  exdti  onatus  in  pecunia  numata  bn  «  fidelit  psolvit  « 
pacavit  unde  me  p  me  «  hcdib'  meis  «  meis  assignatis  bn  contentu  teneo  «  pacatu  Tenendu  %  hu« 
dum  pdlo  Jolli  «  hedib'  suis  %  suis  assignatis  pure  %  imppetuu  a  me  «  hedib^  meis  %  meis  assigna- 
tis liBe  quiete  plaiar  %  honorifice  bn  et  in  pace  absq^  aliqua  reclamacoe  mei  t1  hedu  meo]^  seu  alior 
quonmu^  noie  nro  vl  expte  nra  in  fiituru  Ego  v  pdt^  Alex,  et  heredes  mei  vl  mei  assignati  totu 
pdtm  redditu  meQ  anum  viginti  solidor  stlingor  p  oia  bona  nra  mobilis  et  immobilis  tres  redditus  % 
tenemta  ubicu^  infra  burgu  de  ABden  fuerint  aut  ext  pdto  Jdhi  %  hedib^  suis  «  suis  assignatis  p 
pdta  pecunie  suma  in  mea  necessitate  ut  pmittir  integre  %  fidelit  solitis  cont'  omes  homines  %  femi« 
nas  guranti3abim^  acquieta^m'  «  in  ppetuQ  defendem'.  In  cuj^  rei  testimoniu  psenti  carte  sigillu 
med  est  appensum.  Et  ad  majorem  huj^  rei  evidenciam  sigillu  coe  burgi  de  Abirden  gra  testimonii 
psentib^  apponi  pcuravi  Dat.  apd  Abirden  octodecimo  die  mensis  Aplis  anno  dni  mittmo  fcentesimo 
quinq^gesimo^  hiis  testib^  RoBto  de  Edynhme  tQc  Alderpianno  de  ABden  Rof  o  de  Nesbit  Andr 
filio  Walti  Gregorii  dti  Spalding  et  Alexo  de  Bryse  tuc  ballis  ej^dem  burgi  David  de  Foty  Simone 
Gilsach  Johe  Spring  Malcolmo  dti  Erick  Wittmo  filio  David  Wittmo  de  Leth  %  multis  aliis." 
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A.'D.  1394.  were  held  in  strict  observance  for  many  years ;  and  were  again  sane* 
tioned  by  a  head  court  of  the  community  in  the  year  1436.* 

Though,  previous  to  the  reign  of  Eobert  III.  commerce  had  made 
but  slow  progress  in  Britain,  yet,  in  the  course  of  our  narrative,  some 
ins^tances  have  been  stated,  which  shew,  that,  from  a  very  early  pe- 
riod, Aberdeen  had  carried  on  some  little  trade,  in  such  articles  as 
its  industry  afforded.  Its  commerce  seems  to  have  gradually  in- 
creased, and  to  have  been  carried  on  with  as  much  spirit  as  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  country  would  admit.  About  the  latter  part  of 
the  reign  of  King  Kobert  Bruce,  it  had  become,  comparatively 
speaking,  very  considerable.  In  the  Chamberlain's  accounts  it  is  often 
mentioned  as  contributing  to  the  support  of  the  crown,  by  payment 
of  customs,  to  a  pretty  considerable  amount. 

The  principal  articles  of  its  traffic  seem  to  have  been  wool,  hides, 
and  skins,  both  of  domestic  and  wild  animals ;  tallow;  salted  salmon, 
and  other  fish ;  with  coarse  woollen  cloths.  Its  imports  were  mostly 
linen  and  finer  cloths,  claret,  and  white  wines,  oils,  salt,  soap,  dye-stuffs; 
cinnamon,  and  other  spiceries;  iron,  tar,  hardware,  armour,  and 
arms;  wheat,  malt,  barley,  and  pease.  This  trade  was  carried  on 
with  England,!  Flanders,  Brabant,  Holland,  Hamburgh,  and  Dant- 
zic.  However  trifling  such  commerce  may  now  be  considered,  it,  ne- 
vertheless, enabled  the  community,  whose  luxuries  and  wants  were 

few, 


*  Municipal  Laws^  established  in  IS94. 

1st  That  no  alderman^  baillie^  or  any  office-bearer^  shall  remain  in  office  beyond  one  year. 

Sd  The  aldennan's  accounts  to  be  given  in^  40  days  after  his  going  out  of  office,  and  the  balance 

to  be  paid  without  delay. 
3d.  He  is  to  enjoy  no  office  till  the  accounts  be  rendered^  and  the  balance  paid. 
4th.  No  sum  above  £.1  to  be  spent,  without  the  consent  of  a  majority  of  the  coundL 
5th.  The  baillies  only  to  meddle  with  the  town's  rents. 
6th.  Commissioners  to  parliament  to  be  chosen  by  the  whole  counciL 
7th.  Tenants  of  the  town's  lands,  fishings,  and  mills,  to  pay  their  rents  when  due. 
To  these  there  are  added— Regulations  for  fleshers,  dealers  in  victual,  and  for  the  public  markets. 

Council  Ragifter,  toI.  iv.  78. 

t  In  the  Rotuli  Scotise,  there  are  many  passports  from  Edward  to  the  merchants  of  Aberdeen, 
to  barter  their  commodities,  and  to  trade,  in  EngluL±^RoH$H  Scotitt,  p.  716.  80S.  B59»  seg*  S80. 
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few,  to  support  its  rank  in  the  scale  of  political  society ;  and,  when  Ac  D.  139*. 
called  upon,'  to  contribute  to  the  exigencies  of  the  sovereign. 

While  animosities  subsisted  between  the  two  British  nations.  King 
Edward  III.  had  been  the  means  of  interrupting  the  trade  between 
the  Scots  and  the  Flemings.  By  his  influence  with  the  Earl  of  Flan- 
ders, the  Scots  were  excluded  from  the  ports  of  his  territories.  This 
impolitic  measure  necessarily  occasioned  David  II.  to  retaliate.  He 
issued  forth  an  edict,  dated  the  12th  November,  in  the  19th  year  of  his 
reign,  by  which  he  approved  of  the  staple  of  the  Scottish  merchants 
being  established  at  the  port  of  Middleburgh,  in  Zealand.  By  a 
similar  edict,  of  the  same  date,  he  prohibited  the  merchants  of  Flan- 
ders, and  all  Flemings,  from  resorting  to  Scotland,  in  the  way  of  com- 
mercial intercourse,  under  the  pain  of  confiscation  of  their  goods. 
From  this  act  of  proscription,  mariners  alone  were  excepted.*  Both 
these  writings  are  preserved  in  the  archives  of  Aberdeen. 

In  this  age,  literature  had  made  very  little  progress  in  Scotland. 
There  were  few  men  eminent  for  erudition,  and  these  were  confined 
chiefly  to  the  order  of  the  clergy,  whose  knowledge  in  the  higher 
branches  of  letters  was  mostly  acquired  in  foreign  seminaries.  What- 
ever relates  to  those  persons,  whose  writings  have  engaged  our  atten- 
tion, naturally  incites  our  curiosity.  The  time  and  place  of  their  birth, 
their  education,  and  gradual  attainments,  are  objects  which  merit  con- 
sideration. Among  the  earliest  eminent  characters,  distinguished  by 
his  accomplishments  in  learning,  was  John  Barbour,  the  metrical  histo- 
rian. Archdeacon  of  Aberdeen,  who  consequently  deserves  to  be  men- 
tioned.   He  was  born  in  this  place,  about  the  year  1380;  and,  having 

F  received 


•  '*  David  dei  gra  Rex  Scottor  Cas^io  nro  Sco*  vicecomitib^  ppoitis  «  eor  battis  cetisc^  minis- 
tns  niis  ad  quos  psentes  h"  pvefiint  aattm  Quia  manifestu  fuit  consilio  iiro  tento  apud  Dunde  xii 
die  NovemB^  q^  flcatores  regni  nri  %  eor  svientes  n^  oon  %  omes  «  singli  de  Regno  iiro  cujuscuq^ 
codicoms  aut  status  cu  ofiaib^  bonis  suis  %  iBcandisis  de  ptib^  flandrie  a  comunione  flamyngor  exulati 
sunt  %  banniti  cuj^  tarn  baniconis  penit^  ignoram^.  Unde  mcatores  Flandrie  %  omes  flamyngos  cujus- 
cuq^  condicoms  aut  status  nautis  dutaxat  exceptis^  a  visitacone  «  comunione  Regni  nri  penitus  exu- 
lam^  Ita  q  ubicu(|^  inf^  Regnu  nrm  a  notificaione  psenciu  trar  aliquis  flam3mgus  invenir  tanq  banitus 
«  exulatus  captivet  «  omia  bona  sua  «  ficandise  ad  opus  nrm  confiscant^  tam  diu  videlus.  c^  arresta 
ficator  Regni  nri  impfta  in  flandria  remota  Vobis  numdam^  «  precipim'  p  tenore  psentis  ire  nre  ut 
pmtit'in  omib^  consuetis  Dat  in  consilio  nro  tento  pdto  die  Apud  Dunde^  anno  regni  nostri  ded« 
mo  nono." 
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AD.  1394-  received  a  competent  education,  perhaps  at  a  grammar  school  of  one 
of  the  ixjonasteries,  he  entered  into  holy  orders,  and  was  promoted 
by  King  David  to  the  archdeaconry  of  Aberdeen  about  the  year  1356. 
After  his  promotion,  he  continued  to  cultivate  literature  with  indefa- 
tigable zeal.  In  the  year  1357,  he  was  one  of  the  three  commis- 
sioners, appointed  by  the  bishop  of  Aberdeen,  to  attend  parliament 
at  Edinburgh,  to  concert  measures  for  the  redemption  of  King  David. 
In  the  same  year  he  repaired  to  England,  accompanied  with  three 
other  students,  under  a  protection  from  Edward  III.*  which  had  been 
obtained  on  the  solicitation  of  King  David,  in  order  that  he  might 
prosecute  his  studies  at  the  university  of  Oxford,  where  he  remained 
for  some  time,  performing  his  scholastic  exercises.  He  continued  af- 
terwards occasionally  his  attendance  at  this  ancient  seat  of  learning, 
adding  to  the  stock  of  knowledge  which  he  had  already  acquired.^ 
and,  in  1365  and  1368,  he  went  to  France,  where  he  completed  his 
education.:]:  David,  who  seems  to  have  greatly  patronized  him,  be- 
stowed upon  him,  during  life^  from  the  customs  of  Aberdeen^  an  an- 
nual pension  of  L.10,||  as  a  rewazd  for  bis  poem  on  his  father,  King 
Bobert  Bruce.  Bobert  II.  granted  him^  from  the  fee  farms  of  the  bo^ 
rough,  an  annuity  of  L.l  in  perpetuity,  which  he  bequeathed  to  the 
canons  of  the  cathedral  church  of  Aberdeen,  for  celebrating  yearly  s 
mass  of  requiem  for  his  soul,  §  according  to  the  custom  of  the  age* 
He  was  for  some  years  comptroller  of  the  household  to  David ;  and 
died  about  the  year  1396.^  Barbour  was  not  only  distinguished  for 
his  extensive  loiowledge  in  the  j^ilosophy  and  divinity  of  the  age ; 
but  justly  celebrated  as  a  poet,  for  his  metrical  history  of  the  achieve^ 
ments  of  the  illustrious  King  Bobert  Bruce ;  and  of  tlie  details  of  the 
exploits  of  his  faithful  companions  in  arms,  Bandolph,  Earl  of  Moray, 
and  the  Lord  James  Douglas.  This  work  was  completed  about  the 
year  1375-    The  style  of  his  composition  is  regarded,  by  the  learned  of 

both 


♦  Rymer'8  Fsedera,  vol.  vi.  p.  31.  Sp.— Eotuli  Scotia,  p.  808. 

+  Rotuli  Scotiae,  p.  886.  807.  t  n>ii  986.— Rymer's  Faedera,  vol  vi.  p.  478. 

II  EquiJ  to  about  L.S4  sterling  money* 

§  Chamberhin's  Accounts,  voL  u.  p.  IftS.  15S.  40S.->— Robertaon's  Index,  p.  1S8.  fth 

IT  Chamberlain's  Accoonts,  vol.  ii.  p.  19,«-Cartulary  of  Aberdeen^  £  115. 
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both  .kingdoms^  as  iBin  ornament  to  the  English  language ;  and  not  a.d.  is9^ 
inferior  to  that  of  his  English  cotemporary  Chaucer.* 

The  language  which  was  vernacular  in  Aberdeen  during  this  age, 
was  neither  the  ancient  Celtic,  or  Gaelic,  that  continued  to  be  spoken 
in  the  mountainous  part  of  the  country,  nor  derived  from  it;  but  would 
seem  to  have  been  a  dialect  of  the  Saxon,  intermingled  with  some 
words  from  the  British,  Danish,  and  French.  Of  this  we  are  enabled 
to  judge,  from  various  circumstances  occurring  in  the  judicial  pro- 
ceedings of  the  courts  of  record ;  from  the  specimens  of  epistolary 
writing,and£rom  some  popular  transactions  selected  from  the  records^f 

F  2  This    - 


*  Dr.  Warton's  History  of  Ancient  Poetg,  voL  i.  p.  318.— Monthly  Review^  FelMniary,  1788. 
The  following  is  given  as  a  specimen  of  our  audior's  versification  and  sdle,  in  the  description  of 
niraft  dbjects-*in  his  praises  of  spring. 

«  This  was  in  ver,«  when  winter  tide.  And  trees  begouth5  breaking  to  ma,  4 

With  his  blasts  hideous  to  bide.  Burgeons  5  and  blyth  bloomes  alswa> 

Was  overdriven ;  and  bkdis  small.  To  win  the  hewing^  of  their  head 

As  turtle  and  the  nightingale.  That  wicked  winter  hath  them  made, 

Bc^gaR  right  sweet)^  for  to  skig  And  all  gcrase?  begouth  to  spring: 

Aad  lor  to  make  ikmt  sokeng;  in  that  fweet  time,  the  noble  King,"  &c. 

Swfeet  notes  iad  soaadB  aecre,* 
Ab4  mel«iie»  pteuwit  to  hour,  Sarbmir,  EUnbtirgk  &ikum,  I670.  p.  7^- 

The  smnmer  is  described  with  equal  beauty.    The  verses  are  picturesque,  and  extremely  soft  : 

*^  This  was  in  mids  of  mirthfull  Ms^,  And  fields  strowed  are  with  flowers 

When  birdis  sings  in  ilk  spray.  Well  sauouring;,  of  seir  colours ; 

Makmg  their  notes  with  seemlie  soun^  And  all  thing  worthed^  blyth  and  gay. 

For  softnesse  of  the  sweet  seasoun ;  When  that  the  goode  King  tuke  his  way." 
And  leaves  of  the  branches  spreads. 

And  bloomes  right  about  them  breeds ;  Barbour,  p.  258. 

1  Spring        S  Several        3  Began        4  More        5  Buds        6  Colouring        7  Grass        8  Became 

Ttcm  some  passages  in  Winton's  Chronicle  it  would  appear,  that  Barbour  had  also  composed  a 
CmenlfngiCTit  History  of  the  Kings  of  Seolland;  tat  of  tfai^  work  no  manusc^pt  is  known  to  be  ex- 
tant. His  materials,  we  may  presume,  were  supplied  by  national  tradition,  or  by  such  authentic 
writers  as  Geoffirey  of  Monmouth.  The  earliest  edition  of  ^'  The  Bruot^'  ^ich  has  hitherto  been 
traced,  was  published  at  Edinburgh  in  l6i6,  i»  t  dtoodlioifiio  finnii.^-{2>.  Iftm^i  Lives  eftke  Scot- 
tish  Poets,  vol.  1.  258.] 

t  The  following  is  a  transcript  of  a  Contract,  in.  ihe  year  iS99,  betwixt  the  Community  and 
John  Lamb3mton,  &c.  in  the  common  language  of  the  place  :— 

'^  Yis  is  ye  Cunand  made  betwex  ye  Comownys  of  ABden  on  ye  ta  j^t,  and  Ion  Lanbjrnton  % 
Crawftird  Mason  on  ye  toy^  pt  yat  is  to  say  yat  the  forsaid  Maa^nys  sale  hew  to  ye  Ibrsaid  Co- 
mownys XII  durrs  %  xii  wyndowys  in  fre  tailly  %  sal  delyvir  frely  yai  at  our  key  of  Al&den,  or  ellis 
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A.D.  1394.  This  undoubtedly  continued  to  be  the  prevailing  language  in  the 
subsequent  ages,  although  it  has  been  attended  with  gradations  of 
change,  from  time  to  time,  according  to  the  intercourse  with  Eng- 
land, and  other  countries.  In  the  progress  of  ages  this  language  ex- 
tended over  the  lower  parts  of  the  county  ;  and  the  Celtic,  or  Gaelic, 
is,  at  the  present  time,  confined  solely  to  the  mountains. 

The  extent  of  the  population  of  Aberdeen,  at  the  close  of  the 
fourteenth  century,  may  be  conjectured  from  the  number  of  the  in- 
habitants chargeable  with  public  assessments.  In  the  earUer  years  of 
the  subsequent  century,  we  find,  in  the  record,  a  roll  of  persons  of 
this  description,  to  the  number  of  844.  These  may  be  supposed  to 
have  been  heads  of  families ;  but  to  which  there  may  be  added  one 
third  more,  as  being  unable  to  contribute  taxes.  The  whole  fa- 
milies might,  therefore,  be  computed  45iB:  and  when  the  state  of 

society 


at  ye  sands  at  Laorenc  of  Lethis  hows^,  and  yat  work  sail  be  suffidand  gude^  but  firethyng  lorch  Ok 
ane  for  ay."— f  Ctwuct/  Register,  vol,  i.  81.] 

The  transcript  of  an  Epistle  from  the  Magistrates^  in  A.  D.  1401 :— ^'  Reuence  «  honor  likt  yhu 
to  wit,  yt  ye  lord  of  Keth  arestit  yhur  wyn  «  yhur  oxin  «  for  gude  cans'  as  he  lete  us  wit  %  for  yhur 
saks  we  made  hy  request  y  he  suld  frely  delyu  yai  for  ye  quilk  request  he  has  delyuit  yai  frely  at 
yis  ty  for  we  lif  yai  a  wald  at  gud  acord  war  betwex  yhu  «  hym  «  wull  do  our  besynes  to  bryng  it 
yar  to  at  our  power  at  ye  quilk  acord  he  sayis  he  wald  be  gladly  «  sal  nocht  leve  I  his  de&noe. 
Qwarfor  der  lord  it  is  our  consale  «  we  requer  yhu  jt  for  efK)  of  ye  contr  and  quiet  of  our  place 
yhe  wald  asith  gif  yhe  ocht  aw  hym  sa  jt  hym  nedit  nocht  i  tyme  to  cu  til  mak  sic  pundyng  «  na 
by  i  our  town  for  he  says  it  is  previt  dete  jt  yhe  aw  hym  «  of  lang  tyme  bygane«  gif  yhe  will  adresa 
yhu  to  be  at  ony  day  with  hym  for  ye  knawlage  of  ye  fors^  thyngs  send  us  word  «  we  sal  late  hy 
wit  «  gif  it  laugt  ansuer  we  sal  ger  send  it  yhu  for  we  ar  ncht  mykil  haldyn  to  yhu  «  als  til  hym« 
God  kepe  yhur  estate  as  we  deai,^^Cwncil  Register,  vol.  1.  216.] 

List  of  goods  appraised  and  delivered  over^  to  the  Chamberlain,  for  fines  imposed  by  him,  in  1400 : 

Joll  fil  Jacobi,  Bricius  Duccani,  Gil15tus  Hervy,  Patrius  Baxf,  Michiel  de  Cafia,  Alan'  Ric. 

In  ^mis  a  Jolie  Sprout,  a  fethir  bede  «  a  bolster,  iiijs-«-It  a  barrell  of  poipas,  zis—It  half  a 
net,  XL  d^— It  a  lade  sadil,  x^iid 
It  fira  Thom  of  M arr  a  lede,  xx  a 

tt  fra  Davy  Tamson  a  sadil  «  ij  schete  of  net,  iiij  s  iiiid 
It  fra  Thom  of  Paxton  a  cofir,  iis 

It  fra  Sym  Bayard  a  p  of  crelis,  xvid — It  a  cart  saddil  «  j€  pets,  viud 
It  fra  Rob.  Duccanson  xx  akyn  treys,  xiiis  iiijd 
It  fra  Will*  Glenyson  viii  vtn  of  grene  dath  %  blew,  xiis  vid 
It  fra  Witt  of  Foty  a  basyn  «  a  lawar,  xxviid 
It  ab  Andr.  BaxPp  acconeBic  fichet  abrysenpot  vs  sma,  iiijti  m8.^Council Register,  vol.  I  150, 
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society  at  this  period,  and  other  circumstances,  are  taken  into  consi-  A,D.  1S91. 
deration,  it  is  highly  reasonable  to  conjecture,  according  to  the  usual 
principles  adopted  in  such  cases,*  that  there  were  at  least  6f  persons 
in  each  family.  Hence  we  may  estimate  the  population  to  have  been, 
in  the  end  of  this  century,  2977 ;  or  probably  3000  persons  of  all  ages.f 
The  whole  population  of  Scotland  was  reckoned  only  600,000,  in  the 
time  of  Alexander  III. ;  and  when  the  nation  had  been  so  frequently 
exposed  to  the  three  great  scourges  of  mankind,  war,  pestilence,  and 
famine,  it  is  not  probable  it  had  much  increased  since  that  period. 

In  the  reign  of  Robert  HI.  the  mint  at  Aberdeen  appears  still  to 
have  been  occupied  in  issuing  groat  pieces  of  silver,  having,  on  the 
obverse  side,  the  impression  of  Villa  de  Aherd.  They  are  pretty  simi- 
lar to  those  issued  from  the  same  mint,  in  the  time  of  David  II.  |i 
At  this  period  coining  money  was  not  confined  to  one  particular 
place,  as  it  is  at  the  present  time.  Many  provincial  towns,  both  in 
England  and  Scotland,  had  their  established  mints  for  coinage,  on 
account  of  their  respective  sovereigns.  A  variety  of  coins  from  such 
mints  may  be  found  in  the  cabinets  of  the  curious.  The  learned  Bud- 
diman,  who  had  investigated  Scottish  antiquities  with  considerable 
ability  and  great  accuracy,  did  not  carry  the  origin  of  coinage  in  Scot- 
land beyond  the  time  of  Alexander  I.  who  commenced  his  reign  in  the 
year  1107 ;  at  least  he  has  stated,  that  no  coins  of  any  King  of  Scot- 
land had  been  discovered,  of  a  prior  date.  But  if  money  was  not  coined 
anterior  to  this  aera,  our  connection  with  the  Romans,  and  intercourse 
with  the  Britons  and  Saxons,  and  with  foreign  countries,  must  neces- 
sarily have  introduced  foreign  coin,  as  the  circulating  medium  of 
commerce,  f  In  the  year  1355,  the  English  and  Scottish  pounds 
were  of  the  same  weight  and  purity.  They  contained  about  three 
times  the  quantity  of  our  present  pound  sterling ;  and,  prior  to  the 
reign  of  Robert  Bruce,  thirty-six  times  that  of  our  pound  Scots. 
After  his  time  silver  bullion  gradually  decUned  in  value  till  the 
middle  of  the  18th  century,  when  a  pound  of  silver  was  equal  to 

L.37 


*  Council  Register^  vol.  iL  26,  9!7,  28.— Dr.  Price  on  Reversionary  Paymwits,  vol.  ii.  p.  70. 

t  Dr.  Henry  states  the  population  of  Britain,  in  the  end  of  the  15th  century,  to  have  been  about 

2,500,000.— 1^<^-  *^  2811 

II  Anderson's  Dip.  and  Numismata.  %  Preface  to  Anderson's  Dip.  p.  57*  61.  81. 
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A.D.  1394.  L.37  48.  of  Scottish  money.  Gold  coin  was  not  struck  in  Scotland 
until  the  reign  of  Bobert  II. ;  and  both  species  of  coin  were  exe* 
cuted  in  the  same  manner  as  in  England.* 

We  shall  present  a  comparative  table  of  the  monies  contributed 
towards  the  exigencies  of  the  crown,  during  the  14th  century,  by  the 
boroughs  of  Aberdeen,  Edinburgh,  and  Perth;  made  up  from  the 
rolls  in  Exchequer,  of  the  Chamberlain's  Recounts  of  Scotland,  from 
the  year  1328  to  1424.  And,  according  to  the  manner  of  Ruddiman, 
in  his  table  3df  of  the  rates  of  provisions  in  Scotland,  during  this 
century,  we  shall  note  in  one  column  tlie  nominal  sums  contributed 
by  Aberdeen^  and  distinguish,  in  an  opposite  column^  the  sum  to 
which  a  correspondent  quantity  of  bullion  would,  extend,  in  modem 
Scottish  money,  in  the  12th  year  of  the  reign  of  George  IL — 1738. 
This  we  consider  to  be  an  unquestionable  criterion^  by  which  to 
judge  of  the  comparative  state  of  Aberdeen,  whether  in  a  political  or 
commercial  point  of  view,  during  the  period  of  the  1 4th  century.  We 
have  here  to  remark,  to  the  reader  who  may  be  unacquainted  with 
the  value  of  modem  Scottish  money,  that  it  is  exactly  one  twelfth 
part  of  a  similar  sum  in  sterling  money,  of  the  {Mresent  time ;  or  that 
it  requires  twelve  times  the  number  of  pounds^  shillings,  and  pence^ 
of  the  former,  to  make  the  like  sums  in  the  latter. 


*  Fte&M  to  Andmon's  Dip.  58.  fi4.  Sa  t  Ibid.  82. 


Note.— -la  the  note  on  the  1 7th  pa^ e  -of  this  chapter^  a.  mistake  has  occuniedj  by  stating  the  dowry  of 
the  Princess  Margaret^  on  her  marriage  with  the  King  of  Norway^  at  40^000  merka^  in  place  of 
14^000  merks ;  which  sum  is  equal^  in  sterling  moaey,  to  about  L.^8^000. 
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CHAPTER    III. 


SECTION  /. 


Battle  of  Harlarv-^Sir  Robert  Davidson^  Provost^  slain — Ransom  of 
King  James  I. — Sir  Alexander  Irvine  of  Drum  Governor  of  the 
Town— fortified  with  Walls — King  James  IL  and  the  Queen  visit 
the  Town — Supreme  Court  at  Aberdeen — Bond  of  Man-rent  to  the 
Earl  of  Huntly — King  James  III.  encouraged  foreign  trade — Slaiii 
at  Stirling — Propositions  from  Lord  Forbes^  and  other  Lords^  to 
revenge  his, death — Sir  Andrew  Wood^s  Claim  to  the  Castlehill  and 
Stocket  set  aside  by  the  Lords  of  Council^— King  James  IV.  visits  the 
Town — the  celebration  of  his  Marriage^  attended  by  the  Magis^ 
trates — Visit  of  the  Queen — Battle  of  Flodden — Attack  on  the  Citi^. 
zens  by  Seton  of  Meldrum-^^King  James  V.  visits  the  Town — his 
Remission  to  the  Community-^Licence  for  fortifying  the  Town  with 
WaUs — Contest  with  Lord  Forbes^  4f^. — The  Provost  and  twenty^ 
four  Citizens  tried  before  the  Justiciary  Court  at  Linlithgow^  and 
acquitted — Visit  of  the  King — Ships  of  war  fitted  out  by  Aberdeen 
^^ohn  and  George  Fawj  Gipsies — Battle  of  Solway — the  Earl  of 
Huntly  Provost  of  Aberdeen — Battle  ofPinkey^  in  which  many  of 
the  Citizens  were  killed — the  Earlof  Arran  and  the  Dowager  Queen 
Mary  visit  the  Town — Miscellaneous  Occurrences. 

Fhom  A.D.  1398  to  A.D.  1539. 

From  this  period,  the  sources  of  information  with  regard  to  local  A.D.  139«. 
matters  becoming  more  copious,  our  details  will  be  more  minute,  and 
our  narrative  more  connected,  than  in  the  preceding  chapters.  The 
journals  of  the  successive  councils  of  the  borough,  and  of  the  judi- 
cial proceedings  in  the  diflferent  law  courts,  now  commence.  From 
these,  incidents  and  transactions  may  be  more  copiously  collected, 
and  confidently  stated;  their  causes,  progress,  and  eflfects,  more 
clearly  traced ;  and  the  customs  and  manners  of  the  people  more 

H  distinctly 
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A,D.  1398.  distinctly  delineated,  than  from  our  former  vague,  detached,  and 
scanty  sources  of  information.  At  the  same  time,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary, occasionally,  to  have  recourse  to  national  histories,  for  matters 
of  a  more  general  nature,  connected  with  the  object  of  the  present 
inqviiries. 

U06.  The  reign  of  Kobert*  III,  was  of  short  duration ;  hut,  during  the 
greater  part  of  it,  tranquillity  had  prevailed  between  the  two  British 
nations.  Being  a  prince  of  slender  capacity,  and  infirm  from  his 
youth,  he  committed  the  administration  of  public  affairs  to  his  bro- 
ther Robert,  Duke  of  Albany,  who  seems  to  have  entertained  designs 
April  4.  of  acquiring  the  crown  to  his  own  family.  After  the  demise  of  the 
king,  a  parliament,  to  which  Aberdeen  sent  its  commissioners,!  as- 

june.  sembled  at  Perth,  and  appointed  Albany  regent  of  the  kingdom.  On 
assuming  the  reins  of  government,  he  found  the  affairs  of  the  nation 
in  the  greatest  disorder,  and  anarchy  every  where  prevailing.  James, 
the  only  son  of  Robert,  and  his  successor  in  the  throne,  had  been 
seized  by  the  English  during  the  continuance  of  a  truce,  and  was  un- 
justly detained  a  captive  in  England,  where  he  remained  for  many 
subsequent  years.  The  nobility,  who  aspired  to  inclependence,  had 
assumed  the  whole  power  of  the  state.  Being  divided  by  mutual 
jealousies  and  inveterate  animosities,  they  lived  in  a  state  of  perpe- 
tual hostility  with  each  other  :  and,  the  authority  of  the  established 
'  government  being  little  regarded,  their  quarrels  were  generally  de- 
cided by  the  sword.  Among  the  most  turbulent  and  formidable  of 
these  chieftains  was  Donald,  Lord  of  the  Isles,  who  scorned  all  sub- 
jection to  the  delegated  power  of  the  regent.  He  had  long  con- 
sidered himself  as  an  independent  prince,  and  was  united  to  Eng- 
land by  treaties  of  alliance,  J  which  were  not  sanctioned  by  the 

U08.  government  of  his  country.  About  this  time  the  Earldom  of  Ross 
having  fallen  into  tlie  hands  of  the  Regent,  on  the  death  of  the  for- 
mer Earl,  Donald  of  the  Isles  asserted  his  claim  to  it,  in  right  ctf  his 
wife,  the  presumptive  heiress;  but  motives,  characteristic  of  the 

times^ 


♦  His  name  was  John ;  but,  on  his  accession  to  the  throne,  he  changed  it  to  that  of  Robert,  by 
the  advice  of  his  Parliament. 

t  Council  Register,  vol.  i.  p.  278.  J  Rymer's  Faedera,  vol.  viii  p.  527. 
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timeSy  induced  the  Begent  to  deny  this  claim.  Donald,  incensed  at  a.d.  un. 
this  refusal,  speedily  raised  an  army  of  10^000  men,  within  his  own 
territories,  for  the  purpose  of  vindicating  his  pretensions.  With  this 
force  he  took  possession  of  the  earldom  without  the  least  opposition. 
Elated  with  his  success,  he  advanced  southward,  and  invaded  the 
fertile  provinces  of  Moray,  Strathbogie,  and  Garioch,  committing 
many  acts  of  plunder  and  devastation  in  the  course  of  his  progress. 
He  now  promised  himself  and  his  followers  considerable  advantages 
from  the  spoils  of  Aberdeen ;  but,  whatever  objects  he  may  have 
had  in  view,  his  further  advances  were  prevented  by  Alexander 
Stewart,  Earl  of  Mar,  the  Begent's  nephew,  who  had  collected  an 
army  in  the  low  country,*  to  oppose  him.  In  this  situation  of  af- 
fairs,  the  citizens  of  Aberdeen,  ambitious  to  show  their  loyalty  and 
their  attachment  to  the  established  government,  and  dreading  the 
approach  of  those  hostile  invaders,  marched  from  the  town,  under 
the  command  of  Sir  Bobert  Davidson,  their  alderman ;  and,  along 
with  several  barons  of  the  county,  joined  the  army  under  the  Earl  of 
Mar.  The  army,  thus  reinforced,  having  encountered  the  invaders  at 
the  village  of  Harlaw,  about  eighteen  miles  north  of  the  town,  a  bloody  July  24. 
conflict  ensued,  which  was  uncertain  in  its  issue ;  and  the  night,  ra- 
ther than  victory,  put  an  end  to  the  battle.  The  loss  on  both  sides 
was  very  considerable,  a^d  each  of  the  contending  armies  retreated 
on  the  following  day,  having  no  inclination  to  renew  the  combat.  In 
this  action  Sir  Bobert  Davidson  fell,  with  many  of  his  friends  and 
followers,!  who  were  long  lamented  by  their  fellow  citizens.  His  body 
was  brought  to  the  town  by  his  surviving  companions  in  arms,  and  en- 
tombed in  the  north  wall  of  Saint  Nicholas  Church,  before  the  altar 
of  Saint  Ann,:]:  which  had  been  founded  by  his  father,  many  years 
before,  near  the  great  arch  of  the  steeple.  §    The  place  of  his  sepul- 

H  2  ture 


*  Fordan,  lib.  xv.  cap.  51.-— Bnehimiin^  lib.  x.  c.  18. 

t  Among  nuny  other  Barons,  Sir  Alex.  Irvine  of  Drum  was  alain  in  this  battle.  His  body  was 
buried  on  the  fidd,  wh^re^  in  ancient  times,  a  cairn  marked  the  place  of  his  interment  It  was  long 
known  by  the  name  of  Drum's  caitn.— £Af.>S^.  Adtfocat^s  Uhrary7\ 

X  Cartulary  of  St  Nidiolas  Church,  fo.  6. 

§  The  event  appears  to  have  been  recorded  in  the  Cartulary  of  St  Nicholas  Churdh  some  years 
afterwards :— "  Potens  vir  Bobertus  filius  Davidis,  &c.  Et  erat  vir  in  cunctis  prospe  agens,  fortis  et 
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A.D.  1411.  ture  was  marked  by  the  following  inscription  on  the  wall  of  the 
old  chvirch ;— . 

''  SIR  ROBERT  DAVIDSON, 
SLAIN  AT  HARLAW. 
Eques  Auratus." 

When  the  nave  of  this  fabric  fell  to  ruins,  about  the  year  1740, 
the  remains  of  the  body  were  discovered,  with  a  small  crimson  cap 
covering  the  head.*  The  standard  which  the  citizens  carried  to  the 
field  is  preserved  in  the  armoury  of  the  town  to  the  present  day. 
After  this  event,  tradition  relates,  that  the  chief  magistrate  of  Aber- 
deen was  interdicted,  by  an  act  of  the  town  council,  from  leaving  the 
city,  in  his  public  character,  on  any  future  occasion. 

U2*.  In  this  year  King  James  effected  his  release  from  captivity  in 
England,  having  stipulated  to  pay  L.  40,000  sterling,  for  his  mainte- 
nance and  education,  during  the  long  period  of  his  confinement  in 
that  country.  For  liquidating  this  debt,  Aberdeen  was  one  of  the 
four  royal  boroughs  associated  in  a  bond  to  the  King  of  England  for 
the  sum  of  50,000  merks  Scots.f  In  order  to  guarantee  the  payment 
t)f  this  money,  hostages  were  selected  from  the  barons  of  the  king- 
dom, and  from  the  wealthiest  burgesses,  to  remain  as  prisoners  in 
England,  until  the  condition  of  the  bond  should  be  accomplished. 
David  Menzies,  burgess  of  Aberdeen,:};  whose  estate  was  estimated  at 
200  merks  annually,  being  one  of  the  hostages,  was  ordered,  among 

others,. 


audax  et  obiit  in  bello  de  Harelaw  et  cum  eo  plures  burgenses  laudabiles  invariabiles  honestatibusc^ 
radicati  amniq^  probitate  inovati  quoru  lUMXiina  propter  tempis  brevitatem  et  memorie  errada  expre- 
mi  non  possunt^  ut  deceret  in  defensione  ville  et  pro  patrie  libertate  sub  vexillo  dm  Alexandri  Se- 
nescalli  comitis  Marrie  Et  sepultus  dictus  Robertiu  ante  altare  Sancte  Anne  in  eccia  parochiali  pre« 
dicta  cujus  anime  miseratur  Deus."— {^/o/.  6.] 

*  The  author  acquired  this  information  some  years  ago  from  a  respectable  inhabitant,  who^  when 
a  boy^  had  occasion  to  see  the  remains  of  the  body  among  the  ruins. 

t  The  boroughs  were—Dundee^  Aberdeen^  Edinburgh,  and  Perth.  Each  of  these  granted  a  si- 
milar bond  for  the  sum.  The  common  seal  of  Aberdeen  was  of  red  wax,  suspended  from  die  bond^ 
which  was  dated  at  Perth,  18th  February,.  1424. — £Rynier's  Fmdera,  wd,  x.  p.  324,  S25.]  The 
sum  was  equal  to  L.640,S32  10s.  of  modem  Scottish  money,  in  1758;  or  L,53,36l  lOs.  sterling. 

^  Abercromby,  voL  ii.  p.  266. 
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Others,  to  repair  to  England,  where  he  remained  under  restraint  for  a.d.  i425. 
some  time.*     King  James,  on  his  arrival  at  Durham,  on  the  26th 
March,  granted  to  these  boroughs  an  ample  indemnification  from  the 
consequences  of  this  engagement,  in  the  form  of  a  bond,  which  is  de- 
posited in  the  archives  of  Aberdeen,  f 

After  the  barbarous  murder  of  this  prince,:];  the  affairs  of  the  1437. 
kingdom  being  in  a  distracted  state,  the  community  of  Aberdeen 
judged  it  expedient,  for  its  defence  and  protection,  to  court  the 
patronage  of  Sir  Alexander  Irvine  of  Drum,  who  was  a  baron  of  con- 
siderable influence  in  the  county.     His  residence  was  a  few  miles 
from  the  town,  and  his  family  had  long  been  attached  to  the  interests 
of  the  citizens.     He  was  invested  with  the  highest  civil  and  military  U40. 
authority  in  the  town,  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  burgesses,  o^^^^- 
under  the  title  of  captain  and  governor ;  which  office  he  continued  to 

hold 


*  Mr.  Menxies'  annual  estate  would  have  been  equal  to  L.213  Ss.  lO^d.  sterling  money,  in  the 
year  1738.  In  his  captivi^  he  Was  attended  by  Thomas  of  TiUew,  Priest;  John  Hadyngton,  John 
Makke,  Walter  Fresell,  Andrew  Dalowe>  and  Davy  Johnnesson,  servants ;  who  obtained  permission 
from  Ae  King  of  England  for  that  ^wrjj^oae.'^Ryner^s  JFced.  vol.  x.  p.  328.  338.] 

t  ^'  Jacobus  dei  gra  Rex  Scottorum  omibus  hominib^  Clericis  et  Laicis  Regni  nostri  notum.faci- 
mua  nos  auctate  nostra  R^a  teneri  et  tenore  pndum  firmiter  et  fideliter  obligari  dilectis  1  'fidelib' 
nois  burgensls  videlicet  ppoitis  1  balliuis  et  comunitatib^  quatuor  burgorum  regni  nri  predtis  de 
Edinburgth,  Perth,  Dimde,  1  Abirden  ac  eorum  Kedib^  1  successorib5  ad  obsuand  ipos  *t  hedes  suos 
%  successores  t  eorum  quemlib^  indempne  seu  indempnes  de  solucbne  quiquaginta  millium  marca^ 
pro  qua  suma  soluenda  serenissimo  Principi  henrico  Regi  Anglie  pro  nra  liberacbne  predti  ppoiti  t 
coietates  t  balliui  quatuor  burgor  nostror  ad  mandatum  nostrum  sunt  litteratorie  obligati  ad  termi* 
nos  inde  concordatos,  Et  ad  hoc  faciendu  ut  premissum  e  sine  exceptoe  revocacone  aut  impedimeto 
quibuscuq^  Obligamus  nos  anctoritate  ore  regie  majestatis  heredes  nros  et  successores  reges  Scocie 
firmito:  *t  sine  fraude  pnciQ  p  tenorem,  insup  promittim^  1  curabem^  nos  facere  omes  et  singulos 
ppditos  et  balliuos  ac  coltates  ceteror  burgo^  regni  nostri  se  heredes  suos  et  successores  sub  suis 
coi^s  sigillis  obligare  in  forma  suffidenti  prepoitis  et  balliuis  dtor  quatuor  burgorum  ad  assis"- 
tend  1  adherendum  eisd  insolucbe  dte  si!me  pecnie  in  casum  et  eventum  quib^  pro  ea  distringantur 
due  eu  solvat  in  toto  t  in  pte  et  ad  partidpeda  et  contribuend  cum  eisd  juxta  vires  in  omi  onere  ti 
oceasione  pndpat  solucbis  prefate  sume  pecnie  no  solute  (^  suptuii  et  expensar  circa  factum  huioi 
obligacbis  jam  factor  1  imposterum  fiendor  In  cujus  rei  testimonium  sigillum  firm  pntib^  jussimus 
apponi  apud  Dnelmia  xxvi  die  Menf  Mardi  Anno  Dai  millesimo  quadragitesimo  vicesimo  quarto^  et 
regni  nostri  xviii." 

i  King  James  was  murdered^  February  20,  1437,  in  the  CartJiusi«a  Monastery  of  Perth^  by 
Walter,  Earl  of  Athol,  his  uncle ;  and  other  conspirators. 
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A.D.  1440-  hold  two  years.*  This  is  the  only  instance  of  such  an  office  having 
heen  created  in  the  borough ;  for  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
revived,  even  in  the  time  of  the  Earl  of  Huntly,  in  the  middle  of  the 
subsequent  century,  his  Lordship,  who  became  chief  magistrate, 
being  distinguished  only  by  the  title  of  provost. 

U42.  The  anarchy  ai^d  confusion  which  prevailed  in  the  nation  during 
the  minority  of  James  II.  kept  the  community  of  Aberdeen  in  a  state 
of  constant  alarm.  Having  no  regular  government  to  resort  to  for 
protection,  it  seemed  to  depend,  in  a  great  measure,  upon  its  own  in- 
ternal resources.  While  the  disorders  in  the  country  subsisted,  the 
magistrates  and  council  found  it  requisite  to  adopt  the  most  effectual 
measures  for  the  defence  of  the  town.  The  citizens  were  commanded 
to  take  arms,  and  support  the  magistrates  in  their  authority.  The 
town  was  ordered  to  be  fortified  with  walls ;  the  ports  were  kept  shut 
every  night,  and  an  armed  patrole  of  thirty  men  was  daily  selected 
from  the  citizens,  as  a  guard,  to  prevent  surprise,  f  This  alarm,  how- 
ever, appears  to  have  soon  subsided,  and  the  citizens  were,  of  course, 
released  from  this  military  duty. 

1448.  In  the  month  of  July^  this  year,  King  James  made  his  first  visit 
to  the  town.  He  was  received  by  the  magistrates  with  every  mark  of 
distinction  due  to  their  sovereign  ;:|:  and  the  citizens  were  zealous  in 
manifesting  their  joy  on  the  occasion.  A  present,  under  the  deno« 
mination  of  a  propine,  was  made  to  him,  of  two  tons  of  Gascony  wine, 
six  lights  of  three  stones  of  wax,  and  twelve  half  pounds  of  scorchets.§ 

1455.  His  queen,  in  the  month  of  January,  this  year,  made  a  similar  visit, 
and  was  received  with  equal  marks  of  respect.  A  propine  was  pre- 
sented to  her,  of  100  merks,||  in  money ;  but  such  was  the  difficulty 
of  procuring  the  means,  that,  to  raise  this  sum,  the  magistrates  de« 
vised  the  expedient  of  anticipating  the  revenues  arising  from  the 
.  fishings,  lands,  and  other  property  of  the  borough.  These  were  or- 
dered to  be  let  by  leases  for  a  certain  term.^ 

The 


•  Council  Register,  vol.  iv.  p.  211.  ^53,  t  Ibid,  vol,  v.  p.  660.  663. 

%  Council  Register,  voL  v.^.  7SU  §  Sweet-pteats,  ||  Equal  to  L.64  10s,  sterling. 

IT  Council  Register,  vol,  v.  731.  790. 
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The  supreme  court  of  law  being  at  this  time  ambulatory,  was  oc-  a.d.  1457. 
casionally  held  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom.  The  parliament, 
in  which  the  nomination  of  the  judges  was  vested,  appointed  the 
high  court  of  judicature,  called  the  session,  consisting  of  three  clergy- 
men, three  barons,  and  three  burgesses^  without  either  salaries  or 
perquisites,  to  sit,  during  the  space  of  forty  days,  for  the  administra- 
,  tion  of  the  law,  at  Aberdeen.  The  judges  were— the  Bishop  of  Ross, 
the  Abbot  of  Deer,  and  Mr.  Walter  Idel,  for  the  clergy ;  the  Earl  of 
Errol,  the  Lord  Glammis,  and  Lord  Forbes,  for  the  barons ;  John 
Fyfe,  provost  of  Aberdeen,  and  Andrew  Menzies  and  Walter  Thom- 
son, two  of  the  burgesses,  for  the  boroughs.*  At  this  period,  however, 
justice,  in  ordinary  matters,  was  administered  to  the  citizens  by  the 
provost  and  baillies,  as  judges  in  the  courts  of  the  borough ;  and  ap- 
peals to  higher  tribunals  were  rarely  attempted  by  the  inhabitants. 

The  nobles  and  barons,  with  a  view  to  balance  the  influence  of  the 
crown,  combined  with  each  other  in  leagues  of  mutual  defence,  cal- 
led bands  of  man-rent  Associations  <^  this  kind  were  not  uncommon ; 
they  were  often  concerted  in  time  of  peace,  and  became  formidable 
engines,  in  the  hands  of  the  nobles,  even  against  the  throne.  The  ^ 
Earl  of  Huntly,  the  most  powerful  chieftain  in  the  north,  influenced 
the  magistrates  and  the  community  of  Aberdeen  to  unite  with  him 
in  a  bond  of  this  nature,  imder  their  secret  seal.  "  On  the  one  hand,  u62. 
his  Lordship  covenanted  to  defend  the  freedom,  liberties,  and  infeft- 
ments  of  the  town :  and,  on  the  other,  they  engaged  to  be  faithful 
and  sincere  in  their  advice,  if  he  should  ask  it ;  to  keep  his  counsel, 
if  he  should  desire  it ;  and  on  his  Lordship  repairing  to  the  town, 
with  his  attendants,  whether  few  or  many,  they  were  to  be  protected." 
The  magistrates  and  the  community,  however,  had  the  prudence  to 
enter  a  saving  article,  by  which  they  reserved  their  allegiance  to  their 
sovereign,  and  the  freedom  of  the  borough.  This  covenant  was  to 
endure  for  ten  years,  f    Not  long  after  the  formation  of  this  league, 

his 


*  Abercrcnnbie^  toL  ii.  p.  37S* 

t  Bond  of  Man-brnt. 
"  Be  it  made  kend  till  all  me  be  thir  pat  ti'es  Us  Aldma^  Baillieis,  Caule,  and^unte  of  ye  burgh 
of  Aberdene  to  be  oblist  till  a  noble  aad  nuchtie  Lorde  Alex.  Erie  of  Huntlie  and  Loi^e  of  Baide- 
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A.D.  u6Sc  his  Lordship  had  occasion  to  call  for  their  services.  Since  the  death 
of  King  James  !!•  who  had  fallen  at  the  unfortunate  siege  of  Rox- 
burgh castle,*  John,  Lord  of  the  Isles,  and  Earl  of  Boss ;  Donald 
Ballagh ;  and  John  de  Isle,  son  and  heir  of  the  same  Donald,  had 
thrown  off  their  allegiance  to  the  crown  of  Scotland,  and  entered  into 
a  treaty  with  Edward  IV.  of  England,  f  By  the  first  article  of  this 
treaty,  the  Earl  and  his  people  engaged  to  become  the  subjects  of 
Edward,  and  to  support  the  King  of  England  in  his  wars  in  Scotland, 
or  against  the  Scots  in  Ireland.  On  the  other  hand,  certain  subsidies 
were  stipulated  to  be  paid  to  the  Earl,  and  his  confederates.  :|;  Con- 
fiding in  this  treaty,  they  put  themselves  in  arms,  invaded  the  north 
of  Scotland,  surprised  the  castle  of  Inverness,  and  plundered  the  ad- 
jacent 


nadi  1  manere  &  fourme  as  eft  folowis.-^That  is  to  say^  for  samekle  as  ye  forsaid  Lorde  is  obllst  till 
us  1  matenance  and  supplie  to  kepe  us  in  oure  fredomis  and  infeftmet^  for  certane  termes  as  i  ye 
forsaid  Lords  ires  at  lynth  made  till  us  yapon  mar  fullely  is  contenit,  that  we  sal  be  lele  and  trew 
to  ye  forsaid  Lorde  Erie  in  counsale  gif  he  asks  us  ef!*  oure  wicP  and  knawlage,  and  kepe  his  coun« 
sale  gif  he  charge  us.  And  atour  quhe  it  sal  pless  ye  forsaid  Lorde  to  cum  to  oure  said  burgh  with 
few  personis  or  mony^  and  to  remai  or  pas  quhen  him  liks,  we  sal  at' all  oure  gudely  power  p^sve  8c 
kepe  him  and  his  company  within  our  said  burgh  lely  and  treuly,  but  fraude  or  gile^  and  gif  ony 
wald  inwade  him  within  oure  said  burgh^  to  tak  sik  part  with  him  i  his  defens  as  we  wald  do  for  ye 
defens  of  oure  awyn  persons ;  kepand  our  all^eans  till  oure  soverane  lorde  ye  king^  and  ye  fredomis 
of  oure  said  burgh^  yir  our  hres  till  endur  for  al  ye  termes  of  ten  yeres,  fra  ye  day  and  date  of  ye 
making  of  thaime.  In  witnes  a£  ye  quhilk  thing  our  secrete  sele  to  thir  oure  ires  is  affixt  at  oure 
burgh  of  Aberdene  forsaid  ye  xx^  day  of  Januare^  ye  yere  of  God  Jm.  CCCC.  sexte  and  twa."— 
ICouncU  Register,  vol.  5.  p.  46?.] 

*  The  King  was  killed  by  the  bursting  of  a  cannon,  Aug.  Sd,  1460. 

t  Rymer's  Fsedera,  voL  ii.  p.  494. 

X  By  this  singular  treaty,  which  was  concluded  at  London,  February  ISth,  1462,  Edward  en- 
gaged to  pay  to  the  Earl  of  Ross  a  subsidy  of  100  merks,  in  time  of  peace,  and  L.200  in  time  of 
war ;  to  Donald,  L.20  in  time  of  peace,  and  L.40  in  time  of  war ;  to  John,  the  son  of  Donald,  L.10 
in  time  of  peace,  and  L.20  in  time  of  war :  all  sterling  money,  during  their  respective  lives.  It  was 
further  agreed,  that,  when  the  King  of  Engknd,  with  the  assistance  of  these  allies,  and  of  James, 
Earl  of  Douglas^  had  subdued  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  or  the  greatest  part  of  it,  he  should  grant 
all  the  countries  beyond  the  Forth  to  the  Earls  of  Ross  and  Douglas,  and  Donald  fiallagh;  to  be 
equally  divided  among  them,  and  held  of  the  crown  of  England ;  that  the  Earl  of  Douglas  should 
be  restored  to  all  his  estates  to  the  south  of  the  Forth ;  and  that  if  Edward  made  any  peace  or  truce 
with  the  King  of  Scotland,  his  allies  should  be  comprehended  in  it  The  Earl  of  Douglas,  as  a  re« 
ward  for  accomplishing  this  alliance,  and  for  other  services,  was  to  receive  from  Edward  an  annual 
pension  of  L.500  during  his  life.— [%»ier^*  Fasdera,  vd.  ii.  p.  487.] 
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jacent  country.*  The  Earl  of  Huntly,  with  other  great  barons,  hav-  a.d.  i46j. 
ing  determined  to  oppose  them,  required  the  provost  and  the  citizens 
of  Aberdeen,  by  a  special  letter,  committed  to  the  charge  of  their 
Lordship's  squire,  Alexander  of  Leslie,  to  join  them,  at  the  Cabrach, 
on  the  evening  of  Monday  the  18th  of  July.  The  provost  and  his 
friends,  feeling  no  inclination  to  embark  in  an  undertaking  at  so  great 
a  distance,  and,  perhaps,  reflecting  upon  the  fatal  disaster  at  Harlaw, 
returned  to  his  Lordship  an  answer,  excusing  themselves  for  not  at- 
tending him,  "  because  they  had  neither  horses  nor  men  ;  the  king 
had,  moreover,  ordered  them  to  remain  in  the  town,  for  he  had  cer- 
tain intelligence  of  the  English  fleet  being  on  the  coast,  with  an  in- 
tention to  destroy  this  and  other  towns  of  the  realm."  |  This  war- 
fare, however,  seems  to  have  terminated  without  bloodshed.  The 
Earl  of  Ross  and  his  confederates  returned  with  their  army  to  the 
isles,  carrying  along  with  them  the  spoils  and  plunder  which  they 
had  taken  at  Inverness,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  country.:); 

The  friendly  intercourse  which  had  subsisted  for  several  years  use. 
between  the  two  British  nations,  being  now  unhappily  interrupted, 
there  was  every  appearance  of  an  invasion  of  Scotland  by  the  English. 
The  town  was,  therefore,  put  in  a  state  of  defence,  with  fosses,  and 
other  works ;  and  the  ports  were  secured  in  the  usual  manner.  The 
harbour  was  locked  by  a  boom,  thrown  across  its  entrance;  and  every 

I  citizen 


*  Buchanan^  lib.  xii.  cap.  19.^Rymer'8  Fed.  vol.  ii.  p.  48S>  484. 

t  '^  Hee  and  mighty  Lord,  I  recomawnde  me  hmnly  onto  your  Lordschippis  with  all  humylite 
&  f^rvice  pleyss  your  Lordsdiippis  to  wit,  yat  I  hafe  ressavyt  certa  of  yours  be  your  Skwyar  Alex. 
of  Lesdy^  chargeande  me  and  ye  tone  to  be  at  yonyis  Monuday  at  evine  at  ye  Cabbracfa/  My  Lord, 
I  bafe  callit  ye  nichburs  of  our  tone,  and  schawine  yal  your  credens,  ye  quhilk  nichburs  are  wele 
set  at  all  yair  gudely  power  to  pleyss  your  Lordschippis  with  yair  frvice  in  as  fer  as  yai  may  bes- 
eking  your  Lordschippis  ye  will  nocht  be  displeysit  yat  yai  may  nocht  cii  to  yis  hasty  tryst  eft  his 
credens  form,  gude  &the  we  hafe  na  hors  na  man  yet  nane  to  cu  becauss  of  ye  wamying  of  ye  cuntre 
of  gentQ  me  to  cii  to  your  Lordschippis  at  yis  tryst  And  forthir,  my  Lord,  we  are  chargit  be  our 
souane  Lorde  to  kepe  our  tone,  for  he  as  sickirly  infourmyt  of  a  flot  of  Inglisme  to  cu  for  ye  de&- 
tructdne  of  our  tone,  and  of  uthirs  within  yis  realme;  for  ye  quhilk  we  beseke  yow  til  hafe  us  ex- 
cusit,  as  our  great  traist  is  in  your  singular  Lordschippis^  ye  quhilk  all  michty  God  ^sine  at  your 
hee  and  mychty  nobill  harte  dessir  Written  und  my  signet  at  ABden  yis  last  Monuday  ye  xviii  day 
of  July/'— (1463.)— tCoiinci/  Register,  vol.  v.  p.  485.] 

i  Abercrombie^  vol.  iL  p.  897* 
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A.D.  1480.  citizen  was  put  in  arms^  and  prohibited  from  leaving  the  town^  or  re- 
moving his  goodsi  under  the  penalty  of  banishment  for  a  year  and  a 
day,  besides  the  forfeiture  of  his  property.* 

1488.  About  this  time  the  Earl  of  Arran,  and  others  of  the  nobility, 
discontented  with  the  conduct  of  King  James  III.  who  both  feared 
and  hated  them,  formed  a  combination  against  him,  held  secret  in- 
trigues with  England,  and  made  every  preparation  for  a  civil  war. 
The  Duke  of  Albany,  and  John,  Earl  of  Marr,  the  king's  brothers, 
incensed  at  the  treatment  which  they  had  received  from  him,  entered 
warmly  into  all  their  views.  The  nobles  were  provoked  to  arms ; 
and  having  prevailed  upon  the  Duke  of  Eothesay,  the  king's  eldest 
son,  to  put  himself  at  their  head,  they  openly  avowed  their  intention 
of  dethroning  the  king.  In  this  posture  of  affairs  James  took  the 
field,  and  encountered  the  malcontents  near  Bannockbum ;  but  his 
troops  being  defeated,  and  put  to  flight,  he  was  slain,  in  the  pursuit  of 
•  his  broken  army,  in  the  vicinity  of  Stirhng.  Previous  to  this  fatal  in- 
surrection, he  had  held  courts  for  the  administrati(m  of  justice  at 
Aberdeen,  where  he  was  attended  by  the  Earl  of  Huntly,  Lord  For- 
bes, and  other  great  barons,  who  seemed  greatly  attached  to  his  in- 
terest, and  had  determined  to  give  him  their  firmest  support,  f 
James  III.  is  reported  by  historians  to  have  been  a  prince  of  little 
genius,  and  to  have  devoted  his  time  to  architecture,  music,  and 
other  arts,  which  were  not  much  esteemed  in  those  feudal  times, 
when  war  was  regarded  as  the  most  honourable,  and  the  only  useful 
occupation.  It  seems,  however,  that  he  was  not  insensible  of  the 
value  of  commerce  with  foreign  countries  ;  for  he  was  the  first  sove- 
reign of  Scotland  who  sent  ambassadors  to  the  continent,  to  negociate 
affairs  of  trade  for  the  benefit  of  his  kingdom*  In  the  year  1478»  an 
embassy  was  sent  to  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Burgundy,  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  a  commercial  negociation.  When  this  was  notified 
to  the  magistrates  of  Aberdeen,  the  provost  and  five  burgesses  were 
delegated,  as  commissioners,  to  repair  to  the  king,  at  Edinburgh,  in 
order  to  concert  the  proper  measures  to  be  adopted  in  this  important 

affair. 


♦  Council  Register,  voL  vi.  p.  680.  691.  t  Henry,  voL  ix.  p.  409. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ANNALS   OF    ABERDEEN.  59 

aflTair.*  Soon  after,  George  Parkle  of  Parkle  having  been  appointed  a.d.  usd 
by  the  king  conservator  of  the  Scottish  privileges  in  the  territories  of 
the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  the  magistrates  and  merchants  of  Aberdeen, 
at  the  request  of  the  king,  granted  to  the  conservator  their  commis- 
sion, upon  5th  July,  1484,  under  the  common  seal,  for  the  same  pur- 
pose, f  In  the  year  1485,  the  magistrates,  council,  and  community 
granted  their  bond  to  his  Majesty  for  ten  lasts  of  salted  salmon,  to 
be  delivered  at  St.  Peter's  day,  to  the  king's  factors  in  England, 
France,  Flanders,  Holland,  or  Zealand ;  the  charge  of  this  commo- 
dity was  defrayed  by  an  assessment  on  the  inhabitants::]:  but  for 
what  purpose  Uie  adventure  was  intended,  we  have  not  been  able  to 
discover. 

In  the  month  of  September,  this  year,  Alexander,  Lord  Forbes,  i^sg. 
and  other  poble  Lords,  repaired  to  Aberdeen,  with  a  view  to  ascer- 
tain the  sentiments  of  the  community  in  regard  to  rescuing  the 
young  king  from  the  hands  of  those  who  had  taken  advantage  of  his 
youth,  and  betrayed  him  into  the  unnatural  rebellion  which  had 
proved  fatal  to  his  father.  In  order  to  make  a  stronger  impression 
on  the  minds  of  the  people,  they  carried  along  with  them,  upon  the 
point  of  a  spear,  the  bloody  shirt  of  the  murdered  king.§  On  this 
occasion,  the  citizens  being  assembled  by  the  magistrates,  readily  ac- 
quiesced in  certain  resolutions  which  were  proposed  to  them  by  these 
Lords,  and  to  which  they  ordained  the  common  seal  of  the  borough 
to  be  affixed.  These  resolutions  referred  particularly  ^  to  the  bring- 
ing to  condign  punishment  the  traitors  who  had  put  to  death  their 
late  sovereign  ;  to  the  reformation  of  the  government  of  the  King's 
treasury ;  and  to  the  protection  of  his  sacred  person."  || 

I  2  Mean- 


*  Council  Ilegi8ta%  voL  yL  p.  528.  t  Ibid.  voL  vL  p.  808. 

X  CouncQ  Register,  voL  vL  p.  9^.  980.  §  Bndumaii,  Ub.  ziii.  c.  4. 

H  **  The  XII  day  of  September,  the  year  1489>  the  alderma,  ballieis,  consale,  and  comute  ga- 
thireyt,  grauntit  ande  consfiitit,  be  thai  aithes,  to  thir  artikilis  and  condionis  und  w^in  eubscvit  w^ 
di^  Lords  &  barons  hands;  In  ye  first  quhur  our  sofane  Lord  was  slane  &  nay  punnican  maid 
Jtar  apone  ye  tresonabill  vile  psonis  that  putt  yar  hands  yiolentlie  i  his  mast  nobile  psone,  quhais 
eanle  God  assolze  to  se  for  pumCon  of  thay  tresonabile  psonis  j>omittar^  of  ye  saide  slaucht  Se« 
condly,  for  ye  reformacSne  of  ye  mysgof ance  of  our  sofane  Lords  tresour  and  disposicbne  of  his 
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A.D.  1489.  Meanwhile  an  attempt  had  been  made  by  Sir  Andrew  Wood 
of  Largo,  admiral  of  Scotland  under  the  late  king,  to  deprive  the 
community  of  a  considerable  portion  of  its  patrimonial  possessions, 
namely,  the  forest  of  Stocket,  and  the  CastlehiU,  on  pretence  of  his 
having  obtained  a  right  to  them  by  a  royal  grant  from  King  James 
III.  This  claim  occasioned  a  considerable  ferment  in  the  commu- 
nity; and  the  citizens,  on  its  first  agitation,  seem  to  have  deter- 
mined to  resist  it  by  force  of  arms.  But  violent  measures  were  for- 
tunately prevented,  by  the  magistrates  bringing  the  question  before 
the  king,  and  lords  of  the  council,  who  were  at  this  time  the  supreme 
judges  in  such  matters.  These  speedily  set  Wood's  claim  to  rest,  by 
an  award,  finding,  "  that  the  alderman,  baillies,  and  community,  were 
entitled  to  enjoy  the  burgh  of  Aberdeen,  with  the  pertinents,  as  they 
had  formerly  done ;  in  regard  they  had  asserted  their  right,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  royal  charter  which  had  been  granted  to  them  by 
King  Kobert  Bruce."  This  decree  was  confirmed  by  King  James  IVl 
on  the  20th  June,  1497,  by  a  deed,  under  the  great  seaU* 

King 


hctage  menes  and  his  auctote  and  croune.  And  also  for  ye  remeid  and  soute  of  our  soverane  Lord» 
most  nobile  psone  &  of  our  Lords  his  broy^  and  in  likwyss  his  tresour  strintht  and  artelary,  to  be 
putt  in  souer  &  comptabile  menyi^  hands  to  ye  utilite  and  pfit  of  our  so^ane  Lord  &  his  succesaour 
be  ye  avyss  and  consal  of  the  thre  estats.  Alsua  yt  al  ransome  tane  be  ony  mafi  of  mane  of  ony  of 
ye  king's  liegs  spuale  or  tempale  be  restorit  &  givin  agans.  And  alsua  yat  his  kwis  &  justice  be 
mistiP  throw  his  reahne  to  all  his  liegs  equaly^  according  to  ye  pleasure  of  God  ^mon  pfit  of  the 
realme  and  liegs ;  and  grantit  thar  comone  sele  yapone."— -QCounct/  Register,  voL  vii.  p.  137<3 

*  '^  Jacobus  di  gracia  Rex  Scottorum  omnibus  probis  homibus  suis  ad  quos  pates  ttepervenint  sa* 
lutem  sciatis  nos  quodd  actum  sive  decretum  per  dominos  nri  consilii  inferius  discriptos  datum  et 
promulgatum  utic^  intellixisse  sub  hac  forma.— At  Edinburgh^  the  xix  day  of  Junii^  the  yere  of  God 
Jm.  iiiiC  Lxxxiiii  yeris. — The  Lordis  of  counsale  underwrittin,  that  is  to  say^  a  maist  reverend  and 
reverend  faderis  in  God^  Robert,  Archibischop  of  Glasgow ;  Geerge,  Bischopof  Dunkeldin;  nobilland 
michty  Lordis,  Archibald,  Erie  of  Angus,  &c.  Chancellare  of  Scotland ;  Archibald,  Erie  of  Ergile  ; 
Williame,  Erie  Mfchell;  John,  Lord  Glamys;  Andro,  Lord  Gray;  Williame,  Lord  Borthuick; 
I^urence,  Lord  Oliphant;  Robert,  Lord  Lile;  Johnne,  Lord  Drumond;  William,  Lord  of  Sanct 
Johnnis;  venerable  faderis  in  God,  George,  Abbot  of  Dunfermling;  Robert,  Abbot  of  Kelso; 
George,  Abbot  of  Paslay ;  Maister  Richard  Murehede,  Dene  of  Glasgw,  and  Secret^  to  or  soverane 
Lord;  Master  Johnne  Fresale,  Dene  of  Lestalrig,  and  Clerk  of  the  Register;  Sir  Duncane  Forest 
of  Skipinch,  knight,  Coptrollare  to  oure  soverane  Lord  ;  Johnne  of  Ogilvy,  son  and  appearand  air 
to  James,  Lord  Ogilvy,  of  Arly ;  Sir  James  Allerdes,  provost  of  our  Lady  kirk  of  the  heuch;  and 
Maister  Richard  Lausonn :  Anent  ye  terme  assignit  be  a  bill,  to  the  alderman,  balieis,  and  comite 
of  Aberdene^  to  produce  and  schew  sic  richt  as  ya^  wold  use  anent  ye  clame  of  the  forest  of  Stokket,  y^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AKXALS   OF   ABERDEEN.  61 

King  James  IV.  on  frequent  occasions  visited  the  town,  and  ex-  a.d.  1492. 
perienced  the  liberaUty  of  the  community,  according  to  its  ability. 
On  his  first  visit,  about  this  time,  he  was  presented  with  a  propine  in 
wine,  wax,  and  spiceries,  to  the  value  of  thirty  crowns,  equal  to  L.4 
16s-  Scots  ;  but  such  was  the  low  state  of  the  treasury  ^nds,  that  the 
magistrates  were  obliged  to  borrow  the  money  from  two  of  the  citi- 
zens. On  the  first  negociation  of  James'  marriage,  a  present  was 
made  to  him  of  L.20*  in  money ;  and  when  he  visited  the  town  this 
year,  attended  by  the  Earl  of  Bothwell,  and  other  noble  Lords,  he 
was  presented  with  a  propine  in  Malmsey  wine,  wax,  and  sweet- 
meats, f  In  the  course  of  his  pilgrimage  to  the  shrine  of  St.  Du-  1497, 
thac,f  in  Ross-shire,  during  the  Christmas  festival,  he  made  another 
visit  to  the  town.  On  this  occasion  he  was  attended  by  his  nobles : 
and  the  citizens,  being  ambitious  to  display  their  loyalty,  made  con- 
siderable  preparations  for  th6  reception  of  the  royal  party.  The 
propine  presented  to    his  Majesty  consisted  of  wine,  wax,  and 

spiceries, 


CadtelUull,  and  divers  u^is  placecdamyt^  to  pertene  to  our  Boverane  Lord^  oure  soverane  Lordis  Ad- 
vocate, and  Andro  Wood,  comperand  for  vare  interesse,  and  ye  parte  of  our  aoverane  Lord;  Alex. 
Rede,  aldman  of  Aberdene,  and  ye  procuratour  of  ye  said  tounn,  beand  pnt.  The  charter  and  in- 
feftment  maid  to  ye  said  tounn  be  King  Robert  de  Broiss,  of  maist  nobill  mynd,  at  lenth  sene,  hard, 
and  understandin.  The  Lordes  of  ^nsale  ywith  ripely  avisit,  decretis  and  deliveris  yat  for  ocht  yat 
yai  have  zit  sene  the  said  alderman,  baillies,  and  cofite  sail  broik  and  joiss  ye  said  burgh  of  Aber- 
dene,  with  ye  pertinent^  as  yai  brokit  of  before,  becaus  yai  damyt  the  said  bounds  and  placis  be 
vertew  of  ye  said  charter,  ay  and  quhill  thai  be  laudifuU^  put  yfra,  and  but  pjudice  of  our  sove- 
rane  Lord's  richt.— Extract  de  libro  actorum  per  me  Johanne  Frcsale  decana  de  Lettalrig  clericum 
Rotulorum  %  refri  ac  consilii  supremi  dhi  nri  regb,  sub  meis  signo  et  subscriptione  manualibus. 
Quodquid  actum  sive  decreta  ac  omia  et  singula  eodem  ptenta  in  omibus  suis  punctis  et  articulia  ap« 
probamus  Ratificamus  et  pro  nobis  et  successob^  nris  ut  f  missum  est  ^firmamus.  Datum  sub  testi- 
monio  magni  sigilli  nri  Apud  Edinburgh,  vicesimo  die  Mef  s  Junii,  anno  dni  millesimo  quadnnge- 
tesimo  nonagesimo  quarto,  et  regni  ^fi  septimo." 

*  Equal  to  L.8  lis.  6d.  sterling. 

t  Council  Register,  voL  vii.  p.  472.  492.  722. 

i  King  James,  as  an  expiation  for  the  offences  which  he  had  committed  against  his  unfortunate, 
fiither,  wore  an  iron  chain  around  his  body,  and  made  frequent  pilgrimages  to  the  shrines  of  fa< 
vourite  Saints  in  his  own  kingdom ;  and  had  it  in  contemplation  to  visit  the  Holy  Land  In  the 
year  1507,  30th  August,  he  rode  from  Stirling  to  Elgin,  by  the  way  of  Perth  and  Aberdeen,  being 
about  187  miles;  and  on  the  subsequent  day,  which  was  die  festival  of  the  Saint,  he  rode  to  St 
Duthac,  being  about  50  miles  more,  and  arrived  in  time  to  attend  the  celebration  of  the  mass,  and 
receive  the  sacrament-— ^Le^Ke,  p.  545.— Dr.  Henri/,  ro/.  11.  p.  409.] 
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•A.D.  1497-  spiceries,  besides  L.32*  in  money.  Donations  were,  at  the  same 
time,  made  to  his  attendants,  to  a  considerable  amount,  f  the  whole 
expence  being  defrayed  by  the  fines  which  had  been  obtained  on  the 
renewal  of  the  leases  of  the  salmon  fishings:]:  of  the  river  Don.§  The 
king  remained  here  for  some  time ;  and  it  is  probable  that,  during 
his  stay,  he  had  made  some  arrangements  for  the  establishment  of 
the  university  at  Old  Aberdeen,  for  which  he  had  obtained  a  Bull 
from  Pope  Alexander,  on  the  6th  of  February,  1494. 

About  this  period  there  appears  to  have  been  a  considerable  com- 
motion in  the  town,  arising  from  the  rumour  of  an  invasion  by  the 
English,  which  was  threatened  in  consequence  of  the  dispute  between 
King  James  and  Henry  VII.  of  England,  regarding  the  protection 
and  assistance  which  the  former  had  afforded  to  the  famous  Ferkin 
Warbeck,  who,  calling  himself  the  Duke  of  York,  j|  had  made  preten- 
sions to  the  crown  of  England.  That  the  citizens  might  be  duly 
prepared  to  repel  their  enemy,  all  fit  to  bear  arms  were  ordered  to 
assemble,  on  the  18th  of  July,  at  the  Cunninghairhills,  every  burgess 
armed,  according  to  his  degree :  and,  for  the  purposes  of  defence,  a 
blockhouse  was  constructed  at  the  sand-ness ;  and  a  breast  work,  with 
a  ditch,  was  formed  thence  to  the  north  haven,  or  the  mouth  of  Don. 

On 


*  Equal  to  L.1S  148.  3^. 

tin  Spiceries.* L.1  l6    0        Lord  Gordon^  one  gallon  of 

Wine 2  12    0  Claret L.0    4    0 

Three  stones  of  Wax S  14    0  His  Majesty^  one  ton  of  Wine 

PipeofWinetotlieEarlofHuntly  5    0    0  twenQr-four  boysts  of  scorcheats 

The  Organ  Man ft    0    0  ■■  ■  one  doz.  of  pairs  of  torches 

Lord  Oliphant^  one  half  gallon  four  stones  of  Wax. 

ofClaret : 0    2     0 

%  Council  Register,  voL  vii.  p.  859.  846. 

§  At  this  period,  it  had  been  the  practice  to  let  the  salmon  fishings  and  lands^  belonging  to  the 
town,  on  short  leases,  for  three,  ^ve,  or  seven  years,  in  consideration  of  fines ;  but  on  this  occasion 
a  lease  had  been  granted,  for  nineteen  years,  to  a  salmon  fishing  on  the  river  Don.  It  was  called  in 
question  by  certain  burgesses,  in  a  declaratory  action  before  the  Lords  of  Council,  and  set  aside  by 
their  decree;  the  town's  common  seal  being  ordered  to  be  taken  from  it,  and  destroyed.— {GMrnri/ 
Register,  vol.  vii  p.  859.] 

II  The  town  had  contributed,  by  order  of  the  king,  in  1496,  L.SO  for  the  support  and  the  cloth- 
ing of  eight  men  of  Warbeck's  regiment ;  and  L.100,  in  lieu  of  service  in  the  army  sent  against  King 
Richard— [Gwnca  Register,  vol.  vii.  p.  745.  752.] 
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On  this  occasion  ^*  carriages  ofwar^  guns^  and  arttUery^^  were  also  pro-  A.D.  149:. 
vided;  and  a  detachment  of  the  citizens  was  daily  appointed^  to 
guard  these  works,  for  thirty-three  successive  nights.*    But  a  nego- 
elation  for  peace  hetwixt  the  two  kingdoms  having  taken  place,  these 
preparations  and  works  of  defence  were  rendered  unnec^sary. 

The  preliminaries  of  the  marriage  of  King  James  P/.  with  the  i503. 
Princess  Margaret,  eldest  daughter  of  Henry  VII.  of  England,  being 
now  completed,  great  preparations  were  made  for  the  celebration  of 
the  nuptials  in  Scotland-  The  royal  boroughs  had  been  assessed  for 
1000  merks  and  100  crowns,  as  their  proportion  of  the  expence  of  the 
ambassadors,  who  had  been  sent  to  the  court  of  England  to  nego- 
elate  the  treaty  of  marriage ;  of  which  sums  one  tenth  part  was  ap- 
portioned on  Aberdeen,  f  In  order  to  contribute  to  the  splendour  and 
to  the  festivities  at  the  solemnization  of  the  marriage  in  Scotland,  the 
provost  and  a  certain  number  of  the  most  respectable  citizens  were 
delegated  to  repair  to  Edinburgh,  wh»e  they  were  attended  by  the 
minstrels  of  Aberdeen,  bearing  the  city  coat  of  arms,  displayed  in 
silver.  On  this  important  mission,  the  minstrels  were  allowed  ten 
pounds^  which  were  paid  by  the  dean  of  guild,  to  defray  their 
charges,  f  On  tlie  21st  of  February,  this  year,  the  queen  was  delivered  i506. 
of  a  son,  which  gave  universal  joy  to  the  whole  kingdom.  Intel- 
ligence of  this  event  being  brought  to  the  town,  there  was  much  re- 
joicing  among  the  inhabitants :  and  the  magistrates  and  the  respec- 
table citizens  manifested  their  joy  by  libations  of  wine  at  the  cross,  ' 
and  by  breaking  the  glasses,  as  was  customary  on  such  occasions.  § 

In  the  month  of  May,  this  year,  the  queen  made  her  first  visit  to  uu. 
the  town ;  and  her  reception  appears  to  have  been  attended  with  a 
good  deal  of  pompous  and  expensive  pageantry,  displayed  by  the  in- 
habitants. On  her  Majesty's  arrival,  a  purse  of  L.200  in  money  was 
presented. to  her  by  the  magistrates,  in  name  of  the  (Community; 
and,  while  she  remained  in  the  town,  the  streets  were  daily  decorated 
with  arras  work  and  tapestry.    However  trifling  this  donation  might 

now 


•  Council  Register,  voL  vii.  p.  741.  814,  +  IbiA  voL  viL  p.  1121. 

i  Council  Kegister,  yd.  Tiii  p.  tS^*  S41.  41f .  f  Ibid.  vol.  viii.  p.  667* 
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A.D.  1511.  now  appear  to  be,  it  was  not  raised  without  considerable  difficulty. 
The  magistrates  adopted  the  expedient  usually  resorted  to  in  such 
cases,  of  granting  leases  in  reversion  of  certain  lands  and  salmon  fish- 
ings belonging  to  the  community,  for  payment  of  grassums,  or  fines, 
which  enabled  them  to  provide  for  the  donation  to  the  queen,  and  the 
expence  of  the  preparations  which  had  been  made  at  this  time  for 
her  reception.  *  King  James  himself  visited  the  town  on  repeated 
occasions,  and  was  presented  with  the  customary  propines  of  wine, 
wax,  spiceries,  and  sweet-meats,  f 

1513.  About  this  time,  the  unfortunate  expedition  against  England 
being  undertaken  by  King  James,  Aberdeen  furnished  twenty  spear- 
men and  six  horses  to  the  army,  at  the  expence  of  L.200,  raised  by 
assessment  upon  the  inhabitants.  J  The  disastrous  result  of  this  en- 
terprise, in  the  fatal  field  of  Flodden,  so  well  known,  was  long  re- 
membered in  Scotland ;  and  Aberdeen  participated  in  the  general 
calamity  of  that  unpropitious  day.  In  this  rash  and  fatal  battle  King 
James  terminated  his  reign,  having  fallen,  with  many  of  his  nobles 
and  barons. 

1525.  A  tumult  at  this  time  occurred  in  the  town,  which  strongly  cha- 
racterised the  relaxed  state  of  the  government  of  the  kingdom. 
Alexander  Seton  of  Meldrum,  John  Leslie  of  Wardhouse,  and  Wil- 
liam Leslie  of  Balquhain,  three  potent  barons  of  the  Garioch,  impa- 
tient of  revenge  for  a  supposed  injury  done  to  them,  or  to  some  of 
their  friends,  by  the  citizens,  entered  the  town  on  Sunday  the  first 
of  October,  under  silence  of  night,  along  with  their  confederates,  to 
the  number  of  four  score  men,  armed  with  spears,  and  other  warlike 
instruments.  They  wreaked  their  fury  on  the  inhabitants,  who  flew 
to  arms.    A  bloody  conflict  ensued,  and  the  invaders  were  repulsed, 

by 


*  Council  Register^  voL  viil  p.  1182. 

t  In  1505  he  was  in  the  town,  and  received  a  propine  of  six  pairs  of  torches,  one  dozen  of 
prikats,  thirty^six  syfs  of  wax,  twelve  pounds  of  scorcheats,  and  as  much  wine  as  the  master  of  the 
cellar  inclined.  In  1507  and  1509  he  received  similar  presents.— [Counct/  Register,  voL  viii.  p, 
508.814.1001.] 

t  Council  Register,  voL  iz.  p.  S55— equal  to  about  L.85  14s.  4d  sterling  money. 
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by  the  bravery  of  the  citizens,  and  driven  out  of  the  town  ;  but  this  a.d.  1525. 
was  not  accompUshed  without  considerable  slaughter  on  both  sides. 
In  the  course  of  this  fray,  eighty  of  the  inhabitants  were  either  kil- 
led or  wounded,  among  whom  were  several  of  the  magistrates.  The 
assailants  having  retreated  homeward,  the  town  was  immediately  put 
in  a  posture  of  defence :  artillery  was  prepared,  and  the  citizens, 
being  completely  armed,  were  determined  to  resist  these  turbulent 
and  hostile  barons,  and  their  confederates,  if  they  should  attempt  to 
make  another  attack.  It  appears  on  record,  that  this  invasion  was 
undertaken  at  the  instigation  of  John  CoUison,  who  had  formerly 
held  the  office  of  chief  magistrate ;  and  that  some  of  the  people  of 
the  town,  probably  influenced  by  him,  had  taken  an  active  concern 
with  the  aggressors.*  This  affair  became  the  subject  of  a  formal 
complaint  to  the  king,  and  the  lords  of  the  council ;  but  no  redress  ap- 
pears to  have  been  given.  Some  time  afterwards  it  was  terminated 
by  an  arbitration  of  certain  bishops  and  noble  lords,  who  had  been 
mutually  chosen  as  umpires,  f  What  their  award  was,  or  whether 
the  citizens  or  the  assailants  were  most  culpable  in  this  tumultu- 
ous and  disastrous  commotion,  cannot  now  be  known. 

In  the  end  of  this  year.  King  James  V.  having  notified  his  inten-  1527. 
lion  of  visiting  the  town,  at  the  time  of  the  Justice  Eyre,  great  prepa- 
rations were  made  for  his  reception.  He  was  received  by  the  magis- 
trates with  the  usual  ceremonies,  and  marks  of  attention ;  and,  as  a 
mean  of  propitiation  for  his  favour,  a  present  was  made  to  him  of  wine, 
wax«  and  spiceries.  On  this  occasion  it  seenied  that  the  citizens  had 
gained  his  confidence ;  for  he  was  graciously  pleased  to  grant  to  the  ma- 
^strates  and  community  an  ample  remission  of  all  past  crimes  and  of- 
fences, in  the  form  of  a  deed,  under  the  great  seal.;};    Not  long  after 

K  those 


•  Council  Register^  vol  xL  p.  627. 

t  Tbe  umpires  were— Robert^  Bishop  of  Moray;  James^  Bishop  of  Ross;  James^  Earl  of 
Moray;  William^  Earl  of  Montrose.— {[^frcAive*  of /Ae /<w».] 

}  '<  Jacobus  del  grada  Rex  Scottorum^  amnibus  probis  hominibus  suis  ad  quos  presentes  }re  per« 
uenerint  salutem  sdads  quia  cum  auisamento  et  consensu  nri  thesaurarii  et  dnorum  Compositorum 
Bemissimus  Ftepfsito^  baUiuis  comitati  buigensibus  le  scot  et  lot  soluentibus  et  eorum  seruitoribus 
lutualiter  renuuientibtts  ixifra  burgum  nrm  de  Aberden^  et  inhabitantibus  intra  terras  et  limites  siue 
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A,D.  1529.  those  occurrences  which  have  been  now  related,  Seton  of  Meldrunip 
the  leader  of  the  commotion,  was  killed  by  the  master  of  Forbes,  in 

the 


marchias  burgales  eiusdon  in  geaere  et  in  ipede  Latoriinis  pneium  Ranoorem  uakai  nri  aeetam  «e- 
giam  &  omni  actione  quern  et  quas  ergti  Ipos  concepimus  habemus  seu  quouismodo  in  ^tunun  ha^ 
here  poterimus  pro  eorum  proditoriis  repumenda  mora  et  absenda  ab  exerdtibus  nris  de  Sulway  & 
Werk  ac  aliis  nris  exercitibas  qutbnscimque  nras  contra  prodamatioiies  et  nondata  desaper  direct 
£t  pro  mnnibut  actaoae  et  crimine  que  eit  aut  eomm  aliciii  quouismodo  imputari  poterint  Necnon 
pro  omoibua  aliia  actionibus  transigxessioiiibua  crimsnibuA  et  offenais  qoibuseanc^  per  dictaa  personaa 
aut  earum  aliquam  aliquibus  temporibus  retroactis  usq^  in  diem  date  pndum  comissis  seu  quomodoli| 
perpetnttis  proditoria  traditione  in  nra  persona  regia  Incendio  murdiuro  mulieram  rspta  comi 
furto  fabricadone  iiactioae  et  importatioDe  falae  monete  in  r^gnii  nostrum  dispodtione  eiusdem  per 
importatores  ac  horaicidiiB  per  dictas  personas  avt.earum  alignan  post  primu  diem  mends  Jamiarii, 
1526^  perpetratis  tantumodo  exceptis  dumodo  partibus  conquerentibus  et  dampna  passis  taliter  satis- 
faciant  q^  nullam  super  hoc  decetero  iustam  querimoniam  audiamus  £t  supradictos  prepoitom  ballinos 
comitatem  burgenses  et  oomm  senritores  actualiter  infia  dictum  buigum  firm  de  Aberdene  reman* 
eies  et  inhabitantes  intra  terras  et  Unites  eiusdem  suprascripP  is  genere  et  in  qpede  sub  fiima  pace 
et  protectione  nra  iuste  suscipien  iirmiter  inhibemus  ne  quis  eis  aut  eorum  alicui  occasione  dicf  pro- 
ditoriaru  remanencie  more  et  absende  aut  aliarum  actionu  transgressionu  criminu  ei  olTensarum 
quarucmiq^  precticP  malum  molestiam  Iniariam  seu  grauanen  aliqood  inlerre  presumat  Iniuste  super 
nram  plenariam  forisficturam  «ut  mortem  eis  ami  eerum  alicui  iuftrat  sub  pe&a  amissionia  vite  et 
mebrorum.  In  cuius  rei  testimoniu  has  faras  nras  remissionia  pro  toto  tempore  vite  pre&P  prepoiti 
hallittorum  comitatia  burgenshun  &  eorum  serritomm  ac  inhahitando  terras  et  limites  burgi  nri 
antedic?  et  cuiuslibet  Iporum  duraturas  sub  nro  magno  sigillo  dbi  fieri  fedmus  patentea  Apud 
Abirdene^  septimo  die  mensis  Februarii^  anno  1527,  et  regni  nri  decimo  quinta"-*[^rcAtvef  of 
the  bor(mghr\ 

In  September,  1529>  tlie  king  was  also  pleased  to  grant  his  royal  permission  to  the  magistrates 
and  council^  to  fortify  the  town  with  walls^  and  other  woi^s  of  defence,  by  the  following  Koence:*— 

'^  James^  be  the  grace  of  God^  King  of  Scottis^  To  all  and  sundry  oure  Justices,  Chamlains, 
Sf  reffis^  Stewartifio  Justice  Clerkis,  Crowneris^  and  yair  Deputis,  And  all  uyris  oure  officiaria  pit  & 
to  cum^  lieges  mi  subditis  qufaam  it  eieris^  4uhab  knawli^  tfair  oupr  fam  aal  cum  gtetin^  Wit  ye 
us  to  have  gevin  and  grantit,  and  be  thir  ouie  fares  gevis  and  grantis,  to  ye  provest^  baUis^  oounsale^ 
and  comunite  of  our  burgh  of  Abirdene,  and  yair  successouris^  full  power,  firedome,  faculte,  and 
spedal  licence,  to  big,  joiss,  brouk,  have,  and  hald  wallis,  of  stane  and  lyme,  or  uyirwayis,  as  yai 
sail  think  maist  expedient,  with  fortalicez,  strengthis,  foussis,  and  munidonis  about  ye  said  burgh 
and  boundis  yairof,  as  yai  sail  think  maist  expedient,  perpetualie  in  tyme  cuing,  but  ony  impedi- 
ment, molestationn,  or  truble  to  be  maid  to  yame  yairon  be  us  or  oure  sucoessouris  be  ony  manar  of 
wuy  in  tyme  to  cum  Notwithstanding  ony  lawis,  actis,  or  statutis  maid,  or  to  be  maid,  in  the  con- 
tra? anent  ye  quhilkis  we  dispenss  with  ye  said  provest,  bailies,  counsale,  and  coinitc,  and  yair  sue- 
cessouris,  for  evir,  Dischargeing  you  all  and  sundry  oure  Justices,  Chanolains,  SfrelBs,  Stewartis, 
Bailies,  Justice  Clerkis,  Sc  uyis,  oure  officiaris  pnt  and  to  con,  and  yonr  I>epiitis,  and  all  uyis  o^re 
lieges  and  subditis  foresaids,  of  all  accusationn,  tmbling,  and  intromettkig  witii  the  saidk  premst^ 
bailies,  counsale,  and  comite,  yair  landia  or  gudis  yairfore,  and  of  your  offices  in  yatpait  be  ^ome 
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the  hoiise  of  Gilbert  Menzies^  the  provost*  of  the  town ;  and  the  a.d-  1529. 
master  of  Forbes,  who  is  reported  to  have  been  a  factious  subject,  was 
convicted  by  a  jury,  before  the  justiciary  court,  for  conspiring  against 
the  life  of  his  sovereign,  and  suffered  on  the  scaffold*  f 

About  this  time  another  commotion  occurred,  similar  in  its  cir-  i5so. 
cumstances  to  what  we  have  had  occasion  to  relate ;  but,  though 
equally  daring  and  oppressive,  was  attended  with  less  fatal  conse- 
quences to  the  citizens.  Lord  Forbes,  the  chief  of  that  name,  whose 
principal  residence  was  at  Castle  Forbes,  had  long  been  attached  to 
the  commiuiity  by  ties  of  the  strictest  alliance.  He  had  been  in  the 
use  of  receiving  from  the  magistrates  an  annual  present  of  a  ton  of 
wine,  for  preserving  from  depredation  the  sahnon  fishings  of  the 
rivers  Dee  and  Don.  For  some  years  the  present  of  wine  had  been 
withheld  from  him,  in  consequence  of  a  quarrel  between  his  sons  and 
some  of  the  citizens,  which  had  occasioned  both  parties  to  resort  to 
the  expedient  of  lawborraws.J  This  expedient,  however,  did  not 
long  preserve  the  peace  ;  for  his  Lordship  thought  proper  to  address 
the  magistrates  by  a  letter,  in  which  he  demanded  his  wine,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  claimed  a  right  to  a  half  net's  salmon  fishing  of  the 
river  Don.  §    The  refusal  of  the  magistrates  to  comply  with  these 

K  S  demands 


tree  for  evir.  Gevin  under  oure  prive  sele,  at  Edinburgh,  ye  thrid  day  of  Septeber,  the  yeir  of  God 
ane  thousand  five  hundreth  twenty  nyne  yeris^  and  of  oure  reyne  ye  zvi  yeir." 

''  Per  signaturam  mantt,  S.  D.  N. 

''  Regis  subscriptam/' 

•  Gbiiidi  Bcgifllcr  of  Births  and  Burials^  toL  vL  t  Budunan,  b.  iv.  cap.  59. 

X  The  legal  security  which  one  man  is  obliged  to  give,  that  he  will  not  do  an  injury  to  anotlvsr 
in  his  person  or  property.  I^awborrows  are  obtained  by  a  writ  from  the  High  Court  of  Justiciary, 
or  Court  of  Session ;  they  may  also  be  obtained  on  aa  application  to  the  Judge  Qrdioary. 

i  '<  The  answer  to  my  Loid  Forbes  creddSde  and  writing,  20th  May,  1530  :— 

''  My  Lord,  we  comend  us  to  your  Lp  w^  all  hartlie  f  vice  quhom  pleis  wit  we  have  sene  ane 
writin  send  be  your  Lp  to  our  ^vest,  to  be  schawin  to  us,  w^  certane  creddence  be  your  Lp  l^svand 
Bobert  LumisdaiU,  qlk  writins  and  credence  we  have  cosiderit  and  avisit  w^.     And  to  ye  first,  qnhar 

your  Lp  dMirs  pSadTt  of  ane  tun  of  wyne it  is  we  pmest  your  Lpye  said  tunn  of  wyne  for  af* 

causa  yane  your  Lp  credens  bers,  pleis  your  Lp  gif  us  jcnxr  band,  und^  your  Lp  seiU  and  subscrip- 
tionn,  to  causs  ye  blak  fiscKe  be  keqpit  in  undew  tyme,  and  to  puneis  ye  slaars  y*of  be  justice  be  our 
soverane  Lordis  autie  qlk  your  Lp  hes  and  sail  have  again>  gif  neid  beis ;  and^  as  was  promest,  your 
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A.D.  1530.  demands  kindled  a  resentment  between  them,  which  led  to  an  open 
rupture.  Hostilities,  on  the  part  of  the  indignant  baron,  were  now 
expected ;  and  the  citizens  adopted  the  necessary  measures  of  de- 
fence. Meanwhile  his  adherents,  John  Forbes  of  Fitsligo,  Arthur 
Forbes  of  Brux,  and  a  great  number  of  their  confederates,  invaded 
the  town  on  the  30th  of  July,  this  year.  The  citizens  flew  to  arms, 
and  a  desperate  conflict  ensued  between  them.  The  assailants,  after 
some  bloodshed,  being  overpowered,  were  forced  to  seek  refuge  in 
the  Grey  Friars  place,  where  they  were,  for  some  time,  closely  be- 
sieged ;  but,  being  completely  vanquished,  they  were  afterwards  al- 
lowed to  depart.  In  this  broil,  one  of  the  Forbeses  and  several  of 
the  citizens  were  killed,  and  many  on  both  sides  were  severely 
wounded.  Mutual  lawborrows  were  now  resorted  to ;  and  the  citi- 
zens, Lord  Forbes,  and  his  confederates,  were  bound  over  to  keep  the 
peace,  under  very  heavy  penalties.  This,  however,  did  not  wholly 
terminate  those  barbarous  disturbances  :  the  parties  mutually  recri- 
minated :  the  magistrates  complained  to  the  king  and  the  lords  of  the 
.  council ;  and  the  Forbeses  brought  a  criminal  action  before  the  jus- 
ticiary court,  against  the  citizens.  On  the  17th  of  August  subse- 
quent, the  provost,  four  of  his  sons,  and  nineteen  of  the  citizens,  were 
arraigned,  in  the  high  court  of  justiciary,  at  Linlithgow,  on  an  in- 
dictment **  at  the  instance  of  Alexander,  son  and  heir  of  the  laird 

of 


Lp  sail  have  our  band^  qlk  is  liand  in  o^  clerk's  hands,  to  ye  tyme  your  Lp  band  cum  to  yis  effect^ 
as  was  comond.  That  beand  done,  your  Lp  sail  have  o^  said  band,  and  thakfuU  pamet  yeirlie,  sa 
lang  as  your  Lp  keipis  us  your  band  to  that  effect  My  Lord,  quhar  your  Lp  desirs  yis  wyne  for 
ane  titill  ye  have  to  ane  half  nets  fisching  of  Done,^  my  Lord,  in  guid  hit  we  kene  no^  yat  ev^  your 
Lp  had  ony  titill  or  ryt  y^to,  and  as  for  us,  we  ar  o^  small  men  to  hald  ony  thing  fia  your  Lp  ye 
have  ryt  to;  and  for  us,  we  will  nev*  gif  your  Lp  ony  thing  for  ony  tytill  or  ryt  your  Lp  hes  to  ony 
watt^  amang  us.  And  quhar  your  Lp  desirs  us  to  be  kind  to  your  Lp,  as  ye  have  been  to  us  in 
tymiss  bigane,  my  Lord,  we  thank  your  Lp  of  k3mdness  begane,  and  prayis  your  Lp  to  pseve^  in 
tyme  cuing,  for  we  sail  ever  dessve  ye  samy  At  your  Lp  be  Goddis  grace,  quhom  have  your  Lp  in 
keiping,  at  your  maist  nobil  harts  desire.  Gf  Abird,  ye  xx  day  of  May"— f  Ctwiict/  Register,  vol. 
xii.  817.] 

In  the  year  1521,  J  dm.  Lord  Forbes,  first  conmienced  offensive  operations  against  the  town  and 
community,  by  using  every  expedient  to  interrupt  and  destroy  the  salmon  fishings  of  the  rivers  Dee 
and  Don.  He,  on  one  occasion,  invaded  the  town  with  his  confederates;  and  the  provost  was 
obliged,  for  his  defence,  to  have  recourse  to  fortifying  his  house  with  artillery .-^Counci/  Begisier^ 
vd.  X.  p»  dS5J} 
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of  Brux,  for  convocating  the  king's  lieges,  to  the  number  of  five  hun-  A.D.  isso. 
dred ;  for  driving  him  to  the  Friar's  place,  when  he  happened  to  be 
in  the  town,  with  only  Jive  persons^;  for  confining  them  there  twenty- 
four  hours ;  for  beinjg  art  and  part  in  slaying  his  servant,  wounding 
some  of  his  friends,  and  for  robbery  of  his  horses."  This  crimina- 
tion was  neither  correct,  nor,  indeed,  very  consistent  with  the  fact ; 
and  accordingly  the  result  of  the  trial  which  ensued  was  favourable 
for  the  provost  and  his  friends,  the  jury  having  returned  a  verdict  of 
acquittal.*  The  spirit  of  revenge,  however,  was  still  predominant  in 
these  fierce  barons.  Indignant  at  their  former  defeat,  and  impatient 
of  the  issue  of  the  present  trial,  they  were  incited  more  and  more  to 
seek  an  opportunity  to  wreak  their  vengeance  upon  the  citizens,  as 
well  as  upon  Alexander  Fraser  of  Philorth,  who,  it  appears,  had  af- 
forded  them  his  assistance.  It,  therefore,  became  necessary  to  put 
the  town  in  a  proper  posture  of  defence,  by  planting  artillery  at  the 
ports,  and  arming  the  citizens.    At  the  same  time,  the  magistrates 

having 


*  <'  RobertuA  bartonne  de  ouir  bartonne  justidarius  ac  thesaurarius  Supmi  Diii  nostri  reg^  univ«- 
818  et  singulis  ad  quorfi  noticias  pntes  fte  pvenerint  salutem  noverit^  q^  comparafi  cora  nobis  in  curia 
justiciarie  supmi  Dno  nostri  reg^  tent  et  indioat  apud  burgum  de  Unlithgw  die  mcurie  dedmo  sep- 
timo  die  mefs  Augusti,  anno  Dni  m'  quigentesimo  trigesimo  Gilbertus  Mezies^  ppositus  de  Aber- 
dene^  Thomas  Meaies^  Alexander  Mezies^  Andreas  Mezies^  David  Mezies,  filii  dicti  Gilberti  Me* 
zies,  Georgius  Leslie,  Johannes  Cuninghame^  Alex*  Bitss,  Alexf  Nicholsonn,  Johannes  Wod^  David 
Harot,  junior,  Alexander  Mezies,  frat^  dicti  Gilberti  MCzies,  Wilhelmus  Walcar,  Johannes  Andsonn, 
Jacobus  Andsonn,  filius  David  Andsonn,  Alex'  Andsonn,  frat^  dicti  David'  Andsonn,  Georgius 
Bissat,  Robertus  Edindiaucht,  Johannes  Webstar,  alias  Jamesonn,  Johannes  Crystisonn,  Thomas 
Huntar,  David  Andsonn,  W  Kemp,  et  Alex'  Bissat,  indictati  et  p  rotulos  regis  calumpniati  de 
arte  et  pte  covocationis  ligioru  supmi  Dni  nostri  reg'  ad  numerQ  quingentaru  psonaru  ex  p  cogita- 
ta  fdonia  venien  sup  Alex'  Forbes,  filiiun  et  heredem  apparentem  Dni  de  Brux  die  Sabbati  pe- 
nultimo  die  mef s  Julii  ult  elapi^i  in  villam  de  Aberdene  ubi  dictus  Alex'  Forbes  sol'  cQ  quiq^  psonis 
existabat  et  eum  fugando  ad  locum  frat?  £t  ibidem  ipm  p  spatiQ  xxiiii  horaru  obsidiando  Item  de 
arte  et  parte  crudelis  in&ectionis  quondam  Wiitmi  Mury  l^vitor  dicti  Alexandri  Item  de  arte  et  parte 
demembrationis  Wilhni  Forbes  sui  brachii  Item  de  arte  et  parte  demebrationis  et  mutilationis  dicti 
Alexandri  Forbes  sui  digiti  Item  de  arte  et  parte  demSbrationis  et  mutilationis  Wiitmi  Forbes  suo- 
rii  duoru  digitorQ  tempore  sup  ex  pcogitata  felonia  comiss  Item  de  arte  et  parte  rapine  equord 
dicti  Alexandri  Forbes  Eodem  tempe  quasquid  calumpnias  pfate  psone  in  facie  judicii  omnino  de« 
negarunt  et  p  codignam  assisam  quied  facti  fuerunt  p  nltus  et  imunes  Et  hoc  oibus  quorO  infest 
nota  t?am'  p  pntes.  In  cujus  rei  testemoniu  sigillum  officii  justiciarii  supmi  Dni  nostri  regis 
pntibns  est  appensum  ano  mef  e  die  et  loco  sup  diet'." 

•  Council  Register,  voL  xii.  p.  299.  801.  8I7.  B5S,  875,  877.  vol.  xiii.  p.  46.  57.  60,  6I. 
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A.D.  155a  having  applied  to  the  lords  of  the  council  for  legal  protection,  law-* 
borrows  were  issued  against  Lord  Forbes,  and  his  kinsmen.  On  the 
12th  of  December,  his  Lordship  put  in,  to  the  lords  of  the  comicil,  at 
Perth,  his  bond,  bj  which  he  became  bound,  for  himself  and  his  sons, 
that  the  magistrates,  t^e  citizens,  and  Fhilorth,  should  be  kept 
harmless  at  their  hands,  under  the  penalty  of  L.5000,  to  be  forfeited 
and  paid  to  the  king.  After  this,  tranquillity  between  the  citizens 
and  the  Forbeses  appears  to  have  been  established.  Some  years 
afl^wards.  Lord  Forbes  and  the  community  came  to  a  more  friendly 
understanding,  being  mutually  disposed  to  restore  the  relations  of 
peace  and  amity,  which  had  formerly  subsisted  between  them.  The 
magistrates  and  town  council*  agreed  to  allow  him  the  usual  present 
of  wine,  on  condition  of  his  preserving  the  sahnon  in  the  rivers  from 
dqnredation,  either  with  nets,  cobles^  or  spears,  in  '^  raid  time.'^f  Hia 
son,  John,  Lord  Forbes,  (m  his  erecting  a  lodging  in  the  town,  was 
fmmished  with  wood,  to  the  value  of  100  mnks,  by  an  order  of  the 
council,  as  a  small  recompense  for  the  like  good  offices ;  and  after- 
wards he  received  a  present  of  L.100,:]:  on  the  same  account. 

1537.  King  James  himself  had  often  e:q)erienjced  the  exorbitant  power 
of  the  nobles ;  and,  in  imitation  of  his  royal  {predecessors,  he  at* 
tempted  to  humble  them  by  every  means  in  his  power.  The  re- 
peated checks  which  the  citizens  had  given  to  these  i&ctious  and 
turbulent  baroni;  were  by  no  means  disjdeasing  to  the  king ;  f(»r, 
on  the  30th  of  September,  this  year,  he  addressed  the  magis- 
trates, from  Old  Aberdeen,  by  a  letter,  J  under  his  own  aignaturcr 

in 


*  2pth  December,  1547.  t  The  time  of  spawning.  %  Equal  to  L51  5%.  aUiiisg. 

§  «  Rex. 

«'  Treat  fireindis  we  greyt  Zow  hartly  wejU^  for  samekil  a«  we  Iiaf  gait  opf  ia  to  Zoa 
zifiP'cbiy  yat  we  wald  our  burght  of  Aberdene  was  in  quyefee  &  rest,  but  oppreaaioBn  or  miaordour^ 
aodyecomouadgudwaiteoualy  gpedit^andnowiaye  tyxneofdiesingof  Zour  oflki^  qubnfoartt 
ia  ourwyUyejoyas&brukaidik  pyalegis  &  fredomia  as  udis  our  bonowis^  and  gewis  Zew  l^ff  to 
cheyaa  aidik  pso«ia  aa  are  abiU  &  coveaien^  be  Zour  comon  oooaent^  aa  uaa  ia  And  yat  ar  abJH  to. 
minist^  in  ye  offide  be  doyng  of  juatioe  and  wertewia  using  e£  Zour  comomi  gud  And  aa  will  Saur 
y^for^  for  we  wyll  Ze  leif  in  liberty  &  firedome;  like  burges  men^  but  ourthrawing  of  outmfin  orgrjrt 
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in  which  he  gave  them  permission  to  elect  such  persons  as  were  qua*  a.d.  1537. 
lified  for  the  offices  in  the  council^  with  common  consent^  as  the 
practice  had  been :  at  the  same  time,  concluding,  "  that  he  wished 
them  to  live  in  liberty  and  freedom,  like  burgesses,  and  to  oppose 
landed  men,  or  barons ;"  and  in  so  doing,  they  were  to  keep  his  let* 
ter  for  their  authority*  In  this  year  he  had  met  with  a  severe  afflic*  i5io. 
tion,  by  the  death  of  his  two  only  sons,  the  Princes  James  and  Ar- 
thur^ in  one  day ;  a  calamity  which  so  deeply  alBfected  him,  that  he 
never  recovered  his  former  cheerfulness ;  and  he  sometimes  sunk  in* 
to  dejection.  In  order  to  divert  his  melancholy,  he  made  a  pro- 
gress with  the  queen,  into  the  north,  attended  by  the  court.  They 
visited  Aberdeen,  where  they  remained  for  fifteen  days ;  and  the 
magistrates,  the  clergy,  and  the  professors  of  King's  College,  paid  the 
greatest  attention  to  their  majesties,  and  nothing  was  neglected 
which  could  contribute  towards  their  amusement.* 

In  this  age,  few  kingdoms  possessed  maritime  power;  and  in 
Scotland  it  was  very  little  known*  Ships  for  warfare  were  generally 
fitted  out,  on  an  emergency,  by  the  royal  boroughs  on  the  sea  coasts 
or  were  provided  by  individuals,  for  hire.  In  the  year  1475  mention 
occurs  of  three  ships  having  been  fitted  out  by  Aberdeen,  for  the 
service  of  the  king^  at  the  expence  of  the  community,  In  this  year, 
about  the  time  of  the  king's  visit,  the  town  fitted  out  a  ship,  which 
was  furnished  with  guns,  culverines,  ammunition,  and  other  warlike 
stores^  at  the  expence  of  L.565.f  She  was  manned  with  twenty-four 
young  mariners  belonging  to  the  town,  and  proceeded  to  join  the 
Scottish  squadron  in  the  Frith  of  Forth.  The  magistrates  agreed  to 
pay  to  the  owners  of  the  vessel  the  same  rate  of  hire  which  the  town 
of  Dundee  had  engaged  to  pay  for  the  ship  fitted  out  by  it,  for  the 
same  purpose  ;X  but  the  quantum  of  hire  is  not  mentionedi  nor  does 

it 


psonig^  kepand  sis  for  Zour  WBrrand.    Subscrjrwit  be  us  it  Aid  ABden«>  ye  kst  d^j  of  SefUmher, 
and  of  our  x^ine  je  zzv  Zeyris,  1  Zeir  of  God  ane  thousand  fyy  bimdre^  tkrety  and  sewin  Zeir." 

CoOBQil  RoKlAOTt  mi  >▼'  p.  415. 
*  Leslie,  p.  451.  t  Equal  to  about  L.176  lis.  3d.  sterling. 

}  Council  Register,  voL  xvL  p.  508.  5l4h  525. 
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A.D.  1540.  it  appear  for  what  expedition  this  fleet  was  intended.  There  being 
at  this  time  peace  between  the  two  nations,  it  is  probable  that  the 
ship  formed  part  of  a  squadron  which  was  intended  to  convoy 
the  King  to  England,  for  a  proposed  interview  between  him  and 
King  Henry  VIII.  his  uncle,  regarding  the  reformation  of  religion, 
which  was  now  in  agitation,  and  for  some  other  matters  of  state. 
The  interview,  however,  between  the  two  sovereigns  did  not  take 
place,  having  been  prevented,  on  the  part  of  James,  by  the  interfer- 
ence of  his  clergy.* 

About  this  period  a  very  singular  race  of  people,  who  were  distinct 
in  character,  customs,  and  language,  from  the  other  inhabitants,  made 
its  appearance  at  Aberdeen.  They  were  called  Gipsies,  or  Egyp- 
tians, and  wandered  through  the  country  under  the  command  of  the 
famous  John  Faw,  who  was  distinguished  by  the  title  of  Lord  or  Earl 
of  Little  Egypt,  and  was  recognised  in  this  character  by  King  James 
V.  in  the  celebrated  writ  of  privy  seal,  passed  in  the  28th  year  of  his 
reign.  The  earliest  notice  which  we  have  discovered  of  these  people 
occurs  in  1527,  when  a  number  of  them,f  under  Eiken  Jaks,  as  their 
leader,  found  their  way  to  Aberdeen,  probably  soon  after  they  had 
entered  Scotland.  They  remained  in  the  town  for  some  time,  but 
being  impeached  for  stealing  two  silver  spoons  from  one  of  the  citi- 
zens, they  took  their  departure.  John  Faw,  his  brother  George,  and 
their  company,  fixed  their  residence  in  the  town  for  some  conside- 
rable time.  Their  chief  occupation  was  palmistry ;  although  they 
occasionally  employed  themselves  in  some  rude  handicraft,  or  as 
tinkers.  They,  however,  became  so  audacious,  and  so  very  turbulent^ 
that  it  was  at  length  found  necessary  to  banish  them  from  the  town : 
but  the  Earl,  his  wife,  and  sister,  were  excepted  from  this  act  of 
proscription.  I 

In 


*  Heiuy,  voL  xi.  p.  519.  t  Council  Register,  voL  ziL  p.  S57. 

t  Trial  of  Barbara  Dja  Baptista  and  Helen  Andree,  for  stealing  24  merks  of  money  from  An«i 
drew  Chalmers,  in  Wester  Fintraj  :<^ 

''  Curia  baUivoru  burgi  de  Abirdene  tenP  in  pretorio  eiusdem  zxii  die  meni^  Januarij^  anno 
mille*  quigenmo  quadramo  per  honoles  viros  Thoma  Meziea,  prepo,  David  Andsone  Ma^rm,  Jdn§ 
Gordcone,  et  Ale£rm  Ruyfuid^  ballivos  coiuctim  et  dioisim  prd  tribunali  seden, 

«Tho 
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In  the  course  of  this  year  the  community  was  alarmed  by  the  ru-  A.D.  1542. 
mour  of  a  war  with  England,  which  rendered  it  necessary  to  adopt 

L  measures 


'*  The  said  day,  in  ye  actionn  and  caus  movit  be  Andro  Chalmer,  in  Westar  Fintra,  upon  Bar- 
bara Dya  Baptista  and  Helen  Andree,  y  complices  to  ye  noufi  of  ten  psonis,  frends  and  l^vands  to 
erle  George  callit  of  egipt,  makand  metionn  that  in  ye  mony  t  of  October  last  bypast  come  to  his 
houfs  in  Westir  Fintra,  and  yair  thiftuisly  staw  and  toik  fira  him  out  of  his  kyst,  in  his  chalmer,  ye 
8owm  of  twety  four  fiks  money  of  ye  realme^  and  'will  mak  him  na  restitutionn  y^of  wy^out  yai  be 
copellit. 

Nola  Assise* 

Patrick  Fotbes  Walter  Hay  David  Mezies 

Dunca  Mar  Andro  Crawfurd^  young^  Johnne  Rattre 

Walter  CuUa  And^  Durtty  Henry  Collisone 

Mais^  Jon.  FreOs*  Alex.  Nicholsooe  Thomas  Hay 

Gilbert  Frcftr  Alex.  Forbes  Willia  Camis 

*'  The  sayd  day  Barbara  Baptista  and  Helen  Andree,  egiptians,  war  accusit  in  jugmet  be  ye  pro- 
west  for  ye  wrangous  way  taking  of  xxiiii  fik  money  of  Scotland  fra  Androw  Chahner  in  WesP  Fyn- 
tra,  out  of  his  kyst,  quilk  yai  dmyit  be  George  Faw,  yair  capitane,  and  forspeikar  &  Maist  Thoas 
Auand^  y^  procuratour  And  yairefter,  w^  cosent  of  ba^t  ye  said  partiis^  ye  said  action  was  put  to  ye 
decisione  &  knawlege  of  ye  assyss  aboun  wrytine^  qlk  was  chosin  &  swome  in  jugment  i  pus  of 
pfiis,  &  admyttit  be  yai  fiirtht  of  court  remowit  &  at  lyntht  awysit  wytht  ye  deponis  of  ye  wytnes 
prodttdt  be  ye  said  Andro  Chalm^  enfit  in  courts  fimd  &  deliuit^  all  in  ane  vocs,  yat  ye  said  Andro 
Chalmer  hed  failit  in  his  preyf  twydiing  waytaking  of  ye  forsaid  money,  &  maid  ye  said  Barbara  ft 
Helene,  epiptians,  forsaid,  quyt  of  ye  dame  of  ye  same  daimit  at  yai  be  ye  said  Andro  And  dys- 
diargit  yai  yairof  be  ye  hail  assyss  forsaid.  And  ye  said  egiptianis  protestit  for  y  expefs  agains  ye 
said  X6  ChaliB  &  d«^  can*  of  the  sud  Ao  to  if  s^  at  y^  istans  as  law  will  qlk  fimd  Jon  Chalmer 
cau^  to  Alex.  Kay>  ofBi^xt. 

«  The  said  day  Alex.  Chalfi,  procurator  for  ye  said  Andro  ChaU9,  protestit  forty  &  place  to  per« 
sew  ye  laif  of  ye  egiptianis  for  ye  said  money,  &  tuk  not  y^  ye  said  Barbara  and  Hdene  allanly  ar 
made  quyt  of  ye  said  clam  as  he  he  alleg^ 

«'  The  said  day  Mais?  Thomas  Aoand,  pcu?  for  ye  ^ptianis,  and  George  Faw,  yair  capitaine, 
requirit  Androw  ChaliB  in  jugmet  to  nayme  or  nott  samony  of  yair  company  as  he  wes  pleteus  on 
for  ye  thiftouss  waytaking  of  his  money,  quhilk  accepit  alla£lie  at  yat  tyme  hot  twa,  yat  is  to  say, 
Barbara  Dya  Baptista  &  Helen  Andree,  &  ye  forsaid  p^  ptestit  yt  he  said  hef  na  place  in  ty  cuing 
to  psew  nane  of  ye  company,  becaus  yai  war  all  pnt  in  jugmet" 

George  and  John  Faws  were  tried  before  the  bailliea,  S8th  January,  1540,  and  convicted  by  a 
jury  for  wounding  Alex«  Bamm  to  the  efiiision  of  his  blood  They*  were  ordered  to  pay  the  barber 
for  leediing  him,  and  fined  a  crown  of  the  sun  for  the  amends  of  blood.  Katharine  Autarene  was 
ccmvicted,  and  ordered  to  be  pilloried  in  the  Goffis  till  six  o'dock  at  night,  for  stealing  two  pecks  of 
green  bear,  6tb  March,  1540/— tCo«w«7  BegUter,  twfc  xvi  p.  699*  708.  736.  748.] 

These 


Digitized  by 


Google 


74  ANNALS   OF   AB£EDEEN. 

A.D.  1542.  measures  for  putting  the  town  in  a  posture  of  defence.  Guards  of 
the  citizens  were  placed  on  the  ports  ;  and  th^  entrance  to  the  har- 
bour was  secured  by  a  boom,  composed  of  masts  and  iron  chains, 
thrown  across  the  bar,  to  prevent  an  attack  from  the  sea.  Aberdeen 
was,  about  the  same  time,  required  to  furnish  its  quota  of  men  for  the 
expedition  which  was  fitted  out  by  King  James  V.  for  the  invasion  of 
England.  One  hundred  citizens  were  accordingly  selected,  properly 
equipped,  at  the  expence  of  the  community,  and  marched  to  the  bor- 
ders, where  they  joined  the  Scottish  army,  which  met  with  a  dis- 
graceful defeat,  near  Solway  frith,  from  the  English,  imder  the  com- 
mand of  Lord  Wharton,  warden  of  the  marches.*  The  shock  of  this 
disaster,  and  the  disaffection  of  the  nobility,  so  deeply  affected  the 
king,  and  preyed  upon  his  mind,  that  he  found  himself  unable  to 
support  the  affliction.  He  took  to  his  bed,  and,  after  languishing  for 
some  days,  expired  on  the  13th  December,  f 

1544.  In  the  summer  of  this  year  a  fleet  and  an  army  had  been  sent,  by 
the  King  of  England,  under  the  Earl  of  Hertford,  to  invade  Scot- 
land. The  troops  disembarked  near  Leith,  after  some  little  opposi- 
tion, and  Edinburgh  was  soon  occupied  by  the  English,  This  na- 
turally occasioned  a  considerable  degree  of  alarm  in  the  country  j 
and,  although  every  preparation  had  been  made  by  the  magistrates 
for  the  defence  of  the  town,  yet  many  of  the  inhabitants  fled  from  it. 
The  Earl  of  Huntly,  who  was  at  this  time  lord  lieutenant  of  the 
north,  was  greatly  incensed  against  the  magistrates,  for  permitting 
the  citizens  to  desert  the  place ;  and  imputed  to  them  much  blame 
for  not  providing  due  means  for  its  defence.:]:  He  assumed  the  ma- 
nagement and  direction  of  the  civil  and  the  military  affairs  of  the 
town,  and  appointed  four  of  the  citizens  to  conduct  them,  under  his 

authority. 


These  gipsies  do  not  appear  to  have  made  their  residence  in  the  tovm,  at  any  future 
period.  But^  for  tinie  immemonal,  a  horde  of  vagrants  of  the  same  description  had  Achr  oc- 
casional residence  in  the  west  skirts  oi  the  town^  where  they  continued  till  near  the  doss  of  tlie  I3th 
century.  They  were  known  by  the  sunames  .of  Gray  and  Young.  Their  winter  oeouiMitioQ  was 
principally  manufacturing  horn  spoons;  and^  in  the  sununer  tkne^  they  wandered  throagh  the 
country  as  tinkers  and  somers. 

.    ♦  Council  Register,  vol.  xvii.  p.  306.  f  Dr.  Robertson's  History,  vol.  L  p.  276,  277. 

i  Council  Register,  vol.  xviiL  p.  180.  S29»  533.  539^  vol.  xix.  214. 
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authority.  He  acquired  the  complete  ascendant  over  the  commu-  a.d. 
nity ;  but  he  did  not  exercise  it  with  moderation.  He  required  the 
town  to  furnish  one  hundred  men,  properly  equipped,  and  provided 
with  twenty  days  provisions,  to  join  the  army  in  the  north,  which 
was  advancing  to  oppose  Donald,  Lord  of  the  Isles,  who,  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  distressed  situation  of  the  country,  was,  at  this  time, 
threatening  an  invasion  of  the  earldom  of  Ross.  The  citizens  remon- 
strated to  the  Regent  against  this  requisition  ;*  but  whether  they 
obtained  any  redress  does  not  appear.  In  the  following  month  of 
January  the  Earl  of  Huntly  was  elected  provost,  on  the  resignation 
of  Thomas  Menzies  of  Pitfoddels,  who  was  nominated  his  deputy. 
At  the  subsequent  Michaelmas,  being  re-elected  provost,  the 
power  of  nominating  the  town  council  for  the  ensuing  year  was, 
at  the  same  time,  conferred  upon  him ;  and,  in  the  following  year,  he 
was  continued  in  the  office.  This  is  the  only  instance  of  a  nobleman 
having  been  appointed  chief  magistrate  of  Aberdeen. 

In  the  month  of  September,  this  year,  Scotland  was  invaded  by  1547. 
the  English,  under  the  command  of  the  Duke  of  Somerset.  Merce- 
nary troops  and  standing  armies  being  yet  unknown,  Aberdeen  was 
required  to  furnish  its  complement  of  men,  from  the  citizens,  for  the 
Scottish  army.  A  considerable  number  of  them  accordingly  marched  ^ 
from  the  town,  as  volunteers,  with  a  piece  of  artillery  denominated 
the  great  falconne,  procured  from  Irvine  of  Drum.  They  joined  the 
queen's  forces  at  Falamuir,  under  the  command  of  the  Regent,  Earl 
of  Arran ;  but  few  of  the  citizens  returned  from  the  fatal  battle  of 
Pinkey,  in  which  10,000  of  the  Scots  are  said  to  have  fallen,  f    After 

L  2  this 


1515, 


*  CouncQ  Register,  vol.  zviii.  p.  S5t. 

t  The  following  dtbens  fell  in  the  battle  of  Pinkey,  10th  September/  1547  :•— 

Andrew  Menzies*  William  Anderson  William  Holland^  younger 

Robert  Cullen*  Robert  Arthur  James  Ardess 

Walter  Cullen  John  Lamb  Gilbert  Nicolson 

Alex.  Gray*  Alex.  Fraser*  Mr.  James  Torrie 

Thomas  Shersr  W31iam  Rolland,  elder  James  Anderson 

John 
*  Members  of  the  Town  Coaocil. 
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A.D.  1547.  this  calamitous  event  the  greater  part  of  the  kingdom  was  in  the  oc- 
cupation of  the  English  ;  and  by  the  victory  which  they  had  obtain* 
ed,  the  subjection  of  Scotland  was  threatened.  It  was,  therefore, 
judged  necessary  to  make  some  preparations  for  the  defence  of  the 
town,  in  case  of  invasion  from  the  sea.  Four  pieces  of  artillery,  with 
two  chambers,  were  purchased ;  of  which  a  Dutchman  was  appointed 
gunner,  and  the  provost,  and  David  Anderson,  baillie,  were  named 
masters  of  artillery.  A  blockhouse  of  earth  was  constructed  on  the 
Cunningairhills,  which  commanded  the  mouth  of  the  river  Don ;  and 
the  trenches  and  breast  work,  which  had  been  formed  many  years  be* 
fore,  along  the  links,  were  again  put  in  a  defensible  state.*  Mean« 
while  the  citizens  were  armed,  and  prohibited  from  leaving  the 
town  without  special  permission.  These  operations  were  attended 
with  considerable  expence  to  the  community ;  and  no  sooner  were 
they  accomplished,  than  the  town  was  called  upon  to  contribute 

1548.  L.SOOf  to  government,  in  lieu  of  service  in  the  army,  now  assembled 
at  Gladsmuir.     Sometime  afterwards,  eighty  pioneers  were  required 

1549.  for  the  siege  of  Broughty  Castle,  with  pay  and  provisions  for  one 
month.  On  the  peace  having  taken  place  between  the  two  nations, 
the  magistrates  and  town  council  expressed  their  concurrence  to  the 
treaty,  by  causing  affix  to  it  the  town's  common  seal,  which  was  trans* 

1550.  mitted  to  Edinburgh  by  Gilbert  Menzies,  younger,  for  that  special 
purpose.  J 

In  the  year  154S,  James  Hamilton,  Earl  of  Arran,  had  been  ap- 
pointed, by  the  nobles,  Regent  of  the  kingdom ;  and  their  choice  met 
with  the  entire  approbation  of  the  community  of  Aberdeen,  which  was 
communicated  to  the  Regent  by  Thomas  Menzies,  at  that  time  pro- 
vost 


John  Ejiowles  Mr.  John  GordoQ  Dancsn  Gad 

John  Mollison  Henry  Duthie  James  Preston 

Thomas  Hay^  elder  Robert  Raittrie  James  Findlay 

John  Setton  Thomas  Paton  Alex.  Forbes 

William  Menaies  Robert  Wellis  In  all  29. 

BegUter  of  Births  and  Burials,  ^tCi  v^u 

•  CoundL  Register,  vol.  xix,  p.  3QI,  898.  t  About  L^3  15s.  sterling. 

X  Guildry  Accounts  for  1550. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ANNALS   OP   ABERDEEN.  77 

vost  of  the  town,  and  comptroller  to  the  Queen.  The  citizens  at  the  a.d.  1550. 
same  time  resolved,  not  only  to  support  the  Regent  in  his  authority, 
but  to  oppose  all  those  who  might  attempt  to  conspire  against  him.* 
On  the  24th  of  November,  this  year,  he  made  his  first  visit  to  the 
town,  and  was  received  by  the  magistrates  with  the  greatest  marks  of 
respect  and  attention.  They  presented  to  him  a  propine,  in  wine, 
wax,  and  spiceries,  to  the  value  of  100  merks.f  In  the  month  of 
May,  this  year,  he  made  another  visit,  along  with  Mary,  queen  dow-  1552. 
ager,  accompanied  with  many  of  the  nobility,  on  the  occasion  of  the 
justice  court.  They  were  received  with  the  usual  ceremonies,  and 
had  presented  to  them,  by  the  magistrates,  suitable  propines.J 
While  they  remained  in  the  town,  nothing  was  neglected,  on  the  part 
of  the  citizens,  which  could  contribute  to  their  amusement,  as 
was  customary  in  these  times.  In  the  month  of  August,  this  year,  1556. 
the  queen  dowager,  now  Begent  of  the  kingdom,  visited  the  town  at 
the  time  of  holding  the  justice  court.  She  was  accompanied  by 
Monsieur  D'Oysel,  the  commander  of  the  French  troops  in  Scotland ; 
and  the  magistrates,  on  this  occasion,  made  them  liberal  presents  in 
wine,  wax,  and  spiceries.  §  These  means  of  propitiation,  however, 
did  not  prevent  the  queen  from  exacting  S20  merks  ||  from  the  com- 
munity, as  a  composition  for  by-past  slight  offences^  for  small  oppress 
sionsj  and  in  order  to  win  her  favour.^  In  those  times,  compositions 
or  mitigations  from  the  people,  for  pretended  offences,  or  to  obtain 
acts  of  grace  at  the  hands  of  the  prince,  were  not  uncommon  ;  and, 
under  the  terror  of  the  justice  court,  the  regular  payment  of  such 
fines  as  the  sovereign  power,  for  the  time,  thought  proper  to  impose, 
was  rigorously  enforced. 


♦  CouncQ  Register^  voL  xvii,  p.  576.  t  Ibid*  vol.  xx.  p.  496. 

i  The  Regent's  propine  consisted  of  thxee  tons  of  wine,  and  two  lasts  of  beer,  with  spiceries.-— 
The' Queen  received  two  tons  of  wine;  with  wax  and  spiceries,  to  the  value  of  20  merks.-*The 
Lords  Componitors  received  a  ton  of  wine,  and  half  a  last  of  beer.— {^CoMiict/  Register,  vol.  xxi.  p.  160.]] 

$  She  received  wine,  spice,  and  wax,  to  the  value  of  S65  merks,  about  L.48  10s.  lOd.  sterling; 
Monsieur  D'Oysel,  half  a  ton  of  wine,  a  doBen  of  torches,*  two  docens  of  boists  of  soorchets ;  the 
Lords  Componitors,  one  ton  of  wine ;  and  the  Lord  Justice  Cl»k,  one  puncheon  of  wme.'^^Caiincil 
Register,  vd.  xxii.  p.  325.  397.] 

II  About  L.56  69.  sterling  money.  If  Council  Register,  vol.  xxii.  p«  4^^* 
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MISCELLANEOUS  OCCURRENCES^  6^c.  IN  ABERDEEN, 

From  the  Year  1398  to  the  Year  1559. 

1401    The  pestilence  in  Aberdeen. 

1408    Fifty  pounds  borroved  by  the  Baillies,  for  the  uae  of  the  town,  from  five  citizens;  to  be  re« 

paid  in  five  years,  at  the  rate  of  32  merks  yearly. 
143S    The  Alderman,  or  Chief  Magistrate,  assmned  the  title  of  Provost 
1439    The  Earl  of  Mar  admitted  burgess  of  guild,  on  payment  of  5s.  in  a  white  purse. 

1441  Two  hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  due  by  the  town  to  the  Earl  of  Huntly,  ordered  to  be 

paid  from  the  rents  of  the  salmon  fishings. 

1442  A  ship  belonging  to  Aberdeen,  called  the  Holy  Cross,  taken  by  the  English,  and  reprisals 

made  by  detaining  an  English  ship  in  the  harbour. 
»«— *    Contribution  of  L.80  made  by  the  town  for  King  James  II/s  daughter,  Elisabeth;  in  Brittany^ 
1477    The  Quire  of  St  Nicholas  Church  begun  to  be  erected. 
1479    Alex.  Couts  appointed  public  Scavenger,  and  allowed  one  penny  annually  from  eadi  fire 

house,  for  repairing  the  streets,  snd  keeping  them  dean. 
1484    The  citizens  mardi  to  the  siege  of  Berwick. 

1  tn8  \  P^'^^'^^  raged  in  the  town  during  these  respective  years. 

1507    Commissioners  sent  from  the  town  to  the  staple  at  Middleburgh. 

1509  One  hundred  and  fifty-three  common  Brewers,  at  this  time,  in  the  town. 

1510  There  being  a  grett  scarcity  of  com  in  the  countiy,  the  following  quantities  of  grain  were 

imported,  by  the  magislxatesp  at  the  after-mentioned  prices :-— 83  bolls  of  rye,  at  10s.  per 
boll,  L.41  10s.;  11  bolls  of  mashlaw,  at  L.6;  one  boll  of  rye  meal,  12s. 

1514  Tie  pestilence  raging  in  the  town. 

1518    The  Earl  of  Huntiy  received  from  the  town  thme  pieces  of  the  best  artilkry^  with  stares, 

lead,  and  ammunition,  for  the  siege  of  Dunrobin  Castle. 
1513    The  Provost* and  Sir  John  Rutherford  repair,  as  Commissioners,  to  Parliament,  With  ten 

horses  in  their  train,  and  allowed  40  merks  for  their  ezpences. 

1515  The  town's  public  seal  sent  to  Edinburgh,  to  seal  the  down  of  forfeitnre  of  Alex.  Lord  Home. 
152C    The  Quire  of  Saint  Nicholas  consecrated  by  the  Bishop  of  Aberdeen. 

1 529  The  lodging  belonging  to  Gilbert  Menzies,  provost,  burnt  to  the  ground  by  an  accidental  fire. 

1530  The  pestilence  n^ng  in  the  town. 

15S1    Thomas  Mensies  allowed  to  offidate  as  Phyvost,  in  absence  of  his  fither,  Gilbert  Mensies, 

Provost 
1588    The  pestilence  raged  in  the  town. 

1 539    The  infection  o£  the  Botch  brdte  out  among  the  inhabitants. 
— —    The  artillery  belonging  to  the  town  lent  to  Patrick,  Earl  of  BotiiwelL 
1541     Ship  belonging  to  Thomas  Brediin  lost  at  Scarborough,  on  the  cdast  of  England,  with  28 

persons  on  board,  eitisens  of  Aberdeen,  ail  of  whom  peridied. 
1544    The  artillery  belonging  to  the  tofwn,  consisting  of  a  fidcon,  kiHs  piece,  boUis  piece,  and  three 

serpentines,  with  ten  chambers^  and  whed  canriages,  lent  to  the  Earl  of  Huntiy,  Lord 

Lieutenant  of  the  North. 

1 546 1 

154Q  f '^^  pestilence  raged  in  die  town  during  these  respective  years. 

1557    The  Magistrates  purdiased  the  following  pieces  of  artillery  for  the  defence  of  the  town :«« 

Two  ringed  dogs,  two  great  y catlings,  the  great  falcon  of  the  Laird  of  Drum,  an  English 

half  slung^  ^ve  cut-tfatNits,  fi>r  the  sum  of  L,100 ;  six  half  slungs,  with  twelve  diambers, 

at  L.120 :  four  half  slungs,  and  one  keel  piece,  having  two  chambers. 

^  CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER  III. 


SECTION  II. 


Civil  government  of  the  Borough — Ancient  Elections  of  the  Magistrates 
and  Town  Council — Ancient  Patrimony-^Lands  of  Old  Cruives  an^ 
nested — Municipal  Laws — Commerce — Coinage — Customs-^Miracle 
Platfs-^Secular  Amusements^  conducted  by  the  Abbot  and  Prior  of 
Bon-Accord — Religious  and  Secular  Plays^  by  the  Artificers — 
Religious  Ceremonies — Minstrels — Games —  Town^s  Clocks — the 
PlaguCf  and  other  diseases — Weaponshaw—^Dress^  Armour^  and 
Furniture — Sirnames — Population — Tables  of  Contributions  to  the 
State^— Rental  of  Lands f  ^c— Prices  of  Provisions. 

Fbom  A.D.  1596  TO  A.D.  1552. 

Before  proceeding  further  in  the  narrative  of  public  events,  it 
may  not  be  improper  to  make  a  pause,  in  order  to  trace  the  progress  of 
the  political  government  of  Aberdeen ;  to  take  a  retrospective  view  of 
those  matters  which  are  strictly  local ;  and  to  offer  some  sketches  of  the 
customs  and  manners  of  the  people,  during  this  aera,  which  may  be 
regarded  as  not  the  least  important  parts  of  a  work  of  this  kind.  We 
have  already  had  occasion  to  observe,  that  the  administration  of  the 
public  affairs  of  the  town  had,  from  a  remote  period,  been  vested  in 
a  definite  number  of  magistrates,  namely  the  alderman,  and  four 
baiUies,  who  were  annually  elected.  The  earliest  records  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  magistrates  and  town  council  commence  in  the  year 
1898.  From  these  it  appears,  that  on  the  first  Monday  posterior  to 
Michaelmas,  of  this  year,  the  election  of  the  magistrates  took  place, 
in  the  court  of  the  baillies,  ^  with  the  eonsent  and  assent  of  the  whole 
community  of  the  borough.'**  In  the  subsequent  year  a  similar  elec- 
tion 


Council  Register;  toL  i.  ]p.  1. 
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tion  was  conducted  on  the  same  day ;  and  in  the  minutes  of  sede^ 
runt,  twenty  citizens  are  mentioned  as  having  been  chosen  members 
of  the  common  council.  On  the  same  occasion  certain  committees 
were  also  appointed,  for  regulating  the  market  of  flesh,  of  wine,  and 
of  ale,  and  for  the  other  municipal  affairs  of  the  town.  The  same 
day  was  annually  appropriated  for  the  election,  and  continued  to  be 
so  until  the  latter  end  of  the  sixteenth  century,  when  it  was  changed 
to  Wednesday  immediately  preceding  Michaelmas,  which  is  the  day 
observed  at  the  present  time.  In  the  year  1469  an  act  of  parliament 
was  passed,  ordaining  the  old  council  annually  to  choose  the  new, 
and  both  together  to  elect  the  alderman,  baillies,  dean  of  guild,  and 
other  office-bearers ;  but,  as  the  annual  election  continued  still  to  be 
conducted  with  the  consent  and  assent  of  the  community,  it  does  not 
appear  that  this  statute  was  much  regarded.  At  Michaelmas,  1479, 
however,  in  consequence  of  a  letter  from  the  king,  addressed  to  the 
magistrates,  the  old  council  proceeded  to  the  annual  election,  in  con- 
formity to  the  statute,  by  nominating  the  new  council,  and  both 
councils,  jointly,  elected  the  office-bearers,  as  had  been  enjoined  by 
the  king.*  This  form  of  rule  continued  to  be  strictly  observed  in  all 
future  elections,  although  there  is  nothing  mentioned  in  the  minutes 
of  the  subsequent  elections  to  distinguish  the  latter  mode  from  the 
former ;  the  strain  of  the  minutes  of  sederunt  being,  in  both  cases^ 
pretty  much  the  same.f    The  provost  and  baillies  had  not  only  a 

minis- 


*  Council  Register^  voL  vi*  p.  603. 

t  In  the  year  1783  a  question  began  to  be  agitated  by  the  burgesses  of  the  royal  boroaghs  of 
Scotland,  concerning  the  administration  of  the  funds  of  their  respective  corporations,  and  the  mode 
of  electing  the  magistrates  and  town  councils.  The  burgesses  complained  loudly  of  the  political 
constitution  being  corrupt,  and  requiring  reformation.  The  system  was  represented  by  them  as  a 
bad  one,  inconsistent  with  the  liberty  and  the  true  interests  of  the  community,  in  so  fiur  as  it  afforded 
a  plenitude  of  power,  which,  in  a  small  number,  independent  of  the  body  of  the  pec^le^  was,  from 
the  nature  of  man,  liable  to  abuse.  ^  This  became  the  subject  of  a  parliementary  enquiry,  which 
depended  for  several  years;  but  as  parliament  In  its  wisdom  did  not  see  the  proprie^  of  ^b^tPgiVg 
or  altering  the  system,  matters  were  allowed  to  drop. 

In  the  course  of  this  popular  question,  it  appears  to  have  been  strongly  urged,  on  the  part  of  the 
burgesses,  that  the  uniform  practice  of  Aberdeen,  from  1398  down  to  the  year  1592,  had  been,  that 
the  provost,  baillies,  common  seijeants,  and  town  council,  were  elected  annually  by  the  tuffraget  of 

I  The  letters  of  Cins  and  Zeno^  on  this  topic,  were  wrote  with  much  spirit  snd  elegance. 
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ministerial  duty  to  perform,  but  they  also  sat  and  administered  jus- 
tice in  the  courts  of  the  borough.     They  heard  and  decided  all  con- 

M  troversies 


all  the  burgesses,  assembled  in  their  head  court  In  order  to  ascertain  this  point,  which  appears  to 
have  been  the  subject  of  much  controversy  between  the  burgesses  and  their  adversaries,  at  the  time, 
we  have  been  at  considerable  pains,  in  the  course  of  our  researches,  to  investigate  the  records  firom 
the  earliest  period;  but  we  have  been  unable  to  discover  any  thing  having  a  resemblance  to  a  po« 
pular  election,  or  an  electi<m  by  the  iuffragts  of  the  burgesses.  It  is  not,  however,  our  province  to 
become  a  oontrovertist  on  either  side.  We  shall  merely  state  the  facts  and  circiunstances  which  oc* 
curred  in  the  course  of  our  enquiry,  leaving  it  to  those  more  immediately  interested  to  draw  the 
inference.  In  a  former  part  of  this  work  we  have  already  traced  the  origin  of  the  constitution  of 
the  borough  firomaremote  period.  The  earliest  election  of  the  magistrates  and  office-bearers  occurs 
in  the  year  1S98,*  but  it  is  not  so  complete  as  that  in  the  subsequent  year.    In  the  year  1405  the 


•  THE  ACT  OF  ELECTION,  1598. 

^  Fracesnu  eurianim  BalliToniin  itti  sunt  qui  iocipiant  dit  lane  proitmo  pott  feftum  besti  Micliaelis  Ardungeli,  anno 
1998.  Quo  die  Williebniia  de  Cameni  pater,  cum  oonseneu  ct  aaseasa  totius  communitatis  dicti  burgi,  electos  est  in  offi- 
cium  Aldermanni,  Et  Robertiis  filius  Davidii,  Stmon  de  Benyn,  Jobannea  Scbcrar,  ac  Magiiter  Wflliclmua  Dicaon,  elect! 
•nnt  in  ofiKcium  Balliroruin.  Ac  MauTlcius  filius  Roberti,  Jobannea  filiua  Bridi,  Walterua  Rede,  ct  Simon  de  Cameniy 
elect!  sunt  in  officium  Seijandomm. 


r  Jobannea  Sprout 
{.Thomaa  ScKerar 


Vini 


I  C  Simon  Lamb 
1  Jobannea  Dora 
Vobannea  Oilbertua 
Haynkyn  de  Deir 
Guatatorea  \  Simon  Bayard 

Ceryiaie*   Adam  Codljn 
AUnuB  Smyth 
WiUielmus  filiua  Adame 
t^^^ob^^uB  Heailhede 

CouncU  Regiftert  vd,  i.  p.  1. 

THE  ACT  OF  ELECTION,  1S99. 

^Uber  Communitatia  burgi  de  Aberdene  eat  iate  qui  incipit  die  lune  proiimo  poet  featnm  beat!  Michaelia  Archangdi, 
anno  domini  1399.  Quo  die  elcctoa  luit  Adam  de  Benyn,  cum  consensu  et  aasensu  totius  communitatis  dicti  buigi  in 
offldum  Aldermanni,  Et  WiUielmus  Blynaele,  Simon  de  Benyn,  Jobannea  Wormot,  et  Jobannea  filius  Tbome,  electi 
aunt  in  officium  BalliTorum.  Et  Mauriciua  filiua  Robert!,  Doneldua  Ka,  Fergusius  filins  Adame,  et  Jobannea  de 
Lvcria,  electi  sunt  !n  officium  Seijandomm.    Eodem  die  electi  sunt  in  oommunea  conailiaiioa  dicti  burgi  :— 


WilUelmua  da  Camera,  pater 
Laurenciua  da  Leth 
ViUidmna  da  Camera,  filius 
Alexander  Bannermaa 
Thomaa  Spfyng 
WilUelmua  Andrea 
Jobannea  Andrea 


Jobannea  de  Ledale 
David  de  Scrogs 
Johannes  Scberar 
Robertui^  filiua  Daridia 


Hugo  Aberburtbnoc 
Jobannea  Ruthciford 


Willielmua  de  Crag 
Simon  Lamb 
Ricardua  de  Lunan 
Willielmua  Borthwyk 
Jobannea  Strang 
Ricardua  Fichet 


JJneatoreu 


Digitized  by 


Google    — 


82  ANNALS   OF   ABEBDEEN. 

troversies  which  occurred  among  the  citizens^  whom  they  were 

titled  to  repledgCf  from  the  county  court,  and  from  the  consistory  of  the 

bishop. 


en« 


election  is  merely  mentioned  as  having  teken  place  in  tiie  caiut  of  tlie  beiUieejt  but  the  acts  and  mu» 
nates  of  these  elections  do  ncft  mentioa  who  were  present,  or  who  were  the  riectora.  In  14SS,  the 
ptffipositus  was  elected,  ''per  commune  oonsilittm,  et  confrotres  gildfie.''^  In  the  year  1474  hir 
election  was  in  ''  cniria  capitali  tenu  in  prsetorio  per  baIliiros."f  In  1523,  the  election  is  mentioned 
irimply  to  have  tidien  place  "  in  caria  capitalis  baUiTortim.''||  In  the  year  153S,  90th  September^ 
the  jn^pontns  was  elected  ''  expreesa  oetiaensii  voce  ct  veto  omniam  borgenmm  eiusdembufgi."'^- 
On  the  same  day,  the  bailUes  were  elected  in  the  like  fonn  and  manner  j  and,  on  the  4th  of  October 
fol^ywing,  the  council,  the  committees,  and  the  office-bearers,  were  merely  named  **  in  curia  glides 
balliTt»rum  f^  but  the  names  of  the  burgesses  absent  on  this  day  are  only  .mentioned.  In  1580  llie 
record  mentiotis  tfiat  the  ''  prseposStus  Oilbertus  Mensries  de  Pitfbddels  Pectus  fuit  de  commune  om-> 
nium  comburgensium  consensu  et  assensu  unanimo  yoto  absque  contradictione."**  The  minutes  of 
the  intermediate  elections  all  run  pretty  much  in  the  same  style.  In  numy  years  the  election  of  the 
provost  and  baillies  took  place  on  one  day ;  and  the  oounoil  and  the  office-bearers  were  named  on  a 
posterior  day.  In  no  instance,  however,  is  there  any  mention  of  the  election  of  the  magistrates 
and  town  council  having  been  made  by  the  suffrages  of  the  burgesses,  the  whole  business  being 
conducted,  as  it  would  seemi  in  the  open  court,  nemine  contradioetUu 

With  regard  to  die  administration  of  die  fhitds  of  the  corporation,  it  appears,  that  this  was  com- 
mitted solely  to  the  magistrates  and  council,  in  office,  for  the  time.  The  state  officer,  called  the 
Chamberlain  of  Scotland)  in  ancient  times  had  a  euperintendency  over  the  royal  boroughs,  and  oc- 
casionally held  itmerant  courts,  called  Iter.  Camerarii,  for  enquiring  into  the  management  of  their 
revenues,  reviewing  die  Judicial  proceedings  of  the  judges  in  their  oourts ;  and  even  judging,  in  the 
first  instance,  in  controversies  arising  among  die  inhabitants. 

The  office  ef  Chamberlain  appears  to  have  originated  in  the  dme  of  Malcolm  II.  his  salary  being 
fixed  at  L.gOO ;  which  was  paid  out  of  the  escheats,  fines,  tolls,  and  customs,  accruing  to  the  king 


Lineatores.  • 
Jobannes  Tulach 
Willielmul  Spfout 
Johannes  Sprout 
Adam  Strathchyn 
Johannes  Lambynton 
Willielmiis  Spi^djog 
Gilbertus  de  Kynros 
Kdbertut  d«  Arnach 
Willielmtts  Baiter  Mjfkyl 
^liuildtts  SwordsKp 
Magisicr  Jtfbannes  Wrycht 


Guttatores  VinL 
GaufVedus  de  Stantfhi 
JobaiMies  Hervy 

Gustatorm  Ctrvkie. 
Adam  Wrycht 
AkiDus  Smyth 
Johannes  Cbristioi 
RsbertM  Batt«r 
Simon  Bayard 
Adam  Codlyn 

JDfposttijftf* 
jfliiMitiesy  niitts  Anares 
Jobmmcs  RuCbtvfei^ 


Magistri  Ecdetie. 
DaTid  de  Scrogs 
WUlialmus  Blyndade 
Johannes  Soherar 
Miaaaea  Spront 

jippreHatorei  Caruium* 
Thomas  Lambi  yhung 
Jobaimes  Yhule 
PatrMus  Ckib 
JehsDacB ] 


*  Leges  Burgonim,  cap.  102.— Council  Register,  toI.  i.  p.  71. 

f  Council  Register,  vol.  i.  p.  262.  f  Ibid.  tol.  i?   p.  45.  §   Ibid.  rol.  W.  p.  311. 

II   Council  Register,  Tol.  xi,  p.  35 J.  956.  f  Ibid.  Tol.  xvi.  p.  1,  2,  8.  *•  Ibid.  ToL  xxz.  p.  200. 
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bishop.*  For  several  centuries,  questions  of  a  civil  nature  were  ge- 
nerally  determined  by  a  verdict  of  citizens.  The  punishment  of 
delinquents,  however  trivial  the  offence  might  have  been,  could  not 
b^  inflicted,  until,  after  a  solemn  trial,  the  jury  had  returned  a  ver- 
dict of  guilt.  This  practice  was  not  in  disuse  for  several  years  after 
the  institution  of  the  college  of  justice,  in  the  subsequent  century. 
Besides  these  rights  of  jurisdiction,  the  magistrates  and  town  coun- 
cil iK)Ssessed  the  authority  of  establishing,  for  the  welfare  of  the  citi- 
zens, and  for  the  regulation  of  trade,  municipal  laws,  which  met  with 
^ompA  and  full  obedience.  §  They  regulated  the  prices  of /Commo- 
dities which  were  imported  or  manufactured,  and  sold  within  the  town. 
"When  assembled  with  the  citizens,  they  imposed,  by  mutual  consent, 
taxes  or  duties^  for  the  support  of  the  borough,  or  for  the  exigencies 
of  the  sovereign :  and  this  being  regarded  as  equivalent  to  an  act  of 
the  legislature,  entitled  them  to  enfcn-ce  payment  of  &uch  taxes.  In 
these  assemblies  matters  i^pear  to  have  been  ccmducted  with  unani- 
mity and  dispatch ;  and,  till  $ft&r  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tury, when  the  community  had  been  bereft  of  all  its  ancient  patri- 

M  2  mony. 


from  those  boroughs^  over  wbich  he  exescised  a  particular  jurisdiction,  f  Uk  the  course  of  the  15th 
ani  1^6th  centuries,  the  community  often  experienced  considerable  hardships  from  the  frequency  of 
the  Chwnhfrlain'g  visits.  But,  in  Ae  year  151^,  tiie  som-of  L.5(K)  was  raised,  by  an  assessment  on 
ihe  inhabitants,  and  paid  tolfae  crown,  iar  relieving  Aberdeen  from  the  Chamberlain's  courts  andihe 
Justice  Eyres. :(    After  whidi  period  the  Chamberlain's  court  was  abolished  in  Aberdeen. 


/ 


*  A  fbrensic  term,  signifying  to  recall  a  pearaon  from  the  jtvisdiction  i>f  one  court  to  that  of  ano« 
ther«  In  the  end  of  the  17  th  oentury  this  occasioned  a  keen  contest  between  the  magistrates  and  the 
vheriffof  the  county;  after  which  period  the  privilege  went  into  disuse.  So  tenacious  were  the 
magi^iates  «f  their  eaetensiTe  priT^eges  of  jurisdiction,  that,  in  the  year  1556,  ^e  bishop's  baiUie 
foand  it  necessary  to  solicit  their  Uoenoe  to  faa^g  a  thief,  oonvioled  in  the  bidwp's  caartr^Cauncil 
RegUter,  vol.  xr.  p.  291*]]  ' 

§  The  following  municqMl  hms  were  established  in  the  year  1405  :«-^^  That  any  person  cited  to 
the  head  court,  to  the  courts  of  the  alderman,  or  borough  court,  and  not  appearing,  (unless  having 
a  lawful  excuse)  shall  forfeit  4d.  without  remission.-— Any  person  striking  another,  with  a  sword, 
hanger,  cutlass,  or  batton,  Sd.— For  reviling  any  one  within  tlie  borough,  by  lying,  or  hurting  his 
good  name,  2s.— -For  buying  or  selling  goods  on  Sundays,  10s.— For  reviling  the  alderman,  baillies, 
or  king^s  officers :  for  the  first  transgression,  the  offender  riiall  kiss  the  eavesdrop ;  for  the  second, 
he  shall  be  put  under  the  eavesdrop,  and  pelted  with  filth  and  dirt;  and  for  the  thirds  to  be  banish* 
ed  the  borough  for  a  year  and  a  day."-^Ctwnct/  Register,  vol,  i.  p.  261. J 

f  Begtam  MAJeststeoQi  p.  5.  |  Council  Regigter,  toI.  ix.  p.  98, 101. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


84  ANNALS   OF   ABERDEEN. 

mony,  in  the  manner  which  will  be  afterwards  mentioned,  we  find- no 
instance  of  any  opposition  being  formed  against  the  magistrates,  in 
any  measures  which  appeared  to  them  to  be  for  the  benefit  of  the 
commmiity.  In  order  to  account  for  this,  we  shall  borrow  the  lan- 
guage of  the  learned  historian : — ^  The  genius  of  the  feudal  govern- 
ment, uniform  in  all  its  operations,  produced  the  same  effects  in 
small  as  in  great  societies ;  and  the  territory  of  a  royal  borough  was, 
in  miniature,  the  model  of  a  kingdom.  Change  now  a  single  name ; 
in  place  of  chief  magistrate  substitute  king,  and  we  behold  a  parlia- 
ment in  its  first  rudiments,  and  observe  the  first  exertions  of  those 
powers  which  its  members  now  possess,  as  judges,  as  legislators,  and 
as  dispensers  of  the  public  revenues/**  In  the  parliament  of  the 
kingdom  the  borough  was  represented,  from  an  early  period,  by  dele* 
gates  or  commissioners,  who  were  elected  by  the  magistrates  and 
town  council,  in  the  same  manner  as  was  observed,  at  a  later  aera,  by 
the  several  counties.  In  the  year  1898  mention  occurs  of  William 
de  Camera  and  Simon  Benyn  having  been  delegated,  as  commis- 
sioners, to  represent  the  borough  in  the  parliament  at  Linlithgow,  f 
In  1406,  commissioners  were  sent  to  the  parliament  at  Perth,  after 
the  death  of  Bobert  III. ;  and,  in  the  year  1436,  we  find  it  mentioned 
that  Gilbert  Menzies  was  elected,  by  the  town  council,  to  represent  the 
borough  in  the  Parliament  at  Edinburgh,  and  L.16  Scots  J  were  al- 
lowed him  to  defray  his  charges.  The  number  of  commissioners 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  limited,  for,  in  the  same  year,  three 
were  delegated  to  represent  the  borough.  §  In  the  year  1479  the 
same  number  occur ;  and,  in  the  year  1487,  no  fewer  than  four  were 
elected.  ||  It  does  not  appear  that  the  oflice  of  dean  of  guild  existed 
before  the  year  1427,  when  John  Scrogie  was  appointed.  About  the 
same  time,  wardens  over  the  craftsmen  (artificers)  were  chosen  by 
the  town  council,  to  regulate  the  prices  of  their  work,  and  to  observe 
that  the  same  was  properly  performed.    The  number  of  the  common 

council 


*  Dr.  Robertson's  History,  vol.  i.  p.  279*  t  Council  Register,  vol  L  p.  54. 

t  Equal  to  L.25  38.  lO^cL  §  Council  Register,  vol  iv.  p.  114. 

II  Whether  the  whole  delegates,  so  chosen,  sat  in  parliament,  or  only  one,  in  the  absence  of  the 
other,  cannot  be  known. 
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council  would  seem  to  have  varied  from  time  to  time  ;  for,  in  the  year 
1447,  no  fewer  than  forty  were  chosen  members  of  this  council.  The 
office  of  treasurer  is  first  mentioned  in  the  year  1480 ;  but  no  regu- 
lar election  of  any  person  to  that  office  appears  to  have  taken  place 
tiU  near  the  middle  of  the  subsequent  century.* 

The  ancient  patrimony  of  the  borough  at  this  time  comprehended 
certain  lands  in  the  neighbourhood,  the  salmon  fishings  of  the  rivers 
Dee  and  Don,  the  public  mills  of  the  town,  and  a  few  patches  of 
ground  called  borough  roods.  The  revenue  which  the  corporation  de- 
rived from  all  these  possessions,  and  from  certain  internal  customs 
and  duties,  did  not  exceed,  for  many  years,  on  an  average,  L.280 
Scots,  f  These  had  been  under  the  immediate  direction  and  ma- 
nagement of  the  alderman  and  baillies,  for  a  series  of  ages  before  the 
office  of  treasurer  was  known. 

In  the  year  1459  the  lands  of  Old  Cruives,  which  have  since  been 
rendered  of  so  much  value  by  the  extension  of  commerce  and  manu- 
factures, were  purchased  by  the  magistrates  from  John  Bannerman 
of  Elsick,  for  the  small  consideration  of  140  merks.  These  lands, 
which  are  situated  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town,  and  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  river  Don,  were  acquired  for  the  behoof  of  the 
community,  and  subsequently  annexed  to  the  borough  in  a  charter 
of  confirmation,  which  was  granted  by  King  James  VI.  to  the  pro- 
vost, baillies,  council,  and  community,  on  the  17th  July,  1617. 

The  turbulent  state  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  want  of  an  uniform 
administration  of  justice  in  the  supreme  courts,  rendered  it  ex- 
tremely difficult  for  the  magistrates  to  preserve  peace  and  good  or- 
der in  the  community.  They  had  often  to  contend  with  the  neigh- 
bouring barons,  and  their  confederates,  whose  encroachments  and 
hostile  attacks  they  had  too  frequent  occasion  to  check.  These  cir- 
cumstances gave  rise  to  several  laws,  tending  to  concentrate  the 
strength  of  the  community  for  its  own  protection.    Accordingly, 

among 


•  Council  Register^  voL  vii  p.  26. 

t  Equal  to  about  L.431  5s.  sterling  moiiey.~Council  Register^  vol.  I  p.  56.  144. 
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among  other  regulations  for  the  good  order,  of  the  citizens,  it  was 
enacted,  in  the  guild  court,  at  an  early  period,  that  any  citizen  pur- 
chasing lordship^  against  the  town^  or  against  the  community,  should 
incur  a  penalty  of  40s.  for  each  of  the  first  three  oflfences ;  and  for 
the  fourth  offence  he  should  be  sent  tQ  prison  for  three  days  and 
three  nights,  deprived  of  his  freedom  as  a  burgess,  and  banished  the 

town 


*  The  fo&owkg  case  will  ilhistrate  tbe  nature  of  this  mtmicipal  law :— - 

"  Die  jMartis. 

«  Curia  ballivorum  burgi  de  ABden^  tenta  in  pretorio  ejusdem  12*  die  Mensis  Maii,  Anno  Do- 
mini 1607,  per  hom^rinles  viros  Alexandrmn  CoUen,  praepoffltmn;  Faulnm  Menzies,  GuKdmmn 
Grtij,  TiioauuDa  Forbes^  ^  Akxandrom  Jaffimy^  balliroft. 

"  The  quftlk  day^  Mathew  Youngson,  merchant  burgess  of  tliis  bcr^,  being  accused  in  judge^ 
mentfor  purchasing  of  Lordship,  against  the  liberty  of  the  burgh,  merchant  and  burgess  thereof,  vio« 
lating  thereby  his  oath,  soleBmly  given  in  time  of  his  oreatmg  butgeas  of  gold  «£  die  same,  in  that 
the  said  Matthew  caused  and  moved  Thomas  Fraser,  biother  to  the  laird  t^Muddll,  yestoday,  the 
11th  of  this  instant,  to  assist  him  in  an  evil  cause  betwext  him  and  Gilbert  Scherar,  by  way  of  me- 
nacing and  boasting  thereupon,  occasion  of  tKNible  ft>Ilowed,  and  Walter  Ronaldson,  one  of  the  or« 
dinary  officers  of  this  bmgh,  stricken  on  the  mouth  and  noee  in  ike  effuaon  of  the  blood ;  ^!ilk 
accusation  the  said  Mathew  flatly  denied,  and  refotad  the  trial  diemof  to  Ae  Aaaaiee  aAer-writlCD^ 
sworn  in  judgement,  and  admitted  by  him. 

Nomina  Assizw. 

David  CargiU  Gilbert  Blacky  elder  David  Ronaldson 

Alexander  Burnet,  elder  Alexander  Blair  Andrew  Horn 

John  Laing  John  Mitchell  Mr.  Hobert  Lumsden 

Alexander  Miuray  Thomas  Goif  David  Kemp 

Patrick  Donaldson  John  Carney  Patrick  l^tewart 

*<  Who,  out  of  court  removed,  and  being  within  the  council-house  indosed,  after  diligent  trial  of 
witnesses,  and  other  kind  of  pr(A>ation  had  by  them  anent  die  said  Mathew's  accusation,  sftiove  spe- 
cified, entering  ^aiti  in  courts  aU  in  one  voioe^by  the  motrth  of  Da vid  Cai^gill,  chanoeHor  of  the  said 
assiae,  convicted  the  said  Mathew  Youngson  of  purchasing  lordship  against  the  burgh  and  libestiea 
thereof,  in  manner  specified  in  the  said  accusation ;  and  that  the  said  Mathew  has  violated  his  oath, 
given  by  him  in  time  of  making  of  him  burgesst  thereof  in  manner  specified  in  the  said  accusa- 
tion.   Whereupon  Mr.  William  Moir,  dean  4if  gu3d,  took  acts  of  court,  and  instruments. 

"  The  sentence  of  the  court  i^^ainst  the  pannel  was,  tinsel  of  his  freedom,  in  terms  of  the  acts  of 
council,  9th  October,  141 1,  and  14th  April,  ISStS,  besides  a  fine  of  twenty  pounds."-^CoMm:i/  RegUter, 
vol,  xliii.  p.  99.  143.] 

f  Part  of  ike  Burgen  Oath,  at  it  stood  originally » 

"  Akticls  XI.«— 1  shall,  scot,  bt,  watch,  and  ward,  with  the  inhabitants  thereof. 
'  XII.— Na  Lordabtp  pttrcbase  inoontrsr  the  liberty  of  this  yx^tt^^OmncU  SegiOert  vol,  zii>  p.  561*1 
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town  for  a  year  and  a  day.    This  act  continued  for  many  ages  to 
form  a  part  of  the  municipal  laws  of  the  borough.^ 

The  foreign  commerce  of  Aberdeen  in  this  sera  was  carried  on 
chiefly  by  means  of  vessels  belonging  to  Brabant,  Flanders,  Holland, 
and  other  parts  of  the  continent*  In  the  middle  of  the  century 
mention  is  frequently  made  of  the  arrival  of  ships  in  the  harbour 
from  these  parts,  with  cargoes  of  grain,  maschlaw,  malt,  flax,  fruit, 
and  other  commodities,  for  the  merchants  of  the  town.f  The  ex- 
ports and  other  imports  seem  to  have  been  pretty  much  of  the  same 
nature  with  those  mentioned  in  the  immediate  preceding  aera.  To 
tie  former  may  be  added  the  commodity  of  pickled  pork,  which  ap- 
pears to  have  been  exported  to  a  considerable  amount 

When  it  is  considered,  that  money,  at  this  period^  was  scarce  in 
aH  parts  of  the  kingdom,  it  is  not  ui^reasoiiable  to  conclude,  that  the 
revalue  arising  from  land,  and  other  property,  and  the  prices  of  com^ 
modities  and  provisions,  were  proportionally  small.  Accordingly  we 
fi.nd,  from  the  rental  of  the  property  belonguig  to  the  community, 
the  annual  revenue  very  inconsiderable,  and,  from  the  regulations 
established  by  the  magistrates,  the  prices  of  commodities  and  provi- 
sions equally  low.  The  fine  or  composition  for  the  admission 
of  a  burgess  of  guild  amounted  only  to  18s.  4d.;  but  for  the  privilege 
of -trading  to  Dantzic,  it  was  five  merks.  These,  however,  progres- 
sively advanced  from  time  to  time,  according  to  the  improvement  of 
the  country,  and  the  progress  of  commerce  and  manufactures.  In 
the  reigns  of  James  L  II.  and  III.  groat  pieces  of  silver  still  conti- 
nued to  be  issued  from  the  mint,  at  Aberdeen,  similar  to  those  in  the 
former  reigns.  They  bear,  on  the  obverse  side,  the  impression  of  Villa 
Aberden  on  the  first,  Ahden  on  the  second;  and  Abirden  on  the  last. 

Among 


*  Thu  statute  passed  9th  October^  1411 ;  and  it  was  also  enacted,  that  no  authority  but  that  of 
the  Ring,  the  Duke  of  Albany,  the  Earl  of  Mar,  and  the  alderman  and  the  baillies,  should  be  re- 
garded.— ^Council  Register,  vd.  ii.  p.  113.  150.] 

t  Council  Register,  vol.  v.  p.  642.  644.  656. 

By  a  municipal  law  of  the  borough,  a  burgess  of  guild  was  prohibited  from  trading  beyond  seas, 
unless  he  was  possessed  -ef  nerAandise  to  the  vwloeef  50s.  under  the  penal^  of  Ave  merks.  He 
was  also  enjoined  to  bring  hone  two  tons  of  (goods  for  each  three  sacks  exported ;  and  so  Iq  Jpro< 
jiortion  to  die  value  officii  and  Idies^^CauncU  Register,  vol.  h  p.  182.  vol.  v.  p.  644.] 
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Among  the  ancient  customs  of  the  citizens  may  be  mentioned 
that  of  covering  up  their  fires  at  sun-set,  in  summer,  and  at  eight  or 
nine  o'clock  at  night,  in  winter,  on  the  ringing  of  the  bell  which  was 
called  the  couvre-feu,  or  curfew.  This  custom  is  said  to  have  been 
originally  introduced  into  England  by  William  the  Conqueror,  and 
perhaps  it  found  its  way  into  Scotland  soon  afterwards.  The  custom, 
however,  prevailed  at  an  early  period  in  almost  every  considerable 
royal  borough.*  It  might  be  considered  as  a  prudent  precaution 
against  accidental  fires,  which,  in  those  times,  were  not  unfrequently 
attended  with  disastrous  consequences.  To  this  day  the  curfew  bell 
continues  to  announce  the  hour  of  eight  o'clock  at  night,  although 
the  original  purpose  of  it  is  not  now  generally  known.  The  bells  of 
the  church  and  tolbooth  were  rung  at  five  o'clock  in  the  morning ; 
and  the  common  cryer,f  or  town  drummer,  perambulated  the  streets 
with  his  drum  at  an  early  hour,  probably  for  the  same  prudent  pur- 
poses. These  customs  were  strictly  observed  in  Aberdeen  for  many 
ages,  but  some  of  them  are  now  fallen  into  disuse. 

The  holiday  of  Sabbath  wfts  ordained  by  the  convocation  of  the 
clergy  at  Perth,  in  the  reign  of  King  William  the  Lyon,  to  com- 
mence on  Saturday,  at  noon ;  and,  till  Monday,  all  profane  work  was 
prohibited.  J  But  this  sacred  interval  appears  to  have  been  devoted 
as  much  to  secular  purposes,  and  to  recreation,  as  to  reUgious  duties. 
Fairs  and  markets  were  held  in  the  town  on  this  day,  under  the  au- 
thority of  royal  charters.  The  booths  (shops)  were  kept  open  on 
Sabbath,  and  provisions  were  sold  in  the  public  market ;  §  while  the 
citizens  practised  archery,  and  their  games  and  amusements,  on  this 
day,  and  on  other  hohdays,  a  custom  which  is  still  common  in  many 
parts  of  the  continent  These  violations  of  the  Sabbath  were,  how- 
ever, in  the  progress  of  time,  repressed  by  municipal  laws,  the  penalty 
of  infringement  being  generally  a  pound  of  wax,  for  supporting  the 
expence  of  hghting  or  repairing  the  parish  church  of  St.  Nicholas.  || 

Miracle 


♦  Dr.  Henry's  History  of  Britain^  voL  vi  p.  333.— Leges  Burgonim^  c  86. 
t  Leges  Burgorum^  c.  76.  %  Spottiswood,  p.  41. — ^Boetius^  lib.  13« 

}  Council  Register^  voL  v.  p.  7*5.  ||  Ibid,  vol.  vi,  p.  758, 
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Miracle  plays,  or  mysteries,  were  very  common  in  many  places  of 
Scotland,  as  well  as  in  England,  in  the  age  of  popery.  Being  the 
first  and  earliest  of  modem  dramatic  exhibitions,  they  were  per- 
formed originally  in  churches  and  monasteries,  afterwards  in  the  open 
air,  on  some  spot  calculated  to  show  the  performance  to  the  greatest 
advantage.  Rude  and  even  ridiculous  as  they  might  now  appear  to 
be,  they  were  interesting  and  instructive  to  our  ancestors ;  they  had 
a  tendency  to  soften  the  manners  of  the  people,  and  to  teach  the 
great  truths  of  Christianity  to  many  who  could  not  read  the 
holy  scriptures.  *  These  mysteries,  or  religious  exhibitions,  were  ori- 
ginally under  the  direction  of  the  monks  and  the  clergy,  f  who  were 
the  actors;  and  to  whom  the  people  were  probably  indebted  for  their 
introduction  into  Scotland.  In  Aberdeen,  however,  they  appear  at 
an  early  period  to  have  been  conducted  under  the  auspices  of  two 

N  personages, 


•  tt  Xhe  mirade  plays  frequently  required  the  introduction  of  allegorical  characters^  such  as  Qibi* 
rity,  Sin^  Deaths  Hope,  Faith,  or  the  like;  and  as  theconunon  poetry  of  the  times,  especially  among 
the  French,  began  to  deal  much  in  allegory,  at  length  plays  were  formed  entirely  consisting  of  such 
personifications. — ^Thcy  were  called  Moralities.  Mysteries  were  totally  destitute  of  invention  or 
plan ;  they  tamely  represented  stories,  according  to  the  letter  of  scripture,  or  the  respective  le- 
gend."— {Dr.  Warton's  History  of  Ancient  English  Poetry,  vol.  L  p.  202.] 

These  plays  cannot  be  traced  from  an  earlier  date,  in  Scotland,  than  the  reign  of  King  James  I. 
Buchanan  mentions,  in  his  Hist  Rer.  Scot  among  other  matters  regarding  the  church  in  his  reign, 
<'  Certoque  psalmorum  penso,  et  nunc  altemis  versibus  oontendentes  nunc  cfaoros  inter  actus  ad  hi« 
bentes  tragcedise  spedem  exhibebant,  quse  Christi  morte  imaginaria  claudebatur."— [B.  z.  s.  39.] 

t  ''  In  early  ages,  trade  was  principally  carried  on  by  means  of  fairs,  which  lasted  several  days. 
The  merchants,  who  frequented  these  fiiirs  in  numerous  caravans,  or  companies,  employed  every  art 
to  draw  the  people  together.  They  were  accompanied  by  jugglers,  minstrels,  and  buffoons.  When 
few  large  towns  existed,  no  public  spectacles,  or  popular  amusements,  were  established ;  and  as  the 
sedentary  pleasures  of  domestic  life  were  yet  unknown,  the  fair  time  was  the  season  for  diversion. 
By  degrees,  the  dergy  observing  that  these  entertaimnfents  made  the  people  less  religious,  proscribed 
these  sports,  and  excommunicated  the  performers.  But,  finding  that  no  regard  was  paid  to  their 
censures,  they  changed  thdr  plan,  and  determined  to  take  these  recreations  into  their  own  hands. 
They  turned  actors,  and,  instead  of  profime  mummeries,  presented  stories  taken  from  legends,  or  the 
Bible.  This  was  the  origin  of  sacred  dramas.  Gregory  Nasianzen,  an  archbishop,  one  of  the  fa- 
thers of  the  church,  wrote  many  sacred  dramas  for  this  purpose,  one  of  which,  called  Christos 
Paschon,  or  Christ* s  Passion,  is  still  extant  In  process  of  time  the  clergy  were  prohibited  from  per* 
forming,  in  a  secular  and  mercenary  capacity,  in  these  dramas ;  and  the  people  themselves,  in  due 
time,  became  jthe  performers."-^Frarfofi,  vol.  L  p.  241.  vol.  iL  p.  366.  374.  nofe.^ 
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personages,  styled  "  The  Abbot  and  Prior  of  Bon^ Accord ;*'^  who  were 
represented  by  two  young  dtizens,  probably  eons  or  connections  of 
some  of  the  magistrates,  in  whom  the  nomination  to  these  popular 
offices  was  vested.  The  salary  which  was  annexed  to  them  for  sup- 
porting their  charges  was  generally  five  merks^f  or  the  fines  of  admis- 
sion of  two  burgesses  of  guild ;  but  it  wa43  increased  from  time  to  time, 
according  to  the  addition  which  was  made  to  such  fines.  The  ear- 
liest exhibition  of  this  kind  occurring  in  the  record  is  tiie  play  of  the 
**  Hatybhide^*^  which  was  performed,  in  the  year  1440,  at  the  Wind- 
millhill,  under  the  direction  of  the  abbot  and  prior  of  Boo- Accord. 
The  expenoe  on  this  occasion  being  five  merks,  w^icr  defrayed  in  the 
mauner  above-mentioned.  In  the  year  1479,  we  find  announced,  on 
the  feast  of  Corpus  Christi,  a  similar  play,  which  was  attended  with  the 
like  expence.  %  The  record  is  silent  on  the  particulars  of  these  plays, 
but  probably  they  represented  some  of  the  most  interesting  scenes  in 
the  passion  of  our  Saviour ;  and  perhaps  those  of  the  higher  class  of 
the  citizens  may  have  been  the  principal  performers.  §    From  these 

sources. 


*  These  characters  bare  some  aixalogy  to  the  abbot  of  Misrule^  buown  m  Engkod  in  tb^  time  of 
King  Henry  VII.  or  they  were  more  probably  borrowed  from  France.  '^  bi  Ae  fwrnf^  ^owng  4bere 
was  L'Abbe  de  Liesse,  who  was  elected  from  the  burgesses  by  the  magistrates,  and  was  the  diKctor 
of  all  their  public  idiews.  Among  lus  mimgraiw  ttock  oficers  wne,  « licrald,  and  a  maitM  dliotel. 
In  the  city  of  Aaxerre  he  was  ^especially  oonoernBd  to  superintend  the  ^y,  wAMk  meM  aSHMiaUy 
acted  on  quinquagesima  Sunday.'*— {fTaiiori^  vol.  i.  p.  £S9.  t>oL  ii.  p.  Ml.  nofeJ} 

i*  Equal  to  dbout  L.5*  6s.  7id.  sterling. 

J  Council  Register^  voL  iv.  p.  405.  voL  vi.  p.  591. 

$  ''  In  thtf  year  1110,  Geo^ey,  a  loam^d  Nonnsn^  was  invited  fixno  tbe  imiviersit/  of  Fans,  ta 
superintend  tb«  direcjdon  o{  the  school  of  the  Abbey  of  SU  Dunslable,  wh^re  he  composed  a  p]ay> 
called  the  jday  of  Saint  Catharine^  which  vafi  acted  by  hi3  schoUiM* 

"  In  ^  yesf  ie9S>  on  the  feast  of  Panteoost,  and  the  tiro  fiiUowing  hMd^yrt,  Aa  rqpseatptatimi 
aii}kePla^4tf  Christ,  ti^it  is,  of  his  paasion^  sasnrraction,  aaA«nsum,  jwdgmaHt,  and  dMmisihVi  «f<fae 
Holy  Okost,  was  performed  by  the  elergy  of  £i vita  Veec^ia,  in  c|tna  doninipiidMcIiii  fi  jnHlsi  ci- 
vitatifi  honoridoe  et  laudahjliter. 

"  In  the  year  IS98  some  citizens  of  Paria  met  at  Saint  Maur  to  play  the  Pasaion  of  Cbrift  The 
magistrates  of  Paris,  alarmed  at  this  novelty,  published  an  ordonnanpe,  prohibitiitfT  them  tojepr^ 
sent  aucunsjeaux  de  personages  soit  de  vie  de  Saints  ou  autrement,  without  m  royal  licence,  which  was 
soon  aflterwards  obtained.  In  the  year  1 486,  at  Anjou,  L.  1 0  were  paid  towards  jsupporxing  the  charges 
of  acting  the  Passion  of  Christ,  which  was  represented  by  masks.  The  chaplains  of  Abbeville,  in  the  year 
\4i55,  gave  L.4  lOs.  to  the  players  of  the  Passion."— QWirtow,  vol.  L IL  Dissertation,  p.  48.^46, 249-2 
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sources,  some  transient  views  may  be  discorered  of  the  origin  and 
the  progress  of  the  modem  drama.  In  process  of  time,  such  reli- 
gious exhibitions  became  secular  amusements,  and  profane  subjects 
trere  introduced  as  the  favourite  topics  of  plajs^  which  were  per- 
formed by  the  citizens.  These  recreations,  it  would  seem,  had  been 
too  frequently  practised ;  for  they  were  afterwards  ordained,  by  the 
magistrates,  to  be  restricted  to  certain  days  of  the  year,  namely,  the 
anniversary  of  Saint  Nicholas^  the  tutelary  saint  of  the  borough,^ 
the  Sundays  of  May,  and  to  other  such  festival  days.f  On  these  oc« 
casions  the  citizens,  dressed  in  their  gayest  array,  assembled  at  the 
Woolmanhill  and  Playfield,f  where  they  received  the  abbot  and  prior 
of  Bon-Accord  §  with  pompous  ceremony.    These  personages,  and 

N  2  their 


*  dd  NotCMBiB,  1504. 

''  It  18  statat  and  ordaind^i  and  for  act  j^petnaleratefeit,  fivr  fhe  uptudd  ctye  auldrit  and  laudabile 
coDsuetud  uait  in  yh  bijffghty  past  memof  of  man^  in  ye  horned  of  otxt  gloriovs  patronn  Saint  Ni« 
cbolace.  That  all  penonisy  biirges  sonnys,  marchand  men^  and  honest  abill  craftismen^  of  eQy  craftis^ 
addraw  thame  to  rid  one  Sanct  Nicholace  day,  all  tymea  to  cum^  in  yur  beit  abiliamet  cxmveient  for 
ye  aaid  raid  in  wattcr  dokkis  y$r  vinatt  wedu  udtke  as  has  bene  nsitafor  tymes  qiihcn  yai  are  war- 
nit  be  ^  pvMt,  bailaeis,  «r  uyis>  qahilkis  yai  sal  be  affixt  to  rid  with  be  ye  towne.  And  gif  ony 
biUfei^  OJT  borfM  ionnys»  havand  takit  of  watteris,  fischeings,  landis^  or  pesionn,  or  ony  profit  of 
ye  Ufwim,  MSI  to  rid^  beand  wamit  ystto,  and  will  nocht  rid,  and  bm  cduiet  yintiU  for  lobedience^ 
be  afte  monie  emm,  nil  tyne  yn  said  takkia  of  wattcra,  fischeings,  landis,  pensionis^  or  profit,  y^ 
yai  hare  of  ^  town,  and  be  sedudit  and  removit  yarfira  fooreve  w^  out  ressonabill  causes  schawin,  to 
ye  pTest  and  bailzies  finr  ye  tyme,  )»^  it  be  understandin  be  thame  ye  said  causs  is  ressonabill,  and  to 
be  admitdt,  y^  yai  may  not  cSuenlie  rid  for  ^  said  cans.  And  elikmss  aQ  uther  marchand  men, 
craftismen,  &  fretn?,  nntakhit,  diill  to  rid,  and  beis  warait  dikuiss  be  ^e  pvest  or  bailaies,  and  da$* 
sobies  &  contempnis,  sal  pay  xzs.  to  Sanct  Nidiolaoe  work,  to  be  raisd  in  pane  of  btekin  of  comone 
ordinance,  and  aucht  schiUingis  to  ye  bailceis  unlaw,  unfbrgevin,  w^mt  huichfuU  impediment,  as  said 
is.  And  ^is  statot  to  be  observit  and  kqiit  iviolablie  all  tymts  to  cum."— [[Coaact/  RegUter,  vol, 
viiL  p.  397*  828.;] 

t  Council  Register,  yoL  xxL  p.  988. 

%  The  low  ground  on  the  west  side  of  the  InSrmaryj^^Gcrdcf^t  Map  ofAb^deen,  I66I.3 

}  In  a  poem  entitled  ''  Phipemtioon  Charitum  Abredonensium,"  composed  by  David  Wedder* 
bafn.  Master  of  the  Grmmar  School  of  Aberdeen,  at  the  desire  of  the  magistrates,  in  l6l7>  on  the 
tecum  of  King  James  VI.  to  Scotland,  and  for  which  he  reoeived  a  gratui^  of  50  merks,||  the  fol« 
lowing  passages  occur,  whidi show  the  veneration  whicb  our  ancestors  entertaiaed  for  '^  Bon^Accord;" 

''  Scilicet  his  placuit  Bona  sic  Cardantia  (nostne 
Lemma  urbis)  nostris  adscripti  ad  dvibus  omen 

I  CoancQ  lU^Her,  vol  ilTiii.  p.  589. 


Digitized  by 


Google    ^ 


92  AKKALS   OF  ABERDEEK. 

their  train  of  attendants,  mounted  on  steeds,  afterwards  proceeded  In 
parade  through  the  streets  of  the  town.  The  remainder  of  the  day 
was  devoted  to  mirth  and  festivity ;  to  dancing ;  and  to  the  exhibit 
tion  of  games,  farces,  and  plays  ;*  concluding  with  a  banquet,  which 
appears  to  have  been  not  unfrequently  attended  with  tumult  and 
disorder.  To  be  absent,  however,  on  these  festivals,  was  an  offence 
which  was  punished  with  forfeiture  of  the  offender's  lease,  if  he  held 
such  of  the  community,  or  with  a  pecuniary  fine,  to  be  applied  for 
the  expence  either  of  the  lights  or  repairs  of  Saint  Nicholas  Church,  f 

In 


Firment,  jam  leges  Fatonim  poscere^  gentem 
Utraque  ut  auspiciis  gens  his  coalescat  in  unam. 

f<  Namque^  ut  nos  hilares  solida  inter  gaudia  nocte» 
Egerimos^  testes  vestro  hoc  damore  secundo 
Quse  firemuere  viae,  Bon"  Accord,  Abredonia  testis 
Testes  tot  chores  Bacchi  inter  pocula'  Is^." 

In  the  life  of  Bishop  Patrick  Forbes^  prefixed  to  his  ''  Considerationes  modestss  et  padficft  ood- 
troversiarum,  de  justificatione,  purgatorio,  invocatione  Sanctorum,  et  Christo  meditatore  eucharistar— 
London,  1658,'*  reference  is  made  to  this  ancient  institution.  **  Redux  autem  (bono  cqm  Deo)  fac« 
tus,  quam  clero  gratus,  quam  amicis  charus,  quam  omnibus  expectatus  advenit !  Consul  senatusque 
Abredonensis  omnibus  humanitatis  offidis  oomplectuntur,  et  juxta  B<mcs  Coneardut  pristinam  con« 
suetudinem,  ad  testandum  tarn  eximio  viro,  oondvis  filio,  fselidter  reduci  benevolentiam  munidpen 
creant" 

*  By  this  time  the  exhibition  of  moralities,  ballads,  farces,  and  plays,  was  in  high  vogue  among 
the  people  of  Scotland.  A  morality  was  played  at  the  marriage  of  King  James  V.  with  the  Princess 
Margaret,  in  1503.     Sir  David  Lindsay,  in  his  '^  Complaynt  of  the  Papingo/'  says  :-^ 

^'  And  in  the  court  bene  present  in  their  dayis 
That  ballatis  brevis,  lustally  and  layis, 
Quhilks  to  our  prinds  daylie  thay  do  present. 
Quho  can  say  more  than  Schir  James  Inglis  saya 
In  ballatis,  farsis,  and  in  plcsand  playisi" 

Wartmj  vol.  u.  p.  279*  S20. 

Probably  these  games,  farces,  and  plays,  exhibited  by  the  young  citisens,  may  have  been  of  Ifait 
description ;  or  perhaps  they  may  have  exhibited  something  of  the  same  nature,  borrowed  from  tihe 
English  romances,  such  as  the  Decamo-on  of  Boccado,  and  other  works  of  the  same  kind.. 

t  Council  Register,  vol.  viL  p.  800. 
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In  the  beginning  of  the  sixteenth  century,  these  lords  of  Bon- 
Accord  assumed  the  characters  of  JRobin  Hood  and  Little  Johrtj^ 
two  bold  adventurers,  who  lived  in  England  in  the  twelfth  century ; 
and  are  commemorated  in  entertaining  songs  and  tales,  for  their  pre- 
datory excursions  and  daring  exploits.  While  exhibiting  their 
games,  in  these  new  characters,  they  and  their  attendants  were  ap- 
parelled in  green  clothes,  with  yellow  bows  and  brass  arrows.  But 
these  ancient  games,  dances,  farces,  and  plays,  often  had  a  tendency 
to  engender  irregularities  among  the  citizens;  they  were  attended  with 
unnecessary  expences  to  the  lords  of  Bon-Accord,  who  vied  with  each 
other  in  their  sumptuous  banquets  on  Senzie  day,f  the  first  Sunday 
of  May,  and  the  Tuesday  after  Pasche,  being  the  ordinary  days  ap- 
propriated for  these  exhibitions ;  and,  at  length,  the  people  having  be- 
come weary  of  such  recreations  and  amusements,  they  appear  to 
have  gradually  declined.  J 

There 


•  Council  Reguteri  voL  viii.  p.  888.  89*  1 13S.— Jameson's  Diction,  voce  Waithman. 

17th  Novi:mbkr,  1508. 

''  The  said  daj  the  provoist^  baibsies,  counsaill^  &  />mitie  of  ye  said  burgh,  representand  the  haill 
body  of  the  samyne>  wamit  be  the  hand  bell,  &  drcualie  inquerit,  ale  in  ane  voice  concordant  riplie 
avisit  for  ye  auld  rit  and  lovabile  consuetud  of  ye  said  burgh  usit  and  perseverit  all  tymes  bigane 
past  memor  of  man,  in  ye  honor  of  )>ar  glorious  patronn  Saint  Nicholace,  statut  and  ordaint  Y'  all 
personis,  burges,  nichbours,  and  inhabitans,  bmges  sonnys,  habiU  to  rid,  to  decor  and  hono^  ye 
towne  in  )>ar  array,  ;>venant  ^arto,  sail  rid  w^  Robert  Huyd  and  Litile  Johne,  quhilk  was  callit  yers 
bypast  Abbot  and  Prior  of  Bon  Acord,  one  euy  Saint  Nicholas  day,  throw  the  towne,  as  use  and 
wont  has  bene^  qohen  )>ai  war  wamit  be  ye  said  Robert  Huyd  or  Litile  Johnne,  or  ony  ane  of 
thame.  And  gif  ony  man,  haffand  tak  of  wattfs,  fischings,  landis,  or  ony  pensionn,  or  pffit  of  ye 
towne,  habile  to  rid,  beans  wamit  be  ye  saidis  Robert  Huyd  or  litile  Johnne  forsaid,  and  will  nocht 
ryd,  and  bin  ^vikit  yihtill  be  ane  suome  assiss  of  ye  said  burgh,  sail  tyne  ]»ar  tak,  pensionis,  and 
profits,  Y  )>ai  have  of  ye  said  burgh,  &  sail  be  secludit,  removit,  &  utirlie  expellit,  £r^  ale  tak, 
pensionis,  pffits,  quhatsumev  ]»ai  have  of  ye  said  burgh  in  tyme  to  cum,  w^out  ressonable  causa 
achawin  &  pponit  to  ye  pvoist,  bailzeis,  counsaill,  Robene  and  Litile  Johnne,  obefor,  and  be  consi- 
dit  be  thame  to  be  lauchfull  impediment  and  excuss  quharthrow  ))ai  my^  not  rid.  And  the  personia 
havand  na  tak  of  ye  said  burgh,  bean  wamit  be  the  said  Robert  Huyd  or  Litile  Johnne,  &  will  no^ 
rid,  sail  pay  xx  schillings  to  Sanct  Nicholaoe  work,  &  vuis.  to  ye  baUzeis,  unlaw  unforgevin."— 
\QmncH  Register,  vol.  viii.  p.  899-  1182.3 

t  It  signifies  such  a  procession,  in  honour  of  the  Saints,  as  is  common  in  popish  countries,  when 
their  images  are  carried  through  the  streets.     Pasche  signifies  Easter. 

X  Alex.  Scott,  in  his  '^  Gratulaticun  of  the  Monetkqf  May,"  a  poem  written  in  the  middle  of  the 
l6th  century^  expresses  his  regret  that  these  games  should  bavo  lost  their  ancient  splendour :— - 

'^  In 
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There  were  various  other  plays  and  pageants,  both  secular  and 
scriptural,  exhibited  towards  the  close  of  the  fifteenth,  and  in  the  be< 
^nning  of  the  sixteenth  centuries,  by  the  artificers,  peculiar  to 
themselves.  These  consisted  of  processions  of  the  artificers  through 
the  streets  of  the  town,  on  Candlemas  day,  on  the  feast  of  Corpus 
Christi,  and  on  other  festivals,  with  pageants  and  banners,  which  were 
displayed  by  the  several  corporations,  bearing  the  emblems  of  their 
respective  tutelary  saints.  The  members^  exhibiting  the  badges  of 
their  occupations,  walked  in  pairs;  and  the  whole  was  concluded  with  a 
religious  or  secular  drama,  in  honour  of  the  occasion.  Every  corpora* 
tion,  on  the  feasts  of  Corpus  Christi,  of  Pasche,  and  of  the  Resurrection,* 
and  on  other  festivals^  tras  required  to  provide  splendid  wax  torches, 
for  decorating  the  church  in  the  celebration  of  high  mass.* 

The  litsters  (dyers)  seemed,  at  an  early  period,  to  have  regarded 
themselves  as  superior  in  rank  to  the  artificers,  and  were  jealous  of  the 
precedence  assumed  by  the  burgesses  of  guild,  with  whom  they  con- 
ceived that  they  had  the  privilege  to  mingle  in  their  secular  amusements 
and  exhibitions,  as  was  the  practice  in  Edinburgh,  in  place  of  sup- 
porting characters  in  the  scriptural  dramas  and  pageants  exhibited  by 
the  artificers.  But  this  assumption  of  privilege  was  denied  them  by 
the  magistrates  in  the  year  1559.  Having  persisted  in  asserting  what 
they  considered  to  be  their  right,  it  was  found  that  they  had  incur'* 
red  the  usual  penalty  of  eight  shillings,  for  contravening  the  muni- 
cipal law.  They  were  ordained  to  provide  in  future  their  banners 
and  pageants  in  the  processicm^  and  plays,  on  the  festivals  of  Corpus 
Christi  and  Candlemas  in  the  same  manner  as  the  other  craftsmen, 
to  which  they  reluctantly  submitted.!    '^c  artificers  in  general,  it 

would 


"  In  Maj,  qtdwtt  aw  yiad  erciiduiM^ 
With  Bobene  Hoid  and  littfl  Joim, 

To  brin^  in  bowM  and  blriiAn  Wiij  iiii^ 
Now  all  sic  game  is  ftstlings  go&e^ 

fiot  gtf  it  be  amangs  dowin  Robbynis." 

Dr.  Irvingi  Um  rflh€  ScaUM  PoiU,  MJL  i  p.  il9. 
*  Cooncil  Bcgister,  toL  vi.  p.  900.  veL  is,  p.  177. 

t  CdmieB  Ibe^tfim,  ?oL  xvi  p.  991. 

These 
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would  seeiDf  had,  even  previous  to  the  reformation,  lost  all  fancy 
for  representations  of  this  nature ;  and  the  churchi  soon  after,  pro- 
hibited 


These  pageanti  and  Ansam  -ware  r^^uiated  by  acta  and  ddinaiioes  of  die  magistrates  and  town 
oovnciL  The  e«rlktt  of  tbem  appen*  in  the  year  liM,  and  the  pageanta  anddnmads  penonas  are 
repnesented  aa  fiolkMrJl^^ 

'  Curia  Gilde  tent  p  Jok  de  Man  ppoitu  sSda  die  mefa  Septembris,  anno  1442. 
'  Yir  awftes  undwritin  aal  fyfid  jeAj,  in  ye  offioand  of  our  Lady  at  Cidilmis^  yir  paonnes  und« 
writin;  yat  is  te  aay-M> 

Ye  Littistares  sal  fynd 

Ye  empriour^  and  twB  doetours,  and  alsmony  honeste  sqniares  aa  yai  nuy. 

Ye  Smythes  and  Hammen  sal  fynd 

Ye  three  kings  of  Culane,  and  alsmony  honeste  squiares  as  yai  may 

Ye  Talzoures  sal  fynd 

Our  Lady«  Sancte  Bride^  Sancte  Helene^  Joseph,  &  alsmony  squiares  as  yai  may. 

Ye  Skynares  sal  fynd 

Twa  bischopes,  four  angeles,  and  alsmony  honeste  squiares  as  yai  may. 

Ye  Webstares  and  Walkares  sal  fynd 

SymioB,  and  }^  diaciples,  and  alsmony  honeste  squiares,  &c. 

Ye  Cordpoaiea  sal  fynd 

Ye  mmtJTiigiar,  and  Moyses^  and  alamony  honeste  »qvmm,  &c. 

Ye  Fkfdiowana  aal  fynd 

Twaer^Nirvodmsi^  and  almoBy  hooeste  aqiuaifM,  &c. 

Y«  BiMfair^if  yeOOde  sal  fynd 
Ye  knyghtaa  in  bamaee,  and  aqiiiaNs  honeately  arayt,  ite. 

Ye  Bazstara  sal  fynd 
The  Bieiiatialii,  and  akmony  honest  aqinaies  aa  yai  nay/' 

CotmoU  BegutiT,  vol.  r.  p.  66h 

In  the  year  1505,  we  find  anodier  of  these  pageants,  preparatory  tp  th^  ofiering  of  the  '^  Play,  in 
honour  of  God,  and  the  blessed  Virgin  Mary.**    The  dramatis  person^e  were  regulated  as  follows  :— 

'  Tkfi  Crqftmen,..s fiimiabing The  Pageanta 

Tie  Coi^Wimeri                        TbeMeasii^ 

Tie  WA^teri  and  Wftuliers         Symeon 

Th€  SmUhi  mid  GMmihf          Three  Kings  cifCuUane* 

Tielitrters                              TbeEmperar 

Tie  Mrnnm                               The  time  Knights 

Tie  Taihre                               Our  La^y  of  St.  Sride  «id  9t  Helen 

Tie  SMiner^  The  two  l^nikoge. 

In 


t  Tha4wM%ia0ii>/  Cpht/^mnMm/tiie0ki4mmufkf4U^(iriet^1Umm»^  wbicbk  t»b»tondMMB«  tbt  H^- 

hian  Mantucripts.  But  pa^eanu  wene  often  nothing  igiore  than  a  dumb  shew,  unaf  companifd  with  any  kind  pf  intarlocution. 
**  And  the  thre  kingei,  with  all  their  coiopany,  '*  WJUi  thir  presentM,  and  giftei  mistkall, 

**  Their  crownes  glistenlDg  bright  and  orientlyt  ^  AH  thiabehelde  I  in  picture  on  the  wslL" 

In  tha  iapffti7  of  Ihe- Tower  of  LeBon,  tliare  are  redted,  among  oUber  ttoriei,  the  three  kings  of  Cologne.    These  cba- 

lactcra  were  generally  iatroduccd  In  Nine  proccnioa  o&  the  n|tiTity.—>[  ITaW^n,  eo/.  L  p.  210,  vol,  il.  p.  174.  note.] 
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hibited  plays  from  being  acted  upon  any  subject  in  the  canonical 
scriptures,  or  any  play  to  be  performed  on  Sunday.     Meanwhile  the 

games 


In  the  year  153^,  another  drama,  which  is  partly  scriptural^  partly  legendary,  is  particularly 
mentioned;  and  was  enjoined  to  be  performed^  by  the  artificers,  on  Corpus  Christi  and  Candlemaa 
festivals,  in  ^'  honour  of  God,  and  the  blessed  Virgin  Mary."  The  dramatis  personam  were  repre* 
sented  as  follows :— - 

The  P/efA^#.......M........«...M..«.«.*..Mfurnishing.*.....M.....M«M...St  Sebastian,  and  his  Tormentors 

The  Barbers  •......•  St.  Laurence,  and  his  Tormentors 

The  Skinners  and  Furriers  ........  St  Stephen,  and  his  Tormentors 

The  Cordwamers  ...•..«•  St.  Martin 

The  Tailors  •.....••  The  Coronation  of  our  Lady, 

The  Utsiers  ........  St  Nidioba 

The  Websters,  the  Waulkers,  and  Bonnet  Makers         St  John 
The  Baxters  ........  St  George 

The  Wrights,  the  Masons,  the  Slaters,  and  the  Coopers  The  Resurrection 

The  Hammermen^,^.,  ^..............to  furnish.........o..............The  beazmen  of  the  Cross 

Thc  Sacramknt. 

Council  Roister,  voL  viiL  p.  186.  voL  ziiL  p.  160. 

However  singular  these  may  now  appear,  in  the  present  enlightened  age,  it  is  certain  oar  ances* 
tors  intended  no  sort  of  impiety  by  these  exhibitions ;  neither  did  the  actors  or  the  spectators  see 
any  impropriety  in  the  scenery :  and  what  appears  to  us  to  be  the  highest  burlesque,  on  them  would 
have  made  no  sort  of  impression :  nor  are  we  entiUed  to  view  them  in  the  light  of  bufiboneries.  The 
people  scarce  knew  any  other  history  than  that  of  their  religion.  Even  in  England,  on  such  an  oc- 
casion as  the  triumphfloit  entry  of  a  king  or  queen  into  the  city  of  London,  or  other  places,  the  pa- 
geants were  almost  entirely  scripturaL 

A  play  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament  was  exhibited  at  Chester,  in  the  year  1527>  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  that  city,  in  the  following  manner  :-*''  The  fall  of  Lacker,  by  the  Tanners :  The  Creation, 
by  the  Drapers:  The  Deluge,  by  the  Dyers :  Abraham,  Melchisedech,  and  Lot,  by  the  Barbers:  ilfo- 
ses,  Balai,  and  Balaam,  by  the  Cappers:  The  Salutation  and  Nativity,  by  the  Wrights:  The  Shepm 
herds  feeding  their  focks  by  night,  by  the  Painters  and  Glaziers :  The  three  Kings,  by  the  Vintners : 
The  Oblation  of  the  three  Kings,  by  the  Mercers :  The  killing  of  the  Innocents,  by  the  Goldsmiths: 
The  Purification,  by  the  Blacksmiths :  The  Temptation,  by  the  Butchers :  The  LaH  Supper,  by  the 
Bakers :  The  Blind  Men  and  Lazarus,  by  the  Glovers :  Jesus  and  the  Lepers,  by  the  Corvesarys : 
Christ's  Passion,  by  the  Bowyers,  Fletchers,  and  Ironmongers :  Descent  into  Hell,  by  the  Cooks  and 
Innkeepers :  The  Resurrection,  by  the  Skinners :  The  Ascension,  ^by  the  Tailors :  7^  election  tf  St. 
Maihias,  sending  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  4^.  by  the  Fishmongers :  Antechrist,  by  the  Clotiiiers :  Day  qf 
Judgment,  by  the  Websters.  The  reader  will  perhaps  smile  at  some  of  these  combinations.  This  is 
the  substance  and  order  of  the  former  part  of  the  play  : — God  enters,  creating  the  world-^e 
breathes  life  into  Adam,  leads  him  into  paradise,  and  opens  his  side  while  sleeping.F— -Adam  and  Eve 
appear  naked,  and  not  ashamed-'^aDd  the  old  serpent  enters,  lamenting  his  fall— he  converses  with 
Eve — she  eats  of  the  forbidden  fruit,  and  gives  part  to  Adam.— They  propose,  according  to  the 
stage  direction,  to  make  themselves  subligacula  afolOs  quibus  tegamus  pudenda-'^coYeT  their  naked* 
ness  with  leaves,  and  converse  with  God--i^God's  curse«»the  serpent  exit,  hissing^-^tbey  are  dnven 
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games  of  Rohin  Hood  and  *Little  Johuy  Abbot  of  Unreason^  Queens 
of  Majff  and  all  such  games,  were  repressed,  by  an  act  of  the  legisla- 
ture, in  the  year  1666.* 

Among  the  religious  ceremonies  which  were  observed  in  the  age 
of  popery  and  superstition,  may  be  mentioned,  the  weekly  prayers  on 
Monday,  for  the  souls  of  the  dead.  A  priest,  who  was  appointed  for 
the  purpose,  announced  the  ceremony  publicly,  by  ringing  a  bell 
through  the  streets  ;f  and  one  of  the  bells  of  the  church  was  rung  at 
noon,  and  at  six  o'clock  in  the  evening,  for  all  Christian  souls,  ac- 
cording to  use.  J  The  inferior  clergy  were  so  numerous,  that  many 
of  the  more  respectable  citizens,  and  each  corporation,  or  profession, 
in  the  town,  had  a  chaplain,  for  performing  divine  service  in  the  pa- 
rish church  of  Saint  Nicholas,  at  their  own  peculiar  altar  or  chantrie, 
dedicated  to  some  particular  Saint.  Sir  Alexander  Gray,  chaplain  of 
St.  Crispin's  and  Crispinian's  chantrie,  by  his  compact  with  the  cord- 
wainers,  in  the  year  1494,  had  the  small  emolument  of  forty  shillings 
yearly  for  his  services ;  but  he  received  his  diet,  during  the  week, 
from  seven  of  the  wealthiest  of  them,  alternately;  which  circumstance 
exhibits  an  interesting  picture  of  the  simplicity  of  the  age.  The  priest, 
however,  appears  not  to  have  been,  at  all  times,  a  welcome  guest  at  the 
table  of  his  hosts ;  for  he  had  occasion  to  complain  to  the  baillies, 
that  the  cordwainers  had  not  performed  the  conditions  of  his  service. 
An  order  was,  therefore,  issued  to  the  deacons  of  the  corporation 
to  distrain  the  goods  of  those  who  had  failed  in  the  performance  of 
the  agreement,  until  they  should  show  him  that  attention  which  his  ser- 
vices merited.  §  The  dignified  clergy  enjoyed  almost  the  whole  pa- 
trimony of  the  church,  while  the  numerous  retainers  had  their  chief 
dependence  o;i  the  community  for  their  support.  Four  of  the 
clerks  or  chaplains,  who  officiated  daily  in  the  church  of  Saint  Ni- 

o  cholas, 


from  paradfae  by  four  angela,  and  the  diernbim,  with  a  flaming  sword— Adam  appears  digging  the 
ground,  and  Eye  spinning— their  children,  Cain  and  Abel,  enter— the  former  kills  his  brother- 
Adam's  lamentation-^Cain  is  banished/'  &c.— {fFar^on,  vol.  L  p.  243.  tude.^ 

•  Council  Register,  voL  L  p.  500. 

t  For  this  solemn  service  he  received  the  small  gratuity  of  L^l,  for  purchasing  a  new  coat 

}  CovQcil  Register,  voL  viL  p.  910.  {  Ibid  voL  viL  p.  660. 
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cholas,  had  the  several  districts  of  the  town  appropriated  for  the  pay- 
ment of  their  wages.  *  Probably  these  were  priests  who  performed  devo^ 
tional  services  for  those  of  the  community  who  had  no  altar  or 
chantrie  peculiar  to  themselves. 

Minstrels,  or  secular  musicians,  had  become  common  in  Scotland 
about  this  period.  They  possessed  many  privileges^and  were  held  in 
high  esteem  by  all  ranks  of  the  people,  f  Aberdeen,  like  other  towns 
of  consideration,  had  a  proportion  of  them.:|:  Their  business  was  to 
perform  favourite  pieces  of  music  upon  their  instruments,  in  the 
course  of  their  progress  through  the  town,  every  morning,  at  an  early 
hour,  and  in  the  evening,  after  the  ringing  of  the  curfew  bell.  On 
all  ceremonious  occasions  they  attended  the  magistrates;  and  the 
abbot  and  prior  of  Bon-Accord,  at  their  festivals.  The  minsrtrds 
were  supported  by  the  citizens,  from  the  higher  ranks  of  whom  they 
received  alternately  their  meat  and  drink  {  and,  in  lieu  of  these,  one 
shilling  yearly  from  each  of  the  inferior  class  c  but  these  emoluments 
appear  to  have  been  increased  at  different  periods,  according  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  times ;  for,  in  the  year  X55S,  we  find  that  the 
wages  were  raised  to  Ss.$ 

Games 


*  Cameil  RctgLrt^r^  v^J.  vi  p.  496; 

t  MixMi^ls  ovf' their  origin  to  ^^  TrfnfMtmr$  of  JVweiM^  an  i<Se  audi  uniclflecl  noe  of  mcB, 
wbo  took  up  arma^  4iid  followed  tbw  baro99  to  tb^  cmaad^^.  Tttfy  fiiMi  up  maiharlAi*  otti^ya* 
gant  stories^  and^  at  their  returo^  enriched  romance  with  a  vari^  of  oriental  icenos  and  fictioiuf, 
Richard  I.  who  began  his  reign  in  IIBQ,  invited  to  his  court  minstrels^  or  trouhadours,  fit)m  France. 
Their  tales  and  songci^  in  the  time  of  Bdwaid  II.  were  popular  amqag  our  ancestors.  Tlie  minstNl 
profession  hecaxue  a  scieuca,  and  they  r^oomiuauded  their  afaoriaa  by  giving  tbfm  tfia  adnnU^  «f 
music.  Minstrels  seem  to  have  flourished  in  these  times^  and  they  were  often  nsore  amply  pwd 
than  the  clergy.  They  fi)und  their  way  pretty  early  to  Scotland ;  and  the  kii^^  nobility,  monas« 
terie«>  and  some  of  the  royal  boroughs,  retained  tliem  in  their  service.  Minstrels,  at  a  later  period, 
were  merely  musicians,  and  played  on  the  kettle  drum,  the  flageolet,  the  comet,  the  Latin  cittern,  the 
Bohemian  flute,  the  trumpet,  the  Moorish  cittern^  and  fiddle. — ^Warton,  «o/.  i.  p.  110.  113.  181.  244* 
w^It.  Burme^  <m  Ancient  Mu^ict  vol.  ii.  p,  i^Q6,^^h(mbarUm  dpooimk  %fSQStkmi»  vol  i  p^  96.] 

The  minstrels  of  Aberdeen  composed  a  band  of  instrumental  music ;  for  mention  occurs  of  the 
tahcurine,  pipe,  Jiddle,  and  trumpet, — {Council  Register,  vol.  vii,  p.  886.  vo^  zi.  p.  163.  vok  xiv.  p. 
488.  505.  vol.  xvi  p.  182.  t^.  xviii.  p.  440.]] 

t  Council  Register,  to),  vii.  p.  889.  f  Ibid.  nA.  xL,  p.  169. 
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Games  of  chance,  it  would  seem,  had  been  pretty  early  intrp* 
duced  into  the  town,  but  being  considered  as  pernicious  to  the  morals 
of  the  citizens,  every  effort  was  made  by  the  magistrates  to  repress 
them.  In  the  year  1444,  William  White,  Sutory  was  tried  before  the 
baUlies,  and  convicted  by  a  jury,  composed  of  fifteen  citizens,  for 
permitting  players  of  cards  and  dice,  and  other  imlawful  games,  to 
frequent  his  house.  He  was  enjoined  to  prevent  such  immoral  prac- 
tices in.  future,  under  the  penalty  of  banishment ;  and,  at  a  period 
subsequent  to  the  refoi:mation,  John  Duguld  and  Gilbert  Kempt,  two 
of  the  citizens,  were  banished  for  a  similar  offence**    ' 

Clocks  of  metal,  for  measuring  time  and  striking  the  hours,  being 
unknown  in  Britain  till  the  end  of  the  thirteenth  century,  it  is  rea- 
sonable to  suppose  that  they  were  not  introduced  into  Scotland  for  a 
long  period  afterwards ;  nor  were  they  common  in  the  country  at 
this  time.  In  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth,  centiny  the  town  had  its 
common  clock,  or  horologe^  upon  the  tolbooth ;  and,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  subsequent  century,  a  similar  clock  was  placed  in  the 
church.  In  1467  a  person  was  appointed  by  the  town  council  mana- 
ger of  the  horaloge,  with  an  annual  salary  of  L.S  for  his  services ; 
but,  in  the  beginning  of  the  sixteenth  century,  there  was  not  a  me- 
chanic in  the  town  capable  to  execute  the  ordinary  repairs  which 
these  clocks  required.  The  horaloge  on  the  tolbooth  having  become 
defective,  was  sent  to  Flanders  in  order  to  be  repaired ;  and,  at  the 
distance  of  twelve  months,  it  was  returned,  probably  not  much  im- 
proved by  what  had  been  done  to  it ;  for  Friar  Alexander  Lindsay 
was  afterwards  employed  to  make  certain  improvements  upon  it,  for 
which  he  was  to  be  allowed  five  merks,  provided  the  dock  was  made 
to  strike  correctly,  f 

In  the  early  part  of  the  fifteenth  century,  the  plague,  that  dread- 
ful scourge  of  the  human  race,  had  made  its  appearance  among 
the  inhabitants;  and,  towards  its  close,  the  distemper  infested  the 
town,  and  carried  off  many  of  them,  although  every  precaution  was 

o  S  adopted 


•  CouncQ  Bister,  voL  iv.  p.  386.  toL  zlii.  p.  632.  634. 
t  CaascQ  Blister,  toL  ▼•  p.  778.  voL  Tiii  p.  93f* 
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adopted  by  the  magistrates  to  prevent  its  fatal  effects.  On  repeated 
occasions,  during  the  former  part  of  the  sixteenth  century,  this  con- 
tagious disease*  aflGiicted  the  inhabitants  ;  but  we  have  been  unable 
to  collect  information  from  the  record  regarding  its  peculiar  nature,  or 
the  number  which  may  have  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  it  at  any  period.  When 
intelligence  was  brought  of  its  ravages  in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  all 
intercourse  with  the  town  was  interdicted ;  and  the  ports  were  strictly 
guarded  by  the  citizens,  to  prevent  the  intrusion  of  strangers.  In  the 
autumns  of  the  years  1514  and  1546  it  appears  to  have  been  unusually 
virulent ;  and  such  of  the  inhabitants  as  laboured  under  the  disease 
were  removed  from  the  town,  and  lodged  in  huts  erected  for  their  re- 
ception, in  the  Links,  and  at  the  GallowhiUs,  where  they  remained 
until  their  complete  recovery,  f  In  the  year  1497,  another  ma- 
lady, no  less  dreaded,  made  its  appearance  among  the  inhabitants, 
which  is  distinguished  by  the  name  of  "  the  sickness  of  Naples^  and 
infirmity  of  France.*' %  It  appears  to  have  spread,  and  become  com- 
mon  among  the  inhabitants  in  the  beginning  of  the  subsequent  cen- 
tury. The  distemper  being  hitherto  unknown  in  this  quarter,  ade- 
quate surgical  aid  was  not  to  be  obtained,  and  those  who  were  unfor- 
tunately afilicted  with  it  were  abandoned  to  linger  and  await  their 
fate.  §  Medical  knowledge  was  still  in  its  infancy  in  many  parts  of 
the  kingdom,  simples  being  the  only  remedies  which  were  known  by 
our  early  ancestors  for  any  disease,  and  the  barbers  were  yet  the  only 
surgeons.  The  first  person  we  discover  in  the  town  of  the  medical 
profession  was  Mr.  James  Cumins,  in  the  year  1503.     He  is  stiled 

medictner; 


*  MisceDaneous  Occurrences,  p.  ^%.  t  Council  Register,  vol.  tr.  p.  I97.  yoL  vii  934.  95^ 

99^.  1068.  1105.  vol.  viii.  p.  576.  vol.  xi.  838.  338.  vol.  xii.  454.  707-  854. 

X  By  an  act  of  the  town  council,  which  passed  soon  after  its  discovery,  it  was  ordained,  •'  that 
all  patients  labouring  under  this  disease  shall  confine  themsdves  to  their  own  dwellings,  and  not 
hold  intercourse  with  the  baker,  brewer,  and  butcher ;  and  dU  light  women  are  charged  to  desist 
from  the  vice  and  sin  of  venety,  and  pass  and  work  for  their  subsistence,  under  the  pain  of  a  key  of 
hot  iron  on  the  dieek,  banishment  from  the  town,  and  of  having  their  booths  and  houses  scaiedJ* 

The  venereal  disease  is  supposed  to  have  been  imported  into  Europe  on  the  return  of  the  cele- 
brated Columbus  from  America,  in  1498.  It  was  brought  from  Naples,  where  it  was  prevalent,  by 
the  French  soldiers,  in  1495,  and  by  that  means  disseminated  over  every  place  in  Britain.— ^He»rjr> 
vol.  xii.  p.  217. 

§  Council  Register,  voL  vii.  p.  797.  voL  viH.  p.  752.  754. 
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medidner;  and  sudi  was  his  importance  in  the  estimation  of  the 
community,  that  the  magistrates,  in  order  to  secure  his  residence  in 
the  town,  and  to  induce  him  to  visit  the  sick  and  prescribe  his  medi- 
cines, agreed  to  allow  him  a  salary  of  ten  merks  yearly,  until  he 
should  be  provided  of  a  half  net's  salmon  fishing  of  the  Midchingle, 
or  Fords  of  Dee,  which  was  to  be  given  him  free  ofgrassum^  or  fine.* 

The  military,  in  this  age,  were  levied  in  Scotland  by  musters. 
The  town  had  not  only  its  own  quota  of  men  to  furnish,  on  every  oc- 
casion, to  the  state,  properly  equipped  for  war,  or  to  pay  money  in 
lieu  of  service,  but  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  the  city  against  fo- 
reign and  domestic  enemies,  all  at  the  charge  of  the  community. 
To  accustom  the  citizens  to  the  use  of  arms,  weaponshaws,  in  terms 
of  the  statutes,  were  appointed  at  certain  periods,  every  person  pro- 
viding his  own  arms,  conformable  to  his  faculty  and  degree.  Each 
burgess  of  guild  was  directed  to  provide  himself  with  a  spear,  of  five 
and  a  half  ells  in  length,  the  national  weapon,  and  also  with  a  bow 
and  target,  these  making  part  of  his  appointments,  which  he  was  re- 
quired to  have  always  in  readiness  for  any  emergency ;  and  if  he 
failed  to  be  so  provided,  he  was  subjected  to  a  penalty  of  eight  shil- 
lings, f  The  earliest  regular  muster  of  the  citizens  at  the  weapon- 
shaw,  we  find  upon  the  first  of  May,  1522,  at  the  Woolmanhill,  where 
they  were  provided  with  a  palzion^  or  tent.  On  this  occasion  every 
citizen  was  armed  with  the  weapons  peculiar  to  his  rank  and  degree, 
on  his  own  expence,  no  one  being  allowed  to  borrow  eiihexjak^sphnty 
knapscawy  or  any  other  military  appointment.  Seven  carts  for  the  ar- 
tillery were  furnished  at  the  expence  of  the  artificers,  and  prepared 
for  immediate  service.:]: 

During  this  aera  the  citizens  were  comfortably  and  decently  dressed, 
and  the  more  opulent  appear  to  have  been  extravagantly  so.  Sump- 
tuary laws  had  been  established  by  acts  of  parliament,  for  regulating 

the 


*  Council  R^gister^  voL  Tiii.  p.  278. 

He  w«8  Ae  firtt  prafesaor  of  medicnw  who  mm  appointed  in  the  King's  College^  then  recently 
established. 

t  ConncQ  Register^  yoL  m  pTT^l.  toL  is.  p.  294.  t  Ibid*  voL  ad.  p.  76. 127* 
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the  dress,  both  of  men  and  women^^  and  for  repressing  the  extrava- 
gance of  burgesses,  their  wives  and  daughters,  in  the  royal  boroughs ; 
but  it  does  not  seem  that  these  laws  had  had  much  influence  in 
Aberdeen.  In  a  variety  of  cases  which  occurred  on  the  subject  of 
heirship^  moveables  of  burgesses  of  guild,  we  find  the  following  arti- 
cles of  attire,  viz. : — ^Bonnet  and  hat ;  brown  gown,  lined  with  black 
lamb-skin,  and  doublet  of  black  worsted,  with  fore  sleeves  of  black 
velvet ;  red  or  black  hose ;  jacket ;  coat  of  black  serge ;  a  ^Icot  of 
English  red,  bearded  with  black  velvet ;  a  solak ;  a  Spanish  cloak, 
fvatted  with  velvet.  The  ordinary  dress  appears  to  have  been  the 
gown  and  doublet  f  The  dress  of  a  lady  was  the  rujffl  courche^  red 
hudey  kirtle^  and  farthingale ;  and  her  ornaments  were  chiefly  of  sil- 
ver ;  for  we  find  mention  of  the  pow  of  black  velvet,  with  the  braid 
silver  burde  head  pendice^  with  four  schetkis^  for  the  head ;  and  for 
the  girdle,  the  rakkil  belt  of  silver.  The  ordinary  dress  of  the  fe- 
male was  the  red  kirtill  and  russet  gown.| 

The  armour  of  a  citizen  of  distinction  consisted  of  the  knapscaw, 
a  spear,  two*handed  sword,  bow  and  quiver  of  arrows ;  and  not  un-* 
frequently  he  kept  his  horse,  equipped  with  saddle  and  bridle,  either 
for  warfare,  or  ordinary  occasions.  § 

Among  the  articles  of  household  furniture,  we  can  distinguish  the 
board  and  board  doth,  forms  and  trests,  chairs,  almory  of  oak,  arras, 

standing 


*  '<  That  na  ma  w^in  Imi^he  }^  levys  be  fidiandice  bo^  gif  he  be  a  psone  jMrtitate  in  dignite^  as 
auldkna,  bailee^  or  vy^  gude  wordii  me,  y^  ar  affe  eonaale  of  J>e  to vn^  and  tfaa?  wtts,  wti?  datfais 
of  silk,  nor  costly  scarli^  i  gowyns,  nor  funinge  of  mertrike  And  at  ]>ai  mak  p^  wife  and  dodbifia 
in  lik  mafi  be  abeilrat  ganeande  and  ooreqpondande  fbr  thar  estate,  tibat  ia  to  say,  on  f  hede  schort 
^mdbeO  w^  litill  hnd€,  as  ar  vsyt  in  Fland^is,  Iiylande,  and  v^  cutraia.  And  aa  to  p  gownys,  ^  aa 
woma  weir  metrikt,  nor  letviP,  nor  talys  of  vnaittande  lenthe,  nor'furryt,  vn^  bot  on  ^  haliday." 
m^Acls  of  Parliament,  vol  L  p.  49.] 

t  Council  Register,  voL  vi.  p.  899*  voL  ziv.  p.  S1S« 

$  At  an  early  period  these  dresses  seem  to  have  been  adopted  from  Flanders ;  for,  in  1484,  an 
act  of  the  town  council  was  passed,  ordaining  Robert  Bucfaan,  one  of  the  bnigesaes,  as  often  as  he 
pMsed  to  Fhoce,  to  pmrehast  fn  hmaelf  a  new  gvftn  and  donhbt^^CbiMctf  Begiilerp  vot  1  p. 
899.3 

§  Connca  RqpaCer>  vA  adv.  p.  J19. 
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Standing  bed  of  oak,  with  curtains ;  feather  bed,  blankets,  and  sheets ; 
spit  and  tanterans ;  with  messer^  silver  spoons.* 

The  population  of  Aberdeen^  about  the  period  of  the  reforma- 
tion, although  it  cannot  be  ascertained  with  any  tolerable  precision, 
yet  may  be  conjectured  pretty  nearly,  from  the  register  of  marriages, 
baptisms,  and  burials,  for  the  parish  of  St.  Nicholas,  estabUshed,  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  magistrates,  immediately  subsequent  to  that 
event.  According  tq  that  register»  there  were,  in  the  course  of  the 
year  1672,  thirty-seven  marriages ;  eighty  children,  namely  thirty-five 
males  and  forty-five  females,  were  born  in  lawful  wedlock ;  and 
thirty-five  illegitimate  children.  During  the  same  period  the  deaths 
were  seventy-two.  Taking,  therefore,  these  last  as  the  data,  suppos- 
ing that  one  fiftieth  part  of  the  inhabitants  had  died  annually,  and 
having  in  view  the  healthiness  and  state  of  society  at  the  time,  it 
may  not  be  deemed  unreasonable  if  we  should  estimate,  agreeably  to 
the  usual  principles  adopted  in  such  cases,  the  whole  population  of 
Aberdeen,  at  this  aera,  tQ  have  been  3600,  or  perhaps  4000  persons^ 
of  all  ages. 

The  prevailing  simames  in  the  town  during  this  age,  were,  An- 
derson, Bannerman,  Barbour,  Benyn,  Blyndsele,  Branch,  Cadzow, 
Chalmers,  Colinson,  Cullen,  Cumine,  Davidson,  Douglas,  Forbes, 
Fitchit,  Fyfe,  Giffard,  Gray,  Kennedy,  Snowies,  Irvine,  Kintore, 
Lamb,  Leith,  Leslie,  Lorimer,  Marr,  Menzies,  Pratt,  Beid,  Bolland, 
Rowle,  Rutherford,  TuUidef,  Scherar,  Scroggs,  Vaus,  Wormot,  young.f 

In  the  course  of  this  epoch,  the  poverty  of  the  princes,  and  the  li- 
mited resources  of  the  kingdom,  exposed  the  commimity  to  frequent 
calls  for  public  purposes.  The  sums  levied  by  assessment  from  the 
inhabitants,  for  exemptions  from  military  services,  for  the  exigencies 
of  the  state,  and  for  presents  to  their  sovereigns,  amounted  to  pretty 
conttderable  sums.  These,  so  far  as  have  been  discovered,  will  appear 
particularly  detailed  in  the  annexed  Table,  and  are  exclusive  of  the 
great  customs  and  fee  farms  of  the  borough,  which  were  paid  an- 
nually to  the  crown. 

TABLE 


*  Council  B^ter,  vol  vi.  p.  460.  486.  t  Ibid  fostim. 
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TABLE  OF  CONTIilBVTIONS  TO  GOVERNMENT  BY  ABEBDEEK, 

From  A.D.  1398  to  1559. 


SCOTTISH   MONEY. 

Ancient.  Modem, 

1408    For  the  charge  of  the  embassy  sent  to  England  m         L.9    6    4      L^09  14    0 

1410    To  the  Duke  of  Albany,  a  present  of  186  nobles 
1488     To  the  great  Chamberlain  «  .i  • 

1442     To  the  Princess  Elizabeth^  in  Brittany 
1448      ««.  the  great  Chamberlain  -  -      ^  - 

^  the  King  .  -  • 

^        ditto,  for  the  redemption  of  the  custom  on  skins 
1455      «%  the  Queen's  propine  m  «  « 

1457     ««  the  Chamberlain  «  » 

1459    For  charges  at  the  si^;e  of  Berwick  « 

^   charge  of  Ambassadors  to  England  • 

«*  ditto  to  the  Pope 

1479    To  King  James  III.  for  ten  lasts  of  salmon 
1485    For  charges  of  Ambassadors  to  England        «  « 

1488      •M.r  ditto  to  foreign  parts  ■ 

1492  To  King  James  IV.  propine  of  30  crowns  - 

1493  ^  charge  of  furnishing  20  bowmen  to  the  Earl  of  Huntly's 

anny  sent  against  the  Isles    - 
1493     ^  The  Kng  for  a  present  on  his  proposed  marriage        • 
1495     ^  the  King,  in  lieu  of  service  in  the  army  sent  to  England 
against  the  Duke  of  Y<nrk  -  -  • 

For  the  charge  of  Ambassadors  to  the  Netherlands 
^       ditto      of  Ambassadors  to  treat  of  the  King^s  marriage 
To  King  James  IV.  for  propine  •  • 

14ffr     ^  ditto  ditto 

^  ditto  ditto  •  m 

1499      ^  ditto  ditto  -  -  - 

For  the  charge  of  ambassadors  to  foreign  parts  * 

^        ditto      of  20  bowmen  to  the  Earl  of  Huntly 
1493      ««        ditto      of  Commissioners  to  the  Duke  of  Burgundy 
1495      «%        ditto,     of  fitting  out  ships  and  men  against  England 

and  Ireland 
%«        ditto      of  8  Englishmen  belonging  to  the  Duke  of  York 

1512  To  the  King,  as  a  composition  for  being  relieved  firom  the 

Chamberlain  Courts  -  •- 

1513  For  charge  of  20  spearmen,  3  horses,  and  3  men^  to  the  army 

in  England  -  -  • 


1S4  I 

0 

SS83  0  0 

80  0 

0 

1536  16  0 

47  18 

0 

914  7  11 

48  14 

6 

9i6    0    14 

58  IS 

4 
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66  IS 

4 

1S80  10  8 

86  8 

9 

648  6  0 

72  17 

0 

.   546  7  6 

47  4 

0 

854  0  0 

67  0 

0 

502  10  0 

300  0 

0 

1500  0  0 

S6  10 

4 

136  7  6 

100  0 

0 

514  6    0 

15  a 

0 

77  «  11 

40  0 

0 

S05  14  5 

SO  0 

0 

los  17  H 

100  0 

0 

514  6  0 

45  0 

0 

S31  8  8 

71  IS 

4 

868  11  Ui 

SO  18 

0 

107  9  11 

14  8 

0 

74  1  S 

45  0 

0 

231  8  8 

15  0 

0 

77  2  11 

100*  0 

0 

514  6  0 

40  0 

0  .. 

205  14  5 

80  0 

0 

154  5  10 

SOO  0 

0 

1028  12  6 

:  80  0 

0 

154  5  10 

500  0 

0 

2571  10  0 

SOO  0 

0 

1028  12  0 

Canied  forward  .  .     L.2621  19  11  L.20226  15    9| 
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1522 

1530 
15^2 

1537 
1538 

1542 
1544 


1545 


1546 

1547 
1548 
1549 
1541 

1552 


1556     ^ 


1557 


1558 


SCOTTISH 

AncUfd, 
Brought  forward  -  L.2621  19  11  L. 

To  the  Regent,  in  lieu  of  service  in  the  army  assembled  at 

Roslinmuir  »  «  .  700     0    0 

««  the  King  -  .  .  60     0     0 

^  the  R^ent,  a  monthly  assessment  of  L.84,  for  supplies  to 

the  army  sent  against  England 
^  the  King,  when  in  France,  by  order  of  Parliament        -         150    0    0 
For  furnishing  60  men,  to  pass  to  France  in  the  King's  ships,  . 

for  the  honour  of  the  realm  «  -  .    113     8    0 

^  charge  of  Ate  army  sent  to  the  Borders  -  113     0    0 

^  ezpence  of  obtaining  relief  of  the  great  custom  paid  to  the 

King  of  France  -  -  1S3    6    % 

*«  the  town's  proportion  of  L.26000  on  the  whole  kingdom, 
for  supplies  to  1000  horse  to  the  army  on  the  borders^  for 
three  months,  ordered  to  be  paid  within  24  hours,  under 
the  pain  of  death 
«%  the  charge  of  Ambassadors  to  the  Emperor,  in  Flanders,  fbr 

treating  of  peace  •  .  • 

*%  redemption  of  the  custom  of  salmon  • 

«%  the  town's  proportion  of  L.16000,  stented  on  the  whole 

kingdom  .  ..  • 

From  the  merchants  of  the  town  for  chargeof  the  Ambassadors 

from  France  to  the  Emperor,  in  Flanders 
To  the  Regent,  as  a  composition  in  lieu  of  service  at  the  siege 

of  St.  Andrews  «  •  « 

^        ditto        ditto        in  the  army  assembled  at  Peebles 
««        ditto        ditto        at  Gladsmuir 
For  the  ezpence  of  80  pioners  to  the  siege  of  Broughty  Castle 
*«   thechargeof  Ambassadors  to  the  Emperor 
**    proportion  of  L.42000  raised  from  the  whole  kingdom 
««   composition  at  last  Justice  Eyre 

the  town's  proportion  of  the  sum  raised  from  the  boroughs 
charge  of  certain  forts  on  the  borders 
To  the  Queen  Dowager,  composition  to  her  and  the  Lords 
Componitors,  at  the  Justice  Eyre,  for  remission  to  the  inha- 
bitants for  their  light  offencet  and  small  oppressions,  and  that 
they  may  not  incur  her  Majestjr's  unkindness  -         213    6    8 

For  town's  proportion  of  money  raised  from  the  whole  kingdom  945    0    0 
«*   the  chiurge  of  horse  do  the  west  borders  «  78  15    0 

To  the  Queen,  in  lieu  of  service  in  the  army  assembled  at  Fa- 

lamuir,  on  2d  October  ...        400    0    0 

For  the  town's  proportion  of  L.8000,  raised  from  the  bo« 

roughs,  Ist  payment  «  »  189    0    0 


MONBV. 

Modem. 
20226  15  9i 

3600  2  0 
225  0  0 


562  10  0 

425  5  0 

423  15  0 

500  0  0 


413  6 

6 

1500  0 

0 

56  10 

0 

201  17 

6 

210  0 

0 

787  10 

0 

276  4 

6 

1035  16  10 

56   10 

0 

201  17 

6 

200  0 

0 

750  0 

0 

200  0 

0 

750  0 

0 

300  0 

0 

1125  0 

0 

340  0 

0 

1265  0 

0 

56  13 

4 

202  10 

0 

414  6 

8 

1451  10 

0 

204  18 

0 

767  17 

6 

315  0 

0 

1181  5 

0 

315  0 

0 

1181  5 

0 

800  0  0 

2617  13  0 

218  2  8 

1108  0  0 

523  10  8 


L.9076  5  5  L.43632  3  5^ 
Rental 
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RENTAL  OF  THE  LANDS,  FISHINGS,  MILLS,  &c. 

BELONGING  TO  THM  BOKOU&B  OF  MBMnDBEN, 


FOR  THB  YKAR8  UNDER-MBNTIONBD. 


The  Game  and  Haslehead 

SciheUkuley 

Rubislaw 

Hie  town's  pubKc  Mflk 

FkUnga  on  De9 

■  Stellis 

■  Rake,  5  nets 

I  Midchingle,  6  neta 

.ii— .  Pot,  6  nets 

_—  Foorda,  7  neta 
Fkhinga  on  Dott 

»  6halfneU 

druiyea  • 

TdUaFbloC 

Borough  Rooda 

Small  Cuatoma  * 

WttterBdl 


.Anment  Money. 

1S96.  1415. 

L.6    0    O       L.5  IS     4 

8    0    0  d    6    S 

SO    0    0  2     0    0 

0    0    0        21     0    0 


86 

« 

8 

55     0 

0 

16 

0 

O 

««    0 

0 

«0 

0 

S 

18     0 

0 

«5 

« 

e 

S6    0 

0 

SO 

0 

■« 

M    0 

0 

SI 

A 

« 

10    0 

0 

IS 

6 

s 

1«    0 

0 

a 

0 

0 

€  IS 

4 

0 

0 

0 

4    0 

0 

0 

0 

o 

S    5 

0 

TABLB   OF   PRICES 


OF 


SVKDRT  ABTKLES  OF  PROVISIONS,  AND  OTHER  COMMODITIES,  *c. 

IN  ABERDEEN, 
AT  DIFFEBEVT  PBBJ0D8,  FBOM  THS  YXAB  1S98  TO  TUB  YBAR  1S56, 

In  Ancient  and  Modern  SotfUirik  Money. 


1398    A  boll  of  wheat 

^     ofmalt  -  • 

Admisaion  fine  of  a  Burgess  of  Guild 
1899    AboUofwheat 

««      ofmalt  m  m 

1400  mm     of  wheat 

»%     of  nuut  M  • 

1401  ^     ofwheat 

»*     of  nuut  m 

A  atone  of  salt  * 

m^       of  iron  ■ 

li05    A  boll  of  wheat 


Andeni. 

Jtfoeki 

m. 

L.0    4 

0 

L4  10 

0 

0    3 

4 

8  15 

0 

0  18 

4 

14    0 

0 

0    8 

4 

8  15 

0 

0    8 

0 

8    7 

6 

0    4 

0 

4  10 

0 

0    4 

0 

4  10 

0 

0     5 

0 

5  12 

6 

0    S 

0 

8    7 

6 

0    5 

4 

6    0 

0 

0    1 

4 

1  10 

0 

0    2 

8 

8     0 

0 
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1405 

AftoUofmalt 

Adinis8i«Q  fine  of  a  Burgess  to  trade  to  Danlzic 

UlS 

AboUofwfaeat 

«^     ofmalt               -                       « 

A  stone  of  salt                       «                       " 

^        of  iron            -                        « 

U17 

^        ofBucbrnwool          ••                      •• 

^        of  Mar  and  Garioch  wool            >» 

1483 

AboUofwktat 

^     ofmak 

««.     ofmeal                      «                      ■ 

AgaUonofale                ■                       ■ 

«%  Mutton  Bottk                             « 

14S9 

«%  boll  of  wheat                 -                       i* 

1444 

Rye^  imported  from  Stralsund,  per  last 

AboUofwheat 

1468 

Red  Gascony  wine^  per  pint                   « 

Candle,  per  pound                        - 

1471 

Admttsion  fine  0^  a  Burgess  of  Gaild           • 

A  gallon  of  de            m                      m 

*%  boll  of  wheat                   «                       « 

*.^  loaf  of  fbur,  wdgfaing  20  os.            » 

1478 

^fdder  of  leadl  ISOstoaes,  (usually  1S8  stones) 

1476 

^  Hamburgh  barrel  of  salmon                « 

1487 

«%  loaf  of  flbuTy  weighing  8  oz.                            »* 

1485 

^          weigbing  16  oi.               « 

1489 

A  gallon  of  ale         •                      • 

Candle,  perpoundl    ,                •                       m 

1 

A  loaf  of  flour,  wagfamg^  16  os. 

1495^ 

^                weighing  18  oz.                        •• 

149a 

^                weig^g  12  ea.                • 

i5oa 

A  boQ  of  oats,  with  the  fbdd« 

^  Hamburgh  barrel  of  sdimon:                        • 

1501 

4^  gallon  of  ale                -                       » 

«%  loaf  of  flour,  weighing  18  oa.                    -i 

1508 

«%gfLDbnofale           -                       « 

Candle,  par  pound           ^                      » 

A  sheep  bouk                               •                       ■ 

«*  boll  of  salt                    m                        m 

Mens?  ahoca,  pen  pair                   m^ 

1510 

^  boBf  of  fye                   ■         '              m 

««  boll  of  maahlinr                       *                       « 

««bolLofqfenMal                                » 

1516 

«.bolk  of  wheat 

152S 

Tho  best  ittutton-  bouk                   * 

Andent. 

Modem. 

L.a    £ 

0 

L.2    5    0 

S    6 

8 

75    0    0 

0    9 

4 

S  15    a 

6    S 

©■ 

»    7    6 

0    5 

4 

600 

O    2 

a 

ft    5    0 

0    t 

& 

2     5    0 

0  a 

6 

2  16    S| 

0    7 

0 

6  14    5 

0    4 

0 

S  16  10 

0    3 

8 

3  10    5 

0    0 

8 

0  12  10 

0    S 

8 

2  11     1 

0    9 

0 

8  12  10 

7  10 

0 

144     1     6 

0    7 

0 

6  14    5 

0    0 

6 

OSS 

«►    0 

s 

0     1  10 

4    0 

0 

SO    0    0 

0    0 

8 

0    5     0 

0    7 

0 

2  12    ff 

0    0 

1 

0    0   7 

15  10 

0 

116    5    0 

8  10 

0 

12  la  5 

0    0 

X 

»  0  5 

0    0 

1 

0    0    5 

0    0 

8 

0    S    4 

0    0 

3 

fr   >    s 

0    0 

S 

9    0    li 

0    0 

I 

0    0    5 

0    0 

\ 

0    0    5 

0    5 

0 

15     8 

S  15 

0 

14    2  10 

0    0 

» 

0    S     5 

0    0 

I 

0    0     5 

0    0 

8- 

0    S     5 

0    0 

5 

0     14 

0    « 

» 

0  IS    9 

0    6 

0 

1  10  10 

0    S 

0 

0  10    8 

0    0 

1 

0    0     5 

0  10^ 

0 

2  Kl     5 

0  ro 

0 

2  11     5 

6  10 

0 

2  11     5 

0  IS 

0 

S    1    9 

0    9 

0 

0  15    5 

P2 
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1522 

1541 

1543 
1545 


1555 


A  gallon  of  ale 

«%  lamb  bouk  »  «  « 

The  admission  fine  of  a  Burgess  of  Guild  «i 

A  loaf  of  flour,  weighing  18  oz. 
%«  20  oz. 

White  wine,  claret,  malvaise,  and  other  wine8>  to  be  retailed 

per  Scotch  pint^  at  -  « 

A  loaf  of  flour,  weighing  13  oz. 
«%  boll  of  wheat  .  .  - 


Ancient. 

Modern, 

L.0    0     8 

L.0    3     5 

0     18 

0     8     7 

13     6     8 

50     0    0 

0    0    2 

0    0     7 

0    0    2 

0     0     7 

0     1     4 

0     4  10 

0    0    2 

0    0    7 

1  17     0 

6  18     9 

N.  B. — In  the  preceding  Tables  the  modem  Scottish  Money  is  calculated  according  to  the  man* 
ner  of  Ruddiman,  in  his  Tables,  No.  II.  and  III.  in  his  Prefiice  to  Anderson's  Diplomata.  The 
principles  will  best  appear  from  the  annexed  Table,  formed  upon  the  same  data.  Fractions  under 
pence  have  been  purposely  omitted. 


TABLE  of  Ancient^  and  proportion  which  it  bears  to  Modem  Scottish  Money,  adopted  fiom 
Suddiman's  Table^  No.  IIL  in  his  Preface  to  Anderson's  Diplomata,  page  82. 


A.D. 


ANNO  REGNL 


FuarrAs. 


ALLAIA. 


NmniBomin  ex  i> 

bra  argenci  cusoruxn 

▼alor. 


Prap.adhodl- 

«rnam  Sent. 
mdnetam. 


Ab  annol  Alexandri  I.  Davidis  I.  Guliel- 
1107  ad  Vmi  Alexandri  IL  Alexandri  III. 

1296     Ijoannis 
Ab  anno  I 
1306  ad  VRoberU  L 

1329    J 

1366  Davidis  IL      ^        m        ^    38 

1367  *    -        .        .    39 

Ab  annol 

U71  adVRobcrtilL 


1390 
1393 
1424 
1451 
1456 
1475 
1484 
1488 
1489 
1529 
1544 
1556 
1565 
1567 
1571 
1576 
1579 
1581 
1597 
1601 
1738 


Roberti  III. 
Jacobi  I. 
Jacobi  II. 

Jacobi  III. 

I  Jacobi  IV. 

Jacobi  V. 
MariflB    - 


Jacobi  VI. 


Georgii  IL 


4 

19 
15 

20 

16 
24 


■{\ 


Unc. 
11 


11 
11 

11 

11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 


11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
9 
8 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 


den.  gr, 
2      0 


11      £ 


'2 
2 


2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 


11       2 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
2 


Unc.  den.  gr, 
0     18       0 


0  18 

0  18 

0  18 

0  18 


18 
18 
18 
18 
18 
18 


0     18 


1 
1 
1 
1 
I 
3 
•4 
I 
1 
1 
1 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
18 


Lib.  soL  den, 
1       0      0 

1       I       0 


5 
9 


1     12 
1     J7 


3 
4 
7 

7 


4 

16 

4 

0 


9     }2 
9     12 


13 
18 
18 


0 
0 
0 


l6  14 
l6  14 
22       0 


24 
SO 
36 
37 


0 
0 
0 

4 


} 


36. 

34.286 

28.8 

24.59 


22.5 

1921 

11.25 

7.5 

5. 

5.143 

5.143 

3.75 

3.75 

2.77 

2. 

2. 

2.16 

2.16 

J. 64 

1.5 

1.2 

1. 
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CHAPTER    IV. 


SECTION  I. 


The  Reformation^  and  its  first  indications  at  Aberdeen^^Proceedings  of 
the  Reformers  there^-^Mr.  Adam  Heriot  first  Protestant  Minister — 
succeeded  by  Mr.  John  Craig-^Queen  Mary's  visit  to  the  Town — 
Present  nuide  to  her  of  2000  merks^-^^he  Earl  of  Huntly  and  Sir 
John  Gordon — Battle  of  Corrichie — Battle  of  Crahestone^  betwixt 
the  Gordons  and  the  Forbeses—4he  Earl  of  Morton^ s  oppressions^ 
and  attempts  to  disfranchise  Aberdeen — his  Grant  of  the  Salmon 
Fishings  of  Don  to  Auchinleck  of  Balmanno — revoked  by  James  VL 
— ^Te  visits  the  Town^  and  8000  merks  voted  for  charges^  Sfc. — his 
Marriage  with  Anne  of  Denmark — Ship  fitted  out  by  Aberdeen  to 
convoy  them  to  Scotland — Part  of  the  Queen^s  Dowry  lent  to  the 
Town — Birth  of  the  young  Prince  celebrated — the  King^s  visit  to 
the  Town— Popish  Lords  threaten  the  Town  with  fire  and  sword — 
Presents  made  to  the  Earl  of  Huntly — Visits  of  the  King  and 
Queen^^Depredations  of  the  Highlanders  of  Glentanner^  ^c. — 
Gowrie^s  Conspiracy — Union  of  the  two  Crowns — great  rejoicings  in 
the  Town — King  James  visits  Scotland — his  Attendants  in  Aber- 
deen— his  Letters  to  the  Magistrates — Alarm  of  the  Spanish  Fleet 
— King  Charles^  Coronation  attended  by  the  Provost^  ^c. — Miscel- 
laneous Occurrences. 

From  A.D.  1559  to  A.D.  16SS. 

The  reformation  of  our  religion,  in  whatever  light  it  may  be  A.D.  1559. 
viewed,  was  one  of  the  greatest  events  in  history,  and  the  most  im- 
portant  to  society.  The  form  of  popery  which  prevailed  in  Scotland 
was  of  the  most  bigotted  and  illiberal  kind,  and  its  superstitions  and 
absurdities  had  grown  to  an  extravagant  height.  The  Romish  church 
had,  for  many  ages,  ruled  with  a  domineering  sway  over  the  minds  of 
men  in  that  mild  religion  which  had  been  revealed  to  us  by  our 
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A.D.  1559.  blessed  Saviour;  the  influence  of  the  clergy  was  unbounded,  and 
their  possessions  and  persons  were  regarded  by  a  credulous  people  as 
almost  sacred.  No  wonder,  therefore,  a  fabric,  which  was  supported 
by  ignorance,  superstition,  and  credulity,  should  have  tumbled  to  the 
ground.  The  doctrines  of  Martin  Luther  had  by  this  time  taken 
deep  root  in  England,  and  the  protestant  religion  was  there  esta- 
blished upon  a  firm  and  solid  foundation.  In  Scotland  the  reforma- 
tion, although  it  had  made  considerable  progress,  was  yet  in  its  in- 
fancy, and  did  not  advance  to  maturity,  until  the  celebrated  John 
Enox  arrived  from  Geneva^  whence  be  had  been  invited  by  the 
leaders  of  the  protestant  associatioii.  Possessing  unconquerable  in- 
trepidity of  mind,  as  well  as  powers  of  rhetoric^  which  were  calculated 
to  make  the  strongest  impressions  upon  the  people,  wkh  endow- 
ments of  learning  superior  to  that  of  any  of  bis  predecessors, 
he  was  fully  qualified  for  the  arduous  ministry  which  he  bad  under- 
taken. He  steadily  persevered  in  exerting  his  utmost  zeal  for  the 
subversion  of  the  hierarchy  ei  Rome ;  and  finally  triumphed  in  the 
accomplishment  of  that  necessary  and  important  change  in  the  doc- 
trines of  our  religion. 

The  first  indication  at  Aberdeen,  of  the  new  opinions,  manifested 
itself  in  Mr.  John  Marshall,  master  of  the  grammar  school,  about  the 
year  1521.  He  was  summoned  to  appear  before  the  provost,  to  an- 
swer for  his  contempt  of  the  church,  for  being  deficient  in  due  subor- 
dination to  itf  and  for  the  doctrines  which  he  promulgated.  Marshall, 
with  the  boldness  of  Knox  and  his  colleagues,  scrupled  not  to  tell  the 
provost,  that  he  held  the  school  of  the  magistrates,  was  ready  to  con- 
tribute his  services  to  the  citizens,  and  zealous  to  promote  the  edu- 
cation of  their  children ;  but  that  he  did  not  consider  himself  ame- 
jiable  to  the  court  of  Romcj  whose  authority  he  contemned.  For  these 
spiritual  errors  and  other  transgressions  against  the  church  he  found 
it  necessary,  however,  two  years  afterwards,,  to  express  to  the  magis- 
trates his  contrition,*  which  probably  saved  him  from  the  dreadfiQ 
punishment  which  generally  awaited  its  enemies. '  The  new  doctrines 

of 
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of  Martin  Ludier  had  speedily  found  their  way  into  Britain,  and  A.D.  15^9* 
his  opinions  were  making  rapid  progress  in  Scotland. "*  The  esta^ 
blished  cleigyt  taking  the  alarm  at  these  innovations,  judged  it  ne- 
cessary to  suppress  them  hy  every  means  in  their  power.  In  the  year 
I62S9  a  manifesto  was  transmitted  from  the  king,  at  the  solicitation 
ef  Gavin  Dunbar,  bishop  of  Afootieen,  addressed  to  the  sheriff  of  the 
xounty,  and  to  Sir  Jchn  Hutherford,  and  Tiiomas  Meneies,  two  of  the 
principal  citizens  of  the  towin,'COBmian(^g  them  to  publishthe  twenty-- 
eighth  act  of  parliament  of  King  James  L  whidi  had  passed  against 
ieretics^  cm  the  ground  <if  its  being  n^poited  that  several  strangerif 
and  tdthers  within  the  diocese  of  Aberdeen,  had  in  their  possession 
Jkereiieai  •&>sib,  and  were  busied  in  propagating  the  errors  and  prin* 
^ples  tdf  Luther.  Expedients  of  this  kind  were  but  iU  calculated  to 
extlnguidi  the  flame  wMdi  had  been  kindled ;  and  they  probably 
tended  rather  to  awaken  :and  prompt  the  people  to  search  into 
the  great  truths  of  Christianity,  and  thereby  to  discovj^  the  manifest 
errors  nf  popery,  than  to  promote  ^ae  objects  which  were  intended  by 
this  proclamation.  In  the  year  1544  we  find  it  mentioned  that  Thomas 
Jfeanch  and  Thomas  Cussing^  two  of  the  citizens,  had  been  committed 
to  prisoQt  hy  ^rder  of  the  Earl  of  Huntly,  then  chief  magistrate,  until 
they  should  ht  brought  to  trial  and  purdshed,  for  being  guilty  of  the 
sacrilegious  crime  of  hanging  the  image  of  Saint  Francis  ;f  but 
whether  they  were  put  upon  their  trial  does  not  appear. 

The  first  reformers,  as  soon  as  they  had  obtained  the  ascendency 
m  ecclesiastical  matters,  were  not  satisfied  with  merely  converting 
the  minds  of  the  people  in  regard  to  religious  tenets.  In  the  vehe- 
mence of  their  zeal,  they  were  promp|;ed  to  destroy  those  public 
edifices  which  were  appropriated  to  religious  purposes,  had  long  been 
ornaments  of  the  country,  and  were  an  honour  to  the  age  in  which 
they  were  erected.  This  is  evident  from  tiie  magnificent  ruins 
which  still  remain  of  many  of  them,  in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

Aberdeea 


*  In  the  yeut  1$$U,  Martin  lAtthcr,  m  Anita  Friar»  profttwm  in  tiie  ndmrrity  efWitUmhetg, 
first  promulgated  the  new  opinions^  and  the  errors  and  abuses  in  the  Chuccfa  of  fiome ;  and  pedtapa. 
\pf  ibis  time  his  famous  Theses  had  found  their  way  to  Aberdeen. 

t  Council  Register,  vol.  xviu*  p.  320. 
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A.D.  1559.  Aberdeen  had  few  temptations  to  the  reformers,  either  for  destruc- 
tion or  spoil.     The  religious  buildings  were  plain,  and  devoid  of 
splendid  decoration ;  the  ornaments  and  riches  of  the  church  were 
scanty,  and  afforded  no  allurements  in  the  way  of  prize.  The  mischief, 
therefore,  done  by  the  reformers  at  Aberdeen  was  inconsiderable, 
when  compared  with  what  other  places  suffered.     The  proselites  to 
the  new  doctrines,  who  were  confined  chiefly  to  the  south,  daily  increas- 
ed in  number,  and  were  now  distinguished  by  the  title  of  The  Congregc^ 
tion.  Although  they  met  with  repeated  checks  from  the  established  go- 
vernment, yet,  in  spite  of  these,  they  acquired  new  strength  and  vigour, 
and  kindled  and  spread  the  ardour  of  reformation  every  where,  in 
their  progress  northward.     The  citizens  of  Aberdeen  do  not  appear 
to  have  been,  at  first,  very  zealous  in  the  great  work  of  reformation ; 
and,  therefore,  the  southern  reformers  found  it  expedient  to  make 
them  a  visit,  in  order  to  ascertain  their  sentiments  in  regard  to  the 
new  doctrines.     In  the  end  of  this  year,  it  was  notified  to  the  magis- 
trates, that  a  great  number  of  these  zealots  were  proceeding  to  Aber- 
deen, with  an  intention  to  commit  acts  of  violence  upon  the  church, 
and  to  despoil  it  of  its  sacred  utensils  and  ornaments.     The  magis- 
trates, on  the  alarm  of  their  approach,  found  it  necessary,  in  the  first 
place,  to  attend  to  the  preservation  of  the  town's  archives  and  public 
records,  which  were  speedily  removed,  along  with  the  great  eucharist, 
and  some  other  sacred  utensils  of  silver,  from  the  repository  in  the 
church,  where  they  were  kept,  to  a  place  of  safety.     On  the  29th  of 
December,  a  body  of  these  reformers,  from  Angus  and  Meams^  en- 
tered the  town,  and  proceeded  to  the  work  of  destruction.     Their 
first  attack  was  upon  the  great  spire  of  the  church,  which  they  at- 
tempted to  pull  down  ;  but  the  citizens  having  no  inclination  to  see 
their  place  of  worship  destroyed,  beat  them  back,  and  prevented  fur- 
ther mischief  being  done  to  the  fabric.     The  execution  of  their 
threats  against  the  other  religious  houses,  it  appears,  was  suspended 
1560.  for  some  days.     On  the  4th  of  January,  this  year,  they  proceeded,  in 
a  tumultuous  body,  to  the  Black  Friars  Monastery,  in  the  Schoolhillf 
and  Carmelite  Friars  Place  in  the  Green ;  and  having  been  allowed, 
and  no  doubt  assisted  and  prompted,  by  the  citizens,  to  demolish  the 
buildings,  and  carry  off  the  property  of  every  description  within 
them,  they  advanced  in  the  same  tumultuous  manner  to  the  Monas- 
tery 
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tery  of  the  Grey  Friars,  on  the  east  side  of  Broad  street,  and  stripped  a.d.  i56o. 
the  church  of  the  lead  and  slates  \ipon  it.  They  were  proceeding 
in  their  operation  of  demolishing  the  other  parts  of  the  buildings, 
when  the  citizens  interposed:  and,  thinking  it  proper  to  secure  the 
materials  of  the  edifices  for  the  useful  and  necessary  purposes  of  the 
town,  prevented  further  destruction  and  dilapidation.  The  citizens 
in  general,  it  would  seem,  had  now  embraced  the  reformed  doc;J;rine, 
and  become  zealous  supporters  of  it.  The  magistrates  assembled 
them  in  a  head  court,  upon  the  8th  and  ISth  days  of  January,  when 
it  was  resolved  to  demolish  the  buildings  of  the  monasteries,  to  con- 
vert the  materials  to  public  purposes,  and  to  sell  the  silver  and 
.brazen  work  of  the  church,  and  other  sacred  ornaments,*  for  the 
common  good.    Some  time  afterwards  the  magistrates  and  the  citi- 
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The  eucharist  o£  silyer,  weighing  .  ■  ■ 

One  chalice  of  our  Lady  ■  »  » 

One    do.     of  the  South  Ide  •  •  « 

St.  Peter's  chalice  •  •  « 

Two  pair  of  censers  m  «     .  • 

Four  cruets,  and  a  little  ship  «  ■  « 

Chalice  of  St  John  the  Evangelist  «  «  « 

The  Hospital  chalice  «  .  « 

Our  Ladjr's  chalice  of  the  Chapel  of  the  Bridge  of  Dee  «  • 

St.  Duthac's  chalice  «  .  « 

St.  Nicholas'  chalice  •  ••  ^  «  . 

St  element's  chalice  ... 

One  chalice  of  the  rood  altar         -  •  « 

The  cross,  with  silver  crucifix,  two  silver  crowns  of  the  images  of  our  Lady,  and  her  Son. 

Sacred  Vestments,  &c 

One  cap,  one  chessubil,  with  two  tunides,  all  furnished  with  flowered  red  and  velvet,  and  in- 
dented with  gold;  one  cap  of  fine  cloth  of  gold ;  a  cap  of  gold,  Jreezed  with  red  velvet;  cap  and 
chessubil,  with  tunicles,  furnished  of  gold,  andfreezed  on  green  velvet ;  two  caps  of  red  velvet,  over- 
faced  with  gold ;  the  sacrament  pieces,  of  velvet,  figured  with  gold ;  the  firontal  of  the  high  altar,  of 
red  damask;  the  white  veil  of  linen  cloth;  four  cushions  of  velvet;  an  arras  bed. 

Brazen  Work. 

Eighteen  brazen  chandeliers;  two  great  chandeliers  of  the  high  altar,  with  the  sacrament  chan- 
delier; the  great  chandelier  of  brass,  with  the  image,  and  three  cats,  laver  of  brass,  font  of  brass, 
and  the  water  vat— [Cownct/  BegUter,  vol.  xxiiL  p.  SO.] 
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A.D.  1860.  eens  fbrmed  resolutions,  expressive  of  theit  ititention  to  defend  the 
liberty  of  the  realm.  At  the  same  time,  they  agreed  to  furnish 
forty  men  for  the  service  of  the  congregation^  and  to  use  their  ut- 
most exertions  in  the  suppression  of  idi^tty.^  Ko  other  circum- 
stances of  any  moment  attended  the  introduction  at  Aberdeen  of  the 
reformed  religion,  which  was  happily  established  immediately  after 
the  first  ferment  had  subsided. 

The  papal  jurisdiction  being  at  length,  by  law,  abolished  io  Scot- 
land, the  protestant  church  began  to  assume  a  regular  form  of  go* 
vernment.  Its  principles,  as  contained  in  the  Confession  of  Faith, 
had  obtained  the  sanction  of  public  authority ;  and  the  care  of  paro- 
chial duty  was  committed  to  ministers  of  the  newly  established  reli- 
gion. About  this  time  Mr.  Adam  Heriot  was  appointed  minister  at 
Aberdeen,  by  the  General  Assembly,  which  met  at  Edinburgh.  His 
stipend  was  fixed  at  L.200,  which  he  received  from  the  revenues  of 
the  town ;  but  the  magistrates  presented  to  him  annually  a  suit  of 
black  clothes,  and  other  necessaries,  to  the  value  of  L.30,  besides  a 
donation  of  L.IO  in  money,  in  name  of  house  rent.  J  This  learned 
divine  being  the  first  protestant  clergyman  esti^lished  in  Aberdeen, 
some  account  of  his  life  may  not  be  deemed  foreign  to  the  present 
work.  He  was  originally  Si  friar  of  the  order  of  St.  Austin,  and  lived 
in  the  abbey  of  Saint  Andrews.  His  reputation  for  tibre  learning  cul- 
tivated among  divines  in  that  age  was  early  known ;  and  he  was 
regarded  as  an  eloquent  preacher.  Having  renounced  the  errors  of 
popery,  and  embraced  the  reformed  religion,  he  joined  tiie  co^fi^gre^a- 
tiofif  at  Edinburgh ;  and,  in  the  distribution  of  ministers  of  the  gos- 
pel among  the  royal  boroughs,  was  appointed  to  Aberdeen,  where 
he  continued  until  the  time  of  his  death,  which  happened  upon  the 
28th  August,  1 574.  The  citizens  of  all  ranks  highly  esteemed  him  for 
his  distinguished  humanity,  probity,  and  general  worth.  §  He  died  of 
an  apoplexy,  in  the  60th  year  of  his  age,  and  was  burled  in  the  quire 

of 


*  Coimcil  Register,  vol.  xxiii.  p.  28. 

t  Council  Register,  vol.  xxiv.  p.  10.  22.    The  whole  «iims  e^iiil  to  LM  8b.  «teiimg. 

§  Register  of  Births  and  Burials,  vol.  L^wSpottiswood,  p.  27*. 
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of  Saint  NicboUs  church.  In  his  niinisterial  charge  he  was  sue-  a.d.  157^ 
ceeded  by  a  no  less  worthy  character.  Mr.  John  Craig,*  who  had 
been  the  colleague  of  Mr.  John  Knox  for  the  space  of  nine  years. 
In  the  year  1679  Mr.  Craigf  resigned  his  charge  at  Aberdeen,  on  re- 
ceiving the  appointment  of  chaplain  to  the  king.  During  his  minis^ 
try,  episcopacy  was  established  in  the  church  of  Scotland,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  agreement  which  bad  taken  place  in  a  convention, 
composed  of  the  leading  men  among  the  clergy  and  the  committee 
of  the  privy  council ;  and  which  had  obtained,  under  certain  qualifi- 
cations, the  sanction  of  the  General  Assembly.  §  We  are  informed 
that  David  Cunningham  was  installed,  in  Saint  Nicholas  church,  as 
the  first  protestant  bishop  of  Aberdeen,  in  the  month  of  November, 
1577,  by  Adamson,  archbishop  of  St.  Andrews,  and  that  Mr.  Craig 
assisted  at  his  inauguration,  as  one  of  the  collaterals.:]: 

Meanwhile  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom  were  in  a  disturbed  state, 
and  dissensions  and  jealousies  still  continued  to  prevail  among  the 
chieftains  of  the  north.  Queen  Mary,  at  this  time,  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  make  a  progress  thither,  in  order  to  endeavour,  by  her 
presence,  to  quell  the  commotions  which  subsisted  in  that  quarter. 
She  proceeded  to  Aberdeen  about  the  middle  of  August,  this  year,  1562. 

a  U  and 


*  Coimoil  Register^  vol  xziv.  p.  10.  vol.  zzv.  p.  476. 

t  Hie  fAtfaer  waa  killed  at  tba  fiital  battle  of  Flodden.  He  received  his  education  at  the  college 
of  St.  Andrew's^  and  was  originally  of  the  order  of  the  Dominican  Friars.  In  the  course  of  his 
trsY^  on  the  continent^  having  declared  hia  opinioniB  too  freely  m  fitvour  of  the  new  doctrines^  ha 
ims  taken  up  and  sent  to  Roqie,  being  aecosed  of  the  crime  of  heresy.  He  was  tried  before  tiie  tri« 
bunal  of  the  inquisition^  and,  having  avowed  his  doctrines,  he  was  condemned  to  be  burnt  alive  the 
following  day,  being  the  ipth  August  It  fortunately  happened  for  him,  that  Pope  Paid  IV.  died 
ihe  same  evening ;  and,  in  the  course  dT  certain  tmnnlts  on  that  ev«>t,  the  prison  was  broken  open, 
and  Mr.  Craig,  among  others,  effected  by  these  means  his  liberty.  After  encountering  many  diffi- 
culties, he  returned  to  Scotland ;  and,  in  the  year  1561,  he  was  appointed  minister  of  Holyrood« 
house.  In  the  year  1567  he  was  commanded  to  puUish  m  the  church  the  banns  between  Queen 
Mary  and  Botfawell;  but,  with  a  boldness  which  reflected  the  highest  honour  upon  his  memory,  he 
tcstififti  against  the  design,  and  publicly,  in  his  sermons,  condemned  the  marriage,  and  exhorted  all 
who  had  access  to  the  queen  to  give  her  their  advice  against  so  scandalous  an  alliance.  Sometime 
afterwards  he  was  translated  to  Montrose ;  and,  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Heriot,  removed  to  Aberdeen. 
He  died  in  the  year  1600>  at  the  age  of  SS.'^Spottiswood,  p.  205.  46S.3 

§  Dr.  Robertson^  vol  ii.  p.  258.  t  B^pster  of  Births  and  Burials,  &c  vol.  i. 
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A.D.  1562.,  and  was  attended  by  the  Earls  of  Murray,  Morton,  Maitland,  and 
other  leaders  of  that  party.  Her  first  visit  to  the  town  being  an  event 
which  elated  the  community  to  a  great  degree,  she  was  received  by 
the  magistrates,  and  by  the  citizens,  under  arms,*  amidst  the  shouts 
and  acclamations  of  joy  of  the  people,  and  with  every  demonstration 
of  welcome  and  regard.  As  a  further  mark  of  their  loyalty  and  at- 
tachment, a  present  was  voted  to  her  Majesty,  in  name  of  the  com- 
munity, of  2000  merksf  in  money,  which,  when  we  consider  the 
circumstances  of  the  times,  may  be  deemed  abundantly  liberal. 

At  this  time  the  Earl  of  Huntly,  one  of  the  principal  chieftains  in 
the  north,  possessed  ample  domains,  far  exceeding  that  of  any  other 
subject :  and  his  feudal  superiorities  and  jurisdictions  extended  over 
several  of  the  northern  counties.  This  noble  family  continued  to  favour 
the  ancient  form  of  religion,  and  to  support  the  queen  in  her  at- 
tempts to  crush  the  promoters  of  the  reformation.  At  the  same 
time,  it  would  seem  that  elevated  hopes  had  been  entertained  of  a 
matrimonial  alliance  being  formed  between  the  Queen  and  Sir  John 
Gordon  of  Deskford,  knight,  J  the  Earl  of  Huntly *s  third  son.  How- 
ever vain  these  expectations  may  have  been,  an  unfortunate  incident 
occurred,  which  completely  blasted  them  for  ever.  James^  Lord 
Ogilvy  of  Cardal,  only  son  of  Alexander  Ogilvy  of  Deskford,  and  Sir 
John,  having  some  difference  about  the  property  of  the  estates  of 
Deskford  and  Findlater,  a  deadly  feud  was  kincUed  between  them^ 
which  ultimately  led  to  fatal  consequences.  On  Saturday  the  27th 
June,  they  accidentally  met  on  the  streets  of  Edinburgh,  being  both 
attended  with  some  armed  followers  ;  and,  in  a  scuffle  which  ensued^ 
Lord  Ogilvy  was  severely  wounded.  For  this  open  breach  of  the 
public  peace.  Sir  John  was  next  day  committed,  by  the  magistrates 
of  Edinburgh,  prisoner  within  the  council  house,  and  the  queen  af- 
terwards 


*  The  ensign  which  was  carried  by  the  citizens  on  this  occasion  bore  on  it  the  words  Bon^ Accord. 
In  such  veneration  was  it  held  by  the  citizens^  that  it  was  preserved  and  presented  at  their  weapon- 
schaw,  in  the  year  I6I6,  nearly  55  years  afterwards. — [Council  Register,  vol.  xlvii.  p.  502.2 

t  Council  Register,  vol  xxiv.  p»  324.  The  sum  presented  to  the  queen  was  equal  to  L.g07 
158.  6d.  sterling  money. 

t  Spottiswood,  p,  185. 
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terwards  commanded  him  to  be  strictly  confined ;  but,  impatient  of  A.D.  i56jj. 
this  restraint,  he  made  his  escape  from  prison,  and  fled  to  Aberdeen- 
shire for  refuge.  On  the  arrival  of  the  queen  at  Aberdeen,  she  was 
waited  on  by  Lady  Huntly,  who  interceded  for  her  son.  Sir  John 
Gordon,  and  implored  his  pardon ;  at  the  same  time,  requesting 
permission  to  attend  her  Majesty  during  her  sojourn  in  the  north.* 
The  great  influence  which  the  Earl,  at  this  time,  possessed  in  this 
quarter,  together  with  a  declared  intention  to  use  his  exertions  to  re* 
establish  the  catholic  religion,  were  sufficient  inducements  with  the 
queen  to  consent  to  Sir  John's  pardon ;  but  this  was  granted  condi- 
tionally,  that  he  should  be  imprisoned  in  the  tolbooth  of  Aberdeen 
during  her  Majesty's  pleasure,  or  removed  to  any  other  prison  that 
might  be  afterwards  directed.  These  terms  being  acquiesced  in,  he 
surrendered  himself  before  the  court  of  justiciary  at  Aberdeen,  on 
the  SI  St  August.  He  was  ordained  to  be  kept  in  custody,  in  the  pro- 
vost's lodging,  where  he  was  to  remain  till  her  Majesty's  pleasure 
should  be  known ;  and,  on  the  subsequent  day,  he  was  enjoined  to 
proceed  to  Stirling  Castle,  and  there  to  be  detained  as  a  prisoner,  f 
This  condition  being  deemed  by  Sir  John  an  act  of  intolerable  rigour, 
he  resolved  to  extricate  himself  from  it.  Having  proceeded  so  far 
in  his  journey,  he  made  his  escape  from  his  attendants,  and  returned  to 
Aberdeen,  to  take  the  command  of  his  followers,  who  were  rising  in 
arms  in  the  north.  He  soon  afterwards  appeared  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Aberdeen,  with  a  body  of  1000  horse,  having  formed  a  determination 
to  resist  the  queen's  authority.  J  In  this  critical  juncture,  the  Earl 
of  Huntly,  who,  from  various  circumstances  which  had  recently  oc- 
curred, concluded  that  his  family  was  devoted  to  destruction,  now  no 
longer  disguised  his  own  intentions,  but  put  himself  at  the  head  of 
a  body  of  troops  which  he  had  collected  in  his  extensive  territories, 
advanced  towards  Aberdeen,  and  formed  a  junction  with  his  son.  Sir 
John.  Meanwhile  the  queen  had  returned  to  Aberdeen  from  Inver- 
ness, where  she  had  been  occupied  in  quelling  some  disorders  in  that 
quarter.    Her  army  being  at  this  time  stationed  at  Aberdeen,  was 

under 


•  Spotdswood,  p.  186.  t  Acts  of  ParUament,  vol.  u.  p.  576.  577.  579-  581,  582. 

$  Keith's  History,  f).  ftSO. 
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A.D.  1562.  under  the  command  of  the  Earl  of  Mtrray.  It  consisted  of  only  a 
small  body  of  men^  hastily  collected  from  the  shires  of  Angus  and 
Meams ;  for  no  reliance  could  be  placed  on  the  barons  of  the  north, 
the  most  of  whom  at  this  time  either  favoured  Huntly's*  designs,  or 
stood  in  awe  of  his  power.  With  this  force  Murray  marched  from  the 
town  against  the  confederates,  and  found  them  posted  to  great  advan* 
tage,  at  Corrichie,  near  the  hill  of  Fair,  about  twelve  miles  to  the  west 
Oct  28.  of  the  town.  He  commenced  the  attack,  and,  after  some  turns  of  for-* 
tune  in  the  course  of  the  day,  obtained  the  victory,  Huntly's  army 
being  completely  defeated  and  put  to  the  route,  with  considerable  loss. 
The  Earl  of  Huntly  was  killed  in  the  battle,  or  trodden  to  death  in  the 
pursuit,  although  it  is  said  that  Murray  was  extremely  anxious  to 
have  him  secured  alive,  f    His  sons,  Sir  John  and  Adam,  were  taken, 

along 


*  On  the  26th  of  October^  1562^  a  privy  ooimdl  was  held  at  Aberdeen,  which  conaiated  of  the 
Earls  of  Errol,  Athol,  Marischalj  Murray,  Morton,  and  Lord  Erskine,  when  the  following  barons 
were  bound  over  to  confine  themselves  at  the  following  places,  under  certain  penalties,  namdiy, 
George  Gordon  of  Gi^t,  at  Edinburgh,  under  the  penalty  of  5000  merks;  Gordon  of  Abeigeldie, 
in  St  Andrew's,  under  the  penalty  of  5000  merks ;  Alexander  Gordon  of  Strathdovm,  in  Hadding« 
ton,  under  the  penalty  of  5000  merks ;  Alexander  Gordon,  eldest  son  of  George  Gordon  of  Les« 
moir,  in  Edinburgh,  under  the  penalty  of  2000  merks;  George  Gordon,  son  and  heir  to  James 
Gordon  of  Crichie,  for  his  fiidier,  and  Alex.  Govdon  of  Birkenbog,  his  brother,  both  of  them  in 
Edinburgh,  and  Patrick  Gordon  of  Auchmanzie,  in  St  Andrew's,  under  the  penalty  of  2000  merks; 
Thomas  Gordon  of  Kinnadie,  and  Alexander  Gordon,  for  WQliam  Gordon  of  Craig,  his  brotherj  in 
Edinburgh,  under  the  penalty  of  SOOO  merks.— [J&t^A,  p.  227-3 

t  "  James  Stewart,  prior  of  Saint  Andrew's,  was  natural  son  of  King  James  V.  by  a  daughter  of 
Lord  Erskine.  The  Queen,  his  sister,  having  determined  to  reward  his  services,  created  him  an 
Earl,  by  the  title  of  Mar;  and  that  he  mi^  be  better  able  to  support  his  new  honoiir,  bestowed 
upon  him,  at  the  same  time,  the  lands  of  that  name.  These  were  part  of  the  royal  demesnes,  but 
the  Earls  of  Huntly  had  been  permitted,  for  several  years,  to  keep  possession  of  them.  On  this  oc« 
casion  the  Earl  of  Huntly  not  only  complained,  with  some  reason,  of  the  loss  idiich  he  sustained^ 
but  had  real  cause  to  be  alarmed  at  the  intrusion  of  a  formidable  neighbour  into  the  beait  of  his  tsr* 
ritories,  who  might  be  able  to  rival  his  power,  and  exdte  his  vassals  to  shake  off  his  yoke.  Lord 
Erskine  having  pretended  a  right  to  the  earldom  of  Mar,  the  prior  resigned  it  in  his  favour,  some- 
time betwixt  the  lOth  of  September  and  15th  of  October,  1562  ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  Mary  con- 
ftrred  upon  him  the  title  of  Earl  of  Murray,  with  the  estate  annexed  to  that  dignity,  and  iriiidi  had 
been  in  the  possession  of  the  Earl  of  Huntly  since  the  year  1548."-^£«t/A,  p.  226.^— Dr.  BoberUon, 
vol,  ii.  p.  79*  83.  85.] 

This  sudden  advsncement  of  the  prior  to  the  earldom  of  Mar,  the  new  title  conferred  upon  him, 
the  encroachments  upon  Ihe  Earl  of  Huntl/s  dimaina,  and  the  great  influence  which  Murray  pos^ 
sessed  with  the  Queen,  naturally  induced  Huntly  to  conclude  that  his  &mily  was  devoted  to  d^truc* 
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along  with  mAny  others ;  and  the  queen's  army  returned  in  triumph  a.d.  1562. 
to  Aberdeen,  with  the  prisoners.  Several  of  them  were  speedily  tried 
and  convicted  before  the  justiciary  court,  which  was  still  sitting  in 
the  town,  and  suffered  the  punishment  due  to  their  rebellion  against 
the  queen.  Adam  Gordon  was  pardoned,  in  consideration  of  his 
youth ;  but  Sir  John,  his  brother,  being  the  principal  actor  in  this 
rash  and  inconsiderate  aff^ur,  was  doomed  to  the  scafibld,  andsuf-* 
fered  accordingly,  in  the  Castlestreet  of  Aberdeen,  two  days  after 
the  battle.*  The  instrument  called  the  maiden,  by  which  he  suf- 
ferede  is  still  preserved  in  the  town's  armoury.  His  body  was  buried 
in  Saint  Nicholas  Chiurch,  on  the  south  side  of  the  altar  dedicated  to 
the  Virgin  Mary. 

These  events,  so  disastrous  to  the  house  of  Gordon,  had  well 
nigh  proved  ^atal  to  it.  Loid  Ale»ander,f  the  Earl's  eldest  son, 
who  had  been  privy  to  his  fiitber'a  design,  was  seised  in  the  south, 
and,  upon  trial,  convicted  of  high  treason^  but  was  pardoned  through 
the  queen's  demency.  The  proceedings  in  parliament  against  this 
noble  family  were  afterwards  conducted  with  the  utmost  rigour,  and 
its  dowufai  appeared  to  be  fiast  approaching.  Some  years  afterwards, 
however,  pariian^it  thought  proper  to  repeal  the  act  of  attainder 
which  had  passed  against  the  fomily^  and  to  restoi^  to  it  the  estates 

and 


tioD.    The  present  disturbance,  therefare,  must  be  ascribed  more  to  a  sodden  start  of  resentment 
against  Murr^y^  than  to  any  premeditated  purpose  of  rebellion  against  the  Queen. 

*  On  this  awful  occasion  Queen  Mary  was  residing  in  the  lodging  of  the  Earl  of  Maiisohid,  on 
thte  «ocfdi  side  of  Ae  Castlestreet  Murray^  it  has  been  reported^  forced  her  to  the  window^  to  behold 
&e  meUnchofty  #Ate  ^AaA  «w«ited  the  man  whom  she  onoe  regarded*  When  on  the  scaffold^  Sir 
John  fell  «pon  Us  knee^  loridng  8tedfl»%  on  Mary.  TUn  was  mane  Shan  she  <xnild  bear ;  she 
melted  into  tears,  and  speedi^  Sir  John  received  the  fatal  stroke  of  the  4ixe.— «{[Gbr<fim>  HisUny  ^' 
the  Cordons  J  p.  100.] 

The  Earl  of  Huntly's  body  being  brought  to  the  town,  was  afterwards  conveyed  by  sea  to  Edin- 
burgh, and  kept  unburied  for  some  time  in  the  abbey  of  Holyroodhouse.  An  arraignment  of  high 
treason  was  preferred  i^gainst  liim  befwe  jparlignwnt,  on  the  SSth  of  the  subsetiuent  month  of  May, 
and  the  doom  of  forfeiture  was  passed  iigainst  the  family.-— [XesV/i'f  History^  p.  St2%,r-^AcU  of  Par* 
Uament,  rd.  ii.  p.  SJZ.^^tJrarvfard's  Officers  of  Stater\ 

f  He  married  Margmty  4ntgUet  of  Jmnea,  Duke  of  CfarteBifflgwlt,  Imt  «tied  without  issue.~ 
\JCrawforts  Peerage.^ 
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A.D.  1567.  and  honours,  in  the  person  of  George,  Earl  of  Huntly,*  the  second 
son  of  the  late  Earl. 

1571.  For  many  years  an  inveterate  animosity,  characteristic  of  the 
times,  had  subsisted  between  this  family  and  that  of  Lord  Forbes. 
Both  families  were  equally  actuated  by  the  spirit  of  revenge,  and  an 
eagerness  to  prosecute  their  deadly  quarrels.  Adam  Gordon,  who 
was  now  in  the  interest  of  the  queen,  had  been  recently  engaged  in 

Oct  10.  a  skirmish  with  the  Forbeses  at  Tulliangus  ;  after  which  he  availed 
himself  of  an  opportunity  to  attack  the  castle  of  Towie,  in  the  parish 
of  Leochell,  a  baronial  mansion  which  belonged  to  Forbes  of  Brux, 
one  of  this  family ;  but,  having  met  with  resistance,  he  set  fire  to  the 
castle,  and  the  lady  of  the  manor,  her  children,  and  servants,  to  the 
number  of  twenty-seven  persons,  perished  in  the  flames,  f  So  barba- 
rous an  act  could  not  fail  to  exasperate  the  Forbeses,  and  prompt 
them  to  seek  for  revenge.  John,  Master  of  Forbes,  did  not  long  he- 
sitate to  proceed  in  quest  of  Adam  Gordon,  whom  he  found,  with 

Nov.  20,  his  confederates,  at  Aberdeen.  They  met  at  the  Crabestone,  J  on  the 
south-west  side  of  the  town,  to  decide  their  quarrel  in  the  field,  and 
fought  with  the  utmost  fury;  but  the  Forbeses  were  defeated, 
and  put  to  the  route,  the  Master  of  Forbes  being  taken  prisoner.^ 
In  this  conflict  sixty  were  slain  on  both  side? ;  and  some  of  the  citi- 
zens seem  to  liave  been  actively  concerned  in  it,  probably  on  the 
part  of  Adam  Gordon.   It  would  appear  that  the  affair  was  afterwards 

1572.  represented  to  the  Earl  of  Morton,  when  regent  of  the  kingdom,  in  im- 
favourable  terms  for  the  citizens.  They  were  summoned  in  a  penal  ac- 
tion before  the  lords  of  the  privy  council,  for  this  and  other  offences,  on 
which  Patrick  Menzies,  one  of  the  baiUies,  was  delegated  by  the  magis- 
trates to  repair  to  Edinburgh,  with  the  utmost  expedition,  to  explain 
the  circumstances  to  the  regent.  In  this  mission  he  appears  to  have 
succeeded,  for,  not  long  after,  the  action  was  quashed ;  and  Morton 

was 


*  Acto  of  Parliament^  voL  ii.  p.  576.  t  Buchanan,  lib.  zx.  cap.  64. 

i  This  distinguished  stone  still  remains  in  the  front  wall  of  a  house,  on  the  south  side  of  the  old 
road  leading  to  the  town  from  the  south,  about  1200  yards  from  the  cross.  It  also  marks  the  site  of 
the  field  of  battle  gained  by  Montrose  over  the  Covenanters^  13th  September,  i644. 

§  Buchanan,  lib.  xx.  cap.  65. 
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was  pleased  to  grant  to  the  magistrates  and  comraimity  a  remission  A.D.  1572. 
of  all  past  crimes  and  .offences,  in  the  usual  form.^ 

At  this  period  the  disorders  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom  were 
become  intolerable,  and  crimes  of  every  kind  were  committed  with 
impunity.  The  regent  attempted  to  redress  these,  but  the  avarice 
which  he  betrayed  in  performing  it,  and  liis  own  exactions,  were  more 
oppressive  to  the  people  than  all  the  irregularities  which  he  re-- 
strained.  After  the  occurrences  which  have  been  just  related,  Aber- 
deen became  obnoxious  to  him,  and  was  marked  out  as  an  object  to 
gratify  his  avarice.  He  repaired  to  the  town  in  the  beginning  of  i574, 
September,  at  the  time  the  justiciary  court  was  sitting;  and,  having 
convened  the  citizens  before  him,  denounced  the  heaviest  vengeance 
upon  them  for  having  been  deficient  in  loyalty  to  their  sovereign 
during  the  late  commotions  among  the  nobility.  This  was  merely 
the  prelude  to  a  scheme  which  he  had  devised  to  wrest  from  the  citi- 
zens a  contribution  in  money.  The  scheme  was  conducted  with 
much  dexterity,  and  managed  with  his  usual  artifice.  He  introduced 
to  them  a  proposal  to  submit  to  the  payment  of  such  mitigation  or 
composition  as  he,  and  the  lords  of  the  privy  coimcil,  should  think 
adequate  to  their  offences.  In  vain  did  they  remonstrate  against 
such  an  exaction,  and  equally  vain  were  their  attempts  to  vindicate 
themselves.  After  many  meetings,  and  much  deliberation,  they  were 
at  length  constrained  to  acquiesce  in  his  demands,  that  they  might 
avoid  more  serious  consequences.  Six  of  them  were  associated  in  a 
bond,  to  which  the  common  seal  of  the  borough  was  aJSixed,  whereby 
it  was  stipulated  that  they  should  pay  4000  merks,f  as  a  composi- 
tion, to  be  raised  by  an  assessment  on  the  inhabitants  at  large.  With 
the  greatest  rigour  8000  merks  of  this  money  were  exacted  from 
them,  on  the  20th  day  of  the  subsequent  month  of  October ;  and  the 
remaining  1000  merks  the  regent  was  pleased  to  order  to  be  appro- 
priated to  the  support  of  the  hospital,  the  leper's  house,  and  the  pub- 
lic works  of  the  town.    At  the  same  time  another  bond  was  framed. 

It  and 


*  Re^ster  of  Births  and  Buiials,  vol.  i.— Council  Register,  yoL  zxviiL  p.  22. 

t  Equal  to  about  L.477  15$.  8d.  sterling.    One  thousand  merks  of  this  sum  were  assigned  ta 
Maijory  Douglas,  Lady  Ravenscraig,  and  paid  accordingly. 
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A.D.  1574.  and  signed  by  the  magistrates^  council,  and  the  whole  citizens,  bj 
which  they  were  expressly  bound  **  to  concur  with  the  king's  lawful 
lieges  in  the  defence  and  preservation  of  his  estate  and  authority ; 
and  not  to  entertain  traitors,  rebels,  or  conspirators,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, nor  to  elect  any  persons  to  the  council  of  the  borough,  but 
such  as  were  known  to  be  zealous  professors  of  the  true  Christian  re- 
ligion, as  now  established,  under  the  penal  sum  of  L.20,000."*  In  or- 
der to  give  some  semblance  of  justice  to  his  conduct  on  this  occasion, 
the  citizens  were  influenced  to  make  a  declaration,  acknowledging 
the  support  which  they  had  given  to  the  Earl  of  Huntly,  and  Adam 
Gordon,  his  brother,  during  the  late  rebellion.  These  matters  being 
thus  accommodated  to  his  mind,  a  remission  was  granted  by  the  re- 
gent to  the  magistrates  and  the  community  of  all  past  crimes  and 

1579.  offences.  In  this  year,  the  remembrance  of  old  transgressions,  and 
some  recent  irregularities  on  the  part  o£  the  citizens,  prompted  the 
regent  to  make  another  attempt  to  gratify  his  usual  rapacity,  at  the 
expence  of  the  community,  and  to  make  the  citizens  feel  the  weight 
of  his  ministerial  vengeance.  With  this  view  he  had  recourse  to  an 
expedient  which  created  no  little  alarm  among  them.  An  action  at 
law  was  brought  against  the  magistrates  and  the  community^  before 
the  king  and  the  lords  of  the  privy  council,  for  disfranchising  the  bo- 
rough, and  for  payment  of  the  penal  sum  of  L.20,000,  contained  ia 
the  bond  formerly  mentioned^  on  the  usual  frivolous  pretence  of  of- 
fences and  irregularities  having  been  committed  by  the  citizens.  In 
this  action  were  also  included  the  1000  merks,  being  part  of  the  for- 
mer composition,  which  he  had  directed  to  be  applied  to  the  benefit 

1.^81.  of  the  public  institutions,  f  Happily  for  the  town  and  the  commu- 
nity, as  well  as  for  the  nation,  his  downfal  was  fast  approaching ;  for, 
not  long  after,  he  terminated  his  career  on  the  scaffold.  King 
James  VI.  having  taken  the  reins  of  governuient  into  his  own  hands, 
the  further  prosecution  of  this  action  was  abandoned. 

A  short  time  after  Morton  had  been  declared  regent  of  the' king- 
dom, an  incident  occurred  which  at  first  appeared  to  be  pregnant 

with 


*  Council  Register,  vol.  xxviii.  p.  257—264.  S55.  t  Ibid.  vd.  xxix.  p.  800. 
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with  fatal  consequences  to  a  valuable  part  of  the  patrimony  of  the  A.D.  usl 
borough.    George  Auchinleck  of  Balmanno,  at  this  time  president 
of  the  supreme  civil  court,  nephew  to  the  regent,  had  obtained  a 
grant  of  the  lands  of  Polgowny^  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river  Don, 
and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town.     Morton,  when  in  the  pleni- 
tude of  his  power,  conceiving  that  he  might,  without  challenge,  dis- 
pose of  the  ancient  property  of  the  borough,  granted  to  his  nephew 
a  charter,  de  novo  damus^  in  which  was  comprehended  a  right  to  the 
salmon  fishings  of  the  river  Don  contiguous  to  those  lands,  althougli 
these  fishings  had  belonged  to  the  borough  and  the  community,  and 
had  been  occupied  by  the  citizens  without  interruption,  since  the 
time  of  King  Robert  Bruce,  from  whom  they  had  derived  their 
right.     Under  the  authority  of  this  grant  from  the  regent,  Auchin- 
leck proceeded  to  the  exercise  of  his  privilege  to  the  fishings,  which 
naturally  excited  a  considerable  degree  of  alarm  in  the  community, 
and  prompted  the  magistrates  to  attempt  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
laws,  for  obtaining  redress.     The  administration  of  justice  before  the 
civil  court  being  at  all  times  tardy  and  uncertain,  was  not  likely  to 
afiFord  speedy  relief  in  a  matter  of  this  kind,  more  especially  under 
the  government  of  such  a  minister  as  Morton.    In  the  year  1574 
mutual  law-suits  were,  however,  resorted  to,  in  order  to  support  the 
respective  claims  of  the  parties,  but  years  passed  away  in  fruitless 
and  expensive  litigation,*  and  the  community  obtained  no  redress. 
After  the  downfal  of  Morton,  when  the  government  of  the  kingdom 
had  devolved  upon  the  young  king,  the  magistrates  were  advised  to 
adopt  a  more  effectual  expedient  for  obtaining  restitution  of  the  pro- 
perty.    They  addressed  their  memorial  on  this  important  matter  to 
King  James  and  the  lords  of  the  privy  council,  who  were  at  this  time 
at  Dunnotter,  in  the  course  of  a  northern  excursion.    The  king  and 
his  council  were  so  fully  convinced  of  the  iniquity  of  the  grant,  and 
of  the  arbitrary  attempt  which  had  been  made  to  bereave  the  1)0- 
rough  of  its  ancient  rights^  that  they  did  not  hesitate  to  pass  a  revo- 

B  S  cation 


*  These  hw-suiti  cost  die  town  no  less  than  L.600>  which  were  assessed  on  the  inhabitants  at 

different  times ;  and  ultimately  the  magistrates  were  obliged  to  grant  leases^  in  reversion^  of  the  <| 

mills,  of  certain  fishings,  and  of  the  beQ  and  petty  customs,  in  order  to  raise  money  to  answer  this  \ 

ezpence.^C(miici7  Renter,  vol,  xxix.  p.  84b  307.  S63.  vol,  xxz*  p.  340.  342-3  I 
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AD.  1581.  cation*  of  the  charter  under  which  Auchinleck  claimed  the  property, 
so  far  as  it  extended  to  the  salmon  fishings*     This  revocation  after- 
wards 


•  ^'  At  bunotter,  the  xxii  day  of  Junij,  the  yeir  of  God  Jav€  four  scoir  yeirifi.— Anent  the  sup- 
plicationn  pntit  to  the  Kingis  Majestie  and  Lordis  of  secreit  Counsale^  be  the  Provest^  Counsale^  and 
Comunitie  of  the  bur^  of  Aberdene,  makand  mentionn.  That  quhairhis  Hienes  progenitor  King  Ro« 
bert^  of  gude  manorie^  quha  restis  w^  God^  sumtyme  beand  w^in  the  said  burg^^  persaving  the  bar« 
rennes  and  sterilitie  of  the  cuntrie  quhair  the  said  bui^  is  situat,  and  the  gret  honestie  y^of^  Togedder 
vf^  the  fervent  lufe  schawin  be  thame  to  his  Hienes^  and  his  progenitors^  then  and  at  all  tymes  of 
befoir.  Considering  alsua  thair  bauld  manheid  in  the  recoving  and  destroying  of  the  strong  casteU 
biggit  and  mantenit  thair  be  the  Englismen  sumtyme^  for  danting  and  suppressing  of  the  bur^  and 
cuntrie.-— Uponn  thir  respectis  dotit  the  said  bur^  and  comunitie  y^o^  of  his  bountiful!  liberalitie 
and  demencie^  with  certane  comoditeis^  liberteis,  and  immuniteis,  for  the  ayd  and  support  of  the 
same;  and  namelie^  with  anepece ground  callit  the  Stokkat,  adjacent  to  the  barg^,and  the  salmound 
fischeings  of  the  same  bur^  uponn  the  watteris  of  Dey  and  Done^  £at  yeurlie  pament,  to  his  Grace 
and  his  successors^  of  thre  hundreth  and  twentie  mkis  usuale  money  of  this  realme^  In  name  of  feu« 
farme^  As  yair  infeftment  thairof  proportis ;  According  to  the  quhilk^  they  and  thair  predecessors 
hes  peceabillie  bruikit  and  joisit  the  saidis  salmound  fischeings  of  the  samebur^  oontinewallie  sen  the 
obtenTg  of  thair  said  infeftment,  without  impedim^it  or  molestationn  of  cHiy  person^  0*11  laitlie 
within  thir  five  yeirs  last  bipast^  that  George  Auchinlek  of  Balmanno^  havand  the  lands  of  Polgoun 
and  Murk^^t  liand  contigue  to  the  salmound  fischeingis  of  Done,  on  the  north  and  north-eist  side 
of  the  saidis  fischeings,  purchest  ane  pndit  new  infeftment  of  the  saidis  lands,  indu&g  thairin 
salmound  fischeing,  per  modo  de  novo  damns,  qlk  he  nor  his  predecessors  never  had  in  ony  infieft* 
ment  befoir.  But  maist  wranguslie  purchest  and  gevin  be  his  moder  broder  the  Erll  of  Mortonn^ 
then  being  Regent  of  his  Hienes  realme  and  lieges.  Not  onlie  to  the  gret  dampnage  and  detriment 
of  his  Hienes,  the  comunitie  foirsaid,  and  thair  posteritie,  bot  alsua  to  the  gret  prejudice  of  hia 
Mateis  yeirlie  revenew  and  patrimony  of  his  crown;  In  sa  fiu*,  for  the  said  iVovest,  Counsale,  and 
Comuniteis  p^  that  gif  the  said  George  be  sufferit  to  cum  in  possessionn  (in  the  qlk  as  zit  be  nevir 
cam)  of  the  said  new  pndit  conquest  of  the  said  fischeing,  Thay  and  thair  successors  will  be  debar- 
rit  and  stoppit  fra  all  salmound  fischeing  on  that  watter,  in  all  tymes  cuing.  In  respect  he  pndis  his 
said  ifew  fischeing  to  be  betwix  thame  and  the  sea,  and  in  the  sea,  and  in  the  sey  forgains  jdie  watter 
mouth  of  Done,  Thair  scarring  and  debarring  of  the  salmound  fischis,  with  cobbilis,  airis,  and 
nettis,  stopping  thame  to  enter  in  the  watter,  and  thairby  chaissing  of  thame  agane  in  the  mayne 
sey.  To  the  saids  Provest,  Counsale,  and  Comunities  utter  heirischip  and  wrak.  Being  that  without 
the  industrie  and  comoditie  of  salmound  na  bui^  nor  inhabitant  of  bui^  culd  well  be  thair  be  desert 
aolitude.  And  as  concerning  his  Hienes  pt  in  prejudice  of  his  patrimony,  they  cannot  be  abill  to 
pay  the  yeirlie  feu  farme  of  thre  hundreth  and  twenty  mkis  to  his  Hienes,  gif  they  inlaik  the 
comoditie  q^foir  the  same  is  payit.  Mairowir  his  Matie  will  inlaik  the  yeirlie  dewitie  and  custume 
of  the  salmound  fisches,  qlk  now  is  pa3rit  yeurlie,  gif  the  salmound  be  not  taikin,  bot  8ta3dt  and  im« 
peidit  be  the  impediment  foirsaid,  for  the  maist  special  dewitie  and  custume  of  the  said  bur^  consists 
in  the  custume  of  salmound  yeirlie.  As  the  Cheker  comptis  testifies,  Swa  are  they  not  onlie  hurt  and 
dampnifeit  be  this  new  infefbnent  of  de  novo  damns,  bot  alsua  his  Hienes  patrimony  is  and  wilbe 
meikle  hurt  y^by.    Humilie  thairfoir  desyring  oure  Soverane  Lord,  That  for  releif  of  his  awin  oon-* 

t  These  lands  now  belong  to  the  heirs  of  Alexander  Fraseri  Esq.  of  Fraserfield,  and  are  distinguished  by  the  names  of 
Fraserfield  and  Murcar. 
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wards  obtained  the  sanction  of  parliament,  which  completely  termi-  A.D.  i58i. 
nated  this  business,  which  had  depended  for  several  years. 

The  affairs  of  the  kingdom  being  at  this  time  pretty  tranquil, 
King  James,  in  the  month  of  November,  this  year,  made  a  progress 
northward,  and  visited  Aberdeen  for  the  first  time.  He  was  re- 
ceived by  the  magistrates  amidst  the  loudest  acclamations  of  joy  of 
the  inhabitants,  who  neglected  nothing  which  could  express  their 
duty  and  affection  to  their  young  sovereign.  The  community  voted 
8000  merks*  for  a  preisent  in  gold,  to  be  tendered  to  his  Majesty, 
and  for  defraying  the  charges  which  might  be  incurred  on  the  occa- 
sion.   During  his  stay,  the  citizens  formed  a  daily  guard  to  attend 

his 


gciencej  Redres  of  the  said  Ptoreat,  Counsale^  and  Comunitie^  and  reteng  his  Mateis  awin  richt  and 
yeirlie  rent.  That  his  Hienes  wald  provide  remeid  heirto  be  revoiking  of  the  said  pndit  new  In- 
£eftment  of  de  novo  damus,  for  the  caui)^  foirsaids,  lykeaa  at  mair  lenth  is  contenit  in  the  said  sup* 
plicationn.  Quhilk  being  red^  sene,  and  considderit  be  his  Matie  and  Lordis  of  secreit  Counsale^  and 
they  having  respect  not  onlie  to  the  scaith  sustenit  be  the  saidis  Provest,  Counsale,  and  Comunitie^ 
be  granting  of  the  said  new  Infeftment  of  the  said  fischeing,  bot  alsua  that  his  Hienes  is  and  wilbe 
gredie  prejudgit  f^hj,  Respectand  thairw^  all  the  comoditie  that  shall  redound  to  his  Mades  self  be 
maVing  of  the  said  revocationn,  Hes  thairfoir^  eftir  mature  aduise  and  deliberationn^  Reuoikit^ 
cassit  anuUity  and  dischaiigity  Lykeas  his  Matie,  be  their  pntis,  with  auise  of  the  Lordis  of  his  se« 
creit  Counsale,  Revoikis,  cassis^  anullis,  and  dischairgis,  the  said  new  Infeftment  of  de  novo  damus, 
sa  fer  as  the  same  extendis  or  may  extend  to  the  saids  fischeingis  allenarlie.  As  given  to  the  said 
George,  in  his  Maties  minorities  not  only  to  the  scaith  of  the  saids  Provest,  Counsale,  and  Comu« 
nitie,  bot  alsua  to  the  gret  hurt  of  his  Hienes  awin  yeirlie  rent  Dedairand  the  same,  with  aU  that 
foUoMrit  or  may  follow  thairuponn^  touching  the  said  fischeings,  to  have  been  fira  the  begyning,  and 
to  be  in  all  tyme  cuming,  of  nane  availl,  force,  nor  effect  in  judgement,  or  outwith  quhair  the 
same  beis  producit" 

(Subscribed) 
♦'  Deir."         *'  MuNTROiss.*'  « JAMES  R." 

DORS,  **  Apud  Dunnotter,  xxii  Junij,  Jv.  lxxz^. 

sederunt; 

REX, 
Leubnax,  Dukferhuno, 

M0N7R0IS8,  Deir, 

Mar,  Sanct  Colmis  Inche; 

^'  Red,  past,  and  allowit  in  Counsall  sittand." 

(Signed)  '^  Joannbs  Andro," 

This  deed  was  ratified  in  parliament,  30th  October,  1^81. 
^  Council  Register,  yoL  xxz.  p.      5. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1^6  ANKALS   OF   ABERDEBK. 

AD.  1581.  his  Majesty,  and  he  and  the  nobility  were  entertained  with  playsy 
fastsj  histories^  antiques^  and  various  other  amusements,  which  were 
1582.  customary  at  the  time.     In  the  following  year  he  paid  them  another 
visit,  and  was  received  with  the  usual  ceremonies  and  marks  of  at- 
tention. 

1589.  On  the  24th  of  April,  this  year,  he  visited  the  town,  attended  by 
his  court,  and  was  received  by  the  magistrates  and  by  the  citizens, 
under  arms,  with  every  expression  of  joy  of  the  inhabitants.  But  this 
visit  appears  to  have  been  chiefly  intended  for  financial  purposes;  for 
a  call  was  made  on  the  community  for  a  loan  of  2000  merks,  which 
was  advanced  to  the  Earl  of  Angus  on  his  Majesty's  account.* 
Princes,  however,  seldom  think  of  repaying  money  which  has  been 
borrowed  from  their  subjects,  and  therefore  this  advance  never  was 
refunded  to  Aberdeen,  f  On  this  occasion  liberal  presents  were 
made  to  the  king  and  his  nobles,  in  wine,  wax,  and  spiceries^  as  was 
customary :  and  that  his  Majesty  and  his  nobles  might  exercise  ar« 
chery,  arrow  huts  were  constructed  at  the  Castlehill  for  their  ac- 
commodation. At  the  same  time  a  donation  in  money  was  presented 
to  the  Justice  Clerk,  agreeably  to  the  ancient  practice.:); 

About  this  time  the  king  had  formed  a  matrimonial  alliance  with 
Anne,  second  daughter  of  Frederic  II.  of  Denmark,  and  his  marriage 
was  an  event  in  which  the  nation  was  peculiarly  interested*  The 
Earl  Marischal  had  been  sent,  at  the  head  of  a  splendid  embassy,  to 
conclude  the  treaty  of  marriage  at  the  court  of  that  kingdom,  having 
received  powers  and  instructions  drawn  with  the  king's  own  hand. 
The  young  queen  set  sail  for  Scotland,  but  unfortunately  a  violent 
storm  drove  her  fleet  into  Norway,  which  circumstance  occasioned 
no  little  uneasiness  to  the  king.    He  instantly  fitted  out  some  ships, 

and 


*  Council  Register,  voL  xxxiL  p.  493. 

t  Several  years  afterwards  the  magistrates  attempted  to  recover  the  money  from  the  Earl  of  A&« 
gtts,  by  an  action  at  law  before  the  lords  of  the  privy  council;  bat  they  found  it  to  be  a  debt  of  the 
king's,  and,  of  oourae,  irrecoverable.— -[Ctmnci/  Register,  voL  xlv.  405.3 

%  Sir  Lewis  Bannatyne  of  Auchmull  received  seven  Scottish  rose  nobles  of  gold,  vabie  II  merks 
each ;  and  his  Gerks  one  rose  noble.^Co«nct/  Register,  vol.  xuaL  p.  5^1.3 
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and  sailed  for  Denmark,  attended  by  the  chancellor,  and  several  no*  A.D.  1589. 
blemen,  in  quest  of  his  bride.  Having  arrived  in  a  port  in  Norway, 
where  he  found  the  queen,  the  marriage  was  solemnized,  and  he  passed 
the  remainder  of  the  winter  at  the  court  of  Denmark*  During  his  ab- 
sence, no  period  of  his  reign  was  more  remarkable  for  tranquillity,  or 
more  free  from  those  commotions  which  so  often  disturbed  the  na- 
tion. In  order  that  Aberdeen  might  show  its  degree  of  importance 
in  the  state,  and  display  its  loyalty  and  attachment  to  its  sovereign  on 
this  important  occasion,  the  magistrates  fitted  out,  at  the  expence  of 
the  community,  a  ship  called  the  Nicholas^  under  the  command  of 
one  of  the  baillies  and  another  of  the  citizens,  to  form  part  of  the 
squadron  which  was  intended  to  convey  their  Majesties  home  to 
Scotland.  The  ship  sailed  from  Aberdeen  for  Denmark  on  the  16th 
April,  being  completely  armed,  and  decorated  with  **  ensigns^  JlagM^ 
and  streamers  of  war^  red  side  cloths^  and  gilded  tops.''  At  the  same 
time  there  appears  to  have  been  an  abundant  supply  of  provisions,  as 
well  as  of  other  necessaries,  on  board,  for  the  entertainment  of  those 
who  might  happen  to  become  visitors  in  the  course  of  the  voyage.* 

On  the  1st  of  May  the  king  and  queen  arrived  at  Leith,  and  met  1590. 
with  a  welcome  reception  from  their  subjects.  The  queen's  dowry, 
at  least  a  portion  of  it,  aj^ars  to  have  accompanied  their  Majesties ; 
for,  soon  after,  L.8000  of  the  money  were  given  in  loan  to  Aberdeen, 
bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  10  merks  for  each  L.100.  A  conside- 
rable part  of  this  sum  was  appropriated  to  extinguish  the  debt  which 
had  been  contracted  by  the  magistrates  for  the  expence  attending 
the  visits  of  the  king  and  his  nobles,  on  previous  occasions  ;  and  the 
remainder  was  advanced  in  loan  to  several  of  the  citizens,  on  mort- 
gages 


*  The  crew  consisted  of  thirty  mariners^  six  of  whom  were  expert  pflots ;  the  ordnance  was  six 
pieces  of  cast  iron,  a  piece  called  the  falconn,  and  another  the  ring  dog,  with  powder  and  shot ;  the 
provisions  comprehended  eight  barrels  of  salt  beef,  two  barreb  of  fresh  beef^  four  barrels  of  oat- 
meal, fiKur  barrels  of  keelinf  ,  one  \&nA  of  salmoD,  oat  baczel  of  butter,  tweDty*finir  banels  of 
baked  oal  lunai,  and  finur  banrek  of  white  biscuk;  the  Hquors  on  homd  were  ame  panektan  oi 
claret,  six  piacbeoas  and  nioeteeii  bwwb  of  ale.  John  CoUiaaD,«faaillie,  waa  appointed  oomiMnw 
der-iBM^bie^  asd  David  Endeaiicht  his  deputy;  and  L.I60  were  allowed  theoa  for  contingent  chargce. 
The  whole  expence  to  the  easamxxmty  amoiiated  to  I*l600^  (equal  to  UtOO  titn6ng)^<^C(mn€il 
Register,  vol,  xxxiii.  p.  598.  736.3 
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A.D.  1590.  gages  of  their  property.  The  money,  however,  does  not  appear  to 
have  remained  long  with  the  town.  Four  years  afterwards  L.7000 
were  called  for,  and  repaid  to  the  master  of  the  mint ;  and  the  re« 
maining  L.1(X)0  were,  in  July,  1594,  paid  to  Sir  John  Carmi^ 
chael,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expence  incurred  at  the  cele- 
bration of  the  baptism  of  the  young  Prince  Frederic  Henry,  Prince 
of  Scotland,  which  happened  in  the  end  of  August  that  year.* 

When  intelligence  was  brought  to  the  town  of  the  birth  of  the 
prince,  there  were  great  rejoicings  among  all  ranks  of  the  citizens. 
Sunday  being  the  day  appropriated  to  the  celebration  of  the  event, 
was  ushered  in  with  ringing  of  bells,  and  bonfires  on  the  streets. 
After  the  sermon  the  magistrates  and  principal  inhabitants  formed  a 
procession  through  the  town,  expressing  their  joy  in  psalmody  on 
the  happy  occasion ;  and,  what  may  appear  remarkable  in  this  reli« 
gious  aera,  the  remainder  of  the  day  was  devoted  to  festivity,  and  to 
drinking  wine  at  the  cross,  while  a  profusion  of  English  beer  was 
distributed  among  the  people  assembled,  as  usual  on  such  occasions,  f 

1592.  In  the  course  of  the  king's  progress  to  the  north,  this  year,  he 
arrived  at  Aberdeen  on  the  19th  of  February,  and  was  received  by 
the  magistrates  and  by  the  principal  citizens  at  the  bridge  of  Dee, 
whither  they  had  gone  to  meet  him.  On  his  arrival  in  the  town,  he 
was  presented  with  an  abundant  supply  of  wine,  sweetmeats,  and 
spiceries,  as  was  customary.:];  But,  notwithstanding  the  hberality 
and  attention  which  were  shown  to  him  by  the  citizens  on  this  and 
previous  occasions,  his  Majesty,  being  jealous  of  their  attachment  to 
the  family  of  Huntly,  and  of  their  still  entertaining  a  partiality  for 
the  ancient  form  of  religion,  was  pleased  to  exact  a  singular  bond 

from 


♦  Council  Reglflter^  voL  xzxiiL  p.  7S6.  774,  voL  xxxv.  p.  S57.  voL  soxvL  p.  7* 

t  Council  Register,  voL  zxxy.  p.  224. 

X  One  puncheon  of  old  Bourdeauz  wine,  with  spiceries,  vis :  four  libs,  of  pepper,  one  half  lib. 
of  mace,  four  ounces  of  safron,  one  half  lib.  cannel,  fourteen  libs,  of  tuckar,  two  dozen  of  buisiU 
fii  confectis,  one  dozen  buistis  c£  scarchetiis,  one  doien  of  hmitis  of  suckor  ahumdis,  one  dozen  of 
buiitU  of  confeciUmu,  and  a  chalder  of  coals.  The  captain  of  his  guard,  at  the  same  time,  received 
L.2(K)  for  dispensing  with  the  attendance  of  the  dtizens  on  his  Majesty,  in  his  progress  norths 
nrvd^^QmncU  Begiitcr,  vol.  zzziv.  p.  665.  67^.2 
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from  the  magistrates  and  the  community,  not  only  "  for  their  good  A-D.  1592. 
behaviour,  and  for  observing  the  true  doctrines  of  religion,  as  now- 
established  ;  but  which  also  bound  them  not  to  confederate  with  the 
Earls  of  Huntly,  Angus,  Errol,  Sir  Patrick  Gordon  of  Auchindown, 
and  certain  other  barons  of  the  north ;  nor  with  Jesuits,  priests,  pa- 
pists, or  declared  rebels/' 

Meanwhile  these  popish  lords,  who  were  the  heads  of  a  faction 
which  openly  favoured  the  views  of  Spain,  had  been  discovered  in  a 
conspiracy  against  the  king.  They  had,  for  some  time,  been  carrying 
on  a  negociation  with  the  king  of  Spain,  to  whom  they  had  tendered 
their  services.  It  had  been  concerted  to  land  a  body  of  his  troops, 
either  in  Galloway,  or  at  the  mouth  of  the  Clyde ;  with  which  they  in- 
tended, in  the  first  place,  to  establish  the  Boman  Catholic  reUgion  in 
Scotland,  and  then  to  make  an  attempt  to  invade  England  with  the 
whole  forces  of  the  kingdom.  For  this  and  other  acts  of  conspiracy 
and  treason,  and  for  their  disobedience  to  the  established  church,  for 
which  they  had  been  excommunicated,  a  parliament,  which  had  been 
called  for  the  purpose,  declared  them  guilty  of  high  treason,  and 
their  estates  and  honours  forfeited.  They  now  took  arms  against  1594. 
their  sovereign,  and  speedily  assembled  a  considerable  body  of  men, 
which  they  had  collected  from  their  numerous  vassals  and  depen- 
dents in  the  north.  In  this  posture  of  affairs,  the  king  gave  a  com- 
mission to  the  Earl  of  Argyle  and  Lord  Forbes,  two  powerful  chief- 
tains, at  enmity  with  the  conspirators,  to  invade  their  territories,  and 
to  endeavour  to  subdue  them.  The  Earl  of  Argyle  put  himself  at 
the  head  of  an  army  of  7000  men,  and  met  the  conspirators  at  Glen- 
livat,  in  Banffshire.  The  armies  encountered  each  other,  but  the  Oct.  5. 
king's  forces  being  unable  to  resist  the  impression  of  the  enemy's  ca- 
valry, were  unfortunately  defeated,  and  put  to  flight. 

The  king,  on  receiving  intelligence  of  this  disaster,  accelerated  his 
progress  to  Aberdeen,  where  he  collected  a  small  body  of  troops,  and 
was  joined  by  Lord  Forbes  and  several  barons  of  the  county,  who 
had  remained  steadily  attached  to  his  Majesty,  and  were  at  enmity 
with  Huntly  and  Errol.  The  appearance  of  this  force,  and  the  de- 
fection of  many  of  the  former  adherents  of  the  conspirators,  after  the 
late  battle^  obliged  them  to  seek  refuge  in  the  mountains.     They 

B  were 
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A.D.  1594.  were  at  last  reduced  to  extreme  distress  by  the  severity  of  the 
season,  and  obtained  the  king's  permission  to  retire  beyond  seas.  In 
the  meantime  their  lands  had  been  wasted,  and  some  of  their  castles 
burnt  and  demolished;*  while  others,  being  taken,  were  garrisoned  with 
the  king's  troops,  to  keep  the  country  under  proper  subjection.  The 
Duke  of  Lennox  was  left  at  Aberdeen,  as  his  Majesty's  lieutenant  in 
the  north,  and  tranquillity  was  re-established  in  the  country.  As  a 
mean  of  propitiation  for  his  favour,  the  magistrates  presented  to  him 
a  purse  of  L.206,  and  conferred  upon  him  the  freedom  of  the  borough : 
in  return  for  which  he  was  pleased  to  grant  a  remission  to  the  citi- 
zens, of  all  past  offences,  according  to  the  practice  off  the  times. 

Meanwhile  the  magistrates  of  Aberdeen  had  continued  firmly  to 
support  the  king,  and  to  promote  his  views,  particularly  with  regard 
to  those  who  still  persevered  in  favouring  the  popish  religion.  Three 
foreign  priests,  the  friends  and  advisers  of  the  conspirators,  having 
about  this  time  made  their  appearance  in  the  town,  were  seized,  and 
committed  to  custody,  till  the  king's  pleasure  should  be  known. 
This  seems  to  have  greatly  incensed  the  popish  lords,  who  not  only, 
by  violence,  rescued  the  priests  from  the  civil  power,  and  set  them  at 
liberty,  but  denounced  their  heaviest  vengeance  against  the  town, 
threatening  it  with  fire  and  sword,  and  other  acts  of  hostility,  which 
they  thought  proper  to  notify  by  a  very  singular  writing,  in  the  form 
of  a  letter,  under  their  hands,  addressed  to  the  magistrates.  This 
circumstance  appears  to  have  been  taken  up  in  a  very  alarmii^g  point 
of  view  by  Queen  Elisabeth's  envoy  in  Scotland.  The  queen,  at  this 
time,  was  exceedingly  watchful  of  the  motions  of  King  James,  and 
entertained  suspicions  of  his  favouring  the  designs  of  these  popish 
lords.  This  menacing  letter  was  very  early  communicated  to  her 
Majesty,!  and  the  matter  was  represented  as  a  daring  outrage  against 

the 


*  The  town  of  Abevdeoi  furnished  maaons'and  pioneers^  widi  utensils  and  gun  powd^^  &r  d&< 
niolishing  the  castles  of  Strathbogie  and  Slains. — [^Guildty  Accounts,  from  1594  to  ISQd.^ 

t  Liters  Minatoriie^  per  quosdam  Dominos  Scoticanos  Papal!  Religio&i  addictoai,  ad  Pra^sidem 
et  Ballivos  de  Aber(kne  missae. 

"  Provest,  BaiUies,  CohhulU,  and  Communkie  efAbirdette, 

*'  Considering  that,  againa  the  kwis  of  nations,  and  without  any  oidor  «r  justice,  m,  at  the 
apeiylQ  of  sum  of  our  enemyes,  or  of  indiscreet  malice  againa  us,  have  tane  and  imprissonit  thre 
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the  government,  and  the  authority  of  the  king.  The  hattle  of  Glen-  a.d.  159  (. 
livat,  howevejr,  having  taken  place  soon  after  this  occurrence,  and  the 
popish  lords  being  completely  subdued,  the  king  acquired  Eliza^ 
beth's  confidence,  and  the  town  was  saved  from  the  effects  of  their 
vengeance.  On  the  18th  of  October  the  king  came  to  Aberdeen, 
where  he  held  his  court,  and  remained  in  the  town  for  some  days. 
In  the  meantime,  he  was  graciously  pleased  to  dispense  with  the  per- 
sonal services  of  the  citizens  in  his  army,  at  this  time  in  the  north. 

s  2  The 


strangearify  gentlemen  qulia  war  own  in  the  cuntrie,  («8  we  ar  infonnit)  firem  other  Christian* 
Princes^  to  iute  nuuat  humblie  at  hit  MajeHie  our  Maiater  siun  ease  of  our  distressed  estaittis. 

€*  Thairfor,  as  we  have  travellit  with  sow  by  all  honest  and  fiiire  meanis  thir  dayes  bypast,  for 
yair  releifis,  swa  now  we  certifie  2ow,  by  this  present,  that  without  thir  gentilmen,  with  thair  haill 
aqiu|Mige,  be  put  to  liberties  rtnderit  and  dslyrerit  unto  us,  we  will  not  onelie  estcame  of  sou  as 
our  enemyes,  in  all  Qrmes  cunii^,  but  will  instantlie  persew  aow,  sour  toun,  gudis,  and  geir,  baith 
with  fyra  and  sworde,  and  all  uther  kynde  of  hostilities  consisting  in  our  possibiliteis  and  power ; 
and  it  sal  be  ane  perpetuall  querreQ,  to  stand  sa  lange  as  our  houses  and  posteriteis  shall  hist. 

''  Thus,  remitting  the  rest  to  sor  jugementis  and  opinion,  without  we  be  instantlie  satisfeit,  Vl^e 
gere  yir  prescntifl  ftr  ane  discharge  of  all  assuranets  bypast,  and  biddis  sow  be  at  sor  advantage. 
Writtin  the  ninetaeBtb  trf*  July,  oae  thousand  five  hundred  ninety  four. 

** Zf>n oi 2e d€9erve,  0(her pretaMe peax arnwire» 

«  Anous." 

'*  HUNTLIE." 

,  "  Errol." 

^  "  auchindoun.** 

DORS^-m^f  To  the  PrmfoH,  BmOki,  Qnmiott,  and  ConmmmH$  tfNm  Jbirdener 

"  liters  ad  quendam  Dominum  de  condlio  Reginse  super  Uteris  antedictis  ad  Abirdenenses  missis. 

''  Pleate  it  your  Lordship, 

**  Tar  discharge  of  my  promise,  I  send  heir  inclosed  some  notes  of  intelligence,  and  the  copy  of 
a  letter  writtyn  be  the  Papist  Lords  to  the  Tonm  qfAhirdene ;  which,  as  your  Lordship  has  perused, 
it  will  please  you  lykewyse  to  impart  to  her  MajesUe,  and  be  a  mesne  and  furtherance  of  my  second 
audience :  wherrin,  attending  her  Majesties  good  pleasure,  after  I  have  craved  pardon  of  this  my 
cmpeshing  of  your  Lordship,  I  take  leave,  committing  your  Lordship  to  God's  blissid  protection. 

^  London,  this  mominge,  the  8th  of  August,  one  thousand  five  hundred  ninety  four. 

a  Your  Lordahip's  alwayes  assured  to  cononand, 

"  R.  COMVEN." 

J^met's  F^edera,  voL  svi  p. ^56. 257. 
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A.D.  1596.  The  Earl  of  Huntly  and  the  other  popish  lords  having  found  it 
necessary  publicly  to  acknowledge  their  spiritual  errors,  and  their 
transgressions  against  the  king,  and  quietly  to  submit  to  the  es- 
tablished authority  both  of  the  church  and  state,  were  received  into 
the  bosom  of  the  former,  and  to  the  favour  of  his  Majesty.  It  was 
not,  however,  till  after  a  long  and  serious  conference  with  the  minis- 
ters of  religion  at  Aberdeen,  that  Huntly  was  convinced  of  his  spiri- 
tual errors.  Having  made  an  ample  confession  on  the  22d  March^he 
was  absolved  from  the  sentence  of  excommunication,*  which  had  been 
passed  against  him ;  and,  in  the  end  of  May  thereafter,  he  obtained 
a  free  pardon  from  his  sovereign,  who  restored  to  him  his  estates 
and  honours,  and  soon  after  advanced  him  to  the  dignity  of  Marquis 
of  Huntly,  on  the  occasion  of  solemnizing  the  baptism  of  the  Princess 
Margaret. 

This  ancient  and  illustrious  family  had  been  held,  for  several 
ages,  in  great  favour  by  the  community  of  Aberdeen.  In  the  middle 
of  the  fifteenth  century,  the  Earl  of  Muntly  and  the  citizens  were 
united  in  a  bond  of  man-rent^  for  their  mutual  support  and  defence. 
In  the  present  century  the  Earl  of  Huntly  filled  the  office  of  chief 
magistrate  of  the  town,  and  was  permitted  to  make  choice  of  his  own 
council,  in  opposition  to  the  powerful  influence  of  the  Menzies^  who, 
for  many  years,  had  directed  the  administration  of  its  civil  affairs^ 
In  the  year  1568  the  magistrates,  in  name  of  the  community,  pre- 
sented to  George,  late  Earl  of  Huntly, f  a  purse  of  500  merks,  for  his 
private  services  to  the  town.  In  the  year  1572  he  was  presented 
with  600  merks,  for  similar  services,  and  as  a  token  of  their  sincere 
regard  for  the  family,  f  In  the  year  1582  the  freedom  of  the  bo- 
rough had  been  conferred  on  the  present  Earl,  his  son,  and  also  on 
forty  of  his  friends,  chiefly  barons  of  the  county  :  and,  on  the  arrival 
1598.  of  the  Earl  at  Aberdeen,  about  this  time,  accompanied  with  the 

Duke 


*  Spottiswood^  p.  443. 

t  He  died  upon  the  20th  October,  1576,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son  George,  then  16  years 
of  age.'''^RegUter  of  Baptisms  and  Burials,  vol.  i.] 

X  Coimcil  Register,  vol.  xxvi.  p.  6l3.  vol.  xxvii.  p.  765* 
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£)uke  of  Lennox,  all  former  animosities  between  Huntly  and  the  ci-  a.d.  1598, 
tizens  being  now  buried  in  perpetual  oblivion,  he  was  received  with 
the  greatest  marks  of  respect  by  the  magistrates,  and  by  the  citizens; 
and  presents  of  wines  and  sweet-meats  were  made,  both  to  him  and 
the  Duke  of  Lennox,  as  tokens  of  their  esteem.* 

In  the  month  of  April,  this  year,  the  king  having  paid  a  visit  to  1600. 
the  town,  attended  by  his  court,  the  citizens  voted  to  him  a  liberal 
present  of  3000  merks,  in  money ;  and  also  wine,  spiceries,  and 
sweetmeats,  on  the  occasion,  to  the  value  of  550  merks  more.  In 
the  subsequent  month  of  May,  the  queen  made  a  visit  to  the  town, 
for  the  first  time,  and  was  received  with  every  mark  of  attention  and 
respect  due  to  her.  The  expence  incurred  on  this  occasion,  for  pre- 
sents and  entertainments  to  her  Majesty,  and  her  attendants, 
amounted  to  no  less  than  L.1838  6s.  8d.,f  which,  with  the  charge  of 
the  king's  visit,  was  raised  by  an  assessment  on  the  citizens,  in  the 
usual  manner. :]: 

At  the  close  of  the  sixteenth  century,  such  was  the  unsettled 
state  of  the  country,  and  the  disregard  which  was  shown  to  the  laws, 
that  the  town  and  neighbourhood  were  often  oppressed  by  the  high- 
landers  from  Birse,  Glen  tanner,  and  other  parts  of  the  country. 
Being  strangers  to  industry,  averse  from  labour,  and  unrestrained  by 
law,  they  committed  their  depredations  in  bodies,  carrying  off  cattle 
and  other  property  as  their  spoil ;  and  not  unfrequently,  when  they 
met  with  resistance,  murdered  men,  women,  and  children,  in  the 
course  of  their  predatory  excursions.  The  inhabitants  of  the  town 
were,  therefore,  kept  constantly  oh  the  alert,  and  obliged  to  have  re- 
course to  arms,  to  defend  their  own  and  their  neighbour's  property 
from  these  lawless  freebooters.  § 

The  mysterious  affair  of  the  conspiracy  against  the  life  of  King 
James,  by  John  Buthven,  Earl  of  Gowrie,  and  his  brother  Alexander, 

which 


'**  The  wines  consisted  otkuUock  and  tent,  &c.-^Council  Register,  voL  xxzvili.  p.  177- 

t  Amounting  together  to  L.384  40.  sterling  money. 

X  Coundl  Register,  vol.  audx.  p,  50S«  584.  §  Ibid,  vol  amiv.  p*  910- 
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A.D.  1600.  which  happened  at  this  time,  and  is  so  well  known  in  history,  created 
no  little  sensation  in  the  minds  of  the  citizens  of  Aberdeen*  whose 
loyalty  and  attachment  to  their  sovereign  was  particularly  distin* 
iGoi.  guished.  The  event  was  commemorated  this  year  by  the  magistrates 
and  the  citizens,  on  the  5th  of  August,  which  was  appropriated  as  a 
day  of  thanksgiving.  On  this  occasion  they  formed  a  procession 
through  the  streets,  manifesting,  in  psalmody,  their  joy  at  the  mira- 
culous escape  of  the  king  from  the  hands  of  the  treasonable  conspi- 
rators. The  cross  was  decorated  with  tapestry,  and  the  remainder  of 
the  day  was  devoted  to  drinking  wine  profusely  at  the  cross,  as  was 
customary.  In  order  to  express  their  abhorrence  of  the  attempt 
which  had  been  made  on  the  life  of  their  sovereign,  the  magistrates 
requested  Thomas  Cargill,  rector  of  the  grammar  school,  to  compose 
an  address  in  Latin,  which  was  presented  to  his  Majesty,  and  gra- 
ciously received.  For  this  performance  Mn  Cargill  received  from 
the  magistrates  a  remuneration  of  L,20.  * 

1603,  While  tranquillity  prevailed  at  home  among  all  ranks  of  meUf  this 
year  was  particularly  distinguished  by  the  union  of  the  two  crowns 
of  Scotland  and  England,  in  the  person  of  James  VI.  the  last  King  of 
March  24.  Scots.  King  James  being  now  caUed  to  the  throne  of  England*  on 
the  death  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  the  last  of  the  family  of  Tudor,  the  more 
considerate  foresaw  that  important  advantages  were  likely  to  result 
from  an  union  betwixt  the  two  nations,  which,  though  they  were  se- 
parated only  by  an  imaginary  line,  and  destined  to  form  one  great 
monarchy,  had  been  long  at  variance,  and  engaged  in  almost  perpetual 
so.  hostilities.  When  intelligence  of  this  event,  so  momentous  to  the 
country,  was  brought  to  the  town,  there  were  great  rejoicings  and 
gratulations  among  all  ranks  of  the  citizens.  The  magistrates  as- 
sembled the  inhabitants  in  the  church-yard,  by  sound  of  trumpet  and 
beat  of  drum,  in  order  to  receive  the  joyful  tidings  ;  bonfires  were 
made  upon  the  streets  by  the  people ;  the  cross,  as  usual,  was  deco* 
rated ;  and  the  bells  continued  to  ring,  at  intervals,  during  the  course 
of  the  day.    The  yoimger  citizens,  able  to  bear  arms,  were  exercised 

in 


«  Councn  BepABt,  vol  sL  p.  206. 179< 
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in  firing  voUics  with  their  hagbuts ;  and  the  latter  part  of  the  day  was  A.D.  i6os. 
(celebrated  by  the  most  respectable  inhabitants  with  a  profusion  of 
wine,  which  was  consumed  at  the  cross,  the  glasses  being  cast,  as  was 
customary  on  days  of  rejoicing.  The  magistrates  took  the  earliest 
opportunity  to  express  their  congratulations  to  the  king  on  his  acces- 
sion to  the  English  throne,  and  their  unalterable  attachment  to  his 
Majesty,  in  the  form  of  an  address,  which  he  graciously  received ; 
and,  in  return,  transmitted  to  them  a  letter,  expressive  of  his  affec- 
tion and  regard  for  the  town  and  the  community.  In  the  immediate 
subsequent  year  he  honoured  them  with  another  letter  to  the  same 
purport,  which  was  communicated  to  the  citizens,  assembled  in  a 
head  court,  in  the  usual  manner.* 

Although  James  had  now  been  absent  from  Scotland  for  up-  1617. 
wards  of  fourteen  years,  yet  at  no  period  of  his  eventful  reign  had 
his  authority  been  more  regarded  by  his  subjects  in  that  kingdom, 
or  peace  and  tranquillity  more  completely  established,  than  since  his 
accession  to  the  throne  of  England.  At  the  same  time,  the  adminis- 
tration of  public  affairs  had  been  conducted  with  an  order  and  mo- 
deration to  which  the  nation  had  been  little  accustomed  in  the  for- 
mer part  of  his  reign.  This  and  the  daily  proofs  which  the  king  gave 
of  his  partiality  and  friendship  towards  the  people,  secured  their  du- 
tiful obedience  both  to  him  and  his  government.  But,  for  some  time 
past,  James  had  entertained  a  design  of  making  certain  dianges  of 
ecclesiastical  discipline  and  government,  in  Scotland,  particularly 
with  regard  to  the  extending  of  episcopal  authority,  the  introducing 
a  few  ceremonies  into  public  worship,  and  the  establishing  a  superio- 
rity in  the  civil  above  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction.  With  this  view, 
and  in  order  to  renew  his  ancient  friendships  and  connections,  the 
king  had  resolved  to  visit  his  native  country  in  the  summer  of  this 
year.  Having  repaired  to  Edinburgh,  the  magistrates  of  Aberdeen 
received  early  intelligence,  by  letter,  from  the  lords  of  the  privy 
council,  of  his  intentions  to  remain  for  soinetime  in  Scotland  for  his 
'' spoH  and  game:'    They  were,  at  the  same  time,  advised,  that  he 

proposed 


*  CouiQeU  fi^atcTj  voL  lOi.  p.  S60.*  S05, 
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A.D.  1617.  proposed  to  make  a  progress  to  the  north,  with  his  attendants,  in  the 
course  of  which  he  intended  "to  pay  a  visit  to  the  chief  boroughs  of 
the  kingdom,  particularly  Aberdeen ;  which,  being  among  the  best, 
his  Majesty  was  so  much  the  more  anxious  that  all  things  be  so  or- 
derly provided  there,  that  there  appear  no  marks  of  incivility,  or 
token  of  penury  and  scant ;  and,  therefore,  recommending  that  lodg- 
ings be  prepared  in  the  most  handsome,  civil,  and  courtly  manner, 
with  good  bedding,  weU  washed  and  well  smeUed  napperie^  clear  and 
clean  vessels,  of  sufficient  largeness,  plenty  of  provisions  and  vivers ; 
the  streets  to  be  kept  clear  of  beggars  and  middings.''  This  minute- 
ly detailed  dispatch  being  communicated  to  the  citizens,  assembled 
in  their  head  court,  they  most  cheerfully  promised  the  strictest  ob- 
servance of  the  injunctions  which  had  been  given,  and  arranged  mat- 
ters accordingly.  However  well  prepared  they  may  have  been  for 
the  reception  of  the  royal  party^  they  were  extremely  mortified  by 
the  disappointment  which  they  met  with,  in  not  being  honoured  with 
a  visit  from  his  Majesty  on  this  occasion.  The  king,  although  he 
was  in  the  neighbourhood,  at  a  hunting  excursion,  did  not  gratify 
the  citizens  with  his  presencfe  ;  but  many  of  his  attendants  repaired 
to  the  town,  where  they  were  received  with  the  greatest  marks  of  at- 
tention and  respect.  Here  they  remained  for  sometime,  and  were 
hospitably  entertained,  at  the  expence  of  the  community.  The  ma^ 
gistrates  conferred  upon  them  the  freedom  of  the  town;*  and  that 
nothing  might  be  deficient,  in  the  way  of  respect  to  the  king,  David 
Wedderburn,  rector  of  the  grammar  school,  was  requested  by  the 
magistrates  to  compose  a  poetical  address,  in  Latin,  complimental  of 
his  Majesty  for  honouring  the  kingdom  with  his  presence  at  this 

time, 


*  The  following  attendants  of  the  King  were  admitted  burgesses  of  guild  on  this  occasion  :-^4Sir  * 
Thomas  Gerard^  Baronet^  Gentleman  of  his  Majesty's  Privy  Chamber ;  Sir  Thomas  Fuiridok^  one 
of  his  Majesty's  Sellars ;  Sir  Edward  Zutche,  one  of  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Privy  Chamber ;  Sir 
George  Gorine^  Lieutenant  of  his  Majest3r's  Pensioners ;  Sir  John  Leid,  Sir  Theobald  Gorges^  Gen- 
tlemen Ushers  of  his  Majesty's  Privy  Chamber ;  Dr.  Chalmers,  Physician  to  his  Majesty ;  George 
Spence,  Esq.  one  of  his  Carvers ;  Francis  Knightlie,  one  of  his  Cupbearers ;  Thomas  Stephaine, 
Cupbearer  Extraordinary ;  David  Ray,  one  of  his  Majesty's  Body  Guard ;  James  Auchmuty,  Patrick 
Abercrombie,  Richard  Caulvele,  Grooms  of  the  Privy  Chamber;  Adam  Hill,  Page  to  his  Majesty's* 
Privy  Chamber;  John  Freyand,  Serjeant  at  Arms;  Duncan  Primrose,  Seijeant  Surgeon;  John 
Wolfrnmla,  Apothecary;  and  Archibald  Armstrong.— ^CotinaY  Begiitcr,  vol.  idviii  p.  110.] 
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time,  and  which  appears  to  have  been  graciously  received.  For  tliis  a.d.  1611 
work  Mr.  Wedderburn  received  a  present  of  fifty  merks,  in  money, 
from  the  treasurer.  Before  James  returned  to  England  he  granted  a 
renovation  of  the  ancient  charters  of  the  borough,  by  which  he 
confirmed,  in  the  most  ample  manner,  all  the  former  rights,  privi- 
leges, and  immunities  of  the  citizens.  The  charter  of  confirmation 
is  dated  at  Faulkland,  17th  July.*  This  was  the  only  visit  which 
King  James  made  to  his  native  kingdom,  and,  having  accompUshed 
the  objects  which  he  had  in  view  by  his  journey,  he  returned  to 
England,  where  he  died  a  few  years  afterwards,  being  succeeded  by 
his  unfortunate  son  Charles. 

This  year  Thomas  Menzies  of  Durn,  provost  of  the  town,  was  1620. 
delegated  to  repair  to  the  court  of  England,  on  a  mission  concerning 
some  civil  affairs  of  the  community.  Being  introduced  to  King  James, 
he  was  graciously  received,  and  had  the  honour  of  knighthood  conferred 
upon  him  in  his  Majesty's  privy  chamber.  On  this  occasion  Sir  Tho- 
mas presented  to  the  king  a  pearly  which  had  been  found  in  a  muscle 
shell,  in  the  brook  of  KeUy,  which  runs  into  the  river  Ythan.  It  was 
considered  by  the  jewellers  of  Edinburgh  as  the  most  valuable  that 
had  been  seen  at  that  time ;  and,  according  to  tradition,  it  holds  a 
place  in  the  imperial  crown  of  Britain,  f  In  return,  the  king  granted 
to  him  certain  lands  near  Dunfermline,  and  the  custom  of  merchant 
goods  in  Aberdeen,  during  his  life.  Sir  Thomas,  however,  enjoyed 
these  honours  and  property,  which  had  been  bestowed  upon  him  by 
the  king,  for  a  very  short  time,  having  died  at  Wooler,  on  his  return 
homeward,  in  the  end  of  September,  after  he  had  been,  in  his  ab- 
sence, re-elected  provost  for  the  ensuing  year.  J 

About  this  time  the  town  was  put  under  considerable  alarm  by  1626. 
the  appearance  of  a  Spanish  fleet  upon  this  coast,  to  the  number  of 
fourteen  sail  of  the  line.     This  fleet  had  probably  been  fitted  out  by 
Spain,  in  consequence  of  the  attack  which  had  been  made  upon  Ca- 

T  diz. 


♦  CouncQ  R^8ter>  voL  zlviii.  p.  169'.  1 77-— Archives  of  the  Town, 
t  History  of  Aberdeen,  in  1685,  by  PhilopolUeus,  p.  238,  239. 
i  Council  Blister,  voL  zliz«  p.  737. 
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A.D.  i€26.  diz  by  the  English  fleet,  under  Sir  Edwaid  CecU,  lately  created 
Viscount  Wimbleton,  and  which  had  completely  failed  in  its  object, 
from  the  improper  conduct  of  the  army.  The  appearance  of  so  nu- 
merous a  fleet  on  the  coast  of  Scotland  being  en  unusual  circum- 
stance, the  magistrates  put  the  town  in  a  proper  posture  of  de- 
fence, lest  the  enemy  should  attempt  a  landing.  Six  pieces  of  i«m 
ordnance,  weighing  8500  libs,  each,  were  provided,  with  a  proper 
supply  of  ammunition,  for  the  blockhouse ;  and  the  citizens  were 
mustered  and  trained  to  arms,  under  Captain  Hurrie ;  but  the  fleet 
having  disappeared,  and  no  hostile  attacks  being  attempted  upon  any 
part  of  the  coast,  the  alarm  subsided,  and  a  treaty  of  peace  was  soon 
after  concluded  between  England  and  Spain. 

1633.  This  year  King  Chailes  repaired  to  Scotland,  attended  by  his 
court,  in  order  to  hold  a  parliament  there,  and  to  go  through  the  ce- 
remony of  coronation.  The  nobility  and  gentry  vied  with  eadi  other 
in  manifesting  their  attachment  and  regard  to  their  sovereign  on  this 
occasion,  not  anticipating  the  many  calamitous  events  which  were 
so  speedily  to  follow.  The  magistrates  of  Aberdeen  did  not  neglect 
to  contribute  to  the  splendour  of  the  scAemnity,  as  far  as  in  their 
power.  They  delegated  Paul  Menzies,  their  provost,  and  Fatri<^ 
Leslie,  one  of  the  baillies,  to  represent  the  town,  both  in  paiiictraent 
and  at  the  coronation.*  For  defraying  their  diarges,  the  sum  of 
8000  meiks  was  voted,  to  be  paid  to  them  from  the  treasuiy  funds ;  «»d 
the  dean  of  guild  had  been  previously  directed  to  advance  S00frai&s» 
for  purchasing  conjhctionsy  to  be  tendered  to  his  Majesty  on  Ihs  arri- 
val in  Scotland.  The  provost,  on  his  being  presented  to  the  king, 
had  the  honour  of  knighthood  conferred  upon  him,  as  a  maik  of  liis 
Majesty's  regaid  to  the  towa. 


*  The  provost's  charger^  at  the  coronation^  yms  equipped  with  a  silk  mantle,  onuunented  with 
velvet,  and  iringed,  small  pesmenis,  and  pear  buttons,  the  expense  of  which  was  L.121  6s.  The 
charge  of  the  saddle,  harnessing,  bridle-bit,  and  stirrup-irons,  was  L.80  Ss.  4d.  These  appoint- 
ments are  preserved  in  the  town's  avmouiy  to'fimMj*  Dm.  William  Peribes  and  ftdbert  fiavon, 
two  of  the  ministers  of  the  town,  attended  the  ceremony  of  the  coronation,  and  preached  before  the 
king,  by  order  of  the  Archbishop  of  St.  Andrew's.— [HTcwnct?  Itegister,  veil.  Ti.  p.  204.  442.] 
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MISCELLANEOUS  OCCUBMENCES  IN  ABERDEEN, 

From  the  Year  1557  to  1 633. 


1557    Bridge  over  the  Denbunij  of  two  arches^  was  ordered  to  be  btuk 

.— -    Saint  Nicholas  Market  was  proclaimed^  to  be  held  within  the  town  yearly^  for  Itfkeen  days^ 

posterior  to  the  15th  of  October 
«-i.-«    Thomas  Menzies>  provost^  and  David  Marr^  baillie^  were  delegated  to  repair  to  Edinburgh, 

to  treat  and  conclude  concerning  Queen  Mary's  mairiage  with  Francis,  Dauphin  of 

France 
1 560    One  half  net  of  the  Fishings  of  Don  was  leased,  for  one  year,  for  seventeen  barrels  of  sahnon; 

one  eighth  part  of  the  Cruives,  for  nine  barrels;  one  third  part  for  eleven  barrels ;  one 

half  net  of  the  Pot,  for  six  barrels ;  and  one  half  net  of  the  Raik,  f<Mr  twenty  barrels 
1565    Sir  Patrick  Lermond  of  Dersy,  Andrew  Wood  of  Largo,  Andrew  Wood,  younger,  Alexan- 
der Trail  df  Blabo,  Andrew  Murray  c^  Baward,  William  Lmiday,  sen  and  heir  of  ^— . 

Lunday  of  that  ilk,  surrendered  themselves,  in  the  lo^^pngs  of  Davi^  Marr,  baillie,  as 

prisoners,  in  terms  of  the  King  and  Queen's  letters 
m  ■■■  ■    The  Town  Serjeants  were  ordered  to  receive  yearly  4s»  from  every  burgess  of  gu3d,  and  2s. 

from  every  artificer,  fbr  dieir  Christmas  fee» 
•— «-•    Twelve  tons  of  Wine  were  demanded,  for  account  of  the  King  and  Queen,  from  the  mer« 

chaats  of  the  town,  of  an  importation  from  Bourdeanx 
1568    The  pestilence  raged  in  Edinburgh  and  Montrose 
.— *    A  ship  belonging  to  Thomas  NiccAson,  merdiant,  was  lost  on  the  coast  of  RbOaiid,  and 

himself  and  seventeen  other  merdbants  of  Aberdeen  peridied  on  board 
1571    The  Streets  without  the  Ports  were  ordered  to  be  paved  and  repaired 
1574    John  Ewyne,  burgess  of  Aberdeen,  was  convicted  of  coining,  and  hanged  and  breaded 
»-—    Gilbert  Knowles,  elder  burgess,  and  Gilbert  Knowles,  his  son,  were  slain,  near  Ae  Gruives, 

by  James  Gordon,  brother  to  the  Laird  of  Abergddie,  Ist  December 

1576  The  first  day  of  May  being  attended  with  a  tempestuous  stonit  of  snow  and  rain,  ftmn 

the  W.  N.W.  was  now  called  etnlMay^day 

1577  A  Comet,  or  blazing  Star,  appeared  in  the  West  on  the  iMi  November,  and  continued  to  be 

seen  every  evening,  for  one  month 

■  ■      ■    Adam  Donaldson  beheaded,  25th  May,  for  the  slaughter  of  John  Tawse,  5(Hh  April 

1578  A  tempestuous  storm,  on  Tuesday  t5th  March,  from  S.W.  and  N«N.W.  occasioned  much 

damage  to  the  Church  and  to  the  houses  m  the  town 
-«—    Patrick  Johnston,  son  to  Mr.  George  Johnston,  baillie,  was  skin  by  Keith  of  Ludquham 
—    The  Town  Serjeants  ordered  to  carry  daily  their  halberts  on  their  shoulders,  with  swords 

1579  A  contribution  of  100  merks  was  made  by  the  inhabitants,  for  the  support  imd  relief  of  pri-' 

soners  at  Morocco,  who  had  been  taken  by  the  Turks 
— —    Thomas  Wright,  servant  to  Lord  Forbes,  was  beheaded  2Sth  May,  for  daying  a  servant  of 
the  Laird  of  Gartly 

1580  Alex.  Innes,  Laird  of  Crombie,  was  dain  at  Martin  Howieson's  house,  by  the  Laird  of  In- 

veimarkie,  in  a  private  quarrel 

■  !■■■    Alex.  Menzies,  son  to  Gilbert  Menzies,  provost,  was  slain  by  WiOiam  Forbes  of  Portlethen, 

at  the  Loch  of  Lowerston 

T« 
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1582    Walter  Innes^  servant  to  the  Laird  of  Glenkindy^  was  slain  in  Aberdeen^  by  Jolm  Jack 

1584  The  pestilence  raged  in  several  towns  and  places  in  the  South.     For  preventing  its  infection 

among  the  inhabitants^  they  were  prohibited  from  receiving  or  lodging  any  strangers^ 
A  gibbet  was  ordered  to  be  erected  at  the  cross,  another  at  the  Bridge  of  Dee^  and  ano« 
ther  at  the  harbour  mouth ;  and  if  any  infected  persons  arrived  by  sea  or  land,  or  if  any 
inhabitant  received  or  harboured  them,  or  gave  them  meat  or  drink,  the  men  were  adjudged 
to  be  hanged,  and  the  women  to  be  drowned 
■■  ■■  Alex.  Keith  of  Auquhorsk  was  slain  by  John  Chalmers  of  Balbithan 
'  William  Guild,  son  to  Matthew  Guild,  armourer,  was  slain  by  John  Leslie,  son  to  James 
Leslie,  burgess 

Alex.  Anderson,  one  of  the  poor  in  St  Thomas'  Hospital,  was  slain  by  Alex.  Blyndcele, 

8tli  February 

—  Alex.  Blyndcele  was  convicted  for  this  crime,  and  publicly  drowned  at  the  Quayhead,  18th 

February 

1585  Margaret,  Anne,  and  Marion  Duncan,  convicted  of  receiving  and  giving  meat  to  strangers 

suspected  of  the  pestilence,  were  adjudged  to  be  punished  with  death ;  but  pardoned  by 
the  magistrates,  on  the  solicitation  of  Sir  William  Ker  and  Sir  Robert  Maxwell,  and  or« 
dained  to  be  banished  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Town  Council 

1586  John  Greyne,  and  ■■  Ogilvie,  his  wife,  Marion  Lyon,  spouse  of  Archibald  Douglas, 

and  Katharine  Steven,  were  convicted  of  poisoning  a  child  begotten  in  adultery.  John 
Greyne  was  hanged  and  quartered,  and  his  head  fixed  upon  the  Justice  Port ;  and  the 
women  were  publicly  drowned 

1587  Twenty-four  Watchmen  appointed  for  protecting  the  town  from  depredations  during  the 

night,  to  continue  from  eight  at  night  till  five  o'clock  in  the  morning 

—  Elspeth  Mychall,  spouse  to  Patrick  Mavor,  burgess,  was  convicted  of  child  murder,  and 

publicly  drowned  at  the  Quayhead,  27th  March 
.^•^—    John  Keith  of  Clackriach  was  cruelly  slain,  at  the  Justice  Port,  by  William  Gordon  of 
Gight 

1588  John  Wischart,  Cordwainer,  was  slain  by  James  Spaldeston,  Hangman,  who  was  hanged  for 

the  crime,  and  his  head  fixed  on  the  Justice  Port 

1589  George  Nasmith  murdered  in  the  town  on  20th  February 

—  Tempestuous  storm,  on  the  evening  of  Friday,  l6th  of  January,  from  W,S.W.  blew  down 

the  steeple  of  the  Tolbooth,  and  the  steeple  of  the  Cathedral,  Old  Aberdeen 

1590  Forty  soldiers  furnished  by  the  town  to  the  Earl  of  Huntly's  army,  sent  to  subdue  Lauchlan 

M'Intosh,  and  other  highland  rebels 
——    Forty  hagbutters  furnished  by  the  town  to  the  Earl  Marischal,  to  enable  him  to  recover  the 

House  of  Deer,  taken  possession  of  by  Mr.  Robert  Keith 
— —    Alex.  Taylor  appointed  Public  Post  by  the  Magistrates,  for  carrying  dispatches.     He  was 

clothed  in  blue,  with  the  town's  arms  on  the  right  sleeve  of  his  coat 

1591  Patrick  Bisset,  son  to  Mr.  Gilbert  Bisset,  slain  by  Alexander  Anderson 

1 592  John  Johnston  slain  in  the  tumult,  27th  September 

The  Dean  of  Guild  was  appointed  Procurator  Fiscal  for  the  town 

1593  A  Market  was  ordered  to  be  held  in  the  town,  for  Merchandize,  for  Horse,  Nolt,  Sheep,  &c' 

to  endure  for  eight  days 

1594  .—_  Douglas  and  — —  Litster,  two  malefactors,  were  executed  this  year 

1595  John  Justice  was  appointed  Executioner,  by  the  Town  CouncD,  for  executing  the  sentences 

of  banishment,  scourging,  burning,  tormenting,  or  otherwise  punishing  malefactors 
— «-    Meal  Market  ordered  to  be  built,  of  wood;  on  the  East  end  of  the  Tolbooth 
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16^5    Back  V^ynd  laid  out,  on  the  West  side  of  the  Church^yard 

1596    Andrew  Brown^  Robert  Laird^  John  Johnston^  and  Robert  Bruoe^  were  executed  at  the 

Blockhouse,  for  piracy  of  a  ship  of  Bruntisland 
1598    A  contribution  was  made  by  the  citizens  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Had«i 

dington,  which  had  been  destroyed  by  accidental  fire 
1601     The  Spring  o£  this  year  was  remarkable  for  stormy  weather.     On  the  25th  March  the  ground 

was  neither  laboured  nor  sown ;  and  the  cattle  died  through  want  of  provender 

1603  A  warrant  was  sent  to  the  Magistrates,  from  the  Lords  of  the  Privy  Council,  to  apprehend 

Sir  GriflBn  Markham,  William  Watson,  and  William  Clark,  Priests,  who  had  attempted  to 
take  the  life  of  King  James 

1604  A  quota  of  sixteen  men  ordered  from  the  town,  to  join  the  King^s  forces  in  besieging  Dum-i 

breck  House,  by  order  of  the  Privy  Council  ^i 

— —    Notice  was  sent  by  the  Privy  Council  to  the  Magistrates  of  the  pestilence  raging  in  North 

Berwick,  Prestonpans,  and  Edinburgh;  on  whidh  account  the  Court  of  Session  had  ad« 

jounied  on  24th  June 
— —    Patent  for  opening  a  Stone  Quarry,  within  the  freedom  lands,  granted  to  John  Mason,  for 

five  years,  for  supplying  the  inhabitants  with  stones  for  doors  and  windows 

1605  Alex.  Rutherford,  late  Firovost,  was  sent,  as  one  of  the  four  Commissioners  from  the  bo- 

roughs, to  En^bnd,  concerning  the  Union  proposed  between  the  two  kingdoms 
■         Intdligence  of  the  Gunpowder  Plot  arrived  in  the  town  on  the  ISth  of  November,  which 
was  kept  as  a  day  of  thanksgiving,  iec. 

1607  A  watch  of  twelve  persons  appointed,  for  protecting  the  town  during  the  night  time 
_—    Margaret  Panton,  convicted  by  a  Jury  of  thirteen  perscms  of  blasphemy  and  fornication,  and 

banished  from  the  town  for  life 

1608  A  shock  of  an  earthquake  was  felt  in  the  town  on  Tuesday  the  8th  of  November,  about  9 

o'clock  in  the  evening 
■  The  pestilence  which  raged  in  Dundee,  Perth,  and  other  places  in  the  South,  broke  out  and 

raged  in  Torrie ;  and  the  Changer  was  ordered  to  bum  the  dead  bodies 
1613     Startonius,  a  German,  was  executed  abroad  for  an  infamous  libel  against  the  whole  Scottish 

nation.    The  expence  of  the  prosecution,  being  L.6OO  sterling,  was  claimed  from  the 

boroughs  of  Scotland ;  and  Aberdeen  was  charged  for  its  proportion,  by  order  of  the  king 
■     ■     Flesh«house  ordered  to  be  built  on  the  North  side  of  the  Castlestreet 

1615  Alexander  Ruth^ord,  Provost,  having  died  in  office,  the  new  and  old  Councils  resolved 

that  no  new  election  should  take  place  till  Michaelmas ;  in  the  meantime,  that  the  senior 
Baillie  should  act  as  Moderator  or  Chancellor 
I.    ■       The  Town  Serjeants,  being  five  in  number,  ordered  to  be  clothed  in  the  town's  livery,  being 
a  Juip,  of  red  staimng,  with  the  town's  arms  embroidered  thereon 

1616  The  General  Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  met  at  Aberdeen  on  the  Idth  August,  the 

Earl  of  Montrose  being  the  High  Commissioner 

1617  James  Craighead,  Flesher,  was  pilloried  at  the  cross,  crowned  with  a  paper  label,  and  ba- 

nished the  town,  for  insulting  one  of  the  BaiUies,  by  saying,  **  My  malediction  I  give  to 
*^  *Baillie  Gray,  by  all  the  Baillies  of  Aberdeen :  I  am  as  honest  and  true  as  any  of 
«  his  kin." 

161 8  The  great  stone,  called  Knock  Maitland,  was  removed  from  the  harbour  mouth  by  David 

Anderson 

1619  Military  muster  of  the  inhabitants  was  made  on  the  9th  of  August,  in  the  Links,  when 

there  appeared  550  fensible  men.     They  were  armed  with  two-handed  swords;  the 
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pike  and  flpearmen  in  two  scfMraile  divmans^  and  the  kttglmHen  in  voc/Qxet.    Thdie  who 
-were  absent  being  ined  L.5  eadi 

1619  The  Duke  of  Lennox  arrived  in  the  toini,  and  wm  reoeiTod  by  the  citizem  with  militarj  ho- 

noinrfl^  12th  August 

1620  Sir  Thomas  Menaies^  Pft>vo8t,  havii^  died  in  office,  David  Rtttkerfard  was  elected  in  his 

place 

1621  Two  Corn  MiDs  were  erected  in  the  flood-mark,  near  the  Qnayhead 

mmmmm    PMeDt  foT  coong  moky  CluiHBies  granted  by  the  Town  Coondl  to  Jolm  Watsoiiy  Ar  thseo 

years 
1624    The  town  of  Dunfermline  destroyed  by  accidental  fire  StSA  ybcif  ;  ddO  houses,  oecupied  by 

Sd7  fianilies,  burnt  to  the  ground,  also  500  boUs  of  grain  bvnt  in  bams^— L.IGOO  co». 

tribttted  by  Aberdeen  towards  the  rdief  of  tbt  suffevefs 
1636    Troops  fiv  Crcmany  levied  by  Colonel  M'Kay,  in  the  town 
iHS    9Up  of  wav,  called  the  Thistie,  under  the  rornmand  of  Jamee  Awdunowtie,  pot  into  the 

harbour  by  stress  of  weather,  and  1300  marks  advanced  le  him  by  die  magistrates,  for 

supplies  to  the  ship  and  crew 
1652    Bridge  over  Buadnnn  ordered  to  be  boih 
mmmm^    Proposab  fiv  bringing  fountain  water  into  the  tewn  saiiciicwwd  by  the  Head  Court;  and  the 

Craftsmen  agreed  to  conkribate  loea  merke  towsrds  the  expenoe 
1658    Coranation  of  King  Charles  osMnated  in  the  tewn  wiHi  boiiAres»  firing  of  12  pieeea  of  esd^ 

nance,  and  drinking  two  puncheons  of  wine  at  die  Chiss. 


Tkue Misedlanam  Oceurraiceiy  ^wdlag  O^temmikml  mOig  md  €f  tke preadmg  Ciafterr 
have  been  ooUecUd  Jhm  the  CwncU  RegUUr,  Oe  Registers  of  Baptism  and  BwriiA  Jbr  St.  Nicholas 
Church,  Jrem  the  Journals  tf  the  Church  Session,  and  other  authentic  documents. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


SECTION  II. 


Proceedings  efthe  Citizens  at  the  imnual  visitation  of  the  PuUic  lAmde, 
^c-^Patrimony  of  the  JBcrough  given  €^  in  foefar»^^Conititution 
of  the  severai  Corporations  of  Artifieersj  ^--Stn^^  ietmeen 
them  and  the  Burgesses  of  Guild-^-^^mmon  Indenture^^Proceedings 
tettwen  the  Burgesees  of  Ckiiid  and  the  Administrators  of  the  Town 
^^Tumsdtuowg  froeeedingsj  JffC-^Deeree  drUtral  of  King  James^-^ 

Decree  of  the  Convention  of  Borougksy  fixing  the  set  of  Aberdeen 

Plague^^Leprosj^'^Witdmraft^  4md  PtmsskmesUs^-^Andent  Gasnes, 
i^.  feM  into  disuse^^Modem  Play^^^Printing^m^Benevoient  Aidt^ 
Feasting-^Di^sition  qfdiepeople^^CkurcA  jSession^^^Anoient  Cme^ 
tome  ^oontimted'^FuneraiSf  ^c^^-^JdwiiU^pal  Laws^'^^XJiommercef  imi 
indioation  of  Mmmifactwres^^^Cwuge  in  dradation^^^PunishsnentS'^^ 
DresSy  ^e.'^*^opMiation--^iSirnameS''^Taibles  of  Births  and  Bmrudsj 
^y'^^  CordrSMlions  to  the  State^  4^c.  mnd  of  Prices  of  Prow* 
sionSf  %c 

Froh  A.D.  1559  to  A.D.  l6SS. 

Ik  ^onlbrnuty  to  ovnr  ^an,  ire  ihsHi  stop  for  a  nvl^ie  in  tiie  narra- 
tke  <£  puiblic  events,  in  onler  to  revert  «a  those  iocal  nartters  which 
idccurved  duriiig  the  present  aera.  In  i^e^iewin^  these,  ^we  shall,  ^ 
Ijbe  MQie  tine,  fiveflent  a  sketch  of  4he  maimers  and  custooM  «till  in 
lAiserTaoce  sfmwig  tbe  people. 

From  an  early  period,  the  citizens  would  seem  to  have  been  ex- 
ti%imely  tenacious  (^  those  ajucient  posskessoons,  which  we  have  already 
had  occasion  to  enumerate,  belonging  to  the  community.  At  the 
same  time,  it  would  appear,  that,  for  a  long  period  of  years,  prudence 
and  economy  had  directed  the  administrators  in  the  management  of 
Ifce  reremie  arising  from  Hiese,  tis  far  tts  chtjumstances  would  permit 

The 
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The  boundaries  of  the  lands  being  very  extensive,  were  generally 
surveyed,  once  every  year,  by  the  magistrates,  accompanied  with  the 
younger  citizens,  who  were  able  to  ride.*  They  perambulated  the 
line  of  marches,  to  see  that  the  land-marks  were  duly  preserved,  and 
that  no  encroachments  had  been  made  by  conterminous  proprietors. 
On  these  occasions  it  was  customary  to  remind  the  young  citizens,  on 
their  first  visit,  of  the  occurrences  of  the  day,  in  a  peculiar  manner, 
which  is  in  recollection  at  the  present  time ;  and  the  remainder  of 
the  day  was  devoted  to  mirth  and  festivity.  This  annual  perambula- 
tion prevailed  for  ages,  but  is  only  now  in  observance  probably  once 
in  every  five  years.  These  lands,  with  the  salmon  fishings  of  the 
rivers  Dee  and  Don,  previously  to  the  Reformation,  had  generally  been 
let,  from  time  to  time,  by  the  magistrates  and  town  council,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  commimity,  on  short  leases,  to  burgesses  of 
guild  only^  at  a  small  yearly  rent.  A  grassum,  or  fine,  however,  was 
generally  paid  by  the  tenants,  on  the  renewal  of  the  leases,  and  ap- 
plied to  the  exigencies  of  the  borough.  On  certain  occasions  the 
leases  were  bestowed  on  some  individual,  as  a  recompense  or  gratui- 
ty for  services,  either  real  or  supposed,  which  had  been  performed  to 
the  community.  This  mode  of  management  enabled  the  magis- 
trates to  support  the  dignity  of  the  town ;  to  gratify  their  sovereigns 
in  the  way  of  presents,  on  their  frequent  visits ;  and  to  answer  other 
objects,  connected  with  their  administration.  In  the  year  1551,  a 
project  was  devised,  conducted  with  much  dexterity,  and  carried  into 
effect,  which  was  the  means  of  bereaving  the  community  of  every 
benefit  that  might  arise  to  it,  from  these  lands  and  fishings,  in  future 
ages.  In  furtherance  of  the  scheme,  certain  individuals,  who  had 
obtained  places  in  the  administration  of  the  town,  influenced  the  ci- 
tizens to  concur  in  an  application  which  was  made  to  the  crown  for 
a  new  charter,  to  enable  the  magistrates  and  community  to  alienate 
the  property,  in  the  way  of  feu,  or  fee  hold.  In  this  age,  money  was 
the  sure  means  of  accomplishing  any  thing  of  this  nature  that  might 

have 


*  Some  of  these  boundaries  are  nearly  seren  miles  from  the  crosa  In  the  line  of  these  these 
were,  and  probably  still  are,  certain  stones,  against  which  the  young  citizens,  on  their  first  visits  were 
forced,  a  poHeriori,  to  remind  them  of  these  occurrences. 
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have  been  required  from  the  crown :  accordingly  2500  merks  being 
raised  by  the  magistrates,  were  paid  to  the  executive  government  at 
the  time,  as  a  composition  for  a  royal  grant  in  the  terms  which  were 
suggested.  .  A  new  charter  was  then  obtained,  under  the  great  seal, 
upon  the  4th  March,  1551,  which  enabled  the  magistrates,  town 
council,  and  community,  to  give  off  the  lands  and  fishings  in  the  way 
of  feu  and  in  fee  simple,  by  which  means  the  designs  of  those  who 
had  projected  the  scheme  were  so  far  accomplished. 

As  soon  as  this  charter  had  been  expedited,  no  time  was  ne- 
glected in  parcelling  out  the  whole  of  these  salmon  fishings  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  lands,  among  certain  burgesses  of  guild,  in  fee 
simple,  on  payment  of  a  small  consideration  in  money,  and  for  a  sti- 
pulated annual  feu  duty,  or  quit  rent ;  but  under  this  express  condi- 
tion, that  the  vassals  should  always  be  '*  burgesses,  actual  indwellers 
of  the  town,  frequenting  and  using  exercise  of  merchandize,"  woman^ 
hind  being  particularly  excepted.*    This  restriction  continued  till  of 

u  late 


*  Table,  showing  the  Fai  Duties  and  Compositions  for  the  giants 
ings  belonging  to  Aberdeen,  as  fixed  by  the  Head  Court  <tf  the 
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Fords,  seven  and  one  half  nets  ■ 
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LANDS. 

The  Garden  -  n  ^  ■ 

The  Lands  of  Shedocksley  ... 

theTullodi  •  -  . 

the  Kingswells  m  ■  n 

the  Foresterhill  •  ■ 

theCruives  «i  «  « 


of  the  Lands  and  Salmon  Fisb« 
Citizens,  4th  March,  1551. 
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late  jears,  when  it  was  taken  ofi,.  under  certain  conditions^  in  conse* 
quence  of  an  act  of  the  town  council ;  and  the  property  may  now  be 
held  by  any  person^  as  vassaL  The  pregect  of  alienating^  the  prou 
perty,  in  the  manner  which  has  been  just  mentioned,  was  not  brought 
to  maturity  without  considerable  opposition  from  serenil  of  the  citi* 
zens  ;  but  a  very  great  majority  of  the  community  having-  farovred 
the  scheme,  completely  over-iukd  this  opposition,  in  a  head  court. 
The  supreme  civil  court  was  afterwards  resorted  to  by  the  £ew  who 
opposed  the  measure,  for  reducing  these  transactions^  which  they 
conceived  to  be  prejudicial  to  the  community ;  but  the  tardiness  of 
law  proceedings,  the  heavy  expence  attending  them,  with  some  un- 
due influence  which  seems  to  have  been  used^  put  an  end  to  the  con- 
test; and  all  further  opposition  was  withdrawn.*  By  this  inconsi- 
derate act,  the  borougik  and  community  were  deprived  of  a  most  in- 
valuable branch  of  public  revenue  for  ever,  while  individual  families 
have  been  enriched  by  reapmg  the  fruits  arising  from  the  property, 
so  alienated.  But  this  is  not  the  only  grievance  which  attended  these 
alienations ;  it  has  often  been  a  subject  of  extreme  regret  to  the  sub- 
sequent administrators  of  the  town,  who,  when  any  attempts  were 
made  to  improve  the  totwn  or  the  harboiir,.  invarkdbly  found  their 
plans  and  designs  thwarted  by  the  jealousy  of  the  vassals  in  posses- 
sion of  the  property :  and^  oa  pretence  of  the  intended  operations 
being  pregnant  with  injury  to  their  fishings,  or  other  property,  the 
improvements  in  view  have  often  been  retarded,  and  not  unfre- 
quently  abandoned  altogether.  These  circumstances,  however,  were 
not  anticipated  at  the  time  when  the  alienations  were  made ;.  and» 
therefore,  no  provision  was  introduced  into  the  feu  charters  to  guard 
against  any  contuigencies  of  this  nature.  But,,  however  much  these 
transactions  may,  in  the  present  ^e,  be  the  subject  of  regret,  the 

atienations 
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Bogfairly  *  *  m 
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HessOhead  «  .i  •> 

Council  Register,  vol,  zxi.  p.  I09. 141. 

*  Council  Register^  voL  xxi.  p.  109.  14L  728.  B52. 
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aHeniitions  had  c^tunly  Ihe  concurrence  of  «  very  great  majority  of 
the  community.  The  situation  of  tl^e  times,  the  dawn  of  reforuMu- 
tion,  and  many  other  circumstances  combined,  may  have  operated 
upon  the  minds  of  our  ancestors,  and  influenced  them  to  adopt  this 
sdieme,  which  they,  pexhi^,  thought,  would  be  equally  advantageous 
to  the  community  as  to  theioiselves. 

In  the  course  of  the  sixteenth  century,  the  political  constitution 
of  the  several  corporations  of  artificers  in  the  town  appears  to  have 
been  recognised  and  sanctioned  by  the  magistrates  and  town  council, 
at  different  periods,  in  the  form  of  acts  of  council  and  seals  of  cause. 
The  Bakers  were,  from  an  early  period,  under  the  cognizance  of  the 
magistrates.  In  the  year  1458,  eleven  of  them  in  number  were  per- 
mitted to  exercise  their  trade,  and  to  impress  upon  their  bread  their 
distinguishing  signatures,  or  peculiar  marks  >but  it  was  not  till  the 
year  15S2  that  they  were  fully  recognised  as  a  corporation.  In  this 
year  they  were  enjoined  by  an  act  of  council  to  choose  their  deacons, 
which  order  was  complied  with,  by  electing  two  of  their  number  to 
that  office,  and  reporting  them  to  the  magistrates  for  their  approba- 
tion and  sanction.  The  Cordwainers  seem  to  have  been  of  longer 
standing.  In  the  year  1484,  the  magistrates  and  council  passed  an 
act  which  annulled  the  powers  and  privileges  which  had  formerly 
been  granted  to  their  deacons ;  and  resolved  td  correct  them  in  fu- 
ture, according  to  their  faults.*  In  1519,  the  Hammermen  were  in- 
corporated by  the  magistrates,  council,  and  community,  by  a  seal  of 
catise,f  which  conferred  upon  them  the  power  of  electing  their  dea- 
con, with  certain  other  privil^es  and  immunities.  The  Tailors,  sub-* 
sequently  to  fiie  year  1511,  were  in  the  practice  of  Meeting  their  dea- 
con;  but  they  were  not  established  as  a  corporation  until  the  year 
15dS,  when  they  obtained  their  seal  of  cause,  ^  which  gave  them 
powers  and  privileges  similar  to  those  which  had  been  panted  to  the 
Hammermen.  As  early  as  the  year  1449^  we  find  that  Eobert  of 
Petit  and  William  Hunter  were  diosen  and  sworn  by  the  magistrates 

u  2  deacons 


*  Cotmcil  Register,  toL  vL  p.  848.  t  Ibid.  voL  x>  p.  112i  veL  uT*  p»  109* 

t  Council  Regkter,  vol  ziv.  p.  198. 
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deacons  of  the  Weavers,  and  searchers  of  all  the  tvebster  cx^l^.^  In 
the  year  1527,  the  Wrights,  Coopers,  and  Masons,  obtained  their  seal 
of  cause,!  in  the  same  terms  with  those  which  had  been  granted  to 
the  Hammermen  and  to  the  Tailors.  The  Fleshers,  the  only  other 
corporation,  appear  to  have  been  recognized  in  this  character  by  the 
town  council,  in  the  year  1532.  They  elected  Andrew  Lawson  their 
deacon,  who  was  approved  by  the  magistrates.  J  In  the  year  1587, 
the  Barbers,  or  leechers,  (surgeons)  obtained  their  seal  of  cause,  § 
which  established  them  into  a  corporation,  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
artificers.  By  this  grant  it  is  declared^  that  the  deacon  shall  be  re« 
sponsible  to  the  magistrates  fof  the  proper  conduct  of  the  whole 
members.  But  at  no  period  do  they  seem  to  have  had  any  concern 
in  the  election  of  the  magistrates,  or  in  the  political  affairs  of  the  bo- 
rough. The  Masons  seem  to  have  separated  from  the  Wrights  and 
Coopers  at  an  early  period,  and  do  not  now  form  part  of  that  corpo- 
ration. All  the  corporations,  with  the  exception  of  the  Barbers,  pre- 
viously to  the  year  1533,  appear  to  have  had  some  undefined  direction 
in  those  public  affairs.  In  this  year  an  act  of  council  was  passed,  de- 
claratory of  the  extent  of  the  powers  of  the  artificers.  It  was  declared, 
that  they  were  to  have  no  vote  in  the  ordinary  administration  of  the 
borough,  or  in  the  elections ;  and  their  deacons,  in  the  town  council, 
were  to  be  chosen  annually  by  the  provost,  baillies,  and  council.  ||. 
These  topics,  however,  we  shall  have  occasion  to  review  more  fully 
afterwards,  in  another  branch  of  this  work. 

After  the  period  of  the  reformation,  the  minds  of  men,  in  regard 
to  civil  government,  were  much  changed  by  the  doctrines  which  were 
daily  preached  and  promulgated;  and  the  people,  animated  with 
more  liberal  and  enlarged  sentiments,  began  to  assert  their  civil 
rights  with  a  freedom  and  boldness  to  which  they  had  formerly  been 
unaccustomed.  The  members  of  the  corporations,  influenced,  per- 
haps, by  these  principles,  conceived  that  their  privileges  embraced 
more  extensive  powers  in  the  political  constitution  of  the  borough 

than 


*  Council  Register,  vol.  v.  p.  749*  t  Ibid.  vol.  xii.  p.  208.  $  Ibid.  vol.  xiii.  p.  l£3^ 

§  Council  Register,  vol.  xv.  p.  352.  ||  Ibid.  vol.  3uv.  p.  284.  voL  xv.  p.  358. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ANNALS   OF   ABERDEEN.  149 

than  what  they  did  actually  possess,  or  what  the  magistrates  and 
burgesses  of  guild  were  inclined  to  concede.     Some  years  after  the 
passing  of  the  act  of  parliament,  in  the  year  1555,  concerning  the 
privileges  of  craftsmen  or  artificers  in  the  constitution  of  the  several 
royal  boroughs  of  the  kingdom,  the  craftsmen  of  Aberdeen  began  to 
assume  certain  privileges  which  were  denied  them  by  the  magistrates. 
In  the  vindication  of  these,  they  excited  considerable  commotions  in 
the  town,  threw  off  all  obedience  to  their  authority,  and  were  the 
means  of  occasioning  much  ferment  and  disorder  in  the  community. 
In  the  year  1565,  they  first  began  to  form  combinations,  and  to  as- 
semble, in  hostile  array,  particularly  on  Sunday,  under  two  captains, 
dignified  with  the  ancient  title  of  Robin  Hood  and  Little  John^  having 
determined  to  assume  to  themselves  privileges  which  were  not  re- 
cognised by  the  legislature.     In  order  to  suppress  these  disorders, 
and  to  enforce  due  obedience  to  the  administrators  of  the  town,  a 
writ  from  the  queen  was  obtained,  which  approved  of  the  conduct  of 
the  magistrates  in  enforcing  the  late  act  of  parliament,  and  com- 
manded ^  all  seditious  craftsmen,  such  as  cutlers,  baxters,  saddlers, 
sword  slippers,  cordwainers,  blacksmiths,  goldsmiths,  coopers,  barbers, 
and  others,  within  the  town,  to  submit  to  the  authority  of  their  ma- 
gistrates."*   This  had,  for  a  time,  the  desired  effect,  and  tranquillity 
appears  to  have  been,  for  some  years,  established  in  the  town.     In 
the  year  1579,  however,  these  artificers  thought  proper  again  to  sti- 
mulate popular  disorders  in  the  community ;  and,  with  this  view,  to 
hold  tumultuous  assembhes,  on  the  25th  December,  which  they  de- 
voted to  feasting  and  playing ;  and  decUned  their  ordinary  employ- 
ments on  this  day.  They  conceived  that  they  had  now  a  right  to  assume 
the  privileges  of  burgesses  of  guild,  and  to  exercise  merchandize  within 
the  town.     They  even  carried  matters  still  farther,  by  applying  di- 
rectly  to  the  king  and  the  lords  of  the  privy  council,  and  by  some 
means  or  other  obtained  a  sanction  to  their  pretensions.     This  was 
considered  as  an  infringement  of  the  ancient  privileges  of  the  bur- 
gesses of  guild,  which  they  could  not  well  endure.     It  was,  therefore, 
strenuously  opposed  by  the  magistrates,  who  punished  the  transgres- 
sors 


♦  Council  Register,  vol.  ixr,  p.  589- 
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sors  by  pecuniary  fines,  and  by  disfranchisement,  under  the  esta- 
blished laws  of  the  borough ;  and  the  artificers,  at  length,  thought 
proper  to  depart  from  this  assumption  of  pririleges,  which  they  con- 
fessed had  been  rash  and  inconsiderate*  At  the  same  time,  they 
promised  to  restrict  themselves  to  the  exercise  of  their  own  respec- 
tive trades  ;  and  to  submit,  with  all  due  obedience,  to  the  authority 
of  the  magistrates.  Tranquillity  was  thus  ag^n  restored  in  the  com* 
munity,  although  the  refractory  deacons,  on  some  occasions,  de- 
clined to  give  their  votes  in  the  town  council.* 

In  the  year  1587  this  important  question  was  again  agitated  be- 
tween the  craftsmen  and  burgesses  of  guild,  but  without  that  rancour 
and  animosity  manifested  on  former  occasions.  They  assembled  to- 
gether in  amity  in  St.  Nicholas  Church,  with  a  view  to  conciliate 
matters  between  them ;  an  arbitration  of  mutual  friends  was  proposed, 
and  cordially  acquiesced  in  by  both  parties,  and  those  private  enmi- 
ties and  popular  commotions  which  had  subsisted  so  long  in  the 
town  were  now  happily  terminated.  This  arbitration  gave  rise  to  the 
decree  arbitral,  which  is  so  well  known,  and  distinguished  by  the 
title  of  the  Common  Indenture^  and  which  distinctly  defines  the  res- 
pective privileges  of  the  guild  brethren  and  artificers.  By  this  award 
it  is  declared,  that  no  craftsman  can  be  allowed  to  exercise  com- 
merce under  the  privileges  of  the  town,  except  in  particular  circum- 
stances, unless  he  first  renounce  his  crafts  and  be  admitted  a  burgess 
of  guild  in  the  usual  manner,  f 

A  short  time  after  these  occurrences  had  happened,  a  schism 
broke  out  between  the  leading  members  of  the  town  council  and  the 
burgesses  of  guild ;  but,  before  we  proceed  to  relate  this  event,  and 
the  causes  which  led  to  it,  it  may  not  be  deemed  improper  to  jMre- 
mise  some  account  of  the  leading  men  then  in  the  administration,  as 
well  as  of  the  political  state  of  the  borough  at  the  time. 

For  a  period  of  more  than  a  century,  the  administration  of  the 
civil  afiOadrs  of  the  town  had  been  under  the  direction  of  an  opulent 

family, 
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family,  of  much  consideration  in  the  place,  and  distinguished  by  its 
ample  domains  in  the  county.  The  cbiefk  of  this  family  had  succes-- 
sirely  enjoyed  the  office  of  provost,  during  that  long  period,  almost 
without  interrupticm,  and  apparently  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  com- 
munity ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  they  possessed  the  confidence  of 
their  sovereigns.  Many  of  their  friends  and  connexions,  of  course^ 
filled  the  other  departments  in  the  town  counciL  The  office  of  town 
cleric^  which,  even  at  this  time,  was  conaid^ed  to  be  of  great  impor- 
tance^  had  been  hereditary  in  the  family  since  the  year  1502,  when  it 
waa  acquired^  from  the  council  and  community,  for  the  behoof  aS  the 
eldest  son  of  the  provost  then  in  office.  It  had  been  purchased  for 
the  small  consideration  of  forty  merks^  a  salary  of  twelve  merks 
yearly  being  annexed  to  it.^  The  clerk  who  had  been  so  appointed 
was  not  in  a  situatiosi  that  qualified  him  to  execute  the  functions  of 
this  department ;  but  he  was  permitted  to  exercise  the  office  by  a 
deputy,  who  was  named  by  himself,  and  approved  by  the  magis- 
trvtea  and  ooundl.  In  this  manner  it  had  been  handed  down  from 
father  to  son^  as  a  family  inheritance,  until  the  period  of  the  present 
narrative.  One  of  the  relatives  of  this  family  was  also  in  possession 
of  the  town's  pvihtie  mills^  of  whicdok  he  had  obtained  a  grant^f  in  fee 
simple^  ibr  an  aunoal  feu  duty,  in  the  year  1575,  subseq¥iently  to  the 
aUttiation  of  the  other  property  belonging  to  the  community^  as  has 
been  farmeriy  related.  Some  of  the  same  party  in  the  council  were 
alae  lessees  of  the  bell  and  petty  customs ;  of  the  assize  h6& :  of  tlie 
public  me£s  and  measures ;  for  which  certain  small  rents  were  paid 
yeariy :  and  the  caramon  hand  bell  waa  held  in  fee  farm.:{: 

In  the  year  1588,  the  office  of  town  clerk  having  become  vacant 
by  the  death  of  the  incumbent,  the  office  reverted  to  the  town  coun- 
cil and  community.     The  provost  then  in  office  put  in  his  claim  to 

it 


♦  Council  Register,  voL  viiL  p.  194.  282. 

t  The  vassal  paid  600  merks  for  the  grant,  (equal  to  L.71  ISs.  4d.  sterling  money),  ivhich  he 
had  advanced  for  defence  of  the  liberty  of  the  borough.'^Council  Register^  vol.  xxviiL  p.  445.  594.] 

t  As  this  was  the  era  of  feuing,  we  find  that  the  hand  bell  had  been  given  off  in  fee  farm,  for 
a  small  yearly  quit  rent  It  was  redeemed  in  1594  from  Patrick  Leslie,  the  vassal,  by  payment  of 
MO  mttkB  horn  tht  puMio  ftndfc— [;Co««ct7  BigisHr,  vd.  xav.  p.  41*  mI.  fiocvi  p.  44.^ 
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it  as  a  matter  of  course,  and  a  majority  of  the  council,  according  to 
the  ancient  and  laudable  custom^  voted  him  to  the  of&ce  of  common 
clerk,*  during  life,  in  the  same  manner  as  his  predecessors  had  en- 
joyed it.  At  the  same  time,  permission  was  given  to  him  to  nomi- 
nate one  or  more  deputies  under  him,  to  discharge  the  functions  of 
the  office.  In  order  to  render  this  act  of  greater  validity,  it  became 
necessary,  however,  to  have  the  sanction  of  the  whole  community,  in 
the  attainment  of  which  greater  difficulty  occurred.  In  a  head 
court,  which  was  convened  for  the  special  purpose,  a  motion  being 
made  for  sanctioning  the  appointment  of  the  council,  was  keenly 
opposed  by  a  certain  number  of  the  citizens,  on  the  ground  of  its  not 
being  compatible  to  hold  both  the  offices  of  provost  and  clerk  con- 
jointly. It  was,  on  the  other  hand,  contended,  that  it  was  no  more 
incompatible  than  for  the  clerk  register  to  hold  the  office  of  chief  jus- 
tice in  the  justiciary  court,  as  he  was  both  judge  and  derk  of  court, 
although  he  appointed  clerks  to  officiate  under  him ;  besides,  the  he- 
ritable sheriffs  possessed  the  power  of  nominating  their  own  clerks. 
After  a  warm  contest  between  those  in  power  and  the  party  in  oppo- 
sition, the  provost  succeeded  in  accomplishing  his  object,  the  majo- 
rity of  the  citizens  who  were  assembled  having  given  their  votes  in 
favour  of  the  motion.  Matters  being  thus  accommodated  to  his 
mind,  the  whole  business  was  again  brought  imder  the  review  of  the 
magistrates  and  council,  who,  with  a  view  to  extinguish  the  controver- 
sies on  this  occasion,  thought  it  advisable  to  grant  to  the  provost  licencCf 
tolerance^  and  power^  only  to  present  a  qualified  person  to  be  princi- 
pal clerk,  and  another  to  be  deputy.  The  provost  thereupon  pre- 
sented Mr.  John  Kennedy  and  Mr.  Thomas  MoUison,  whose  appoint- 
ments of  principal  and  deputy  clerks  respectively  were  accordingly 
sanctioned  by  the  council,  f  This,  however,  was  only  the  prelude  to 
the  attainment  of  more  important  objects  in  view,  in  the  political 
affairs  of  the  borough. 

Mr.  John  Cheyne  of  Fortrie,  advocate  in  Aberdeen ;  Alexander 
Ewen,  burgess  of  guild ;  and  certain  others  of  their  party,  having 

obtained 


*  CoujQcil  Register^  toL  aoadu  p.  444.  452.  et  seq.  t  Ibi<L  ToL  uxil  p.  444^  452.  et  0eq. 
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obtained  places  in  the  council,  complained  loudly  of  the  waste  of  the 
patrimony  of  the  borough,  and  of  the  mismanagement  of  the  public 
funds,  which  they  alleged  had,  for  several  years,  been  dissipated, 
and  given  away  to  the  private  advantage  of  certain  individuals 
in  the  council.  They  commenced  the  spirit  of  reform,  and  steadily 
persevered,  with  indefatigable  zeal,  to  accomplish  a  radical  change  in 
the  mode  of  electing  the  magistrates  and  town  council,  which,  at  this 
period,  was  not  strictly  conformable  to  the  established  law.  It  would 
appear  that,  at  this  time,  and  for  many  years  preceding,  the  mem- 
bers who  composed  the  town  council  had  been  elected  for  life,  or 
during  good  behaviour ;  and  that  the  election  of  magistrates  and  of- 
fice-bearers only  took  place  annually.  However  much  this  system 
may  have  been  in  opposition  to  the  statute  of  1469,  it  certainly  had 
the  concurrence  of  King  James,  who  not  only  expressed  his  entire 
approbation  of  the  system  which  had  been  long  observed,  and  his 
particular  reasons  for  so  doing,  but  allowed  the  magistrates  and  town 
council  to  continue  the  practice  as  heretofore,  notwithstanding  the 
act  of  parliament.  This  he  confirmed,  by  a  writ  under  the  privy 
seal,  upon  20th  July,  1591,*  which  was  transmitted  to  the  magis- 

X  trates 


*  *^  JameSj  be  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  Scotds,  To  our  advocate  and  all  uyeria  o^  liegis  and 
subdittia  quhome  it  efferia,  Quhaia  knawlege  yir  o^  fares  sal  cum  greting.  Wit  ze  us,  considering  the 
guiid,  trew,  and  thankfull  service  done  to  us  and  o^  predecessors  be  ye  Provest,  Baillies,  and  Coun* 
sail  of  o^  bur^  of  Aberdene ;  alssweill  in  ye  wyiss  and  prudent  govemament  of  ye  sami,  according  to, 
ye  ancient  custome,  libertie,  and  privileges  yairof,  inviolable  observit  past  memorie  of  man.  As  in 
yair  reddie  and  dewtifuU  obedience,  gevin  pruif  of  from  tyme  to  tyme,  towards  us,  be  exponying  of 
yair  lands  and  lyi&s  in  o^  service.  And  repressing  of  dyvers  rebellionis  and  uproris,  movit  at  sundrie 
tymes  in  ye  north  pairtis  of  yis  o^  realme :  And  we,  understanding  yat  ye  cheif  grand  and  caus  of 
the  laing  flurishing  of  o^  said  bur^  in  peace,  tranquiUitie,  and  guid  service  towards  us,  consistit  in  a 
guid  and  substantious  Counsall,  of  ye  gravest,  loyif ,  and  discreit  inhabitantis  of  <^  said  bur^,  best 
disposit  and  effectit  to  our  obedeince,  qlkis  has  contenuit  in  ye  same  office  sen  yair  first  electionn, 
unalterit  or  changeit,  be  ye  space  of  fourtie  or  fyiftie  zeins,  according  to  ye  lovabill  consuetude  of 
o^  said  bui^,  inviolable  observit  be  the  space  of  a  hundreth  zeiris  befoir;  qlk  consuetude  of  ye  con« 
tinwing  of  yair  Counsall  efter  yair  first  lauchfull  election  unto  ye  tyme  of  yair  deceis,  except  yai 
had  bene  tryit  or  fund  giltie  of  sum  cryme  meriting  deprivationn  is  ratefeit  and  approven  be  dyveria 
actis  and  constitutionis  bf  o^  said  bur^  ;  and  hes  benemaist  wyislie  and  prudentlie  establishit  be  yair 
predecessors,  for  avoiding  of  greit  dangeris  and  incovenientes,  qlkis  otherwyiss  my^  have  fallen  out 
within  o^  said  burgh,  be  the  zeirlie  changeing  and  alterations  of  ye  said  Counsall,  qlk  is  cheifiy 
suttit  be  dyveris  unquiet  and  ambitious  personis ;  To  the  effect  that  ye  govemament  of  o^  said  bur^ 
sold  be  devolvit  in  ye  bandis  of  outlandis  men^  of  grit  clanps  and  surnames^  qlkis  compass  and 
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trates  in  the  course  of  the  present  controversy.  When  we  reflect 
upon  the  unsettled  state  of  the  nation  during  the  former  part  of  his 
reign,  the  changeable  opinions  of  men  subsequently  to  the  Beformar- 
tion,  and  various  other  circumstances  combinedi  perhaps  this  extension 
of  royal  prerogative  may  not  appear  to  be  a  matter  of  much  surprise. 

The  momentous  question  between  the  burgesses  and  the  adminis- 
trators of  the  town  was  first  agitated  before  the  Convention  of  Bo- 
roughs, which  assembled  at  Aberdeen  on  the  8th  June,  1590.     The 
grievances  of  the  citizens,  and  their  complaints  against  the  magis- 
trates 


dwellis  round  about  o^  taid  bor^.  And  hes,  be  all  meania^  baitfa  directlie  and  indirectlie^  aapyrit  to 
ye  roule  and  govemament  of  ye  samyn,  expresa  againa  o^  acds  of  parliament,  inhifatdog  and  dis* 
cheiging  ye  electionn  of  outlandis  men  in  Provest,  Bailleis^  or  Auldermen  wHn  burgh.  In  ye  qlk 
cais  o^  said  burgh  suld  rather  becum  a  monople,  thrawit  and  astrictit  to  yat  factionn  and  clan  qlk 
said  happen  to  be  preferrit  to  ye  govemament,  nor  a  fi«  burgh,  to  the  utter  wrak  and  detriment 
yairof.  In  consideration  quhairof,  and  fat  o^  act  of  parliament  made  anent  ye  dusigiog  of  yeseiriie 
Counsall  hes  nevir  ait  tane  effect  w%  o^  said  burgh,  bat  ye  personnia  anes  lauchfullie  choain  uponn 
Counsall  hes  contenuit  yairon  unto  ye  tyme  of  yair  deceiss,  alwyess  subject  to  ye  tryall  of  ye 
ny^bouris  of  o^  said  burgh.  And,  in  eais  of  ony  fidt  or  cryme,  the  same  hes  bene  ordorh'e  tryit 
uponn  ye  gyld  court  day  efter  ye  electionn  of  ye  magistrates  yairof;  and,  being  fund  glide,  yai  have 
bene  removit  and  depryvit,  and  uyeris  placeit  in  .yair  rowmis,  qruponn  hes  foUowit  a  gret  tranquil- 
litie  and  concord  vfHn  o^  said  burgh :  And  in  respect  of  mony  ujier  inconvenientes  qlk  ye  zeirlie 
changeing  of  ye  said  Counsall  may  carie  w^  it,  namelie,  ye  abrogationn  of  ye  auld  lawis  and  sta« 
tuteis  of  o^  said  burgh.  The  disturbance  of  ye  comon  peace  yairof.  The  ciTil  disordor  and  discention 
yat  micht  follow  yairuponn,  w^  ye  infinite  confusionn  and  perreU  qlk  comonnlie  accompanies  all  new 
changeis  and  mutationis  in  coSonn  welthis  ;  We  have  allowit,  and  be  yir  o^  tres  allowis,  of  yat  pnt 
«lectit  Counsall  of  o^  said  bui^,  and  willis  and  dedans  yat  ye  same  Counsall  sail  remane  and  stand, 
efter  ye  ancient  consuetude  and  custom  yairof^  in  all  tyme  cumying.  And  in  cais  of  yair  deceiss,  or 
tryit  unworthnis.  That  ye  remanet  of  ye  Counsall  elect  nyena  in  3rair  places ;  it  bemg  alwyiss  un- 
derstand yat  ye  same  Counsall  be  zeirlie  hehreiter  elecdt  be  Toit  of  Counsall,  and  sic  vfer  ceremo. 
neis  as  ar  accustomat  in  electionn  of  magistrates  within  burgh.  Notwithstanding  of  o^  act  of  par* 
liament  maid  anent  ye  zeirlie  diange  and  electionn  of  magistrates  with  burgh,  anent  ye  qlk  we 
have  dispensit,  and  be  yir  o^  Ires  dispenss  in  yat  part  concerning  ye  changeing  of  ye  Counsall  alia- 
nerlie,  Renilceand  and  dischargeand  all  actionn  and  persute,  competent  to  us  or  o^  successor  twich- 
ing  ye  contraventionn  of  o^  said  act  of  parliament  yairanent,  discharging  yon  o^  said  advocat  of 
all  persute,  movit,  or  to  be  movit  agains  ye  said  Counsall  fat  contraventionn  of  ye  same  act.  And 
not  ftilfilling  of  ye  same  in  yat  point.  And  of  yo^  office  in  yat  part,  be  yir  o^  ires,  Gevin  under  6* 
privie  seill,  at  Falkland,  the  twentie  day  of  July,  The  yeir  of  God  Jm.  Vc  fourescoir  devin  yeiris. 
And  of  0^  rignne  the  twenty  fo^  yeir. 

"  Per  signatura  manibua  S.  D.  N.  Begis  ac  Cancelltf  subscript" 

^'  JJtera  Prepositiy  BaUworum,  et ) 


Consilium  burgi  de  Abcrdene.' 
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trates  and  common  council  being  enumerated  at  great  length,  and 
placed  in  the  strongest  point  of  view,  were  submitted  to  that  as- 
sembly on  the  part  of  Mr.  Cheyne  and  his  friends  in  very  dis- 
passionate terms.  On  the  other  hand,  they  were  answered  by  their 
adversaries  with  some  degree  of  asperity  and  indignation ;  while  a 
great  deal  of  discussion  appears  to  have  taken  place  before  the  con- 
vention, by  the  contending  parties,  for  several  successive  days. 
Meanwhile  the  minds  of  the  people  were,  as  usual,  much  inflamed, 
and  animosities  among  the  citizens  encreased  daily  more  and  more. 
The  Convention  of  Boroughs  being  only  a  court  of  delegates,  could 
afford  no  radical  redress  of  the  grievances  of  which  the  burgesses 
complained ;  and  little  more  appears  to  have  been  done  on  this  oc- 
casion, than  giving  a  patient   hearing    to   both   parties.*     Mat- 

X  2  ters. 


*  This  being  the  first  attempt  to  change  the  constitution  of  a  royal  borough  in  Scotland,  and  to 
infiringe  the  feudal  government  on  which  it  is  founded,  we  shall  present  a  detail  of  the  proceedings 
which  took  place  between  the  burgesses  of  guild  and  others  of  the  community,  and  the  magistrates, 
in  the  Convention  of  Royal  Boroughs,  which  was  held  at  Aberdeen,  on  this  important  question, 
£rom  the  Sth  to  the  15th  June. 

On  the  8th  June,  1590,  the  Convention  of  Boroughs  met  at  Aberdeen,  when  Mr.  John  Cheyne 
and  Mr.  Andrew  King,  for  themselves,  and  in  name  of  the  community  of  the  borough,  protested 
against  the  election  and  admission  of  Mr.  Thomas  Menzies,  provost,  and  Alex.  Rutherford,  com- 
missioners for  the  town,  on  the  ground  of  the  commission  being  defective,  as  not  having,  according  to 
cuslom,  the  consent  of  the  community,  which  was  essentially  necessary.  It  was  stated  in  answer,  *^  That, 
in  respeet  of  the  said  b<HP0Ugh's  old  laws  and  constitutions,  made  anent  the  admission  of  commissioners 
at  every  their  general  and  several  eoofventions  of  the  boroughs,  the  said  Mr.  Thomas  and  Alexander, 
comBuasiancn^  are  valid  and  e&etual,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  admitted,  conform  to  their  act,  above 
expressed.  Because  the  said  commission  is  given  under  the  seal  of  cause  of  the  borough,  and  under 
the  subacfiption  of  the  common  derk  thereof;  and  they  chosen  by  the  Provost,  Baillies,  and  Coun- 
cil of  the  said  borough,  as  all  commissioners  chosen  to  conventions,  general  and  several  of  boroughs, 
aooordxng  to  the  accnslomed  manner  of  other  boroughs  of  this  reahn,  are  chosen."  Thereafter  the 
eaid  Andbrew  Kmg  received  up  hia  pnieuration  produced,  dissenting  to  the  ccxnmission  of  the  said 
eommissioners,  and  required  *'  the  reasons^  presently  produced,  to  be  registrate  and  insert  in  this 
tlieir  general  bode  of  oonvemion,  in  &nn  as  eflfeirs,  to  be  given  and  extracted,  under  their  general 
ekA'a  subscriplion,  of  the  which  reasons  the  tenor  fellows:— ^ 

"  We,  Andrew  Sherar,  David  Endteudbt,  Alex.  Howison,  Andrew  King,  William  Gray,  George 
Forbes,  Mr.  John  Cheyne,  George  Laing,  John  Laing,  George  Gordon,  Alexander  £wen,  ■ 

Bobertscm,  George  Elphinston,  Lawrence  Mercer,  John  Saunders,  Mathew  Guild,  Alexander  Ste- 
ven, Alexander  Peterson,  Andrew  Milne,  Andrew  Henrison,  Andrew  Leslie,  William  Hay,  all 
persons  c^  ooundl,  burgesses  of  Aberdeen,  deacon  and  craftsmen  of  the  same,  respective,  for  our- 
selves, and  in  name  and  behalf  of  the  remanent  afflicted  members  of  the  pure  common  weil  of  ther 
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ters,  however,  still  continued  in  the  greatest  disorder,  and,  for  some 
time,  much  anarchy  prevailed  in  the  town.     The  supreme  civil  court 


was 


burgh.  Desire  your  wisdom,  for  the  tender  mercys  of  God,  your  own  honour,  and  as  ye  will  answer 
to  his  Majesty,  and  evert  the  great  peril  that  may  fall  in  your  own  common  weil,  by  suffering  the 
liberties  of  burgh  to  decay.  That  ye  will  take  diligent  head  to  our  most  humble  and  reasonable  sup« 
plication,  to  the  proposition  whereof  we  are  urged  by  plain  necessity,  and  nocht  upon  any  light  and 
inconsidered  motions,  having  oft-times  called  for  reparation,  and  altogether  refused.  Item,  to  the 
effect  that  we  be  not  prejudged  in  the  beginning  of  our  most  humble  convention,  we  desired  that  an 
lawful  commissioner,  chosen  by  the  most  part  of  the  worthier  in  the  town,  be  received  ;  and  that 
Mr.  Thomas  Menzies  of  Dome,  and  Alexander  Rutherford,  pretending  themselves,  or,  at  the  best^ 
are  only  chosen  by  a  few  number  of  their  own  friends,  privately,  without  summons  of  bill  or  con« 
vention  of  commonaltie,  for  advisement  of  their  own  turns,  thereanent  question  is  to  be  debated  before 
yo^  wisdoms,  betwixt  the  community  and  them,  especially  for  inhalding  themselves,  their  own  kind 
friends,  and  allenarly,  in  the  chief  offices  of  the  town,  as  it  were  their  awin  particular  heritages, 
continued  in  their  persons,  these  diverse  years  begged  by  the  acts  of  his  Majesty's  parliament, 
whereby  this  poor  borough  is  already  impoverished,  and  likly  to  incur  his  Majesty's  wrath  and  in* 
special  punishment ;  and  for  maintenance  and  appropriating  of  the  common  goods  and  commoR 
lands  and  casualties  of  this  burgh,  which  is,  and  has  been,  the^  many  years,  in  their  and  their 
friends'  hands,  unrouped^  according  to  the  custom  of  other  biu*ghs4  to  put  on  more  profit  or  duty 
paid  therefore. 

'*  Item,  in  speciall,  Thomas  Menzies  of  Dome  can  noways  be  commissioner,  because  he,  as  tup> 
tor  to  Gilbert  Menzies,  his  brother,  has  withholden  from  the  common  weil  of  the  said  burgh  the 
haiU  small  customs  thereof;  the  size  bolls ;  the  mets  of  coals,  lyme,  and  salt ;  the  land  tacks  of  the 
said  burgh,  and  diverse  commodities  of  the  same,  without  any  payment  of  any  duty,  obscures  the 
haill  evidents  of  the  town,  violently  maintains  himself  as  derk  of  the  town,  without  election. 

**  Item,  the  said  Mr.  Thomas,  being  an  landward  barren,  na  merchant  nor  trafiecker,  only 
brought  from  landward,  for  the  maintainance  of  his  friends,  and  continuing  of  the  office  of  provos- 
try,  in  their  name,  by  the  assistance  of  diverse  landward  barrons,  has  intruded  himself  in  the 
office  of  provost,  and  violently  continued  himself  therein  by  the  space  of  two  years  togedier,  as  his 
predecessors  has  done  continually  by  the  space  of  fifly  years,  and  more ;  thereby  drawing  the  es- 
tates of  his  Majesty's  free  burgh  to  the  similitude  of  an  burgh  of  barony,  not  only  against  his  Ma- 
jest3r's  laws,  but  also  against  the  sworn  oath  of  die  whole  town,  publicly  convened  at  the  Michael- 
mas  election  of  provost  and  magistrates,  in  1587  years,  as  the  act  and  ordinance  of  their  own  book 
will  testify,  to  the  utter  wreck  of  this  haill  town  ;  which  act  being  inspedal  the  electors  of  magis- 
trates for  more  years  than  one  together,  shall  tine  their  freedoms,  and  incur  the  pain  of  pimire, 
and  so  cannot  be  commissioners ;  And  for  the  said  Mr.  Thomas,  is  second,  third,  fonrd de- 
pendant with  the  most  part  of  these,  against  whom  the  poor  community  of  this  town  is  to  mean 
themselves  before  your  worships,  anent  the  wrongs  sustained  by  the  said  commons,  for  reparatioa 
of  the  desert  and  wasted  common  good  of  the  burgh. 

*'  Item,  the  said  Alex.  Rutherford  is  in  the  like  condition  of  the  said  Mr.  Thomas  own  sistei^i 
son,  and  has  married  his  daughter,  against  whom  also  the  community  has  actions  of  purprinon,  for 
usurping  of  an  great  part  and  quantity  of  the  common  lands  of  the  said  burgh ;  and,  therefore^  he 
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was  resorted  to  by  the  party  in  opposition^  in  order  to  accomplish  a 
reduction  of  all  the  elections  of  the  magistrates  and  town  council 

which 


can  noway  be  commanded  of  the  said  burgh^  for  us  and  community  foresaid;  and,  therefore,  de« 
ares  your  wisdoms  to  give,"  &a 

The  commissions  were  sustained,  in  regard  the  commissioners  were  kwfuUy  chosen  by  the 
town  conncO,  and  the  convention  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 

On  the  9th  of  June,  Mr.  Cheyne  and  Mr.  King  gave  in  their  protestations  against  the  proceed- 
ings ;  and  on  the  10th,  Mr.  Cheyne  gave  m  the  following  articles  :«- 

''  In  the  first  place,  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  by  the  acts  of  his  Majesty's  parliament,  and  prede- 
cessors, of  most  noble  and  high  renown,  no  man  lawfully  may  bear  office  but  for  an  year ;  and  that 
|Mitiality  and  mischief,  which  is  undoing  of  burrows,  in  the  dection  thereof,  ought  to  have  no  place. 
As  also,  that  no  man  ought  to  trouble,  or  give  fear  and  dread  to  his  neighbour,  in  election  of  die 
magistrates;  and  that  no  man  leisomely  may  be  chosen  provost,  baillies,  or  alderman  to  burgh,  but 
that  are  honest  and  substantial  burgesses,  merchants,  and  indwellers  in  the  said  burgh.  That  the 
conunon  good  of  burgh  ought  to  be  yearly  rouped,  at  the  most  set  for  the  space  of  three  years;  and 
that,  finally,  the  evidents,  common  books,  writes,  artillery,  and  jewels  of  the  town,  ought  to  be  put 
in  sure  and  public  custody;  and  it  is  true  that  all  these  heads  are  transgressed  within  the  miserable 
bowels  of  this  common  wealth,  and  by  so  fiur  as  his  Majesty's  free  burgh  has  been  thralled  to  serve 
an  race  of  people,  as  it  were  an  burgh  of  barony,  never  having  any  provost  or  council  changed  by 
the  space  of  fifty  years  together,  except  it  were  by  death ;  and,  in  that  case,  one  of  the  same  race, 

as  it  were  an  state  of succeeding  years.    No  person  ci  burgh  but  they  knowing  any 

thing  concerning  the  custody  of  the  evidents  or  jewels  of  the  town ;  none  but  they  having  inieres 
to  the  disposition  of  the  rents  thereof;  no  common  good  rouped  for  the  space  of  thirty  years  by- 
gone: Wherefore  we  desire,  seeing  there  is  no  council  chosen  this  year  as  yet,  nor  has  been  by  lang 
space  before.  That  we  may  have  place,  and  choose  fiirth  an  unsuspected  council,  of  the  most 
worthy,  substantial  merchants  of  the  hail  body  of  our  town,  as  use  is  in  other  well  reformed  towns, 
and  in  competent  numbers. 

*<  Item,  the  leets  for  election  of  the  provost  not  to  be  restrained  to  the  name  of  Menzies,  their 
fiiends  and  allies,  but  to  be  extended  to  an  number  of  the  most  worthy  of  burgh,  that  knows  the 
state  thereof  and  by  the  advice  and  vote  of  the  haill  town,  ane  thereof  to  be  chosen ;  and  he  that  is 
chosen  only  to  bear  office  for  one  year. 

''  Item,  the  Dean  of  Guild  to  be  yearly  chosen  by  the  town,  and  have  full  jurisdiction,  as  he  has 
in  other  towns. 

''  Item,  the  town's  seal  to  be  put  in  the  custody  of  two  unsuspected  persons'  hands  yearly,  at  the 
election.  The  town's  books,  evidents,  public  sureties,  sasines,  and  jewels  pertaining  to  the  town, 
to  be  put  in  the  keeping  house  where  they  were  before,  in  a  chest,  with  four  locks,  and  four  un- 
suspected persons  to  be  keepers  thereof;  and,  in  the  meantime,  the  evidents  to  be  sichted  by  such 
competent  numbers  of  unsuspected  persons  as  your  wisdoms  shall  appoint  Item,  your  wisdoms 
act,  made  at  St  Andrew's,  anent  the  rouping  of  the  common  good,  to  be  put  to  execution  betwixt 
this  and day  of next"    This  was  ordered  to  be  answered  against  to-nvozrow. 

The  following  answer  was  then  given  in  :«« 

'^lltli 
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which  had  taken  place  for  thirty  years  preceding ;  and  also  to  ob- 
tain redress  of  various  other  grievances,  of  which  the  burgesses  com- 
plained. During  the  dependance  of  these  law-suits,  Mr.  Cheyne 
had  been  expelled  from  the  council,  in  rather  an  arbitrary  manner, 
for  opposing  the  powers^  authority^  and  lawfulness  of  the  town  coun- 
cil, by  maintaining  that  no  lawful  election  had  taken  place  for  several 
years ;  and  by  insisting  that  the  craftsmen  were  eligible  to  offices  in 
the  council,  in  place  of  being  named  only  auditors  of  the  public 

accounts. 


*'  1  Ith  June^  1590.— The  proTOrt^  bailb'es,  and  councO  of  the  burgh  of  Aberdeen^  sneient  citiseiM 
and  burgesses  thereof^  with  the  greatest  part  <£  the  community  of  the  same^  answering  to  certam 
artidei  given  in^  presented  before  you,  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  Burghs,  assembled  at  Aberdeen 
the  10th  of  June,  1590  years,  craving  reformation  of  die  civil  government  of  the  ssM  bufgh,  sayB, 
It  is  common  to  all  persons,  when  provoked  to  bauld  rashness,  namely,  to*********** 
the  alterations,  innovatkig  and  altering  of  die  civil  government,  or  of  any  burgh  or  commonwealth 
which  so  long  has  flourished  in  civil  polished  quietness  and  tranquiUtty,  and  so  long  has  been  gc^ 
vemed,  through  the  observing  and  kee(nng  of  lovable  constitution,  and  good  laws,  set  down  of 
old.  To  all  such  we  say,  to  cover  their  desires  and  enterprises,  in  under  some  honest  pretence,  de- 
siring, as  it  were,  an  better  form  of  government  to  be  introduced  therein ;  nor,  at  any  time,  since 
the  erection  of  their  burgh  has  been  concredited  and  received,  even  so  it  is  widi  the  adherents  to  the 
said  articles;  seeing  that  true  it  is,  contimiany  since  the  said  burgh  of  Aberdeen  was  erected  by  his 
Majesty's  most  noble  progenitors,  of  good  memory,  m  an  free  regal  burgh,  dotting  the  same  with 
diverse  Hberdes,  immunities,  and  privileges,  and  chiefly  with  the  privilege  of  free  election  of  pro- 
vost, baiUies,  and  council,  dean  of  guild,  treasurer,  clerk,  and  other  ordmar  officers  within  the  same^ 
which  privfleges  altogether,  by  the  said  articles,  are  craved  to  be  abrogated. 

'^  The  settled  fonn,  long  continued  estate  of  government,  foresaid,  in  no  time  heretofore,  since 
the  erection  of  the  said  buigh,  has  been  altered  or  changed  ;  but  the  same,  to  this  day  and  time, 
has  been  followed  out,  and  inviolably  observed,  according  to  the  said  privileges,  allowed  and  ap- 
proved by  his  Highness  and  his  Majesty's  predecessors,  from  time  to  time,  notwithstanding  of  his 
Grace's  acts  of  parliament  The  form  of  the  election  of  the  provost,  baiUies,  and  council,  treasurer, 
and  dean  of  guild,  within  the  burgh,  has  been  invariably  the  same  for  the  space  of  fifty  years;  and 
what  is  pretended  to  is  nothkig  but  m  alteration  of  the  fundamental  gevemraent  o^the  saiid  buigh; 
for,  by  a  decreet  arbitral  between  the  merchants  and  trades  there,  no  tradesmen  can  bear  offc^  nor 
be  upon  the  council ;  and  all  the  royal  burrows  are  not  governed  after  one  maimer  of  government," 
&c 

The  convention  continued  their  sederunts  from  day  to  day,  until  the  15th  of  June;  during  whid 
time  there  were  a  variety  of  protestations,  hinc  tfu^.  A  dedaration,  in  name  of  the  community,  was 
dien  put  in,  expressing  a  ^  willingness  absolutely  to  refer  aD  the  Afierences  to  die  boroughs ;  but 
die  magistrates  were  inclined  only  to  refer  them  conditionally.  The  convention  at  lengdi  fknd 
7^  they  would  not  medle  w^  it,  but  remitted  to  the  Judge  competent ;  and,  in  tile  meantime,  de- 
daired  y^  the  ptie  breaker  of  the  peace,  and  troubler  of  the  odier,  aould  ineurr  a  great  penalty." 

Journals  of  the  ConTaition  of  Bonagtig  at  AberdcsDi  from  1558  to  1596^— Eitracti  of  Jouroala,  foL  i  p.  16. 
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accounts.*  This  could  not  fail  to  irritate  bis  party  to  a  great  de-^ 
gree.  It  gave  rise  to  another  law-suit  before  the  supreme  court,  in 
name  of  Mr.  Cheyne,  Mr.  Ewen,  and  others,  against  the  magistrates 
and  council,  on  various  grounds,  particularly  to  enforce  production  of 
the  registers  of  their  proceedings,  the  rolls  of  taxation,  and  the  books 
of  their  accoimts.  At  Michaelmas,  I59I9  the  magistrates  and  council, 
notwithstanding  the  writ  which  they  had  obtained  from  the  king,  au« 
thorising  them  to  continuethe  former  practice  in  the  election,  judged 
it  expedient,  with  a  view  to  conciliate  the  minds  of  the  citizens,  and 
to  regain  their  confidence,  to  depart  from  this  system,  and  to  choose 
twelve  new  counsellors,  who^  with  four  only  of  the  old  members,  were 
to  form  the  town  council  for  the  ensuing  year.f  This  measure,  how- 
ever well  intended  it  may  have  been,  does  not  appear  jto  have  had  the 
desired  effect,  or  to  have  given  much  satisfaction;  for  the  burgesses  still 
continued  their  discontents,  and  the  prosecution  of  their  law-suits. 
On  the  29th  December,  the  magistrates  made  another  pacific  at- 
tempt, in  the  hope  of  conciliating  their  fellow-citizens  in  these  criti- 
cal times.  They  passed  an  act  of  council,  by  which  they  appear  to 
have  had  in  contemplation  to  make  an  application  to  the  supreme 
court,  in  name  of  the  old  and  new  councils,  for  authority  to  establish 
a  proper  plan  for  conducting  the  election  of  the  magistrates  and 
council,  not  only  for  this  year,  but  in  time  coming,  which  they  con- 
ceived would  tend  to  terminate  the  present  controversy ;  but  whether 
such  an  application  was  made  does  not  appear^  nor  does  any  thing 
further  occur  in  the  record  on  that  subject.  On  the  21st  of  the  sub- 
sequent month  of  January,  the  lords  of  session,  however,  pronounced 
a  judgment  of  acquittal,  in  the  law-suits  which  had  been  brought 
before  them,  as  far  as.  they  regarded  the  elections  preceding  the  year 
1591  ;$  and,  on  the  20th  of  May  thereafter,  they  pronounced  another 
judgment,  by  which  they  also  acquitted  the  magistrates  and  town 
council  as  to  the  election  at  Michaelmas,  1591,  "  because  the  pro- 
vost, baillies,  and  magistrates  of  the  said  borough  were  lawfully 
elected  and  chosen,  conform  to  the  acts  of  parliament  made  anent 

election 


*  Council  Register^  vol.  zxxiii.  p.  898,  et  seq.  .  t  Ibid.  Tol.  zzxiv.  p.  1« 

t  CouncS  Regifter,  toL  zzst.  p.  ft95. 
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election  of  magistrates  within  borough,  and  under  the  authority  of 
the  king's  special  letters/*  The  lords,  at  the  same  time,  **  decerned 
and  declared,  that,  in  all  time  thereafter,  the  officers,  magistrates, 
provost,  baillies,  and  council,  shall  be  yearly  elected,  and  chosen,  ac- 
cording to  the  acts  of  parliament,  in  all  points."  The  defendants 
were  also  found  entitled  to  receive  L.20  of  expences  from  the  prose- 
cutors, and  L.5,  which  had  been,  according  to  order,  consigned  by 
them  in  the  hands  of  the  collector  of  court.*  Meanwhile  it  would 
appear,  that  inspection  had  been  given  to  the  burgesses,  in  presence 
of  David  Cunningham,  bishop  of  Aberdeen,  who  had  been  appointed 
commissioner  for  this  purpose,  of  all  the  registers,  both  of  the  bo- 
rough court  and  council,  and  of  the  ancient  charters  and  writs  be- 
longing to  the  town,  in  compliance  with  the  injunctions  of  the  lords 
of  session.! 

After  these  judgments  had  been  given  in  the  supreme  court,  the 
spirit  of  opposition  was  again  roused,  and  could  not  be  easily  re- 
strained. The  discontented  part  of  the  citizens  adopted  an  expe- 
dient, which  characterised  the  times,  to  obtain  redress  of  their 
grievances  at  their  own  hand,  by  having  recoiurse  to  hostile  measures* 
On  the  27th  September,  1592,  being  the  day  appointed  for  the  an- 
nual election,  they  equipped  themselves  in  arms,  and  assembled  in 
the  Gray  Friars  Church,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  town,  having 
formed  a  determination  to  vindicate,  by  these  means,  what  they  con- 
ceived to  be  their  rights  and  privileges.  J  The  people,  whose  minds 
were,  perhaps,  artfully  inflamed,  now  burst  forth  into  an  excess  of 
fury ;  and  the  vain  attempt  which  was  made  by  the  magistrates  to 
quell  the  disturbance,  was  unhappily  followed  by  bloodshed.  § 
In  this  critical  juncture,  they  deemed  it  expedient  to  open  a  nego- 
ciation  for  bringing  matters  to  an  accommodation  with  their 
fellow-citizens,  by  means  of  David  Anderson,  Alexander  Forbes,  and 
Thomas  Leslie,  three  of  the  baillies ;  and  two  other  members  of  the 

councili 


*  Council  Register,  voL  zxziv.  p.  510^  et  seq.  t  Ibid,  vol  zzziy.  p.  17S»  et  seq. 

%  Cooncil  R^pgteir,  yoL  suiv;  p.  517,  et  seq. 

§  One  person  was  killed^  and  fifteen  were  wounded,  of  wliom  tbree  wore  magistrates. 
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council^  whom  they  delegated  for  that  special  purpose.  This  pacific 
measure  had  the  desired  effect.  Both  parties  would  seem  to  have  been 
wearied  of  the  long  struggle ;  a  reconciliation  speedily  took  place,  and 
the  magistrates  and  whole  community  afterwards  assembled  at  the 
Woolmanhill,  on  terms  of  amity  and  good  will.  Hence  they  proceeded 
to  the  church,  where  they  heard  sermon,  and  extinguished  all  their  for- 
mer rancour  and  animosities.  The  day  appears  to  have  been  con- 
cluded with  a  cheerful  glass  at  the  cross  ;  and  the  parties  mutually 
forgave  each  other  the  bloodshed  which  had  unfortunately  been  oc- 
casioned on  both  sides.  Thus  tranquillity  was  happily  re-established 
among  all  ranks  of  the  citizens. 

When  the  effervescence  of  party  spirit  had  gradually  settled,  the 
election  of  the  magistrates  and  council,  which  had  taken  place  at  this 
time,  was  abandoned,*  and  the  whole  matter  in  controversy  between 
the  magistrates  and  the  burgesses  became  the  subject  of  an  arbitration 
of  their  sovereign,  as  oversman,  and  twelve  persons  as  umpires, 
namely,  four  lords  of  session,  four  dergymen,  and  four  burgesses  of 
guild  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh.  King  James  and  these  umpires, 
after  a  solemn  hearing  of  the  parties,  pronounced  a  decree  arbitral, 
upon  the  7th  of  the  following  month  of  December,  by  which  they 
found,  ^^  that  Thomas  Menzies^f  heir  apparent  of  Durne,  shall  be  pro- 
vost of  the  said  borough  of  Aberdeen  for  this  year ;  William  Men^ 
«fe^,f  Master  Patrick  Cheyne^  George  Forhes^^  and  William  Gray^lf, 
baillies;  Master  Richard  Irving^  dean  of  guild;  and  David  Cargill^ 
treas\u*er,  of  the  said  borough ;  and  that  David  Ferguson^  Alexander 
Hutherfordy-f  John  Colly son^'\  Alexander  Cullen^-f  William  JacJc^  Alex^ 
ander  Ewen^X  «^<«wie5  Settonj-\  Andrew  Scherar^l^  Thomas  Duvye^  Robert 
Menzies;  James  Robertson^  goldsmith,  and  Alexander  Stevin^X  baxter, 
two  of  the  craftsmen^  shall  be  counsellors ;  who  were  all  elected^  nomi^ 
nated^  and  chosen^  for  the  said  year,  by  this  decree  arbitral  These  were 
ordained  to  accept  their  offices  respectively,  to  give  their  oaths, 
de  fideli  administratione  officii^  judicially,  before  the  commissary  of 

Y  Aberdeen ; 


*  Council  Register,  toL  xxxiv.  p.  557- 

t  Those  were  of  the  defendants,  in  the  several  law-suits  against  the  magistrates  before  the  court 
of  session ;  and  those  marked  %  were  cxf  the  prosecutors. 
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Aberdeen ;  and  to  remain  in  office  until  Wednesday  iiAmediately  pre^ 
ceding  Michaelmas  ensuing.  His  Majesty  and  tJiose  umpires  con*^ 
eluded  with  enjoining  the  acts  of  parliament  concerning  the  elec- 
tions of  magistrates,  council,  and  office-men,  within  boroughs,  to  be 
precisely  observed  in  all  time  coming."  By  these  means  this  serious,  but 
important  affair  to  the  commimity,  which  had  been  the  source  of  so 
much  ferment,  disorder,  and  animosity,  among  the  citizens,  for  seve- 
ral years,  was  at  length  terminated.* 

On  the  election  of  the  new  council  and  magistrates,  at  Michael- 
mas, 1593,  under  the  authority  of  his  Majesty's  decree  arbitral,  Mr. 
John  Cheyne,  who  had  commenced  the  contest  in  1588,  was  unani- 
mously elected  provost ;  and  Mr.  Ewen  continued  a  coimsellor :  at 
the  same  time,  several  of  Mr.  Cheyne'ft  professional  friends  obtained 
places  in  the  new  council.  Mr.  Cheyne  and  Mr.  Ewen,  being  men 
of  great  respectability  in  the  town,  were  afterwards  delated 
to  represent  the  community  before  the  king^  then  at  Ardes  Cowie^  in 
the  course  of  one  of  his  northern  excursioBS ;  and  were  enjoined  to 
solicit  his  Majesty  to  dispense  with  the  attendance  of  the  magistrates 
upon  him  at  that  place,  and  for  his  permission  to  receive  Mm  at 
the  Bridge  of  Dee,  on  his  approach  to  the  town.f  Mr.  Cheyne's 
professional  avocations,  however,  appear  to  have  been  of  more  con* 
sideration  to  him  than  the  hooiourable  appointment  of  chief  magis- 
trate ;  for  he  often  had  occasion,  while  in  office,  to  apply  to  the  coim- 
cil  to  dispense  with  his  attendance,  on  account  o£  his  other  engage^ 
ments.  He  enjoyed  the  office  only  one  year ;  and  represented  the 
borough  in  parliament.  The  thanks  of  the  community  were  pub^ 
licly  voted  tb  him  in  a  head  court,  which  was  assembled  for  the  pui^ 
pose ;  and  a  few  days  after  leaving  the  chair,  as  chief  ms^trate,  the 
council  granted  to  him  an  ample  testimonial,  under  their  priry  seat,  c^ 
bis  having  dutifuMy^  uprightly^  and  diligently  discharged  the  office^ 

The  elevation  of  Mr.  Cheyne  to  the  dignity  of  provost  occasioned 
no  little  jealousy  in  the  minds  of  the  commercial  part  of  the  commu- 
nity; 


♦  Council  Register^  vol.  joadv,  p.  550,  et  seq.  t  Ibii  voL  xzxvi.  p.  6580 

t  Council  Register^  vol.  xxsv.  p.  1— -I66. 
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nity ;  but  in  none  more  than  the  adherents  of  the  former  leaders 
in  the  administration^  who  still  retained  a  considerable  influence  in 
the  politics  of  the  borough.  The  services  of  men  of  law  in  the  coun- 
cil were,  therefore,  in  due  time,  dispensed  with ;  and  those  only  who 
were  concerned  in  commerce  were  allowed  to  enjoy  the  several  offices 
in  the  magistracy  and  council,  and  to  direct  the  administration  of 
the  civil  and  political  affairs  of  the  town.  Indeed,  the  subsequent 
acts  of  the  convention  of  boroughs,  and  particularly  the  acts  of  par- 
liament, 80.  King  James  VI.*  rendered  professional  men  and  others, 
not  merchants  and  actual  traffickers^  incapable  of  holding  any  office  in 
the  magistracy  for  the  future. 

But  although  the  decree  arbitral  of  King  James  compromised 
matters  as  to  the  election  for  the  year  1592,  and  fixed  the  num- 
ber of  burgesses  of  guild  and  craftsmen^  of  which  the  council  was  to 
consist;  yet  it  by  no  means  defined  the  extent  of  the  powers  of  the 
corporations  of  artificers  in  it,  or  settled  the  number  of  votes  to 
which  they  were  entitled :  nor  did  it  fix  the  number  of  members  of 
which  the  old  and  new  councils  were  to  be  composed  at  the  annual 
election  of  magistrates,  and  office-bearers ;  and,  therefore,  to  ob- 
viate hll  ijuestions  on  these  topics,  it  was  thought  expedient  to  refer 
these  points  to  the  qrhitration  of  the  Convention  of  Royal  Boroughs^ 
to  which  all  the  citizens  cordially  acceded. 

On  the  5th  July,  1596,  the  convention  met  at  Aberdeen,  and, 
after  weighing  the  merits  of  the  question  between  the  magistrates 
and  the  burgesses  of  guild,  pronounced  an  award,  finding,  "  that  two 
craftsmen  of  the  old  council,  and  two  of  the  new,  with  the  six  dea- 
cons only,  being  ten  persons,  were  to  have  votes  in  the  election  of 
provost,  baillies,  and  other  office-bearers ;  and  in  case  any  of  them 
happened  to  be  absent  on  that  day,  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  re- 
maining members  to  elect  another  in  his  place.  That  the  provost, 
baillies,  and  the  other  members  of  the  old  and  new  councils,  who 
were  burgesses  of  guild,  should  not  exceed  the  number  of  thirty 
persons ;  and  that,  in  case  of  the  absence  of  any  of  these  members, 

Y  2  other 


*  Acts  of  Piarli«meDt»  toL  iv.  p.  435. 
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Other  burgesses  of  guild  were  to  be  chosen  in  their  place,  to  vote  at 
the  election,  according  to  the  number  which  might  happen  to  be 
absent.  The  old  and  new  councils  were,  therefore,  ordained  to  con- 
sist of  forty  persons  ;  and,  in  the  event  of  an  equality  of  votes,  it  was 
expressly  declared,  that  the  provost  or  chief  magistrate  present 
should  be  entitled,  not  only  to  a  deliberative,  but  also  to  a  casting 
vote."*  This  is  denominated  tlie  set-f  of  the  borough  of  Aberdeen. 
The  decree  iarbitral  of  the  Convention  of  Boi'oughs,  which  composed 
all  differences  between  the  parties,  appears  to  have  been  received  by 
the  citizens  with  universal  satisfaction;  and,  notwithstanding  the 
changeable  opinions  of  men,  and  the  many  vicissitudes  which  have 
since  happened  in  the  nation,  has  been  regarded  with  the  strictest 
observance,  from  that  time  to  the  present  day.:|: 

In 


*  Journals  of  the  Convention  of  Boroughs  at  Aberdeen— Council  Register,  vol.  xxxvL  p.  564^ 
et  seq. 

t  The  form  which  directs  the  mode  of  choosing  the  magistrates  and  town  council. 

i  Th^  Convention  of  Boroughs  was  too  well  aware  of  the  extent  of  its  powers  in  such  cases,  even 
at  this  period,  to  interfere  in  such  matters  in  any  other  way  than  under  the  authority  of  a  voluntary 
reference,  by  the  administrators  of  the  town,  and  an  accession  to  it  by  all  the  citizens  who  were  in- 
terested in  its  issue.  In  ancient  times,  recourse  was  frequently  had  to  the  convention,  to  alter  or 
new-model  the  political  constitution  of  boroughs ;  but  whatever  was  done  proceeded  upon  voluntary 
submissions,  or  references  by  the  parties,  or  a  surrender  of  all  their  rights  into  the  hands  of  the  con- 
vention, for  a  new  set  to  be  returned  to  them.  There  were  many  instances  ef  that  assembly  having 
declined  its  own  jurisdiction,  when  the  consent  of  all  parties  to  the  exercise  of  their  authori^  waa 
wanting;  and,  particularly,  at  the  conmiencement  of  the  present  struggle,  15th  June,  1590.§  In  a 
case  of  a  borough,  whose  set  was  established  by  a  decree  arbitral,  confirmed  by%nmemorial  practice, 
and  ratified  by  an  act  of  the  king  in  privy  council,  one  part  of  the  citizens,  in  opposition  to  the 
other,  voted  a  resolution  to  apply  for  the  authority  of  the  convention  to  alter  the  set  of  the  borough. 
This  resolution  was  interrupted  by  their  political  opponents,  who  presented  a  bill  of  suspension  to 
the  supreme  court,  alleging,  among  other  matters,  that  the  convention  had  no  power  to  alter  the 
set  of  the  town ;  and  the  court,  after  mature  deliberation,  found  unanimously  that  no  such  powers 
were  possessed  by  the  convention.  ||  This  judgment  of  the  court  was  founded  upon  the  most  ob* 
vions  principles  of  law  and  expediency.  The  eminent  lawyer,  who  wrote  the  History  of  Edinburgfa,^ 
observes,  with  much  propriety,  that  ^'  when  the  constitution  of  a  body  corporate  has  been  once 
fixed,  the  rights  arising^  therefrom  are  as  inviolable  as  those  of  private  property;  and,  therefore^ 

§  Notes— page  158. 

II  The  Trades  of  loverness  against  the  Burgesses  of  Guild,  10th  February,  1724 ;  the  HammenneD,  Ac.  of  Glasgow 
against  the  Weavers,  17th  February,  1775;  the  Magistrates  of  Edinburgb  against  the  CrafUmen,  Aug.  7tb,  1778. 

f  Records  of  the  Convention  for  1590,  1724,  1748,  1769» 
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In  the  course  of  this  political  contest,  no  change  or  alteration 
took  place  in  the  ancient  constitution  of  the  borough ;  neither  did 
the  judgments  of  the  Court  of  Session,  the  decree  arbitral  of  King 
James,  nor  the  award  of  the  Convention  of  Boroughs,  make  the  least 
infringement  on  it ;  and  the  two  last  proceeded  entirely  upon  vo- 
luntary references  by  the  administrators  at  the  time,  and  by  the  citi- 
zens who  were  immediately  interested/  The  only  important  advan* 
tages  which  were  gained  in  this  struggle  for  power,  were,  that  the 
artificers  were  to  be  allowed  to  have  two  of  their  number  as  consti- 
tuent members  of  the  council,  in  place  of  being  only  auditors  of  the 
public  accoimts,  as  formerly;*  that  they  should  be  entitled  to  ten 
votes  at  the  annual  election  of  magistrates  and  office-bearers ;  and 
that  the  election  of  the  town  council  should  be  conducted  agreeably 
to  the  established  law. 

When  these  momentous  affairs  in  the  political  government  of  the 
borough  had  been  accomplished,  the  vassal  in  possession  of  the 
town's  public  mills,  after  some  struggle  with  the  magistrates,  was  in- 
duced to  relinquish  the  grant  which  he  had  received,  and  to  re-invest 
the  community  in  the  property;  but. not  without  receiving  a  very 

high 


c^aimot  be  affected  but  by  authority  of  parliament  The  peace  and  security  of  the  constitutipn  at 
large  depends  upon  the  stability  and  harmony  of  the  parts  of  which  it  is  composed.  '  If  these  parts 
are  to  be  regulated  by  the  will  of  that  branch  of  th6  comnmmity  to  which  they  respectii^ely  belong, 
and  not  by  the  dictates  of  their  charters,  we  have  no  such,  thing  as  law  or  a  constitution ;  we  are  no 
longer  governed  by  law^  but  by  the  changeable  caprice  of  men.  Nothing  but  tlie  immutability  of 
the  constitution  can  establish  the  harmony  and  security  of  a  state.  To  tliis,  any  trifling  advantages 
to  be  reaped  from  a  change  ought  to  be  sacrificed/' — {\Amot's  History  of  Edinburgh,  p.  466.] 

It  may  also  be  observed,  that,  ta  a  sacred  trust  is  reposed  in  the  administrators  of  a  royal  bo- 
rough, neither  they  nor  the  dtisens  are  by  law  or  usage  authorised  to  compromise  any  part  of  its 
Gonstitadon  by  matual  oDnoeasiohs,  so  as  to  make  the  least  infringement  o£  it  Indeed  any  advan- 
tage to  be  gained  by  a  partial  BitentkfOi  of  Hm  qratesa  wmild^  in  many  instances,  be  greatly  overba- 
lanced  by  the  bad  consequences  which  might  naturally  result  from  the  hasty  and  inconsiderate  ex* 
ercise  of  such  powers.  Our  ancestors  were  aware  of  this,  and  appear  to  have  been  extremely  tena- 
cious of  th«r  ancient  rights  and  privileges.  We  ought  to  be  equally  careful  to  preserve  tliem, 
and  to  remember  the  old  adage  of  our  preetorium,  '^  Servate  ierminos  quos  patres  vestri  pasuere/* 
When  the  wisdom  of  parliament  thinks  proper  to  interfere  in  these  matters,  it  will  adopt  the  best 
means  of  accomplishing  that  alteration  or  amendment  which  will  tend  to  improve  tlie  system,  jind 
not  endanger  either  the  safety  of  the  constitution,  or  the  Security  of  the  people. 

*  Council  I^gister,  v«|i*rx^cxiii.  p.  367. 
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high  recompense  in  money.  The  sum  which  was  exacted  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  original  grant  was  no  less  than  5000  merks.  ^  This 
was  raised  partly  by  the  price  of  the  lands  of  Ardlair,*  which  had 
been  sold  by  the  master  of  church  and  bridge  works,f  some  years 
previously,  for  the  sum  of  4000  merks ;  and  the  balance  was  made  up 
fVom  the  funds  of  the  treasury,  f 

During  this  aera,  the  pestilence,  which  had  so  frequently  aflSiicted 
the  citizens  at  former  periods,  and  had  often  made  its  appearance 
in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  does  not  seem  to  have  been  prevalent 
in  the  town,  although,  in  the  year  1608,  it  broke  out  in  Torrie,  on 
the  south  side  of  the  river  Dee,  where  it  raged  for  some  time ;  and,  on 
repeated  occasions,  some  symptoms  of  it  had  appeared  among  the 
inhabitants.  The  rigorous  precautions  which  were  adopted  by  the 
magistrates,  on  intelligence  being  brought  to  the  town  of  its  raging 
in  other  places,  probably  had  been  the  means  of  preventing  it  from 
making  much  progress,  or  spreading  in  the  town.§  But,  towards 
the  close  of  the  sixteenth  century,  the  leprosy,  a  disease  frequent 
and  common  among  the  Jews,  and  the  loathsomeness  and  severity 
of  which  are  pathetically  described  in  the  scriptuies,  made  its  app- 
pearance  among  some  of  the  inhabitants ;  and,  although  it  was  not 
attended  with  such  fatal  consequences  to  them,  yet  was  equally 
dreaded  as  the  pestilence.  An  hospital  was  founded  on  the  croft, 
which  was  distinguished  by  the  name  of  the  leper's  croft,  near  the 
Gallowhills,  for  the  reception  of  persons  who  were  afflicted  with  that 
disease.  This  institution  was  supported  from  the  public  funds,  and, 
soon  after  being  established,  obtained  from  King  James  VL  a  grant,  {| 

foi 


*  Tkete  lands  had  been  gxuited  by  Biahop  Gsvio  DunlMff,  inliw  y«ar  15^9,  hj  a  Ami  oCnMrU 
man^  to  the  coubcH  and  cootunuiiky^  fbv  sapportfaig  iHe  Bridge  of  Dee<*-*[[€aif jict/  Bggis^eip,  vol.  JoL 
p.  734.3 

t  The  office-bearer  in  the  town  council  who  has  the  charge  of  the  funds  l^longing  to  these  works. 

%  Cou^cicil  Bflgister^  voL  xzxiv.  p.  7S6.  vol.  xxxvi*  70S. 

{  MisceUaneoiis  Oecufrenees,  p.  140. 

II  "  James,  be  the  grace  of  God^  King  of  Scottis^  To  all  and  sundrie  our  lieges^  duelland  within 

our  fefdome  of  Abirdene^  and  to  our  louittis Messengeris  our  i^effis  in  that  pairt> 

conjuctlie  and  seweraUe  specialie  constitute  gretingj  for  'SfmeUe  as  we*  being  infbnalit  of  Ae  smal** 
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for  supplying  it  with  fuel^  of  one  peat  ffOm  each  load  brought  to 
the  markets  of  New  and  Old  Aberdeen,*  This  grant,  small  as  it 
may  now  appear  to  be,  was  serviceable^  and  perhaps  very  important 
at  the  time  when  fuel  was  a  scarce  and  an  expensive  article 
among  the  necessaries  of  life.  Such  was  the  virulence  and  terror  of 
this  infectio^lS  disease^.f   that  it  not  unfrequently  occasioned  the 

husband 


nes  of  the  rent  appointit  for  the  leprouiJ  personis  in  the  hospitall  and  houf'^  betwixt  new  and  auld 
Aberdene^  unable  to  austefie  tbame  in  meet  and  fyre,  quhairthrow  ikey  leif  verie  miserabliej  spe« 
cialie  in  tlie  Wynter  seasonn,  and  ar  constranit^  that  tyme  of  the  yeir,  for  balding  in  of  their  lyvea, 
to  reteif  thameselfis  fttrtfa  of  thair  Stfid  appofaitk  reaidence  e<y  the  said  townia  tnxt  adj«eeiit^  amigid 
•lena  peraonia^  throw  the  vehtmaitia  of  the  cauld^qHhvow  tivy  perrell  the  Mtat«  and  hekh  of  mpny 
dene  foOus^  be  thwr  (rupatiy  and  infectionn.  And^  thaicfoir,  we  being  wiell  myndit  to  suppli^ 
thair  indigence  and  Becessitie,  but  ather  the  loisa  of  o^self^  jot  you,  our  aaidis  lieges^  have  givin, 
grantit,  and  disponit ;  and  be  thif  ^  ^tihg  gevls,  grantia,  add  diapooi&(,  to  ftobert  Abell,  and  r6- 
lOMent  of  the  sad  pure  lejproua  persMifl^  and  th$h  nHfOCHsd^,  aiie  p^t  of  o^t^fiie  df  flk  Ud  of 
feittas,  pHUad  A^  marcaa^  to  be  satild,  inW  the  saadfe  towfti%  h».all  ^jrme  cuiag.  Comandeing  and 
chaxgeing  you,  all  and  sundrie  o^  lieges  and  subdittis  foirsaids,  That  ye,  and  ilk  ane  of  you,  redde« 
lie  anfy,  ob^,  and  mak.pament  &  deHveranoe  of  the  dald  custume  of  alie  peit  of  ilk  leid  of  peittid 
pftland  the  merest,  to  be  aauld  in  ather  of  the  aai^  townia  of  Abirdtne^  to  the  aaida  Itobert  Abelf^ 
a»drein«i£t  kpwua  pertonis  f|birsai4  and  thair  aaeoesao^  and  maister  of  the  aaid  hoapitol,  ia  thait 
naines>  and  that  under  reaaauear  in  their  names.  As  ye  and  ilk  a«e  of  you  will  ani^y^  to  us  at  yo^ 
heichiist  charge  and  prell ;  and  under  the  panis  of  cpfiscation  of  all  sick  personis  peittis  as  sail  refuse 
to  pay  the  said  custome  in  al>  tyme  c&ing  to  the  said  pure  people,  thair  stHscessovris,  and  mi^sler  of 
the  said bMptial,  and  thibundilr  flMsaoeara i*  thair  noMi.  Oar  irffi ia hnrlbir,  &c.  Qhrm undtv 
oujf  aigftel^  and  sttbeoivit  with  wa  han^,  at  Falldand^  the  xvi  day  of  August^  and  of  our  reignne 
die  twentie-fyve  y^ir,  1591." 

»'  JAMES  H/* 
^  GsAine.'*  *i  BkmxRT  UEvntA." 

'<  Dorso.'^lae  Kegestrat  Mr.  Bobevt  Young." 

*  Peats  were  brought-  to  the  towns,  in  foamer  times^  on  hovseback,  by  cadgers,  and  sold  in  retail 

-k  '^'  It  is  as  curious,  yet  n^gfected  cbj/xt  of  diaquisition,  '  how  egrtain  diseases  spring  up  and  die 
away  in  different  ages.  The  frequency  of  the  leprosy  among  the  Jews  is  known  to  eyerj  one,  aftd 
ibr  loflthacmeness  Knd  severity  are  pathetically  described  in  llhe  book  of  Job;  but  em  aneestora  also 
irer0  mildb  aflicteA  tnth  il«  K  was,  by  no  m^usm^  a  disease  peoidiar  to  tiie  poor,  but  visited 
•qjifnUlf  the  cottage  aad  the  palace.  King  Robert  Bruee,  who  wbs  said  himself  to  be  afficted  with  tlie 
leprosy,  foimded,  near  the  town  of  Ayr,  an  ^ospit^  for  persons  hd[>ouring  under  that  distemper. 
In  the  reign  of  James  t.  it  was  so  general,  as  to  be  the  sublet  of  parliamentary  regulation. 

"  In  A.D.  I59t,  an  hospital  was  founded  at  Greenside  by  John  Robertson,  merdmnt  in  Edin^- 
latfgh,  for  persons  afflicted  with  the  leprosy,  who  were  interdicted,  by  the  magistrates  of  Edinburgh, 
from  going  without  the  hospital,  or  to  have  its  door  open  after  sun  set,  under  pain  of  death.  That 
this  might  not  be  deemed  an  empty  threatening,  a  g^ows  Was  erected  at  the  gabel  of  the  hospital, 
for  Hie  «niiediit0  exeffiilfMfCte  •0enfcl%''^ilf^  History  ef£dmbm-gk,  p.  S57.;} 


Digitized  by 


Google 


168  AKNAL8  OF   ABERDEEN. 

husband  to  forsake  his  wife,  and  the  wife  and  children  to  abandon 
the  husband  and  the  father ;  while  the  unhappy  patient  was  inter- 
dicted from  holding  intercourse  with  the  brewer,  the  baker,  or  the 
butcher.  Happily  for  society,  in  process  of  time  it  abated  its  viru- 
lence, and  at  length  entirely  wore  out,  about  the  beginning  of  the 
eighteenth  century.  The  leper  house  and  croft  were  then  sold,  and 
the  price  which  was  received  for  them  was  appropriated  to  a  fund  for 
the  establishment  of  an  hospital  for  the  reception  of  persons  de- 
prived of  their  reason  ;*  which,  however,  never  was  erected. 

But  while  this  infectious  disease  was  common  in  the  town,  a  new 
one,  more  contagious,  broke  out  among  the  younger  ranks  of  the 
community,  about  the  year  1608.f  It  raged  with  unabated  fury, 
carrying  off  many  children,  and  baffled  every  medical  art.  This  dis- 
temper was  distinguished  by  the  name  of  the  plague  of  the  pock^  had 
been  brought  to  Britain  by  our  intercourse  with  Turkey,  and  conti- 
nued its  ravages,  not  only  in  the  town,  but  over  the  whole  of  the 
island,  for  nearly  two  centujries.  The  first  remedy  obtained  for  it  was 
by  means  of  Lady  Miry  Montague,  who  introduced  inoculation  from 
the  country  from  which  the  disease  was  brought.  This  was  so  far  a 
relief;  but  it  remained  for  the  celebrated  Dr.  Jenner,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  nineteenth  century,  to  discover  the  most  effectual 
preventive  of  the  virulence  and  fatal  effects  of  the  small-pox,  by 
means  of  inoculation  with  the  cow-pock.  This  has  disarmed  the 
original  distemper  of  all  its  terrors ;  and,  perhaps,  in  the  course  of 
time,  like  the  plague  and  leprosy,  it  may  disappear  altogether. 

The  fancied  crime  of  witchcraft,  which  comprehended  ^  sorcerie^ 
inchantmentj  and  such  devilish  practices^**  was  predominant  in  the  town 
towards  the  close  of  the  sixteenth  century.  It  had  engrossed  the 
particular  attention  of  the  learned  and  enlightened  men  of  the  age ; 
but  of  none  more  than  King  James  VI.  Persons  suspected  of  it 
were  generally  decrepit  old  women,  of  the  most  wretched  part  of  the 
community.  Courts  of  justice  for  the  trial  of  supposed  delinquents 
were  speedily  formed,  and  commissions  were  easily  obtained  from 

the 


Council  Register,  vol.  IviiL  591.  t  Records  of  the  Cfauxth  Session,  vol.  iiL  fixr  1608, 
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the  sovereign  to  special  judges,  for  taking  cognizance  of  such  crimes, 
in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom.  Suspicion  was  almost  sufficient  for 
conviction ;  and  they  generally  went  hand  in  hand.  In  Aberdeen, 
some  shocking  examples  had  been  made,  in  the  course  of  the  year 
1594,  by  burning  a  few  old  women,  who  were  convicted  before  the 
magistrates,  as  justice  deputes  ;*  but  this  was  not  considered  an  ade- 
quate expiation  by  offended  fanaticism.  There  were  yet  found  no 
fewer  than  twenty-four  women  and  two  men,  who  laboured  under  sus- 
picion of  witchcraft,  within  the  town,  in  the  space  of  the  two  subse- 
quent years.  These  were  seized,  under  the  authority  of  the  magis- 
trates, loaded  with  irons,  and  confined,  some  of  them  in  the  steeple, 
and  others  in  the  noisome  vault  of  the  church.  After  undergoing  the 
usual  probationary  trial  of  burning  with  iron  on  the  cheek,  broding^-f 
and  other  such  refined  means  of  torture,  twenty-two  of  the  women 
and  one  of  the  men,  who  survived,  were  brought  before  their  fanatic 
judges,  and  a  jury,  consisting  of  twenty-one  persons  ;:|:  and  the  whole 

z  '  were 


*  ConncQ  Raster,  voL  xxxvi.  p.  759.  t  Pricking  with  a  sharp-pointed  instrument 

i  As  several  commissions  were  obtained  from  the  King,  and  the  Duke  of  Lennox,  as  Lord  Lieu«> 
tenant  of  the  North,  authorising  the  magistrates  to  hold  justioe  courts  on  these  unfortunate  persons, 
we  shall  present  the  following,  as  a  specimen  of  these  cmmiissions  :— 

''  James,  be  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  Scottis,  To  all  and  sundrie  o^  liegeis  and  subdittis, 
qubame,  or  to  quhais  knawlege  thir  oure  letteris  sail  cum,  Greting ;  For  samekill  as  it  is  under* 
stand  to  us,  and  Lordis  of  o^  secreit  counsall.  That  Jenett  Wischert,  spous  to  Johnne  Leyis,  sta* 
bulair  in  Aberdene ;  Thomas  Leyis,  hir  sone;  '  Leyis,  her  dochteris;  and  Isobelle  Cokie,  in 

Kintor,  are  takin  be  the  p^ovest  and  bailleis  of  Aberdene,  and  committat  to  warde,  as  suspect  and 
giltie  of  witchcraft)  sooerie,  and  utheris  diuiUshe  and  detestabill  practiaeis ;  uponn  quhome  necesser 
it  is.  That  iustice  be  ministrat,  conforme  to  )>e  Liwis  of  o^  reahne.  Quhairfoir,  we  have  maid  and 
constitute,  and  be  yir  ^ntis  makis  and  constitutis,  o^  l^uittis,  the  provest  and  bailleis  of  o^  burgh  of 
Aberdene,  oure  iusticeis  in  that  p\  to  the  effect  underwrittin,  Gevand,  grantand,  and  comittand  to 
thaime  oure  full  power  and  oommissionn,  expres  bidding,  and  charge,  courte  or  courtis  to  mak  be 
callit,  absentes  to  amerchiat,  unlawis,  amerchiamentis,  and  escheittis  of  the  saidis  courtis,  to 
ask,  lift,  and  rais,  and,  for  the  same,  giff*  neid  beb,  to  poind  and  distraozie;  And,  in  the  same 
courte  or  courtis,  the  saidis  personis,  to  call  be  dittay,  to  accuu,  and  thame  to  the  knawlege  of  an 
assise  to  putt;  And,  as  yai  sail  happen  to  be  fundin  culpabill  or  innocent.  To  caus  iustice  be  minis* 
trat  uponn  yame,  conforme  to  the  lawis  of  o^  reahne ;  assyiss  neidfull  to  this  effect  of  the  personis 
that  best  knawis  the  vemtie  in  the  said  mater,  ilk  persone  under  the  pane  of  L.40.  To  sumond, 
wame  theis,  and  caus  be  sworn,  darkis,  jp^iands,  dempstaris,  and  all  utheris  offidaris  and  memberis 
of  courte  needfull;  To  mak,  creat,  substitute,  and  ordane,  for  quhome  yai  sal  be  haldin  to  anf^^ 
The  ascheit  guidis  and  geir  of  ]>e  saidis  personb,  in  cais  thay  sal  happin  to  be  convict  and  iustifeit  to 
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were  convicted,  one  of  them  of  eighteen  points  of  cUtlay.  They  were, 
of  course,  condemned  to  the  flames ;  and,  in  order  to  make  a  due  im« 
pression  on  the  minds  of  the  people,  their  sufferings  took  place,  at 
short  intervals,  at  the  Castlehill^  in  the  course  of  the  years  1596-7. 
But  the  prejudices  of  the  people  were  so  strong  against  this  imagi- 
nary crime,  that  they  beheld  the  shocking  spectacle  without  sym- 
pathy, and  with  insensibility,  while  every  spark  of  humanity  would 
seem  to  have  been  extinguished.  The  bodies  of  the  two  women  who 
had  died  by  the  torture  which  had  been  inflicted  upon  them,  were  drag- 
ged through  the  streets  in  a  cart,  and,  being  denied  Christian  burial, 
were  thrown  into  the  earth.  John  Crichton,  the  other  of  the  men,  was 
transported  to  the  castle  of  Dunnotter,  where  he  suffered  in  the  flames. 
The  dean  of  guild  superintended  this  auto  da  fe,  and,  as  a  remune- 
ration for  his  services,  he  was  allowed  the  sum  of  L.47  3s.  4d. 
which  he  retained  in  his  accounts.  Gilbert  Barns,  one  of  the  town's 
Serjeants,  received  a  gratuity  c^  forty  merks,  for  his  attendance  on 
the  sufferers,  while  in  confinement.  The  whole  expence  incujrred  by 
these  executions,  exclusive  of  the  fees  to  the  dean  of  guild  and  the 
oflicer,  amounted  to  no  less  than  L.178  17s.  4d.*  which  was  advanced 

from 


the  deidy  for  the  said  cryme.  To  ask^  lift,  and,  for  ye  same,  gif  neid  beia,  to  poind  and  diatrensie; 
The  ane  half  thairof  to  oure  use,  to  inbring  and  delyverance  of  fe  same  to  o^  thaaauiar  in  o^  name 
to  mak ;  And  the  uther  half  to  our  saidis  iusticeis  awne  use,  for  thair  labouris  to  apply ;  And  ge- 
neralie  all  and  sundrie  utheris  thingis.  To  do  exeroe  and  use  quhilkis  of  law  or  consuetude  of  o^ 
realme  ar  knawine  to  appertene.^-Cbarging,  &c  Gevin  under  o^  «gnet,  and  subsoyuit  with  o^ 
hand,  at  Haliruid-hous,  the  second  day  of  February,  and  of  o^  reign  the  30th  year,  1596." 

*'  J.  Lindsay,  Secreiarius."  «*  JAM£S  H." 

Dorf .-*''  Comission  to  "pe  ^vest  and  baillies  to  halde  justice  on  Janet  Wischart-— Sche  is  cbvick 
xvii  February,  1596,  by  xxi  persons  of  assise,  of  xviii  ^ytis  of  dittay,  and  as  a  common  weser  and 
socerer,  and  ordint  to  be  brunt  ^  she  be  deid.  Isobd  Cokkie,  in  Kytor^  be  vertew  of  (is  comis- 
sion, cbvick  and  brunt,  19th  February,  1696." 

*  It  may  not  be  incurioas  here  to  present  an  extract  fixmi  the  aeeounts  of  Ae  dean  of  guild,  Ibr 
the  year  from  Sqitember  1596  to  1597>  of  the  particular  charges  attending  these  exUnoidinaiy 
executions  :*— 

L.  s.   d. 

1 595    Item,  for  tar  barrels,  fire,  peats,  to ws^  and  stake,  used  in  burning  the  witches  3    0    0 

..*    for  eirding  Sapphock^  wh6  died  in  prison  •  «  0    6    8 
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from  the  funds  of  the  guildiy.    In  the  beginning  of  the  subsequent 
century,  fanaticism  still  influenced  the  people  against  sorcerers,  and 

z  £  those 


L.  t. 

d. 

2  0 

0 

1  4 

0 

1  6 

8 

0  16 

8 

0  16 

0 

0  0 

4 

0  13 

4 

0  6 

8 

Janet  Wischart  and  Isabel  Cookie 
1596    Item^  for  xx  load  of  peats     .... 

aboDofcoala  i^  «i  •  . 

iv  tar  banrela  «  «  *  « 

fire,  and  iron  barrels  •  ■  •  . 

a  stake,  and  for  dressing  it  »  •  - 

iy  &diom  of  rope  •  •  • 

canying  the  peats,  coak,  and  Karreb,  to  the  hill  • 

John  Justice,  for  their  execution  m  m  ^ 

Item,  for  trailing  Monteith  through  the  streets  in  a  cart,  she  having  hanged  her« 

self  in  prison;  cart  hire,  and  AntUfig  her  -  -  0  10    0 

Thomae  Lejfii 
Item,  the  xxiii  of  Felnruaiy^  1596^  for  peats,  tar  barrels,  fire  and  coals,  and  exe- 
cutioner's fee,  ut  supra  -  •  «  •  3  13    4 
Christian  Mkchd,  Bessie  Thorny  and  Isabel  Barron 
Item,  ifar  peals,  tar  barrels,  kc  ut  siqsra                        -  ^                -                   10    0    8 

Katharine  Fergus,  alias  Scudde,  and  Margaret  Clerk,  alias  Bean 
Item,  for  peats,  tar  barrels.  See.  ut  supra  «•  .  • 

...    GflbertKraie,  fiwr  maintaining  the  witches  •  - 

Isabel  Ritchie,  Margaret  Og,  Hden  Rodger,  and  Elspet  Henderson 
Item,  for  xliiii  loads  of  peats  •  .  - 

iiii  tar  barrels  -  •  •  - 

ii  oil  barrels  ■  «  •  « 

vi  loads  of  fir  •  «  «  » 

ii  iron  banrela  ■  •  •  ^ 

viiifiuJiomsofrope  «  .  •  • 

peats  and  coals,  to  tiy  ihcm  m  the  Ubrary,  two  days  before  tbe  exe« 

cutioD  «  «  «  « 

astdfie,  dressing,  and  carriage  ■  ■  » 

carriageof  peats,  coals,  and  barrels  •  » 

a  spear,  brdcen  at  the  exepition  .  m  » 

John  Justice,  for  his  fee  -  •  » 

Katharine  Gerard,  Christian  Reid,  and  Janet  Grant 
Item,  for  coals,  peats,  and  similar  articles  «  «  -820 

Helen  Fraser,  and  Katharine  Forres 
Item,  for  coals^  peats,  and  similar  articles^  -  -  7    7    0 

Helen  Gray,  and  Agnes  WAsler 
Item,  for  coals,  peats,  and  similar  articles  -  -  n        6    ^    S 

Janet  Douglas,  Agnes  Smellie,  and  Katharine  Elshioner 
Item,  for  coals,  peats,  and  similar  articles  •  «  12    8    4 

•••    for  tfie  hire  of  a  hone,  to  carry  John  Crichton,  who  was  iqpprehended  as  a 

witch,  to  Diumotter        ■  •  •  •  0    8    4 

1597    Item, 


18  16 

6 

20  0 

0 

4  7 

0 

1  10 

0 

0  18 

0 

0  10 

8 

0  6 

8 

0  0 

8 

0  6 

8 

0  16 

8 

0  18 

4 

0  0 

4 

1  0 

0 

i 


Digitized  by 


Google 


17S  ANNALS   OF   ABERDEEN. 

those  suspected  of  witchcraft.  In  the  year  1680,  several  women, 
who  were  under  suspicion  of  this  imaginary  crime,  were  seized,  as 
proper  objects  of  the  cognizance  of  the  magistrates.  The  privy 
council  was  applied  to  for  a  commission  to  institute  a  court  of  jus- 
tice ;  and,  in  order  that  it  might  be  obtained  with  the  greater  faci- 
lity, the  declaration  of  Marion  Hardj/y  an  old  woman,  was  taken  upon 
oath,  with  great  solemnity,  in  presence  of  the  bishop  of  Aberdeen, 
the  ministers,  and  the  magistrates.  By  these  means  the  commission 
was  procured,  and  a  justice  court  was  immediately  instituted.  Seve- 
ral unhappy  women  were  convicted,  and  suffered  the  punishment 
which  was  appointed  for  the  crime ;  while  others,  who  had  died  from 
the  exercise  of  cruelty  upon  them  in  confinement,  were  dragged 
through  the  streets  in  the  usual  manner,  and  committed  to  the 
earth.*  Some  years  afterwards,  the  suspicion  of  witchcraft  still  pre- 
vailed in  the  town ;  but  the  civil  commotions  in  the  nation  soon  di- 
verted the  attention  of  the  people  to  objects  which  involved  the 
most  serious  consequences  to  themselves  ;  and  sorcery^  charmers^  and 
witchcrafts  are  no  more  mentioned. 

In  the  former  part  of  the  sixteenth  century,  the  ancient  games 
and  amusetnents  of  the  citizens  had  gradually  declined,  and  gone 

into 


1597    Item,  to  Gilbert  Birnie,  for  maintaining  the  witche»in  prison,  fnm  I6th  Marcb  JL.  s.  d^ 

May  27        to  2Sd  May,  1596                        -                    -                    -                    -  50  13  4 

...     to  Alex.  Reid,  smith,  for  two  pair  of  ahackles  to  the  witches  in  the  steeple  1  12  0 

...     to  Thomas  Dickson,  for  halbert  broken  at  theur  execution           •  1  10  0 

...    to  John  Jostice,  for  burning  on  the  cheek  Ibur  persons  suspected  of  witch-^     >. 

craft,  who  were  banished                    -                    -                      -  1     6  R 

...     to  Alex.  Howie,  for  making  jqggis,  stapples,  and  locks            -  2     6a 

The  sum  of  the  whole  charges  and  expences  made  on  the  witches  extends  to  aucht  score  xviii  lib> 
xvii  sh.  iiii  d  heard,  considered,  and  audited  by  the  auditors,  subscribing  at  Aberdeen,  the  twenty-^ 
second  day  of  September,  1597* 

Alexander  Ruthbrfurd,  Pvost 
Alex.  Cullen. 

Mr.  Patrick  Chbyne,  Bailrie. 
Alex.  Cullen,  Bailzie. 
Council  Register,  toL  iixvi.  p.  759.-«AnnuaI  Accounto  of  the  Dean  of  Guild,  from  1596  to  1597. 

*  The  expence  of  this  auto  daft  was  no  less  than  L.140,  for  searches,  maintenance  of  the  prison 
ners,  and  the  apparatus  for  their  sufferiQgs.<— £Cotinctf  Register,  vol.  IL  p.  S^^'^AccounU  if  iMe 
Dean  of  GuUd,  for  1626.  1630.  1632.] 
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into  disuse.  The  abbot  and  prior  of  Bon-Accordy  or,  as  they  were 
sometimes  denominated,  Robin  Hood  and  Little  John^  had  often  at- 
tempted the  revival  of  the  favourite  sports  and  pastimes,  at  which 
they  had  been  wont  to  preside ;  but  they  met  with  no  encourage- 
ment, and,  in  their  frequent  attempts  to  re-estabUsh  them,  they  often 
experienced,  from  the  lower  classes  of  the  people,  every  species  of  in- 
dignity and  raillery,  in  opposition  to  the  authority  of  the  magistrates* 
In  the  sera  of  the  Reformation,  all  these  ancient  pastimes  and  amuse- 
ments having  been  completely  repressed  by  the  legislature,  the 
young  citizens  substituted,  in  their  place,  other  topics  of  amuse- 
ment. They  performed,  for  their  occasional  recreation,  plays^  fasts^ 
histories^  and  antiques^  which  were  composed  of  profane  subjects.  In 
the  course  of  the  frequent  visits  of  King  James  to  the  town,  they  ge- 
nerally regaled  him  with  exhibitions  of  this  kind,  which  seem  to  have 
delighted  his  Majesty.  These,  however,  were  often  anathematized 
by  the  clergy ;  but  the  king  compelled  them,  by  his  royal  ^mandate, 
to  drop  their  censures  of  theatrical  representations.  In  the  year 
1601,  James  made  an  application  to  Queen  Elizabeth  for  her  com- 
pany of  comedians  to  be  sent  down  to  Scotland,  which  was  readily 
complied  with ;  and,  after  they  had  tired  his  Majesty  and  the  people 
of  Edinburgh  with  their  entertainments,  the  king  ordered  them  to 
repair  to  Aberdeen,  to  amuse  the  citizens  with  the  exhibition  of  their 
^*  plays,  comedies,  and  stage  plays.'*  They  were  recommended  by 
his  special  letter,  addressed  to  the  magistrates,  and  were  under  the 
management  of  Lawrence  Fletcher,  who,  with  the  celebrated  William 
Shakespeare,  and  others  of  their  company,  obtained  the  first  licence 
to  perform  plays  in  Britain.  It  was  granted  by  King  James,  within  two 
months  after  he  had  ascended  the  throne  of  England.  The  company 
of  players  who  came  to  Aberdeen  performed  several  times  in  the 
town,  and  were  presented  by  the  magistrates  with  thirty-two  merks 
for  their  services ;  besides  being  entertained  with  a  supper  on  one  of 
the  nights  of  performance.  At  the  same  time,  the  freedom  of  the 
town  was  conferred  upon  Lawrence  Fletcher,  the  manager,  and  each 
of  his  company.* 

The 


Council  Begister,  vol.  d.  p,  210.  229— Eymer'a  Foderft,  vol.  xvi.  p.  505. 
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The  art  of  printing,  which  has  conduced  so  much  to  the  advan« 
tage  and  improvement  of  literature,  was  discovered,  on  the  continent, 
about  the  year  1440.  The  merit  of  this  invention  is  generally  al- 
lowed to  John  Guttemberg,  a  knight,  and  citizen  of  Strasburgh,  who 
made  the  discovery  from  the  following  fortuitous  circumstance. 
Having  cut  the  letters  of  his  name  out  of  the  bark  of  a  tree,  which 
was  green,  and  full  of  sap,  he  put  them  into  a  fine  linen  handker- 
chief; and,  the  letters  having  left  the  impression  of  their  own  cha- 
racters upon  the  linen,  inspired  him  with  the  thought  of  making 
these  of  metal^  with  which  an  impression  might  be  made  on  paper. 
He  succeeded,  and  then  made  types  or  characters  of  tin,  set  them  in 
frames,  and  brought  the  art  to  perfection.  He  exercised  it  afterwards 
in  the  city  of  Mentz;,  which  claimed  the  honour  of  being  the  place 
where  printing  was  invented.  The  art  was  introduced  into  Britain 
by  Mr.  William  Caxton,  mercer,  and  citizen  of  London,  who  had 
printed  at  Cologne  in  the  year  1471,  a  book,  which  he  had  translated 
from  the  French  into  the  English  language,  called  the  Recuk  of  the 
histories  of  Trciy.  On  his  return  to  England,  he  produced,  from  the 
press  which  he  established  there  about  the  year  1474,  a  small  book, 
translated  from  the  French,  called  the  Game  at  Chess^  which  is  the 
first  book  known  with  certainty  to  have  been  printed  in  England.  * 
Frinting^  was  first  practised  in  Scotland  about  the  middle  c^  the  six- 
teenth century ;  the  oldest  specimen  being  a  book  entitled  Scotland's 
Comjdayntj  which  was  printed  at  St.  Andrew's,  in  the  year  1540.  In 
the  same  year  the  acts  of  parliament  were  ordained  ta  be  printed ; 
but  the  art  did  not  make  much  progress  in  Scotland  lb!r  many  years^ 
and  was  chiefly  confined  to  Edinburgh. 

Edward  Raban  was  the  first  established  printer  at  Aberdeen,  or  in 
the  north  of  Scotland.  In  the  year  1621,  a  patent  was  obtained  from 
King  James,  by  Bidiop  Patrick  Forbes,  and  Sir  Paul  Men2des  of 
Kinmundie,  provost  of  Aberdeen,  for  establishing  printing  at  Aber- 
deen ;  and  Mr.  Eaban  was  accordingly  appointed,  soon  after,  by  the 
magistrates  and  council,  printer  to  the  town  and  university ;  f  with 

the 


*  WatBoa'n  History  of  Printiiig,  p.  7,  et  seq.— -Harleian  MisceUoDy,  toL  iii.  p.  ISdj^Ueary, 
voL  z.  p.  201.  t  Council  Register^  voL  IL  p.  20. 
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the  esLclasive  {»rivilege  of  printing.  He  was  allowed  a  salary  of  L.40 
annually ;  and,  for  his  further  encouragement  to  prosecute  the  art,  a 
small  emolument  of  8d.  quarterly  from  each  scholar  at  the  Grammar 
School,  whidi  was  coUectecl  with  the  school  fees.  He  had  acquired 
the  reputation  of  being,  at  the  time,  a  very  eminent  master  ;^  which, 
indeed,  appears  from  the  specimens  of  his  works.  Among  these  may 
be  mentioned  a  pocket  prayer-book,  for  the  service  of  the  church, 
printed  in  the  year  1625,  with  the  calendar,  and  the  psalms,  set  to 
music,  which,  we  believe,  was  amongst  the  first  of  .his  works.  In  the 
year  1683  Dr.  Bairon  printed  his  book,  On  the  Arrival  of  King 
Charles  in  Scotland^  with  poems  on  the  coronation  ;  which  was  dedi- 
cated to  the  magistrates  and  counciL  In  1686,  a  volume  Of  the  Ft^ 
nercds  of  a  right  reverend  Father  in  God,  Patrick  Forbes  of  Corse, 
bishop  of  Aberdeen,  was  published  in  Aberdeen:  and  the  Canons 
and  Constitution  of  the  Chujrch,  were  printed  there  in  the  same  year. 

Mr.  Baban  carried  on  the  printing  business  until  the  year  1649, 
when  he  died ;  and  was  succeeded  in  his  office  of  printer  to  the  town 
and  university  by  James  Brown,  son  of  William  Brown,  minister  of 
Invernochty. 

Although  the  exigencies  of  the  state,  and  various  other  public 
matters,  frequently  exposed  the  citizens  to  heavy  impositions  and 
contributions,  which  they  could  not  avoid,  yet  these  did  not  prevent 
them  from  exercising  acts  of  benevolence  for  the  relief  of  others  who 
were  in  distress,  whether  at  home  or  abroad.  Among  many  instances 
of  this  sort,  we  have  to  mention  a  contribution  made  for  the  citizens 
of  Haddington,  when  their  town  was  burnt  by  an  accidental  fire  in 
the  year ,  1598.  f  On  the  :2Sd  May,  in  the  year  1624,  the  town  of 
Dunfermline  experienced  a  similar  calamity,  no  fewer  than  220  houses, 
occupied  by  287  families,  their  whole  household  furniture,  and  500 
bolls  of  grain  in  barns,  having  been  consumed  by  fire,  on  this  dis- 
astrous occasion.  On  intelligence  of  this  calamitous  event,  the 
citizens  of  Aberdeen  immediately  assembled  in  a  head  court,  and 
ordered  a  voluntary  contribution  to  be  made  in  the  town  for  the  un- 
fortunate 


•  Watson's  History  of  PrintiDg>  Pte&ce,  p.  9.        t  Council  Register,  vol,  uzvii.  p.  707*  74t- 
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fortunate  sufferers.  The  sum  of  L.1600  was  speedily  raised  by  a  vo- 
luntary subscription,  and  paid  to  the  commissioners  who  were  de- 
puted by  the  magistrates  of  Dunfermline  to  receive  this  benevolent 
aid.*  Some  years  afterwards,  another  voluntary  contribution  was 
made  by  the  citizens,  of  1000  merks,  which  were  paid  to  the  magis- 
trates of  Ayr,  to  enable  them  to  ransom  several  of  the  inhabitants  of 
their  town,  who  had  been  made  captives  by  the  Algerines ;  f  and,  as 
early  as  the  year  1579,  we  are  informed  that  100  merks  had  been  col- 
lected for  the  relief  of  Scottish  prisoners  at  Morocco,  taken  by  the 
Turks.  :|;  For  all  these,  and  other  benevolent  acts,  the  citizens  of 
Aberdeen  do  not  appear  to  have  reaped  any  return,  even  at  the 
close  of  the  civil  wars,  when  they  were  almost  reduced  to  penury  by 
the  many  distresses  and  calamities  which  they  had  suffered  during 
these  commotions. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  sixteenth  century,  extravagant  feasting 
had  made  considerable  progress  in  the  town,  particularly  at  marriages 
and  baptisms;  and  the  citizens  not  unfrequently  indulged  them- 
selves in  the  luxuries  of  the  table,  and  in  the  convivial  glass,  at  their 
occasional  meetings.  The  game  laws  being  very  little  known,  and 
not  much  regarded,  they  had  abundance  of  venison  and  wild  fowl  on 
every  occasion.  While  the  sovereign,  by  his  proclamation,  forbade 
them  to  eat  flesh,  except  at  certain  times,  under  severe  penalties;  the 
magistrates  found  it  expedient  to  restrain  superfluities  of  venison  and 
wild  meatj  and  also  the  use  of  confections^  spicerieSf  and  deserts^  at  en- 
tertainments. In  the  year  1623,  a  solemn  act  of  the'  town  council 
was  passed,  by  which  it  was  ordained  that  the  citizens  should  invite  no 
more  than  four  gossops  and  four  cummers  to  any  of  their  children's 
baptisms,  six  women  to  convoy  the  child  to  and  from  the  church ; 
and  no  more  than  six  men  and  six  women  to  any  dinner,  or  supper, 
or  afternoon* s  drink  at  baptisms.  §  Two  years  afterwards  it  was 
enacted,  by  the  same  authority,  that  no  person  should,  at  any  public 
or  private  meeting,  presume  to  compel  his  neighbour  at  table  with  him 

to 


*  CouncQ  Register,  voL  li.  p.  123. 133.  t  Ibid.  voL  lii.  p.  347.  373. 

.  X  Council  Bister,  yoL  nix.  p.  690.  §  Ibid.  voL  li.  p.  85.  303. 
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to  drink  more  wine  or  beer  than  what  he  pleased,  under  the  penalty 
of  L.40.*  But  these  sumptuary  laws  did  not  restrain  the  citizens 
from  occasionally  indulging  themselves  whenever  an  opportunity 
offered 

After  the  aera  of  the  Reformation,  the  disposition  of  the  people 
in  general  seems  to  have  been  gloomy  and  morose.  Although  not 
averse  to  social  intercourse,  they  were  violent  and  resentful  in  their 
tempers,  and  relaxed  in  their  morals,  f  This  appears  from  the  nume- 
rous instances  of  murder  and  assassination,J  which  were  perpe- 
trated, in  the  most  audacious  and  barbarous  manner,  in  the  former 
part  of  the  present  aera;  and  from  the  many  delinquencies  and  im- 
moralities which  were  then  the  subjects  of  cognizance  of  the  civil  and 
ecclesiastical  courts.  In  the  exercise  of  the  duties  of  religion,  they 
appear  to  have  been  actuated  by  a  bigotted  and  intolerant  spirit ;  for 
the  least  deviation  from  the  ordinances  of  the  church  was  considered 
as  an  unpardonable  offence,  and  punished  with  severity.  No  sooner 
had  they  accomplished  their  freedom  from  the  fetters  of  the  Eo- 
mish  church,  than  they  displayed  their  exuberant  fancy  in  the  va- 
riety of  punishments  which  they  devised  to  repress  popery,  and 
immoralities,  of  every  denomination.  Among  the  first  operations  of 
the  reformed  clergy,  and  their  lay  coadjutors,  was  the  establishment 
of  a  general  code  of  laws,  for  punishing  those  who  adhered  to  the 
tenets  of  the  catholic  religion,  or  were  guilty  of  carnal  impurities. 
The  church  session  of  Aberdeen  was  duly  constituted,  in  Novem- 
ber, 1562,  by  the  appointment  of  fourteen  lay  elders  and  seven  dea- 
conSf§  with  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  town  at  their  head,  to  enforce 

A  a  their 


*  Council  Kegister^  voL  E  p.  S04. 

t  In  1570,  no  fewer  than  fifty  persons  were  banished  from  the  town,  in  one  day,  by  a  sentence 
of  the  magistrates,  being  deleU^hy  thepnvy  inquest  for  their  crimes  and  demerits;  and  seventy-four 
were  bound  over  for  their  better  behaviour  in  future.  These  were  probably  a  fortieth  part  of  the 
whole  population  of  the  town.— £Cotmct/  BegUter,  vol,  zxvii  p.  453.]] 

i  Miscellaneous  Oocuxrences,  p.  139. 

§  They  were  first  named  by  the  congregation,  assembled  in  the  church ;  and,*  on  the  Sunday  fol- 
lowing, their  names  being  publicly  proclaimed,  they  were  confirmed,  as  elders  and  deacons,  for  the 
ensuing  year.  The  nomination  took  place  about  the  month  of  October  annually^^— £CAtircA  Sesm 
sion  Register,  vol.  LJ 
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their  decrees  by  the  exercise  of  his  powers  of  jurisdiction,  over  unfor^ 
tunate  delinquents,  whether  refractory  or  submissive.  In  order  to 
scrutinize  the  morals  of  the  people,  and  to  watch  them  in  their  un- 
guarded moments,  visitors  were  appointed  for  the  markets,  and  other 
public  places  of  resort ;  and  offenders  were  arraigned  by  them  before 
that  tribunal  for  the  sins  of  incontinence,  and  for  every  trespass  of 
the  tongue.  From  the  many  singular  cases  of  misdemeanour 
which  came  under  the  cognizance  of  the  church  session,  at  their 
hebdomedal  sederunts,  these  visitors  appear  to  have  laboured  most 
zealously  in  their  vocation.  The  session  possessed  unbounded  au- 
thority, being  legislative,  judicative,  and  executive.  In  the  first  in- 
stance, statutes  were  enacted  against  popery,*  adultery,  fornication, 
and  blasphemy ;  with  gradations  of  punishment  suited  to  the  nature  of 
the  offence,  f   Under  the  authority  of  this  tribunal,  these  punishments 

were 


*  On  die  ISth  May,  1604,  John  Mdvill,  painter,  waa  aecosed  beAre  the  kirk  mmon  fbr  paint« 
ing  a  crudiix  to  the  burial  of  the  Lady  Gi^rht.  Having  attended,  he  produced  an  order  in  writing 
from  her  son,  for  executing  the  work,  wliich  was  the  means  of  freeing  him  from  punishment. 

We  shall  anticipate  a  little,  in  point  of  chronology,  by  giving  the  following  case :  28th  June» 
1640.— The  session  having  understood  that  some  captains  and  gentlemen  of  the  r^;iment  quartered 
in  the  town  had  taken  offence  at  the  portrait  of  the  deceased  Alexander  Reid  of  Pitfbddel%  as  Miffing 
sfmemhat  of  popery,  and  standing  above  the  sessionphouse  door,  ordained  it  to  be  taken  down,  and 
removed.  JV.£.*-Mr.  Reid  had  been  provost  of  Aberdeen  in  the  year  14QS ;  and  this  painting  had 
been  placed  there,  as  a  mark  of  regard  to  his  memory,  by  the  citizens. 

t  Among  the  many  statutes  enacted  by  the  Church  Session,  in  November,  1563,  the  following 
may  be  given  as  a  specimen  :— 

l..^<<  That  any  person  who  teaches,  holds,  or  affirms,  any  creature  in  heaven  or  m  earth  to  be 
called  upon,  prayed  to,  (help  or  succoiu*,  sought  at,)  pardon  or  remission  of  sins  to  be  obtained  and 
gotten,  but  through  and  by  the  passion  of  Jesus  Christ,  his  death  and  merits,  shall  be  removed, 
cursed,  and  excommunicated  from  the  society  and  company  of  this  congregation,  till  such  person 
shall  ask  forgiveness  of  God  and  the  congregation  openly  on  the  Sabbath,  in  the  diurch,  in  time  of 
divine  service.  If  the  person  be  potent,  he  shall  pay  20s.  for  the  first  &ult;  40s.  for  the  second; 
and,  for  the  tliird,  he  is  to  suffer  excommunication.  Every  person  taking  the  name  of  God  in  vain> 
swearbg  by  creatures,  banning  and  cursing,  to  pay  for  each  fault  an  hardhead  %  to  the  poor. 
Swearing  openly  on  the  streets,  if  potent,  to  pay  12d.;.  the  poor  to  be  put  in  the  cucJcstod,^  or 
goffif.  Open  blasphemers  to  be  put  on  the  cuckstod,  with  a  crown  of  paper  on  the  head,  drcum* 
scribed  with  the  nature  of  the  offence ;  and,  after  being  so  punished  thrice,  to  be  banished  from  the 
town.    All  filthy  talkers  at  the  table  to  be  punished  in  the  same  manner^ 

3.^'f  Adultery/ 

}  E^al  to  a  farthing.  §  FlUoiy. 
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vfBie  inflicted  on  delinquents,  bj  imprisonment  in  the  noisome  dun* 
geon  under  the  vestry  of  the  church ;  confinement  in  the  steeple ; 
flogging  at  a  stake,  both  before  and  after  conviction  ;*  ducking ;  pil- 
lorying ;  and  carting  through  the  streets  of  the  town,  with  a  crown  of 
paper,  circumscribed  with  the  nature  of  the  offence ;  scourging,  and 
banishing :  the  mildest  c^  all  these  odious  and  multifarious  punish- 
ments being  exposure  in  sackcloth,  on  the  stool  of  repentance,  in  the 
church. f    Nay,  the  sessicHi  exercised  its  jurisdiction  in  cases  of  do- 

A  a  S  mestic 


2.^»'<  Adultery,  whoredom,  and  fornication,  which  ute  all  contrary  to  the  law  of  God,  haviog 
been  negligently  overseen,  and  not  regarded,  it  is  ordained,  that  all  bordekris,X  notorious  and  mani«i 
ftst  harUis,  tfid  whavesy  be  fCKi«ved  and  banished  from  the  town*  Item,  all  panders,  whaare  per« 
suaders  of  maidens,  mr  men's  wives,  to  commit  whosedom,  to  be  banished.  All  other  fornicators  to 
be  forgiven  ihe  first  fault,  on  asking  forgiveness  of  God  and  the  congregation ;  for  the  second  to  be 
carted  and  ducked  in  the  water;  and  for  the  third  to  be  banished.  Manifest  adulterers  to  be  carted 
through  the  towB)  and  baaiehedl,  fin  rwganl  ike  senhm  and  magUiraUs  have  no  pmver  to  punish  by 
dioMj  whichirthelanf.J  Parsons  suspectedof  adultery  to  be  fi«st  admonished;  and,  if  they  do  not 
forbear  the  oamgeaxj  of  those  with  whmn  they  are  suspected,  to  be  punished  as  open  adulterers."-— 
£Ckurch  SessioH  Register,  voL  i.] 

*  Margaret  Wairack  was  committed  to  the  correction  house,  where  she  was  ordered  to  remain, 
daring  the  pleasure  of  the  session,  until  she  confessed  her  sin  of  fornication  with  James  Aberdeen* 
In  the  meantime,  she  was  ordered  to  be  whipped  at  the  stake  on  the  morrow  I'^Reccrds  of  Church 
Session,  l^hjune,  1640.] 

'f  As  specimens  of  the  many  cases  of  delinquency  which  occurred  before  the  church  session, 
and  of  the  punisimients  awarded,  we  have  sdeeted  Ae  fidlowiag:— 

SYst  January,  1562.— Elspet  Bfurray  was  ordered  to  be  earted,  «id  bamahed  ftom  (he  town,  it 
bring  sufficiency  proven  that  she  was  a  bordeUer^  WiBiam  Christie,  eordwainer,  and  Margaret 
Myrtcnv  were  osdered  to  suffer  the  same  punishment,  for  being  common  adulterers.  31st  March, 
1568.-^ohn  Park,  accused  of  incest  with  his  daughter-in-law,  which  he  denied,  was  ordered  to  be 
confined  in  the  vault  under  the  vestiy  of  the  church,  for  48  hours,  and  ^  on  bread  and  water ! 
asth  November,  l602.-*Janet  Sherar,  who  had  been  banished  for  harlotry,  having  returned,  was 
ordered  to  be  imprisoned  in  the  vault,  ducked  at  the  cran,§  and  again  ordered  to  be  banished  The 
ducking,  howev^,  to  be  dispensed  with,  on  pa}rment  of  10  merks.  10th  July,  l60d.— Alex.  Bro« 
die,  found  guilty  of  double  adultery,  was  ordered  to  be  carted  through  the  streets,  with  a  crown  of 
paper  on  his  head,  drcumscribed  with  the  nature  of  his  offence,  and  banished.  24th  July. — Jenet 
Strachan,  who  had  been  previously  banished  as  a  notorious  harlot,  was  ordered  to  be  fiutened  to  a 
eart,  drawn  through  the  streets,  seottrged>  and  publicly  banished !  Slst  July. — Janet  Knowles^ 
having  na  money  to  pay  her  fine  for  fornication,  was  ordered  to  be  pilloried  in  ihejqggis,  with  her 
head  shaven,  and  to  stand  at  the  pillar  of  repentance  on  Sunday  following.  Isobel  Coutts,  accused 
of  fomicatiim  and  trdapsey  was  ordered  to  sit,  three  several  Sundays,  on  the  stool  of  repentance,  to 
be  imprisoned  in  the  kirk  vault,  and  fed  on  bread  and  water,  till  Saturday,  when  she  was  ordered 
to  be  taken  to  the  cross,  put  in  the  joggis,  and  to  have  her  head  shaved. 

\  Keepers  ot  brothels.  $  Ducking  was  inflicted  in  the  tids^  bj  means  of  the  crane  en  the  quay. 
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mestic  strife  betwixt  husband  and  wife  ;*  and  over  refractory  appren- 
tices, of  every  description.  In  order  to  fill  up  the  measure  of  this 
combination  of  offences  and  punishments,  it  was  enacted,  28th  No- 
vember, 1602,  that  all  persons  guilty  of  antenuptial  fornication  shall 
make  their  repentance  on  the  laigh  stool,  f  on  Sunday,  besides  being 
subject  to  a  fine,  at  the  discretion  of  the  session,  before  they  were 
entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  marriage  ceremony.  Young  men  and 
women  dancing  together  at  weddings,  or  at  Christmas,  in  masks,  and 
dressed  in  each  others  clothes,  were  liable  to  be  punished  by  a  fine  fbr 
the  first  offence ;  and,  for  the  second,  they  were  subjected  to  make  a 
public  repentance,  in  sackcloth,  on  Sunday,  in  the  church.  Even 
lighting  fires  on  the  streets  on  Midsummer-day,  being  considered  ais 
fostering  superstition,  was  an  offence,  which  was  liable  to  be  punished 
at  the  discretion  of  the  session.  J  It  appears  from  the  records,  that 
these  laws  were  not  made,  and  such  severities  attached  to  them,  for 
speculation  only ;  they  were,  like  those  of  the  Medes  and  Persians, 
declared  unalterable,  §  and  enforced,  with  the  utmost  rigour,  for  a 
period  of  upwards  of  one  hundred  years.  To  attempt  an  appeal  from 
the  decrees  of  this  tribunal,  or  to  be  an  accessary  or  abettor  in  such 
case,  was  almost  equal  to  the  offence  itself,  and  punished  accord^ 

ingly. 


*  14th  November,  1562.— Jdin  Davidson^  who  was  oomplamed  of  by  his  wift  for  non-ad&e% 
rence,  having  declined  to  attend  the  second  diet  of  appearance,  was  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the 
steeple /'^Church  Sesnon  Register,  vol,  u  ii.  iiiQ 

t  In  the  churchy  there  was  appropriated  to  ecclesiastical  delinquents  an  elevated  seat,  near  the 
pulpit,  in  which  they  underwent  the  acrimonious  rebukes  of  the  minister,  after  the  sermon.  This 
was  called  the  pillar,  or  high  stool  of  repentance.  Under  it  was  another,  less  conspicuous,  for  o& 
fenders,  who  were  obliged  to  profess  their  contHtion,  and  submit  to  admonition,  which  was  called 

the  laigh  stool, 

%  Alex.  Rutherford,  provost,  Tlumias  Menzies,  baillie,  and  twelve  other  dtixens,  were  deleted 
before  the  session,  dd  July,  I6O8,  for  setting  a  fire  on  the  ctdseif,  on  Midsummer-even,  against  the 
laws  of  the  country,  fostering  thereby  superstition.  Their  answer,  which  was  that  their  children 
had  done  it,  seems  to  have  quashed  the  business,  as  nothing  further  appears  to  have  been  done. 

§  14th  October,  1604. — It  is  ordained,  that  no  acts  or  ordinances,  made,  or  to  be  made,  by  the 
session,  be  called  in  question,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  time  coming !  Neither  the  execution  there^ 
of,  nor  obedience  thereto,  come  in  voting,  so  long  as  it  stands  tmrefbrmed  or  annulled,  by  common 
consent  of  the  session,  by  any  other  act ;  but  that  all  acts  and  statutes  be  keeped  and  observed,  and 
receive  execution,  after  the  form  and  tenor  thereof  in  all  points. 
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ingly,*  But,  in  reviewing  this  singular  part  of  our  history,  however 
much  we  may  reflect  upon  those  rigid  laws,  and  the  severities  whichr 
were  used  in  the  exercise  of  them,  we  are  not  to  attribute  these 
solely  to  the  clergy.  The  whole  proceeded  from  the  people  them- 
selves, or  their  representatives  in  the  church  session  i  for  the  pastor 
was  only  one  of  twenty-two,  who  composed  the  legislative  as- 
sembly, or  formed  the  tribunal  which  applied  these  laws  and  en- 
forced their  execution. 

In  this  9era,  the  capital  punishments  of  hanging,  beheading,  burn- 
ing, or  drowning,  f  were  very  frequent ;  and  even  torture  before  trial 
was  not  uncommon.  For  petty  theft,  returning  from  banishment,  or 
for  repeated  transgressions — ^burning  on  the  cheek,  whipping,  stand- 
ing in  the  branksj  or  in  the  pillory,  crowned  with  paper,  circumscribed 
with  the  nature  of  the  offence,  were  the  arbitrary  punishments  ge- 
nerally inflicted  on  delinquents.  In  the  period  previous  to  the  Re- 
formation, the  punishment  for  misdemeanours  was  commonly  of  an 
ecclesiastical  nature.  The  offender  was  ordered  to  appear  in  the  church, 
on  Sunday,  in  his  shirt,  bare-headed  and  bare-footed,  with  a  wax  candle 
in  his  hand,  of  dimension^  suited  to  the  offence,  as  an  offering  to  the 
church ;  at  the  same  time,  he  was  obliged  to  ask  pardon  of  the  magis- 
trates and  the  party  offended,  for  the  injury  which  he  had  committed. 

At  the  close  of  this  aera,  several  ancient  customs  continued  to  pre- 
vail in  the  town.  Young  men  and  women,  interchanging  the  dress 
of  their  sex,  and  disguising  themselves  with  masks  and  bells,  fre- 
quented marriage  entertainments,  where  they  carolled  and  danced ; 

and. 


*  IStfa  Decembar^  1604.— 'Andrew  CUurk,  advocate  in  Aberdeen,  was  accused  for  behaving  irre* 
verently,  on  Sunday,  towards  Bishop  Blackburn,  when  admonishing  William  Allan  for  non-adhe- 
rence to  his  wife,  by  making  public  opposition  and  contradiction  to  the  Bishop's  proceedings,  and 
taking  instruments  in  the  hands  of  two  notaries.  Having  confessed  his  offence,  and  submitted  hinw 
self  to  the  session,  it  was  decreed,  *^  that  he  should  appear,  on  Sunday  next,  in  the  new  church; 
and  there,  in  the  same  place  where  he  offended,  to  sit  down  on  his  knees,  confess  his  offence,  and 
crave  God  and  the  congregation,  and  particularly  the  minister  whom  he  had  offended,  pardon  and 
forgiveness,  promising  never  to  &11  in  the  like  gross  misbehaviour  in  time  coming."  On  $lunday, 
2Sd  December,  he  submitted  to  this  degrading  punishment;  and  Arthur  Watt,  die  notary,  made 
the  same  atonement  for  his  effeoee^'^R^itter  of  Church  Session,  volt  ih} 

t  Begiater  of  Births  and  Burials,  voL  i.  ii.  iii. 
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and,  in  the  same  ludicrous  attire>  intruded  upon  the  inhabitants  at 
Chrii»tmas  and  New-year's  day,  carolling  and  dancing,  in  expectation 
of  some  small  gratuity ;  the  citizens  resorted  to  Downiehill  and  Saint 
Fethac's  well,  in  the  parish  of  Nigg,  on  the  nights  of  Saturdays,  in 
the  month  of  May,  and  lighted  fires  on  the  streets  on  Midsummer 
eve ;  and  the  children  at  school  paraded  through  the  town  to  the 
cross,  with  lights  in  their  hands,  on  Candlemas  day.  These  customs 
continued  to  be  practised  by  the  people,  although  they  were  prohi- 
bited  by  the  civil  magistrate,  \mder  severe  penalties,  and  anathema- 
tised, as  superstitious,  by  the  ecclesiastical  court  They  prevailed 
even  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  some  of 
them  are  not  yet  in  disuse. 

The  custom  c^  attending  funerals  in  black  clothes  began  to  pvevail 
in  Aberdeen  towards  the  close  of  the  sixteenth  century.  On  the  oc- 
casion of  the  funeral  of  Kennedy  of  Carmuck,  constable  of  Aberdeen, 
who  was  buried  in  St.  Nicholas  church,  in  the  year  1591,  it  was  Te« 
quisite  to  obtain  permission  from  the  magistrates  and  council  to  the 
attendants  to  wear  black  clothes  and  arms ;  for  which  permission 
L.IO  were  paid  to  the  master  of  the  church  and  bridge  woiks.  The 
place  of  sepulture  of  the  iiAabitants,  at  this  period,  was  gen^aUy  in 
the  interior  of  the  church,  or  contiguous  aisles :  but  the  practice  of 
using  cof&ns,  or  chests,  for  the  bodies,  seems  not  to  have  been  uni- 
versale On  the  funeral  of  any  person  of  respectability  in  the  town, 
there  was  a  degree  of  pomp  displayed  whdb  is  imknown  in  the  pre- 
sent times.  It  was  the  custom  to  fix  on  the  walls  of  the  church 
gwnj>hionsy*  arms,  and  black  cloth ;  but  this  was,  in  time,  prohibited, 
by  an  act  of  the  town  council,  except  on  the  funeral  of  a  baron  of 
consideration,  or  of  one  who  had  filled  the  office  of  chief  magistrate 
of  the  town.f  Mortcloths  were  first  introduced  about  the  begin- 
ning of  the  seventeenth  century,  one  of  black  velvet,  the  other  of 
black  cloth ;  and  the  fees  established  for  these  make  part  of  the  re* 
venue  appropriated  to  the  expence  of  supporting  the  church. :{;    The 

company 
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company  attending  funerals  was  generally  invited  by  the  common 
bellman,  who  passed  through  the  town,  and  was  frequently  accompa* 
nied  by  the  bellman  of  Old  Aberdeen,  to  add  to  the  solemnity.  Cer- 
tain appropriate  verses  were  recited  by  the  bellman  on  the  occasion ; 
and  no  grave  was  allowed  to  be  opened  until  he  had  been  previously 
employed.  This  custom  prevailed  for  many  subsequent  years ;  and 
was  not  completely  in  disuse  till  towards  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth 
century. 

Among  the  many  municipal  laws  established  by  the  magistrates 
during  this  century,  several  regulations  appear  to  have  been  intro- 
duced regarding  the  dress  of  both  sexes.  It  was  enacted,  that  no 
burgess  of  guild  should  appear  in  a  plaid  and  blue  bonnet.  Married 
women  were  prohibited  from  wearing  plaids,  covering  the  head, 
either  at  church  or  market,  or  on  the  streets,  except  they  were  *  Aar- 
lofs  and  suspected  persons  :^  and  servant  maids  were  restrained  from  ap- 
pearing in  ruffs,  or  curches  of  lawn  or  cambric,  or  red  hoods,  under 
the  penalty  of  having  them  torn  off,  and  trampled  in  the  kennel. 

The  dress,  however,  of  a  burgess  of  guild  of  any  consideration  ap- 
pears to  have  been  costly,  and  even  magnificent,  in  comparison  to 
that  of  the  present  times.  Among  the  articles  of  wearing  apparel 
which  occur  in  the  year  1582,  there  may  be  mentioned,  the  cloak  of 
fine  silk,  with  black  lining,  and  silver  clasps ;  a  velvet  bonnet,  with 
a  crans  of  gold,  and  tergat  of  gold ;  brown  staming  breeks^  pesmanttt 
with  gold ;  staming  schanks ;  garters  of  grey  taffety,  with  pesmantis  of 
gold ;  a  casakine  of  damask,  with  pesmantis  of  silver,  and  long  buttons 
of  the  same;  a  gown,  of  violet  staming,  lined  in  the  breast  with 
serge,  and  bounden  with  velvet  round  about ;  a  French  black  cloak, 
lined  with  satin  in  the  breasts,  and  bordered  with  six  broad  edgings 
of  velvet  round  about ;  a  doublet  of  Lyons  canvas.* 

The  dress  of  a  lady  was  still  the  ruff,  curche,  red  hrude,  kirtle, 
and  farthingal ;  her  ornaments  of  dress  being  of  silver.  The  dress  of 
the  ordinary  class  of  men  was  the  sarky  doublet^  coat,  hose,  gown, 

cloak, 


*  Council  Hegister,  vol  xxx.  p.  180. 
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cloak,  shoes,  and  pantunis ;  and  of  the  women,  the  red  kirtillj  and 
russet  gown. 

Among  the  articles  of  furniture,  we  find  sheets  of  linen,  and 
head  sheets,  tied  with  black  ribbons;  beds  of  fine  downs,  double 
blankets,  lang  sadel  bed,  danskyne  chests,  chairs,  table,  trests,  and 
chandeUers.  The  sword  and  buckler,  and  murkonn,  were  part  of 
the  armour  of  a  burgess  of  guild. 

In  the  course  of  this  aera,  the  poverty  of  the  princes,  and  the  li- 
mited resources  of  the  kingdom,  still  exposed  the  citizens  to  heavy 
contributions  for  the  exigencies  of  the  state.  The  sums  levied  by 
assessment  on  the  inhabitants,  from  time  to  time,  for  exemptions 
from  military  services,  for  municipal  charges,  and  for  the  use  of  the 
sovereign,  were  very  considerable,  besides  the  value  of  the  numerous 
presents  made  to  the  royal  family,  in  wine,  and  other  articles,  under 
the  denomination  of  propines.  Commerce,  therefore,  must  have 
been  the  only  means  of  enabling  the  citizens  to  support  the  burden 
of  such  repeated  exactions. 

The  exports  appear  to  have  been  nearly  of  the  same  description 
with  those  in  the  preceding  aeras,  although,  perhaps,  to  a  much 
greater  extent.  The  imports  were  chiefly  of  the  same  nature  with 
what  have  been  previously  mentioned ;  but  these  also  had  probably 
been  upon  a  larger  scale.  Since  the  Reformation,  the  people  had 
been  more  industrious,  made  greater  exertions  in  trade,  and  be- 
come more  affluent ;  and  their  wants  and  luxmies  had  accordingly 
increased. 

Some  indications  of  manufactures  in  the  town  appear  in  the  end 
of  this  century.  Michael  Wandail,  a  Fleming,  was  permitted,  by 
the  magistrates  and  council,  to  exercise  his  occupation  as  a  manu- 
facturer of  grograms,  worsets,  and  stamings,  without  any  impedi- 
ment from  the  weaver  corporation,  on  condition  of  taking  into  his 
employment  an  apprentice,  and  instructing  him  in  weaving  and 
dying  these  sorts  of  cloth.*    In  the  year  1612,  we  find  that  Fabian 

Fanton 
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Fanton  and  Antonie  Samboya,  two  foreigners,  were  permitted  by  the 
magistrates  to  exercise  their  trade  of  making  heckles,  and  traps  for 
taking  rats  and  mice. 

The  coinage  in  circulation  was  gold,  silver,  and  billon,  or  copper 
coin  ;  the  whole,  except  the  last,  being  chiefly  foreign.  This  will  be 
best  explained  by  the  table  in  the  note,  with  its  corresponding  value 
in  ancient  Scottish  money,*  as  sanctioned  by  an  act  of  the  town 
council,!  in  conformity  to  the  established  authority. 

The  last  years  of  the  sixteenth  century  being  remarkable  for 
an  uncommon  scarcity  and  dearth  in  the  country,  owing  to  bad 
seasons,  and  other  unfavourable  circumstances,  the  inhabitants  ex- 
perienced considerable  privations  and  distresses,  in  common  with 
those  in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom;  and  it  would  seem  that,  in 
many  places,  these  distresses  had  approached  to  famine.  In  the  year 
1596,  the  magistrates  imported  a  supply  to  the  town  of  rye  and  rye- 
meal  ;  of  the  former  three  hundred  eighteen  and  three-fourth  bolls, 
at  the  rate  of  L.8  the  boll ;  of  the  latter,  twenty-five  lasts,  J  three  bar- 
rels, at  the  price  of  L.7  the  boll ;  which  amounted  in  value  to  the 
sum,  of  L.6719.    About  the  same  time,  they  purchased,  for  the  like 

B  b  purpose 


*  Table  of  Coinage  cunrent  in  Aberdeen  in  A.D.  1590. 

GOLD. 

SILVER. 

The  Spanish  Pirtolet      -        -    £.3    4    8 

The  Spanish  Ryal 

.£.2    5    0 

French  Crown 

3    6    8 

Cross  Dollar 

2     4     8 

Hary  Ducat 

7'  5  .  0 

Prince  Dollar 

2  13     4 

Cnnhoil  Angel      -* 

5    2     0 

Fifteen  Sous  Piece 

0  15     6 

Angd  Noble 

5     5     0 

French  Festeen     « 

0  15     0 

Double  Ducat 

.        7    ft    6 

English  Festeen    - 

0  10     0 

Genlis  Noble 

7  17    4 

Old  30s.  Piece      - 

2  13     4 

Haiy  Noble 

7    3    4 

Two  Part  Piece  thereof 

1   15     6 

Old  Rose  Noble    - 

8    0    0 

Third  Part  thereof 

0  17    9 

Portugal  Ducat     - 

-      37    3     6 

New  20s.  Piece     - 

2     0     0 

Scottish  Rose  Noble       . 

8     5     0 

20s.  Piece     -        ».        -        . 

16    8 

Hatt  Piece    -        - 

4  13     8 

Old  10s.  Piece 

0  13     3 

Lyon  Piece 

5     4    4 

New  lOs.  Piece     - 

0  10     8 

Five  fiound  Piece 

5     6    8 

Half  Merk  Piece  - 

0     7     0 

t  Council  Rqpster^  vol  zxvil  p.  905.  t  Arlast  of  rye  was  18,  and  sometimes  19  bolls. 
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purpose,  four  thousand  boUs  of  meal,  at  the  rate  of  L.4  the  boll ;  * 
but  from  what  places  these  supplies  were  obtained  we  have  not  been 
able  to  discover.  Corn  appears  to  have  continued  equally  scarce,  and 
dear  during  sever jil  years  ;  for  we  find,  tliat,  in  the  year  1598,  wheat 
was  at  the  rate  of  L.IO  the  boll ;  and,  in  the  year  1600,  meal  at  the 
price  of  L.8  the  boll.  In  these  times,  the  prices  of  all  other  provi- 
sions and  necessaries  were  proportionally  high. 

At  the  close  of  the  present  aera,  the  population  of  Aberdeen  may 
be  collected  pretty  nearly  from  the  register  of  marriages,  baptisms, 
and  burials,  which  commences  soon  after  the  Beformation.  This  re- 
gister was  established  under  the  authority  of  the  magistrates,  and  was 
kept  with  some  degree  of  method  and  apparent  ccMrectness  till  the 
year  1592;  but  after  this  period  we  have  to  remark,  that  the  same 
accuracy  and  attention  have  not  been  observed  in  bringing  forward  a 
record  of  so  much  importance,  both  in  a  public  and  private  point  of 
view.  Had  the  system  with  which  the  register  sets  out  been  care- 
fully and  strictly  observed,  down  to  the  present  period,  it  would  have 
afforded  most  valuable  information,  not  only  to  political  writers,  but 
to  ourselves,  regarding  our  ancestors,  and  their  various  connections 
and  occupations  in  life.  Meagre  as  this  record  happens  to  be,  it  has 
contributed  its  ample  share  of  information  to  our  present  work. 

By  the  annexed  table,  which  has  been  made  up  from  this  regis- 
ter, it  will  appear,  that,  for  the  ten  years  previous  to  the  year  1582, 
the  annual  average  of  marriages  was  50.5  ;  of  births,  68.7  males;  69.9 
females,  and  25.2  illegitimate  children-— the  total  -annual  average  of 
legitimate  and  illegitimate  children  being  163.8 ;  and  that  the  anni;al 
average  of  deaths  was  74.8.  Aissuming,  therefore,  the  average  of 
births  as  the  35.  part  of  the  whole  population,  according  to  the 
principles  laid  down  in  Dr.  Price's  work,  we  may  be  allowed  to  esti- 
mate the  whole,  at  the  end  of  the  year  1581,  to  have  been  6888. 
For  the  subsequent  decade,  to  the  year  1592,  the  average  of  the 
whole  births  is  208.6,  which,  according  to  the  sanre  principles,  would 
make  the  population  then  to  have  been  7301.    From  the  year  1603 

to 


♦  Council  Register,  voL  xxxvi.  p.  567.  573* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AHKAI^   OP   ABEXJDEEK.  187 

to  the  year  1615,  both  inclusive,  the  annual  average  of  births  is,  of 
males,  122,07— of  females,  100.923-~and  the  total,  223.;  which,  by 
the  same  rule,  would  make  the  whole  population  to  have  been,  at 
this  last  period,  7805.  We  may,  therefore,  estimate  it,  in  the  year 
1683,  to  .have  been  8000  persons,  of  all  ages.  In  confirmation  of 
this,  it  may  be  mentioned,  that,  in  the  year  1619,  when  the  citi- 
zens were  mustered  at  the  annual  weaponshaw,  there  were  550* 
fit  to  bear  arms,  besides  some  who  happened  to  be  absent  on  that 
occasion. 

At  the  dawn  of  the  Reformation,  the  population  has  been  ascer- 
tained to  have  been  only  about  4O00  persons ;  so  that,  in  the  space 
of  sevaity  years,  it  would  appear  to  have  been  doubled.  This,  in 
some  measure^  may  be  attributed  to  the  circumstance  of  the  pesti- 
lence having  seldom,  or  perhaps  never,  infested  the  town  during  this 
period  j  and  to  the  long  peace  and  tranquillity  which  prevailed  in 
the  nation  after  King  James  had  ascended  the  throne,  of  England. 

The  prevailing  simames  in  Aberdeen,  during  this  aera,  were  : — 
Alexander,  Anderson,  Bannerman,  Brebner,  Buck,  Burnett,  Chalmers, 
Cheyne,  Cochran,  Colinson,  Cruickshank,  Cullen,  Davidson,  Dun, 
Duvy,  Endiach,  Ewen,  Farquhar,  Forbes,  Gordon,  Gray,  Guild,  How- 
ison,  Irvine,  Jafiray,  Johnston,  Kennedy,  King,  Kintore,  Knowles, 
Laing,  Leslie,  Lorimer,  Lowsoti,  Lumsden,  Marr,  Menzies,  Mercer, 
Meldrum,  Middleton,  Moir,  Mollison,  Morrison,  Mortimer,  Nicolson, 
Park,  Fetrie,  Holland,  Bonaldson^  Butherford,  Scherar,  Seton,  Skene, 
Strachan,  TuUidef. 


Couiual  B/yptl^,  yoL  zliz.  p.  33$, 
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TABLE  OF  MARRIAGES,  BIRTHS,  AND  BURIALS,  IN  ABERDEEN, 
From  the  Year  157S  to  1615,  inehuive. 


BIRTHS. 

VCAR 

MAnpfAnP6 

ILLEOITIXATB 

BURIALS. 

X  fliaAK* 

H/inKiAUllaS* 

Males, 

Females. 

Total. 

CHILDREN. 

1572 

37 

$5 

45 

80 

$5 

72 

1573 

32 

32 

40 

72 

$6 

84 

1574 

SS 

57 

70 

127 

34 

74 

1575 

58 

42 

64 

106 

10  * 

107 

1576 

48 

76 

98 

174 

28 

59 

1577 

52 

99 

81 

180 

23 

62 

1578 

34 

75 

80 

155 

25 

78 

1579 

S5 

90 

72 

162 

12 

40 

1580 

58 

90 

78 

168 

29 

94 

1581 

46 

91 

71 

162 

20 

78 

505 

687 

699 

1386 

252 

748 

Average 

50.5 

67.7 

G9^9 

138.6 

25.2 

74.8 

YBAR. 

• 

1582 

62 

$$ 

79 

162 

21 

82 

1583 

43 

111 

75 

186 

25 

69 

1584 

46 

99 

74 

173 

15 

59 

1585 

44 

89 

97 

186 

32 

74 

1586 

58 

80 

9$ 

173 

26 

59 

1587 

50 

97 

9^ 

193 

28 

82' 

1588 

72 

109 

83 

192 

23 

99 

1589 

5S 

89 

86 

175 

23 

125 

1590 

m 

9$ 

94 

187 

40 

67 

1591 

59 

102 

86 

188 

38 

80 

55$ 

952 

863 

1815 

271 

796 

Average 

55.$ 

95.2 

86.3 

181.5 

27.1 

79.6 

YEAR. 

1603 

104 

9$ 

197 

1604 

no 

77 

187 

1605 

105 

84 

189 

1606 

95 

104 

199 

1607 

97 

101 

198 

1608 

ISO 

94 

224 

1609 

150 

96 

246 

1610 

120 

125 

245 

1611 

115 

130 

245 

1612 

150 

102 

252 

1613 

145 

105 

250 

16X4 

131 

105 

236 

1615 

135 

96 

231 

1587 

1312 

2899 

Average 

122.07 

100.923 

223. 
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4 

5760  0  0 

1000  0 

0 

2160  0  0 

125  5 

0 

270  10  10 

201  10 

0 

435  4  10 

2000  0 

0 

3280  0  0 

AKNALS  OF  ABEBDE2K«  189 

TABLE  OF  CONTBaVTIONS  BY  ABEBDEEN  TO  GOVEBNMENT^ 

From  A.D.  1559  to  A.D.  i633. 


8C0TTIBH  HONEY, 

AnctetU.  Modem. 

1562    To  Queen  Maiy^  prqpine  presented  to  her  Majesty      -        L.1333    6    8    L.3693    6    0 

1565  ...  the  King  and  Qaeen,  in  lieu  of  service  in  the  army  as« 
sembled  in  Lorn,  under  John,  Earl  of  Athol,  to  repress 
the  rebels  at  Dumfries  -  -  300    0    0  831     0    0 

1570    ...  town's  proportion  of  L.12,000,  raised  from  the  whole 

kingdom     -  -  -  -  190    0    0  380    0    0 

1574  ...  the  Earl  of  Morton,  contribution  levied  from  the  com- 
munity m  m  m 

-— —     ...  charge  for  importing  bullion 

1 579  For  the  town's  propcnrtion  of  10,000  merks,  for  the  charge  of 

rqpairing  the  Bridge  of  St  Johnstcm,  ordered  by  Far« 
liament  «  «  a 

--—    Do.  of  Charges  of  the  Army  at  Peebles  - 

1580  To  King  James  VI.  on  visiting  the  town 
1583    For  the  town's  proportion  of  L.200,000,  granted  by  Parlia- 

ment  for  the  King's  supplies,  and  payment  of  his  debts  372    6    0  558    9    0 

1585     ...  the  town's  proportion  of  L.200,000,  on  the  whole  king-i 

dom,  for  charges  of  the  army  against  Lord  Maxwell      «        372    6    0  558    9    0 

1590    ...  the  charge  of  a  ship  for  convoy  of  the  King  and  Queen 

from  Denmark  .  .  -  1600    0    0        2400    0    0 

1592     To  the  Captain  of  the  King^s  Guard,  for  dispensing  with  the 

dtizeos'  attendance  on  his  Majesty,    in  his  progress 

northward  «  .  .  200    0    0  300    0    0 

1594    For  the  town's  proportion  of  L.100,000,  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jesty by  Parliament 
«  I         Do.  of  L.20,000,  for  two  months  assessment  on  the  bo- 
roughs, for  charges  of  the  Army  in  Aberdeen,  against  the 

rebels  of  the  north  -   .  » 

•— -    To  the  Duke  of  Lennox,  Lieutenant  of  the  north 
1597    For  the  town's  proportion  of  200,000  mierks,  granted  by 

Parliament  to  the  King,  for  .the  charges  of  ambassadors 

to  foreign  countries  .  -  1777  15    4        2666  13    0 

1600    To  the  King,  on  bis  being  in  town,  and  for  charges  attend* 

ing  his  visit  •  •  • 

•»-«•    For  charges  of  entertaining  the  Queen,  on  her  visit 
— —     ...  the  town's  proportion  of  100,000  merks,  granted  by 

Parliament  for  the  charges  of  ambassadors  to  foreign 

countries  «  .  « 

Carried  forward  -        L^0422    6    8  L,34191  15  10 


1388 

6 

8 

2082  10 

0 

1600 
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SCOTTISH  MONET. 

Brought  forward  «  L.20i22    6    8 

l604    To  the  town's  proportion  of  the  charges  of  commissioners  appointed  to  treat 

concerning  the  Union  with  England  *  .  866  18  lOf 

1606  Do.  of  the  sum  of  400,000  merks,  granted  by  the  Parliament  to  the  King, 

for  payment  of  his  debts,  and  repairing  his  palaces,  Ist  part                -  898  17  9 

1607  Do.  of  charges  of  commissioners  for  the  boroughs  delegated  to  England  80  0  O 
1613  To  the  King,  in  lieu  of  service  in  the  army  sent  against  the  Isles  «  873  6  6 
•— —    ...  the  to^m's  proportion  of  the  first  moiety  of  LJZ40,000,  granted  by  Par« 

liament,  for  the  charges  attendii^  the  marriage  of  the  Princess  Elizabeth        800    0    6 

1617  Do.  of  800,000  merks,  granted  by  Parliament  to  his  Majesty,  for  his  house« 

hold  ezpences  during  his  reflidence  in  Scotland         -  -  1838  13    4 

1618  Do.  of  L.4000,  imposed  on  the  boroughs,  for  charges  of  commissioners  for 

plantation  of  churches                   -                   •                   -  ^00    0    0 
1622    Do.  of  L.400,000,  granted  by  Parliament,  tor  obtaining  relief  to  those  suf- 
fering for  the  Gospel            ....  13331311 
1626    Do.  the  King,  by  order  of  the  Lords  of  the  Privy  Council           •  5800    0    0 


1.32408  17    2; 


TABLE  OF  ASSESSMENTS  ON  THE  CITIZENS, 

For  the  Stipetkh  of  the  Mvmten^  anifir  tit  Wffdrt  of  the  Poor  of  the  Tbwn,  fy  order  of 

Head  Courtsi 
FaoM  A.D.  1592  to  A.D.  I629. 


1592  To  Mr.  Robert  Howie  and  Mr.  KterBlackbarByminist^  of  fhet^r«^       ■• 

1594  ...  Mr.  Peter  Bhickbum,  minister  «  -   -  * 

•— —  ...  For  the  support  of  the  poor        *  -      « 

I61I  ...  Mr.  John  M'Afue,  one  of  the  ministers  of  the  town,  for  support  of  fais 

fionily,  after  lus  dealii  •         .  «  » 

1616  ...  Mr.  William  Forbes,  one  efliie  ministers  of  Ae  town^  yearly,  by  order  of 

the  bead  court  -  «  '  * 

1621  For  the  support  ot  the  poor^  assessed  on  tlie  inbabitaAts  by  Ae  head  court 

1625  ...  the  ministers'  stipends  ••  «  • 

1627  —  Dr.  Forbes'  stipend  *  «  . 

■■  ■  ■  ...  the  poor  ■  ■  ■  • 

1628  ...  the  ministers  of  the  town,  by  order  of  Ae  head  court  ■> 

1629  ...  Dr.  Wfiliam  F<»bes,  for  stipend  •  p  « 
*«»-^  ...  Mr.  James  JUmB,  minister^  for  0^»eAd            *                     n 
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TABLE  OF  PRICES 

OF  SUNDRY  ARTICLES  OF  PROVISIONS,  AND  OTHER  COMMODITIES,  ^c. 

IN  ABERDBElf, 
At  different  periodfl^  from  A.D.  1559  to  A.D.  1639,  in  Ancient  and  Modem  Scottish  Monej. 


1562    Loaf  of  flour^  weighing  12  ounces 
Loaf  of  rye,  weighing  16  ounces 
Pint  of  ale 
Boll  of  meal 
Boll  of  bear 

Loaf  of  flour^  weighing  18  punces 
Do.         do.  12  ounces 

Loaf  of  lye^  weighing  16  ounces 
Pint  of  ale 

156s    Loaf  of  flour,  weighing  18  ounces    * 
Do.         da  9  ounces 

Pint  of  ale  •  • 

Best  double-soled  shoes,  for  men 
Do.  sii^g^^^fd  •  * 

Women's  double-soled  do. 

Da        single-soled  do.  - 

Best  mutton  bouk 
Second  sort  • 

1570    Scottish  pint  of  wine  m 

1576      Da  da  - 

1580  Admission  does  of  a  Burgess  of  GuQd 

1581  Boll  of  wheat,  with  one  peck  to  the  boll 
1593    Gallon  of  beer 

A  gaUon  of  ale  -  « 

Loaf,  wdghing  8  ounces  m 

Stone  of  candle,  • 

Stone  of  tallow,  16  lbs. 
Admission  dues  of  a  Burgess  of  Guild 
1596    Loaf  of  wheat  flour,  weighing  12  ounces 
Boll  of  malt 

Boll  of  rye  •  »i 

Boll  of  meal  « 

BoU  of  oats 

Price  of  boots  • 

Shoes,  ^pair,  single-soled  m 

Do.       do.     double*soled       • 
Boll  of  wheat  •  > 


fiCOTTI§H 

MONEY. 

Ancieni. 
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1598    Boll  of  wheft^  raw 

Boll  of  wheats  dry  - 

Boll  of  bear,  with  a  peck  to  the  boll 
Boll  of  meal 

1600    Boll  of  meal 

1606    Boll  of  coals 

Bourdeaux  wine,  the  pint  « 

1608    French  wine,  the  pint  » 

Boll  of  bear 

1614  Boll  of  wheat  • 

1615  Boll  of  bear 

Boll  of  wheat  »- 

1616  Boll  of  meal 

1617  Admission  dues  of  a  Burgess  of  GnUd 
1699       Do.  da 


SCOTTISH 

MONEY. 

Ancient. 

Modem* 

L.9    0 
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10    8    0 
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N.B^In  ihej/ear  1601^  Jngicnt  and  Modem  ScoOiih  Mmug  were  ah<mi  etpud  in  value. 
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CHAPTER    V. 


SECTIOTf  I. 


Commencement  of  the  Civil  Wars^— Proceedings  of  the  Covenanters  at 
Aberdeen^-^Operations  of  their  Armies — Montrose^  victories — He 
sacks  Aherdeen^^The  Marquis  of  Huntly^-^Distresses  of  the  citizens 
during  the  war'— Arrival  of  Charles  IL-^—ofthe  English  Army — De^ 
puties  sent  to  the  English  Commissioners  at  Dalkeith — James  VIL 
"^RevolutioH'^^Various  other  matters  at  Aherdeen^^MisceUaneous 
Occurrences. 

From  A.D.  1633  to  A.D.  1707. 

Aftee  King  Charles  had  returned  to  England,  there  sprung  up,  A.D.  i633. 
among  the  people  of  Scotland,  those  discontents  and  commotions, 
which  were  chiefly  occasioned  by  attempts  to  introduce  certain 
forms  and  ceremonies  into  the  church,  under  the  royal  authority. 
These,  joined  to  the  struggle  betwixt  episcopacy  and  presbytery, 
involved  the  nation  in  anarchy  and  disorder,  which  led  to  a  civil  war, 
to  the  destruction  of  the  king,  and  to  the  subversion  of  the  consti- 
tution. 

During  the  minority  of  King  James,  those  lands  and  revenues 
whidi  had  belonged  to  the  church  were  appropriated  to  certain 
powerful  barons,  who  had  supported  him  in  the  early  part  of  his 
reign.  But,  as  this  patrimony  had  originally  flowed  from  the  libera- 
lity of  the  crown,  it  ought,  upon  every  principle  of  law  and  justice, 
to  have  reverted  to  the  king,  when  it  became  vacant,  at  the  aera  of  the 
Beformation.  Accordingly,  after  King  James  had  been  firmly  esta- 
blished upon  the  throne^  and  had  attained  the  age  of  majority,  these 
church  lands,  then  possessed  by  the  impropriators,  or  lords  of  erection^ 
as  they  were  denominated,  were  annexed  to  the  crown ;  and  an  act 
was  passed^  revoking  all  grants  which  had  been  made^  in  prejudice 

c  c  thereof. 
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A.D.  1633.  thereof,  during  the  king's  minority.*  This  act,  however,  was 
never  enforced ;  and  the  nobles  were  allowed  to  retain  the  posses* 
sions  which  they  had  thus  acquired. 

These  impropriators  exercised  their  rights  over  these  lands  and 
possessions  in  a  manner  which  was  considered  as  extremely  oppres- 
sive to  the  vassals  under  theiru  particularly  in  the  arbitrary  way  of 
collecting  and  gathering  the  tithes.  They  would  not  even  allow  a 
competent  or  fixed  stipend  to  the  cJergy  out  of  ihe  tithes  which  tbey 
had  appropriated  to  them«elirai ;  but  kept  them  in  poverty,  and  de« 
peiuknt  on  their  pleasure.  In  oider  to  leroedy  diese  grievances, 
Charles  passed  an  act,  revoking  all  alienfltions,  which  had  been  made 
by  himisielf  or  hifi  prifedeceaeora,  of  the  knds  or  other  patrimonies  of 
the  crowD^  and  particularly  of  impropriated  tithes  4uid  benefices ; 
but  he  was  not  possessed  of  sufficient  resolution  to  carry  this  act  into 
execution.  At  the  same  time,  however,  a  commission  was  passed, 
under  the  great  seal,  appointing  a  certain  number  of  noblemen  and 
gentlemen^  who  were  chiefly  and  immediately  interested  in  these 
matters,  as  commissioners,  for  surrendering  the  feudal  jsuperiorities, 
and  the  impropriated  tithes  and  benefices,  to  the  king,  on  certain 
conditions ;  for  affording  relief  to  the  proprietors  of  the  lands,  and 
for  settling  a  suitable  and  fixed  provision  upon  the  clergy.  The 
proceedings  which  followed  upon  the  commission,  under  the  autho- 
rity of  Charles,!  were  considered  to  be  judicious,  and  the  decrees 
arbitral  which  he  pronounced  met  with  considerable  applause^  as 
being  beneficial  to  the  landholders,  to  the  clergy,  and  even  to  the 
crown.  The  nobles,  howiev^v  finding  by  these  acts  that  their  in* 
fluence  was  greatiy  dimtnisfaed,  were  discontented,  and  repined  at  the 
power  which  had  been  acquived  by  the  ecclesiastics,  many  of  whom 
now  enjoyed  the  favour  of  the  king,  and  the  highest  offices  under 
the  crown. 

Charles,  naturally  superstitious,  was  attached  to  the  clergy ;  but 
he  load  been  able  to  acq[uire  the  confidence  of  only  the  higher  ranks 


*  Acts  <if  Padiax0ent»  y^l.  u.  p.  451. 419- 

t  AjcU  e£  Parliament,  Charles  I.  c.  9.—- Subxnnsiens,  &c  498.  et  seq. 
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amQi^  them.  The  ministers^  in  genesali,  were  equally  hostile  with  A,l>.  is^a 
the  nobility  to  the  measares  of  the  couit,  and  ta  epsscopftl  authoritj, 
which  they  consideTed  as  tyrazmy  and  an  usurpation ;  and  Tegarded 
equality  among  ecclesiastics  to  be  a  divine  priTilege,  which  no  human 
law  could  alter  or  infringer  The  prelates  had  obtained  great  influ* 
ence  in  the  state,  and,  by  their  means,  the  jurisdiction  of  presbyte-. 
ries,  synods,  and  other  subordinate  courts,  had  been,  in  a  nuumer,. 
abolished ;  and  the  General  Assembly*  itself  had  not  been  summoned 
for  several  years.  A  new  oath  was  arbitrarily  imposed  upon  candidates 
for  the  ministerial  office,  by  which  they  swore  to  observe  the  articles  of 
Perth,!  and  to  submit  to  the  liturgy  and  canons  of  the  church. 

The  hook  of  canons  for  establishing  the  ecdesiaatical  juFisdiction  i6S5. 
had  now  been  confirmed  by  the  king ;  and  the  liturgy,  which,  with  a 
few  alterations,  waa  almost  a  transcript  from  that  of  England,  had 
been  imposed  on  Scotland  by  royal  Mithority.  It  bad  been  Intro- 
duced into  some  ot  the  churches  of  Edinbtirgh^  and  other  plans,, 
particukriy  in  Aberdeen^  where  it  was  observed  in  Saint  Nichotaa 
churchy  and  regarded  aa  a  proper  form  ctf  public  won^ipi:]:  In  Edin*- 
bur^,  ibw  incKcations  d  pcputar  discontent  appeaved  for  some 
time,  although  the  Ei^sh  service  was  well  known  in  that  place^  and 
had  been  used  for  upwards  of  twenty  years  in  the  ehapel  royal  of 
Hdyroodhouse,  which  was  then  the  parish  church  of  the  Canongate. 

c  c  £  Commcrtions,. 


*  The  General  Assembly  met  at  Aberdeen  on  the  ISth  Au^st,  I6l6,  the  Earl  of  Montrose 
being  the  Lord  High  Commissioner.     It  was  duefly  oecnpied  regarding  the  suppression  of  popery^ 

t  The  following  is  the  substance  of  the  articles  proposed  by  Kuig  James^  and  established  by 
the  Oenend  Assenoblyy  whidi  met  at  Perth  in  August^  ItflS  >— 

"  L  That  the  eucharist  should  be  received  in  a  kneeling  posture.  2.  That  it  should  be  adminis^ 
ta»din  prinratc;^  im  extreme  sickness^  according  to  the  order  prescribed  by  the  church.  3.  That 
haptiam  ahauld  be  administeBed  on  the  Sundqr  immediately  following  the  birth ;  in  private^  if  ne<- 
Cfiamsy,  4.  That  eyisoopal  confirmation  should  be  bestowed  on  youth.  5.  That  the  descent  of  the 
S|^^  the  birth»  pastioiH  nesurrection^  and  ascension  of  Christ,  and  the  mission  of  the  Holy  Spirit^ 
should  be  conunemoxated,  as  annual  festivals  in  the  churdL**— *|[JLt^  qf  John  Forbes  of  Corse,  Pro^ 
fu9or  4gf  IMtdnkjf^  Siag^s  CoUegSy  gr^ed  to-hu  JVorks^  p.  ll.^ 

I  The  book  of  eaMna  wat  pzinted  at  Afandaen,  m  iim  year  1686,  by  Edward  RabaA;  and^  m 
1A5>  he  printeAlhe  faaroLcijamym  foe  tlie  dancfa^  wodk  the  paalma>  mt  to  miiflic^  whidi  eontiaiied 
to  be  used  while  episeopaqr  prevailed.* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


196  ANNALS    OT   ABERDEEN* 

A.D.  1637.  Commotions,  however,  among  the  people  are  easily  excited  by  any 
alarm.  Being  under  the  influence  of  the  nobility  and  the  clergy,  they 
were  firmly  persuaded  that  these  religious  innovations  were  prepara* 
tory  to  the  introduction  of  popery  ;  and,  a  panic  fear  being  raised, 
popular  tumults  and  disorders  broke  out,  in  the  most  violent  manner, 
among  the  lower  ranks  in  Edinburgh,  on  an  attempt  being  made  to 
introduce  the  service  into  the  cathedral  church  of  St.  Giles. 

1638.  Charles,  being  unacquainted  with  the  genius  of  the  people  in  Scot- 
land, continued  inflexible  in  his  intentions  of  imposing  that  form  of  wor- 
ship upon  them :  their  prejudices,  therefore,  increased  daily  more  and 
more,  and  a  combination  of  almost  the  greater  part  of  the  kingdom 
was,  in  a  short  time,  formed,  to  counteract  his  measures.  To  this  com- 
bination the  king  had  nothing  to  oppose  but  a  proclamation,  which  was 
very  little  regarded^  and  wherever  it  was  published  it  was  encoun- 
tered with  a  public  protestation.  Meanwhile,  men  of  all  ranks  united 
together ;  and,  that  a  regular  system  for  their  operations  might  be 
established,  as  well  as  to  prevent  irregularities,  four  tablesj  as  they 
were  caUed,  were  formed  at  Edinburgh.  One  of  them  consisted  of 
the  nobility,  another  of  the  gentry,  and  the  other  two  of  ministers 
and  of  burgesses  respectively.  From  each  of  these  iaAles^  certain 
commissioners  were  appointed,  who  formed  a  general  table^  which  re- 
vised their  proceedings,  and  carried  their  acts  and  orders  into  exe- 
cution. Among  the  first  productions  of  the  ^a&/e^,  was  the  celebrated 
Covenant,  * 

The 


*  "  The  origin  of  tbe  covenant  may  be  traced  to  the  beginning  of  the  Refonnatioo^  when  the 
Lords  of  the  congregation^  by  their  bond  or  covenant^  first  undertook  the  protection  of  the  infimt 
church.  In  the  progress  of  the  Reformation^  it  was  twice  renewed;  but,  on  its  establishment,  ne« 
glected.  During  the  administration  of  Arran,  a  negative  confession  of  faith,  which  enumerated  and 
renounced  the  corruptions  of  the  Romish  see,  was  framed,  to  obviate  the  imputadons  of  popery^ 
and,  from  the  example  of  their  sovereign,  subscribed  by  his  household,  and  his  whole  subjects ;  re* 
vived  on  the  approach  of  the  Spanish  ambassador ;  and  confirmed  by  a  bond  for  the  preservation  of 
religion,  the  protection  of  his  person,  and  their  own  defence.  The  name  was  adopted  from  the  fre- 
quent covenants  of  Israel  with  God :  the  nature  of  the  obligation  was  derived  from  the  bonds  of 
mutual  defence  and  maintenance  peculiar  to  the  nation.  The  covenant  was  remembered  and  revered 
by  the  people,  as  an  obligation  to  which  their  ancestors  had  repeatedly  sworn  ;  institttted  during  the 
purity,  and  renewed  in  the  troubles,  or  on  the  triumph  of  the  presbyteiian  fiuth.  It  was  adopted 
by  the  English  in  the  year  1648,  and  enforced  by  the  dvil  and  ecclesiastical  authority  of  bodt 
IdngdomB^^Kfwx^^Robertson'i  HUtary  cf  ScoOand^Laingi  History,  vo^.  L  p.  183.2 
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The  covenant  consisted  of  a  renunciation  of  popery,  and  was  ex-  A.D.  less. 
pressed  in  those  virulent  terms  which  were  most  calculated  to  inflame 
the  minds  of  the  people.  It  was  followed  by  a  bond  of  union,  that 
obliged  the  subscribers  to  resist  all  religious  innovations,  and  to  de- 
fend each  other  against  every  opposition  whatever :  and  all  this  for 
the  greater  glory  of  God,  and  for  the  advantage  of  their  king  and 
country.  The  people  of  all  ranks  and  conditions,  without  distinction 
of  age  or  sex,  flocked  to  the  subscription  of  this  famous  deed,  which 
few  disapproved,  and  still  fewer  could  venture  to  condemn. 

The  king  cotild  not  fail  to  be  greatly  alarmed  at  this  combination, 
and  to  be  apprehensive  of  the  consequences  which  would  naturally 
arise  from  it.  He,  therefore,  appointed  the  Marquis  of  Hamilton,  a 
nobleman  in  whom  he  could  confide,  his  high  commissioner,  with 
authority  to  treat  with  the  covenanters ; .  but  although  he  agreed,  in 
name  of  the  king,  to  suspend  the  canons  and  the  liturgy,  yet  his  pa- 
cific propositions  were  disregarded.  He  failed  in  the  negociation, 
and  returned  to  London.  Hamilton,  by  order  pf  the  king,  made 
another  journey  to  Edinburgh,  with  neW  Concessions ;  but  was 
equally  unsuccessful  in  his  attempts  to  accomplish  a  reconciliation. 
Having  returned  to  London,  he  ^as  sent  back  by  the  king,  with  pro- 
posals to  abolish  the  canons,  the  liturgy,  and  the  high  commission, 
and  to  suspend  the  articles  of  Perth.  At  the  same  time,  authority 
was  given  to  him  to  summon  an  assembly,  and  afterwards  a  parha- 
ment,  where  every  grievance  might  be  redressed.  But,  however 
ample  and  conciliating  these  concessions  may  have  been  considered, 
they  were  rejected  by  the  covenanters,  as  being  still  short  of  their 
rising  demands. 

Charles  being  now  aware  of  the  advantages  which  the  people  had 
obtained  over  him  by^  the  covenant,  resolved  to  counteract  it  by  ano- 
ther of  a  similar  nature  on  his  part.  With  this  view,  he  ordered  a 
band  of  union  to  be  framed,  containing  a  renunciation  of  popery,  and 
expressed  in  pretty  much  the  same  terms  with  the  former,  to  which 
were  annexed  the  same  professions  of  duty  and  loyalty  of  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  king.  He,  at  the  same  time,  by  a  royal  proclamation, 
discharged  the  use  of  the  service  book,  the  book  of  canons,  and 
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A,D,  16SS.  high  commission  ;♦  and  rescinded  all  deeds  whatever  which  had  been 
made  for  establishing  them<  He  also  dispensed  with  the  practice  of 
the  five  articles  of  Perth,  which  had  given  so  much  offbncey  both  to 

'  the  presbyterian  clergy,  and  to  many  of  the  people. 

While  these  matters  had  been  transacting  in  the  south>  the  citi- 
zens of  Aberdeen^  who  were  firm  supporters  of  their  sovereign,  ap- 
pear to  have  viewed  them  with  indifference,  and  to  have  acquiesced 
in  all  the  measures  which  Charles  had  adopted.  In  these  they  were 
countenanced  by  the  ministers  of  religion,  who,  from  principles  of 
loyalty  and  motivei^  of  prod^cey  were  equally  attached  to  the  king. 
These  circumstances  were  early  communicated  to  his  Majesty,  who^ 
in  the  warmest  terms,  expressed  hia  thanks  for  the  services  whidi 
had  been  done  to  him,  by  a  letter  under  his  hand,  addressed  to  the 
magistrates,  f  Bot  it  waii  not  hmg  before  their  loyalty  was  put  to  a 
severe  trial ;  and  they  were  ultimately  comipelled  to  submit  to  the 
violence  of  party. 

On  the  20th  of  July,  the  Earl  of  Montrose ;  Lord  Couparj  the 
master  of  Forbes  j  Burnett  of  Leys ;  Graham  of  Murphy ;  Alexander 
Henderson^j;  minister  at  Leuchars;  David  Dickson^  minister  at  Ir* 
vine  I  and  Mr.  Andrew  Cant,  minister  at  FitsUgo,  made  their  ap- 
pearance 


*  The  (Courts  orhigh  commission  were  er^ei9  at  St  Andrew's  aiid  Glasgow^  of  sudEi  transcen* 
lient  jurisdictiofi,  liiftt  everjr  eeclestastics}  eourt  ir»  suboKSnaeff;  with  saek  iflquiskBrM  pon^BM, 
tlmt  everj  irndKridoAl  mi^  be cht4  mA  CJiawwMwi on  hb qogygmtym,  C0ad»^  mAr^fpom9fsh 
nions ;  exonnmunicated^  if  impenitent ;  outlawed^  if  contumacious ;  imprisoned  and  fined^  if  obnox* 
ious  or  guilty.  The  Archbishop  and  four  assistants  composed  a  quorum,  whose  sentence  admitted 
of  n»  appeaL«-«£Zaifi|f'«  HkUny,  voL  i  p.  S8^ 

t  ^^  ChawiES  IL-^Tnistie  aad  wtritbtWvvd,  wt gamlk  jm^wtHk  Haimig uadbrstvod,  Smio 
the  reverend  Father  in  God  the-Bishqp  of  Aberdeine^of  the  tcstimanCft  giwca  by  yofw  9X  this  tyma 
of  yor  affectionn  to  our  seirvice^  which  is  the  mpre  considerable  in  regard  of  the  neglect  of  otheris^ 
we  give  yow  hearty  thanldsibr  the  same,  w8Si^  yow  to  coiitinnea»yowhawebeg«ie;  aadbeaa- 
aured  we  wil  not  be  unmindfUIitheiaof  wken  axgr  oocsaienn  shaB  oftr,  ^siwiliy  yew  wmf  flni  Aa 
eStctaof  oure  pipAC^  favor.  Wee  bid  yow  ftiiiweilb  ftosa  oure  Court,  at  WhitebaU,  thenynt  of 
Aprile,  16S8/' 

i  On  the  25th  of  December,  I6J9,  Mc  Henderson  was  solicited,  by  the  msgistaate^  to  aooqA 
the  charge  of  one  of  the  ministers  of  the  town,  on  the  death  of  Dr.  Alexand^  Ross;  but  this  he  ap* 
peais  to  have  declined.— |[Coimctt  Begister,  eo^  liL  p.  517«3 
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penrftnce  in  the  towo,  in  the  chwracter  of  cc^omission^s  from  the  a.d.  i68«. 
tables,  and  cdytedupon  the  inhabitants  to  erubgcribe  the  new, cove- 
Bant  and  oath.  Br.  fiobert  Barron,  Dr.  James  Sibbald,  and  Dr. 
Alexander  £qs«^  three  of  the  established  aumsterg ;  Dr.  John  Forbes^ 
Professor  of  Divinitf,  and  Dr;  William  Leslie^  Principal,  of  the  Kin^s 
CoUefe;  and  Dr.  Alexander  Scrogiei  minister  of  Old  Aberdeen; 
had  been  folly  prepared  for  their  reo^tion.  "  They  diwMiided  to 
knoir  particularly  of  their  tererend  bretfasen  by  what  authority  they 
coold  require  them,  or  tfamr  pe<^e^  to  subscribe  tluus  covenant,  which 
had  neither  the  Autbonty  of  the  king,  the  lords  of  the  privy  council, 
the  national  synod,  nor  Of  any  other  jxi^Oatc^ ;  and  how  they  could 
att«iipl;  to  en^roe  upon  them,  or  their  people,  who  were  nowise  sub- 
ject to  Ihem,  the  interpretation  of  the  srtides  of  the  negate  confet- 
sitm.  Besides,  the  coveoftnt  was  rery  different  from  what  had  been 
aubacnbed  hy  the  late  king,  and  by  ^e  nation,  in  the  jeexs  1660  tokd 
1581."  The  reverend  commissioners  ai^pear  to  have  been  equally 
well  prepared  with  on  answer,  fhr  U)ey  f^peedily  rejoined, "  That  th^ 
had  not  come  hither  to  usurp  the  authority  of  any  civil  or  spiritual 
tribunal,  or  to  enforce  upon  their  reverend  brethren,  and  the  people 
committed  to  their  charge^  the  subscription  of  the  covenant,  or  the 
interpretation  of  the  articles  of  that  confession  which  is  called  nega- 
tive ;  but  were  sent  to  represent  t6  them,  in  all  humility,  the  present 
state  and  condition  of  the  church  and  the  kingdom,  calling  for  help 
at  their  hands ;  and,  in  brotherly  love,  to  exhort  and  entreat  that 
they  would  l)e  pleased  to.  contribute  their  best  endeavours  to  extin- 
guish the  common  combustion;  which,  by  uniting  with  almost  the 
whole  church  and  kingdom  in  the  covenant,  they  trusted  they  might 
lawfidly  d(^  witfaoiit  prcrjudice  to  the  King'*  Migesty,  or  to  any  law- 
fill  jwiticatory,  or  to  the  nc^gative  confesinon  of  finth ;  once  the  sound 
interpretation  and  application  thereof  to  the  errors  of  the  times  can 
make  no  substantial  change ;  and  the  band  of  mutual  defence,  by 
which  they  obliged  themselves  to  defend  the  true  religion  and  the 
Kix^s  Mi^ty's  person  and  authority  against  oU  persons  whatever, 
is  jomed  at  first  with  the  confession  of  faith.  That  his  Majesty's 
commissioner,  although  he  had  objected  to  the  covenant,  as  an  unlaw- 
f«d  oombinotSon  agOSiist  authority,  and  being  the  main  hindrance  to 
iSieir  obtaining  their  desires,  had  accepted  and  was  well  pleased  with 
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A.D.  1638.  their  declaration,  bearing,  That  they  had  solemnly  sworn,  to  the  ut- 
most of  their  power,  with  their  means  and  lives,  to  stand  to  the  de- 
fence  of  the  King's  Majesty,  as  God's  vicegerent,  set  over  them  for 
the  maintenance  of  religion,  and  the  administration  of  justice." 
This  was  only  the  prelude  to  much  learned  argument  which  passed 
between  these  reverend  gentlemen  on  this  important  subject ;  and 
the  whole  was  afterwards  printed  in  a  pamphlet  at  Aberdeen.  *  On 
the  Sunday  subsequent  to  their  arrival  in  the  town,  the  reverend 
commissioners  expressed  a  wish  to  be  allowed  to  enforce  their  doc- 
trines upon  the  people,  by  preaching  in  the  church :  but  the  esta- 
blished clergy  were  not  inclined  to  indulge  them.  They  were,  there- 
fore, contented  with  being  allowed  to  harangue,  in  three  several  ser- 
mons on  that  day,  to  pretty  numerous  congregations,  which  assembled 
in  the  court  of  the  Earl  Marischal's  lodgings,  in  the  Castlestreetf 
These  sermons,  however,  seem  to  have  made  very  little  impression 
upon  the  minds  of  the  people;  and  the  endeavours  of  the  learned 
commissioners  to  obtain  their  subscriptions  to  the  covenant  had  as' 
httle  eflfect. 

Meanwhile,  a  letter  had  been  transmitted  from  the  commissioners 
of  the  table  of  burgesses  to  the  magistrates  and  town  council,  re- 
questing them  to  subscribe  the  confession  of  faith  and  the  new  cove- 
nant, which  were  presented  to  them  by  the  Lairds  of  Dun,  Morphie^ 
Balmain,  and  Leys ;  but  this  they  had  declined,  for  the  same  reasons 
which  had  been  assigned  by  the  ministers  of  the  town ;:{:  and  the 
greatest  part  of  the  citizens  approved  of  their  conduct,  and  followed 
their  example. 

These  proceedings  having  been  communicated  to  the  king,  he 
addressed  another  letter  to  the  magistrates,^  expressive  of  the  high 

sense 


*  The  general  demands  of  the  reverend  Doctors  of  Divinity  and  Ministers  of  the  Gospel  in  Aber« 
deen^  concerning  the  late  covenant,  with  answers^  &c.  were  printed  in  16SB,  and  reprinted  there  in 
the  year  1663. 

t  Spalding^  voL  L  p.  69*  t  Council  Register,  voL  liL  p«  SS5,  3S9,  et  seq. 

§  ''  Charlxs  R^— ^Tmstie  and  well  beloved^  we  greet  yow  weiL  Having  underrtood  how  due* 
tufbllie  yow  hawe  carried  yoorselfis  at  this  tyme,  in  what  concerned  the  good  of  oure  service^'and 
particularlie  in  hindring  some  stranger  ministeris  firom  preaching  in  any  of  your  churches.  Wee 
hawe  taken  notice  thairof,  and  do  give  yow  hartie  thankis  for  the  same^  and  do  expect  that,  as  your 
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sense  which  he  entertained  of  their  loyalty  and  great  zeal  in  his  a.d.  less. 
cause ;  at  the  same  time  assuring  them,  that  he  should  not  be  un- 
mindful of  it  when  an  opportunity  offered.  This  letter  was  accom- 
panied with  another,  of  the  same  purport,  from  the  Marquis  of  Ha- 
milton. Indeed,  Charles  acted  up  to  his  promise;  for,  in  a  few 
weeks  after,  he  granted  to  the  magistrates,  council,  and  community, 
a  new  royal  charter  of  the  borough,  confirming,  in  the  most  ample 
manner,  all  their  ancient  rights,  privileges,  and  immunities.  This 
may  be  regarded  as  the  great  charter  of  Aberdeen.* 

The  commissioners  of  the  tables,  having  failed  in  the  object  of 
their  mission  to  Aberdeen,  took  their  departure ;  and  matters  conti- 
nued in  a  tranquil  state  for  some  time.  On  the  5th  of  October,  the 
Marquis  of  Huntly,  accompanied  with  Sir  Alexander  Irvine  of  Drum, 
sheriff  of  the  county,  arrived  in  the  town,  as  a  deputation  from  the 
Marquis  of  Hamilton,  his  Majesty's  high  commissioner,  and  were  re- 
ceived by  the  magistrates  with  every  degree  of  respect.  They  pre- 
sented to  them,  on  behalf  of  the  king,  the  confession  of  faith,  and 
general  band,  marked  by  the  clerk  of  the  privy  council,  for  maintain- 
ing the  true  religion,  and  for  protecting  the  king's  person.  These 
were  immediately  signed  by  the  magistrates  and  council ;  Dr.  Robert 
Barron  and  Dr.  James  Sibbald,  two  of  the  ministers  of  the  town ; 
and  by  the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants,  who  had  been  convened 
for  the  purpose,  f  In  order,  however,  to  remove  any  undue  impres- 
sion that  might  have  been  made  upon  the  minds  of  the  people,  the 
two  ministers  first  signed  these  deeds  under  this  qualification  and 
protestation,  "  That  they  had  agreed  to  the  confession  of  faith,  in  as 

D  d  far 


caxriage  hitherto  hath  bene  good^  so  yow  will  oontinew ;  asraring  yow  that  when  any  thing  that 
may  conceme  your  good  shall  occur,  we  will  not  be  unmyndfull  of  the  same.  Wee  bid  yow  fair* 
Weill,  frome  our  court,  at  Oadands,  the  last  day  of  July,  1638."— {Ctwnct/  Register,  vol.  lii.  p.  395.'2 

*  This  is  a  yoluminous  deed,  and  confirms  all  the  ancient  charters  of  the  borough,  from  the  time 
of  King  William  the  Lion.  It  is  dated  at  Oatlands,  9th  September,  16S8 ;  was  confirmed  in  par« 
liament  17th  November,  1641 ;  and  printed  several  years  ago. 

t  The  king's  declaration,  discharging  the  service  book,  book  of  canons,  and  high  commission, 
and  dispensing  with  the  five  articles  of  Perth,  and  indicting  a  General  Assembly  to  be  held  at  Glas- 
gow,  and  a  Parliament  at  Edinburgh,  had  heea  presented  to  the  magistrates  by  the'  Marquis  of 
Huntly,  and  proclaimed  at  Aberdeen  on  the  3d  October.<»{C(wnct/  RegUter,  vol.  lii.  p.  410.^ 
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A.D.  Hs$.  hx  as  it  condemned  and  abjured  aU  popish  enran^  idolatry,  and  ai»- 
perstition,  really  and  indeed  repugnant  to  God's  holy  word :  but  that 
they  did  not  understand  the  articles  of  Perth,  and  episcopal  govent- 
ment,  or  any  doctrine,  rite,  or  ceremony,  not  repugnant  to  scrips 
'ture,  to  the  practice  of  the  ancient  or  modem  reformed  and  sound 
churches,  or  to  the  confession  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  as  esta- 
blished by  law,  to  be  condemned  or  abjured  by  any  thing  which  th^ 
had  now  done,"* 

The  citizens  having  become  zealous  supporters  of  the  king,  were 
trained  to  military  exercise,  and  formed  into  a  regular  oorps^  under 
officers,  who  were  appointed  by  the  magistrates^  for  the  defence  6f 
the  town ;  but,  owing  to  some  irregularities  among  them,  they  were 
soon  disbanded,  and  forty-two  constables  were  nominated,  for  pare- 
serving  peace  and  good  order  among  the  inhabitants.! 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Church  met  at  Glasgow  on  the  21  st 
November,  in  consequence  of  a  royal  proclamation;  that  place 
lacing  preferred  to  Aberdeen,  J  on  account  of  the  influence  which  the 
high  commissioner  possessed  in  this  quarter.  The  assembly  was  at- 
tended by  almost  all  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  any  consideration, 
either  as  elders  or  assessors,  and  by  a  great  concourse  of  spectators 
from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom.  After  a  good  deal  of  irregular  and 
disorderly  proceedings  in  this  meeting,  all  the  acts  of  the  assembly 
which  had  passed  since  the  ascension  of  King  James  to  the  throne  of 
England  were  rescinded,  and  declared  null  and  invalid ;  the  whole 
bishops  were  degraded,  or  excommunicated ;  and  thus  episcopacy, 
the  high  commission,  the  articles  of  Perth,  the  canons,  and  the  litur- 
gy, were  entirely  abolished,  as  unlawful.  At  tjhe  same  time,  the 
covenant  was  ordered  to  be  signed  by  every  person,  under  the  pain 

of  excommunication. 

I 

Although  this  work  of  reform  bad  been  accomplished,  consonant 
with  the  designs  of  the  covenanters,  yet  they  were  fully  sensible  that 

'    these 


*  Coaoalk  BigMto*,  ^«^  fii.  p.  41S.  f  Ibid.  VfL  IS.  p.  4f  1,  et  seq. 

X  No  delegate  was  sent  to  this  assembly  from  the  town^i  in  consequencie  gf  a  representation  fiom 
the  citizens  to  the  magistrates.— [CoirTictf  RegUter,  vol.  lil  p.  428.]] 
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these  would)  on  no  account,  be  admitted  by  tlie  king,  and  that  it  would  A.  a  ^3§. 
be  absolutely  necessary  to  support  their  arbitraiy  measures  by  mili*. 
tary  force.  Their  only  resource  was  in  themselres,  and  in  their  own 
vigour,  and  they  prepared  accordingly.  On  the  20th  of  February,  this 
year,  a  meeting  of  the  different  estates  of  parliament  was  held  at 
Edinburgh,  when  it  was  unanimously  resolved  to  commence  a  de- 
flensive  war,  in  order  to  oppose  the  king. 

The  covenanters  having  now  acquired  the  ascendant  in  the  na- 
tion, were  zealously  supported  by  the  Earls  of  Argyle,  Marischal, 
Bothes,  Cassllis,  Montrose,  Lothian,  and  other  noble  lords,  who  had 
embraced  the  covenant;  and,  a  civil  war  being  inevitable,  they 
speedily  raised  an  army,  which  was  put  under  the  command  of  Gene* 
ral  Leslie,  an  officer  of  considerable  experience  and  abilities.  The 
whole  country,  except  Aberdeen,  and  where  the  Marquis  of  Huntly, 
who  still  adhered  to. his  sovereign,  had  any  influence,  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  covenanters ;  and,  in  a  very  short  time,  was  put  in  a 
posture  of  defence. 

After  this  time,  it  was  the  misfortune  of  Aberdeen  to  become  the 
theatre  of  the  war  in  the  north,  and  to  experience  many  of  the  dis-* 
tresses  and  calamities  incident  to  civil  commotions.  In  this  situation 
of  affairs,  the  citizens  in  general  still  continued  to  support  the  mea- 
sures of  the  king,  and  to  promote  his  views,  until  they  were  over* 
whelmed  by  a  numerous  force.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year,  they 
commenced  their  operations  of  putting  the  town  in  a  state  of  de« 
fence,  with  ditches,  and  other  works,  on  the  north-east  and  south-west 
sides,  and  by  fortifying  it  otherwise  in  the  best  manner.  They  took 
arms,  and  inrolled  themselves  to  serve,  under  captains,  and  other 
officers,  for  the  protection  of  the  town.  The  provost  and  sixteen  of 
the  citizens  were  named  as  a  council  of  war.  The. town  being  di- 
vided into  four  quarters,  a  captain,  lieutenant,  ensign,  and  three  Ser- 
jeants, were  appointed,  as  officers  of  each  quarter,  and  a  military  go- 
vernment was  established.*  But  they  soonfoimd  that  their  zeal  had 
engaged  them  in  a  very  hopeless  undertaking. 

D  d  2  The 


*  Council  Register,  yoL  Hi.  p.  445.  447*  450. 
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AD.  1659.  The  Marquis  of  Huntly,  who  had,  about  this  time,  been  ap* 
pointed  lord  lieutenant  of  the  northern  district,  which  extended 
from  the  river  Dee  to  Caithness,  received  a  supply  of  arms,  and  other 
warlike  stores,  for  the  loyalists  in  that  quarter,  by  a  yacht  and  trans- 
port, which  had  arrived  in  the  harbour  of  Aberdeen,  from  England. 
From  these  stores  the  magistrates  were  supplied  with  two  hundred 
muskets,  one  hundred  pikes,  for  arming  the  citizens,  with  the  ne- 
cessary ammunition ;  but  such  was  the  low  state  of  the  resources  of 
the  king,  that  the  dean  of  guild  and  the  treasurer  were  obliged  to 
unite  in  a  bond  to  his  Lordship  for  the  value  of  these  appointments, 
which  amounted  to  L.S685  4s.*  About  the  same  time,  the  Marquis 
called  for  the  services  of  all  the  loyalists,  from  the  age  of  sixteen  to 
sixty,  and  required  them  to  join  him,  on  the  25th  March,  properly 
armed,  and  furnished  with  fifteen  days  provisions.  On  the  22d,  the 
inhabitants  of  Old  Aberdeen  and  Spittal,  to  the  number  of  160  men, 
were  mustered  under  the  bishop ;  but  they  were,  for  the  most  part, 
unarmed,  and  unserviceable.  Meanwhile,  intelligence  was  brought  to 
the  town  of  the  approach  of  the  army  of  the  covenanters,  under  the 
command  of  the  Earl  of  Montrose,  which  disconcerted  all  the  mea- 
sures both  of  Huntly  and  of  the  magistrates.  In  this  difficult  junc- 
ture, the  citizen^  found  that  their  exertions,  without  any  othei 
means  than  their  own  internal  resources,  could  be  of  very  little  ser- 
^-^  vice 


The  following  Rules  were  ordered  to  be  observed  in  the  defence  of  the  town  r— ^ 

1.  That  all  the  ports  shall  be  shut  and  locked  every  night. 

2.  That  a  nightly  watch  of  twenty-four  persons  shall  be  appointed ;  each  man  to  attend  in  per* 

son^  under  the  penalty  of  L.5. 
.  S.  That  the  catbands  of  iron  shall  be  provided,  and  fixed  on  every  port»  and  other  convenient 

places,  where  formerly  fixed,  and  locks  to  be  made  for  the  same. 
4.  That  the  great  ordnance  shall  be  brought  into  the  town,  and  placed  in  proper  situations, 
i).  That  no  stranger  shall  be  lodged  witfainihe  town,  till  the  magistrate  be  first  acquainted. 

6.  That  the  baiUies  shall  pass  through  the  town,  and  see  that  every  man,  fit  to  bear  arms^  be 

provided  with  them,  on  his  own  expence. 

7.  That  the  whole  expence  shall  be  assessed  on  the  mhabitants. 

Council  Register,  vot,  liL  p.  445w 

*  Council  Register,  vol.  lii.  p.  451.  The  price  of  each  musket,  bandelier,  and  rest,  was  L.12; 
each  pike,  L.2  8s. ;  each  lib.  of  powder,  18s.;  one  cwt  of  matches,  L.18  ;  one  cwt.  of  bullet^ 
L.10  l6s.  Scottish  money* 
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vice  in  the  cause  of  their  sovereign.  They  were  unassisted  by  any  A.D.  1639. 
succours  from  the  king ;  they  began  to  be  cUvided  among  themselves ; 
and  the  alarm  of  the  approach  of  this  army  having  seized  them, 
many  threw  down  their  arms,  deserted  their  standards,  and  left  the 
place.  The  town  was  thus  left  in  a  defenceless  state,  and  exposed  to 
any  body  of  men  who  might  be  inclined  to  occupy  it.* 

The  Earls  of  Montrose,  Marischal,  and  other  noblemen,  with  Ge- 
neral Leslie,  had,  by  this  time,  collected  from  the  southern  counties 
a  considerable  force,  in  order  to  overawe  the  north,  and  impose  the 
covenant  on  the  refractory  inhabitants.  They  advanced  to  Aber- 
deen, and  took  possession  of  it  on  Saturday  the  SOth  March,  without 
meeting  with  any  opposition,  f  Their  army,  consisting  of  6000  horse 
and  foot,  was  encamped  in  the  links ;  and  the  Earl  of  Einghom 
was  appointed  governor  of  the  town,  having  imder  his  command  a 
garrison  of  1800  foot.  The  main  body  of  the  army  was  now  aug- 
mented, by  the  arrival  of  2000  horse  and  foot,  which  had  been  col- 
lected in  the  nojirth,  under  Lord  Fraser,  the  master  of  Forbes,  and 
other  barons.  It  did  not,  however,  remain  long  in  this  position,  for, 
in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  it  broke  up  its  encampment  in  the 
links,  and  immediately  marched  to  Kintore,  with  a  train  of  artillery, 
consisting  of  two  cartons,  or  quarter  guns,  and  twelve  other  pieces  of 
ordnance.    After  halting  there  for  two  days,  it  proceeded  to  Inver- 

ury. 


*  Council  R^giater^  toL  lii.  p.  454* 

On  the  82d  March^  asty  young  men  of  the  toim  resolved  to  proceed,  by  sea,  with  their  ooloturs 
and  arms,  and  join  the  king.  They  embarked  on  board  a  ship  in  the  harbour  on  the  28th  of  the 
same  month.  Dr.  Leslie,  Principal  of  King^s  College ;  Drs.  Barron,  Sibbald,  Guild,  and  Ross,  mini- 
sters of  the  town;  Sir  Alexander  Irvine  of  Drum ;  Mendes  of  Pitfoddels ;  and  several  others,  accom- 
panied them  in  the  same  ship. — [Spalding,  vd.  u  p.  ISO.^ 

t  Before  the  army  entered  the  town,  the  magistrates  tent  a  deputation  to  the  Earl  of  Montrose, 
with  the  following  proposals :— 1st  That  no  hostilities  should  be  used  against  the  town,  as  the  citi« 
%eoB  weaee  disposed  to  give  peaceable  entry  to  the  nobtli^  and  their  army.  Sd.  That  if  any  par- 
ticular person  gave  offence,  that  it  should  be  repaired  privately,  without  reflecting  on  the  public 
peace,  d.  That  the  citizens  should  not  be  forced  to  receive  more  men  than  they  could  conveniently 
accommodate;  and  that  such  accommodation  should  be  given  to  the  nobility,  while  in  the  town,  as 
in  the  power  of  the  dtixens.  The  inhabitants  being  assembled  in  a  head  court,  were  informed  by 
the  provost  of  the  approach  of  the  army  and  the  nobility,  in  compliance  with  the  orders  of  the  late 
General  Assembly;  but  that  no  injury  Qt  violence  would  be  done  to  Xbem^^CQuncU  BegiHer,  vol. 
lii.  p.  453.] 
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A.D.  iffS9.  ury,  where  it  encamped,  with  a  view  to  be  ready,  on  an  emergency, 
to  return  to  Aberdeen. 

The  conductors  of  this  army  had,  previously  to  their  leaving  the 
town,  issued  their  orders  to  the  citijzens,  enjoining  them  to  fill  up, 
without  delay,  the  trenches,  which  had  been  formed  for  the  defence 
of  the  town,  under  the  penalty  of  its  being  plundered  and  razed ; 
but  the  execution  of  these  orders  they  seem  to  have  neglected.  In  a 
Aprils,  few  days  after,  however,  they  were  convened  in  the  Gray  Friars 
church,  by  order  of  the  Earl  of  Kinghom,  in  name  of  Montrose,  and 
commanded  immediately  to  destroy  the  temporary  works  of  fortifica- 
tion ;  to  dismount  the  cannon,  which  were  to  be  delivered  up  to  the 
Earl  Marischal,  along  with  the  ammunition,  for  the  service  of  the  ar« 
my ;  and  to  remove  the  catbands  of  the  ports,  under  the  pain  of 
plundering  the  town.  At  the  same  time,  the  citizens  were  required 
to  provide  lodging  and  entertidnment  to  the  garrison  in  the  town,  at 
the  rate  of  6s.  8d.  for  each  man,  per  day,  for  the  space  of  eight  days ; 
and  the  magistrates  were  enjoined  to  pledge  their  %ssurance  to  the 
inhabitants  that  they  should  be  fully  indemnified.  It  was  in  vain  for 
them  to  remonstrate ;  and,  therefore,  they  submitted  with  sullen  re- 
luctance. * 

On  the  following  day  they  were  again  assembled  in  the  same 
place,  by  an  order  of  the  nobility,  and  required  to  subscribe  the  co- 
venant, and  articles  annexed  to  it,  as  settled  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly which  met  at  Glasgow,  under  the  pain  of  being  disarmed,  and 
having  their  whole  property  confiscated,  f  At  this  they  appear  to 
have  hesitated,  and  requested  to  be  allowed  a  few  days  to  consider 
the  matter  maturely,  before  they  gave  their  answer.  But  an  expe- 
dient was  at  hand  to  enforce  the  most  speedy  obedience  to  these  in- 
junctions,  and  it  was  immediately  adopted. 

April  6.        The  Earl  of  Montrose  broke  up  his  camp  at  Inverury,  and 
marched  directly  to  Aberdeen,  where  he  arrived  this  day,  BXkd  en« 
camped  his  army  again  in  the  links,  in  order  to  compel  the  refrac- 
tory 


Cumdi  RqpBtar,  toL  lii.  p.455.  t  IMd.  ToL  lii.  p.  456. 
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tory  dtiaens  to  submit  to  the  measuret  of  the  covenanters.  Being  A.a  issft. 
tssembled  on  the  9th  Aprils  they  were  informed  by  the  prorost  that 
the  nobility  had  expresBly  commanded  them  immediately  to  fortify 
^the  blockhouse,  for  the  defence  of  the  town  against  foreign  enemies ; 
had  enjoined  them  to  subscribe  the  covenant;  and  to  contribute,  with 
the  rest  of  the  kingdom,  for  the  expence  of  the  war :  and,  as  the  con- 
tumacy of  the  citizens  had  occasioned  the  army  to  be  marched  to  the 
town,  they  had  determined  to  exact  from  them  a  contribution  of 
100,000  merks,  with  the  whole  charges  attending  it  since  its  arrival ; 
but  from  this  imposition  those  who  had  previously  signed  the  cove- 
nant were  to  be  exempted.  Having  in  vain  murmured  against  these 
arbitrary  orders  and  heavy  imposition,  they  at  length  expressed  their 
willingness  to  fortify  the  blockhouse,  and  the  greater  part  of  them 
declared  their  readiness  to  subscribe  the  covenant,  and  to  contri- 
bute proportionally,  in  time  coming,  with  the  other  boroughs,  for  the 
support  of  the  army :  but  if  the  nobility  were  determined  to  exact  the 
contribution  which  had  been  imposed  upon  them,  they  requested  time 
to  be  allowed  foi*  removing  themselves,  their  families,  and  property, 
from  the  town.  The  following  day  being  observed  as  a  solemn  fast, 
there  was  preached  in  the  churdi^  by  Mr.  John  Bow  of  Perth,  a 
B^rmoD^  which  seems  to  have  had  considerable  influence  over  the  re- 
fractory part  of  the  citizens ;  for,  immediately  after,  almost  the  whole 
of  them  subscribed  the  covenant,  that  had  occasioned  so  much  dis- 
tress, and  been  attended  with  such  serious  consequences  to  them. 

Montroae  now  appointed  four  of  the  citiisens,  as  commissioners  April  lo. 
from  the  town  to  tfa^  tables  at  Edinburgh,  ^  to  c<mcur  with  them  in 
9a(h  matters  as  might  tend  to  the  glory  of  God,  the  king's  honour, 
and  the  maintenance  of  the  true  reUgion,  laws,  and  liberties  of  the 
kingdom.''  They  accordingly  repaired  to  Edinburgh;  but  no  sooner 
hud  they  anrived,  than  a  fine  of  40,000  merks  was  imposed  upon  them 
by  the  nobility,  who  ordered  them  to  be  confined  until  they  i^iould 
either  pay  this  money^  or  report  an  ajwwer  from  the  town,  agreeing  to 
pay  it  The  magistrates  having  declined  to  extricate  them  from  this 
^lifficalty,  they  were  committed  to  the  prison  of  Edinburgh,  by 
a  warrant  from  the  nobility  and  the  conunissioners  of  the  other 

tables. 
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A.D.  1639-  tables,  and  only  liberated  at  the  end  of  five  weeks,  at  the  intercession 
of  the  provost  and  magistrates  of  that  city,  upon  their  granting  bond, 
with  security,  and  giving  their  oaths,  that  they  should  return,  with- 
in a  specified  time,  under  the  penalty  of  paying  the  fine  which  had 
been  so  imposed.* 

The  Earl  of  Montrose  having  accomplished  his  military  enter- 
prises in  the  north,  without  bloodshed,  and  brought  the  citizens  of 
Aberdeen  to  due  subjection,  by  obtaining  their  subscriptions  to  the 
covenant,  prepared  to  march  his  army  to  the  south.  On  the  12th 
April,  General  Leslie  marched  from  Aberdeen,  with  the  foot  and  the 
artillery ;  and,  next  day,  Montrose  followed,  with  the  remainder  of 
the  army,  carrying  along  with  them  the  Marquis  of  Huntly,  whom 
they  had,  by  some  means  or  other,  decoyed  into  their  power.  He 
was  conducted  to  Edinburgh,  as  a  hostage,  and  imprisoned  in  the 
castle,  where  he  remained  for  some  time. 

The  seizure  of  Huntly,  and  his  subsequent  imprisonment,  greatly 
disconcerted  his  adherents  in  the  north.  His  second  son,  James, 
Viscount  of  Aboyne ;  the  laird  of  Banfi*;  and  other  loyalists,  chiefly 
of  the  Gordons,  now  took  arms,  and  assembled  a  body  of  men,  whom 
they  had  collected  from  their  numerous  vassals  and  dependents  in 
the  north;  and  manifested  hostile  intentions  towards  the  cove- 
nanters. 

Meanwhile  the  Earls  Marischal  and  Seaforth,  and  other  barons, 
who  were  zealous  supporters  of  the  covenanters,  had,  by  the  25th 
April,  collected,  in  Aberdeen,  about  3000  men,  with  a  view  to 
watch  the  motions  of  the  loyalists,  imder  the  Viscount  of  Aboyne. 
The  Earl  Marischal  assumed  the  title  of  governor  of  the  town,  and 
required  the  citizens  to  furnish  a  company  of  eighty  men,  com- 
pletely armed,  and  under  officers,  for  the  detachment  of  the  army 
which  had  been  sent  to  Monymusk,  under  the  command  of  Lord 
Eraser  and  the  master  of  Forbes,  against  the  laird  of  Banff  and  his 
partisans;  but  this  request  does  not  appear  to  have  been  readily 

complied 


*  Council  Rejpster,  vol  liL  p.  457«  et  seq.  467* 
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complied  with.  On  the  first  of  May,  an  order  was  transmitted  to  the  a.d.  1639* 
magistrates  from  the  table  of  the  nobility,  requiring  them  to  furnish 
every  fourth  man,  completely  armed,  to  the  bound  rod,  at  Edinburgh, 
with  ten  days  provisions,  and  a  proportional  number  of  horsemen  to 
each  company,  armed  with  carabines,  pistols,  guns,  or  Jack  and  lance; 
and,  three  days  afterwards,  six  pieces  of  the  cannon  belonging  to  the 
town  were  also  demanded  by  the  Earl  Marischal,  for  the  service  of 
the  army  at  Montrose.  The  force  of  the  covenanters  being,  at  this 
time,  weak  and  ineffective,  these  requisitions  do  not  appear  to  have 
been  much  regarded,  and  were  not  complied  with.  Indeed,  Maris- 
chal's  army  was  soon  dispersed. 

The  covenanters  having  appointed  their  committee  to  meet  at 
Turreff  upon  the  20th  of  May,  to  sound  the  dispositions  of  the 
people  in  that  district  with  regard  to  the  covenant,  Lord  Eraser,  the 
master  bf  Forbes,  and  the  other  leaders  of  that  party,  assembled  a 
body  of  1200  men,  on  the  ISth,  to  enforce  obedience  to  their  injunc- 
tions ;  but  they  were  surprised  by  the  laird  of  Banff,  Haddo,  and 
other  barons,  who  attacked  and  dispersed  them.  The  victors,  elated 
with  this  success,  advanced  towards  Aberdeen,  and  took  possession 
of  it  without  opposition.  They  now  wreaked  the  vengeance  of  their 
fury  upon  the  covenanters  in  the  town,  who  experienced,  during 
their  stay,  similar  distresses  to  what  the  loyalists  had  formerly  suffered 
from  the  army  of  Montrose.*  Finding  nothing  to  oppose  them  in 
the  course  of  their  desultory  excursions  in  the  neighbourhood,  they 
despoiled  the  houses  and  mansions  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  been 
forced  to  embrace  the  covenant,  of  every  article  of  value  which  they 
could  seize.  They,  however,  remained  only  five  days  in  the  town, 
and  were  dismissed,  with  permission  to  plunder  the  covenanters 
wherever  they  inchned.  No  sooner,  however,  had  they  evacuated 
the  town,  than  it  was  occupied  by  the  Earl  Marischal,  with  about 
SOOO  horse  and  foot,  which  now,  in  their  turn,  harassed  those  inha- 
bitants who  were  known  to  be  loyalists.  In  the  meantime,  Montrose, 
having  received  intelligence  of  the  proceedings  of  the  army  under  the 

E  e  laird 


»  Council  B^giflter,  toL  BL  p«  468. 
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A.D.  i6s^  Iftird  of  Banff^  and  suspecting  the  fidelity  of  the  citizens,  aceelemted 
his  progress  northward,  in  order  to  bring  them  under  due  subjection. 
On  Saturday  the  S5th  May  he  marched  into  the  town,  with  about 
4000  horse  and  foot,  and  thirteen  field  pieces ;  and  encamped  his  ar« 
my  in  the  links.  But  the  citizens  haying  lost  his  confidence,  and 
incurred  his  highest  displeasure,  had  now  to  experience  the  weight  of 
his  authority.  He  next  day  brdke  up  his  camp,  cantcmed  his  troops 
in  the  town,  and  in  Old  Aberdeen,  and,  on  Monday  the  ^th,  im- 
posed a  contribution  upon  them  of  10,000  merks,*  for  defraying  the 
expence  of  the  army  in  the  present  expedition ;  which  money  was 
ordered  to  be  paid  on  the  morrow,  by  eleven  o'clock,  under  the 
pain  of  the  town's  being  given  up  to  plunder.  The  citizens  wej^e,  at 
the  same  time,  disarmed^  under  the  authority  of  the  tables;  the 
twelve  pieces  of  ordnance,  which  had  been  purchased  for  the  defence 
of  the  town,  were  ordered  to  be  transported  to  Montrose  and  Pundee^ 
for  the  purpose  of  opposing  the  English,  who  threatened  a  landing 
at  these  |)laces ;  and  the  weapons,  both  defensive  and  offensive,  be^ 
longing  to  the  citizens,  were  delivered  up  to  Sir  Robert  Qfaham 
of  Murphy,  f 

But  these  rigoroas  exactions  were  not  deemed  to  be  sufficient 
atonement  for  the  offences  of  the  citi^tiS.  On  pfeteiice  of  a  threat* 
ened  invasion  by  the  English  fix>m  the  sea,  an  order  was  issued  by 
the  table  of  the  nobility,  to  block  up  the  harbour,  by  sinking  i^ips 
and  other  craft  upon  the  bar.  Thia  was  fortunately  prefented^  by  s 
representation  to  the  tables  and  the  conductors  of  their  army,  from 
the  principal  barons  of  the  cocmty,  and  the  citizens,  pointing  out  the 
fatal  consequences  which  would  infaHibly  arise  from  such  an  opera- 
tion, and  the  httle  benefit  which  their  cause  could  derive  from  it.$ 

Montrose, 


*  It  appears  from  the  treasury  accounts  fpr  iSsg,  that  th^  whole,  mon^  waapaid  t^  thtf 
treasurer. 

t  CouncO  Register,  vol.  lii.  p.  464,  etseq. — Spalding,  vol  i.  p.  158. 

t  This  representation  being  signed  by  many  of  the  ancient  barons  of  the  county,  a  copy  of  it  is 
annexed :— "  We,  nobiUmen,  barones,  and  gentrie^  of  the  schirrefdom^  of  Aberdein,  and  inhabitantia 
of  the  burghe  of  Aberdeine,  under  subscrywand,  humblie  means  and  schaws  onto  yo^  Lordschipes, 
my  Lords  general!,  and  remanent  nobilitie  of  this  present  mam,  Igaai  tk  AhwfcjgMs  IVMms  yo^ 
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Montrose^  having  so  far  accomplii^ed  the  objects  which  he  had  in  a.d,  lOssb 
view^  and  reduced  the  citizens  to  the  lowest  condition^  marched  with 
his  army  to  the  north,  in  order  to  subdue  the  loyalists  there.  He  had 
advanced  as  far  as  the  castle  of  Gight,  when  intelligence  was  brou^it 
to  him,  that  some  ships  had  come  into  the  bay  of  Aberdeen,  having 
on  board  the  Viscount  of  Aboyne,  the  Earl  of  Glencaim,  and  others 
of  that  patty,  with  military  stores,  from  England.  He  Immediately 
returned  to  Aberdeen,  where  he  arrived  on  the  3d  of  June ;  but  such 
was  the  rapidity  of  his  movements,  that  he  evacuated  the  toTtn  upon 
the  5th,  marched  into  Angus,  and  there  dispersed  his  army.* 

On  the  6th  June,  the  Viscount  of  Aboyne  and  the  other  loyalists 
landed  from  the  transports,  and  published  the  king^s  proclamation, 

E  e  2  dated 


LordN^hipes  bflS  aiqpaintit  the.  harbour  of  t^e  burghe  of  Aberd/eine  to  be  Uokit  and  cfesit  up,  axid, 
for  that  effect,  shipes  to  be  aunkin  in  the  mouth  thairof,  for  staying  the  arrivall  of  loiie  shipes  or 
men  within  the  ssid  harbour,  in  tyme  coming.  And  we,  after  mature  detiberatron,.  considdering 
theft  albeb  tilt  aflUbarbour  wer  hiaUt  up  and  cloait^  yit  tba  cloug  up  tbaiMf  ndB  noirayea  »waiU 
aor  oondttca  tathft  atoping  and  hindering  of  theamvdl  of  men  in  any  part  of  the  aanda  befcwiact  the 
said  harboux  and  the  toune  of  Newburghe,  being  tuelff  myllea  of  bounds ;  in  any  part  of  the  which 
bounds,  and  in  the  beyis  thairabont,  men  may  be  landft  out  of  shipes  als  easilie  and  cofiodiouslie  as 
gif  the  said  harbour  waa  nut  dosll  ujp  sfc  all;  and  namely  new,  in  the  thne  of  sofier,  and  line 
weather;  nether  is  it  poosil^tiiaiai^  great  slUppes  of  burdene  can  enter  th^  ntw  utbeans 

entering  can  saiflie  ly  within  the  same.  Besyids,  that  the  blocking  and  closing  up  of  the  said  har« 
bbur  win  be  a  perpetuall  wrack,  not  onfie  to  the  said  toune  of  Aberdene,  and  inhabitantis  thairaf> 
be  staying  of  Aur  t^  and  coSeroe  be  sea,  and  destroj^  and  abolishing  of  thur  sdmound  Hsb- 
hq^et  ontbewatterof  Die,,todieridneafidowertbrewef  tfadr  tbuni^fo  In  which  comide- 

rationes  theis  an  humblie  to  supplicate  &c.  And  we,  the  s^id  nobdlmen,  barrones,  and  gentriei,  of 
the  schtrrefdnne  of  Aberdeine,  and  inhabitantis  of  the  said  burghe,  do  heerby  bind  and  obleis  us 
and  cure-  suecesseurs,  tcv  contribute'  our  best  endeavduree^  with  the  hazavd  of  oure  lyres  and  for* 
tenefl^  teslDptheaniwdaidtandtogof  any  shipes  or  men  et  the  said  harb^  or  at  any  part  be« 
twixt  the  WBtteris  of  Dee  and  Done;  and  tostaiklingaigeit  lobeans^rifail  to  tbe-cuatrieforyo^  not 
performance  of .  the  said  article,  to  be  conqptabiil  for  quhat  prejudice  or  inconvenient  may  result 
upon  this  cana  andkingdome  thaxrfoy.«^t  Aberdeine,  the  penult  day  of  May,  1659." 


Rraser 

A.BkBMmanef£lsicli 

Akn.  Stiai^uben  «f  Gknkmdie 

Patrick  Straquhan 

Jo,  Forbes 

Dkncan  Forbes  of  Campbell 

Johne  Leslie,  yo^,  of  Pitkeppel 

Mr.  Jo.  Forbes 

*  Spalding^  vol  L  p.  l67. 


Robert  Forbes 

A.  Forbes 

J.  Ramsay 

J.  Forbes  of  Leslie 

Tho.  Forbes 

W.Forbes 

Th.  Crombie 

Monymusk 


R.  Farq'sone  of  Invercauld 

Robert  Oardyne  rf  TiByfroskie 

A«  Forbes  of  Edit 

W.  Forbes  of  Tillieburie 

J.  Meldrum 

Ja.  Skene,  of  that  nk 

Alex,  Burnett  of  Leyis,  younger 

T.  Erskyne  of 
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A.D*  1639.  dated  at  York,  the  25th  April,  requiring  all  his  subjects  to  lay  down 
their  arms,  and  return  to  their  duty  and  allegiance  to  his  Majesty ; 
at  the  same  time,  promising  them  a  free  pardon  for  all  past  offences. 
At  this  time,  Aboyne,  as  his  Majesty's  lieutenant  in  the  north,  had 
in  view  to  co-operate  with  the  Marquis  of  Hamilton,  who  commanded 
the  English  fleet  in  the  Forth,  and  was  in  expectation  of  receiving 
from  him  8000  men ;  but  in  this  he  was  disappointed*  Lewis  Gordon, 
the  Viscount's  brother,  however,  having  intelligence  of  his  arrival,  as- 
•  sembled  a  body  of  1000  men,  whom  he  had  hastily  collected  in  the 
north,  and  with  these,  and  four  field  pieces,  joined  his  brother  at  Aber« 
deen.  This  army  was  soon  augmented  to  4000  men,  by  levies  of  the 
barons  and  gentry,  who  had  remained  loyal  to  the  king>  and  by  many 
who  had  formerly  embraced  the  covenant.  On  the  14th,  the  citizens 
were  summoned  to  join  this  army,  properly  armed, nmder  the  pain  of 
death.  They  were  also  required  to  provide  free  quarters  for  400  foot 
and  200  horse,  for  the  space  of  fifteen  days  ;  or  to' pay,  daily,  in  lieu 
thereof,  6s.  for  each  foot  soldier,  and  15s.  for  each  horseman* 
They  so  far  acquiesced  in  this,  by  agreeing  to  contribute  1000 
dollars,  by  way  of  loan  to  his  Lordship,  for  the  service  ctf  his  army.* 
Aboyne,  now  finding  himself  in  a  posture  to  contend  with  the  cove- 
nanters, marched  from  the  town  towards  Stonehaven,*  with  an  inten* 
tion  of  enforcing  obedience  to  the  king's  proclamation ;  but  intelli^ 
gence  of  his  approach  being  brought  to  Montrose  and  Marischal^ 
then  at  Dunnotter,  they  prepared  to  meet  him,  with  a  body  of  2000 
horse  and  foot,  which  they  had  hastily  collected.  With  this  force 
they  opposed  him  at  Megray  hill ;  prevented  his  further  progress ; 
and,  after  some  fighting,  obliged  him  to  retreat,  in  great  disorder,  to- 
wards Aberdeen.  They  pursued  his  flying  army  for  some  time,  and, 
on  the  18th,  they  advanced  to  the  bridge  of  Dee,  which,  they  found, 
had  been  strongly  fortified  with  four  field  pieces,  and  occupied  by  four 
companies  of  foot,  from  the  town.  Being  unable  to  force  the  bridge, 
Montrose  next  day  made  a  feint  to  cross  the  river  with  his  cavalry,  a 
little  above  it,  which  induced  Aboyne  to  draw  off^  his  horse  and  part 
of  the  foot,  in  order  to  prevent  his  passage  of  the  river.    The  de* 

fence 


*  Council  Register^  vol.  lii,  p.  470,  et  seq. 
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fence  of  the  bridge  being,  by  these  means,  weakened,  it  was  carried  A.D.  1639. 
by  the  covenanters;  who  took  the  four  field  pieces,  and  killed  four  of 
the  citizens  who  defended  it.    Aboyne  and  his  troops  having  im- 
mediately fled  in  different  directions,  Montrose  closely  pursued,  and 
put  many  of  them  to  the  sword* 

The  town  now  became  an  easy  conquest  to  the  victors,  who  en- 
tered it  withqut  resistance,  and  threatened  to  set  it  on  fire.  The  citi- 
zens, struck  with  consternation  and  dismay,  and  dreading  the  ene« 
my's  severity,  which  they  had  experienced  on  former  occasions,  fled 
from  the  town,  with  their  wives  and  families,  uncertain  where  to  go. 
It  was  given  up  to  pillage ;  but  the  magistrates  interceded  with  the 
leaders  of  the  army,  and  agreed  to  pay  a  contribution  of  7000  merks,* 
to  be  distributed  among  the  soldiers,  to  prevent  further  ravages.  Be- 
fore, however,  the  treaty  was  concluded,  many  acts  of  plunder  had 
been  committed;  and  forty-eight  of  the  principal  citizens,  who  had 
been  concerned  in  the  action,  were  bound  with  cords,  and  committed 
to  prison,  f  In  a  few  days  afterwards,  a  letter  was  transmitted  from 
the  king,  addressed  to  the  magistrates,:|:  communicating  the  agreeable 
intelligence  of  a  negociation  for  peace  having  taken  place  at  Berwick. 
Montrose  thereupon  evacixated  the  town  with  his  army,  and  marched 
southwards ;  by  which  means  the  citizens  were  relieved,  for  a  while, 
from  the  hardships  and  calamities  of  war. 

Thomas  Gray  and  Patrick  Chalmers  were  sent,  as  delegates  June  28. 
from  the  town,  to  Charles,  then  at  Berwick,  to  represent  to  him 
the  many  distresses  and  losses  which  the  citizens  had  suffered,  on 
his  Majesty's  account,  from  the  armies  of  the  covenanters,  and  the 

great 


*  The  money  was  paid  to  the  Earl.Mariadial;  and^  being  borrowed  by  the  treasurer  from  indi- 
viduals^ the  citixens  a^^eed  to  be  assessed  for  its  repayment.— £Coimct7  Regutir,  vot  liL  p.  479«3 

f  Council  Register,  vol.  lii.  p.  477i^*-Gordon's  History^  toL  ii.  p.  305. 

X  ''  Charles  R.-— Trusty  and  well  beloved.  Wee  greete  you  well.  Haveing  fully  understood  of 
yo^  constant  affeccon  to  o^  serviee,  and  sufferings  for  the  same,  wee  give  you  harty  thanks ;  and, 
as  heretofore  wee  have  written,  wee  will  not  be  unmyndAill  thereof :  but  o^  subjects  who  had  o& 
ftoded  lis  having,  at  this  tyme,  given  us  sattisfacc^n,  accepting  of  that  which  propounded  unto 
them^  wee  have  dKmght  it  fitt  to  acquaint  you  therewith,  to  the  end  you  doe  not  proceed  in  any 
thing  touching  hostility,  but  that  you  setle  yo^  town  in  a  peaceable  way :  And  so  wee  bid  you  har« 
tily  far^well^  from  o^  Roiall  Camp^  at  the  Bricks^  the  18th  of  July,  1659." 


Digitized  by 


Google 


214  J^HVAtti  OF  ABEBDEBV. 

A.D.  16^.  great  load  of  public  debt*  which  the  town  had  incurred  during  the 
war»  in  expectation  of  receiving  some  compensation  for  these  inju- 
ries. The  king  received  them  graciously,  and  gave  them  his  assu- 
rance that  he  should  not  be  unmindful  of  the  sufferings  of  the  citi- 
zens ;  at  the  same  time  promising,  that,  as  soon  as  it  was  in  his 
power,  reparation  should  be  made  to  them  for  their  losses,  f  But, 
indeed,  at  this  time,  Charles  himself  was  in  a  very  distressed  situa- 
tion, and  surrounded  by  so  many  difficulties,  that  whatever  pro- 
mises of  relief  he  may  have  made  to  his  loyal  subjects,  he  was  unable 
to  fulfil. 

From  the  sudden  pacification  which  the  king  had  concluded  at 
Berwick,  no  good  was  likely  to  arise.  It  had  been  extorted  by  pre- 
sent necessity,  and,  therefore,  was  of  short  duration.  Indeed,  neither 
party  seemed  to  be  serious  in  the  observance  of  it,  and  there  were 
only  wanting  an  opportunity  to  break  it,  and  a  slight  pretence  for 
the  renewal  of  hostilities.  The  situation  of  his  affairs,  and  the  want 
of  monoy,  obliged  him  to  disband  his  army ;  but  the  covenanters 
had  concluded,  that,  as  the  treaty  was  inconsiderate,  so  it  was  probable 
that  they  ahould  soon  have  occasion  to  have  recourse  to  arms.  They 
were,  therefore,  so  provident,  in  disbanding  their  tro(^>8^  as  to  eiijcnn 
the  officeors  to  hold  themselves  prepared,  on  a  moment's  notice^  whca 
their  services  were  required.  Many  of  these  were  their  countrymen* 
who  had  served  in  the  armies  on  the  continent,  and  resigned  their 
rank  and  emoluments,  in  order  to  espouse  the  cause  of  the  covenan- 
ters, 


*  Tbe  town's  public  dd>t,  incuRed  by  the  war,  was,  at  Michaefanas,  16S9,  ta  tdOawa:—- 

To  the  Arndfl  appropriated  to  benevolent  purposes,  under  the  managemmt  of  the  £.     t.  d. 
Magistrates  and  Coundl,  paid  to  the  armies  of  the  Covenanters,  to  relieve 

Ike  cMaew      '             .                   '  —                    .                      .  .  S9Q6  13  4 

...  moaey  berrewad  bjr  Ae  TVeuorer  ften  prirste  mdividnab,  and  paid  arway 

by  him  in  the  same  nMOner         *                       »                       •  IVHSl  13  4 

...  the  Dean  of  Guild,  advanced  by  him        .                      .                      .  S012    3  0 

...  the  Trauurer,  super-ejpended  by  him  «  ,707  18  11 


L.19954    8    7 
r,  MLl)kp.4AI. 
t  Coonea  Register,  vol,  In.  p.  480.  4M. 
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ten,  and  serve  in  their  armies.    A  lieutenant^colonel  and  twelre  ad.  idd?* 
other  officers  were  allotted  to  the  town  and  county   of  Aber« 
deen^  and  retained  on  pay,  at  the  rate  of  L.50I  6s.  8d.  monthly,^ 
from  the  1st  of  December  to  the  spring  of  the  ensuing  year. 

Meanwhile  the  covenanters  preserved  the  ascendency  which  they 
had  acquired  orer  the  nation ;  and  some  circumstances  soon  occur* 
red  which  occasioned  the  war  to  be  renewed,  with  advantages  cm 
their  side,  and  disadvantages  on  that  of  the  king :  but,  during  the  re« 
mainder  of  the  autumn,  and  tbrongih  the  winter,  matters  coiiitinued 
in  a  tolerable  state  of  tranquillity. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  year  the  covenanters  began  to  make  the  i64o. 
most  ample  preparations  for  the  ensuing  contest  A  committee  of 
estates  was  appointed  to  superintend  the  operations  of  war  i  and  a 
tenth  of  yearly  income,  arising  from  rents,  trade,  or  otherwise,  was 
imposed,  as  an  assessment,  for  the  defence  of  the  country.  But,  as  par* 
liament  had  not  given  its  sanction  to  this  last  measure,  a  general  bond 
was  framed,  by  the  committee  of  the  tables,  and  ordered  to  be  signed 
by  the  people,  agreeing  to  pay  this  assessment,  and  to  relieve  the  con- 
ductors of  the  warlike  preparations,  of  their  engagements.  It  was 
transmitted  to  the  magistrates,  with  instructions^  not  onYj  for  its  due 
execution,  but  for  levying  the  tax  Irom  the  citiaen^  withotrt  delay. 
In  the  same  manner,  a  requisition  was  made,  soon  after,  by  the  Eart 
Mariscfaal,  and  other  leaders  of  the  covenanters^  of  all  silver  and  gold 
work,  and  coined  money,  belonging  to  the  citizens,  in  order  that 
these  nd^t  be  delivered  to  the  receiver-general,  and  coined  for  the 
public  service,    for  this  plate  suffieknt  Mcuritff  was  to  be  given  to  the 

owners, 


IlM  Nme«  of  «ii*  Ofi^m  lite  Wf^t  piM  fey  Ar  tMn  aaa  foi^^ 


Lieutenant-Colonel  Geo.  Forbes    L«IM    ^  8 

Capftain  George  M'Kenxie  -  66  IS  4 

.     George  Forbes     -  .  66  IS  4 

— —  John  Forbes         -  -  66  13  4 

Lieutenant  Robert  Lumsden  «  SO    0  0 

■  ■                  Waiiam  Forbes  •  SS    0  0 

Ensign  James  Cruickshank  «  S4    0  0 


Ips^  Fimds  Faribes 
Serjeant  John  Mathie 

■  John  Lithgow 

■  John  Cowper 

■  John  Minuter 
Alex.  Loreil 


Mmal^P9». 


12 
12 
12 
12 
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0 
0 
0 
0 
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Comifit  A«i4tov  tw^.  lilt  f  .  515, 
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AvD.  1640.  owners,  at  the  rate  of  L.S  for  each  ounce  of  the  silver,  and  L.—  for 
each  ounce  of  the  gold ;  to  be  paid  to  the  owners  within  a  year. 
These  impositions  were  ordered  to  be  enforced,  under  the  pain  of 
confiscation  of  moveables,* 

May  28.  At  this  time,  a  muster  being  made  of  the  citizens  fit  to  bear  arms, 
they  were  found  to  amount  only  to  260 ;  but  many  loyalists  had  left 
the  town.  They  were  required  to  march,  under  arms,  to  the  bridge 
of  Dee,  where  they  were  to  meet  the  Earl  MarisChal  and  Major-Ge- 
neral  Robert  Monro,  with  a  body  of  men  consisting  of  800  horse  and 
foot,  on  its  march  for  defence  of  the  town.  No  sooner  had  they 
taken  possession  of  it,  than  the  magistratss  were  compelled  to  accede 
to  certain  articles,  which  were  proposed  by  Monro,  for  supplying  his 
troops  with  bread,  beer,  shoes,  linen,  and  camp  necessaries ;  and  for 
furnishing  arms,  and  other  military  stores,  for  the  public  service ;  all 
at  the  expense  of  the  community.  In  the  month  of  August  a  com« 
pany  of  120  foot  was  raised  by  the  town,  and  put  under  the  command 
of  Robert  Keith,  brother  of  the  Earl  Marischalf  This  quota  of 
men  marched  to  join  the  expedition  which  had  been  sent  into  Eng- 
land, under  General  Leslie. 

While  Monro  remained  in  the  town,  his  army  ravaged  and  pil- 
laged the  country,  and  very  much  oppressed  all  those  who  were  sus- 
pected of  favouring  the  king ;  but,  upon  the  12th  of  September,  he 
marched  southward;  by  which  means  the  citizens  were  rdievedfrom 
those  distresses  to  which  they  had  been  exposed  while  his  army  was 
quartered  upon  them.  It  was,  however,  soon  replaced  by  a  small 
body  of  men,  under  the  conmiand  of  Lord  Sinclair,  who  was  in  the 
service  of  the  covenanters.  He  was  more  moderate  in  his  exactions 
than  Monro,  for  he  agreed  to  pay  the  inhabitants  for  their  lodging 
and  entertainment ;  but  his  troops  made  up  for  this,  by  pillaging  the 
country  in  the  neighbourhood,  without  respect  or  discrimination  of 
persons.  This  body  of  men  remained  as  a  garrison  in^he  town  till 
February,  1642,  when  it  marched  for  Ireland.:]: 

In 


*  CouncQ  R^^ifiter,  toL  liL  p.  5S6.  5^8.  547.  t  Ibid.  V9I  lii  p*  5M.  56S. 

%  Council  Bq^Uter,  yoL  lii.  p.  688*  709« 
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During  these  civil  contentions,  such  was  the  situation  of  Aber-  A.D.  i640. 
deen.  At  one  time,  the  inhabitants  were  subjected  to  the  calami- 
ties of  war ;  at  another,  they  were  exposed  to  the  arbitrary  exactions 
and  impositions  of  the  conductors  of  contending  armies,  until  these 
had  become  intolerable :  but,  in  the  unfortunate  state  of  the  nation,  . 
every  consideration  was  sacrificed  to  accomplish  the  purposes  of  fac- 
tion. The  people  were  unprotected  by  any  civil  power,  or  any  re- 
gular government,  and  knew  no  authority  but  that  which  domi- 
neered over  them  at  the  time. 

After  the  treaty  which  had  been  concluded  at  Bippon  between  1641. 
the  English  and  Scottish  commissioners,  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom 
remained,  for  some  time,  in  a  state  of  tranquillity.  Charles  repaired 
to  Edinburgh,  in  the  summer  of  this  year,  in  order  to  establish  the 
peace  of  Scotland,  for  which  he  was  extremely  anxious,  and  conferred 
honours  and  bestowed  preferments,  indiscriminately,  on  those  who 
had  been  most  zealous  in  his  service,  and  on  those  who  had  been  the 
most  strenuous  opposers  of  his  measures.  By  these  means  he  lost 
his  best  friends,  without  making  any  favourable  impression  upon  the 
minds  of  his  enemies ;  and  the  concessions  which  he  had  granted  to 
Scotland  did  not  tend  much  to  his  advantage,  nor  did  these  conciliate 
th^  minds  of  the  people. 

About  this  time,  the  civil  war  broke  out  in  England;  and,  al-  1645. 
though  the  army  of  the  parliament  of  that  kingdom  had  suffered  de- 
feats, yet  the  affairs  of  the  king  made  no  favourable  progress,  and  soon 
became  in  a  manner  hopeless.  *   The  convention  of  estates  of  Scotland 

F  f  having 


*  In  the  interval  between  the  two  campaigns^  when  the  king  was  at  Oxford,  he  addressed  the 
fna^^strates  of  Aberdeen  by  the  following  letter  :-« 

''  Charlkb  ft.-^Tra8tie  and  weQ  beloved,  we  greet  you  welL  Since  nothing  on  earth  can  be 
moir  dear  unto  us  than  the  preservation  of  the  affection  of  our  people^  and^  amongst  them,  non 
more  than  of  these  our  native  kingdom^  which,  as  the  long  and  uninterrupted  government  of  us  and 
our  predecessors  over  them  doth  give  us  just  reason,  in  a  mair  near  and  spedall  maner,  to  challange 
from  them;  so  may  they  justly  expect  a  particular  tenderness  ftom  us,  in  everie  thing  which  may 
contribute  to  their  happiness.  Bot  knowing  what  industrie  is  used  by  scattering  seditious  pamphlets, 
and  employing  private  agents,  and  instruments,  to  give  bad  impressions  of  us  and  our  proceedings, 
and,  under  pretence  of  a  danger  to  religion  and  government,  to  corrupt  y^  fidelitie  and  affection,  and 
to  engage  them  in  an  unjust  quandi  against  us  their  king;  we  canno^  theirfoir,  bot  endeavour  to 
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A.D.  164S.  having  resolved  to  support  the  common  cause,  by  forming  an  union 
with  the  parliament  of  England,  a  negociation  was  speedily  con- 
cluded, and  a  new  covenant  was  framed  at  Edinburgh,  in  the  name 
of  the  people  of  Scotland,  England,  and  Ireland,  which  was  called 
^  The  solemn  League  and  Covenant/*  By  this  deed  the  sub- 
scribers became  bound  for  the  mutual  defence  of  each  other  against 
all  who  might  oppose  them,  to  extirpate  popery,  abolish  prelacy,  and 
to  preserve  the  reformed  religion,  as  established  by  the  Church  of  Scot- 
land, "  according  to  the  word  of  God,  and  the  example  of  the  purest 
churches."  In  order  to  carry  on  the  war  with  vigour,  an  army  of 
20,000  men  was  voted  by  the  convention  of  estates,  and  sent  into 
England,  under  the  command  of  General  Leslie,  who  had  been  ad- 
vanced  by  Charles  to  the  dignity  of  Earl  of  Leven.  Hostilities  com- 
1644.  menced  in  England  betwixt  the  royal  army  and  that  of  the  parlia« 
ment,  in  different  quarters ;  and  orders  were  issued,  commanding  the 
military  services  of  every  person,  from  the  age  of  sixteen  to  sixty 
years,  fit  to  bear  arms.  Certain  sums  of  money  and  quotas  of  men 
were  apportioned  upon  the  several  counties  and  the  royal  bo« 
roughs,  for  augmenting  the  armies,  and  for  the  defence  of  the 
country.  Aberdeen  fitted  out,  as  dts  quota,  for  the  army  in  Eng«« 
land,  a  company  of  130  men,  at  the  expence  of  the  treasury,  properly 

equipped^ 


remove  those  jealousies^  and  secure  their  fears  firome  all  possiUlitie  of  ai^  luuHffd  of  dther  of  these 
from  us.  We  have^  tfaeiifoir^  thought  fitt  to  require  you  to  call  togidder  your  fellow  btugesses, 
and  sudi  others  as  have  any  dependttioe  upon  yoii^  aiid^  m  oiur  names^  riiew  them  our  wilHi^ess 
to  give  all  assurance  they  can  desire,  or  we  possibly  grant,  (if  more  can  be  given  than  already  is,) 
of  preserving  inviolablie  all  those  graces  and  favours  which  we  have  of  lait  granted  to  that  our 
kingdome ;  and  that  we  faithfully  promise  never  to  go  to  the  contrair  of  any  thing  their  esta* 
blished,  either  in  the  ecclesiastical  or  civil  government,  bot  that  we  will  inviolablie  keep  the  same, 
according  to  the  laws  of  that  our  kingdome ;  and  we  wish  God  to  blis  our  proceedings  and  po8« 
teritie.  We  hope  this  will  give  so  full  satis&ction  to  all  who  sail  hear  of  this  our  solemn  protesta* 
tion,  that  no  such  persons  as  studie  division,  or  goe  about  to  weaken  the  confidence  betwixt  us 
and  our  people,  and  justlie  deserve  the  nune  and  punishment  of  inoendaries,  sail  be  sheltred 
from  the  hand  of  justice ;  and  all  sudi  odiers  as  sail  endeavour  peace  and  unity,  and  obedience  to  us 
and  our  laws,  may  expect  that  protection  and  increase  of  favour  from  us  which  their  ftdelitle  de« 
serves.  So,  expecting  y^  care  heirof,  we  bid  you  heartlie  farewell,  Stam  sur  Court  at  Oxford,  the 
21st  April,  1643.- 

'*  To  our  irustie  and  well  beloved,  the  Provost,  BaUUes,  and  Counsett  qfour  town  of  Aberdeen.*^ 

CotmoU  RegUter,  wd^Uhf.  79^ 
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equipped,  under  Captain  John  Strachan;*  the  citizens  were  trained  ad.  isi*. 
to  arms;  and  the  town  was  put  in  a  posture  of  defence* 

The  Marquis  of  Huntly  and  Sir  John  Gordon  of  Haddo,  who  had 
invariably  adhered  to  the  interest  of  Charles,  made  considerable  pre- . 
parations  for  commencing  hostilities  against  the  covenanters,  by  col- 
lecting and  arming  a  body  of  men  from  their  vassals  and  dependents. 
Among  the  first  of  their  warlike  enterprises,  they  dispatched  about 
100  horse  to  the  town,  where  they  seized,  and  carried  off  as  their 
prisoners,  Patrick  Leslie,  the  provost ;  Robert  Farquhar  and  Alex- 
ander JafiTray,  two  of  the  baillies  ;  and  John  Jaffray,  dean  of  guild ; 
who  were  disafiTected  to  their  cause.  They  were  detained  for  some 
time  at  Strathbogie,  and  afterwards  at  Auchindown ;  but,  not  long 
after,  they  effected  their  liberty,* and  returned  to  Aberdeen.  Soon 
after,  the  Marquis  having  notified  to  the  magistrates  his  inten- 
tion of  occupying  the  town  with  his  army,  which  was  now  on  its 
march,  a  deputation  was  sent  to  his  Lordship,  at  Inverury,  to  ascer- 
tain his  designs  towards  the  citizens.  He  received  the  deputies  on 
good  terms,  and  pledged  his  word  that  none  of  them  should  be 
pressed  in  their  consciences,  nor  molested  or  troubled  in  their 
persons  or  property.  In  the  meantime,  however,  he  advanced  a  de- 
tachment of  his  army,  consisting  of  SOO  horse,  and  the  same  number 
of  foot,  with  which  he  took  possession  of  the  town,  on  the  ^8th 
March ;  and,  in  a  few  days  after,  the  remainder  of  his  army  followed. 
He  required  the  citizens  immediately  to  accede  to  one  of  the  three 
followhig  propositions  ^-*lst.  That  the  roll  of  the  assessment  of  taxes 
should  be  delivered  up  to  him,  along  with  payment  of  the  money 
which  had  been  assessed.  ^.  That  a  contribution  should  be  made 
}3iy  the  citizens  for  the  support  of  his  army.  3d.  That  his  army  in 
the  town,  at  Inverury,  and  in  other  places,  should  have  freequarters.f 
In  vain  did  they  remonstrate  against  these  requisitlonSi  as  being  incon- 

p  f  2  sistent 


*  The  company  had  th|«e  coloon  of  taffet^,  and  vras  provided  with  221  lib.  of  gunpowder  and 
mmunition;  beead  to  the  vakw  of  LMli.  Eadi  man  vaodved  a  suit  of  clothes,  two  shirts,  with  a 
saaadut  and  swcnd.  Tha  daily  pay  of  eacJi  stddiw  was  6a. ;  and  every  twelve  were  allowed  a  b«g< 
g^g^  horse.    Their  enlisting  numey  was  ten  dollars  eadi^^Cialdry  Accountt.'} 

4*  Council  Bqpstcr,  toL  lii.  p.  829.  vol*  Uii*  P*  1^01. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SSO  ANNALS   OF   ABERDEEN. 

A.D.  1644.  sistent  with  his  Lordship's  promises ;  and  equally  in  vain  did  thej 
implore  him  to  abate  his  demands,  on  accomit  of  their  inability  to 
comply  with  them.  They  were  obliged  to  submit,  but  not  without 
expressing  their  indignant  feelings  on  the  occasion.  He  disarmed 
them  without  delay,  and  seized  four  pieces  of  ordnance  which  were 
found  on  board  a  ship  in  the  harbour.  Afterwards,  he  published  a 
manifesto,  complaining  of  the  severity  of  the  committee  of  estates, 
particularly  with  regard  to  the  orders  which  they  had  issued  for  seiz- 
ing his  person  and  property;  at  the  same  time,  declaring  the  motives 
which  had  actuated  him  to  take  arms  against  them.  On  intelli^ 
gence,  however,  being  brought  of  the  approach  of  the  army  of  the 
covenanters,  he  took  his  departure  upon  the  80th  of  April,  and  re- 
treated to  Auchindown. 

May  2.  No  sooucr  had  Huntly  evacuated  the  town,  than  it  was  occupied 
by  the  army  of  the  covenanters,  under  the  command  of  the  Marquis 
of  Argyle,  the  Earl  Marischal,  and  other  noblemen.  This  army  con- 
sisted of  6000  horse  and  foot,  and  was  composed  of  Highlanders, 
Lowlanders,  and  Irish,  bearing  on  their  standards  the  inscription 
^  For  the  Covenant^  Religionj  the  Crown^  and  Kingdom^*  They  lived  at 
free  quarters  upon  the  citizens ;  who  were,  at  the  same  time,  compelled 
to  submit  to  a  contribution  imposed  upon  them  by  the  committee  of 
estates,  for  the  charge  of  supplies  to  the  northern  army,  the  Scottish 
army  in  England,  and  the  Irish  army ;  and  very  heavy  sums  were 
exacted  from  them  for  these  and  other  such  purposes.  Argyle's  army, 
however,  did  not  remain  long  in  the  town ;  for,  in  a  few  days  after- 
wards, it  marched  northward,  leaving  only  a  garrison  behind,  under 
the  command  of  the  Earl  of  Einghom,  who  was  appointed  gover- 
nor a  second  time.  The  greater  part  of  the  citizens  had,  by  this  time, 
embraced  the  covenant,  from  principle,  or  acceded  to  it  by  compuU 
sion ;  arid  they  had  now  become  as  warm  supporters  of  it  as  they  had 
formerly  been  zealous  in  the  service  of  the  king. 

Montrose,  who,  at  the  commencement  of  these  civil  commotioni^ 
had  been  greatly  attached  to  the  interest  of  the  covenanters,  now  de- 
voted himself  to  the  service  of  the  king,,  and  was  rewarded  with  the 
dignity  of  Marquis.  After  some  unsuccessful  attempts,  he  put  him- 
self at  the  head  of  1500  Irish  auxiliaries,  who  had  landed  on  the 

north- 
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north-west  coast  of  Scotland ;  and,  although  very  ill  appointed,  had  a.d.  i64*. 
penetrated  into  Athol,  where  they  were  joined  by  the  highlanders, 
and  by  many  others,  who  had  deserted  the  cause  of  the  covenanters. 
This  small  army,  being  now  augmented  to  about  SOOO  men,  Montrose 
hastened  to  immediate  action,  as  Argyle  was  behind  him  in  pursuit  of 
the  Irish.  He  advanced  to  Perth,  where  Lord  Elcho  was  stationed, 
with  an  army  of  6600  horse  and  foot ;  and,  although  inferior  in  num«- 
ber,  and  totally  unprovided  with  horse,  obtained  a  complete  victory 
over  him.  The  Marquis,  being  joined  by  many  loyalists,  accelerated 
his  progress  to  Aberdeen,  in  order  to  rouse  Huntly  and  the  Gordons, 
who  had  often  manifested  their  zeal  for  the  king,  but  had  been  sup- 
pressed by  the  superior  forces  of  the  covenanters,  and  prevented  from 
making  any  great  exertions  in  his  favour.  On  intelligence  of  his  ap- 
proach. Lord  Burleigh,  who  was  in  the  command  at  Aberdeen,  pre- 
pared to  meet  him,  with  an  army  of  3000  horse  and  foot^  which  he 
had  collected  there. 

Montrose,  on  his  advance  northwards,  forded  the  Dee  at  Mills 
of  Drum,  about  ten  miles  above  the  town,  on  Wednesday  the  11th 
September,  and  encamped  at  Crathes.  On  the  same  day  Lord  Bur- 
leigh marched  out  his  army  to  the  two-mile  cross,  on  the  west  of  the 
town,  where  he  remained  till  the  following  day,  having  returned  in 
the  evening,  without  meeting  the  enemy.  Montrose,  immediately 
after,  encamped  his  army  there,  and  next  morning  dispatched  a 
flag  of  truce,  accompanied  by  a  drummer,  with  a  letter  to  the  magis- 
trates, summoning  them  to  surrender  the  town  to  his  arms.  After 
some  consultation  with  Lord  Burleigh,  Viscount  Frendraught,  and 
the  other  chiefs  of  that  party,  they  dismissed  the  flag,  with  an  an- 
swer, refusing  to  surrender ;  but  while  the  drummer  was  returning, 
he  was  unfortunately  killed  in  the  Green,  either  by  accident  or  by 
design.*  This,  so  contrary  to  the  acknowledged  principles  of  war- 
fare, could  not  fail  to  exasperate  Montrose.  He  immediately  put 
his  troops  in  motion,  to  attack  the  enemy,  and  take  the  town  by  as- 
sault.   Burleigh  marched,  about  11  o'clock  before  noon,  along  with  a 

considerable 


*  The  magistrates  presented  to  the  drununer  a  piece  of  money  of  L.6  ISs.  4d.  which  is  stated  in 
the  treaswy  accounts  of  that  year. 
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A.D.  1644.  considerable  body  of  the  citizenSi  in  arms,  in  order  to  give  him  battle ; 
but  a  severe  storm  of  wind  and  rain  coming  on  from  the  south-west, 
Sept  13.  disconcerted  his  troops,  by  beating  in  their  front.  The  conflict  com* 
menced  on  the  road,  near  the  Crabestone,  and  on  tlxe  irregular 
ground  betwixt  it  and  the  Justice  Mills ;  and  continued  about  two 
hours.  It  was  sanguinary,  and  the  fate  of  the  town  was  soon  de« 
cided.  Montrose,  by  means  of  the  superior  manceuvring  of  his  ca*^ 
valry,  and  the  advantages  of  his  position,  obtained  a  complete  victory 
.  over  the  covenanters,  who  precipitately  fled  in  di£ferent  directionfit 
leaving  many  of  their  friends  dead  and  wounded  in  the  field.  He 
closely  pursued  the  vanquished  to  the  gates  of  the  town,  which  he 
entered,  and  renewed  the  slaughter,  putting  to  the  sword,  without 
distinction,  every  person  whom  he  found  upon  the  streets*  The  un^ 
fortunate  dtieenSt  who  had  so  often  experienced  his  oppresiions  for 
their  loyalty  to  the  king,  were  now  exposed  to  unrestrdned  massacre 
and  pillage  by  the  rapacious  Irish.  The  prison  was  bi;oke  open, 
and  the  prisoners  set  at  liberty;  the  houses  of  the  inhabitants 
were  no  protection  from  the  rage  of  the  infuriate  soldiers,  who  first 
stripped,  and  then  put  to  death  many  of  the?  people ;  the  women 
durst  not  bewail  their  husbands  or  their  fathers,  nor  inter  the  dead, 
who  remained  unburied  on  the  streets  for  three  days,  till  the  Irish 
departed.  In  this  disastrous  affair,  upwards  of  160  of  the  citizens 
feU  in  the  battle,  or  were  killed  in  the  pursuit,  and  within  the  town. 
Among  these  were  several  respectable  citizens,  whose  loss  was  deeply 
lamented  by  their  friends  and  connections  for  many  years  after- 
wards ;  and  the  event  was  long  commemorated  by  the  succeeding 

generations.* 

The 


*  This  memorable  event  is  Tecorded  in  the  Coondl  Raster  in  the  ibllowxng  terms  :-^<<  It  is  to 
be  remembered*  but  never  'without  regret,  the  great  and  heavy  prgudioe  a|id  loss  which  this  bo» 
rough  did  sustain  by  the  cruel  and  bloody  fight  and  oonfli|^  which  was  fought^  twixt  the  Grab* 
stone  and  the  Justice  Mihis,  upon  the  15th  of  September  instant,  twixt  11  before  noon  and  1  aStetm 
noon,  occasioned  by  the  approaching  of  James,  Marquis  of  Montrose,  with  three  regiments  of 
Irish,  and  of  Athol  men,  Stiathem  men,  and  some  others,  their  adherents.    The  said  Jame% 

Marquis  oi  M^ntiose,  having  required  the  town  to  be  delivered  up  to  him,  and  having  sent  a  com« 
missioner,  with  a  drum,  for  that  effect;  the  magistrates  and  council,  having  consulted  and  advised 
with  Robert  Burleigh;  James,  Viscovrnt  ^ Fraidrai^t ;  Andrew,  Lord  Fraser ;  diverse  barons  of 
this  shire;  and  with  the  eommander  of  the  Fife  regiment,  which  was  then  in  arms ;  with  the  wha^ 
bitants  of  this  town,  and  with  the  foresaid  noblemen;  and  diversa  jraady  to  oppoae  and  reaist  |b^ 
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The  Marquis  of  Montrose)  however,  did  not  find  ultimately  any  A.D.  I644. 
important  advantage  resulting  from  this  decisive  victory.  On  the 
subsequent  day  the  main  body  of  his  army  marched  to  Kintore ;  and 
the  remainder  of  his  troops,  consisting  of  the  Irish  auxiliaries,  took 
their  departure  on  the  16th,  their  route  being  towards  the  north. 
Ko  sooner  had  this  army  evacuated  the  town,  than  it  was  occupied 
by  an  army,  under  the  Marquis  of  Argyle,  who  had,  by  this  time, 
been  in  pursuit  of  Montrose.  Lord  Burleigh,  and  the  shattered  re- 
mains of  his  army,  joined  Argyle,  and  their  united  force  consisted  of 
About  6000  horse  and  fbot.  They  lived,  as  usual,  at  free  quarters,  and 
despoiled  the  town  and  country  in  the  neighbourhood,  of  every 
thing  that  was  valuable.  Argyle,  soon  afterwards,  marched  in  pur- 
suit of  Montrose,  but  he  does  not  appear  to  have  made  any  extraor*- 
dinary  exertions  to  overtake  him.  After  a  variety  of  movements  by 
these  armies  during  the  remainder  of  the  campaign,  unnecessary  to 
be  detailed,  they  at  length  met,  in  the  beginning  of  February  of  the  1645* 
subsequent  year,  near  Inverlochy,  on  the  west  coast,  where  Argyle 
was  defeated.  Many  of  his  troops  now  joined  Montrose,  who  re- 
turned to  the  neighbourhood  of  Aberdeen,  and  encamped  his  army 
in  the  fields,  about  the  beginning  of  March,  overawing  the  town,  ha- 
rassing the  citizens  for  supplies,*  and  pillaging  and  wasting  the 
country  in  the  course  of  his  desultory  excursions.  He  afterwards 
took  and  plundered  Dundee,  but  was  at  length  vanquished  by  Ge- 
neral 


eniemy  in  coming ;  did  refuse  to  render  the  town^  and  dismissed  the  commissioner  and  drum,  with 
answer  to  the  said  demand:  but,  as  ihej  were  passing  hf  tihe  Fife  regiment,  the  drummer  was  un« 
happily  killed  by  some  one  or  other  of  the  horsemen  of  our  partiesj  as  was  thought  Whereupon 
the  fight  presently  began ;  and,  after  two  hours  hot  service^  or  thereby,  the  said  Fife  raiment,  with 
our  luull  townsmen,  sikI  others  of  the  shire,  bemg  there  for  the  present  overpowered  by  the  num-< 
bee  of  the  enemies,  were  forced  to  take  the  retreat,  whereby  many  of  the  Fife  regiment  were  kik 
led;  and  of  our  townsmen  were  slun^  that  day,  Mr.  Ma^ew  Lumsdeni  bailliej  Thomas  Buck^ 
master  of  kirk  work;  Robert  Leslie,  master  of  hospital;  Mr.  Alexander  and  Robert  Reid,  advo« 
eates;  Andrew  and  Thomas  Burnetts,  merchants;  with  many  more,  to  the  number  near  of  eight 
score :  for  the  enemy,  entering  the  town  iounediately,  did  kill  all  old  and  young  whom  they  foun4 
on  tlie  streets,  among  whom  were  two  of  our  town  officers,  called  Gilbert  Breck  and  Patrick  Kerr* 
They  broke  up  the  prison  house  door,  set  all  warders  and  prisoners  to  liberty,  entered  in  very  many 
houses,  and  plundered  them,  killing  such  men  as  they  found  yritbin/'^CimncU  RegUter,  vol. 

•  Council  Register,  vol.  liiL  p.  40, 1014. 
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A.D.  1645.  neral  Leslie,  who  surprised  his  army  at  Philiphaugh,  in  the  Forest, 
where  it  was  completely  routed  by  the  cavalry.  Montrose,  finding  the 
affairs  of  the  king  in  the  most  deplorable  state,  retired  abroad,  where 
he  remained  for  several  years.  After  the  death  of  the  unfortunate 
King  Charles,  he  returned  to  Scotland,  with  a  few  adherents  to  the 
royal  cause ;  made  an  attempt  to  assist  Charles  II.  but  was  baffled  in 
all  his  efforts  to  re-establish  monarchy;  and  betrayed  to  General 
Leslie,  by  a  friend,  to  whose  fidelity  he  had  entrusted  himself.  He 
was  carried  to  Edinburgh,  where  he  was  tried,  condemned,  and  suf«- 
.  fered  on  the  scaffold,  after  having  submitted  to  many  indignities. 
One  of  his  dismembered  limbs,  according  to  the  manner  of  the  times, 
was  conveyed  to  Aberdeen,  and  exposed  on  a  pinnacle  over  the 
Justice  port 

Meanwhile  the  citizens  continued  to  endure  many  hardships  and 
multiplied  distresses,  from  the  several  armies  of  the  covenanters, 
who  lived  upon  them  at  free  quarters,*  and  to  submit  to  their  im- 
positions till  they  were  almost  impoverished.  It  was  in  vain  to  re- 
present their  situation  to  the  conductors  of  these  armies ;  for,  from 
them,  they  had  no  redress  to  expect,  far  less  any  regular  government 
to  look  up  to  for  protection. 

1646.  In  the  month  of  April,  this  year,  Major-General  Middleton  ar- 
rived in  the  town,  to  take  the  command  of  the  army  of  the  covenan- 
ters, where  he  remained  till  the  month  of  May.  He  marched  north- 
ward, and  left  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hew  Montgomery!  with  four 

troops 


*  In  the  end  of  the  year  1645,  the  Earl  of  Lothian's  regiment  marched  into  the  town,  and  was 
lodged  at  free  quarters.  Five  hundred  recruits  joined  it;  and  an  allowance  of  128.  weekly  was 
ordered  to  be  advanced  by  the  town  to  each  man.  In  1646,  January  8d,  Viscount  Kenmure  and 
Colonel  Steuart's  regiments,  of  800  foot,  arrived ;  on  the  23d,  six  troops  of  horse  and  one  of  dnu 
goons,  under  Colonel  Robert  Montgomery,  consisting  of  480  horsemen;  next  day,  l60  dragoons; 
on  the  4th  February,  twelve  dragoons,  with  ammunition,  from  the  south;  on  the  20th  February, 
the  regiment  of  artillery  arrived  in  the  town,  where  it  remained,  at  free  quarters,  till  26th  April: 
on  27th  April,  1646,  four  troops  of  horse,  200  strong,  arrived,  under  the  command  cf  Colonel  Hew 
Montgomery ;  on  the  ISth  June,  six  troops,  200  strong,  under  Colonel  Blair.'^Cauncil  Register, 
voL  liii.  p.  1271>]] 

t  Colonel  Montgomery,  afterwards  Earl  of  Eglintoun.  He  was  amoiig  the  number  of  those  peers 
who  joined  against  the  king,  on  the  commencement  of  the  civil  war,  in  the  year  16$8.    He  bad 
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troops  of  horse,  consisting  of  240  in  number,  and  two  regiments  of  a.d.  164*. 
foot,  of  700  men,  to  defend  the  town.  In  the  absence  of  Middleton, 
the  Marquis  of  Huntly,  and  his  son  James,  now  Earl  of  Aboyne,  had 
collected  an  army  at  Inverury,  composed  of  1500  foot,  and  500 
horse,  with  which  they  formed  a  design  of  surprising  Montgomery. 
On  their  approach,  they  drew  up  their  army  on  the  north-west  side 
of  the  town,  and  prepared  to  take  it  by  assault.  The  garrison  bravely 
defended  for  sometime,  and  repulsed  two  several  attacks ;  but  some 
houses  having  taken  fire,  and  the  Marquis's  troops  being  led  on  by 
Aboyne,  and  pressing  with  vigour,  Montgomery  was  defeated  and  put 
to  flight,  with  great  loss.*  In  this  action,  Colonel  William  Forbes,  and 
several  barons  of  the  county,  who  were  in  Montgomery's  army,  were 
killed,  and  about  850  taken  prisoners.  The  town  fell  an  easy  conquest 
to  the  Marquis,  who  gave  it  up  to  the  ravages  of  his  army.  The  houses 
and  shops  were,  of  course,  plundered  by  the  victors  of  every  thing 
valuable.  This  was  the  last  battle  fought  at  Aberdeen  during 
the  civil  wars ;  and  although  it  was  a  gallant  enterprise  on  the  part  of 
.Huntly,  yet  was  of  very  little  service  in  the  cause  of  his  sovereign. 
He  himself  was  soon  after  seized  by  the  covenanters,  carried  to 
Edinburgh,  and  fell  a  victim,  along  with  many  others,  to  the  seve- 
rity of  the  covenanters,  for  his  steady  adherence  to  the  king. 

Charles,  finding  that  his  affairs  were  now  become  hopeless,  sur- 
rendered himself  to  the  Scottish  army,  and  was  detained  as  a  pri-- 
soner.  Not  long  afterwards,  he  was  delivered  up  to  the  English 
commissioners,  in  consequence  of  a  transaction  regarding  certain  ar- 
rears due  to  the  army  by  the  parliament  of  England,  and  which 

a  g  were 


the  commancl  of  a  regiment  sent  to  Ireland  in  the  year  1642^  towards  suppressing  the  rebellion  of 
the  native  Irish;  and  was  personally  engaged  in  the  batde  of  Long  Marstonmuir^  in  1645,  in  the 
service  of  the  parliament  of  England,  where  he  behaved  with  great  courage;  and,  in  1660,  concur* 
red  in  the  restoration  of  King  Charles  IL-^CrawfartTs  Peerage,  p.  ISO.] 

*  A  gentleman  of  the  autfaor^s  acquaintance,  in  digging  the  foundation  of  a  building  in  his  gar« 
dea,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Schoolhill,  about  thir^  years  ago,  found  a  great  quantity  of  human 
bones,  among  which  were  fourteen  or  sixteen  sculls.  On  some  of  these  were  observed  long  yellow 
hair,  neatly  plaited,  and  bound  with  a  woollen  fillet,  in  the  form  of  a  queue.  As  this  was  near  the 
place  ofiiuntly's  attack,  it  ia  more  than  probable  that  these  were  the  remains  of  some  of  those  who 
had  fallen  in  the  batfle. 
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4,1).  i64«.  were  conipromifled  at  L,400,000 ;  to  be  paid  to  the  Scottish  parlia- 
mentary leaders.  The  character  of  Charles,  his  sufFerings,  and  tra- 
gical death,  being  events  well  known  in  history,  it  is  unnecessary  to 
relate  them. 

1650.  The  indignation  of  the  Scots  at  the  execution  of  their  sovereign^ 
and  the  ignominious  treatment  which  their  commissioners  had  ex- 
perienced from  the  English,  incited  them  to  acknowledge  his  son 
Charles,  who,  at  this  time,  was  residing  on  the  continent,  whither 
he  had  repaired  some  years  prior  to  this  event.  The  Scottish  par- 
liament passed  an  ordinance,  expressing  their  disapprobation  of  the 
violent  measures  which  had  been  pursued  against  his  father,  and 
proclaiming  Charles  II.  king  of  Great  Britain.  At  the  same  time^ 
however,  it  was  declared,  that,  before  being  admitted  to  the  exercise 
of  the  royal  authority,  he  should  be  obliged  to  subscribe  the  cove- 
nant, and  be  subjected  to  certain  other  conditions^  to  which  he  ulti- 
mately acceded.  Commissioners  from  Scotland  were  accordingly  dis- 
patched to  conduct  him  to  Britain^  one  of  whom  was  Alexander  Jaf- 
fray,*  late  provost  of  Aberdeen,  Charles  embarked  in  a  Dutch  fleet, 
and  landed  at  Spey mouth,  attended  by  a  female  friend^f  and  by  a  few 
nobility  and  other  loyalists,  who  had  shared  with  him  in  his  misfor- 
tunes, and  accompanied  him  abroad.  On  the  SSd  June,  a  letter :[: 
was  transmitted  from  the  commissioners  to  the  magistrates  of  Aber- 
deen, 


♦  Otnmdi  Raster,  vol.  liii.  p.  268, 

t  Tbe  lady  who  accMnpanied  King  Charles  was  Miss  Lucy  Barlow,  alias  Walters,  of  Pembroke- 
^me ;  the  mother  of  James,  Duke  of  Bucdeu^jh  and  Monmouth,  'the  eldest  and  fiivourite  natural 
son  of  Charles.  He  w'as  bom  at  Rotterdam,  9th  April,  l64^,  and  suffered  on  the  scaffold  15th 
July,  1685,  on  the  pretence  of  rebellion  against  his  uncle,  James  VlL^^^Cramfar^s  Queers  €f 
State,  p.  340.  353.^HarIeian  MiteMa^  ^)9Lw.  p.  K5.3 

X  *'  Warskipflfel  ttd  gMJI  fWewds— .We  fmre  drectai  ihest  to  let  you  know,  that  ibe  king  is 
safely  arrii^,  «nd  inteiida,  if  Oad  ftmktA,  to  be  at  Aberdeen  on  Thursday,  at  night ;  nereTore 
ye  will  take  such  care  to  pnmde  sudi  lodgings  for  him  And  forthe  commssioners,  and  for  die  train, 
as  may  be  best  had  on  so  short  advertisement  And  we  beseech  yai;^  let  JiotiriB^  be  vaaiitisg  in^iich 
may  testify  your  affection  to  the  native  king,  who  has  fully  assuned  all  di£  4ie8ii«i  4^  Jbaa  yecyte 
No  fiuther,  but  we  are  your  very  assured  fiaends. 

<'  CassiUiB.''  ^'  J.  l^ndrnT  ^  J.  SmMk." 

€(  LetUaae.'*  ^  Geoi^e  VffxmmJ^      ^  AL  JdSxfr 

'<  Speymouth,  23d  June,  1650." 

Council  Begiiter,  vol.  liii.  p.  ^68. 
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deen,  signifying  the  king's  intention  of  rejxiiring  to  the  town^  and  re-  A.D.  1650. 
questing  them  to  provide  lodgings  for  him  and  his  attendants.  On 
his  arrival,  he  was  received,  with  every  mark  of  distinction,  by  Ro- 
bert Farquhar  of  Mounie,  the  provost,  who  delivered  to  him  the  sil- 
ver keys  of  the  town,  and  by  the  citizens,  with  every  demonstration 
of  welcome  and  respect.  Among  the  first  objects  that  presented 
themselves  to  his  view  was  the  quarter  of  his  faithful  servant  Mon- 
trose, which  was  stiU  allowed  to  hang  over  the  Justice  port,*  in 
the  vicinity  of  his  lodgings.  Charles  and  his  attendants,  during  their 
stay  in  the  town,  were  hospitably  entertained,  at  the  expense  of  the 
community  ;f  and  nothing  was  neglected  by  the  magistrates  that 
could  contribute  to  his  comfort,  or  show  their  attention  to  his  Ma- 
jesty. On  this  occasion,  he  conferred  the  honour  of  knighthood 
upon  the  provost,  and  also  upon  Patrick  Leslie  o£  Eden,  who  had 
some  years  previously  filled  the  ofiice.  After  remaining  in  the  town 
for  upwards  of  a  week,  the  king  proceeded  to  Edinburgh,  in  order 
to  enter  upon  his  administration.  His  subsequent  coronation  at 
Scone,  defeat  at  Worcester  by  Oliver  Cromwell,  and  retiring  abroad 
for  some  years,  have  been  frequently  detailed,  and  are  sufficiently 
known. 

After  the  battle  of  Worcester,  Cromwell  pursued  his  advantages,  lesi. 
and  speedily  entered  Scotland,  with  the  English  army.    He  took 
possession  of  Edinburgh  and  Leith,  without  resistance ;  and  soon 

G  g  S  accomplished 


*  It  would  uetm  to  have  been  remmred  ffaaan  tlie  {Niinacle  at  the  tone  Charles  was  in  the  town, 
and  buried  in  the  church-yard.  After  the  restoration,  it  was  taken  up,  by  order  of  the  magistrates, 
and  put  into  a  cofBn,  covered  with  crimson  velvet  After  lying  in  state,  for  some  time,  in  the 
town-house,  it  was  delivered  to  Henry  Graham,  son  to  the  laird  of  Mmphie,  for  interment  in  the 
burial  place  of  the  fiunily. — \VouncU  Beguier,  vol  liv.  p.  248.^ 

t  The  expense  incuxred  on  this  occasion  was  as  follows  >— 

To  iMkcr,  bff«wer,  and  bmtdier ;  and  for  wine,  spiceries,  and  eoels,  to  the  king^s 

lodgings      .  ••  •  ■  ■ 

...  incidaital  chaiges  •  •  •  « 

...  gold  and  silver  ribioids^  and  other  aitides,  totheJtfaMfen,  &c. 

£.1111  16    8 
Treasury  and  GuUdry  Accounts,  for  l650. 


£.    s. 
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A.D.  1651.  accomplished  the  reduction  of  the  whole  kingdom,  which  submitted  to 
his  arms,  without  loss,  and  almost  without  opposition.  The  army 
imder  the  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Monk,  after  the  surren- 
der of  Stirling  Castle,  took  Dundee  by  assault,  and  massacred  the  in^ 
habitants.  In  the  course  of  its  progress  northward,  Aberdeen  sur- 
rendered to  it  at  discretion,  on  Sunday  the  7th  of  September,  when 
the  English  took  possession  of  the  town.  On  Wednesday  morning, 
however,  part  of  the  army  retreated  southward,  leaving  behind  a 
strong  garrison.  Although  the  English  leaders  treated  the  citizens 
with  civility,  yet  they  immediately  imposed  upon  them  a  contribu- 
tion of  L.  12,000 ;  and  they  conceived  that  they  were  justified  in  so 
doing,  by  reason  that  the  town  had  fitted  out  a  quota  of  men  for  the 
Scottish  army,  after  it  was  known  that  the  English  had  dissipated  the 
committee  of  estates  at  Elliot,  made  General  Leslie  prisoner,  and 
taken  Dundee.  A  representation,  however,  being  made  to  General 
Monk,*  by  a  deputation  of  the  citizens,  of  the  various  hardships 
which  they  had  suffered  during  the  civil  wars,  and  of  their  distresses, 
occasioned  by  the  pestilence,  which  bad  lately  infested  the  town,  he 
was  pleased  to  suspend  the  exaction  of  the  money.  The  English 
troops  remained  at  Aberdeen  for  several  years  ;f  were,  for  some 
time,  under  the  command  of  Major-General  Deane,  afterwards  of 
Colonel  Fairfax ;  and  appear  to  have  lived  on  good  terms  with  the 
inhabitants,  whom  they  treated  with  becoming  propriety;  occa- 
sionally exercising  many  acts  of  benevolence  towards  them.  Dur- 
ing their  occupation  of  the  town,  considerable  fortifications  were 
constructed  upon  the  Castlehill,  with  materials  which  were  trans- 
ported from  the  ruinous  fabric  of  the  bishop's  palace  in  Old  Aber- 
deen j 


*  General  Monk  transmitted  an  order  to  the  magistrates^  dated  Dundee^  7tb  October^  1651, 
mentioning  that  he  had  been  informed,  ''  that  sundry  persons  in  the  nation  had  of  late  ensnared 
men's  consciences^  by  enforcing  on  them  oaths  and  eovenants ;  and  notifying^  that  whatever  person 
shall  tender  any  oath  or  covenant  to  any  one^  or  whoever  shall  take  or  enter  into  such,  without  or« 
ders  from  the  commonwealth  of  England^  bodi  the  tenders  and  takers  shall  be  holden  as  enemies  to 
it,  and  deak  with  accordingly/'^-^Cotuict/  Register^  vol.  liiL  p.  SSS.J 

t  In  May^  1652,  Colonel  Richard 'Ashfield  was  appointed  High  Sheriff  of  the  county,  by  the 
conunissioners  of  the  parliament  of  the  commonwealth^«-[7iecor(fo  of  the  Sheriff  CaurtJJ 
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deen ;  part  of  which  works  still  remains,  as  an  enclosure  for  the  pre-  A.D.  i65i. 
sent  barracks.* 

Meanwhile,  the  parliament  of  England  had  appointed  Oliver  St.  i65«. 
John,  Eichard  Deane,  and  four  others,  as  commissioners,  for  settling 
the  civil  affairs  of  the  kingdom,  with  instructions  regarding  Crom- 
well's scheme  of  incorporating  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  into 
one  commonwealth.  These  commissioners  having  assembled  at  Dal^ 
keith,  the  magistrates  and  council  of  Aberdeen  delegated  George  Cul- 
len  and  Thomas  Mortimer,  two  of  the  citizens,  as  representatives  of 
the  borough,  to  attend  them ;  and  to  state  the  heavy  losses  which  had 
been  suffered  by  the  town  and  community  during  the  late  civil  war, 
the  great  load  of  public  debtf  which  had  been  incurred,  and  the 
heavy  burden  of  the  military  quartered  upon  the  citizens.  They 
met  with  a  very  favourable  reception  from  these  commissioners,  and 
acceded  to  the  scheme  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  for  an  union  of  Scotland 
and  England  into  one  commonwealth ;  ^o  that  the  same  government 
which  had  been  established,  without  a  king,  or  house  of  lords,  might 
be  extended  to  the  people  of  Scotland.  They  also  engaged  for  the 
citizens  conducting  themselves  peaceably,  and  yielding  due  obe- 
dience to  the  authority  of  the  parliament,  and  commonwealth  of 
England.    The  English  commissioners  granted  a  protection  |  to  the 

-  town, 


*  In  1659,  when  the  English  anny  left  the  town^  Colonel  Fairfax^  the  commanding  officer^  aig* 
nified  to  the  magistrates^  that  he  had  been  ordered  by  General  Monk  to  demolish  the  works  of  for- 
tification buih  upon  the  Castlehill,  at  an  expenoe  of  L.800 ;  but,  out  of  respect  to  the  town^  he 
was  inclmed  to  sell  them  for  L.50,  which  offer  was  rejected.  These  works  appear  to  have  been  left 
entire  by  the  English ;  for  they  are  so  laid  down  on  the  miq[>  of  the  town^  constructed  by  Mr.  James 
Gordon,  minister  of  Rodiieniay^  in  the  year  I66I. 

t  The  public  debt  of  the  town  at  this  time  amounted  to  927>120  merksi  Scottish  money ;  which 
is  equal  to  L.51,506  sterling.— [Coviid/  Reg^ter,  oof.  liii  p.  380.] 

}  ''  By  pe  Comission^^  of  ye  Farliamt  of  the  Comon  Wealth  of  England^  for  ovdering  and  m»< 
nagingaffidrs  in  Scotland. 

«'  Whereas  the  burroughs  of  Edinburgh,  Dundee,  Aberdeen,  and  Montross,  Brechin,  Forfar, 
Aberbrolhock,  — .-— i^  Perth,  and  Bamf,  have,  by  theire  deputies,  declared  theire  acceptance  of 
the  tender  of  the  Parlian^  of  the  Comon  Wealth  of  England  to  bee  one  Comon  Wealth  w^  England^ 
and  have  alsoe  engaged  themselves  to  ane  peaceable  ord^  and  yield  obedience  unto  the  authority  of 
die  Parliam^  of  the  Comon  Wealth  of  England,  exercised  in  Scotland;  Wee  doe  declare,  that  the 
above  said  boroughs  are  taken  into  the  spedall  inrotection  of  the  Parliam^  of  the  Comon  Wealth  of 
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A.D.  165*.  town,  and  a  charter,  restoring  the  civil  govertfmeirt  to  its  lawful 
administrators.  Under  the  authority  of  these  deeds^  the  burgesses 
of  guild  assembled  upon  the  17th  March,  and,  by  a  majority  of  votes, 
elected  the  ordinary  number  of  magistrates  and  counsellors,  who  were 
to  continue  in  office  until  the  usual  day  of  the  annual  election,  in 
September  ensuing.*  The  town  was  now  put  under  proper  civil 
authority,  and  tranquillity  established,  afler  anarchy  and  disorder  had 
prevailed  for  nearly  twenty  years. 

i66a  In  this  year,  King  Charles  was  restored  to  the  throne  of  his  an- 
cestors, without  l>looddhed  or  opposition.  Intelligence  of  this  event 
being  brought  to  Aberdecfn,  the  citisens,  who  had  been  so  long 
depressed  by  those  factions  which  had  torn  the  nation,  manifested 
tbdr  joy  at  the  happy  event  A  thanksgiving  sermon  was  preadbed 
on  Simdi^ ;  after  wUch,  the  mi^strates  accompanied  the  dtizeos 
in  a  military  processian  through  the  streets,  expressii^  their  exulta« 
tions  in  psalmody.  The  remainder  of  the  day  was  devoted  to  drinking 
wine  at  the  cross,  as  had  been  cuirtomary.  An  address,  a)ngratulating 
his  Majesty  on  his  restoration,  was  prepared  by  the  magistrates,  and 
presented  to  }iim  by  Mr.  Irvine  of  Dram,  who  was  deputed  for  that 
purpose.    In  the  beginning  of  the  subsequent  year,  Oilbert  Gray,  the 

provost. 


England;  and  doe,  therefore,  atricdy  require  dl  officers  and  scmldiers  whatsoever,  as  all  other  per« 
sons  that  shall  have  occasion  to  travaile  in.  the  saids  bunroughs,  or  oonvevse  with  any  of  the  iah»« 
bitants  of  the  same,  that  they  offer  noe  violence  or  injury  unto  the  persons  or  goods  of  any  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  same^  nor  take  any  thing  from  them  upon  aay  pretence^  without  satisfitctiflii 
given  to  the  owners,  and  with  their  consent,  as  they  will  answere  the  contrary.  And  wee  doe  fiuw 
ther  declare.  That  the  saids  burroughs  and  the  inhabitants  thereof,  in  theire  comjdiance  and  deport* 
ment,  as  aforesaid,  shall  not  only  have  all  due  encouragem^  bom  those  in  auihoritie  under  the  Paiw 
liam^  in  Scotland,  but  receive,  firom  time  to  time,  such  testimony  of  respect  and  favour  toward  them, 
by  way  of  benefitt  to  the  inhabitants,  in  thefa'  liberties,  trade,  and  other  concermn^^  as  shdl  consist 
with  the  present  state  of  affaires  here,  atid  the  ParliBm^^  decteratioQ  in  that  behalA ;  and  as  may 
Wstifie  to  them  Ok  good  acbqstance  which  the  Parliatfif  hath  of  thenuadfeslatienof  tbeire  aSbedone, 
and  endeav(^^  for  promoting  the  said  union.  Given  und^  o^  hands,  at  Dalkekh,  the  mxra  daj  cf 
February,  l6^1*2. 

«  H.  VAitt.  «  Ou  St.  J^k. 

<'G.  FsNWiCK.  «  Ri:  Dbaitb. 


«'  Roann  TiCHBonira. 
"Si:  StsL-WSY.** 


'  COQtidl  ft^pMr,  ToL  Jail  pb  9U,  M6,  eC  seq. 
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prorost,  was  delegated  by  the  council  to  v^ir  to  Xondon,  with  anor  A.IX  iteo, 
ther  address,  to  the  same  purport;  as  well  as  to  negoctate  other 
affairs  of  the  town.  He  was  introduced  to  the  king,  to  whom  he 
presented  the  address,  and  was  graciously  received.  But  the  ad- 
vantages resulting  to  the  community  from  this  mission  were  by  no 
means  equivalent  to  the  great  «xpence  attending  it,  which  w<as  no  less 
than  L.500  sterling;  nor  had  the  provost  the  least  distinguishing 
mark  conferred  upon  him  by  his  spvereigp.* 

In  the  month  of  May,  this  year,  a  during  outrage  was  committed  i664. 
upon  the  property  of  the  town,  by  the  Earl  of  Mar,  and  his  confede- 
rates, whidi,  although  not  att^ided  with  aay  serious  conseqtienoes  to 
the  citizens,  manifested  the  v^xed  state  of  the  government  at  the 
period,  and  evinced,  on  the  part  of  this  ch|efitaip,  a  total  disr^ard 
and  violation  of  the  law.  The  proprietors  of  the  sqJmon  ^shii^  of 
the  Cruives,  upon  the  river  Don,  had  thp^ight  proper  to  make  cerr 
tain  pperaticHis  upon  the  Cruive  dyke,  w^fch  is  c^ri^d  across  the 
river,  about  two  miles  fropi  the  town.  T|je  Earl,  and  some  other 
proprietors  of  the  upper  part  of  Don,  took  the  alarni,  ^d,  conceiving 
that  the  works  which  had  been  constructed  were  attended  with  in- 
jury to  their  salmon  fishings,  fonaed  a  coixilMnation  to  redress  this 
supposed  grievance  at  their  own  hands,  according  to  the  cust<nii  cf 
feudal  times.  They  assemUed  .their  vassals  and  dependents  at  HalU 
forest,  aewr  Kintore,  to  the  number  of  S500,  horse  and  foot,  and  were 
advancing,  in  hostile  anay^,  in  order  to  dem<^^  the  Croive  dyke. 
On  intefiigenoe  of  this  bemg  brougM;  to  the  town,  the  provost  and  two 
other  citraens  were  sent,  as  a  deportation,  to  remonstrate  with  these 
bottle  barons  against  their  despotic  proceedings,  and  to  tender  to 
them  a  most  ample  indemnification.  But  this  was  not  their  object. 
They  disregMded  the  renonstrance,  proceeded  to  ^e  work  of  des- 
truction without  delay;  and,  by  the  strength  of  their  numbers, 
apeed^  accomplished  the  overthrow  of  the  Croive  dyke.  As  the 
citizens  ^Bd  not  think  it  prudent  to  oppose  them,  or,  peihaps,  were 
«ot  property  prepared  f(wr  thdr  reception,  they  were  allowed  to 
return  homeward,  without  molestation.  Of  this  outrage,  the  ma- 
gistrates 

*  Counca  fiagitfei^  viLJliv.  f.  ns.  SSS.  $4^. 
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A.D.  1664.  gistrates  and  the  proprietors  of  these  fishings  complained  to  the  dvil 
court;  but  whether  the  injury  which  had  been  done  was  ever  re- 
dressed,  we  have  not  been  informed,* 

1666.  About  this  time,  the  close  union  and  confederacy  which  had  so 
long  subsisted  between  Britain  and  Holland  was  interrupted  by  certain 
disputes  between  the  English  and  the  Dutch,  concerning  interferences 
in  commerce.  Hostilities  having  commenced,  and  an  invasion  being 
threatened,  Aberdeen  was  put  in  a  posture  of  defence ;  and,  in  order 
to  repel  the  enemy,  the  blockhouse  was  repaired,  and  mounted  with 
four  guns.  At  the  same  time,  six  pieces  of  cannon  were  purchased 
from  the  Earl  Marischal^  for  the  protection  of  the  town,  for  which 
the  treasurer  paid  his  Lordship  1800  merks.f 

1668.  The  national  militia  being  about  this  time  established,  a  company 
of  120  men  was  apportioned  to  the  town  by  the  commissioners  of 
the  county.  These  were  clothed  with  red  plaiding,  and  armed  with 
muskets  and  swords,  at  the  expence  of  the  guildry.  The  commis- 
sions to  the  officers  were  signed  by  the  magistrates,  and  the  daily 
pay  of  the  companj  was  assessed  upon  the  citizens.:}: 

1685.  On  the  demise  of  King  Charles,  his  brother,  James,  Duke  of  York 
and  Albany,  ascended  the  throne  of  Britain.  During  his  residence  in 
Scotland,  he  was  extremely  anxious  to  obtain  popularity,  and  was  not 
unsuccessful  When  he  first  arrived  in  Scotland,  in  1681,  the  ma- 
gistrates did  not  neglect  to  pay  him  adulation,  by  an  address,  which 
was  transmitted  to  him  by  a  deputation  of  their  number,  and  met  with 
a  gracious  reception.  §  His  ascension  to  the  throne  was  proclaimed 
with  the  usual  ceremonies,  and  the  citizens,  while  they  expressed 
their  grief  for  the  death  of  Charles,  did  not  neglect  to  testify  their 
joy  at  the  succession  of  their  new  sovereign.  The  Sunday  subse- 
quent to  the  news  of  this  event  being  brought  to  the  town,  was  ap- 
pointed for  humiliation  and  for.  public  mourning.  The  churches 
and  cross  were  hung  with  black,  and  the  bells  were  muffled,  and  tol- 
led during  the  interval  of  sermons.  On  Monday  there  were  un- 
bounded 


*  Council  Register,  toL  liv.  p.  521>  et  seq.  t  Aid  vol  liv.  p.  711. 

it  Council  Rq;i8ter^  yoL  Iv.  p.  196. 148.  l65. 191*  S  Ibid.  vol.  Ivi.  p.  651* 
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bounded  demonstrations  of  joy,  by  all  ranks  of  the  people,  at  the  ac-  A.D.  i68: 
cession  of  King  James.  The  day  was  ushered  in  by  bonfires  on  the 
streets,  and  ringing  the  bells ;  the  cross  was  decorated  with  tapestry, 
and  the  citizens  assembled  in  arms,  and  proceeded  to  the  church, 
where  they  beared  sermon,  after  which  they  accompanied  the  magis- 
trates  in  a  procession  through  the  streets,  manifesting  in  psalmody 
their  joy  on  the  happy  occasion.  The  proclamation  being  read  at  the 
cross,  the  hejalths'of  the  king  and  queen,  and  of  the  queen  dowager, 
were  drank  in  wine  by  Sir  George  Skene,  the  provost ;  on  which  all 
the  people  assembled  cried  **  God  save  the  King  James  VIL''  A  con- 
cert of  instrumental*  music  was  performed  on  the  cross,  and  the  day 
was  concluded  with  vollies  of  musketry,  f  Soon  after,  the  magistrates 
presented  a  loyal  address  to  his  Majesty,  which  was  graciously  re- 
ceived. His  birth-day  was  afterwards  celebrated  with  imusual  de- 
monstrations of  joy ;  the  citizens  were  entertained  with  a  concert  of 
music ;  an  abundance  of  wine  was  provided  by  the  magistrates,  and 
distributed  among  the  people,  according  to  the  usual  custom ;  and 
three  rounds  were  fired  from  the  great  guns  upon  the  blockhouse  and 
CastlehiU,  to  add  to  the  honour  of  the  occlusion. 

Although  civil  contentions  in  the  nations  had  terminated,  and 
tranquillity  and  good  order  been  so  far  restored,  yet  the  arbitrary 
measures  of  King  James  soon  became  manifest  and  intolerable  to  the 
people,  had  well  nigh  proved  fatal  to  their  civil  and  religious  liberties, 
and  gone  far  to  overthrow  the  constitution.  No  sooner  had  James 
ascended  the  throne,  than  he  openly  avowed  the  tenets  of  popery, 
and  favoured  those  who  adhered  to  them.  He  sent  his  agents  to  the 
Pope,  in  order  that  he  might  make  his  concessions  to  the  church  of 
'Rome ;  and  that  popery,  with  all  its  tyranny  and  superstition,  might 
be  revived,  as  the  established  religion  of  the  nation.  These,  joined 
with  his  other  arbitrary  and  ill-concerted  measures,  soon  alienated 
the  affections  of  the  people,  and  paved  the  way  for  that  necessary 
and  important  revolution  in  the  government  of  the  kingdom,  which, 

H  h  happily 


*  Acoording  to  tradition,  the  modem  fiivourite  air  of ««  God  save  the  Kwg"  was  fint  introduoed, 
in  tbe  course  of 'the  concert,  on  this  occasion* 

t  CoiincQ  Begiflter,  voL  IviL  p.  157* 
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A.D.  16S8.  happily  for  Britain,  was  fully  accomplished.  By  those  means  James 
having  forfeited  his  crown,  William,  Prince  of  Orange,  who  had  some 
years  previously  espoused  the  Princess  Mary,  his  eldest  daughter, 
was  invited  by  all  ranks  to  take  upon  him  the  government  of  the 
kingdoms,  and,  soon  after,  gratified  thek  most  ardent  wishes  by 
landing  at  Torbay,  with  an  army  of  Dutch.  His  cause  was  soon  em- 
braced by  the  nobility  and  gentry ;  and  the  army  of  England  did  not 
long  hesitate  to  join  his  standard.  James,  having  now  lost  the  C€»i- 
fidence  of  the  nation,  the  state  of  his  affairs  became  desperate.  He 
made  considerable  exertions,  for  some  time,  to  regain  his  crown;  but 
was  baffled  in  all  his  attempts  to  re-establish  himself  upon  the  throne^ 
and  ultimately  withdrew  to  France,  where  he  resided  during  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days. 

The  Prince  of  Orange  found  it  no  difficult  matter  to  accomplish 
the  great  work  which  he  had  begun.  The  representatives  of  the 
people  of  England  placed  him  in  the  administration  of  the  king- 
doms ;  the  convention  of  estates  of  Scotland  concurred  in  the  mea- 
sure; and  the  crown  was  settled  upon  him  and  his  consort,  now 
styled  King  William  and  Queen  Mary. 

The  greater  part  of  the  citizens  of  Aberdeen  had  no  objection  to 
this  change  of  government,  although  many  of  them,  who  supported 
ejHSCopacy,  still  continued  to  adhere  to  the  cause  of  King  James,  and 
to  approve  of  his  measiures.  On  the  news  being  brought  to  the 
town  of  the  revolution  being  establislied,  the  magistrates  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  citizens  did  not  neglect  to  manifest  their  joy. 
An  address,  congratulating  the  king  and  queen  on  their  accession  to 
the  throne,  being  prepared  by  the  magistrates.  Dr.  George  Garden, 
one  of  the  ministers,  was  deputed,  by  the  council,  to  repair  to  Lon- 
don, for  the  purpose  of  presenting  it  to  their  Mi^estieSr  which  he 
accordingly  did,  and  was  graciously  received  at  court.* 

For  s<Hne  time  after  the  revolution,  the  highlanders,  under  Major- 
General  Buchan,  who  favoured  the  views  of  King  James,  infested  the 

town 


♦  Council  Register,  vol.  Ivii.  p.  S02. — In  the  year  169S  Dr.  Garden  was  deprived  of  his  rninis^ 
terial  charge,  for  not  qualifying  to  the  king  and  queen. 
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town  and  neighbourhood  in  pretty  numerous  bodies.  They  wasted  a.d.  isbq. 
the  lands  and  plundered  the  property  of  all  those  who  supported  the 
new  govemmeut ;  and,  as  many  of  the  people  were  not  thoroughly 
reconciled  to  it,  a  strong  military  force  was  now  stationed  in  the 
town,  for  the  purpose  of  suppressing  the  insurgents,  and  overawing 
those  who  were  disaffected.  The  army  under  Major-General 
M^Eay,  after  the  battle  of  Eilliecrankie,  occupied  the  town,  and  re^- 
mained  in  it  for  some  considerable  time ;  and,  although  the  soldiers 
did  not  live  at  free  quarters,  yet  they  were  supplied  with  provisions 
and  necessaries  by  the  inhabitants,  for  whidi  little  was  received  in  re- 
turn ;  while  considerable  damage  was  occasioned  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, both  by  horse  and  foot  of  the  army,  for  which  no  reparation 
was  ever  made.  * 

On  the  demise  of  King  William,  who  survived  his  consort  a  few  1702. 
years,  the  crown  devolved,  by  the  act  of  settlement,  upon  Queen  ^"^  ^* 
Anne,  the  only  surviving  daughter  of  King  James,  her  accession  to 
the  throne  having  been  proclaimed  at  Aberdeen,  upon  the  2Sd 
March.     In  the  early  part  of  her  reign,  the  treaty  of  union  betwixt 
England  and  Scotland,  which  had  often  been  attempted,  was  again 
proposed  by  the  parliaments  of  both  kingdoms,  and,  after  many  ob* 
stacles  and  difficulties  had  been  surmounted,  was  at  length  brought 
to  a  happy  issue.    By  these  means  the  people  of  Scotland  were  at  once     • 
put  in  possession  of  rights  and  privileges  more  valuable  to  them  than 
those  which  their  ancestors  had  formerly  enjoyed. 

By  one  of  the  articles  of  this  treaty,  it  was  settled,  that  Aberdeen  1707. 
should,  jointly  with  the  boroughs  of  Arbroath,  Montrose,  Brechin,  and 
Bervie,  be  entitled  to  send  one  representative  to  the  parliament  of  the 
imited  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain.  Aberdeen  being  declared  to  be  the 
first  presiding  borough,  the  election  took  place  there  in  the  month  of 
October,  1708 ;  and  John  Gordon,  who  had  filled  the  office  of  provost 
of  Aberdeen  for  the  two  preceding  years,  was  unanimously  elected 
member  of  parliament  for  that  district  of  boroughs.  This  honourable 
appointment,  however,  does  not  appear  to  have  been,  at  that  period, 

H  h  2  of 
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A.D.  1707.  of  SO  much  consideration  as  in  modem  times ;  for  it  was  conferred 
upon  him  without  solicitation,  and  without  his  incurring  any  ex* 
pence :  and,  after  his  election,  he  was  presented  with  L,60  sterling 
hy  the  treasurer,  for  the  expense  of  his  journey  to  London.  He  re* 
paired  to  Parliament  with  his  charger^  equipped,  according  to  the 
manner  of  the  time,  with  a  velvet  mantle,  and  other  splendid  fur- 
niture. He  attended  his  duty  in  parliament  for  two  years,  and  was 
allowed,  by  the  town  council,  no  less  than  L.425  7s.  ^d.  sterling,  in* 
eluding  the  L.50  which  had  been  previously  advanced^  for  defraying 
his  personal  expenses  in  two  several  parliaments.* 


*  Council  Register^  voL  IviiL  p.  127. 157*  208* 
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AUSCELLANEOVS  OCCVBBENCES  IN  ABEHDEEN, 

Frou  the  Year  1633  to  1704. 


1633  A  severe  stonn  of  wind  and  snow,  on  the  7th  Februaiy^  demolished  ihe  imperial  crown  of 

King^s  College^  and  injured  many  houses  in  the  town 

1634  Famine  prevailed  in  Caithness  and  Orkney^  and  supplies  given  by  the  town  to  the  inbabi*^ 

tants  of  these  places 

1635  The  citizens  prosecuted,  at  the  instance  of  the  Earl  of  Kinnoul,  for  concealed  money 

1637  A  transport^  having  on  board  ninety-two  soldiers,  was  driven  out  of  the  harbour  by  an  over« 
flowing  of  the  river  Dee,  and  wrecked,  the  whole  persons  cm  board  having  perished 

1640  The  General  Assembly  met  at  Aberdeen,  and  a  guard  of  the  citizens  was  appointed  to  aU 
tend  it 

1644  Alexander  Irvine  of  EUngcausie  was  barbarously  slain  by  William  Forbes,  natural  son  to 

John  Forbes  of  Leslie,  near  the  town;  for  which  the  assassin  received  SOOO  merks  fiK>m 
the  Committee  of  Estates 

1645  The  pestilence  broke  out  at  Peterhead 

1647    — —  Ritchie  de  Kincardine  crematus  fuit  ob  venerem  nefimdam  cum  s^ua 

—  The  pesdlenoe  raged  in  the  town,  and  carried  off  l600  of  the  inbabitanto 
'  The  town  seijeants  ordered  to  be  clothed  in  red  coats 

1649  Gold  and  silver  work,  made  within  the  town,  ordered,  by  the  magistrates  and  councfl,  to  be 
assayed  by  William  Anderson,  goldsmith,  and  stamped  with  the  town's  mark 

1654  Order  from  his  Highness  the  Lord  Protector,  for  the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms,  proclaimed 
at  Aberdeen 

1657  A  great  fire  in  the  town  extinguished  by  the  English  soldiers,  for  which  they  received 

twenty  rix-doUars  from  the  magistrates 

1658  Richard  CromweH  proclaimed,  at  Aberdeen,  Protector,  on  the  death  of  his  fiither,  Oliver 

Cromwell 

1659  A  watch  of  forty  men  appointed,  for  the  protection  of  the  town  in  the  night  time 

1660  The  prison  broken  by  James,  Viscount  Frendraught,  who  was  confined  in  it  for  debt 

—  Dr.  James  Leslie  was  appointed  physician  to  the  poor  of  the  town,  with  an  annual  salary  of 

L-60 

1661  A  plan  of  the  town  made  by  Mr.  James  Gordon,  minister  of  Rothiemay,  for  which  he  re- 

ceived a  silver  cup,  weighing  20  ounces,  and  a  silk  gown  to  his  wife.    The  plan  ordered 
to  be  sent  to  Holland,  to  be  engraved 

1664  The.  pestilence  raging  in  Holland,  measures  were  adopted  by  the  magistrates  to  prevent  in- 

fection of  the  inhabitants 

1665  An  English  frigate  put  into  the  harbour,  to  be  repaired 

1666  Wainscott  or  oaken  coffins  prohibited  to  be  used  at  interments,  either  in  the  church  or 

church-yard 

1667  Dr.  Jdm  Menzies,  Professor  of  Divinity  in  Marischal  College,  held  a  public  disputation  with 

Mr.  Dempster,  alias  Lagane,  a  Jesuit.    The  whole  ordered  to  be  printed,  at  the  expense 
ofthe  Dean  of  Guild 
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1669  An  accidental  fire  broke  out,  in  the  head  of  the  Shiprow,  in  the  night  of  the         October, 

by  which  seTeral  houses  were  burnt  to  the  ground^  and  the  inhabitants  suffered  consider- 
able  loss 

1670  Funerals  in  the  town  ordered  to  take  place  betwixt  sun-rising  and  sun-setting,  to  prevent 

accidents*  Two  persons  dangerously  wounded  at  a  funeral,  betwixt  10  and  11  o'clock 
at  night 

1672  Thomas  Mercer,  late  Dean  of  Guild,  fined  in  L.500  Scots,  for  defaming  ihe  town's  minis- 
ters,  and  imprisoned  untO  he  made  a  palinode 

1674    William  Ogilvie  permitted  to  set  up  a  cooking  shop  in  the  town 

■— «*  Alex.  Bruce,  baker  in  Edinburgh,  allowed  to  supply  the  inhabitants  with  bread,  and  ad- 
mitted burgess,  on  account  of  the  bakers  of  the  town  being  deficient  in  baking  good  bread 

1681  Two  Students  of  Divinity,  fitnn  Poland,  supported  at  the  expence  of  the  town  during  their 
studies,  for  promoting  the  Protestant  religion 

1687  The  funeral  of  the  Laird  of  Drum,  in  Drum's  Aisle,  attended  by  the  magistrates  and  the  cu 
tixens,  under  arms 

1689  The  Pope  tried,  condemned,  and  burnt  in  eflSgy,  at  the  cross  of  Abcardeen,  11th  Januaijr, 
by  the  Students  of  the  Marischal  College,  in  number  99 

1698  Three  of  the  town's  sergeants  dqprived  of  their  offices,  imprisoned,  put  in  the  stocks,  and 
fed  on  bread  and  water,  for  some  time,  and  afterwards  banished  firom  the  town,  with 
their  wives  and  fionilies,  for  ever,  for  allowing  James  Gordon,  brother  of  AiradmU,  to 
escape  fifom  prison,  he  being  committed  for  the  murder  of  George  Leith  of  Overhall 

— i>*  A  nunnery  of  six  young  women,  four  priests^  and  a  Popish  school,  kept  by  two  women, 
for  young  cfaildhren,  established  at  Aberdeen 

170s    The  public  bells  of  the  town  ordered  to  be  rung  at  eigh^  in  place  of 'nine  o'clock  at  n^ht 
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CHAPTER  V. 


giCTION  II. 


Political  affairs  of  the  borough-^Public  debt  contracted  during  the  dvil 
fff^trSf  ^.-^Opposition  by  the  Burgesses  to  Assessments— ^Ecclesi(ss^ 
tieal  authority— '^Quakers— ^Character  and  habits  of  the  people^  %c. 
—Trade^  and  progress  of  Manufactures^  ^c.—Post  Office— ^Pro^ 
gress  of  Printing— George  Jamieson^  painter^  ^c— ^Pestilence  and 
famine^— Various  domestic  matters— ^Table  of  Mortmains  for  bene^ 
volent  purposes— ^f  Assessments^  %t.—^f  Births^'-^^ind  of  Prices  of 
ProvisionSf  4^, 

From  A.D.  l6S$  to  A.D.  1707- 

In  reriewing  the  public  transactions  during  the  former  part  of 
this  aera,  nothing  has  been  discovered  but  the  violence  of  party  spi« 
ritf  and  the  fury  of  civil  contentioui  excited  by  religious  bigotry ;  a 
continual  struggle  maintained  between  the  crown  and  the  people ; 
and  a  total  disregard  to  civil  government.  From  these  topics  we 
shall  turn,  in  order  to  give  some  account  of  those  domestic  matters 
which  occurred;  to  examine  the  progress  of  trade  and  manufac- 
tures, and  useful  arts ;  and  to  offer  some  sketches  of  the  manners  and 
habits  of  the  people. 

The  constitution  of  Aberdeen  having  been  completely  established 
in  the  end  of  the  sixteenth  century^  its  political  affairs  continued  to 
be  conducted  for  several  years,  undisturbed  by  any  dissensions 
among  the  leading  men  of  the  council,  or  by  any  struggles  between 
them  and  the  burgesses. 

In  the  year  1623,  an  act  of  council  was  passed,  ordering  the 
members  to  be  dressed  in  gowns  when  they  attended  public 
meetingSi  and  when  they  repaired  to  the  church  on  Sundays  and 

preaching 
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preaching  days,  as  was  the  practice  in  other  royal  boroughs.  In  pu- 
ritanical times,  it  was  ordained,  that  the  council  should  commence 
and  close  its  proceedings  with  prayer ;  and  the  provost,  or  the  chief 
magistrate  present,  was  ordered  to  officiate  in  that  religious  ob- 
servance. * 

In  the  year  16S4,  there  commenced  one  of  those  grievances  of 
which  the  people  had  so  much  cause  to  complain,  namely,  the  ex- 

'  tension  of  the  royal  prerogative,  by  Charles  L  and  his  son  James 

-VIL  and  their  exercise  of  authority  in  the  administration  of  the 
royal  boroughs  of  Scotland.    About  that  period,  the  civil  affairs  of 

.  the  town  were  under  the  direction  of  Patrick  Leslie  of  Eden,  who 
filled  the  office  of  chief  magistrate,  and  had  represented  the  borough 

.in  parliament  At  Michaelmas,  this  year,  Mr.  Leslie  had  been  duly 
elected  provost,  in  the  usual  manner;  but,  having  incurred  the 
king's  displeasure  by  his  conduct  in  parliament,  it  was  his  Majesty's 
pleasure  that  he  should  be  removed  from  the  office,  and  Sir  Paul 
Menzies  elected  in  his  place,  f  This  having  been  communicated  to 
the  baillies  and  council  by  a  royal  mandate,  Mr.  Leslie  resigned, 
and  Sir  Paul  Menzies  was  appointed  chief  magistrate.  Their  ready 
and  obsequious  compliance  with  the  royal  commands  was  very  gratify, 
ing  to  the  king ;  and,  in  a  subsequent  letter,  he  was  pleased  to  tes- 
tify his  approbation,  and  signify  his  thanks  to  the  council.  $    It 

would 


'      *  Council  RqriBter,  toL  1L  p.  sg.  voL  liiL  p.  129. 

t  **  Charles  R.-^Tni8ty  and  well  beloved,  we  greet  you  welL  Whereaa  we  are  infortned  of 
some  seditious  convocations  practised  amongst  you,  coming,  as  we  hear,  especially  from  the  elec« 
lion  you  have  lately  made  of  one  Patrick  Ledie  fbr  youi^  provost,  whom  we  were  inf<»med  to  have 
wronged  your  trust  in  his  carriage  at  our  late  parliament,  and,  therefore,  to  have  deserved  no  such 
charge.  And,  in  regard  we  have  always  formerly  found  you  forward  for  our  service,  and  accord« 
•ingly  have  dispensed  our  fitvour  to  you  in  what  might  concern  your  liberties  and  privileges;  now, 
jbeing  careful  of  that  which  may  concern  our  service,  and  the  peace  and  weal  of  that  our  ctty«  m 
redressing  of  the  abuses  past,  and  preventing  the  like  inconvenience,  it  is  our  pleasure,  for  that  ef- 
fect, that  you  remove  the  said  Patrick  Leslie  from  being  your  provost,  and,  in  his  place,  we  wish 
jou  to  make  choice  of  Sir  PauU  Menzies,  who  was  formerly  in  that  charge.  .  So,  not  doubting  of  the 
performance  of  this  our  pleasure,  we  bid  you  farewell,  fit>m  our  Court  at  Whitehall,  the  10th  De< 
cember,  l6S4/'— CGwnctV  JBegw/er,  vcL  lii.  p.  I98.] 

j  ''  Charles  R.— Trusty  and  well  bdoved,  we  greet  you  well.  Understanding  of  your  willing 
'^d  ready  obedioice  to  our  letter,  in  removing  your  late  provost^y  and  accepting  Sir  Paull  M^iaes^ 
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would  appear,  however,  that  this  arbitrary  measure  had  been  ex- 
tremely displeasing  to  the  party  in  the  council  who  supported  Mr, 
Leslie ;  and  perhaps  he  would  have  been  chosen  to  the  office  of  provost, 
at  the  subsequent  election,  had  not  the  king  adopted  measures  to 
prevent  it.  On  the  usual  day  fixed  for  the  nomination  of  the  new 
council,  the  bishop  of  Aberdeen  and  the  sheriff  of  the  county  at- 
tended, and  required  that  the  election  should  be  postponed  till  his 
Majesty's  pleasure  should  be  known.  A  motion  for  an  adjournment 
having  been  made,  was,  however,  negatived  by  a  majority  of  nine  to 
seven ;  but  the  council,  being  thus  overawed  by  the  bishop,  thought 
proper  to  suspend,  at  this  time,  all  further  proceedings.*  Meanwhile, 
a  mandate  was  transmitted  from  the  Lord  High  Chancellor  to  the 
council,  requiring  them  neither  to  elect  Mr.  Leslie  to  the  office  of 
provost,  nor  to  suffer  him  to  have  a  vote  in  the  counciL  The  king 
afterwards  issued  his  letters,  commanding  them  to  meet  on  Wednes- 
day the  7th  October,  and  to  proceed  to  the  election  in  the  usual  man- 
ner. At  this  meeting  Mr.  Leslie  appeared  in  the  character  of  a  coun- 
sellor, and  tendered  his  vote,  which,  according  to  the  directions  of  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  was  rejected.  The  majority  being,  by  these  means, 
unfavourable  to  Mr.  Leslie,  Robert  Johnston  was  chosen  provost,  f 

This  election,  however,  does  not  appear  to  have  coincided  altoge- 
ther with  the  king's  intentions,  and,  therefore,  became  the  subject  of 
a  question  before  the  lords  of  the  privy  council,  at  his  command. 
On  the  20th  January,  16S6,  they  found,  **  that  the  election  had  not 
been  made  in  that  fair  and  peaceable  manner  which  became  dutiful 

I  i  and 


kniglit,  in  that  charge;  we  do  therein  acknowledge  your  good  affection  to  our  service^  and  give  you 
hearty  thanks  for  the  same,  assuring  you  that  hereafter  we  will  be  sparing  to  give  any  such  fiurdier 
order,  unless  there  be  some  special  occasion  moving  us  thereunto.  As  for  your  signature  sent  unto 
us  for  ratifying  your  liberties,  we  have  at  this  time  returned  the  same  to  our  advocate,  to  be  confer- 
red with  the  last  ratification  of  our  late  royal  fioher,  and  if  nothing  be  materially  disconform,  or  if 
any  things  be  added  by  you  of  new,  whereby  we,  nor  none  of  oiu*  good  subjects,  are  prejudiced, 
that  he  forthwith  cause  expede  the  same,  under  our  cachet  and  seals;  otherwise,  to  return  it,  doo* 
keted  by  him,  unto  us,  that  it  may  pass  our  signature  here,  and  be  returned  back  for  that  purpose. 
We  bid  you  fiureweU,  from  our  Court  at  Whythall,  the  twelfth  day  of  February,  1635."— [GwnctY 
Jtegister,  voL  lii  p.  208*3 

•  Council  Register,  voL  52.  p.  217#  «t  seq.  t  Ibid.  voL  lii  p.  219^  et  seq. 
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Mid  good  subjects;  and,  as  it  had  tended  to  foster  factions  and 
heart-burnings  among  the  citizens,  to  the  disturbance  of  the  public 
peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  town ;"  they,  according  to  his  Majesty's 
letter,  nominated  and  elected  Alexander  Jaffray  to  be  provost  for  the 
present  year.  At  the  same  time,  they  continued  the  other  members 
of  council  in  their  respective  offices,  they  always  being  trafficking 
merchants,  and  actual  inhabitants  of  the  town ;  but  such  persons  as 
did  not  fall  under  this  description  were  ordered  to  be  removed.  In 
due  com^^ance  with  this  injunction,  the  council  elected  another  coun- 
sellor, in  place  of  Gilbert  Menzies  of  Pitfoddels,  "who  was  a  baron^ 
and  representative  in  parliament  for  the  county.*  On  the  usual  day 
of  election,  in  September,  1638,  there  was  presented  to  the  council 
his  Majesty's  letter,  testifying  his  approbation  of  their  conduct  in 
the  present  situation  of  public  affairs,  and  recommending  to  them  a 
continuance  of  it;f  A  motion  was  thereupon  made,  that  no  person 
should  be  voted  into  the  council  who  had  subscribed  the  Covenant, 
or  been  inimical  to  the  measures  of  the  king,  but  this  does  not  ap- 
pear to  have  been  regarded ;  and  the  election  having  taken  place, 
Mr  Leslie  was  named  a  counsellor.  At  Michaelmas,  1699,  he  was 
elected  provost,  and  re-elected  to  the  office  in  the  years  1640^  1642^ 
and  16434 

On  the  day  appointed  for  the  annual  election,  in  the  year  164^ 
Mr.  Leslie,  who  had  not  been  a  member  of  coimdl  fcft  the  preceding 

year, 


*  Council  Roister,  vol.  lii.  p.  ^S5,  et  seq. 

t  "  Charles  R. — Trustie  and  well  beloved,  wee  greet  you  weilL  Whereas  we  have,  at  several 
tynies,  understood,  and  new  partioiilariic^  by  mire  n^  Iniatie  and  wril  belDfsd  cotSB  ami  ooan- 
cellor  the  MaiqueiB  of  HanRkn,  •miw  ^amaawsmtwr,  how  4aCieMlie  and  caMdfie  ytm  htofe  caned 
yourselffis,  at  ^tm  tyme,  in  what  omeemed  IIk  good  of  ««r  servioe.  Wee  have  thought  At  to  trie 
notice  of  ft  unto  yon  i^rine,  and  to  gm  ycm  hmtie  thankis  for  liie  same;  and  as  we  h««e  now 
found  your  a<fectiann  ki  a  mngidar  way,  so  wee  do  assure  ya«  thiA  we  shafi  have  a  forticukr  cse 
ef  what  shall  concern  you,  beii^  confident  thiA  yoa  wiH  atill  eontamie  to  esrrye  yo^adfis  as  you 
have  done,  for  the Ibrthermg  of  «are  service:  and,  so  isrwe  aa  you  eas,  in  a  Mw  and  peaoesMe 
way,  wee  authorise  you  heirfay  to  hinder  any  other  fi«m  tikhig  any  couise  that  is  deregatotie 
thereunto.  And  so  wee  bid  you  iwweil,  firom  ourCoort  at  Bagchot,  the  7*  BsyteaJbwv  1«W.— 
^Council  Register,  vol.  lii.  p.  401.] 

t  Council  Register,  voL  lii.  p.  $95.  493.  577.  753.  MS. 
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year,  attended  the  meeting  along  with  Mr.  John  Bow,  one  of  the 
ministers  of  the  town,  and  presented  an  ordinance  of  the  committee 
of  estates,  directing  the  election  to  be  deferred  till  next  session  of 
parliament,  on  account  of  a  question  being  in  dependence  before  the 
committee,  concerning  the  previous  election ;  and  ordering  the  pre- 
sent magistrates  and  office-bearers,  in  the  meantime,  to  continue  in 
the  exercise  of  their  several  offices.  The  parliament^  to  which  the 
committee  had  remitted  that  question,  found,  that,  as  certain  exctmi^ 
municaied  persons,  and  others  who  were  rebels  and  in  arms  within  the 
town,  had  improperly  interfered  in  the  election  in  the  year  1646^  it 
was,  therefore,  null  and  invalid.  The  estates  nominated  and  ap* 
pointed  the  whole  members  of  council  for  the  present  year,  and  or« 
dained  those  whom  they  had  so  appointed,  to  meet  upon  the  24th 
February,  1647,  and  to  elect  the  mi^strates  and  office-bearers.  This 
was  accordingly  done  in  the  usual  manner ;  Mr.  Leslie  was  chosen 
provost,  and  at  Michaelmas,  that  year,  he  was  re-elected.  After  the 
election  which  had  taken  place  at  Michaelmas,  in  the  year  1648,  Lou- 
don, the  Lord  Chancellor,  issued  his  mandate,  enjoining  the  council  to 
proceed  to  a  new  nomination,  in  case  any  person  who  was  suspected  of 
the  crimes  and  faults  expressed  in  the  acts  of  the  committee  of  estates, 
of  the  22d  September  and  4th  October,  had  been  chosen  or  continued 
counsellors ;  and  requiring  Mr.  Leslie,  the  late  provost,  to  repair  to 
Edinburgh,  and  attend  the  committee  of  estates.  As  neither  he,  nor 
the  provost  who  had  been  elected,  seemed  inclined  to  convene  the 
council,  so  as  to  comply  with  the  injunctions  of  the  chancellor's  let- 
ter, a  certain  number  of  the  counsellors  deputed  Alexander  Jaffray, 
one  of  the  baillies,  to  repair  to  Edinburgh,  to  state  the  matter  to  the 
committee.  On  his  representation,  an  act  was  passed,  declaring  and 
adjudging  the  election  which  had  taken  place  to  be  null  and  invalid, 
and  nominating  the  usual  number  of  counsellors  for  the  present 
year.  These  were  ordained  to  convene  upon  the  15th  November, 
and  to  choose  the  magistrates  and  office-bearers  for  the  ensuing  year, 
to  which  due  obedience  was  shown.* 

I  i  2  No 


*  Countil  Segifiter,  yoL  liiL  p*  86. 105. 186.  et  seq. 
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No  new  election  appears  to  have  taken  place  for  the  year  165£; 
and,  in  September,  1653,  Colonel  Robert  Lilbum,  commander  of  the 
English  forces  in  the  town,  by  order  of  the  council  of  estates,  directed 
the  former  magistrates  and  council  to  continue  in  their  respective 
offices  until  further  orders.  On  the  Sd  of  October,  1655,  there  was 
presented  to  the  magistrates  an  ordinance  from  his  Highness  the 
Protector's  council,  authorising  the  counsellors  who  had  been  for- 
merly chosen  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  the  new  council,  accord- 
ing to  their  ancient  laws  and  customs ;  and,  upon  the  10th  of  that 
month,  the  old  council  convened,  and  made  choice  of  the  new,  and 
both  together  elected  the  magistrates  and  office-bearers  for  the  en- 
suing year,  conformable  to  the  usual  practice.*  In  this  situation,  the 
political  affairs  of  the  town  continued,  undisturbed  by  any  interfer- 
ence of  the  sovereign,  till  the  reign  of  King  James. 

In  the  year  1684,  a  difference  arose  between  Sir  George  Skene  6f 
Fintray,  then  provost,  and  Walter  Robertson,  and  certain  other  lead- 
ing men  in  the  council,  concerning  the  election  for  that  year ;  which 
led  to  a  question  at  law  before  the  lords  of  the  privy  council.  Mr. 
Eobertson  and  his  friends  complained  of  some  undue  influence  hav- 
ing been  used  by  Sir  George,  at  the  time  of  his  nomination ;  but,  as 
the  town  council  declined  to  espouse  the  cause  of  either  of  the  parties, 
it  was  referred  to  the  arbitration  of  the  Duke  of  Gordon,  as  their 
sole  umpire.  His  Grace,  after  due  consideration  of  the  matter  under 
reference,  determined,  that  the  election  of  Sir  George,  as  provost, 
was  legal  on  his  part ;  and  ordained  Mr.  Robertson  to  declare,  in  pre- 
sence of  the  council,  that  the  information  given  in  by  him  did  not 
proceed  from  any  personal  prejudice,  but  from  a  desire  to  maintain 
the  privileges  of  the  borough.  He,  at  the  same  time,  recommended 
to  the  parties  to  cultivate  their  former  friendship,  and  enjoined  them 
both  to  enter  into  a  bond,  whereby  they  should  engage  not  to  inter- 
fere in  the  election  of  magistrates  for  three  years  ensuing,  so  as  ani- 
mosities among  the  citizens  might  be  prevented.  Both  parties  acqui- 
esced in  this  award,  and  so  the  matter  terminated.! 

King 


*  Council  Register,  voL  liii.  p.  598.  428.  46l. 

t  His  Grace^  on  this  occasion^  was  reoeired  with  the  highest  marks  of  distinction.    On  Mi  ap« 
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King  James  VII.  had  no  sooner  aiscended  the  throne,  than  he  ma- 
nifested those  arbitrary  principles  in  the  government  of  the  kingdom 
which  disgusted  the  people,  alienated  their  affections  from  him,  and 
ultimately  led  to  his  own  overthrow.    Among  the  first  of  his  despo- 
tic acts,  was  an  order  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Melfort,  concerning 
the  election  of  the  magistrates  and  town  council  of  Aberdeen,  for  the 
year  1685.     On  the  15th  of  September,  an  intimation  was  made,  by 
a  letter  from  the  chancellor,  that  the  "  king  had  in  himself  the  power 
of  naming  the  magistrates  of  all  his  royal  boroughs,  as  often  as  this 
might  be  for  the  good  of  his  service ;"  and  therefore,  agreeably  to  his 
Majesty's  pleasure,  recommended  to  the  town  council  to  elect  George 
Leslie,  one  of  the  baiUies,  to  be  provost  for  the  ensuing  year.     This 
recommendation  was  obsequiously  complied  with,  and  Mr.  Leslie  was 
chosen  provost     The  king,  during  the  remainder  of  his  short  reign, 
strictly  adhered  to  this  unconstitutional  doctrine ;  for,  in  the  year 
1686,  the  chancellor,  by  command  of  the  king,  prohibited  any  new 
election  at  the  usual  time ;  and,  immediately  after,  his  Majesty  him- 
self, by  a  letter  addressed  to  the  lords  of  the  privy  council,  nomi- 
nated every  one  of  the  counsellors — Mr.  Leslie  being  appointed  chief 
magistrate.    At  the  same  time,  an  order  was  transmitted  to  the  Earl 
of  Errol  to  attend  the  council,  and  to  see  his  Majesty's  injunctions 
implicitly  obeyed.     In  the  subsequent  year,  the  election  was  ordered 
to  be  postponed,  by  a  warrant  from  the  privy  council,  till  the  king's 
pleasure  should  be  known;   and,  in  a  few  months  afterwards,  all 
the  members  of  council  were  appointed,  under  the  same  authority. 
The  election  for  1688  was  postponed,  by  royal  command;  but,  on 
the  8th  November,  a  letter  was  transmitted  from  the  Earl  of  Perth, 
chancellor,  addressed  to  the  provost,  ordering  it  to  be  proceeded  to ; 
and  the  council  found  it  necessary  to  yield  immediate  compliance 
with  the  injunction.      This  was  among  the  last  arbitrary  acts  of 
King  James,  as  sovereign  of  Britain,  for  it  was  speedily  followed  by 
the  forfeiture  of  his  crown  and  dominions  for  ever.* 

In 


proach  to  die  town^  he  was  met  by  a  great  number  of  die  burgesses^  on  horseback,  who  accompa- 
nied him  to  his  lodging;  and,  an  his  entry,  he  was  saluted  by  firing  of  cannon.«-^Gwnci7  Regisler, 
vol.  Ivii.  p.  S1 1.3 

•  Coundl  Register,  vol  Ivii.  p.  186.  ftS6.  266.  271.  295.  297- 
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In  the  year  1696,  the  election  of  the  new  council  having  taken 
place  when  nine  members  only  were  present,  was  brought  under  re- 
duction,  and  declared  null  and  invalid,  by  a  decree  of  the  lords  of 
the  privy  council;  and  the  new  counsellors  were  ordained  to  be 
chosen  by  the  magistrates  and  council,  who  had  been  elected  in  the 
years  1695  and  1696,  jointly.  Those  so  to  be  elected  were  appointed 
to  continue  in  office  till  Michaelmas,  1698  ;*  and,  by  an  act  of  coun* 
cil,  it  was  declared,  that  no  person  should  remain  in  the  situation  of 
provost  longer  than  two  years  successively,  at  any  one  period,  f 

In  the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth  century,  many  worthy  per- 
sons, actuated  by  motives  of  benevolence  and  by  a  regard  which  they 
entertained  for  the  town  and  community,  gave  and  devised,  by  deeds 
of  mortmain,  various  sums  of  money  and  property,  which  were  vested 
in  the  magistrates  and  town  council,  as  trustees  and  guardians,  for 
charitable  purposes,  and  for  the  support  of  the  public  works  and  in* 
stitutions  of  the  place.  .  These  monies  had  been  carefully  stocked, 
and  lent  to  individuals,  on  such  security  as  could  be  obtained  in  the 
town  and  county ;  so  that  a  permanent  annual  revenue  might  be  de« 
rived  from  these  funds^  and  applied,  agreeably  to  the  injunctions  of 
the  benevolent  donors.  :j;  At  the  commencement  of  the  civil  wars, 
the  stock  of  the  mortmains,  although  pretty  considerable,  was  soon 
torn  away  from  the  trustees,  and  applied  to  relieve  the  inhabitants  of 
the  very  heavy  contributions  that  were  imposed  upon  them  by  the 
leaders  of  contending  armies.  By  these  means,  the  funds  being  early 
exhausted,  and  the  multiplied  impositions  upon  the  citizens  having 
become  intolerable,  the  administrators  of  the  town  found  it  necessary 
to  adopt  another  expedient  to  relieve  them  of  these  grievous  exac- 
tions, and  to  extricate  them  from  many  other  difficulties  in  which 
they  were  involved.  The  magistrates  borrowed  money  for  these  pur- 
poses, in  name  of  the  treasurer,  from  individuals  who  were  inclined 
to  advance  it,  and  pledged  the  security  of  the  treasury  for  its  repay- 
ment.  At  the  close  of  the  civil  commotions,  in  the  year  1651,  the 
whole  accumulated  debt,  due  by  the  public  to  the  town  and  commu- 
nity, 


*  Council  Register^  voL  Ivii  p.  592.  604.  t  Ibid,  voL  Irii.  p.  608, 

t  Vide  Table^  at  the  end  of  this  section. 
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nity,  was  computed  to  be  927,120  merks,*  which  comprehended  not 
only  those  sums  of  money  which  had  been  borrowed,  in  the  name  of 
the  treasurer,  for  the  above  purposes,  and  for  supporting  the  inhabi- 
tants during  the  time  that  the  pestilence  raged  In  the  town,  but 
also  the  funds  under  the  administration  of  the  magistrates  and 
council,  as  trustees  and  guardians  of  the  mortmains  and  public  in* 
stitutions,  which  we  have  just  mentioned.  As  soon  as  the  govern- 
ment of  the  kingdoms  had  been  confirmed  under  the  protector  and 
his  council,  the  magistrates  did  not  neglect  to  present  to  the  parlia- 
ment of  England  a  state  of  this  debt,  which  appeared  to  be  so  well 
established,  that  there  was  no  hesitation  in  passing  an  act,  authorise- 
ing  them  to  retain  the  public  cess  payable  by  the  borough^  for  liqui- 
dating it  in  part ;  and  the  money  levied  on  that  account  was  applied 
accordingly.  But,  at  the  time  of  the  restwation,  this  had  only  ex- 
tinguished 18,000  merks  of  the  principal  sum,  after  payment  of  the 
annual  interest.  Soon  after  this  epocha,  it  appears,  that  frequent  as- 
sessments had  been  made  annually  upon  the  inhabitants,  under  the 
authority  of  head  courts,  for  discharging  a  part  of  the  interest  of  the 
treasury  debt ;  but  these,  and  the  sums  which  were,  at  the  same  time, 
levied,  for  payment  of  the  stipends  of  the  ministers  of  the  town,  and 
other  municipal  purposes,  were  grievous  burdens  upon  the  people,  who 
had  not  yet  recovered  from  the  distresses  of  the  civil  war.  It,  there- 
fore, became  necessary  for  the  administrators  to  adopt  a  less  burden- 
some and  more  effectual  expedient  for  discharging  the  great  load  of 
treasury  debt.  In  the  year  1678,  they  ja^^ied  to  pariiament,  and  ob- 
tained an  act,  authorising  them  to  impose  and  levy  the  following  in- 
ternal customs  and  duties ;  namely,  4d.  on  the  Scottish  pint  of  ale 
and  beer,  and  L.50  on  every  ton  of  wine ;  2s.  on  the  pint  of  brandy, 
wine,  and  aqua  vit«,  vended  or  consumed  within  the  town ;  18s.  4d.  on 
the  carcass  of  every  ox,  12s.  on  every  calf,  and6d.  on  every  other  ani- 
mal,brought  to  the  market  for  sale ;  f  -and  that  for  and  during  the  period 
of  eleven  years,  to  enable  them  to  extinguish  the  debt,  due  to  the 
town  and  community,  amounting,  at  this  period,  to  927,000  merks. 

In 


*  Tfajfi  cum  was  equal  io  L.5 1,506  sterling;  and  supposed  to  have  h0m  ibe  4nu)unt  of  Uieir 
iostes  dmiig  the  ciyil  wan^^^Qmncil  Rt^er,  iioJL  lUl  j^  MO.3 

t  This  impost  was  generally  let  on  lease;  and^  in  the  year  1687,  the  duty  on  wines,  spirits,  and 
ile^  was  only  LJZ350,  or  L.195  I68.  8d.-8terliDg.<«-£Ccmiict/  Register,  vol.  IvL  p.  361^  et  seq.]] 
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In  the  yeat  1695,  a  similar  act  was  passed,  empowering  them  to  levy 
2d.  on  every  pint  of  ale  and  beer,  vended ;  L.50  on  every  ton  of  wine; 
L.SOr  on  every  butt  of  sack,  Spanish  or  Rhenish  wine ;  2s.  on  every 
pint  of  brandy-wine  imported,  on  strong  waters  or  aqua  vitae,  distil- 
led or  vended  within  the  town,  for  thirteen  years  certain,*  and  until 
the  balance  of  the  public  debt,  which,  at  this  period,  was  computed  to 
be  L.  120,000,  should  be  completely  extinguished.  This  term  wi^s  pro- 
longed by  another  act  of  the  parliament  of  Scotland,  in  the  year 
1707,  to  the  further  period  of  twenty-five  years,  chiefly  for  the  pur- 
pose of  defraying  the  charge  of  erecting  a  new  pier  on  the  north 
side  of  the  harbour,  repairing  the  church,  and  rebuilding  the  town- 
house.  By  these  means  the  magistrates  were  enabled  to  discharge 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  debt,  which  had  been  contracted  in  name  of 
the  treasurer.  And  it  is  no  more  than  a  tribute  of  respect  which 
is  due  to  the  memories  of  the  administrators  of  the  town,  and  of 
the  citizens,  to  mention,  that  the  funds  which  had  been  appro- 
priated to  charitable  purposes  and  public  institutions  were,  about 
the  end  of  this  aera,  fully  and  completely  replaced ;  while  subse- 
quent generations  have  amply  experienced  the  benefits  which  have 
b^en  derived  from  these  funds.  About  the  same  period,  the  inhabi- 
tants were  relieved  from  the  burden  of  assessments  for  ministers' 
stipends,  which  were  afterwards  paid  from  the  funds  of  the  trea- 
sury. At  Michaelmas,  1712,  the  whole  public  debt  due  by  the 
treasurer  amounted  only  to  L.41,S49  9s.  2d.  of  which  the  sum  of 
L.  18,855  7s.  6d.  had  been  recently  contracted,  for  the  expense 
of  bringing  spring  water  into  the  town  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants^ 
and  for  erecting  public  cisterns.  The  permanent  annual  reve- 
nue of  the  treasury,  at  this  time,  was  L.8S12  15s.  lid. ;  and  the 
annual  charge  upon  it,  for  ministers'  stipends,  and  municipal  pur- 
poses, was  no  less  than  L.  14,055  lis.  8d. :  so  that,  although  all  the 
public  funds  under  the  administration  of  the  magistrates  and  coun- 
cil had  been  replaced,  either  by  means  of  the  revenue  arising  from 

the 


ft 


*  The  impost  on  wines,  under  this  act,  for  the  year  ftmn  September,  I698,  to  September,  l699i 

produced  only  -  -  .  ,.  LJMtfiQ    4    0 

And  on  the  ale,  firom  March,  l699i  to  March,  1700  .i  «  S4S7    3    8 

L.4666    7   2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ANNALS  OF   ABERDEEN.  S49 

the  impost,  under  the  above  acts  of  parliament,  and  by  the  treasurer 
interposing  his  security  for  the  deficiency ;  yet  he  was  subjecting 
himself  and  the  ancient  patrimony  of  the  borough  to  an  accumulate 
ing  debt  of  L.5742  14s.  lid.  annually,  which,  without  an  assessment 
upon  the  inhabitants,  or  some  extraordinary  means,  never  could  be 
checked,  or  prevented;  for  even  the  revenue  arising  from  the  im- 
post was  inadequate  to  accomplish  the  reduction  of  it.  Indeed, 
after  the  rebellion,  in  the  year  1715,  the  treasury  debt  had,  by 
these  means,  increased  to  the  sum  of  L.50,214  4s.  6d.  exclusive  of 
the  money  due  by  the  commimity  at  large  for  the  expense  of  the  pub- 
lic wells.  These  circumstances  we  shall  elucidate  by  the  subjoined  state, 
which  has  been  extracted  from  the  annual  public  accounts,  exhibited 
and  read  in  the  Michaelmas  head  court,  previous  to  the  elections.* 

K  k  On 


*  State  of  the  Treasurer's  Annual  Account,  at  Michaelmas,  1712>  for  the  preceding  year.— 

John  Middleton,  TRSASuttMR. 


%»»%%»v%<»%>%«»%»» 


Permanent  Revenue.  ScoUish  Maiuy. 

1711  To  fen  and  teind  duties  received         ...  £.1422  19    9 

•••  rents  of  the  to^m's  public  mills,  of  the  bell  and  petty  customs^  &c.let  on  lease  4058  13    4 
••.  rents  of  shops  under  the  tcttooth,  and  vault  on  the  south  side  of  the 

tiastlegate 
...  feu  duties  receivable 

...  assessment  on  Ae  inhabitants,  for  interest  c»fthe  debt  on  the  public  wells,  &C. 
•,.  interest  of  1000  merks,  due  by  William  Gordon  Taylor 
...  nett  rent  of  Pettins  and  Bog&irly 
...  fees  of  mortdoths,  received  for  the  preceding  year 
•••  duplicando,  for  entering  vassals 


Annual  Expenditure* 
1711  By  ministers'  stipends,  and  coals,  and  for  the  Ann,  to  the  relict 
and  children  of  Mr.  James  Osbom  - 

••»  Eqnte  dues  «  ■  • 

...  interest  of  monies  due  by  the  treasurer 
...  charges  of  the  eonunissioners  to  the  boroughs 
...  salaries  to  officers,  &c  • 

«..  law  charges  -  • 

•..  the  bibliotfaecar  of  the  collie  - 

...  diaxges  of  transporting  Mr.  Melville,  minister,  to  the  town 

Carried  forward  • 


- 

124     0 

0 

-    • 

288     0 

0 

>ublicwella,&c. 

1885  16 
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250     0 
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e.8312  15 
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£.3568    2 
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744     4 
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177     8 

6 
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On  these  topics  we  shall  have  occasioiv  to  enlarge  more  fully,  in  an«- 
other  branch  of  this  work,  % 

Although 


ScoUUk  Money. 


Brought  forward               *           £.970«  O  6  £Mi^  15  11 
i71I  Bj  dean  of  guilds  repaid  him  for  oertain  municipal  cfaaigef^  for 
which  the  treasury  was  liable,  aftar  applying  the  funds 

generally  appropriated  to  these  purposes                «  1971  14  4 

...  petty  disbursements  diis  year                   «                       »  I717  4  4 

...  town  segeantflj  fo  attendance  on  AemuadeBadp      •  289  6  6, 

...  town's  advocate,  and  aganfs  salaries                 «  90  13  4 

...  charge  of  collecting  the  cess  and  well  money                    »  236  17  10 

...  cess  of  Pettins          -                       -                       -  •    17  10  6 

...  proportion  of  the  chambetlain's  salary             «                  •  30  3  4 


In  sterling  money 


14055  10  10 

£.5742  14  11 
£.478  11     2 


The  debt  due  by  the  treasurer,  at  Michaelmas,  1711 

Of  whidi  there  was  paid  by  the  revenue  arisii^  ftora  the  impost 

And  there  remained  the  sum  of 
Of  which  tiiere  was  due,  T}y  the  community^  for  the  wdl  debt 


£.49068    4    7 
5000     0    0 


£.44068     4 
18855    7 


Andthavenmainodabalaiioeof  ^. 

Or,  in  sterling  money 
These  sums  were  due  to -the  other  public  fimds,  under -the  adminis- 
trafcian  c£  the  ma£^stralM»  having  been  advincod»  ficom  line  to 
time,  to  the  treasurer,  as  the  public  eatigancki  ivqiiired. 


£JMfil8  IT 
£.2101    1 


%»%%»^>v»»%^<^%»%» 


The  debt  due  by  the  treasurer,  at  Midiaelaiaa,  ITI6,  was  as  {oOowb,  its.  >— 

To  the  master  of  guild  brethren's  hospital  - 

. ..  the  master  of  kirk  and  bridge  works 

...  the  dean  of  guild  .  «.  • 

...  the  master  of  mortifications  ... 

...  Alex.  Innes,  merchant  in  Ecfinburgh  «■ 

...  Mrs.  Betty  Udny  -  ■>  « 

e.^98  9  1^ 

Of  which  sum  there  was  due  by  the  community^  Ikft  the  dH^t  eoB* 

tracted  by  the  treasurer,  for  the  public  wells,  being         «  1894t    B    4 


£.8641 

16 

1 

12485 

7  11 

8886  19 

9 

88025 

12 

2 

MOO 

0 

0 

€966  IS  11 

So  there  remained  a  balance  of 

The  debt  (hie  at  Mkbaehttas,  1711>  was  only 

So  that  it  had  increased,  in  five  years  « 


£.$0214    4    6 

2mi2  17    1 

£.25001     7     5 
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Although  there  had  been  no  political  dissensions,  during  this  jie- 
riod,  between  the  burgesses  of  guild  and  the  administrators  of  the 
town,  yet  an  attempt  was  made,  in  the  year  1678,  to  inflame  the  minds 
of  the  citizens  against  the  magistrates,  concerning  certain  assess- 
ments, which  had  been  authorised  by  the  annual  head  courts,  for  de- 
fraying the  municipal  charges  of  the  town,  for  answering  the  deficiency 
of  the  interest  of  the  public  debt,  which  had  been  contracted  during 
the  war,  and  in  the  time  of  the  pestilence ;  and  for  other  public  pur- 
poses. John  Innes,  and  some  other  burgesses  who  adhered  to  him,  cqn- 
celving  that  they  were  entitled  to  annul  this  proceedings  x^ommenced 
an  opposition  to  the  assessment ;  and  Mr.  Innes'  patriotic  zeal  unfor- 
tunately led  him  so  far  as  to  offer  indignity  to  the  magistrates  in  the 
annual  head  court.  In  order  to  vindicate  their  authority,  they  not 
only  imposed  upon  him  a  very  heavy  fine,  but  committed  him  to 
prison,  shut  up  his  shop,  and  disfranchised  him.  This  very  rigid 
exertion  of  power  compelled  him  to  present  a  complaint  to  the 
lords  of  the  privy  council,  charging  the  magistrates  with  having  com- 
mitted upon  him  an  act  of  oppression.  They,  in  return,  recriminated, 
and  accused  him  "  of  stirring  up  sedition  and  mutiny  among  the  ci- 
tizens, by  asserting  that  they  had,  since  the  restoration,  uplifted  up- 
wards of  20,000  merks  from  the  town,  by  way  of  assessment,  and 
applied  the  money  to  their  own  private  use ;  although  it  consisted 
with  his  knowledge  that  they  had  expressed  their  readiness  to  shew 
that  it  had  been  profitably  applied  to  payment  of  the  ministers'  sti- 
pends, to  the  support  of  the  public  hospital^  and  to  other  municipal 
purposes.'*  They,  at  the  same  time,  represented  to  the  privy  coun- 
cil, that  the  common  good  of  the  borough  was  so  inadequate  to  the 
charge  upon  it,  that  there  was  an  urgent  necessity  for  assessing  the 
inhabitants  yearly  for  the  deficiency ;  and  they  denied  the  assertion  of 
Mr.  Innes,  that,  in  stenting,  they  had  charged  him  for  his  importations, 
and  then  assessed  him  for  the  same  goods,  when  he  retailed  them. 
In  those  arbitrary  and  despotic  times,  where  justice  was  often  pre- 
vented by  faction  and  interest,  Mr.  Innes  had  very  little  chance  of 
obtaining  redress  of  his  grievances,  especially  where  public  function- 
aries were  concerned.  The  lords,  after  mature  deliberation,  approved 
of  the  conduct  of  the  magistrates,  in  every  point,  and,  as  he  hadbeen» 
in  the  meantime,  liberated  from  confinement,  ordained  him,  under  a 

K  k  2  penalty 
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penalty  of  2000  merks,  to  return  to  prison  within  ten  days^  where  he 
was  to  remain,  during  the  pleasure  of  the  magistrates.  He  submit- 
ted accordingly,  acknowledged  his  offence,  and  having,  in  a  head 
court,  which  was  assembled  for  the  purpose,  craved  their  pardon,  his 
liberty  and  freedom  were  restored  to  him,  and  L.100  of  his  fine  re- 
mitted.* This  circumstance  seems  to  have  checked,  for  many  years, 
every  opposition  to  the  assessments  upon  the  inhabitants ;  for,  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  this  period,  very  heavy  sums  were  continued  to  be 
assessed  annually,  for  ministers'  stipends  and  municipal  charges, 
&C.  which  will  appear  from  the  table  annexed  to  the  end  of  this 
chapter. 

When  episcopacy  had  been  abolished  in  Scotland,  the  committees 
of  religion,  as  they  were  called,  assumed  the  whole  ecclesiastical  ju- 
risdiction. The  Scottish  presbyterian  clergy  claimed  an  absolute  in- 
dependence of  the  civil  magistrate,  and  ruled  with  rigour  and 
unrelaxing  austerity  over  their  congregations.  We  have  already  had 
occasion  to  remark,  that  the  church  session  of  Aberdeen  had,  from 
its  earliest  establishment,  possessed  unbounded  authority,  and  exer- 
cised its  jurisdiction  with  unrelenting  severity.  In  the  present  age, 
this  court  did  not  abate  its  rigorous  discipline  over  unfortunate 
transgressors,  on  whom  absurd  and  extravagant  punishments  f  con- 
tinued 


*  Council  Register^  voL  Ivi.  p.  338.  345.  351.  et  seq.— Fountainlmll's  Dec.  voL  i  p.  I6. 

t  We  have  selected^  ftcm  the  records  of  the  church  Beaskfn,  the  following:,  as  specimens  of  the 
many  cases  which  occurred  before  this  ecclesiastical  judicatory^  in  die  course  of  this  age :— • 

1st  July,  1638. — Jeills  Paterson,  who  confessed  fornication  with  Adam  Dow,  servant  to  Alex- 
ander Sutherland  of  Forres,  within  his  ship,  at  the  quay,  was  ordained  to  be  carted  from  the  cross 
to  the  quay  head,  where  she  was  to  be  ducked  at  the  cran ;  thereafter,  to  be  confined  in  tfie  coneG- 
tian-house  till  Whitsunday  next,  and  to  be  whipped  every  Mondmy  during  that  period. 

30th  August,  1640. — ^Elspet  Taylor,  spouse  to  Alex.  Robertson,  having  confessed  the  sin  of 
adultery  with  John  Gordon,  brother  of  Alexander  Gordon  of  Birsemore,  ii#  ebe  alleged,  was  ordained 
to  be  scourged  at  the  cross  to-morrow,  to  be  carted  through  the  town,  with  a  paper  crown  on  her 
head,  and  the  bellman  to  go  before,  and  proclaim  her  banishment  from  die  town. 

The  same  day— -Agnes  Hay,  guilty  of  fornication  with  William  Ross,  soldier,  under  promise  of 
marriage,  and  bands  proclaimed,  was  ordered  to  be  carried  to  the  correction-house,  and,  on  Satur« 
day  next,  to  be  taken  to  the  cross,  and  set  in  the  branks,  having  her  head  clipped^  and  to  make 
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tinned  to  be  inflicted,  for  irregularities  and  deviations  from  the  ordi- 
nances, of  the  church ;  the  consequence  of  which  was,  that  child 
murder  was  not  unfrequently  committed,  and  many  unhappy  per- 
sons suffered  the  utmost  severity  of  the  law.  About  the  year 
1641,  Mr.  Andrew  Cant,  who  had  been  distinguished  as  an  active 
promoter  of  the  covenant,  was  appointed  one  of  the  ministers  of  the 
town,  and,  for  some  time,  had  the  whole  ministerial  charge.  No 
sooner  had  he  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  than  he  began  to 
exercise  his  ecclesiastical  authority  with  much  rigour,  and  even  fulmi- 
nated his  anathemas  against  the  civil  magistrate,  for  not  complying 
with  his  dictates.  His  ecclesiastical  tyranny  at  length  became  intole- 
rable to  the  people,  and  his  congregation  was  compelled  to  complain  to 
the  magistrates,  of  his  having  introduced,  under  pretence  of  religious 
zeal,  innovations  and  practices  into  the  church,  by  which  no  person 
could  be  admitted  to  the  communion,  except  those  who  presented 
themselves  for  trial  of  their  religious  faith,  and  were  found  duly  qua- 
lified, as  fit  christians,  to  partake  of  that  sacred  ordinance.  This 
complaint  he  appears  to  have  disregarded ;  and,  in  place  of  yielding 
to  the  remonstrance  of  the  magistrates,  against  the  impropriety  of  his 
conduct,  declaimed  against  them  from  the  pulpit  for  their  interfer- 
ence in  what  he  considered  to  be  cognizable  only  in  the  church  ses- 
sion. The  matter  was  represented  to  the  provincial  synod,  but  re- 
dress was  not  to  be  expected  from  this  court ;  and  both  the  magis- 
trates and  the  congregation  were  compelled  to  submit,  with  reluctance, 
to  his  decrees.  In  the  year  1660,  a  complaint  was  presented  to  the 
magistrates,  charging  him  with  having  pubhshed  a  seditious  book, 
entitled  Lex  Rex^  without  authority,  and  for  denouncing  anathemas 
and  imprecations  against  many  of  his  congregation,  in  the  course  of 

performing 


ber  repentance  on  Sunday :  and  to  be  conveyed  back  to  the  coirection-hoase,  where  die  was  to  remain 
during  the  pleasure  ^  ike  seenon, 

17th  December,  I66O. — George  MiU,  who  had  been  whipped  through  the  town  for  a  trelapse 
in  fornication,  having  cursed  the  spectators,  was  found  to  have  been  heinousfy  guilty,  and  remitted 
to  the  presbytery,  as  worthy  of  excommunication. 

1705. — ^Francis  Shepherd  being  deleted  before  the  presbytery,  for  having  drank  Satan's  health, 
was  ordained  to  appear  in  the  church,  in  sackcloth,  to  expiate  his  offence,  but  died  in  the  mean^ 
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performing  his  religious  duties.  A  variety  of  proceedings  took  place 
on  this  question  before  the  magistrates^  but  no  judgment  was  given ; 
Mr.  Cant,  however,  finding  his  situation  rather  unpleasant,  amidst 
popular  discontents,  withdrew  himself  from  his  pastoral  charge,  re- 
moved from  the  town  with  his  wife  and  family,  and  died  about  the 
year  1664.*  After  the  re- establishment  of  episcopal  authority,  the 
clergy  and  the  church  session  did  not  relax  in  their  severity  and  ty- 
ranny over  the  people ;  nor  were  these  reformed  in  their  morals  by 
the  punishments  which  were  inflicted  upon  them,  but  seem  to  have 
persevered  in  their  irregularities,  almost  in  defiance  of  the  civil  and 
ecclesiastical  courts* 

In  this  age,  there  were  few  religious  sects  in  Aberdeen,  the  people 
teing  either  presbyterians,  or  of  the  episcopal  persuasion,  although 
not  a  few  continued  to  adhere  to  the  doctrines  of  popery.  In  the 
year  166S,  the  religion  of  the  quakers  began  to  gain  ground 
among  some  of  the  inhabitants.  It  had,  by  this  time,  made  consi- 
derable progress  in  England,  under  the  famous  George  Fox  and 
James  Naylor ;  and  its  enthusiasm  having  spread  to  this  place,  occa- 
sioned no  little  disturbance,  both  to  the  magistrates  and  to  the  eccle- 
siastics. Mr.  George  Keith,  William  Nepper,  shipmaster^  and  Wil- 
liam Stuart,  three  of  the  citizens,  having  broken  off  all  connexion 
with  the  established  church,  and  openly  avowed  the  principles  of  the 
quakers,  the  magistrates  considered  that  this  religious  innovation 
deserved  their  serious  attention.  They  convened  these  people  be- 
fore them,  condemned  them  to  be  immediately  conducted  out  of  the 
town  by  the  Serjeants,  and  prohibited  the  inhabitants  from  harbour- 
ing them  in  their  houses,  under  heavy  penalties.  These  severities 
they  bore  with  their  usual  patience,  persisting  in  holding  occasional 
religious  meetings  in  the  town,  and  increasing  the  number  of 
their  proselytes.  The  magistrates,  alarmed  at  their  success  in 
gaining  converts  and,  perhaps,  instigated  by  the  clergy,  f  without 

further 


*  Council  Begieter^  voL  liL  p.  624.  voL  liii.  p.  413.  437.  et  seq.  voL  liv.  p.  I89.  200.  et  seq. 

t  Tfaomas  Mikie^  thoemaker^  having  become  a  convert  to  the  quaken,  was  called  befiiie  tbe 
church  session,  but  having  persevered  in  maintaining  his  principles,  was  remitted  to  the  thre^  ant 
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further  enquiry,  issued  their  orders  to  apprehend  all  male  quakers 
at  their  next  convention,  to  imprison  them  in  the  jail,  and  to  shut 
up  their  meeting-house.  Such,  however,  was  their  enthusiasm,  that 
they  were  not  to  be  intimidated  by  these  rigorous  measures.  They 
persevered  in  the  profession  of  their  religious  doctrines,  and  were  sub- 
jected to  every  indignity,  of  imprisonment  and  disfranchisement. 
Having  appropriated  a  piece  of  ground,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Gal- 
lowgate,  to  the  interment  of  their  dead,  they  buried  the  bodies  in  it^ 
without  any  religious*  ceremony ;  but  this  having  attracted  the  atten- 
tion of  the  magistrates,  they  oidered  these  to  be  raised,  and  buried  in 
consecrated  ground,  and  the  walls  of  their  burial  place  to  be  demo* 
lished.  To  all  these  oppressions  they  submitted,  without  the  least  mur- 
mur. In  the  year  1674,  Thomas  Dochray  and  William  Gelly,  two  of 
these  inoffensive  people,  were  imprisoned,  under  a  warrant  from  the 
magistrates,  upon  a  charge  which  was  brought  against  them  for  derid- 
ing the  holiness  of  the  kirk,  by  calling  it  a  steeple-house^  and  for  at- 
tending their  conventicle.  Those  men  remained  in  jail  for  some 
time;  but  a  representation  being  made  to  the  lords  of  the  privy 
council,  they  were  ordered,  by  a  letter  from  the  Lord  Chancellor,  to 
be  liberated.  After  this  period,  the  quakers  appear  to  have  been  al- 
lowed to  practise  their  devotions  and  religious  duties  agreeably  to 
the  principles  which  they  professed,  and  to  bury  their  dead,  accord- 
ing to  their  own  custom,  without  molestation.^ 

In  this  puritanical  age,  the  people  in  general  seem  to  have 
been  extremely  bigotted ;  while  men  in  oi&ce  assumed  a  grave  and 
even  sanctified  demeanour.  Theology  appears  to  have  been  their 
favourite  study,  and  the  object  of  their  thoughts  and  contemplations. 
Their  literature  was  the  sacred  writings,  and  the  more  enthusiastic 
description  of  commentators  on  the  bible.  The  publications  of  au- 
thors connected  with  Aberdeen  demonstrate  this  in  a  very  strong  de- 
gree,  and  mark  the  ruling  temper  of  their  minds.  That  sanctity  was 
religiously  observed  by  those  in  the  profession  of  the  law,  who  would 

not 


Mten  of  tbe  towi^  to  uie  thor  iaduMice  wkh  h&n,  ^Ueh  ceewB  to  have  had  Terjr  litde  cAct,  and 
the  iMtter  wu  drojppedL— £i2ec«r<;«  rfCkmroh  Semon,  25ik  Koo,  l£6l.] 

1»  Counca  Register,  voL  Uv.  p.  495.  vol.  It.  p.  209.  352.  40St  561.  628. 
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not  presume  to  use  the  name  of  the  supreme  being  in  the  introduc- 
tory clause  of  a  notarial  instrument,  lest  they  should  incur  the  dis- 
pleasure of  the  church.  Their  writings  and  public  papers  were  also 
framed  and  written  in  a  loose  and  careless  manner,  which  evinced  > 
that  their  speculations  were  generally  engaged  in  something  else 
than  the  object  before  them.  On  days  appropriated  to  public  re- 
joicing, the  people  expressed  their  exultations  in  psalmody  on  the 
streets,  in  imitation  of  their  superiors ;  and,  although  the  former  part 
of  the  day  was  devoted  to  religious  duty,  yet  the  latter  part  was  often 
spent  in  drinking  wine,  which  not  unfrequently  engendered  strife 
and  disorder  among  the  citizens. 

To  restrain  their  licentious  disposition,  statutes  were  repeatedly 
enacted  by  the  magistrates  and  council,  denouncing  blasphemers, 
profaners,  and  all  those  who  committed  breaches  of  the  Sabbath,  by 
walking  on  the  streets,  or  in  the  fields,  during  the  time  of  sermon ; 
prohibiting  keepers  of  taverns  from  selling  spirituous  liquors  to  any 
person,  after  nine  o'clock  at  night,  under  the  penalty  of  L.10;  and 
interdicting  the  sale  of  flesh,  fish,  and  green  herbs,  on  Sunday.^ 

During  no  part  of  this  period  have  we  discovered  any  games  or 
pastimes  in  practice  among  the  citizens,  except  bowUngj-f  and  goytng^ 
which  last  continues  to  be  a  favourite  recreation  at  the  present  day. 
Bowling  greens  are  said  to  have  originated  in  England,  and  bowling 
was  a  popular  amusement  for  many  centuries.  It  was  first  intro- 
duced, by  the  citizens  of  Aberdeen,  after  the  restoration,  in  the 
links,  where  a  regular  green  was  fornied  for  their  accommodation, 
about  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century.  When  the  garden 
of  Bobert  Gordon's  hospital  was  laid  out,  about  the  middle  of  that 
period,  a  bowling  green  was  made  in  it  for  the  use  of  the  citizens ; 
but  it  is  not  now  so  generally  frequented  as  it  was  wont  to  be  in 
former  times. 

Bioting, 


*  Council  Regifiter,  voL  liL  p.  10.  voL  Iv.  p.  139. 

t  Two  or  more  persons  could  engage  in  this  pastime.  A  small  bowl^  at  Jack,  served  as  a  mark 
toft  die  direction  of  the  bowls^  and  which  was  bowled  at  alternately  by  the  players ;  the  successliil 
candidate  being  he  who  could  lay  his  bowl  nearest  to  the  mark.  It  was  seldom  practised  by  the 
juvenile  part  of  the  citizens. 
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Rioting  and  meal-mobbing,  in  the  town,  appear  to  have  com- 
menced in  the  year  16S8,  being  incited  hy  the  exportation  of  meal 
from  the  port  of  Aberdeen-  The  artificers  having  taken  the  alarm,  as- 
sembled, along  with  their  servants,  in  hostile  array,  armed  with  swords 
and  pistols,  and  seized  and  carried  off,  in  their  passage  to  the  quay, 
eighty  sacks  of  meal,  which  they  lodged  in  the  Trinity  hospital.  The 
magistrates  did  not  neglect  speedily  to  suppress  this  insurrection,  and 
to  redress  the  outrage  which  had  been  committed.  They  summoned 
before  them  the  convener  and  deacons  of  the  incorporations,  and  im- 
posed a  fine  of  L.80  upon  the  former,  and  L.40  upon  each  of  the 
latter ;  and  ordained  them  to  acknowledge  the  offence  in  the  public 
court.*  This  summary  exertion  of  authority  seems  to  have  checked 
tumultuous  disorders  of  this  kind  for  many  years. 

The  civil  commotions,  and  distracted  state  of  the  nation,  during 
the  greatest  part  of  the  seventeenth  century,  proved  a  great  obstruc- 
tion to  trade  and  manufactures  in  Scotland;  and  the  progress  of 
these  was  necessarily  very  languid.  In  the  year  1612,  the  magis- 
trates made  an  attempt  to  establish  a  herring  fishery  at  Aberdeen, 
and,  with  that  view,  purchased,  at  Rotterdam,  a  vessel  of  fourteen 
lasts  burden,  completely  fitted  out  with  nets  and  lines,  and  en- 
gaged a  Dutchman,  as  master  and  conductor  of  the  business,  to 
whom  they  promised  an  adequate  remuneration  for  his  services  and 
attention ;  but  what  progress  they  made  in  the  undertaking  we  have 

not  been  informed. 

• 

In  the  year  1636,  they  obtained  from  King  Charles  I.  a  patent  for 
establishing  a  house  of  correction,  chiefly  with  the  view  of  reforming 
the  morals,  and  of  promoting  good  order  and  industry  among  a  cer- 
tain description  of  the  inhabitants,  who  were  to  be  employed  in  ma- 
nufacturing broad  cloths,  herseys^  seys^  and  other  coarse  cloths.  This 
being  a  new  and  important  undertaking,  Robert  and  Nicholas  Beas- 
ton  were  brought  from  Edinburgh  to  superintend  the  work,  and  to 
direct  the  magistrates  in  the  proper  mode  of  conducting  it.  For 
this  establishment,  a  property  was  purchased  in  that  part  of  the 

L  1  town 


*  Council  Register,  toL  lii  p.  3S0. 
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town  which  afterwards  obtained  the  name  of  theCorrection^wynd,  at 
the  expense  of  SOOO  merks,  raised,  under  the  authoritj  of  ahead  court, 
by  an  assessment  upon  the  citizens.*  The  manufacture  of  cloths 
was  carried  on,  in  the  house  oi  correction,  for  several  years^  by  a  joint 
stock  company,  to  a  pretty  considerable  extent ;  but  met  with  great 
obstruction,  during  the  dril  wars,  from  the  contending  armies,  which, 
on  repeated  occasions,  piflaged  their  wares.  After  the  disaatroua  battle 
of  the  Crabestone,  the  proprietor'a  loss  was  estimated  at  L.1863  l€fL 
8d.  being  the  ralue  of  goods  which  bad  been  plundered  by  the  Irish 
soldiers,  and  carried  off  from  the  shops  of  those  who  had  fallen ;  be* 
sides  5286  ells  of  broad  cloth,  and  185  of  kerseys,  that  had  been  gtren 
to  the  leaders  of  the  artny,  by  order  of  the  magistrates,  for  preventing 
the  destruction  of  the  merchants*  books.  Some  years  afterwaidB^  in 
order  to  promote  this  undertaking,  they  purchased  a  fulling  mill,  on 
the  river  Don ;  but,  towards  the  close  of  the  century,  the  trade  seems 
to  have  languished^  and  the  work  was  abandoned  about  the  year  1711, 
when  the  properties  were  sold,  and  converted  to  other  purposes. 
This  establishment  appears  to  have  partaken  of  the  natiure  of  a  mo- 
dem bridewell ;  for  all  vagabonds  and  minor  delinquent?  were  or- 
dered* by  a  special  act  of  the  town  council,  to  be  confined,  and  em- 
ployed at  work  in  the  correction-house,  which,  not  unfrequently,  was 
also  appropriated  as  a  prison  for  ecclesiastical  offenders. 

From  the  account  of  customs  of  the  port  of  Aberdeen,  which 
were  collected  by  the  magistrates,  under  the  authority  of  the  execu* 
tive  power,  for  the  year  from  1st  November,  1650,  to  1st  Novem- 
ber, I651i  it  appears,  that  73,S58  ells  of  plddenf  were  manufac- 
tured, and  exported  to  Campvere  and  Dantzic.  This  work  may, 
therefore,  be  reckoned  the  parent  of  all  the  subsequent  manufac- 
turing establishments  of  that  kind  in  the  town.  About  this  pe- 
riod we  may  be  allowed  to  date  the  origin  of  the  manufacture  of 
stockings,  which,  in  the  siibsequent  century,  acquired  so  much  repute 

9broadp 


*  Council  Register,  toI.  lii.  p.  301. 

t  Sir  Patrick  Drummond,  at  that  time  Conservator  in  Holland,  often  remarked,  that  Scotland 
was  more  obliged  to  the  town  of  Aberdeen,  for  returns  in  money  for  its  trade,  than  to  all  the  other 
towns  of  tlie  Isingdoau^^Philopoliieu/  History  cf  Aberdeen,  p.  M5.3 
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abaroadi  and  tended  not  only  to  enrich  many  of  the  citizens  who  em- 
barked in  thftt  branch  of  manufacturei  but  to  afford  constant  employ* 
menti  both  to  the  young  and  to  the  old,  who  were  employed  in  spin- 
ning the  raw  material^  and  knitting  the  stockings.  In  the  course  of 
the  last  mentioned  period^  415  dozens  of  pairs  of  these  were  exported 
to  Campvere^  Norway,  and  Dantzic 

In  the  year  1640,  Robert  Johnston,  Esq,  of  London,  a  native  of 
Aberdeen,  actuated  by  motives  of  benevolence,  with  a  view  to 
promote  industry  among  the  inhabitants,  devised,  by  his  last  will,  to 
the  magistrates  and  council,  the  sum  of  L.600  sterling,  'Which  he  or- 
dered to  be  applied  in  such  a  manner  as  to  enable  them  to  employ  the 
poor  people  of  the  town  in  trade  and  manufactures.  The  yearly 
profit  to  be  derived  therefrom  was  directed  to  be  appropriated  to  tl^ 
relief  of  the  aged  blinds  latne,  axid  ilnpotent  people  of  the  town* 
This  money  seems^  on.  frequent  occasions,  to  have  been  employed 
in  putdiasing  materials  for  various  branches  of  manu&ctureSi  and 
particularly  in  promoting  those  which  we  have  just  now  had  occa^ 
sion  to  mention. 

Salmon  and  pork  were,  at  this  time,  as  they  had  been  for  many 
previous  ages,  the  staple  commodities  of  Aberdeen.  These  articles 
were  exported  to  Holland,  France,  and  Spain,  on  a  pretty  extensive 
scale,  and  made  certain  and  prompt  returns  to  the  merchants. 
Salmon  were  Caught,  in  great  abundance,  in  the  rivers  Dee  and  Don, 
and  produced,  in  favourable  seasons,  upwards  of  1440  barrels.*  The 
curing  and  preparing  the  salmon  for  the  foreign  mwket  was  particu- 
larly attended  to  by  the  magistrates,  who  appointed  not  only  the 
coopers  that  were  employed  in  salting  and  packing  the  fish,  but  also  a 
person  to  mark  the  barrds  with  the  letters  abb.  before  they  were  ship* 
ped  for  expoortatioiL  By  these  means,  imptoper  practices  were  pre- 
vented, and  the  commodity,  being  known  by  that  distinguishing  mark, 
acquired  a  character  in  the  foreign  market.  After  the  union  of 
the  two  kingdoms,  salmon  caught  in  the  early  part  of  the  season 

L  1  2  •  found 


*  h  iMott^  eoHtaiiied  about  SM  jMnrnds  we^ht  of  tabnoli.    Tbe  Kuon  ceiattieiiees  ll8tb  De- 
cember, and  ends  19th  September. 
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found  a  ready  market  at  London.  The  fish  was  boiled,  and  pre- 
served with  vinegar,  and  exported  to  that  city  in  small  kits,  from 
time  to  time,  by  swift  sailing  smacks,  employed  for  the  purpose. 
Some  of  these  vessels  were  provided  with  wells,  in  which  the  fishes 
were  preserved  alive  till  they  arrived  at  London ;  but  this  did  not  al- 
ways answer  the  purpose  intended,  for  a  tedious  or  stormy  passage 
often  proved  fatal  to  the  cargo.  Towards  the  end  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  a  very  important  discovery  was  made^for  preserving  salmon 
in  a  fresh  state,  by  means  of  ice,  which  tended  very  much  to  increase 
the  demand  of  the  London  market,  and  greatly  to  enhance  the  value 
of  this  species  of  property. 

The  pork  of  Aberdeen  was  long  esteemed  in  the  foreign  market, 
not  only  on  account  of  its  intrinsic  quality,  but  from  the  care  and 
attention  which  was  bestowed  upon  it  by  the  coopers  in  curing  and 
packing  it.  For  centuries,  the  inhabitants  were  in  the  practice  of 
rearing  hogs ;  and  the  farmers  and  millers  in  the  county  had  gene- 
rally one  or  more  of  these  to  dispose  of.  They  were  purchased  by  the 
butchers  of  the  town,  killed  at  the  age  of  fifteen  or  eighteen  months, 
and  sold  to  the  coopers,  who  cured  the  pork  for  exportation.  The 
magistrates,  at  an  early  period,  established  salutary .  regulations  for 
this  branch  of  trade ;  and  an  officer  was  appointed,  under  their  au- 
thority, to  examine  the  quality  and  soundness  of  the  pork,  before  it 
was  delivered  to  the  purchaser,  or  allowed  to  be  removed  from  the 
market  place. 

Besides  these  articles,  there  were  considerable  exports  of  wool- 
fells,*  plaiden,  fingrams,  stuffs,  serges,  and  stockings.  The  imports 
consisted  principally  of  wines,  brandy,  sugar,  tobacco,  soap,  iron, 
slates,  warlike  stores,  and  manufactured  goods,  from  Holland,  Flan- 
ders, and  other  parts  of  the  continent  ;f  but  the  intercourse  with 
England  would  seem  to  have  been  very  inconsiderable. 

In 


*  Thirty  thousand  lamb  skins  were  said  to  have  been  exported^  in  one  year,  to  Dantzic. 

t  The  return  of  custcmis  and  excise  to  the  crown,  by  Aberdeen,  after  the  restoration,  was  esd* 
mated,  in  the  17th  century,  at  L.30,000,Scot8,  or  L.S,500  Sterling. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AKKALS    OF   ABERDEEK.  ^61 

The  shipping  belonging  to  the  port  of  Aberdeen  appears  to 
have  gradually  decayed^  in  consequence  of  the  civil  wars ;  and  the 
destruction  of  the  inhabitants,  by  the  plague,  proved  fatal  to  com- 
merce, which  did  not  revive  for  many  years.  In  the  year  1656,  the 
only  vessels  belonging  to  the  port  were,  one  of  80  tons  burden,  one 
of  70,  one  of  60,  three  of  50  tons  each,  two  of  80  tons  each,  and  one 
of  20;  in  all,  nine  vessels,  or  440  tons.*  In  the  year  1692,  there 
were  only  two  galliots  belonging  to  it,  of  80  tons  burden  each. 

In  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century,  a  company  was  established 
in  Scotland,  under  the  authority  of  an  act  of  parliament,  for  trading 
to  Africa  and  the  East  Indies,  known  by  the  name  of  the  African 
Company^  which  flattered  the  nation  with  unbounded  prospects  of 
extensive  trade  and  dominion.  Among  other  adventurers,  the  ma- 
gistrates of  Aberdeen  agreed  to  hold  a  share  in  it,  to  the  extent  of 
L.800  sterling,  for  behoof  of  the  community;  but  the  opposition 
made  to  this  undertaking  by  the  people  of  England,  and  the  dis- 
couragement which  it  met  with  from  King  William,  soon  blasted  all 
the  sanguine  expectations  of  the  proprietors.  In  a  few  years,  the 
company  was  dissolved,  and  the  town  of  Aberdeen  suffered,  among 
others.  On  the  passing  of  the  treaty  of  union,  in  1707,  a  part  of 
the  equivalent  was  voted  for  an  indemnification  to  this  company,  for 
its  heavy  losses,  and  the  magistrates  received  their  proportion  of  the 
money  which  had  been  appropriated  to  that  purpose,  f 

In  the  end  of  this  last  mentioned  year,  the  magistrates  and  some 
of  the  citizens  appear  to  have  been  embarked  in  a  more  lucrative 
adventure.  The  Levant  galley,  of  Amsterdam,  having  been  driven 
on  shore  by  a  violent  storm,  in  the  month  of  December,  was  unfor- 
tunately wrecked,  on  the  sands  of  Belhelvie,  about  five  miles  to  the 
north  of  the  town ;  but  the  captain  and  crew  were  saved.  The  ship, 
it  would  seem,  had  been  in  the  course  of  her  outward  passage  to  the 
East  Indies,  and  had  on  board  a  cargo  of  broad  cloths,  and  other  va- 
luable goods.  At  this  period,  perhaps,  the  preservation  of  property, 
in  this  critical  situation,  for  behoof  of  the  owners,  was  not  so  much 

regarded 


^  MS,  in  Advocated'  Libriu-^.  t  Council  Begiilter^  vol.  Ivii.  p.  5S4.  vol.  Iviii.  p.  71*  7^* 
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regarded  as  at  the  present  time ;  and,  tberdfore,  the  captain  was  in- 
duced, for  a  piece  of  motley,  to  dispose  of  the  ship  and  cargo  to  some 
of  the  merchants  <^  the  town.  As  soon  as  the  bargain  had  been  con- 
cluded, it  was  transferred  by  these  merchants  to  the  magistrates^  f€ff 
the  benefit  of  the  community,  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  L.200 
sterling,  which  was  paid  to  them  for  relinquishing  it.  The  Earl  of  £r- 
rol,  as  admiral  of  that  part  of  the  coast,  claimed  bis  salvage  for  the  ship 
and  cargo,  and  was  paid  by  the  magistrates  L.SOO  sterlings  on  this  ac- 
count ;  but  his  Lordship  was  pleased  to  return  L.50  sterling,  to  be 
applied  towards  erectipg  the  pier  at  Tony.  The  dyers  received 
L.105  lis.  l|d.  for  washing  and  cleaning  the  cloth,  which  was  sold 
at  7s.  6d.  the  yard.  The  profits  arising  from  this  adventure  were  or- 
dered, by  the  council,  to  be  invested  in  landed  property  ;*  but  what 
these  profits  were,  or.  how  they  were  applied,  we  have  not  been  in- 
formed. The  timber  saved  of  the  wreck  was  used  in  constructing 
the  wooden  head  of  the  south  pier,  and  in  covering  the.  platform  of 
the  Weigh-house. 

At  the  ffira  of  the  restoration,  the  post-offioe  of  Aberde^i  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  under  the  management  of  government.  It  had 
been  established  by  the  magistrates  in  the  end  <tf  the  sixteenth  cenr 
tury,  for  conveying  their  dispatdbes  to  and  from  Edinburgh,  and  other 
places  of  royal  residence.  The j  appointed  a  person  for  conductiag 
these  dispatches,  under  the  imme  of  the  council  post,  who  was  drea- 
sed  in  a  garment  of  blue  cloth,  with  the  town's  armorial  bearings,  in 
silver,  upon  the  right  sleeve.  In  the  year  1667,  they  established  a 
regular  post,  to  run  betwixt  Aberdeen  arid  Edinburgh,  twice  in  the 
week ;  to  leave  Edinburgh  on  Tuesday  and  Thursday,  and  Aberdeen 
on  Wednesday  and  Friday.  The  rate  of  postage  was  2s.  for  a  single 
letter,  4s.  for  a  double  letter,  and  5s.  for  a  packet  weighing  one 
ounce,  f  But,  at  this  period,  epistolary  correspondence  not  being  so 
extensive  as  in  modem  times,  the  revenue  derived  from  that  source 
was  very  inconsiderable ;  and  the  post-office  not  being  considered  as 
any  object  to  government,  was  confirmed  to  the  town  by  an  act  of 
the  privy  council.  To  this  department  there  was  annexed  the  addi- 
tional 


*  Council  Register^  vol  IviiL  p,  B6,  et  acq.  t  Ibid,  vol  liv.  p.  725.  727.  7S5. 
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tioiml  privilege  of  letting  bones  for  hire»  which  was  generally  &imed 
to  a  person  who  was  nsuallj  employed  in  that  line  of  business* 
After  the  magistrates  bad  formed  a  propo:  establishment  for  the 
past,  they  were  deprived  of  the  office  by  government ;  and  the 
conveying  of  letters  and  dispatches  was^  in  the  year  1674^  put 
under  the  direction  of  the  postmasters-general  of  Scotland^*  They 
were^  however^  stili  allowed  to  exercise  the  privilege  of  letting  horses 
for  hire  within  the  town ;  and  were  in  the  practice  of  fiurming  it  from 
year  to  year^  till  towards  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  osnfuiyy  when 
it  appears  to  have  been  .dropped* 

In  the  preceding  chapter  we  had  occasion  to  mark  the  dis- 
covery of  the  art  of  printing,  its  introduction  into  Scotland,  and  the 
establishment  of  a  printing-oflSce  at  Aberdeen.  On  the  death  of  Mr. 
Raban,  the  first  printer,  in  the  year  1649,  Mr,  James  Brown  was  ap- 
pointed his  successor,  by  the  magistrates  and  town  council,  on  the 
9th  of  the  subsequent  month  of  January,  with  the  same  emoluments 
which  his  predecessor  had  been  entitled  to  receive  from  the  town. 
He  printed  the  works  of  several  authcwrs  who  flourished  at  the  time.f 
On  his  death,  which  happened  in  the  year  1662,  John  Forbes,  sta- 
tioiier,  pnrdiased  from  Agnes  Rutherford,  his  widow,  the  whole 
types,  printing  presses,  and  apparatus,  which  had  belonged  to  her 
husband;  and,  on  the  2Sd  April,  that  year,  Mr.  Forbes  and  his 
san»  jointly^  were  «M>QiBted,  by  the  magistrates  and  council^  printers 
to  the  town  and  university,^  with  the  exclusive  i»rivilege  erf*  printing. 
As  an  encouragement  to  prosecute  the  business,  they  were  provided 
with  a  printing-office,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Castlestreet,  and  a 
dwelling  house,  rent  free;  j  and,  by  an  act  of  council,  all  merchants 
and  chapmen  were  prohibited  from  importing  into  the  town  any 
pa»phleta  or  small  books»  to  their  prejudicet  Some  years  subse- 
quent 


*  Caimc3  Register^  toI.  hr.  p.  561  ji  ct  seq. 

t  la  i63l>  be  printed  <'  Th/e  finm  and  oxifix  q£  tbt  CorcmatiQa  of  Qlmles  JL  b^  it  W9s  acted 
and  done  at  Soone^  the  Ist  January^  iG&h" 

t  Mr.  F«ri>ef  imA  m  salary  of  L.60  jw^  Smk  tb«  JKiBg^t  and  Marischal  College.— [CounctY  /?«« 
§  €ounca  Register,  wl  Hr.  p.  565. 
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queiit  to  this  appointment,  Andrew  Anderson,  fprinerly  a  printer  in 
Glasgow,  having  commenced  business  at  Edinburgh,  prevailed  on 
the  printers  in  this  city  to  apply  for  a  patent,  to  be  taken  out  in  his 
name,  by  which  they  were  to  be  jointly  vested  with  the  ofSice  of 
King's  printer.  .  Having  succeeded  in  their  application,  they,  in  the 
year  1671,  obtained  a  patent  so  extensive,  that  no  one  in  the  kingdom 
was  at  liberty  to  print  any  book,  from  a  bible  to  a  ballad,  without  a 
licence  from  Anderson.*  They  accordingly  availed  themselves  of  it, 
by  commencing  a  law-suit  against  all  the  printers  in  Scotland  for  en- 
croaching upon  their  rights ;  and  Mr.  Forbes,  among  others,  experi* 
enced  the  weight  of  their  action,  having  incurred  very  heavy  charges 
in  the  defence  of  his  privilege.  The  magistrates,  however,  conceiving 
that  this  was  an  infringement  of  their  right,  interposed,  and  main- 
tained his  privilege,  in  opposition  to  the  patent.  On  this  Anderson, 
in  February,  1672,  wrote  them  upon  the  subject  a  very  satisfactory 
letter,!  in  which  he  and  the  other  printers  most  readily  dispensed 

with 


*  Watson's  History  of  Printing,  Preface,  p.  11,  et  seq. 

t  **  My  Lord  Provost— Ther  has  been  ane  misrepresentame  of  ane  gift  grantit  by  his  Majes* 
tie  to  me  and  my  partners,  in  qch  I  am  aUowed  the  priviledge  of  being  printer  for  the  kingdome, 
insinuating  that  I  have  ingrosed  aU  printing  and  selling  of  books  in  my  own  hands,  contrar  to  the 
libertie  of  prenters  and  booksellers,  if  they  had  any,  and  to  eztorse  th^  leidges  with  exorbitant 
pryces,  and  to  discharge  importing  of  books  for  public  or  privat  use ;  all  which  is  fidse  and  aaelis, 
for  ther  was  never  such  thing  intendit  by  me  or  my  partners,  against  any  man  who  hes  served  to 
the  art  of  printing,  or  to  any  bookseller,  they  behaving  themselves  regularlie  to  the  laws  of  the 
kingdome,  and  being  frie  of  aU  impeachment  upon  his  Majestie's  honor  or  prerogatives.  Therfor, 
my  Lord,  wit  ye  me  to  dispens  with  my  brother,  John  Forbes,  notwithstanding  of  that  gift,  to  print 
all  the  coppies  that  sail  occurr  or  come  to  his  hands  from  your  Lordi^,  or  any  other  particular  per- 
sone  within  or  without  the  citie  of  Aberdeen,  being  licentiate  by  your  Lojpf),  my  Lord  Bishope,  or 
inferior  Clergie,  excepting  such  books  as  I  have  prented  besyde  me,  or,  efter  intima%  such  as  I 
am  to  prent;  all  these  premii)i^^  ar  oondescendit  upon  by  your  printer  and  me,  with  consent  of  my 
partners ;  and  for  mor  verifica''  of  my  consent  y^unto,  lett  ther  presents  be  insert  in  your  toun's 
books,  therein  to  stand,  adfuturam  ret  memoriam.  Without  doubt,  it  hes'  cost  your  printer  much 
expenss  in  attending  this  business;  but  tuo^lyns  from  your  Lopf  might  have  saifit  this  travell, 
which  hes  bien  so  pleged  by  him,  that  no  rest  could  be  aUowed  to  me  or  my  partners,  till  we  hade 
fullie  aggreid ;  and  this  wes  without  prejudice  to  the  priviledges  of  the  dty,  colladges,  or  printer 
of  Aberdeen.  I  owe  and  de83rre  to  be  craved  debitor  to  your  Lopl^,  and  tonne  of  Aberdeen,  for  my 
service  and  respects.    I  am,  my  Lord,  your  most  humble  servant, 

"  Andro  Andsrsoni.  «  Thomab  Brown. 

"  David  Frsnch.  "  Grorob  Suintoun.** 

''  Jambs  Glbn.  CmtcU  RegiHer,  voL  Iv.  p.  S&t.  . 
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with  their  patenti  so  far  as  it  interfered  with  Mr.  Forbes'  right,  and 
allowed  him,  or  any  other  printer,  who  might  be  licensed  by  the  ma- 
gistrates,  by  the  bishop,  or  the  inferior  clergy,  to  print  any  book  what- 
ever, except  such  works  as  had  been  executed,  and  were  not  dis- 
posed of,  by  the  patentees.  The  law-suit  being,  therefore,  aban- 
doned, Mr.  Forbes  continued  to  carry  on  the  business  upon  a  pretty 
extensive  scale,  without  further  molestation.  He  was  among  the 
first  Scottish  printers  who  were  possessed  of  music  types;  and 
printed,  in  the  year  1666,  a  Collection  of  Cantos  and  Songs,  set  to 
music,  with  a  brief  introduction  to  the  art,  as  taught  by  Thomas 
Davison,  in  the  music  school  of  Aberdeen ;  which  work  he  re-printed, 
in  the  year  1682.*  Mr.  Forbes,  in  the  course  of  his  business, 
unfortunately  incurred  the  displeasure  of  his  patrons,  in  the  year 
1683,  by  publishing  a  pamphlet  on  Medicine,  in  which  there  were  re- 
flections thrown  upon  the  conduct  of  some  of  the  physicians  and  sur-^ 
geons  of  the  town,  and,  for  this  offence,  was  subjected  to  the  cen- 
sure of  the  magistrates,  f  He  was  the  earliest  publisher,  in  Scotland, 
of  an  almanack,  commencing  in  the  year  1677,  under  the  title  of  a 
^*  New  Prognostication^  calculated  for  North  Britain  ;^^\  which  was,  embel- 
lished by  the  armorial  bearings  of  Aberdeen  on  the  title  page.  *  This 
work  he  continued  to  publish  annually,  until  the  year  1700 ;  but  it 
soon  attracted  the  attention,  not  only  of  Mr.  Anderson's  widow,  who, 
in  the  right  of  her  husband's  patent,  was  now  the  king's'  printer  in 
Edinburgh,  but  also  of  certain  other  printers  ;  and  became  an  object 
of  their  jealousy  and  rivalship.  They  reprinted  it,  without  Mr.  For- 
bes' permission,  and  counterfeited  the  arms  of  the  town,  which  they 
also  affixed  to  their  publication.  On  this  he  was  advised  to  present 
a  complaint  to  the  lords  of  the  privy  council,  charging  these  prin- 
ters with  having  deprived  him  of  his  right,  and  suitable  reparation  was 

Mm  awarded 


*  Mr.  Forbes  printed  these  small  Latin  Authors,  QiMPdom  P.  FirgilU  MaranUJlpigrammata,  cum 
Morelo,  ij^.^^Comparationes  lAngim  LatmB^  in  utum  siudiosa  JuvenluHs,  tU  docentur  in  Scholis 
Crammaticit. 

t  Council  Register,  voL  Ivii.  p.  73. 

%  Of  this  work  Mr.  Forbes  generally  published  50,000  copies  annually;  for  each  of  which  he 
reoeiyed  apiocifc,  or  one  third  of  an  English  penny.— |[F<mitoi»Aa/r^  Dec.  vol.  i.  p.  273.] 
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awarded  to  him  for  the  injury.*  Some  years  afterwards^  this  little 
work  was  attacked  by  James  Faterson,  weaver  in  Dublin^  w^th  scurri- 
lous observations  and  indecent  caricaturas,  whidi  Mr,  Forbes  an- 
swered with  this  apposite  proverb^  ^  Afumer  not  a  fool  aocording  to  his 
foUyj  lest  thou  be  like  unto  h$m.*^f  He  died  about  the  year  1705|  and 
was  succeeded  in  the  office  of  printer  to  the  town  and  university,  by 
Margaret  Cuthbert,  his  widow. 

After  the  commencement  of  the  civil  wars,  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
I.  the  art  of  printing  made  no  progress  in  Scotland,  and  it  cannot  be 
supposed  that,  for  many  years,  it  was  a  lucrative  business  to  those 
who  were  embarked  in  it  During  those  civil  commotions^  the  party 
in  power  endeavoured  to  crush,  by  every  means^  the  freedom  of  the 
press.  In  the  year  1648,  the  committee  of  estates  passed  an  act,  pro- 
hibiting the  printing,  under  the  pain  ofdeathj  any  book,  declaration, 
or  writing,  until  these  were  first  submitted  to  their  revisal,4l  Upon  the 
restoration,  the  prohibition  was  renewed  against  printing^  without  li- 
cence 


*  Fountainhall's  Dec  vol.  i.  p.  27S. 

"  EDiNBtrnm,  dSih  #^Feiirutfry^  l684.^Tke  Lards  «r  his  M^tj^«  r^  honounble  Trifj 
Council  having  considered  the  lybel  and  complaint  persued  by  John  Forbes^  printer  in  Aberdeen^ 
against  Agnes  Campbell^  his  Majesty's  printer,  and  Patrick  Tailzie,  now  her  spouse,  for  his  in- 
terest; and  Robert  Sanders,  prfnter  in  Oksgow;  for  n  ii^ry  de^e  Idm  inTCpifatiBg  die  AIrhkukIe 
of  Aberdeen,  printed  by  him;  and  the  taid  fiobert  9Raderis  iiot  on^  xe^pmtiiy  thereof,  bnttmui- 
terfeitxng  and  affixing  die  Anna  of  Aberdeen  therelD;  with  the  Defenders*  answers  to  the  conylaiaty 
and  Report  of  a  Committee  of  their  number,  to  whom  the  consideradon  of  that  affair  was  remitted; 
Do  find  'diat  the  said  John  Fmbes  hath  been  in  use  and  possession  of  printing  yeaily  an  Almanack, 
as  printer  to  the  tomi  aad  imivM-sfity  o^ Aberdeen:  aodj  Aocfon;,  alhym  and  aiili»DciieB  him  to 
continue  to  print  the  aaid  Abeideen  Almaxiackt  as  be  hath  fonnerly  been  in  use  to  do ;  4Bid  dis- 
charges the  said  Agnes  Campbell,  Robert  Sander^  or  any  other  printers  in  this  kingdon^  to  reprint 
the  same,  at  any  time,  or  to  affik  die  Town  of  Aberdeen*^  Arms  thereto,  in  aD  time  coming,  as 
tfaey  wiU  be  answerable.        Eztraeted  by  me, 

*'  Sic  Sub.  Will.  Paterbon,  Or.  StL  ConiiUL" 

t  Prognostication  for  i685. 

%  Theiibeity  ofdupresihadbeenpntaslaiiH  «evenl  yeavt  bcAw,  bylheiriiaiving  act:— 
«*  AtEdmbvgh,  the  «6t]i  J«ae^  1«46  jwea^Tlie  CadutAee  affiatrfutaUiigi^ 
tion  the  prejudices  the  publick  service  may  suffer,  throw  the  uncontrolled  liboties  thsl  yriiHiia  tak 
to  thameselfes.  To  print  anie  books,  declarations,  or  other  paipers  q^somevir^  that  «r  presented  to 
thame.  And  fand  it  necessary,  at  this  tyme,  that  some  care  war  takin  for  ordering  the  course  of 
printing.  Doe,  thercibre,  cnftand,  diachaqgc^  and  iahibita  all  aad  ^nmmr  fprinton,  ar«lii«8,  kaTing 
charge  of  printing  ime^  or  pveaae^  That  nana  pwaamr^  awr  tak  apana  kuL  ta  print  wmtbiMkf, 
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cence  from  the  king^  the  parliament^  or  privy  council ;  and  those 
who  presumed  to  publish  seditious  books,  or  had  them  in  their  pos- 
session^ were  punished  with  the  utmost  rigour.  Gazettes,  or  news- 
papers, were,  in  particular,  prohibited  from  being  published,  till  they 
had  been  revised  by  the  bishop  of  Edinburgh.  * 

In  Scotland  the  arts  and  sciences  were  yet  in  their  infancy, 
and  artists  were  scarcely  known.  Aberdeen,  however,  a)uld  boast  of 
having,  at  an  eaiiy  period,  given  birth  to  the  only  distinguished 
painter  who  flourished  in  the  country  at  the  time,  and  was  deservedly 
called  the  Apelles  of  Scotland. 

George  Jameson  was  bom,  at  Aberdeen,  about  the  latter  end  of 
the  sixteenth  century,  the  son  of  Andrew  Jameson,  burgess  of  guild, 
by  Marjory  Anderson,  bis  spouse,  who  was  the  daughter  of  David 
Anderson,  one  of  the  mi^istrates  of  the  town.  He  was  endowed  by 
nature  with  an  uncommon  genhis  for  portrait  painting,  whidi  he 
discovered  at  an  early  period  of  life.  After  passing  through  the 
usual  course  of  education  at  the  schools,  and  the  college  of  the  place, 
he  went  abroad,  and  studied  at  Antwerp,  being  fellow  student  with 
Vandyck,  under  the  celebrated  Subens.  Having  made  consider- 
able proficiency  in  the  art,  he  returned  to  his  native  city  about  the 
year  1620,  f  where  he  prosecuted  portrait  painting,  and  married  a 
lady  of  the  name  of  Isobell  Tosh,  by  whom  he  had  several  sons  and 
daughters.  Although  he  was  chiefly  eminent  for  portraits,  which 
were  generally  about  the  size  of  life,  yet  he  not  unfrequently  applied 
his  talent  to  miniature,  and  also  to  history  and  landscape.  Every 
subject  that  passed  under  his  pencil  ha^  aU  the  life,  proportion,  and 

M  m  2  delicacy 


dedaTations,  or  othor  paipen  q^smne^,  untill.  first  they  present  thame  befoir  the  Comittee  of  Estaits, 
Hnder  Ae  pane  of  death.  And  ordisid  poUicatioa  to  be  naid  helrof  at  the  mercait  croce  of  Edin- 
lorgh,  and  other  plaoee  ncidfull;  ftairduow  aaae  pneliend  %iioraiiee  y^of. 

''Eztnactom  Arcr.  Paiiikrossb^  Clk" 

*  Fountainhall's  Dea  voL  i  p.  7^* 

t  His  residence  was  on  the  west  side  of  the  town.  In  the  year  1635,  he  obtained,  from  the 
magistrates,  a  lease,  ^during  his  13e,  of  the  ground  called  the  Playfield,  where  the  citisens,  in  an« 
dent  times,  performed  comedies.  This  he  inclosed,  and  pUmted  with  shrubbery,  at  his  own  ex« 
penee.  It  was  afterwards  given  ofi^,  in  feu,  to  John  Akxander,  his  son-in-law.^Cowict*/  RegUier, 
voL  lii.  p.  206.  vol.  liii  p.  36.]] 
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delicacy,  which  are    requisite  to  establish  the  reputation  of  an 
artist. 

When  King  Charles  visited  Scotland,  in  the  year  1633,  the  ma- 
gistrates of  Edinburgh  employed  Jameson  to  make  paintings  of  the 
Scottish  monarchs,  which  pleased  so  much  his  Majesty's  taste,  that 
he  sat  to  him  for  his  portrait,  and  rewarded  him  with  a  diamond  ring 
from  his  finger.  It  is  remarkable,  that  Jameson  always  painted  his 
own  portrait  with  his  hat  upon  his  head,  probably  in  imitation  of  his 
master  Rubens ;  or,  perhaps,  by  his  having  been  permitted  to  take 
that  liberty  when  Charles  sat  to  him  for  his  portrait. 

His  reputation  as  a  painter  being  established,  he  painted  many 
portraits  of  King  Charles,  and  of  King  James  VI.  as  well  as  of  the 
most  eminent  men  who  flourished  in  the  beginning  of  the  seven- 
teenth century  ;  and  many  of  his  works  are  to  be  found  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  principal  families  in  Scotland,  at  the  present  time. 
The  greatest  collection  of  these  works  is  at  Taymouth,  the  seat  of 
the  Earl  of  Breadalbane,  whose  ancestor.  Sir  John  Campbell  of 
Glenorchy,  had  been  the  chief  and  earliest  patron  of  Jameson,  who 
had  accompanied  him  in  his  travels  abroad. 

All  Jameson's  sons  died  in  early  life.  One  of  his  daughters, 
Marjorie,  was  married  to  Mr.  John  Alexander,  advocate;  but  we 
have  not  been  informed  of  any  thing  which  relates  to  their  offspring. 
His  daughter,  Mary,  whose  numerous  descendants  are  now  living,  was 
first  married  to  Mr.  Burnett  of  Elrick,  in  the  county  of  Aberdeen ; 
afterwards  to  James  Gregory,  the  celebrated  mathematician;  and  lastly 
to  Mr.  George  iEdie,  one  of 'the  magistrates  of  Aberdeen ;  by  all  of 
whom  she  had  children.  Many  of  the  descendants  of  the  two  first  mar- 
riages have  numerous  families,  in  the  most  respectable  ranks  of  life. 

Mary,  who  appears  to  have  inherited  a  portion  of  her  father's 
genius,  displayed  her  taste  in  needle-work.  Some  specimens  of 
her  work,  Jephtha^s  rash  vow,  Susannah  and  the  Elders,  &c.  done  in 
compartments,  now  decorate  the  east  end  of  St.  Nicholas  church, 
over  the  magistrates'  gallery,  where  they  have  remained  for  many 
years. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Jameson  died  in  Edinburgh,  in  the  year  1644,  possessed  of  a 
moderate  fortune,  which  he  had  acquired  by  his  industry,  and  left  to 
his  three  daughters.  He  was  buried  in  the  Grayfriar's  church-yard, 
but  no  monument  distinguishes  the  place  of  his  interment. 

Among  other  eminent  characters  who  were  natives  of  Aberdeen, 
and  flourished  during  this  period,  we  have  to  mention  James  Gre- 
gory, who  has  been  just  noticed ;  the  son  of  Mr.  John  Gregory,  minis- 
ter of  Drumoak,  by  Janet  Anderson,  his  spouse,  who  was  the  daughter 
of  Mr.  David  Anderson*  of  Finzeauch.  Mr.  Gregory  was  born  in 
November,  1688 ;  and  was  endowed  with  a  genius  for  paathematics, 
which  he  early  discovered.  He  prosecuted  his  studies  at  Marischal 
College,  where  he  made  considerable  proficiency  in  that  science. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-four,  he  published  the  Optica  Promota^  a  work 
of  great  merit,  in  which  he  announced  the  invention  of  the  reflect- 
ing telescope.  This  being  one  of  the  most  valuable  of  modern  dis- 
coveries, established  his  reputation  in  the  scientific  world.  After 
the  publication  of  this  work,  he  visited  Italy,  and  fixed  his  residence, 
for  some  years,  at  Padua,  where  he  published,  in  1667,  Vera  Circuity 
et  Hyperboles  Quadrdtura^  which  contained  another  discovery  of  his 
own,  namely,  the  invention  of  an  infinitely  converging  series,  for  the 
areas  of  the  circle  and  hyperbole.  On  his  return  to  England,  he  was 
chosen  a  Fellow  of  the  Boyal  Society.  In  the  year  1668,  he  was  ap- 
pointed professor  of  mathematics  in  the  university  of  St.  Andrew's ; 
and,  some  years  afterwards,  was  called  to  the  mathematical  chair  in 
the  univiersity  of  Edinburgh.  He  had  not  filled  the  oflftce  above  a 
year,  when,  in  October,  1673,  being  employed  in  shewing  some  of  his 
pupils  the  satellites  of  Jupiter  through  a  telescope,  he  was  suddenly 
struck  with  total  bhndness,  and  died,  a  few  days  after,  at  the  age 
of  thirty-seven. 

David 


*  Mr.  Anderson  possessed  an  eztnunrdinary  genius  for  mechanical  science.  In  the  year  I6I8  he 
removed  an  immense  stone^  called  Knock  Maitland,  which  lay  in  the  middle  of  the  entry  to  the  har« 
bour  of  Aberdeen,  and  was  a  dangerous  obstruction  to  shipping.  The  expense  of  the  instruments 
and  apparatus  for  the  undertaking  was  300  merks»  which  were  contributed  by  the  shipmasters,  by 
the  burgesses  of  guilds  and  by  the  corporations  of  artificers  of  the  town.  He  was  also  architect  at 
constructing  the  steeple  of  St  Nicholas  Churchy  and  placed  the  weather-cock  upon  it  with  his  own 
haaai.'^CQuncil  Register,  vol.  zlviiL  p.  469.] 
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Darid  Gregory,  his  nephew,  also  a  native  of  Aberdeen,  was  bom 
in  the  year  1661.  He  was  eminently  distinguished  for  his  genius, 
and  science  in  mathematics,  and  completed  his  education  at  the  uni* 
versity  of  Edinburgh,  where  his  promising  merit  was  the  means  of 
promoting  him  to  the  mathematical  chair.  He  published,  in  the 
same  year,  "  Exercitatio  Geametrica  de  Dimensione  Figurarum;  sive 
Specimen  Methodi  Genercdis  dimetendi  qtiusvis ^figuras.'*  In  1691,  on  the 
report  of  Br.  Bernard's  intention  of  resigning  the  Savilian  professor- 
ship of  astronomy  at  Oxford,  he  went  to  London,  and  being  patro- 
nized by  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  and  warmly  befriended  by  Mr.  Flam- 
stead,  the  astronomer-royal,  he  obtained  the  vacant  professorship,  f<>r 
which  Dr.  Halley  was  a  competitor.  This  rivalship,  however,  in- 
stead of  animosity,  laid  the  foundation  of  friendship  between  these 
eminent  men ;  and  HaUey  soon  after  became  the  colleague  of  Gre- 
gory, by  obtaining  the  professorship  of  geometry  in  the  same  uni- 
versity. 

In  1698,  Mr.  Gregory  published,  in  the  Philosophical  Transac- 
tions, a  resolution  of  the  Florentine  problem,  ^  De  Testudine  veli^ 
formi  quadribiU;''  and  he  continued  to  communicate  to  the  public, 
from  time  to  time,  many  ingenious  mathematical  papers,  by  the 
same  channel.  In  169^  he  printed,  at  Oxford,  ^  Cafoptricee  et  Diop^ 
trictB  SphericcB  Ekmenkt.'^  In  1702,  Mr.  Gregory  published,  at  Ox- 
ford, ^  AstronomoB  Physiew  6t  Geometricee  Ekmenta;^  a  work  which  is 
accounted  his  master-piece.  He  engaged,  soon  after,  with  his  col- 
league Halley,  in  the  publication  of  the  Conies  of  ApoUonius  t  but 
he  had  proceeded  only  a  little  way  in  this  undertaking,  when  he  died, 
in  the  forty-ninth  year  of  his  age,  at  Maidenhead,  in  Berkshire,  in 
the  year  1710. 

While  the  citizens  were  suffering  amidst  the  distresses  occa- 
sioned by  the  civil  war,  they  were  visited  by  that  grievous  calamity 
the  plague,  which  first  made  its  appearance  at  Fitmuckstone,  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  town,  in  the  month  of  April,  1647.  This  contagious 
disease  had  been  brought  to  that  place  by  a  woman  who  laboured 
under  it,  and  had  come  from  Brediin,  where  it  was  raging.  By  her 
intercourse  with  some  of  the  inhabitants,  the  contagion  was  commu- 
nicated. 
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nicated,  spread  with  rapidity  over  the  town»  and  carried  off  daily 
great  numbers  of  the  inhabitants.    In  the  month  c^  September^  it 
had  not  abated  its  virulence,  for  the  magistrates,  probably  seized  with 
the  dread  of  the  infection,  deemed  it  prudent  to  hold  the  meeting  of 
the  town  council,  for  the  annual  election,  at  Gilcomstone  ;  and  from 
that  time  till  the  subsequent  month  of  January,  there  was  no  divine 
service  performed  in  the  church.     Meanwhile,  those  who  were  af- 
flicted with  the  disease  wiere  removed  to  huts,  constructed  of  wood, 
as  hospitals  for  their  reception,  in  the  links,  and  at  the  Woolmanhill; 
where  they  were  confined^  and  restrained,  by  a  military  guard,  from 
mixing  with  the  other  inhabitants,  under    pain   of  the   severest 
punishment.    That  this  might  not  be  deemed  an  empty  threaten- 
^^gy  a  gibbet  was  erected,  at  the  court  de  guards  for  the  immediate 
execution  of  offenders.    In  those  hospitals,  the  patients  were,  at- 
tended by  several  persons  employed  by  the  magistrates,  under  the 
name  of  changers^  who  prescribed  to  them  such  remedies  as  were 
known  at  the  time.     But  the  contagious  disease  appears  to  have 
baffled  all  their  skill ;  no  fewer  than  1600  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town,  and  140  in  the  villages  of  Futtie  and  Torrie,  having  fallen 
victims  to  its  fury.*    The  bodies  of  those  who  died  in  the  links 
were  buried  in  trenches,  on  the  east  side  of  the  present  rope  works, 
and  many  others  in  the  grounds  near  the  windmill,  and  at  the 
east  end  of  the  CastlehiU,  as  well  as  in  the  Grayfriar's  croft.     In 
the  month  of  November,   1648,  the  disease  had  not  entirely  dis- 
appeared.    During  this   distressful  period,   the   magistrates   were 
peoesttitated  to  provide  meana  for  the  support  of  the  indigent  inha- 
bitants, who  were  under  the  infection ;  and  the  public  funds  being 
exhausted,  they  were  compelled  to  have  recourse  to  the  gentry 
of  the  county  for  pecuniary  aaBistanGe«  f    This  is  the  last  time  the 

plague 


•  Craaca  R^fister,  w>L  liii.  p.  19Q,  et  seqi  ■  <jOHhn'<  Hiiiogy,  voL  ti.  p.  SM. 

t  Xreaaurp  aad  GuOdry  Acomiptai 

Extncts  finran  the  Trearary  and  "Guildry  Aceounts^  of  the  cxpence  iacnrredfbr  die  relief  of  the 
t  during  the  time  of  the  pestilenoe. 

1647-^December 
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plague  raged  in  Aberdeen,  after  which,  it  would  seem  that  the  le- 
prosy also  had  abated  its  virulence,  and  had  gradually  disappeared. 

But  these  were  not  the  only  calamities  which  the  citizens  had  to 
endure  in  this  age.  Towards  the  close  of  the  seventeenth  century, 
they  were  visited  by  famine,  and  experienced  many  of  its  horrors. 
The  year  1695  was  remarkable  for  stormy  and  rainy  weather  during 
the  season  of  harvest.  The  crop  was  materially  damaged,  and 
scarcity  and  dearth  were  the  natural  consequences.  The  magis- 
trates, to  alleviate  the  distresses  of  the  citizens,  made  great  exer- 
tions to  procure  cqm  from  various  quarters,  and  deputed  two  of 
their  number  to  repair  to  the  south  country  for  that  purpose ;  but 
they  could  only  obtain  500  bolls  of  wheat,  which  were  but  a  tempo- 
rary relief.  Many  of  the  inhabitants  perished  by  want  of  sustenance, 
and  800  common  brewers  were  reduced  to  indigence.  The  three 
subsequent  years  were  equally  unfavourable,  and  the  crops  ex- 
tremely deficient,  owing  to  storms  and  rain  during  the  season  of 
harvest.  In  the  year  1698,  the  magistrates  purchased,  at  the  ex-. 
pence  of  the  community,  considerable  quantities  of  meal,  in  different 
places ;  yet  these  did  not  supply  the  demands  of  the  inhabitants, 

many 


1647 
Dec.  9.  To  James  Graham^  deanger,  for  his  services  and  attendance  on  the  people 
...  James  Campbell^  ditto  ditto  » 

...  JcHm  Barclay,  ditto  ditto        •  « 

...  George  Watt,  ditto  ditto 

...  Ezpence  of  buiying  the  dead,  and  for  37,000  turfi  to  cover  their  graves, 

and  carriage  .  •  •  • 

...  Expence  of  wood,  for  huts,  in  the  Links,  Castlehill,  &c        • 
...  Ezpence  of  constructmg  a  Couri  de  Guard  in  the  Links  • 

...  Ditto,  of  a  double  treejbr  a  gibbet,  and  for  erecting  it 
...  Ditto,  of  a  pair  of  joggis  upon  it,  and  ten  fathoms  of  ropes 
...  Captain  John  Duff,  and  the  military^  for  guards        •  » 

.  •  Expence  of  rodn,  vin^ar,  and  medicines  • 

...  Ditto,  for  meal,  and  baking  it  into  bread  for  the  poor  people  p 

...  Sir  William  Forbes  of  Craigievar,  for  300  bolls  of  meal,  at  L.5  the  boU 
...  Lady  Marischal,  for  meal  .  «  • 
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many  of  whom  died  on  the  streets.*  The  price  of  a  boll  of  bear 
was  L.12,  and  of  meal  L.10  13s.  4d.  It  is  a  remarkable  circumstance, 
that  the  same  scarcity  and  dearth  prevailed  in  the  country  during 
the  last  years  of  the  sixteenth  century. 

Among  other  extraordinary  occurrences  in  the  town,  in  the  course 
of  this  period,  there  may  be  mentioned,  the  deaths  of  two  chief  ma- 
gistrates, while  in  office.  WiUiam  Gray,  who  had  been  provost  sub- 
sequently to  Michaelmas,  in  the  year  1661,  having  died,  in  the  month 
of  January,  1668,  was  buried  with  military  honours.  As  a  mark  of 
respect  for  his  memory,  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  citizens  as- 
sembled, under  arms,  and  accompanied  the  funeral  to  the  church- 
yard, where  they  fired  three  voUies  over  the  grave,  f  Gilbert  Gray, 
who  had, .  on  repeated  occasions,  filled  the  office  of  provost,  having 
died,  in  the  month  of  August,  1667,  two  hundred  of  the  citizens, 
to  testify  their  regard  for  his  memory,  accompanied  the  funeral,  un- 
der arms,  to  the  grave,  over  which  they  fired  three  voUies.  The  great 
guns  belonging  to  the  town  were  also  fired,  both  previous  and  sub- 
sequently to  the  interment  $ 

In  the  time  of  peace,  the  good  order  and  police  of  the  town  ap- 
pears to  have  been  weU  regulated,  as  far  as  the  authority  of  the  ma- 
gistrates could  be  exercised.  The  wages  of  tradesmen,  porters,  and 
domestic  servants,  as  weU  as  the  prices  of  provisions  that  were  sold 
in  the  public  markets,  were  fixed  by  acts  of  the  town  council,  which 
were  frequently  renewed.  For  the  protection  and  safety  of  the  in- " 
habitants  during  the  night  time,  a  number  of  the  citizens  were  ap- 
pointed alternately,  as  a  watch ;  but  they  had  no  remuneration  for 
their  service,  being  obliged,  when  required  by  the  magistrates,  to 
watch  and  ward,  on  every  occasion.  The  citizens  were,  by  the  mu- 
nicipal laws  of  the  borough,  ordained  to  give  due  attendance  in  the 
church,  every  Sunday,  imder  the  penalty  of  L.IO;  and  prohibited 
from    harbouring  strangers,  or  extraneous  beggars,    within   their 

N  n  houses, 


•  Counca  R^;i8ter,  vol  Ivii.  p.  524.  544.  62i.  645.  686. 

t  Council  B^ster^  voL  lir.  p.  410.  t  Ibid*  vol.  Iv.  p.  $3. 
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houses^  under  the  penalty  of  L.20 ;  while  cuners^  stvmrers^  and  those 
who  took  the  name  of  God  in  vaiiv  especiaiLy  on  the  public  street&» 
were  subject  to  ponishmeat^  at  the  dtscvetion  of  the  magiatrates. 

The  streets  within  the  ports,  at  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth 
century^  were,  the  Castlegate^  Broadgat^  Giallowgaite,  Upperkhrk^te^ 
Guestraw^*  parts  of  the  Netherkbrkgate^f  and  Shipraw.  Without  the 
ports,  were  the  Green,  SdioolhiU,  Bubbieraw,  aiad  parts  of  the  Ke* 
therkirkgate^  and  Shipraw ;  the  Correction-wynd^  Back-vynd^^  ^'^ 
Futachieside*  These  streets  were  not  cfnky  kept  dean  bf  acavenn 
gers,  who  were  appointed  by  the  mi^tra(fces>  but  the  dirt  and  fidlae 
removed  from  the  town  every  xnoming. 

The  population  of  Aberdeen,  at  different  peribds,  during  this  age, 
may  be  ascertained,  with  tolerable  precision,  from  the  parish  register 
of  baptisms,  to  which  we  have  already  had  occasion  to  resort  for  in- 
formation  on  thi&  subject.  From  the  annexed  table  of  births,  made  up 
from  that  register,  it  may  be  observed,  that,  for  thirteen  years  preced- 
ing the  year  1644,  the  annual  average  of  births  was  127.62  males,  and 
120.84  females ;  the  total  number  being  248.46.  Assuming,  therefore, 
according  to  our  former  ptincijdei^  tixe  ammaik  avenge  <)£  births  as 
the  S5tb  part  of  the  popuhthm,  we  may  be  allowed  to  eatinate  the 
whole,  at  the  eoA  of  the  year  1643,  to  have  been  8tr50.  For  the  de- 
cade^ from  the  year  1648  to  1657,  both  inelnahrev  the  ammel  averqpe 
of  births  was  5342.  From  166d  to  1668^  both  inchiaive,  the  amraal 
average  of  bfarths  waa  only  205wl.  From  tine,  yev  1661  to  1678^ 
220.1 ;  from  1679  to  1688»  194.4;  from  the  year  16a&to^  1686^  182; 
and  from  1699  to  1708).  both  inclusive^  we  find  tbet  the  aBimal 


*  The  bouses  oivthe  west  side  of  Ae  Guestraw  belonged  td  the  more  req>ectable  inbabitants; 
and  having'  superior  accommodatioir  to  tbose  in-  Ae  other  parts'  oF  the  town,  wero.  generally  appn^ 
priated  to  atrangcm  of  EOB^pecCiMit^  wkm  ibey  occananalJ^  wOflt  the  t«ifm  ttncrlfcis  stveet 
denved  the  name  of  Guestraw. 

t  These  streets  were  properly  called  gates,  from  the  circumstance  of  there  being  a  port,  or  gate, 
near  the  extremity  of  each,  except  the  Breadgatc,  iMA:  in»  distirfpiished,  in  ancient  times,  as  a  con« 
tinuation  of  the  Gallowgate. 

t  The  Back-wynd  was  kid  out  by  the  Magistrates^  and  opened  in  the  year  1594 ;  and  the  Cor* 
rection^wynd  about  the  year  l696. 
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average  was  only  155.9;  which  would  make  the  population,  at  this 
period,  to  have  been  only  5556.5. 

The  inference  to  be  drawn  from  these  circumstances  is,  that  the 
population  of  Aberdeen  had  been  gradually  increasing,  previous  to  the 
commencement  of  the  civil  war;  and  that,  subsequently  to  that 
event,  it  had  decreased,  in  the  same  manner,  towards  the  epocha  of 
the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms.  On  the  whole,  the  population  of 
the  town,  in  the  year  1648,  may  be  estimated  to  have  been  9000 ; 
and,  at  the  union,  only  6000  persons,  of  all  ages. 

We  shall  annex  to  this  chapter,  a  table  of  the  prices  of  provisions, 
and  other  commodities ;  and  also  of  the  fiars  of  the  county  of  Aber- 
deen, for  certain  years  of  this  period,  extracted  from  the  records  of 
the  Sheriff  Court ;  with  the  other  tables,  to  whidi  we  have  had  occa- 
sion to  refer,  in  the  course  of  this  section  of  the  chapter. 


K  n )(  TABLE 
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TABLE   OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  FVNDSj 

DEVISED  IN  MORTMAIN,   BT  BENEYOLENT  INDIVIDUALS, 

FOR  CHARITABLE  PURPOSES,  AND   PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS, 

IN    THE    COURSE   OF  THE   SEVENTEENTH   CENTURY | 
Of  which  the  Magitiraies  and  Town  Council  are  Trustees  and  Guardians. 


Merks 
Scottish. 
1617    Dr.  Duncan  Liddel,  for  Professor  of  Mathematics,  besides  the  Lands  of  Pit- 

medden  ....  12,000 

Dr.  James  Cargil,  for  four  Bursaries  at  the  College  -  «  4,000 

Mr.  Patrick  Copland,  for  the  Professor  of  Divinity        ditto        •  4,000 

David  Chalmerlane  ditto  •  •  •  1,000 

John  Johnston,  for  one  Bursarie        ditto  •  «  1,000 

Mr.  Thomas  Reid,  Secretary  to  King  James  VI.  for  Bibliothecar  in  the 

College  ....  5,722 

1622  Margaret  Holland,  to  the  Poor  of  the  Town  -  -  200 

1623  Provost  Nicholson,  for  behoof  of  the  Poor  •  •  6OO 
1 628  William  Duncan,  for  the  Poor  and  Church  of  Futtie  -  200 
16S0    Mathew  Anderson,  to  the  Guild  Brethren                       -                       -                    500 

1631  William  Gray,  to  the  Guild  Brethren's  Hospital,  and  Poor  -  2,000 

1632  William  Johnston,  M.D.  for  behoof  of  the  Poor         -  -  1,000 

1633  Marion  Douglas,  Lady  Drum,  for  Widows,  and  aged  Virgins  -      ^         3,000 

1634  Jean  Guild,  to  poor  Widows  and  Virgins  ...         50O 
Dr.  Patrick  Dun,  his  Lands  of  Ferryhill,  for  the  Masters  of  the  Grammar  School 

1635  James  Troup,  to  Guild  Brethren's  Hospital  -  ■  700 

1636  IsobelCoutts,  to  the  Poor  and  Church  of  Futtie  -  .500 

1637  William  Gray,  to  the  Church,  and  Guild  Box  -  .  1,000 
1640    George  Davidson,  to  the  Church  of  Futtie              -                       ^               m  850 

(Besides  his  Lands  of  Pettins,  for  the  Ministers'  Stipends,  &c.  &c.) 
1642     Lady  Rothiemay,  for  support  of  Schoolmistresses  .  •  1,000 

1644  Sir  Thomas  Crombie  of  Kemnay,  for  a  Minister  to  Grejrfiiars  Church,  &c.  32,000 

1645  Robert  Johnston  of  Stain,  for  employing  poor  people  in  trade  -  10,800 
George  Robertson,  for  Bursaries  in  the  Grammar  School,  to  the  Fabric  of  St 

Nicholas  Kirk,  Guild  Brethren,  &c.       -  «  .  1,550 

W^illiam  Forbes,  for  the  use  of  the  Guild  Box  -     ^  .  1,000 

1647     George  Cochran,  for  decayed  Brethren  of  Guild  «  270 

1649    Jean  Guild,  widow  of  David  Anderson  of  Finxeauch,  for  ten  poor  QEphaas,  be- 
sides the  Blackfnars  Manse,  &c.  in  the  Schoolhill        .  •  4,700 
1656    Dr.  Alex.  Ross,  for  poor  Scholars,  at  the  Grammar  School  and  College           «        3,600 
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Merts 
Scoaish. 
Brought  forward  -  9'^A9i 

165S    Dr.  William  Guilds  Minister,  for  poor  Orphans  -  -  7>000 

John  Shand,  of  Bottardam,  for  the  Kirk,  &&  -  -  500 

1659    George  Morison,  P^vost,  for  behoof  of  the  Poor  -  -  1,000 

l66l    Katharine  Bolland,  widow  of  Dr.  Gxiild^  the  Lands  of  Milltown  of  Murthill,  &c. 
for  various  purposes 
Robert  Cruickshank,  to  the  Guild  Box  •  •  •         8^500 


Merks 10S,192 

Or  Sterling L.5677    6    8 


TABLE  OF  ASSESSMENTS  ON  THE  CITIZENS, 

For  the  Stipeni$  of  the  Mmistera,  for  the  Suppori  of  tie  Poor  of  the  Towh  and  other 

Public  Purpa^^ 

BY  ORDER  OF  THE  HEAD-COURTS, 

From  A.D.  16S4  to  A.D.  1707. 


l634i    For  die  ordinary  Taxation  of  the  Town^  and  the  extraordinary^  being  two  Scoitish  Money. 
in  ten«  for  three  years^  compounded  with  the  Marquis  of  Hamilton 

vol  lii.  p.  166  L.36,666  13  4 

1635  The  Lords  of  Council  and  Session                 •                          -             205  888  l6  ii 

1636  Ditto                    ditto                     -                        •                          243  444    8  10 

1638  For  the  three  Ministers'  Stipoids^  and  the  common  Poor            •  J>466  13  4 

1639  •••  arms^  pikes,  and  ammunition,  from  the  Marquis  of  Huntly             451  3,079    ^  0 
...  chai^ge  of  expedition  against  the  Laird  of  Banff,  by  command  of  the 

Earl  of  Montrose,  &a'                 .                      -                       465  6,666  13  4 
To  the  army  of  the  nobility,  to  prevent  the  town  from  being  plundered 

410.  484  4,666  13  4 

1640  For  10  merks  of  every  100  merks  of  yearly  rent,  trade,  &c. 

1642      ...  the  three  Ministers'  Stipends,  and  the  common  Poor         •            1361  4,400  *  0  0 
1650      •..  the  town's  proportion  of  80,000  merks,  assessed  on  the  boroughs,  in 

lieu  of  service  of  foot  soldiers                       -                voL  liii.  p.  272  2,000    0  0 

...  deficiencies  in  raising  men  to  Colonel  George  Keith                         314  834    6  8 
,..  the  town's  proportion  of  200,000  merks,  for  purchasing  1000  bolls  of 

meal  for  the  army            -                       -                       -               314  2,144    0  O 

•».  half  an  year's  Interest  of  the  town's  public  debt  of  L.40,000            949  4,620    0  0 
...  transportation  of  three  Ministers  to  the  town,  and  their  yearly  Stipends 

950  1,000    0  0 
...  part  of  the  loan  money  and  taxation,  for  levying  the  army  for  the  ex- 
pedition to  England                   -                       -                          1180  12,266  13  4 
...  the  support  of  Major«GeaeralUrry'8  army                   -              1337  4,000    0  0 
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Brought  forward  •  L.85,U4    $     l 

]6$1    F«  the  proportion  of  the  cess^  for  two  months^  of  L.19>000j  imposed  on 

the  boroughg,  for  the  Lords  of  Session  -  voL  Ut.  p.  508       8^600    0    0 

1667  ...  the  monthly  assessment  imposed  by  Parliament  •  55  800  0  0 
...  the  taxation  to  the  King  -  •  ib.  ]^46§  13  4 
...  the  price  of  six  iron  cannon^  purchitfed  £kub  the  Earl  Mariscbal  ib.  l,33S  6  8 
...  the  defideBcy  of  the  town'«  proportion  of  die  Excise             -            I6       1/S3S    6    8 

1668  ...  the  Interest  on  the  MorHfications,  and  for  Ministers'  Stipends^  for  the 

same  purpose  -  -  m  55, 58       6,666  13    4 

1669  Ditto  ditto  -  •  163       6,666  13    4 

1670  Ditto  «ttO  .  •  S48       6,666  18    4 

1671  Ditto  ditto  .  857       6,666  13    4 

1674  Ditto  ditto  -  «  586      13,333    6    8 

1675  ...  the  re»payment  of  Monies  due  to  the  Mortifications,  arrears  of  Excise, 

Ministers'  Stipends,  Town's  Militia  Conqtany's  Charge    voL  Ivi.  p.  66     10,000    0    0 

1677  —  the  same  purpose  -  -  208     16,000    0    0 

1678  ...  theMkwi^gpui|M)0M,iitfaariy«-*teI]ttetM 

Brethren's  Hospital,  Moritfications,  Sic.  contncted  in  the  time  of  the 
dvil  war;  for  preserving  the  Town  from  being  plundered  and  burnt; 
and  for  the  support  of  the  peofile  in  the  time  of  the  ^dague,  thirty-one 
years  ago;  deficiency^  the  Ekdae;  and  ftr  itappUea  to  the  Town's 


M 

ilitia  Company                 • 

• 

SS2.  SS4 

12,000    0    0 

1679 

...  the 

King^s  Subsidy,  &c 

• 

487 

4^00    0    0 

1«80 

...  the 

same  purpose               ■ 

• 

5Sd 

4,200    0    0 

1681 

Ditto 

■                       » 

659 

4,200    0    0 

]682 

Ditto 

. 

ToL  IviL  p.  50 

^00    0    0 

1685 

Ditto 

■                       ■ 

10& 

4.200    0    0 

1685 

Ditto,  and  for  Ministers^  Stipends  and  Contiogendes              5204 

6,666  IS    « 

1686 

Ditto                      ditto 

S49 

6,666  IS    « 

1688 

Ditto                       ditto 

. 

S7T 

6,666  IS    4 

1689 

Ditto                      ditto 

■            ■ 

308 

6,666  IS    4 

1690 

Ditto                       ditto 

m 

S42 

Bfi66  IS    4 

1691 

Ditto                      ditto 

m 

S6I0 

10,000    0    0 

1693 

Ditto                       ditto 

m 

4fiS 

14^000    0    0 

1694 

Ditto                       ditto 

m                                m 

456 

8,000    0    0 

1695 

Ditto                       ditto 

m 

-        494 

8,000    0    0 

1696 

«Ditt6                       ditto 

5S8 

11,000    0    0 

1697 

Ditto                       ditto 

m 

610 

11,000    0    0 

1698 

Ditto                       dittd 

m 

674 

lUOOO    0    0 

1699 

Ditto                       ditto 

m 

^ai 

13,000    0    0 

1701 

Ditto                       ditto 

m 

782 

l2,000    0    0 

Ditto                       ditto 

m 

818 

12,500    0    0 

1702 

Ditto                       ditto 

m 

842 

10,000    0    0 

1704 

Ditto                      ditto 

m 

898 

8,000    0    0 

1707 

Ditto                       ditto 

■ 

-       58. 82 

9,000    0    0 

363,510  16    5 

» 
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TABLE  OF  BIRTHS  IN  ABERDEEN, 
JFbr  the  teveral  PerioiU  qfter-mentioned. 


YEAR. 

BIRTHS. 

4A'VAI_                   ^PHIA  BB. 

BIRTHS. 

TOTAL. 

Males. 

Females. 

.    mirmm* 

Maks. 

Femakt. 

1631 

126 

99 

225 

1669 

9S 

125 

218 

1635^ 

135 

119 

254 

1670 

122 

lis 

235 

1633 

123 

117 

240 

1671 

110 

109 

219 

1634 

128 

109 

237 

1672 

102 

loa 

205 

1635 

105 

124 

229 

1673 

131 

iOT 

238 

163» 

114 

125 

239 

167* 

n« 

ie» 

2T9 

1637 

139 

119 

258 

1675 

111 

»«5 

9\& 

1638, 

131 

127 

258 

1676 

122 

9S 

«ll 

1639 

138 

109 

247 

1677 

.       1^* 

105 

230 

1640 

149 

147 

296 

1678 

100 

106 

ft06 

1641 
1642 

126 
139 

120 
131 

94jfi 

Z4U 

270  • 

- 

1132 

VI99 

%m\ 

1643 

.      116 

135 

251 

ifHiNUPt* 

llS& 

1669 

1      2M11 

1669 

1581 

3250 

.... 

, 

Average 

127.62 

120.84 

248.46 

YEAR. 

1 

f 

1679  " 
16M 

117 

1«» 

»>o. 

9n 

TEAR* 

168& 

» 

I0» 

[      800 

1648 

123 

115 

238 

1682 

9S 

lOfi 

196 

1649 

123 

135 

258 

1683 

95 

102 

197 

1650 

110 

117 

227 

1634 

'     srr 

W8 

■8« 

1651 

133 

124 

257 

1685 

90 

8« 

1      17» 

-  1652 

12ft 

111 

240 

I6ifi 

ism 

>'     9* 

9!IS 

1653 

126 

112 

238 

1687 

91 

9» 

,    Its 

1654 

133 

120 

253 

1688 

.     57 

,51 

iO* 

1655 
1656 

12T 
119 

128 
MO 

OfiK 

k 

«9 

9« 

'■    98T 

t9» 

1657 

100 

125 

925 

Average 

95.7 

98.? 

'     r9«.4. 

Average 

1223 
122.3 

1197 
119.7 

.    ^420 
242. 

1  mua. 

1 

1 
> 

1689 
1690 

108 
99 

T8 

rgs 

■     17» 

YEAR. 

1    M&ft 

9* 

i      7» 

t7» 

1659 

100 

111 

211 

X69e 

,       99 

98 

197 

1660 

111 

99 

.  210 

169s 

US. 

95 

,     8V0 

1661 

97 

108 

205 

1694 

115 

82 

197 

1662 

8» 

9S 

173 

1699 

90 

89 

■    m 

1663 

S9 

97 

186 

1696 

vs 

9< 

vrv 

1664 

96 

108 

204 

1697 

85 

<       9» 

W7 

1665 

110 

9S 

203 

1698 

73 

^i 

154 

1666 

^     118 

137 
89 

255 
200 

1667 

111 

954 

86S 

182D 

1668 

106 

98 

204 

Average 

95.4 

8^.9 

199. 

1018 

1033 

2051 

The  averace  of  Births,  from  the 

year  1698  to 

1708.  was  80.S  males.  75.6 

fMMie(-in 

Average 

101.8 

103.3 

205.1 

Hi 

tele,  1S5.9. 
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TABLE  OF  PBICES 

or 
SUNDRY  ARTICLES  OF  PROVISIONS,  AND  OTHER  COMMODITIES,  &c. 

AT  DIFFBRBNT  PERIODS,  FROM  A.D.  \63S   TO  A.D.  1707* 


1634  Scottish  pint  of  ale  •  .  • 
Loaf  of  flour,  weighing  nine  ounces               «                       • 

1635  Scottish  pint  of  ale        .  •  «  - 

1655  Ditto  .  .  • 
Loaf  of  flour,  weighing  eleven  ounces                  >•  • 
Horse  hire,  the  mile           .                       «                       ■ 

1639  Scottish  pint  of  ale  .  »  • 
Loaf  of  flour,  weighing  feurteen  ounces                            • 
Double-soled  Mens*  and  Women's  Shoes,  the  inch  - 
Ditto,  second  sort,  the  inch                        • 

1640  Scottish  pint  of  ale  .  •  « 
Loaf  of  flour,  weighing  twehre  ounces                            -  » 

1641  Admission  dues  of  a  burgess  of  guild  »  » 

1642  Pound  weight  of  candle  -  •  » 
1645    Loaf  of  rye,  weighing  sixteen  ounces                  -                      « 

Boll  of  rye  meal  .  •  « 

Loaf  of  flour,  weighing  twelve  ounces  •  • 

Scottishpint  of  ale  ... 

1648  Admission  dues  of  a  burgess  of  guild  •  • 
Wages  of  Wrights,  without  meat  or  drink,  per  day            « 
Daily  servants,                   ditto                           •                      • 
Wages  of  best  Women  servants,  half-yearly,  and  fbr  dices  and  bounties 
Second  servants,  Ut  of  money,  and  L^  for  shoes,  &c 

1649  Pound  weight  of  candle  .  .  » 
Scottish  pint  of  ale                               »                       ■  « 
Pair  of  double-soled  shoes,  of  fixreign  leather,  the  inch           » 

Ditto  of  Scottish  leather,      do. 

1656  Loaf  of  flour,  weighing  fourteen  ounces  *         • 
Scottish  pint  of  ale                          •                       »  « 
Stone  of  rough  tallow         »                       ■                      « 
Stcne  of  molten  tallow                   «                      •                       « 
Pound  weight  of  candle                            •                      «  • 
Best  Mutton  bouk                      ■                      •                      ■ 
Second  sort    do.               •                       ■                       •                       ■ 
BestOxbeef                             .                      •                      • 
Secondsort                  •                      «                      »                      m 
Best  Cow  Beef                        -                    •   v 


Scoaiik 

Mcney. 

£. 

1. 

d. 

0 

I 

8 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

6 

0 

1 

4 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

6 

0 

1 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

8 

0 

1 

4 

0 

1 

0 

200 

0 

0 

0 

4 

6 

0 

1 

0 

7 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

4 

266  13 

4 

0 

13 

4 

0 

10 

0 

5 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

2 

0 

•i       0 

3 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

3 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

4 

6 

1 

16 

0 

1 

6 

8 

12 

0 

0 

9 

0 

0 

9 

0 

0 
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1656    Second  sort  »  •  •  « 

Coopera^  for  the  price,  and  packing  each  barrel  of  salmon  ■ 

Double  girding  •  -  « 

Bkcksmiths,  for  each  stone  of  iron,  wrought  -  « 

Weavers,  for  each  ell  of  plaiden,  with  a  peck  of  meal  to  the  score 
Master  Slaters,  each  day  •  .  • 

Servants  ■  ■  «  « 

Masons,  weekly.  •  •  • 

Wages  to  best  Women  Servants,  half-yearly,  and  for  shoes  and  bounties 
Second  ditto  •  •  « 

1695    Loaf  of  flour,  weighing  twelve  ounces  •  ^ 

A  pound  of  candle  .  •  • 

Best  Mutton  bouk  -  •  • 

Second  sort  •  .  .  • 

BestOzbeef  ... 

Second  sort  ■  ■  .  ■  ■ 

Best  Cow  beef  •  ,.  •  , 

Second  sort  «  «  ■  ■ 

Best  Ox  hide  •  »  • 

Second  sort  •  •  »  . 

A  jMor  of  double  soled  shoes,  of  fineign  leather,  timber  or  leather  heels,  V  inch 
Ditto  of  Scottish  leather,        ditto  . 

Slaters'  wages,  each  day,  without  meat  *•  « 

Masons'  ditto  ditto  •  « 

Wrights' ditto         ditto  « 


tish  Money i 

£.  s. 

d. 

6    0 

0 

3     0 

0 

0     6 
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1     8 
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0    0 
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1     0 
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0  12 
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4  13 
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5     0 

0 

4    0 

0 

0     1 

0 

0     4 

0 

I     6 

8 

1     0 

0 

12    0 

0 

8     0 

0 

10     0 

0 

7     0 

0 

5     0 

0 

3     6 
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0     3 
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0     2 

0 

0  16 
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0  13 
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0  15 
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TABLE  OF  THE  FURS  OF  THE.  COUNTY  OF  ABERDEEN, 

FOB  TBI  TSARS  VNDER-HENTIONEO,  IV  STEBLING  HONEY. 


1649. 

1650. 

1651. 

.  1652. 

1666. 

1667. 

Great  Oats,  with  fodder 

...L.0  IS     4 

L.0  11     8 

L.0  11     1 

L.0  11     8 

L.0     7     2 

L.0-  9     I 

er...    0  11     8 
...     0  15     0 

0  10    0 
0  IS  10 

0  10    0 
0  IS   10 

0  11     1 
0  13     4 

0     6.1 
0    7     2 

0     8     4 

Bear,  with  fodder  ... 

0  10    0 

without  fodder 

...     0  IS     4 

0  IS     4 

0  12     I 

0  11   10 

0     6     8 

0     8  10 

White  Meal 

...     0  IS     4 

0  13     4 

0  IS     4 

Oil     8 

0     6     8 

0     9     0 

Malt            

...     Oil     8 

0  IS  10 

0  13  10 

0  11     8 

0    6     8 

0     8   10 

Pease          

...     0  IS     4 

0  12     9 

0  12     1 

0  17     1 

0     6     8 

0     8   10 

Wheat         ...    *     ... 

...     0  18     4 

1     0     0 

0  18     4 

1     0     0 

0  10    0 

0  10    0 

Rye 

...     0  12     1 

0  11     1 

0  10     0 

0  10     0 

0     5     6 

0     6     8 

1668. 


1669.        1670.        1692.        1699.        1694. 
Great  Oats,  with  fodder    .»L0    6    «  L4)    7    2  L.0    8  10  L.0    7    P  L.0    7     1  L.0, II    4 


er..* 

0     5 
0     8 

6 

4 

0    6     1^ 
.0     8     4 

0     8  10 
0     P     5 

0    6     8 
0    7     9 

0    6     8 
0     7     1 

0     6  10 

Bear,  with  fodder  ... 

0     9     5 

0    7 

1 

0     6  11 

0     8     4 

0     6     8 

Q     6     8 

0     8  10 

White  M^ 

0     6 

8. 

0     6  U 

P     8     4 

Q    6  10 

0    7     1 

0     8  10 

Malt            

0     6 

8 

0     6  11 

0     8     4 

0     6     8 

0     6     8 

0     8     4 

Pease          

0     8 

4 

0    7     9 

0     8     4 

0     8  10 

0     8  10 

0     8  10 

Wheat         

0  10 

0 

0  10    0 

0  118 

0  11      1 

0  11     8 

0  15    0 

Rye            

0     6 

8 

0    5     6 

0     6     4 

0     6     8 

0     6     8 

0     6     8 

1695. 

1696. 

1697. 

1698. 

1699. 

1700. 

Great  Oats,  with  fodder 

...L.0  16 

8 

L.0  13     4 

L.0  15     0 

L.0  18     4 

L.0  13   10 

L.0  11     1 

.»:4.1«^..4.  A^AA^^ 

0  15 
0  16 

R 

O  IS     4 

0  13     4 

0  16     8 

0  13     4 

0  10  10 

Bear,  with  fodder  ... 

8 

0  14     d 

0  18     4 

1     0     0 

0  16     8 

0  118 

without  fodder 

0  15 

6 

0  14     5 

0  16     8 

0  118 

0  15     6 

0  11     1 

White  Meal 

0  16 

8 

0  13     4 

0  15     0 

1     0    0 

0  15     0 

0  11     1 

Malt            

0  15 

6 

0  14     5 

0  16     8 

0  18     4 

0  13     4 

0  11      1 

Pease          

0  16 

8 

0  15     0 

0  16     8 

1     3     4 

0  16     8 

0  IS     4 

Wheat         

1     5 

6 

0  15     6 

.13     4 

I     5     6 

1     5     6 

0  18     4 

Rye            

0  13 

4 

0  10     0 

0  13     4 

0  16     8 

0  12     9 

0     8  10 

N.B.  Fractions  under  pence  have  been  pnrposehf  omiUed. 
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CHAPTER  VL 

Accession  of  George  L  to  the  throne  of  Britain — Rehellion^  1715,  and 
proceedings  in  Aherdeen — Fire  in  the  GaUorvgate — Rigour  of  the 
season^  1740,  with  scarcity  and  dearth — Great  Fire  in  the  Broad* 
gate—^TrafficJc  of  Kidnapping — Rebellion^  1745 — Rebels  in  posses^ 
sion  of  the  Town,  ^c. — Military  riots — Scarcity ,  1782— Borough 
politics^  in  1752,  1783,  and  1S17 — and  various  other  occurrences. 

Frox  A.D.  1710  TO  A.D.  1818^ 

Geouge,  the  eldest  son  of  Ernest  Augustus,  Duke  of  Hanover,  A.D.  171*. 
by  the  Princess  Sophia,  the  only  child  of  the  King  of  Bohemia,*  suc- 
ceeded to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  on  the  death  of  Queen  Anne ; 
and  wfts  proclaimed,  with  the  usual  ceremonies,  sovereign  of  the  Bri- 
tish dominions.  Although  he  ascended  the  throne  without  opposi- 
tion, or  any  indications  of  popular  discontent,  yet  the  dissensions  in 
Scotland,  produced  by  the  union  of  the  kingdoms,  which  was  deemed  • 
by  many  a  national  grievance,  had  never  been  entirely  done  away ; 
and  conspiracies  had  been  forming,  both  in  England  and  Scotland, 
against  his  succession.  The  house  of  Stuart  had,  in  those  kingdoms, 
many  adherents,  who  Were  known  by  the  name  of  Jacobites,  and 
still  entertained  sanguine  expectations  of  being  able  to  restore  that 
family  to  the  throne.  These  had  neglected  no  opportunity  to  form 
designs  against  |  the  king,  and  to  concert  measures  for  open  rebellion, 
which  speedily  broke  out  in  Scotland. 

The  Earl  of  Mar,  who  was,  at  this  time,  a  powerful  chieftain  in 
the  north,  had  continued  his  attachment  to  the  exiled  family  of 
Stuart ;  and  his  influence  among  his  vassals  and  dependents  enabled 

o  o  2  him 


*  The  Princess  ElLsabetli^  eldest  daughter  of  James  VI.  was  married  to  the  Elector  Palatine,  af- 
terwards King  of  Bohemia;  and  the  Princess  Sojdiia  was  the  only  surviving  child  of  that  marriage* 
By  the  treaty  of  union,  the  succession  was  settled  on  her  and  her  heirs,  after  the  death  of  Queen 
Amie,  whose  &ther,  James  VII.  died  at  St  Germains^  6th  Sept  1701. 
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A.D.  1715.  him  to  raise  a  small  body  of  men,  whom  he  assembled  at  Braemar,  in 
the  highland  district  of  the  county  of  Aberdeen*  He  there  pro- 
claimed  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George,  the  only  son  of  the  late  King 
James,  sovereign  of  Britain,  by  the  title  of  King  James  VIIL  and^ 
flattering  himself  with  the  hope  of  being  joined  by  a  numerous  body 
of  nobles  and  barons  who  were  inimical  to  the  established  govern* 
ment,  determined  to  try  his  fortune  in  the  field.  Many  of  the  Ja- 
cobites flocked  to  his  standard,  and  his  army  was  soon  augmented  to 
10,000  men.  Meanwhile,  the  adherents  of  the  prince  pretender,  un- 
der the  delusive  expectation  that  his  presence  might  produce  an  im- 
mediate revolution,  pressed  him  to  come  to  Britain,  without  delay* 
Mar  assumed  the  title  of  Lieutenant-General  of  his  forces,  and  made 
every  preparation  for  the  commencement  of  hostilities. 

While  these  things  were  transacting,  the  magistrates  of  Aber- 
deen, who  were  zealous  supporters  of  the  ^  established  government, 
having  early  intelligence  of  the  designs  of  the  Earl  of  Mar,  adopted 
measures  of  precaution  for  the  safety  of  the  town,  lest  an  attack 
upon  it  should  be  attempted  by  the  insurgents.  The  citizens  were 
armed,  the  ports  secured,  and  cannon  planted  where  it  was  most  ex- 
posed. But  these  exertions  do  not  seem  to  have  met  with  any  sup- 
port from  government ;  for  an  order  was  transmitted,  by  the  Lord 
Justice  Clerk,  requiring  them  to  deliver  up,  for  the  use  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's troops,  the  whole  guni)owder  in  the  town,  for  which  the  mer- 
chants were  to  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  L.S  6s.  8d.  sterling,  each  hun- 
dred weight.*  The  town  being  thus  in  a  manner  deprived  of  the 
means  of  defence,  was  exposed,  not  only  to  the  insurgents,  but  to  the 
disaffected  part  of  the  community. 

The  Earl  of  Mar  having  advanced,  with  his  clans,  southward 
formed  a  camp  at  Perth,  where  he  was  joined  by  many  barons,  and 
others,  who  adhered  to  the  interest  of  the  prince  pretender;  and  the 
greatest  part  of  the  north  was  under  the  influence  of  the  Jacobites^ 
Their  partisans  having  now  acquired  the  ascendency  in  the  town,  as- 
sumed its  civil  government,  under  pretence  of  authority  from  the  Earl 

Marischal> 


*  The  quantity  delivered  up  was  S681|  pounds  "weighU^^CauncU  RegUier,  voL  Iviii.  p.  415.} 
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Marischaly  who  arrived  upon  the  28th  September,  with  a  squadron  of  a.d.  1715. 
horse^  and  proclaimed,  with  the  usual  ceremonies,  the  pretender,  king 
of  the  British  dominions.  This  being  the  ordinary  day  of  the  annual 
election,  the  magistrates  and  council  thought  proper  to  absent  them- 
selves, without  choosing  the  new  counsellors  for  the  ensuing  year ; 
but  such  of  the  burgesses  as  were  inimical  to  the  established  go- 
vernment, soon  supplied  this  defect.  They  assembled,  on  the  sub- 
sequent day,  in  the  East  church,  in  consequence  of  an  order  from  Earl 
Marischal ;  and,  by  a  poll  of  those  quahfied  to  vote,  formed  an  admi- 
nistration* suited  to  their  own  views.  Among  the  first  acts  of  the 
administrators,  so  elected,  was  an  imposition,  under  the  sanction  of  a 
head  court,  of  a  contribution  of  L.200  10s.  9d.  sterling,  upon  the  in- 
habitants, towards  the  charge  of  supplies  for  the  pretender's  army, 
pursuant  to  an  order  of  the  Earl  of  Mar.  In  a  few  days  after,  a  si- 
milar contribution  of  L.SOOO  sterlings  under  the  denomination  of  a 
loan,  was  imposed  for  the  same  purpose,  of  which  L.500  were  ordered 
to  be  immediately  levied.  About  the  same  time,  a  requisition  was 
made  to  supply  Mar's  army  with  800  Lochaber  axes,  and  to  fur- 
nish him  with  a  printing  press,  types,  and  apparatus,  which  were  im- 
mediately transmitted  to  Perth,  f 

The  army  of  the  pretender  being  joined  by  the  northern  clans^ 
under  the  Earl  of  Seaforth,  and  others,  their  partisans,  the  Earl  of 
Mar  broke  up  his  camp  at  Perth,  and  resolved  to  pass  the  Frith,  to 
form  a  junction  with  the  Jacobites  in  the  south,  and  to  march  into 
England.  He  had  proceeded  as  far  as  Auchterarder  upon  the  11th 
November,  when,  having  received  intelligence  that  the  Duke  of  Ar- 
gyle,  with  the  royal  army  under  his  command,  had  taken  the  field, 
and  was  advancing  from  Lothian  to  StirUng,  he  reviewed  his  army, 
and  took  up  his  position  at  that  place.  The  Duke  determined  to 
give  him  battle  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dumblane,  passed  the 
Forth,  at  Stirling,  on  the  12th,  and  encamped,  with  his  leil  at 
that  village,  and  his  right  towards  Sherifimoor.    The  Earl  having 

advanced 


*  The  magistrates  elected^  on  this  occasion,  were,  Patrick  Bannerman,  provost;  John  Leslie, 
John  Burnett,  William  Simpson,  and  James  Fyfe,  baillie8.^Cofiiict7  SegUter,  voL  hnii,  p.  41 9-3 
t  Council  Begi0ter^  voL  Iviii.  p.  tlS,  et  seq.  4^3.  428* 
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A.D.  1715.  advanced  within'  two  miles  of  his  position,  remained  there  until  the 
next  morning,  in  order  of  battle*  The  armies  met,  and  a  severe  con- 
flict ensued,  in  which  there  was  great  loss  on  both  sides ;  but  the 
battle  being  indecisive,  the  rebels  retreated  to  the  Roman  camp,  at 
Ardoch,  a  few  miles  distant,  and  the  Duke's  army  drew  off  towards 
Dumblane ;  both  generals  having  claimed  the  victory. 

Such  was  the  situation  of  affairs,  when  the  pretender  arrived  at 
Peterhead,  from  France,  on  22d  December,  accompanied  by  a  re- 
tinue of  six  gentlemen*  He  passed  through  Aberdeen,  incognito, 
to  Fetteresso,  where  he  was  received  with  the  highest  marks  of  res- 
pect, by  the  Earl  of  Mar,  the  Earl  Marischal^  and  about  thirty  other 
noblemen  and  gentlemen,  who  had  zealously  embraced  his  cause, 
and  now  testified  to  himself  their  sincerity.  He  afterwards  pub- 
lished several  proclamations  and  manifestos,  on  various  topics ;  and 
transmitted  orders  to  the  ministers  of  Aberdeen  to  pray  for  him,  by 
the  title  of  King  James ;  but  these  orders  do  not  seem  to  have  been 
regarded.*  The  professors  of  King's  and  Marischal  Colleges,  how- 
ever, under  the  common  delusive  impressions  of  the  time,  thought 
proper  to  attend  him  at  Fetteresso,  and  to  present  a  loyal  address^ 
which  they  had  soon  cause  to  regret ;  for,  after  the  suppression  of 
the  rebellion,  they  were,  for  this  officious  and  inconsiderate  diqilay  of 
their  zeal,  dismissed  from  their  offices. 

The  administration  of  the  town  being  now  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  were  attached  to  the  pretender,  the  magistrates,  with  a  view  to 
convince  him  of  their  devotion  to  his  person,  and  zeal  for  his  service, 
resolved  to  raise  a  troop  of  horse,  in  number  thirty^  to  be  well  pro- 
vided with  arms  and  accoutrements,  and  to  be  attached  to  the  Earl 
MarischaPs  squadron.  The  estimated  charge  of  this  undertaking,  being 
L.833  6s.  8d.  sterling,  was  ordered,  under  the  authority  pf  a  head 
court,  to  be  assessed  upon  the  inhabitants.  In  order  to  entice  young 
men  to  engage  in  this  service,  they  were  promised  the  freedom  of 
the  town  on  their  return,  f  The  troop,  however,  was  never  raised, 
although  the  usual  complement  of  officers  was  appointed.    About  the 

same 


*  Council  Register,  voL  Iviii.  p.  428.  t  Ibid,  vo],  Itiii.  p.  446.  449. 
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same  time^  these  magistrates  delivered  up  to  the  Marquis  of  Huntly  a.d.  nu 
four  of  the  cannon  belonging  to  the  town,  with  their  carriages,  for 
the  service  of  the  rebels ;  but  this  nobleman  soon  abandoned  their 
cause,  and  submitted  to  King  George. 

The  affairs  of  the  pretender  began  soon  to  decline.  While 
the  royal  army  was  receiving  daily  augmentations  by  Dutch  auxi- 
liaries, his  army  was  diminishing  in  numbers  every  day,  by  the 
clans  and  their  chieftains  dropping  off.  The  pretender  having,  at 
length,  found,  that  he  had  engaged  in  a  desperate  undertaking,  re- 
turned to  France,  and  rebellion  languished  and  expired.  The  re- 
mains of  his  army  retreated  northward,  under  the  command  of  Gene- 
ral Gordon  of  Auchintoul,  who  had  formerly  been  in  the  Bussian 
service,  passed  through  Aberdeen,  continued  their  route  through 
Strathdon  and  Strathspey,  and  quietly  dispersed  among  the  hills  of 
Badenoch. 

The  Duke  of  Argyle,  who  pursued  with  the  royal  army,  was  un-  1716. 
able  to  overtake  the  rear  guard  of  the  rebels^  under  the  Earl  Marischal. 
Indeed,  he  does  not  appear  to  have  made  any  extraordinary  exer- 
tions to  do  so ;  for  his  army  halted  at  Aberdeen,  and  part  of  it  re- 
mained there  for  some  considerable  time.  The  rebellion  being  sup- 
pressed, the  guns  and  muskets  belonging  to  the  town  were  delivered 
up  to  the  deputy  lieutenants  of  the  county,  in  consequence  of  an 
order  from  government.  * 

When  tranquillity  had  been  re-established,  the.  administration  of 
the  town  was  restored  to  legitimate  magistrates  and  counsellors,  un- 
der the  authority  of  an  ordinance  of  the  king  and  council,  by  which 
the  magistrates,  who  had  served  for  the  year  previous  to  the  rebel- 
lion, were  empowered  and  required,  on  the  10th  of  April,  this  year, 
to  proceed  to  the  nomination  of  magistrates  and  counsellors,  in  such 
manlier  as  they  ought  to  have  done,  had  they  not  been  disturbed  by 
the  rebellion.  By  the  same  authority,  it  was  directed,  that  those  to 
be  so  chosen  were  to  continue  in  office  from  that  time  until  the  or- 
dinary 


*  Council  Register^  vol.  Iviii.  p.  487*  504. 
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A.D.  1716.  dinary  day  of  election,  in  the  month  of  September;  and,  from 
thence  forward,  it  was  ordained,  that  the  procedure  in  it  should  be 
continued,  according  to  the  ancient  constitution,  sets,  and  customs  of 
the  borough.*  The  election  having  been  proceeded  to,  the  magis- 
trates  and  counsellors  were  chosen,  conformably  to  these  injunc- 
tions. Immediately  after  the  election,  they  granted  authority  to  the 
^several  corporations  of  artificers  to  elect  their  deacons  and  other 
office-bearers,  which  was  accordingly  done  in  the  usual  manner,  f 

A  few  years  previous  to  the  commencement  of  those  public 
transactions,  there  happened,  near  Aberdeen,  the  following  interest- 
ing and  melancholy  occurrence,  which  requires  to  be  related.  On  the 
19th  August,  1710,  David  Bruce,  son  to  Eobert  Bruce,  goldsmith 
in  Edinburgh,  and  six  other  young  men,  students  at  the  college  of 

St 


*  *'  At  the  Court  of  St.  Jameis,  the  lOth  day  of  March,  i715^-^Freaent,  The  Kino's  most  Ex- 
cellent Majesty  in  CounciU.— Upon  reading  this  day  at  the  Board  a  Memoriall  from  the  Right 
Hon.  S^  David  Dabymple  of  Hailes,  Barr^^  His  Migesty's  Advocate;  The  Right  H<m.  Adam  Cock« 
bume^  Esq.  of  Ormistoun,  Lord  Justice  Oerk;  and  9  James  Steuart  of  Goodtrees,  Ban^,  His 
Majesty's  Sollicitor  in  North  Britain ;  dated  in  Edinburgh,  the  20th  of  February  last,  and  directed 
to  the  Right  Hon«  the  Lord  Viscount  Townshend,  his  Majesty's  Prindpall  Secretary  of  State, 
touching  the  most  proper  and  cfFectuall  method  of  resettling  the  Magistracy  of  severall  Towns  in 
North  Britain,  in  such  manner  as  nuy  most  contribute  to  the  restoring  of  the  peace  of  those  Towns, 
imd  to  the  securing  thereof  for  the  future.  And  whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  his  Mijesty, 
that  severall  Burghs  in  North  Britain  were,  at  Michaelmas  last,  [[the  ordinary  and]^;al  time  of  their 
electing  Magistrates^  either  entirely  hindred  from  making  such  dections,  according  to  their  sevend 
constitutions;  or  that,  where  the  formality  of  dections  was  observed,  being  then  under  the  power 
and  impression  of  the  Rebells,  the  freedom  of  such  elections  was  thereby  restrained;  and  the  Burgh 
of  Aberdeen,  in  particular,  having  Un  under  such  or  the  like  drcumstanoes  before-mentioned; 
His  Majesty  in  Coundll,  taking  the  same  into  consideration,  does  think  fitt,  for  restoring  the  peace 
and  good  government  of  the  said  Burgh,  to  order,  and  it  is  hereby  ordered,  that  the  Magistrates, 
who  served  in  the  Burgh  of  Aberdeen  for  the  year  last  past»  shall,  and  they  are  hereby  autherised 
and  required,  on  the  tenth  day  of  April  next,  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  Magistrates  and  Coun« 
cills,  to  serve  in  the  said  Burgh,  from  the  tenth  day  of  April  aforesaid,  untill  the  ordinary  time  of 
the  annuall  change  of  the  Magistrates  and  GmndU  of  the  said  Burgh,  in  the  year  1716,  in  such 
manner  as  they  ought  to  have  done,  if  they  had  not  been  disturbed  by  the  late  Bebdlion ;  and  from 
thence  forward,  that  the  procedure  in  the  electicm  of  Magistrates  be  continued,  according  to  the 
constitution,  setts,  and  customs,  of  the  said  Burgh:  Of  whidi  all  persons  concemed  are  to  take  no* 
tiee,  and  to  give  due  obedience  to  his  Majesty's  pleasure,  herein  signifyed. 

''  William  Blethwayt." 
t  Council  Register,  vol.  IviiL  p.  474. 
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St.  Andrew's,  put  to  sea,  for  their  amusement,  in  an  open  boat,  from  A.D.  1716. 
the  harbour  of  that  place.  In  their  attempt  to  return,  they  unfortu- 
nately lost  one  of  their  oars,  and,  the  wind  being  unfavourable,  they 
were  driven  off  the  coast,  without  a  morsel  of  provisions,  or  any  fresh 
water,  on  board.  Their  not  returning  in  the  evening  created,  in  the 
city,  a  considerable  degree  of  alarm  for  their  safety,  and  early  next 
morning  several  boats  were  dispatched  in  quest  of  them,  but  re- 
turned, without  success.  The  unfortunate  youths  were  tossed  upon 
the  waves  for  six  days,  at  the  mercy  of  the  winds ;  and,  although  they 
were  every  day  in  sight  of  land,  were  unable  to  gain  the  shore. 
While  in  this  lamentable  situation,  the  wind  shifted  to  the  east,  and 
a  brisk  gale  drove  them  upon  the  rocky  coast  about  four  miles  to  the 
south  of  Aberdeen,  near  a  place  called  Herpheugh.  Worn  out  with 
fatigue,  and  want  of  food,  they  were  unable  to  scramble  up  the  rock, 
which  was  almost  a  precipice.  Fortunately  they  were  discovered  by 
an  old  fisherman,  who  pointed  out  to  them  a  place  by  which  they 
could  ascend ;  and  two  of  them,  with  difficulty,  regained  the  land. 
By  the  assistance  of  the  people  who  came  to  their  relief,  the  other 
five  were  got  out  of  the  boat,  and  carried  to  the  house  of  John  Shep- 
herd, farmer  in  Findon,  who  treated  them  with  much  humanity,  and 
contributed  every  thing  in  his  power  towards  their  comfort.  Intelli- 
gence of  this  having  been  brought  to  Aberdeen,  the  magistrates  im- 
mediately dispatched  the  dean  of  guild,  along  with  a  physician  and 
surgeon,  to  prescribe  to  the  unfortunate  sufferers  what  their  deplo- 
rable condition  required ;  but,  before  they  arrived,  two  of  the  young 
men  had  died.  The  other  five,  by  the  kind  and  humane  treatment 
which  they  experienced,  speedily  recovered,  regained  their  strength, 
and  were  restored  to  their  friends.  Mr.  Bruce,  to  testify  his  gratitude 
to  providence  for  restoring  to  him  his  son,  caused  a  painting  of  the 
scene  to  be  executed  l)y  an  artist,  which  was  afterwards  handsomely 
engraved  on  copper-plate.*  A  copy  of  the  engraving,  neatly  glazed 
and  framed^  was  presented  by  him  to  the  magistrates,  with  a  request 
that  it  might  be  hung  up  in  the  town-hall,  in  memory  of  the  event. 

p  p  This 


^  The  en^ving  represented  his  son  on  the  top  of  the  rock^  with  his  companions  climbing  up 
^tom  the  boat  below,  and  the  all-seeing  eye  of  providence  looking  down  upon  them ;  with  this 
inscription,  '^  Soli  Deo  gloria.'[    It  hung  in  the  coundl*room  till  within  these  few  years,  when  it 
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A.D.  171&  This  engraving  accordingly  remained  there  for  upwards  of  one  hun- 
dred years. 

At  this  time,  a  fire  broke  out  in  a  house  at  the  head  of  the  Gallow- 
gate,  which  rapidly  spread  to  the  adjoining  houses ;  and,  before  it 
could  be  extinguished,  the  whole  were  burnt  to  the  ground.  The 
loss  suffered  by  the  owners  and  inhabitants  was  considerable ;  and 
the  citizens,  sympathizing  with  their  distresseS|  made  a  handsome 
voluntary  contribution  for  their  relief.* 

1759.  After  a  long  interval  of  peace,  war  was  declared  by  the  nation 
against  Spain,  and  hostilities  commenced  both  by  sea  aiul  land.  An 
invasion  of  the  town  being  dreaded,  the  blockhouse  was  repaired^ 
and  mounted  with  four  ten  pounders,  and  two  eight  pounders,  which 
were  brought  from  London,  at  a  very  considerable  charge  to  the 
community.  The  citizens  were  also  armed,  for  internal  defence 
with  SOO  stand  of  muskets,  which  had  been  purchased,  at  the  rate  of 
10s.  6d.  eaoh,  by  the  magistrates,  from  the  commanding  officer  of 
Colonel  Discury's  regiment,  quartered  in  the  town. 

In  the  end  of  this,  and  beginning  of  the  subsequent  year,  the 
weather  was  remarkably  severe.  On  the  29th  December,  a  most  in- 
tense frost  had  set  in,  accompanied  with  heavy  falb  of  sno^,  which 
1740.  continued,  almost  daily,  until  the  beginning  of  February,  f  The  com 
mills,  both  in  the  town  and  country,  were  stopped ;  and,  notwith* 
standing  every  exertion  being  made  by  the  magistrates  to  procure  a 
supply  of  meal,  for  the  support  of  the  inhabitants,  it  was  with  the 
utmost  diflScuUy  they  could  obtain  SOO  bolls,  which  they  ordered  to 
be  retailed,  at  the  rate  of  one  shilling  the  peck.:J;  The  public  socie- 
ties 


-was  removed,  hj  order  of  one  of  the  biiiQias^  to  ^ve  pl«ce  to  a  c^tcb-penn j  engmving  ^  one  of  the 
heroes  in  the  late  war.  Mr.  Dnice  also  presented  to  John  Shepheid,  as  a  token  of  his  esteen^  a 
pieoe  of  silver  plate^  in  the  favn  of  a  boa^  which  la  still  praearved  by  saaif  af  his  jkiwosiAwtn 

*  Council  ReffsUf,  vol.  Iviii.  p.  489« 

*  i  The  spirit  of  wine  in  the  thermometer  waa  nearly  reduced  below  extreme  cold.  Hares^  par- 
tridges, &c.  perished,  and  several  persons  were  frozen  to  death.  The  Thames  was  frozen 
over  as  far  downward  as  BiUingsgate,  and  shops  were  erected  upon  the  ice.  The  Forth,  above 
Alloa,  was  entirely  frozen  over;  and  a  crust  of  ice  waa  upon  tfie  Queenafeny. 

t  The  crop  wi^  so  e^t^reioely  ckfi^CQt  that  tbc  fpW  did  WA  jU^.  o^e  hajf  of  th^  usu4  qpw^ 
tity  of  meaL 
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ties  and  indmduals  did  not  neglect  to  contribute  liberally  in  money,  a.d.  iiio. 
to  purcliase  meal  for  the  poor,  and  to  alleviate  their  distresses. 

In  the  beginning  of  February,  the  snow  and  ice  began  to  dissolve 
gently,  without  rain ;  but  the  spring  set  in  with  bleak  and  cold 
weather,  which  continued  till  the  end  of  May.  The  whole  summer 
was  unfavourable,  scarcity  prevailed,  and  great  numbers  of  cattle 
perished  by  want  of  food. 

For  relieving  the  necessities  of  the  inhabitants,  the  magistrates 
procured,  in  the  course  of  the  summer,  8000  bolls*  of  meal,  which, 
although  it  was  selling  for  one  Shilling,  and  upwards,  in  many  parts 
of  the  country,  they  directed  to  be  retailed  at  the  rate  of  nine-pence 
the  peck.  In  the  end  of  September,  there  being  little  progress  made 
in  the  harvest,  a  storm  of  snow  came  on,  which  greatly  damaged  the 
crop ;  and  the  weather  having  continued  very  unfavourable  during 
the  remainder  of  the  season,  the  harvest  was  not  finished  in  the  be« 
ginning  of  December.  Accordingly,  the  scantiness  and  deficiency 
of  the  crop,  in  most  parts  of  the  kingdom,  occasioned  a  great 
scarcity  and  dearth ;  and  the  ^people,  almost  every  where,  were 
seized  by  the  dread  of  famine.  For  averting  this  calamity,  the 
gentlemen  of  the  county,  in  conjunction  with  the  magistrates, 
on  the   18th  of  December,  formai  resolutions,!  and  agreed  to 

p  p  2  adopt 


*  The  weekly  consuinptimi  by  the  inhabitants^  was,  at  diis  time,  SOO  hcXis. 

t  Minutes  ov  tbs  GsNouii  Msbtiito  09  th£  Noblbmkn  ak d  Gbntlshbn  of  tub  Coukty, 

At  Aberdeen,  the  18/A  day  of  December,  1740; 

Thx  Meeting  made  choice  of  Alexander  Robertson,  Esq.  present  Provost  of  Aberdeen,  to  be 
their  Preses,  and  unanimoosly  agreed  to  the  following  resolutions,  Tia. : — That  diere  shall  be  no 
tran^rtation  of  Tictual  ftom  this  shire,  to  any  odier  place,  either  by  land  or  water,  except  snudi 
quantities,  whidi  any  person  may  buy,  for  his  own  use,  in  the  public  markets,  or  that  heritors,  re- 
aiding  in  other  places,  may  want,  for  the  use  of  their  own  fiunilies,  till  the  first  Tuesday  of  April 
next:  and  recommended  to  the  Justices  of  Peace  to  continue  their  quarter-sessions  in  March  next 
till  that  time,  because  it  is  not  known  how  much  of  the  farms  the  tenants  may  pay,  or  what  quan« 
tities  may  be  necessary  for  supplying  eadi  heritor^s  own  tenants.  But  it  is  understood,  that  when  it 
is  ascertained,  at  the  meeting  of  die  Justices,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  April,  or  at  any  other  posterior 
meeting,  to  be  then  appointed,  in  what  manner  the  finrms  will  be  paid,  and  what  will  be  necessary 
fnr  supptyiBg  the  county,  aiid»the  towns  thereof i  tht  jwinaiiider  may  be  disposed  of  to  othsr  places 
«f  the  kmgdoiii  thai  stand  in  need  thmo£  That 
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A.D.  1740.  adopt  measures  which  reflected  the  highest  credit  upon  their  liber- 
ality and  humanity  towards  the  suffering  poor,  and  might  be  re- 
garded 


That  letters  be  wrote  upon  this  subject  by  the  Preses,  to  the  Duke  of  Gordon^  the  Duchess  of 
Gordon,  the  Earl  of  Findlater,  Lord  Braco^  and  to  the  Viscount  of  Arbuthnot,  Lord  Halkertowi», 
Sir  Alexander  Ramsay,  Sir  Alexander  Bannerman^  Pitfoddels,  Rothemay,  Sir  William  Gordon;  and 
other  noblemen  and  gentlemen,  who  have  farms  within  the  counties  of  Banff  and  Kincardine. 

The  Meeting  is  of  opinion,  that  the  town  of  Aberdeen  ought  to  be  supplied  with  6000  bolls  of 
meal,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants,  and  those  of  the  neighbouring  part  of  die  county,  who  are 
commonly  served  with  victual,  which  they  buy  in  the  town  of  Aberdeen,  and  this  quantity  to  be 
furnished  by  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  the  shire,  out  of  their  firms ;  and  recommend  to  the  Earl 
of  Aberdeen,  Lord  Forbes,  Meldrum,  Premnay,  Pittodry,  PitmiDan,  Ranieshill,  Loanmay,  Buthlaw, 
Tilleray,  Whitehaugh,  Bahnurell,  Glenkindy,  Auchmacoy,  Shivas,  Tarty,  Kemnay,  Alfcnrd,  Over* 
hall,  and  any  other  gentlemen  that  please  to  attend,  as  a  Committee  of  this  Meeting,,  to  meet,  and 
give  their  opinion  how  the  said  6000  bolls  of  meal  may  be  most  equally  furnished,  and  to  report  the 
same  to  the  General  Meeting,  to-morrow,  the  19th  instant,  at  eleven  o'clock  before  noon;  and  this 
Committee  to  meet  at  four  o'clock,  this  afternoon,  in  the  high  council  house,  and  also  to  report,  to- 
morrow, their  opinion,  as  to  the  price  of  the  said  6000  bolls  of  meal,  and  for  establishing  a  proper 
method  for  buying  and  retailing  meal,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  in  the  different  comers  of  the 
county. 

The  Committee  having  met  at  fbur  o'clock,  this  afternoon,  and  having  considered  the  resolution 
of  the  General  Meeting  in  the  forenoon,  are  of  opinion,  that,  for  serving  the  town  of  Aberdeen,  and 
neighbouring  country,  and  as  the  whole  shire  is  concerned,  and  may  all  equally  contribute,  that  one 
fifth  part  of  the  whole  free  farm  meal  which  shall  be  really  paid  to  the  heritors  within  the  shire, 
after  deduction  only  of  what  serves  their  own  families,  be  delivered  to  the  magistrates  of  Aberdeen, 
or  any  person  they  shall  appoint  to  receive  the  same,,  for  the  service  of  the^tovm  of  Aberdeen,  and 
neighbouring  country,  at  the  price  to  be  hereafter  ascertained;  and  that,  for  the  conveniency  of 
those  heritors  who  are  in  use  to  deliver  their  farms  at  Portsoy,  Fraserburgh,  Peterhead,  and  New- 
burgh,  and  cannot  carry  their  farms  te  Aberdeen,  the  magistrates  of  Aberdeen  shall  send  ships  to 
those  ports  to  receive  the  quotas  that  &11  to  be  delivered  there  ;  and  in  case  at  the  next,  or  any  sub- 
sequent Meeting,  it  shall  appear  that  the  said  fifth  shall  not  make  up  the  6000  bolls  of  meal  so  to  be 
delivered,  such  deficiency  is  to  be  made  up  by  the  heritors  at  their  next  or  subsequent  Meeting,  after 
the  said  deficiency  shall  appear. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  that  the  price  of  the  said  6000  bolls  of  meal  should  not  ex> 
ceed  ten  merks  the  boll,  nor  be  under  L.6  Scots ;  that  whatever  shall  be  delivered  thereof  before 
the  first  of  April,  shall  be  payable  at  Whitsunday  next,  and  such  of  the  gentlemen  who  do  not  de- 
liver their  farms  at  Aberdeen,  if  they  send  letters  to  the  magistrates  of  Aberdeen,  to  be  delivered  to 
them  before  the  first  of  April,  declaring  the  quantity  they  are  to  driver,  and  that  the  same  shall  be 
ready  to  be  delivered,  on  demand,  at  any  of  the  said  ports,  such  letters,  declaring  the  quantitiea 
they  are  to  deliver,  and  obliging  themselves  to  deliver  the  same,  on  demand,  at  any  of  the  said  patia, 
shall  entitle  them  to  receive  their  payment  at  Whitsunday  next ;  and  the  remainder,  to  be  delivered 
before  the  first  of  June,  is  to  be  payable  at  Martinmass  next. 

The  Committee  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  General  Meeting,  whether  or  not  they  will 
continue  the  restraint  upon  buying  small  quantities  of  victual  to  the  next  quarter-session  ;  or,  tf  they 
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garded  as  an  example  worthy  of  imitation.    These  measures  had,  in  A-IX  1740. 
so  far,  the  desired  effect,  as  considerably  to  alleviate  the  distresses  of 
the  inhabitants,  both  of  the  town  and  of  the  country. 

In  the  month  of  June,  this  year,  the  gentlemen  of  the  county, 
notwithstanding  the  scarcity  that  prevailed,  agreed,  at  their  general 

meeting. 


will  allow  any  person  to  buy  up  small  quantities,  whether  or  not  it  will  be  proper  that  it  be  granted 
upon  licences  from  the  Justices  of  Peace  lor  that  purpose;  and  that  each  buyer^  getting  such  a  li« 
cence,  shall  give  security  not  to  buy  above  a  certain  quantity,  to  be  expressed  in  the  licence  ;  and 
that  what  he  so  buys  he  shall  retail  in  small  quantities,  to  those  that  want  in  the  country,  at  a 
price  not  exceeding 

That  it  be  recommended  to  each  gentleman  to  keep  such  proportion  of  his  farm  unsold,  as  he  nuy 
see  necessary  for  the  serving  of  his  own  tenants  and  subtenants,  beside  the  above  quantity,  to  be  de- 
livered to  the  magistrates  of  Aberdeen :  and  that  further  directions  be  given  as  t^  the  buyers  of 
com  and  bear,  with  the  fodder,  that  it  be  bought  for  the  buyers  own  use  only. 


^%V»»%»%V»»%%%«»»»%%%'1^^^^» 


Ai  Aberdeen,  ike  IQlh  December,  1740.— -The  General  Meeting  having  again  met,  in  consequence 
of  their  former  adjournment,  and  the  Report  of  the  Committee  being  read  over,  the  Meeting  ap« 
proved  of  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  that  a  fifth  part  of  the  &ims  be  delivered  to  the  magis- 
trates of  Aberdeen,  for  making  up  their  quantity  of  6000  bolls ;  whidi  resolution  was  signed  inv- 
mediately  by  all  the  noblemen  and  gentlemen  present,  as  on  a  paper  apart  The  Meeting  also  re« 
solve,  that  the  price  of  the  said  6000  bolls  of  meal  shall  be  L.6  88.  Scots,  the  boU,  payable  in  man« 
ner  before-mentioned.  The  Meeting  is  also  of  opinion,  that  the  former  advertisement  of  the  Justices 
of  Peace,  restraining  the  buying  up  of  meal  in  small  quantitiesi,  or  bear  or  com,  with  the  fodder, 
except  only  for  the  buyers  own  use^  be  further  continued  by  the  Justices,  till  the  first  Tuesday  of 
April  next;  and  that  an  act  be  made  by  the  Justices  of  Peace  accordingly:  but  that  the  Justices 
should  grant  licenses  to  proper  persons  for  buying  up  a  sufficient  quantity  of  meal,  fbr  serving  the 
inhabitants,  of  the  towns  of  Fraserburgh,  Peterhead,  Newburgh,  Roseaity,  and  Charlestoun  of 
Aboyne ;  that  the  quantity  should  be  mentioned  in  the  licences ;  and  that  the  persons  to  whom  the 
licenses  are  granted  should  enact  themselves  in  the  Justices  Court  Books,  to  retail  and  sell  out  the 
meal  they  buy  up,  in  consequence  of  the  said  licences,  at  no  higher  price  than  eight-pence  halfpenny 
per  peck. 

The  Meetnig  is  further  of  opinion,  that  it  should  be  recommended  to  all  the  other  noblemen, 
gentlemen,  and  heritors  of  the  county,  who  are  not  present,  that  they  keep  a  proportion  of  their 
farms  unsold,  besides  what  they  deliver  to  the  town  of  Aberdeen,  for  the  supply  of  their  own  ten- 
ants and  subtenants;  and  that  t^  Preses  write  letters  to  the  Moderators  of  each  Plresbytery  within 
the  county,  desiring  that  the  ministers  who  have  stipend  meal  paid  to  them  should  concur  with  the 
nobili^  and  gentry  of  the  shire,  and  send  in,  to  the  magistrates  of  Aberdeen,  the  same  proportion 
of  thlrir  meal  stipend,  after  supplying  their  own  families,  in  order  to  make  up  a  part  of  the  6000 
hclh,  doUvenble  to  the  town  of  Aberdeen, 

Alexandeu  Robertson,  Preses. 
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A.D-  1740-  meeting,  to  supply  the  town  with  4000  bolls  of  meal,  for  the  support 
of  the  inhabitants,  at  the  rate  of  13s.  4d.  sterling  the  boll ;  and  the 
magistrates  engaged  to  retail  it  to  the  people,  both  in  the  town  and 
in  the  country,  at  the  rate  of  lOd.  the  peck.  This,  with  an  impor- 
tation of  barley  from  Holland,  afforded  considerable  relief,  and  pre- 
vented any  serious  want.  But  the  inhabitants  in  the  higher  parts  of 
the  country  experienced  many  privations  and  distresses,  which  ap- 
proached almost  to  famine.  They  came  to  the  town  in  great  num- 
bers/ from  the  distance  of  forty  miles,  to  supplicate,  even  at  any 
price,  a  small  supply  of  com  or  meal,  for  the  sustenance  of  their 
families. 

1741.  On  the  4th  of  August,  this  year,  a  terrible  fire  broke  out  in  a 
house  on  the  west  side  of  the  Brondgate,  which,  at  first,  threatened 
destruction  to  that  part  of  the  town.  The  houses  being  constructed 
of  wood,  with  stake  and  rice  chimnies,  the  fire  rapdly  spread  itself  on 
each  side,  and  no  efforts  of  the  people  could  extinguish  it  until  se- 
veral adjoining  houses  had  been  completely  consumed.  Although  this 
was  a  severe  calamity  both  to  the  owners  and  to  the  inhabitants  of 
these  buildings,  yet  it  ultimately  proved  beneficial  to  the  town.  Af- 
ter this  accident,  an  act  of  council  was  passed,  ordaining  the  outside 
walls  of  houses  to  be  constmcted  wholly  of  stone  or  brick,  and  the 
roofs  to  be  covered  with  slate  or  tyle ;  and  prohibiting  every  person 
from  building  outside  walls  with  wood,  chinmies  with  lath  and  plais* 
ter,  or  covering  houses  with  turf,  heath,  or  straw.  In  consequence 
of  this  salutary  regulation^  the  citizens  began  to  rebuild  their  tene- 
ments in  a  more  regular  manner,  with  more  durable  and  substantial 
materials  than  formerly,  and  to  embellish  the  front  walls  of  their 
houses  with  dressed  and  regular  coursed  granite,  on  which  method  of 
building  improvements  have  continued  to  be  made. 

1742.  In  the  course  of  this  and  the  subsequent  year,  there  appears  to 
have  been  carried  on,  by  certain  persona  in  Aberdeen,  a  very  nefa« 
rious  traffic  with  Virginia,  being  a  spedes  of  the  slave  trade,  which, 
in  modern  times,  has  been  so  justly  reprobated,  and  is  now  hap- 
pily abolished  by  the  legislature.  It  would  seem,  that  young  boys 
of  the  country,  who  had  occasion  to  repair  to  the  town,  and  were 

without 


Digitized  by 


Google 


without  the  protection  of  their  friends,  were  enticed  to  enter  into  en-  A.D.  174^. 
gagements  with  the  traders  to  go  to  the  idantatioms  in  America* 
Manj  of  these  unwarj  youths  were,  hi  this  manner,  decoyed,  and 
transported  to  Virginia,  where  they  were  disposed  of  to  the  best  ac- 
count ;  and,  being  kept  in  a  condition  which  never  enabled  them  to 
redeem  their  freedom,  they  continued  in  bondage  as  long  as  theil 
masters  thought  proper  to  detain  them. 

This  trade,  although  it  was  well  known  tmder  the  name  d  kidnap-^ 
pingj  does  not  ^eem  to  have  much  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
people,  or  to  have  occasioned  much  alarm  in  the  town,  owing,  per- 
haps, to  their  ignoraiK^,  at  the  time,  of  the  iutm^  destiny  of  the  un- 
fortunate sufferers.  About  sixteen  years  afterwards,  however,  Peter 
Williamson,  one  of  them,  a  nsftive  of  Aberdeenshire,  who^  when  only 
about  ten  or  twelve  yesors  of  age,  had  been  thus  carried  off  &om  Aber-- 
deen^  miexpectedly  appeared  in  the  town^  Having  effected  his  li-* 
berty  in  America,  and  returned  to  Britain^  while  at  York,  in  his  way 
to  the  place  of  bis  nativifty,  he  published,  in  a  smsXi  pan^phlet,  the  de« 
^il  of  his  adventures^  a»d  particularly  of  his  sufferings  from  the 
French  and  Indians.  This  pamphlet,  which  disclosed  to  the  public 
the  manner  in  which  he  had  been  kidnapped,  and  carried  out  of 
Britain,  he  sold,  on  his  arrival,  in  Aberdeen,  in  June»  1758.  As  some 
of  the  citizens,  who  had  been  in  the  magistracy^  were  implicated  in 
this  disclosure,  they  were  highly  incensed  at  the  conduct  g£  William- 
son, and  were  the  cause  of  his  being  forthwith  summoned  before  two 
of  the  baillies,  at  the  suit  of  the  dean  of  guild,  as  public  prosecutor,,  to 
answer  for  a  libel  upon  the  churactev  and  reputation  of  the  merchants 
of  Aberdeen,  x  It  was  in  vain  for  him  to  deny  the  charge,  for  200 
copies  of  the  pamphlet  were  found  in  his  custody ;  and  equally  in 
yaux  did  be  plead  the  severities  which  he  had  endured^  while  in  bon- 
di^fe^  aaan  aUeirifttioiiof  hiao^Bce.  Having  no  protector  t€>  deftnd 
him,  nor  any  friend  to  intercede  with  his  judges,,  he  was  convicted  of 
the  libel ;  and  the  exceptionable  parts  of  the  book  were  condemned 
tD  h»  tor&  out,,  at  the  sight  of  his  prosecator^  aind  the  town-clerk,  and 
to  be  burnt,  at  the  cross,  by  the  hands  of  the  common  hangman. 
But  this  was  not  deqnied  to  be  an  adequate  expiation  of  the  offence* 
Ha  waBirQtdftinedto  eifl3K).|ia]rdoai  of  tbe^  mi^txate^  in  the  mMi^sei^ 
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A.D.  1742.  mwiVe  manner;  to  be  imprisoned  in  the  jail  till  he  did  so,  and  paid 
a  fine  of  ten  shillings ;  and  to  be  proscribed  the  town.  At  the  same 
time,  his  transgression  and  punishment  were  ordered  to  be  published 
in  the  newspapers. 

Williamson,  having  submitted  to  this  degrading  and  rigorous  con- 
demnation, repaired  to  Edinburgh,  where  his  case  was  taken  up  by 
some  friends  of  humanity,  and  became  the  subject  of  cognizance  of 
the  judges  of  the  supreme  court.  The  conduct  of  the  adventurers  in 
this  abominable  trade  of  kidnapping  was  developed,  by  production  of 
their  journals ;  and  the  iniquity  and  rigour  of  the  magistratesV  sen- 
tence appeared  so  manifest,  that  those  judges  did  not  hesitate  to  pro- 
nounce, in  the  month  of  February,  1762,  an  unanimous  judgment  in 
favour  of  Williamson,  condemning  the  provost,  four  baUlies,  and 
dean  of  guild,  jointly,  in  a  fine  of  L.lOO  sterling,  to  be  paid  to  him, 
as  a  reparation  for  the  injury,  which  he  had  sufiered  by  their  means ; 
with  the  whole  expence  of  the  law-suit,  being  about  L.80  sterling 
more.  And  the  judges,  to  testify  their  disapprobation  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  magistrates  in  this  instance,  directed  that  they 
should  be  personally  liable,  not  only  to  the  fine,  but  to  the  expense.* 

1745.  After  an  interval  of  thirty  years,  the  last  attempt  was  made  by 
the  Chevalier  de  St.  George  to  regain  the  crown  and  kingdoms 
which  the  bigotry  and  imprudence  of  his  father  had  so  justly  for- 
feited. His  son,  Charles  Edward  Stuart,  taking  advantage  of  some 
reverses  of  fortune  which  Britain  had  lately  experienced  on  the  con- 
tinent, set  sail,  in  a  French  frigate,  from  France,  in  the  month  of 
August,  this  year,  accompanied  by  a  few  friends,  for  accomplishing 

the 


*  The  magistrates  intended  to  have  taken  an  appeal  to  the  House  of  Peers/  but  they  were  dis« 
snaded  by  the  Earl  of  Findlater^  who  had  been^  for  inany  yean^  the  patron  of  the  town.  His  Lord- 
ship was  of  opinion,  that,  as  Williamson  was  a  poor  man,  an  iqppeal,  by  the  magista-ates  of  a  royal 
borough,  would  be  taken  up  in  a  very  un&vourable  point  of  view.  It  was,  therefore,  abandoned. 
The  Earl,  however,  being,  at  this  time.  Lord  High  Admiral  of  Scotland,  had  appointed  the  magis- 
trates his  Admirals  Depute  on  this  part  of  the  coast;  and,  although  the  salvages  of  wrecked  vessels 
were  generally  accounted  for  by  them,  firom  time  to  time,  to  his  Lordship,  yet  he  never  called  for 
any  money  that  might  have  been  received  by  his  deputies,  but,  with  the  greatest  liberality,  directed 
it  to  be  applied  to  the  common  good  of  the  town.  On  this  occasion,  he  was  pleased  to  order  the 
money  arising  from  such  salvages  to  be  appropriated  to  payment  of  the  fine  and  expenses,  wfaidi  had 
been  awarded  to  Williamson ;  and  it  was,  no  doubt,  applied  accor^Jingly.-— [^itf.S'.  penes  me-^Life  of 
Peter  WilUanuattf^ProceiS,  WilHamsim  againii  the  Magistrates  of  Aberdeen,  in  1761  and  17fi2*3 
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the  daring  enterprise  of  dethroning  the  king,  and  subverting  the  go-  a.d.  174^3 
vemment  of  Sritain.  He  flattered  himself  with  sanguine  hopes  of 
meeting  with  a  cordial  support  from  the  Jacobites,  and  disaffected 
chieftains,  in  Scotland,  whose  zeal  for  his  father's  cause  was  not  yet 
extinguished.  After  encountering  several  difliculties,  he  landed 
upon  the  west  coast  of  Scotland,  where  he  was  joined  by  a  few  of  the 
highland  clans,  imder  their  chiefs ;  and,  among  the  rest,  by  the  Mar- 
quis of  TuUibardine,  who  was  the  eldest  son  of  the  former  Duke  of 
Athol,  and  had  forfeited  his  estates  and  honours  by  his  accession  to 
the  previous  rebellion.  On  the  18th  of  the  same  month,  TuUibardine 
took  the  command  of  Prince  Charles'  army,  and  hostilities  com- 
menced with  the  king's  troops,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Fort  Wil- 
liam. Sir  John  Cope,  commander-in-chief  of  the  few  regular  troops 
in  Scotland,  immediately  put  in  motion  what  forces  he  could  collect, 
and  marched  in  quest  of  the  rebels.  He  left  Stirling,  with  about 
1500  foot,  intending  to  take  the  road  to  Inverness,  by  the  passage 
over  the  hills  of  Corriarach ;  but,  having  received  intelligence  that  the 
rebels  meant  to  attack  him  in  that  intricate  pass,  he  changed  his  route, 
proceeded  by  Buthven,  in  Badenoch,  and,  by  forced  marches,  arrived 
at  Inverness,  without  meeting  with  any  opposition,  leaving  the 
southern  part  of  the  kingdom  exposed  to  the  rebels. 

Meanwhile,  Prince  Charles,  finding  that  his  army  was  considerably 
augmented,  advanced  southward ;  and,  upon  the  8d  of  September, 
took  possession  of  the  town  of  Perth,  where  he  was  joined  by  a  no- 
bleman who  had  assumed  the  title  of  Duke  of  Perth,  and  by  other 
disafiected  barons.  He  marched  from  that  place,  passed  the  frith  of 
Forth,  and,  his  progress  being  uninterrupted,  took  possession  of  the 
city  of  Edinburgh,  after  some  little  resistance,  on  the  17th  Septem- 
ber. He  now  found  himself  in  the  metropolis  of  Scotland,  with  a 
pretty  numerous  army,  and  held  his  levees  in  the  king's  palace  of 
Holyrood. 

In  this  situation  of  public  affairs,  the  magistrates  of  Aberdeen, 
who  zealously  supported  the  house  of  Brunswick,  convened  the  citizens 
in  the  town-hall,  for  the  purpose  of  concerting  the  measures  proper  to 
be  adopted  in  this  diflBcult  juncture.  After  a  variety  of  opinions  among 
them,  it  was,  at  length,  resolved,  that  a  certain  number  of  the  inhabi- 
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A.D.  1745.  tants  shbulxl  be  atmed,  and  do  duly  altertiW^ly^  by  guatdd  5f  SfeV^Aty^ 
for  preservihg  peace  ahd  good  otdet  itt  the  towfa  ;  and  officers  ntte 
accordingly  appointed  by  the  magistrates!  fbt  tfcking  the  comlttand. 

Sir  John  Gope  having  found  no  commotion  at  iHvemess^  returned 
southward,  and  arrived  at  Aberdeen  on  the  11th  September,  with 
3100  foot^  hifi  army  being  augmented  by  the  highlanders  who  had 
joined  him  in  the  north.  He  rested  his  army  in  the  town  till  Sunday 
the  15th,  when  he  embarked  on  board  of  transports,  and  sailed  for  the 
souths  under  convoy  of  three  sloops  of  war.  He  Icinded  at  Dunbar 
on  the  subsequent  Tuesday,  being  the  same  day  on  which  Prince 
Charles  had  entered  tire  palace  of  Holyroodhouse,  Previous  to 
leaving  Aberdeen^  Cope  dismounted,  from  the  blockhouse,  six  fine 
twelve  pounders,  which  he  carried  away,  along  with  250  stand  of 
muskets,  and  ammunition^  belonging  to  the  town,  that  &ese  artillery 
and  arms  might  not  fall  into  the  h^uidsof  the  rebels.  Cope's  army^  en 
landing  at  Dunbu,  was  augmented  by  two  regiments  of  dragoons, 
who  h^  found  it  necessc^y  to  retire  from  Edinburgh,  on  the  xp^ 
pro^tdi  of  the  rebels. 

Upon  the  20th,  PrinC^  t^hiatlfes  ittttrfcJifed  frWA  liis  tJftttip,  bet* 
Duddingston,  in  quest  (Xtb'pe^iiVthyj  #hith  fccAi^lsted  bfiJbbtit  1900& 
horse  and  foot^  weU  supported  with  ^rtidleiy;  and-encaniped  m  the 
neighbouiiiood  of  Frestonpans^  with  the  village  of  Tranent  In  hia 
frentj  f^nd  the  sea  in  his  refnr>  -Early  iMxt  morning  the  jptince  com«- 
nieiiced  the  Attack,  at  the  head  of  aboirt  1^500  highlamders,  raggec^ 
Imlf  *armed^  End  undisciplined,  who,  with  <sword  in  hand,  chained  the 
king's  t-roo^s  with  Budi  iaipeti^sity,  that,  in  <a  veiy  ^hort  time,  they 
were  broken,  aad  4;otaUy  Toated.  Dbe  dragoons  ^ed  with  precipi- 
tsLTtcy  «t  the  (irst  onset  ^,  4md  the  ^neral  offi<3era^  having  4aefiectuallj 
'  attempted  to  i%illy  them>  thought  proper  to  consult  their  own  «afe^ 
by  a  rapid  retreat  towards  Coldstream.  In  this  action,  five  officers  t^ 
the  king's  army  were  kiUed,  among  whom  was  the  gallant  Colonel 
Gardenet ;  84  d^ltcers  vr&re  taken  prtsotiett^,  400  l^hk^tid^fite  killed, 
atid  1^0  taken  pri^owets.  Th^e  ^ble  ttrtill^,  cawip  eqtrtptrgfe,  atOL 
\he  ttiiKtary  dhe^  fell  into  1?he  h'andst/f  the  Virtcfrt,  '♦rhoilEftutnfed,  ftd 
triumph,  to  i:diftburgh.  Sir  JPohn  tJopfe  -tfiid  -rtit  T£M  of  Ijtfttdofh, 
with  some  dfagootis,  fled  to  i)unbar ;  'aftid  thfe  dffifcrts  ^t«4ib  ttd  1>ewi 

*  taken 


Digitized  by 


Google 


taken  iw'iftoners  veye  8?nt  into  Fife  «nd  Angus,  where  they  were  left  a.d.  174^'. 
at  their  liberty,  o»  their  p£iro)ei  which  many  of  them,  in  the  sequel, 
thought  proper  to  hr«akf 

About  this  time,  John  Hamilton,  chamberlain  to  the  Duke  of 
Gordon,  and  a  zealous  partizan  of  the  prince,  marched  into  Aberdeen, 
with  about  twenty-five  horsemen,  and  seventy  foot,  on  their  way  to 
join  the  rebel  army.  Qn  his  arrival,  he  assumed  not  a  little  authority 
in  the  town,  and  wajs  joined  by  several  disaffected  inhabitants.  He 
ordered  all  the  prisoners  in  the  jail  to  be  set  at  liberty,  proceeded  to 
the  cross,  where  he  proclaimed  a  manifesto,  announcing  Prince 
Charles  regent  of  th^  kingdom,  and  compelled  the  magistrates  to  at- 
tend him.  These  circumstances  having  occurred  on  the  day  ap- 
pointed for  the  annual  election  of  the  magistrates  and  town  council, 
in  which  some  progress  had  been  made  previous  to  the  arrival  of 
Hamilton,  it  was  thpught  advisable  to  postpone,  at  this  time,  any 
further  proceedings.  On  the  27th  September,  he  and  his  followers 
took  their  departure^  and  piK)cee^i?d  to  Ediinburg h,  where  they  joined 
the  rebd  army.  ^ 

The  Jacobites,  both  in  the  town  and  county,  were  so  much  elated 
with  the  late  successes  of  their  chief  in  the  south,  that  thev  could 
not  be  restrained  within  the  bounds  of  moderation.  After  Hamilton 
had  left  the  town,  several  gentlemen  from  Buchan,  and  other  parts  of 
the  country,  arrived,  with  about  thirty-^four  horse,  and  joined  Lord 
Pitd^o ;  but  they  «oob  departed^  taking  with  them  a  company  of 
foot,  composed  chiefly  of  some  young  men  and  apprentices,  who  had 
been  enticed  to  engage  in  the  service  of  the  rebels.  In  the  beg^n* 
ning  of  November,  Lord  Lewis  Gordon,  who  had  been  appointed,  by 
the  prince,  lord  lieutenant  of  the  counties  of  Aberdeen  and  Banff, 
xnade'his  appearance  in  the  town,  accompanied  by  William  Moir  of 
Lomnay,  and  James  Moir  of  Stoney  wood,  and  assumed  the  direction 
of  public  affairs.  He  summoned  the  magistrates,  who  had  formerly 
been  in  office,  and  the  counsellors,  who  had  been  nominated  upon 
the  £5ih  Septemb^,  to  meet  him  in  the  tQwn-hpupe,  ^n  order  to  com- 
et q  S  pletc 


*  CouneS  Register,  voL  IzL  pi  216. 
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A.D.  1745.  plete  the  act  of  election,  which  had  been  postponed;  and  to  put  the 
town  under  proper  civil  government ;  but  none  of  the  members  were 
inclined  to  attend  him.  He,  therefore,  named  a  set  of  magistrates 
and  counsellors,  suited  to  his  own  views ;  but,  notwithstanding  his 
threats  of  imprisonment,  they  all  declared  their  refusal  to  accept  the 
o£Sces  to  which  they  had  been  nominated.  On  this,  he  thought  it 
proper  to  appoint  Mr.  Moir  of  Lonmay  to  be  his  deputy-lieutenant, 
and  governor  of  the  town.  The  first  act  of  Mr.  Moir's  administra* 
tion  was  an  order  to  levy  the  cess  from  the  citizens  for  the  precede 
ing  jear,  being  L.487  6s.  4d.  sterling,  and  to  enforce  payment  by  mi- 
litary execution.  The  rebels  being  in  possession  of  the  town,  lived 
at  free  quarters,  and  the  lord  lieutenant  issued  his  directions  to  the 
landholders  of  the  county,  to  furnish,  for  their  army,  one  man,  sufii-- 
ciently  clothed  and  armed,  for  every  L.100  Scots  of  the  valued  rent 
of  their  lands,  or  to  pay  L.5  sterling  for  each  deficient  man,  in  lieu 
of  service  ;  and  in  this  levy  the  town  was  included. 

About  this  time.  Lord  John  Drummond,*  having  landed  at  Mon* 
trose,  made  his  appearance  in  Aberdeen,  under  the  assumed  title  of 
commander-in-chief  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty's  forces  in  Scot- 
land ;  and  published,  at  the  cross,  with  great  ceremony,  a  singular  ma- 
nifesto,! which  was,  afterwards,  printed,  and  dispersed.  But,  although 

it 


*  In  the  end  of  September  there  anrived  at  Stonehaven  two  ships  finom  France,  one  with  armtf, 
and  another  with  about  120  men,  officers  included ;  at  Peterhead,  two  ships^  with  about  150  Frendi 
troops,  and  warlike  stores ;  at  Aberdeen,  an  hospital  ship,  with  about  40  Frenchmen ;  and  at  Mon* 
trose,  two  ships,  with  troops  and  warlike  stores,  in  one  of  which  was  Lord  John  Drummond. 

t  *^  We,  Lord  John  Drummond,  Commander-in-chief  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty's  forces  in 
Scotland,  do  hereby  declare,  that  we  are  come  to  this  kingdom  with  written  orders  to  make  war 
against  the  King  of  England,  Elector  of  Hanover,  and  all  his  adherents;  and  that  the  positive  or* 
ders  we  have  from  his  most  Christian  Majesty  are,  to  attack  all  his  enemies  In  this  kingdom,  whom 
he  has  declared  to  be  those  who  will  not  inmiediately  join  or  assist,  as  fior  as  will  lie  in  their  power, 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  Regent  of  Scotland,  &c.  his  ally ;  and  whom  he  is  resolved,  with  concurrence 
of  the  King  of  Spain,  to  support,  in  the  taking  possession  of  Scotland,  England,  and  Ireland,  if  ne» 
cessary,  at  the  expense  of  all  the  men  and  money  he  is  master  of;  to  which  three  kingdoms  the  fiu 
mily  of  Stuart  have  so  just  and  indisputable  a  title.  And  his  most  Christian  Majesty's  positive  or- 
ders are,  that  his  enemies  should  be  used  in  this  kingdom^  in  proportion  to  the  harm  they  do,  or 
intend  to  do,  his  Royal  Highness's  cause.— >Crive»  at  Montrose,  Si  December,  1746." 
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alarmed  some  of  the  loyal  citizens,  yet,  in  general,  it  made  little  im-  A.D.  1740. 
pression,  and  was  treated  with  the  contempt  which  it  really  merited. 
In  the  meantime,  the  Earl  of  Loudon  having  been  appointed  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  king's  forces  in  the  north,  had  collected  a 
body  of  highlanders,  composed  of  M^Leods,  Monroes,  Sutherlands, 
McKays,  and  Grants,  and  detached  the  Laird  of  M^Leod,  with  500 
men,  having  under  him  Captain  Monro  of  Culcaim,  and  200  of  his 
dan,  to  deliver  Aberdeen  from  the  possession  of  the  rebels.  On 
the  intelligence  of  their  approach.  Lord  Lewis  Gordon  assem- 
bled all  the  forces  that  he  coiQd  collect  in  the  town  and  the  neigh- 
bourhood, to  the  number  of  about  1100  foot,  consisting  chiefly 
of  French  auxiliaries  and  Angus  men.  They  marched  from  the 
town  on  Monday,  SSd  December,  with  all  the  insignia  of  warlike  ar- 
ray, and  five  pieces  of  small  artillery,  which  they  had  seized  from  a 
vessel  in  the  harbour,  .  Their  route  was  to  Inverury,  by  the  Fintray 
road,  on  the  left  side  of  the  river  Don.  About  four  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  they  passed  the  river  Ury,  near  the  church,  and  surprised 
this  detachment  of  Lord  Loudon's  army,  to  the  number  of  1200  foot. 
A  skirmish  ensued,  and,  after  some  fighting,  the  clans  were  obliged 
to  retreat,  with  the  loss  of  five  men  killed,  and  about  forty  taken 
prisoners.  Of  the  rebels,  twenty  were  killed  in  the  action,  some  few 
drowned  or  killed  in  passing  the  river,  and  a  considerable  nimiber 
were  wounded.  Mr.  Maitland  of  Pittrichie,  Mr.  Forbes  of  Echt,  Mr. 
Chalmers,  late  principal  of  King*s  College,, who  happened  to  be  with 
the  king's  troops,  and  Lieutenant  Gordon,  of  the  Monros,  were  taken 
prisoners,  conducted  to  the  town,  and  confined  in  prison  for  some 
time,  where  they  were  harshly  treated.  Lord  Lewis  returned  to  the 
town,  greatly  elated  by  l|is  success,  which  was  too  insignificant  to  be 
of  any  important  advmitage  to  the  general  cause.  After  the  accom- 
plishment of  this  ejiterprise,  the  tow;n  cqntinued  to  be  infested,  with 
the  rebels;  and  the  deputy-lieutenant  imd:  governor  enforced  pay- 
ment of  a  contribution  of  I4.IOOO,  which  was  imposed  upon  the  citi- 
zens, towards  the  expense  of  supplies  for  the  rebel  »rmy» 
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A.D.  1745.  Meanwhile,  Prince  Charles  had  marched  into  England,  with  an 
army  of  about  6000  men.  In  the  beginning  of  November,  he  laid 
siege  to  Carlisle,  which,  in  three  days,  surrendered ;  and,  having  taken 
the  route  to  Manchester,  he  was  joined  by  about  two  hundred  men, 
and  penetrated  as  far  as  Derby,  where  his  army  halted.  The  disap- 
pointments which  he  had  met  wi^  in  finding  so  few  adherents  in 
England,  the  distresses  whidi  his  troops  had  endured  from  the  in- 
clemency of  the  season,  and  a  great  force,  under  the  Mng  in  person, 
which  lay  betwixt  him  and  London,  obliged  lum  to  retreat,  without 
delay,  into  Scotland.  He  conducted  his  retreat  in  good  order,  be- 
fore a  hfoassing  enemy,  with  unparalleled  celerity,  neither  plunder- 
ing the  country,  nor  leaving  the  sickj  the  strag^rs,  nor  artillery, 
behind.  On  his  return  to  Scotland,  he  defeated  the  king's  forces^ 
under  General  Hawley,  at  Falkirk,  and,  elated  with  his  success,  pro- 
ceeded to  besiege  Stirling- Castle.  Having  faikd  in  this  enterprise, 
and  the  royal  army,  under  the  Duke  d#  Cumberland,  closely  ^vvrgulng 
him,  he  precipitately  retired  into  the  north. 

1746.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year,  intelligence  being  brought  to  Aber- 
deen, that  his  Royal  Highness  had  arrived  at  Edinburgh  with  a  strong 
army,  and  had  driven  the  rebels  across  the  Forth,  such  of  them  as 
had  remained  in  the  town  were  seized  with  constenia4;ion«  and  began 
to  take  their  departure  rather  abruptly.  On  Uie  8th  of  February,  one 
of  the  divisions  of  the  rebel  army«  2000  strongs  marched  into  Aber. 
deen,  in  the  course  of  their  retreat  to  the  north,  and  others  of  them, 
followed ;  but,  on  the  SSd,  it  was  evacuated  by  the  rebels. 

Hie  Duke  made  rapid  progress  to  overtake  the  army  under  Prince 
Charles ;  but,  by  their  surprising  retreats,  imd  Itie  rigidity  of  thdr 
movem^ts,  they  eluded  his  valance.  On  Tuesday,  Sdth  February, 
one  regiment  of  drago<»iB,  and  three  regiments  of  foot,  of  the  toyvl 
army,  marched  into  the  town;  «id,  in  a  few  days  afterwards,  tlurteen 
regiments  of  foot^  and  three  regiments  of  cbragoons,  followed.  The 
former  were  cantoned  in  the  town,  imd  the  latter  m  -Old  Aberdeen, 
and  in  the  villages  in  the  neighbourhood. 

On  the  27th,  his  Royal  Highness  arrived  at  Aberdeen,  accompa- 
nied by  a  few  general  officers,  and  a  detachment  of  dragoons.    He 
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Was  received  in  the  SchooUiiU],  by  a  deputation  of  the  magistrates  a.d.  1746. 
who  had  served  in  office  previous  to  liie  rebdlioo,  and  conducted  to 
his  lodgings  in  the  Guestraw,  through  the  stxeets,  which  were  lined 
with  the  burgesses*  and  other  inhaUtants.*  On  the  subsequent  day» 
he  was  waited  on  bj  the  same  deputation,  and  by  other  iie^)ectable 
dtizens,  who  congbatulated  him  on  his  success,  azucl  w^comed  him  to 
the  town.    They  met  with  a  gracious  vece^ion. 

In  order  to  testify  his  approbation  of  the  good  conduct  of  the  ci- 
tizens, in  the  critical  jimcture  of  public  affairs,  he  announced  a  ball, 
in  the  Marischal  College,  on  Monday  the  8d  of  Mard^  which  was  at- 
tended by  all  the  respectable  people  of  the  town;  and  his  Boyal 
Highness  was  pleased  to  display  sincere  marks  of  respect  both  for 
tiie  lai^es  and  the  gentlemen  who  trere  assembled  on  this  occasion. 

The  «rmy  reniauied  in  4heir.  cantonments  until  libe  beginning  of 
■Apdl*  whto  be  btgaa  to  (lut  ius  troops  in  motioxi,  that  he  might  com- 
mence  hoStiffities  lagainst  the  rdvels.  On  the  8th  of  jAptil,  the  Dube 
took  his  departure  from  Aberdeen,  with  the  rear  division  of  his  army, 
the  main  body,  which  was  advancing  northward,  having  marched 
some  days  before  him. 

Bofott  lewrwig  the  tow*)  bepkioed  its  ciral  goremment  under  the 
direetimtif  Jama«  Mchrison  of  Elsid^  who  had  fortaeify  filled  the 
•office  txf  Kkiet  magfatfatta,  rail  cf  edevm  otho*  d!tifleni^  for  die  fwr- 
|iOsc«f  pttObtfittg  tioie  feabt,  until  taaMiqufllity  should  be  restoied. 
Jkt  tbe  'SMue  tim^  tiie  newly  mected  huildmg  tif  Eobert  •Gardoa'is 
hospital  was  converted  into  a  tempctnoy  fiailt,  wilih  a  garrison  <b£  200 
men,  who  were  put  under  the  command  of  a  captain.  It  was  sur- 
rdieinded  by  a  trench,  and  earthen  ramparts,  faced  with  palisadoes, 
and  called  Foit  /Cutnberland.  The  citizens,  to  the  number  of  400, 
eifi-oUed  tliemselves  as  volunteers,  to  serve  as  guards  in  the  town,  in 
the  absence  of  the  king's  forces,  and  were  regularly  trained  to  airasf. 

Tbe  xqyA  anqy,  hsKiag  pasaed  the  riirer  Spey  widhoot  bdog 

»bl)«tcd  b^  die  rdbeb,  Aougha  body  ref  tiiem  hovered  on  the  op- 

.     .  poate 
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A.D.  1746.  posite  bank,  proceeded  to  Nairn,  where  his  Royal  Highness  received 
intelligence  that  they  had  advanced,  on  their  way  to  meet  him,  from 
Inverness  to  Culloden,  about  nine  miles  distant  from  his  position.  On 
the  16th,  the  Duke  came  up  with  the  rebels,  who  were  formed,  in  order 
.of  battle,  on  the  moor  of  Culloden.  They  were  found  to  be  about 
6000  strong ;  but  the  king's  forces  outnumbered  them,  and  were  dis^ 
posed  in  excellent  order  by  their  commander,  who,  during  the  w'hole 
of  the  engagement,  distinguished  himself  by  displaying  the  abilities  of 
an  experienced  general.  The  royal  army  was  supported  with  ten  field 
pieces ;  the  artillery  of  the  rebels  was  less  numerous,  badly  served,  and 
ill  directed.  The  cannonading  began  about  one  in  the  afternooui 
and  the  rebels,  impatient  of  the  galling  fire  of  the  royal  artillery^ 
rushed  on,  and  charged  the  king's  troops  with  their  usual  impetuo- 
sity ;  but,  although  the  left  wing  was  staggered  by  the  fury  of  their 
assault,  yet  on  the  right  and  centre  they  had  made  no  impression. 
In  a  short  time,  the  rebels  were  vanquished,  and  a  total  rout  en^ 
sued.  What  followed  is  so  well  known  in  history,  that  it  is  mmeces- 
sary  to  recapitulate  it  here. 

By  this  decisive  -victory,  the  rebellion  was  completely  extin- 
guished, and  tranquilUty  soon  restored.  Intelligence  of  this  event 
being  brought  to  the  town,  there  were  great  rejoicings,  which  were 
continued  by  the  citizens  for  two  days.  Addresses  were  transmitted 
from  the  twelve  gentlemen  who  had  been  appointed  governors,  and 
from  the  citizens,  both  to  the  King,  and  to  his  Royal  Highness  the 
Duke,  congratulating  them  on  the  late  success  of  his  Majesty's  anns, 
and  the  suppression  of  the  rebdlion. 

The  government  of  the  town  was  restored  to  legitimate  magis- 
trates  and  a  town  council,  under  the  authority  of  an  ordinance  of  the 
king  and  council,  which  directed,  that  the  same  persons  who  might 
have  elected  the  magistrates,  coimsellors,  and  other  office-bearers,  at 
Michaelmas  last,  should  meet,  on  the  9th  of  July,  and  proceed  to 
complete  the  election,  according  to  the  ancient  practice ;  and  those 
who  were  so  elected  were  authorised  to  continue  in  their  respective 
offices  until  the  ordinary  day  of  the  annual  change,  in  the  month  of 
September,  After  the  election^  the  magistrates  and  council  voted 
the  freedom  of  the  town,  to  be  presented;  in  an  elegant  gold  box,  to 
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the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  to  whom  they  paid  many  high  compli-  A.D.  1740. 
ments,  on  his  bravery  and  good  conduct,  in  so  speedily  and  effectu- 
ally extinguishing  the  rebellion.     The  box  was  presented  to  his  Royal 
Highness  by  Mr.  Maule,  member  of  parliament  for  this  district  of 
boroughs,  and  graciously  received. 

After  the  battle  of  CuUoden,  part  of  the  royal  armj  returned  to 
Aberdeen,  where  the  S6th  (Fleming's)  regiment  remained  in  canton- 
ments during  the  summer.  Some  of  the  officers  of  that  corps,  per- 
haps elated  by  their  late  successes,  could  not  be  restrained  from 
committing  outrages  upon  the  inhabitants.  On  the  first  of  August, 
being  the  anniversary  day  of  the  accession  of  King  George  I.  to  the 
throne,  they  conceived  that  they  had  a  right  to  order  the  windows  of 
the  houses  in  the  town  to  be  illuminated.  This  not  having  been  so 
readily  complied  with  as  was  expected,  they  gave  directions  to  the 
soldiers  to  demolish  the  windows ;  by  which  means  considerable  da- 
mage was  occasioned  to  the  inhabitants.  The  magistrates  acted,  on 
this  occasion,  with  becoming  spirit,  for,  next  day,  they  issued  a  war- 
rant to  apprehend  one  of  the  officers  who  had  given  directions  to 
break  the  windows,  and  to  order  him  to  be  committed  to  jail,  till  he 
should  find  security,  under  »  high  penalty,  to  stand  trial  for  the  of- 
fence. The  officers,  who  were  the  abettors  in  this  outrage,  had  cause 
to  regret  their  imprudence ;  for  not  only  the  crown  lawyers,  but  the 
comitnander-in-chief,  expressed,  in  decided  terms,  disapprobation  of 
their  conduct  on  this  occasion ;  and  the  magistrates  had  determined 
to  sue  them  for  reparation  of  the  damages  which  had  been  suffered  by 
the  citizens.  At  the  intercession,  however,  of  the  Earl  of  Albemarle^ 
commander-in-chief,  and  of  the  Lord  Justice  Clerk,  the  matter  was  re- 
ferred to  the  arbitration  of  two  gentlemen  of  the  county,  who  pro- 
nounced an  award,  finding  the  officers  liable  to  L.60  16s.  5d.  being 
the  loss  which  had  been  sustained  by  the  poorer  ranks  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. The  damages  suffered  by  others  in  the  town,  which  were  very 
considerable,  never  were  claimed. 

In  the  course  of  this  rebellion,  Aberdeen  had  not  many  grievances 
to  complain  of;   for,  although  it  had  been  in  possession  of  the 

R  r  rebels 
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A.D.  1746.  rebels  for  five  or  six  months,  yet  few  excesses  were  committed  by 
them  upon  the  inhabitants ;  and  the  contributions  which  were  im- 
posed by  their  leaders  were,  upon  the  whole,  very  inconsiderable,  and 
scarcely  felt  by  those  who  were  subjected  to  them.  The  money  re- 
mitted to  pay  the  royal  army,  and  the  gold  which  was  sent  over  from 
France  to  assist  the  pretender,  occasioned  a  considerable  influx  of 
wealth  into  the  country ;  and  many  persons  in  the  town  experienced 
the  benefits  arising  from  it,  and  from  the  furnishings  and  provisions 
to  both  armies.  After  this  event,  the  people  began  to  apply  them- 
selves more  to  industry,  and  to  make  greater  exertions,  in  the  way  of 
trade  and  manufactures,  than  they  had  formerly  been  accustomed  to 
do ;  so  that,  upon  the  whole,  the  result  of  the  rebellion  was,. in  many 
respects,  favourable  to  Scotland.  After  that  period,  the  trade  and 
population  of  Aberdeen  would  appear  to  have  gradually  increased. 

1752.  At  Michaelmas,  this  year,  a  difference  arose  among  some  of  the 
leading  members  of  the  town  council,  concerning  the  politics  of  the 
borough.  Alexander  Livingston  of  Countesswells  had  been  chosen 
provost  at  the  preceding  election,  was  zealous  in  promoting  the 
trade  and  manufactures  of  the  place,  where  he  had  established  seve- 
ral trading  companies,  and  was  supported  by  a  pretty  strong  party  in 
the  council.  He  had,  however,  unfortunately  incurred  the  displea- 
sure of  some  of  the  oldest  members,  who  now  formed  a  party  to  op- 
pose him,*  in  the  event  of  his  standing  a  candidate  for  re-election* 
The  counsellors  were  equally  divided,  nine  being  against  him,  eight 
only  in  his  interest,  and  one  being  absent.  On  the  day  of  the  an« 
nual  election,  the  provost  could  only  muster  nine  vottfs,  when  the  old 
council  met  to  choose  the  new ;  all  the  other  members  having  ab- 
sented themselves  intentionally,  although  they  were  duly  summoned  to 
attend,  at  the  hour  appointed.  The  provost,  notwithstanding,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  nomination  of  the  new  counsellors,  who  were  all  his  ad- 
herents ;  and,  in  the  evening,  the  election  was  completed^  in  the  usual 

manner^ 


*  Mr.  Livingston  was  a  native  of  Aberdeen^  and  had^  in  the  course  of  trade^  acquired  a  consi* 
derable  fortune  in  Rotterdam.  The  only  charge  against  him  was^  that  the  price  of  meal  had  risen 
in  the  course  of  his  mayoralty,  a  circumstance  which  he  could  not  prevent,  for  it  was  well  known, 
that  he  never  had  been  concerned  as  a  dealer  in  com  or  meaL 
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manner,  he  himself  being  elected  provost,  and  his  friends  office-  a.d.  1752. 
bearers  and  counsellors.  The  party  of  the  old  council  who  had  ab- 
sented themselves  now  murmured  loudly  at  the  advantage  which 
had  been  taken  of  their  absence,  and  resolved  to  complain  to  the  su- 
preme civil  court ;  but  it  appears  their  counsel  at  Edinburgh  were  of 
opinion,  that,  as  they  had  intentionally  absented  themselves,  it  was 
not  competent  to  them  to  prosecute  a  complaint  in  the  present  in- 
stance, but  that  other  burgesses  might  complain  of  the  illegality  of  the 
election.  A  summary  complaint  was  accordingly  presented  to  the  court 
of  session,  in  name  of  a  number  of  the  friends  of  the  opposition,  and 
the  usual  warrant  was  issued  upon  it ;  but  some  omission  or  informa- 
lity having  taken  place,  which  was  fatal  to  the  action,  the  parties 
cooled  in  their  ardour,  abandoned  the  law-suit,  and  acquiesced  in  a 
reference,  which  was  proposed,  to  the  Earl  of  Findlater,  who  not  only 
reconciled  them,  but  confirmed  the  election ;  which  put  an  end  to 
political  differences  in  the  council  for  many  years. 

About  this  time,  a  discord  sprung  up  among  the  people,  con-  1754. 
oeming  the  psalmody  in  the  church.  The  music  had  been  long 
complained  of,  as  too  slow  and  inharmonious  to  the  refined  taste  of  ^ 
many  of  the  congregation.  An  improvement  had  been  lately  made 
in  church  music,  in  some  of  the  neighbouring  parishes,  by  a  person 
of  the  name  of  Shannon,  who  professed  to  teach  the  musicd  art.  To 
gratify  many  of  the  principal  citizens,  the  magistrates  engaged  him 
to  perform,  along  with  his  pupils,  in  the  church,  which  he  accord- 
ingly did,  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  a  majority  of  the  people.  This 
rehgious  innovation,  however,  alarmed  Mr.  John  Bisset  and  Mr. 
James  Qgilvie,  two  of  the  ministers,  who  represented  it  as  no  less  than 
the  introduction  of  idolatry ;  particularly,  as  Shannon  had  formerly 
been  a  soldier,  and  used  a  pitch  pipe.  In  this  they  were  supported 
by  the  members  of  the  church  session,  who  carried  matters  so  far  as 
to  dictate  to  the  congregation  how  they  should  sing,  and  what  tunes 
they  should  practise  in  the  church;  by  which ^ means  a  ferment 
was  raised  among  the  people,  who,  as  usual,  in  such  cases,  were  much 
divided.  The  matter  having  been  carried  before  the  presbytery  by 
an  appeal,  that  reverend  body  was  of  opinion,  that  the  church 
session  had  done  wrong,   and  that  they  had  no  power  to  dic- 
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A.D.  1754.  tate  to  the  congregation  how  they  should  sing,  nor  to  restrict  them 
to  any  number  of  tunes.  At  the  same  time,  they  recommended  to 
the  people  to  learn  and  sing  what  pieces  of  music  they  thought  proper. 

1756.  The  ambitious  schemes  of  the  French  in  North  America  having 
now  occasioned  disputes  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  con- 
cerning the  British  settlements  on  that  continent,  a  rupture  ensued 
between  the  two  nations,  which  involved  Britain  in  a  tedious  and 
bloody  war  in  almost  every  quarter  of  the  globe.  Hostilities  com- 
menced in  North  America,  afterwards  in  Germany,  for  the  protection 
of  his  Majesty's  electoral  dominions  of  Hanover ;  and  formidable  ar- 
maments, both  by  sea  and  land,  were  fitted  out  by  the  belligerent 
powers*-  Soon  after  the  commencement  of  hostilities^  an  invasion  of 
Britain  was  threatened  by  France,  and  various  preparations  were 
made  for  that  purpose.  The  magistrates  of  Aberdeen  thought  it 
proper  to  adopt  necessary  measures  of  precaution  for  the  safety  of 
the  town,  in  the  event  of  a  descent  being  attempted  by  the  enemy. 
The  blockhouse  was  repaired,  and  mounted  with  four  twelve-pounders, 
for  the  protection  of  the  harbour ;  and  the  citizens  were  enrolled  as  vo- 
lunteers, to  the  number  of  500,  to  serve  as  a  cwps  for  the  defence  of 
the  town ;  but  no  circumstance  occurred  to  require  their  services. 
On  one  occasion,  however,  a  considerable  alarm  was  spread,  by  the 
appearance,  on  the  coast,  of  six  French  frigates,  with  1300  land  forces 
on  board,  under  the  command  of  the  noted  adventurer  Thurot ;  but 
this  squadron  did  not  attempt  any  landing  of  troops,  and  soon  dis-^ 
appeared.. 

In  the  course  of  this  war,  the  ship  owners  suffered  severe  losses>^ 
by  having  many  of  their  vessels  captured  by  French  privateers; 
which,  although  they  allowed  them  to  be  ransomed,  as  was  then  the 
practice,  carried  off,  on  frequent  occasions,  more  money  from  the 
owners  than  the  real  value  of  the  ships  that  had  been  taken. 

1761.  The  22d  of  September,  this  year,  being  fixed  for  the  coronation  of 
our  gracious  sovereign.  King  George  III.  and  of  his  Queen,  Char- 
lotte, who  are  both  still  in  Hfe,  was  celebrated  in  the  town  with  every 
demonstration  of  joy.  The  day  was  ushered  in  by  the  ringing  of 
bells,  and  by  bonfires  on  the  streets.    In  the  course  of  the  forenoon,  a 
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concert  of  vocal  and  instrumental  music  was  performed  in  the  hall  of  A.D.  1761. 
the  Marischal  College^  to  which  many  of  the  citizens  were  invited, 
by  printed  cards  from  the  magistrates.  The  company  was  numerous, 
and  the  ladies  were  splendidly  dressed  for  the  occasion.  After  the 
concert,  they  repaired  to  the  town-hall,  where  an  elegant  collation 
was  prepared  for  them  ;  and  the  gentlemen  proceeded  to  an  amphi* 
theatre,  constructed  in  the  Castle-street,  on  the  east  side  of  the  cross, 
where  they  drank,  in  wine,  the  healths  of  the  king  and  queen,  and 
other  patriotic  toasts ;  the  military  firing  vollies  in  the  intervals.  In 
the  evening,  the  houses  were  brilliantly  illuminated,  and  the  citizens 
were  entertained  by  the  magistrates  in  the  town-hall.  To  add  to 
the  splendour  of  the  day,  the  incorporated  trades  assembled,  and  ac- 
companied their  convener  and  their  deacons  in  a  grand  procession 
through  the  streets,  with  their  respective  colours  and  insignia  dis- 
played. Afterwards,  they  sat  down  to  a  sumptuous  entertainment, 
provided  in  their  common  hall,  to  which  the  magistrates  and  some 
of  the  principal  citizens  were  invited. 

The  latter  part  of  this  year  was  remarkable  for  a  long  continu-  1767. 
ance  of  unfavourable  weather,  which  retarded  the  harvest.  The 
alarm  of  scarcity  occasioned  a  considerable  rise  in  the  price  of 
corii;  and  the  populace,  as  usual,  denounced  their  vengeance  on 
the  dealers  in  meal  in  the  town.  In  the  month  of  December,  a  mob 
of  disorderly  persons  assembled  on  the  street,  broke  open  the  cellar 
of  one  of  those  dealers,  threatened  to  put  himself  to  death,  and  car- 
ried o£f,  in  a  very  lawless  manner,  a  considerable  quantity  of  his 
stock.  The  magistrates  and  sheriff  of  the  county  being  unable  to 
restrain  this  outrage,  were  compelled  to  call  out  the  military  to  their 
assistance.  In  vain  did  they  attempt  to  quell  the  disturbance,  and 
disperse  the  mob ;  and  every  persuasive  effort  to  appease  the  people 
having  failed,  the  soldiers  were,  ordered  to  fire  upon  them,  and  ac- 
cordingly one  man  was  killed,  and  several  persons  wounded.  The 
rioters  now  thought  proper  to  take  flight ;  but  a  few  of  the  most 
active  of  the  ringleaders  were  apprehended,  committed  to  prison, 
tried  before  the  circuit  coiut  of  justiciary  in  the  subsequent  spring, 
and  two  of  them  being  convicted  of  the  outrage,  one  was  banished 
from  the  kingdom,  and  the  other  suffered  the  punishment  of  trans- 
portation. About 
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A.D.  1775.  About  this  time,  differences  arose  between  Great  Britain  and  her 
colonies  in  North  America,  with  relation  to  the  expense  which  had 
been  incurred  by  Britain,  in  the  prosecution  of  the  former  war  with 
France,  chiefly  for  their  protection.  The  ministers  considered,  that 
the  American  colonies  were,  upon  every  principle  of  equity,  respon- 
sible for  a  part  of  this  expense ;  and,  on  that  account,  imposed  a  tax, 
or  stamp  duty,  on  paper,  used  for  various  purposes,  in  the  course  of 
trade,  within  the  colonial  territories.  This  tax  being  resisted  by  the 
Americans,  was  abandoned,  and  another  substituted  in  its  place, 
being  a  duty  on  certain  commodities  exported  from  Britain  to  the 
colonies.  This  met  with  still  greater  opposition,  and,  ultimately, 
both  countries  were  involved  in  a  tedious  and  disastrous  war,  which 
terminated,  at  the  end  of  seven  years>  by  establishing  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  American  states. 

Soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  War,  the  citizens  of  Aber- 
deen made  an  attempt  to  establish  a  corps  of  volunteers,  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  town,  and  about  500  of  them  were  embodied  and  armed; 
but  their  plan  of  service  not  corresponding  with  what  had  been  set- 
tled by  government,  they  were  soon  disembodied.  That  nothing, 
however,  might  be  deficient,  on  the  part  of  the  magistrates  and  of 
the  citizens,  to  display  their  zeal  in  support  of  the  constitutional 
connexion  between  the  mother  country  and  her  colonies,  they,  in  Ja- 
1778.  nuary,  this  year,  tendered  an  offer  to  raise  a  regiment,  to  be  called 
the  Aberdeen  volunteers,  to  serve  in  the  line ;  and  considerable  sub- 
scriptions were  made,  in  money,  by  the  citizens,  for  defraying  the 
charge  of  this  undertaking.  But  his  Majesty's  ministers  declined  to 
accept  this  patriotic  offer,  by  a  letter  to  the  magistrates  from  the  Earl 
of  Suffolk,  one  of  the  principal  secretaries  of  state.* 

1781.  In  the  spring  of  this  year,  three  privateers  were  fitted  out  by  three 
several  associations  of  adventurers  in  Aberdeen,  at  a  considerable  ex- 
pense, to  cruize  against  the  Americans,  and  their  allies ;  but  they  did 
not  meet  with  the  desired  success,  having  returned  from  their  cruizes 
without  making  any  captures*    One  of  these  privateers,  called  the 

Revenge, 


*  Council  Register,  voL  buy.  p.  116. 
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RevengCf  of  100  tons  burthen^  mounted  twelve  guns,  the  crew  con-  a.d,  1781. 
sisting  of  forty  men ;  another,  the  Liberty^  of  the  same  burthen,  with 
the  same  number  of  guns,  and  crew ;  and  the  third,  the  Tartar^  of 
60  tons  burthen,  armed  with  four  guns,  having  twenty  men  on- 
board. On  the  Sfitiii  May,  this  year,  two  of  these,  the  Liberty  and 
Tartar  J  were  cut  out  of  the  bay  of  Aberdeen,  where  they  were  rid- 
ing at  anchor,  and  both  destroyed,  by  the  noted  Captain  Fall,  under 
the  guns  of  the  newly  erected  battery.  These  circumstances  seem  to 
have  put  a  stop  to  future  adventures  of  that  kind  in  this  quarter. 

In  the  course  of  the  war,  the  owners  of  shipping  belonging  to 
the  port  suffered  very  severe  losses,  by  the  enemies  privateers,  which 
captured,  ransomed,  and  destroyed  many  of  their  vessels. 

This  year  was  long  remembered,  for  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  1782. 
during  the  greatest  part  of  it,  and  for  scarcity  and  dearth.  In  the 
month  of  October,  when  very  little  progress  had  been^made  in  the 
harvest,  severe  frosts,  attended  with  heavy  falls  of  snow,  set  in,  which 
destroyed  the  standing  corn,  prevented  it  from  ripening,  and  mate- 
rially injured,  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  a  great  part  of  what  had 
been  cut  down.  The  unceasing  continuance  of  bad  weather  during- 
the  latter  part  of  the  year  retarded  tne  harvest  so  much,  that,  in  the 
middle  of  December,  it  was  not  completely  finished.  These  circum- 
stances naturally  occasioned  an  alarming  deficiency  in  the  crop,  and 
famine  would  have  been  the  inevitable  consequence,  had  not  the 
ports  been  opened  for  the  importation  of  corn,  upon  paying  the  low 
duties,  and  great  exertions  made,  by  government,  and  individuals,  to 
procure  supplies  from  foreign  countries,  for  the  necessities  of  the 
people. 

The  magistrates'  of  Aberdeen  embraced  the  earliest  opportunity 
of  concerting  the  best  means  of  alleviating  the  distresses  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  of  preventing,,  among  the  indigent  part  of  them, 
so  severe  a  calamity^as  famine,  which  was  much  dreaded.  In  the 
end  of  October,  it  was  found,  on  enquiry,  that  the  stock  of 
corn  and  meal,. of  all  kinds^  in  the  town,  was  inadequate  to  more 
than  two  weeks  consumption ;  and  there  being  little  prospect  of  any 
supply  from  the  county,  the  magistrates  judged  it  proper  to  sum- 
mon 
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A.D.  1782.  mon  a  meeting  of  the  principal  citizens,  to*  advise  with  them  in 
this  distressing  juncture.  At  this  meeting,  a  committee*  of  nine- 
teen gentlemen  was  appointed,  to  solicit  pecuniary  aid,  by  vo* 
luntary  subscriptions,  that  a  fund  might  be  raised  for  purchasing 
com,  wherever  it  could  be  procured ;  and  for  conducting  the  busi- 
ness, upon  a  proper  system,  for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants.  The 
contributions,  from  the  public  societies  of  the  town,  and  from  indivi* 
duals,  were  very  liberal,  the  sum  of  L.1719  17s*  6d.  being  speedily 

raised; 


*^  The  Gentlemen  who  were  appointed  of  thia  Committee  were  :•» 


William  Youngs  Esq.  Lord  IVoyost 
James  Jopp,  Esq.  lat^I^rorott 
William  Cruden,  Esq.  late  Baillie 
John  Auldjo,  Esq.  late  Baillie 
Frauds  Leys,  Esq.  late  Baillie 
Alexander  Allardyce,  Esq. 
Thomas  Bannerman,  Esq.  Merchant  t 
Alexander  Leslie,  Esq.  do. 

Alexander  Black,  Esq.  da 

Bobert  Turner,  Esq.  Sheriff  Substitute 


John  Qordon,  Esq.  Sheriff  Qerk 

James  Gibbon,  from  Society  of  Shipmasters 

Boderick  M'Leod,  Sub-Prindpal  of  King's  College 

Bev.  Dr.  Gerrard,  Professor  of  Divinity,      do. 

Thomas  Taylor,  Convener  of  the  Trades 

James  Gordon,  Master  of  the  Trades'  Hospital 

John  Tower,  late  Convener 

J.  Hackett,  from  the  Incorporation  of  Shoemakers 

George  Moir,  Esq.  of  Scotstown. 


The  Committee,  on  28th  December,  1784,  fitted  and  settled  the  accounts  of  their  management, 
which  were  deposited  in  the  ardiives  of  the  town.  From  these  accounts  it  appears,  that  the  Com- 
mittee imported  into  Aberdeen,  from  the  continent,  and  from  England,  the  following  quantities  of 
grain  and  meal,  betwixt  the  beginning  of  January  and  the  end  of  July,  1785,  at  the  ftnn^^  ctf« 
fmUo  prices:— 


Account  of  Oats,  Bxab,  Barlet,  ANn  Mxal,  importxd. 


Saekt,       QwaHen, 


To  Oats,  without  charges  ■  average,  per  boll,  18s.  8d.  --*— 

—  Oatmeal do do.....JLl  4s.  -i— • 

—  Bear — — 

—  Bear  meal ->-*- 

—  Barley -i— 

-«-  Pease  meal 402 

—  Flour 1190 

—  Meal,  Wheat,  &c. 99 

~  White  pease 514 

2M5 


BoUs. 

4849 

4498 

100 

140 


619 


L.8,974  10 
4,564  7 
125  18 
189  18 
925  3 
552  1 
2,448  18 
165  15 
848     0 


619        9082  L.18;704    2    0 


t  Mr.  Bsnncnnan  is  now  the  onlj  suirlTiag  Member  of  this  Committee. 
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raised  ;  and  the  Aberdeen  Bank  and  the  Bank  of  Scotland*  agreed  to  a.d.  1782. 
advance  money,  for  twelve  months,  free  of  interest.  By  these  means, 
the  Committee  were  enabled  to  purchase  corn  on  the  continent ; 
supplies  of  various  kinds  of  grain  were  obtained  from  England ;  and 
the  poor  people  were  prevented  from  feeling,  in  so  gieat  a  degree, 
distresses,  to  which  they  would  otherwise  have  been  exposed  by 
the  failure  of  the  crop. 

On  the  24th  of  December,  a  meeting  of  the  gentlemen  of  landed 
property  was  also  held  at  Aberdeen,  for  the  purpose  of  enquiring  into 
the  state  of  the  crop,  and  the  probable  quantity  of  corn  that  might  be 
wanted  to  supply  the  inhabitants  of  the  county.  At  this  time  it  ap- 
peared, that  great  quantities  of  grain  were  remaining,  uncut  down, 
in  many  parts  of  the  country ;  and  it  was  the  general  opinion,  that  it 
would  require  nearly  three  bolls  of  the  best  oats  to  yield  one  boll  of 
meal.  From  these  and  other  circumstances,  it  was  computed,  that 
to  give  the  inhabitants  their  usual  quantum  of  meal,  there  would  be 
wanted  no  less  than  220,000  bolls,f  over  and  above  what  might  be 
expected  from  the  produce  of  the  county. 

s  s  By 


*  The  town-subscribed  three  hundred  guineas,  firom  the  public  fiinds ;  and  the  remainder  was 
tubsdibed  by  individuals  of  the  town.  The  Aberdeen  Bank  and  Bank  of  Scotland  agreed  to  ad« 
vance  L.SOOO  each,  for  twelve  months,  ftee  of  interest. 

"    t  The  following  statement  was  made  up,  some  time  afterwards,  by  the  late  Dr.  James  Ander- 
son of  Monnie,  on  the  subject  of  the  crop  1782 :«« 

«'  It  was  computed,  that,  in  an  ordinary  year,  the  expenditure  of  100  bolls  of  great  oats  might 
be  thus  allocated :  75  for  meal,  which  would,  on  an  average,  jdeld  70  bolls  of  meal ;  and  25  bolls 
fer  seed.  Of  the  presentcrop,  instead  of  25  Ix^  for  seed,  it  was  supposed,  that,  on  account  of  the 
badness  of  its  quali^,  30  bolls  at  least  would  be  wanted ;  but  SO  bolls  of  the  75  being  lost  by 
waste,  there  would  remain  only  45 ;  which,  on  an  average,  between  one  half  and -two  thirds  meal, 
would  yield  18^  bolls,  (being  little  more  than  one  fifth  part  of  the  usual  quantity,)  instead  of  70, 
which  were  appropriated  to  that  purpose  in  an  ordinary  year. 

''  To  ascertain  what  would  be  the  deficiency  for  the  whole  county;  assuming  these  facts  as  data, 
it  was  supposed,  that  the  whole  population  of  Aberdeenshire  was  nearly  131,000;  and,  allowing  one 
peck  of  meal  to  each  person  per  week,  the  consumption  of  the  whole  county  would  be  upwards  of 
300,000  bolls,  for  one  year. 

<'  It  was  admitted,  that  the  county  used  to  sujqply  its  whole  inhabitants  with  com,  in  an  ordinary 
year,  and  no  more ;  for  it  appeared,  from  the  Custom-house  books,  that  the  exports  and  imports, 
including  transportation  coast-wise^  in  both  cases,  were,  on  an  average  of  years,  nearly  equal. 

*'  From 
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A.D.  i78ie.  Bj  the  great  exertions  of  the  Committee  of  the  dtizeng^  and  the 
steady  measures  which  they  pursued,  for  upifards  of  a  year,  an  abrni* 
dant  supply  of  meal  was  obtained  for  the  inhabitants,  and  the  few 
privations  which  they  experienced  during  that  period  of  scarcity 

were 


^  From  the  above  data^  it  appeared,  that»  instead  of  300,000  boDa  of  meal,  the  oonnty  would  thia 
year  bav«  no  mmmtbtfi  r9>0<K>>  mJ  MfiO^  ao  that^  to  give  the  inbabhauta  tiieir  «mui1  supply^ 
thm  would  be  Wf9i|e«  «0O»O0O. 

«<  Ibttudke  up  tbia  defirieiacy,  the  mallnif  of  bear  wat  to  bf  fiinen  iqp  by  aU  nnk9»  mi  it  wit 

9uppotod,  that  about  one  half  of  the  uaiul  quantity  of  bear  raised  in  the  wnvty,  egtimst^  at  S<V00O 
bolls  nearly,  viz.  40,000  bolls,  would  be  made  into  meal ;  which,  at  1|  bolls  from  a  boU  of  bear> 
would  yidd,  of  meal,  to^be  i^lied  to  Aiod  •  -  Bolk..SOfiM 

**  To  make  up  the  deficiency,  it  was  cnmpnted,  that  there  would  be  a  nving  in  the 
quantity  coMHOied  by  Ae  lower  sanha  of  people,  whidi,  if  ealixBatad  a(t  Atmt4Hm  cigbdk 
part  of  the  usual  eaMunifktian,  would  ano«iitto4iboiit  •  •  $S,Q0O^ 

*'  By  aeeriemtt^g  the  harvest,  by  aowiug  eaHy  gwm^  ani  msaliiiB  it  $$  soon  as  peasi 
ble^  there  might  be  saved  the  consumption  of  one  Month  naady,  or  «  1^5^000 

ff  And  as  the  harvest  this  year  was  very  kte^  and  Ae  fimner  crq^  abundant  it  was 
sui](K>sed,  that,  in  case  of  a  favourable  season,  and  beginning  very  soon  to  early  potatoes^ 
another  month's  consumption  might  be  saved,  tnde     -  -  •  ^SflOO 

"  Total  quantity  that  ean  be  made  up  by  the  whole  crop  of  the  county,        •  145,000 

Wfaii^  dadacted  fiom  die  fonoier  dificiaacr  af  the  eonnty^  faea^^  i*  f  S0/)0a 


Would  still  leave  to  be  provided  for,  «  «  liJM^ 

'« Thn  was  oonsidseed  to  be  tiie  siiaiwaja  qnnlity  Ant  wmU^  -WMtod  ffr  ike  mmkf;  t)ut 
that  probably  it  would  require  more.  Had  not  the  priees9«m  wry^eaiiy,  and  the  paifilo  teen  pat 
upon  their  guard,  at  an  early  period,  to  attend  to  every  possible  ssiviqg,  there  must  have  been  at 
least  50^000  additional  boUs  wanted* 

«' Thia  cstimale  ted  bemnadewsdl  SDJBuehcMe,  aadtte 
pursued  tfamughout  the  whole  year,  Itet  it  aterwaads  appessad,  hgr  i 
between  dM  1st  of  Nofamber,  ITM,  and  tte  iet  of  Mevcnter^  1781, 
the  oaoMty,  ih>m  vnrious  plaew,  ^onritenUy  abone  MiOM  telh  of  gpite^  aff  all  aorta;  whUh  is 
20,000  more  than  the  whole  quanti^  of  baaad  con,  the  pvodnee  af  tte  onp  aff  Itecensny^  tteit 
could  be  applied  towards  the  sustenance  of  the  people  &fi  that  ycac,  of  which  e  coBsidersbla<quan« 
tity  was  pease.  But  as  the  Custom-bouse  limits  of  the  port  oS  Aberdeen  include  sfimt  part  4)f  the 
Meams,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  estiaoate  w«|,  in  all  its  part^  veigr  near  the  trudi.  Thi3 
brought  to  light  a  series  of  facts,  of  a  very  uncommon  nature  >— 1.  That  e  crop  n|y  J>e  -io  ^n^'^^v%». 
through  the  extreme  unfavourableness  of  the  weather  during  a  particular  season,  as  not  to  leave  one 
fourth  part  of  the  quantity  of  bread-corn  produoed,  and  consumediiy  flie  irihaWtants^  in  an  ordinary* 
year ;  and  2d.  That  in  the  event  of  sudi  a  defidency  happening  in  a  country,  chielly  depenifing  on 
agriculture,  it  is  possible,  by  means  of  oecoiiomy  and  attention,  and  a  spirit  of  sobriety,  to  aivercunie 
it,  without  experiencing  the  calamity  of  a  fiunine/' 
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were  soon  forgotteiL    The  Committee  having  finally  settled  the  ac«  a.d.  173^. 

counts  of  their  management^  it  was  founds  that  the  voluntary  contra. 

hutions  fiilly  indemnified  them  of  every  loss  upon  their  transactions^ 

except  a  few  pounds,  which  were  paid  by  the  treasurer  of  Aberdeen.* 

As,  an  equivalent  for  this  loss^  the  inhabitants  had  been  provided 

with  meal,  at  a  moderate  price,  far  under  what  could  have  been  at 

first  expected;  and  at  no  time  were  there  any  murmurs  among 

the  people,  or  any  indications  of  popular  tumult    Fortunately  for 

the  gentlemen  of  the  Committee,  as  well  as  for  the  people  them-* 

selves,  the  practices  of  forestalling  and  monopoly,  which,  according 

to  general  opinion,  tend  to  raise  the  price  of  com,t  were  little  known 

at  the  time ;  and  no  undue  speculations  were  attempted  by  any  one^ 

so  as  to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  people,  or  to. occasion  distur* 

bances  in  the  town  during  this  interesting  period. 

When  the  war  with  the  American  States  was  drawing  to  a  close^ 
many  eminent  statesmen  began  to  direct  their  attention  to  the  im* 
portant  question  of  parliamentary  reform,  which  had,  for  some  time, 
agitated  the  public  mind,  and  for  the  attainment  of  which  object,  as- 
sociations had  become  general  and  numerous  in  various  parts  of  the 
kingdom.  The  subject  was  introduced  into  the  Commons  House  of 
Parliament,  this  session,  by  that  distinguished  statesman  Mr.  William  1782. 
Pitt,  who  had  recently  obtained  a  seat  for  Appleby.  His  eloquence  ^^^  '''• 
was  employed,  for  many  days,  in  displaying  the  imperfections  of  the 
constitution^  which^  while  it  continued  such  as  it  had  been  formed  by 
our  ancestors,  was,  he  said,  ^  truly  called  a  production  of  the  most 
consummate  wisdom.  But  a  melancholy  series  of  events,  which  had 
eclipsed  the  glory  of  Britain,  had  exhibited  a  reverse  of  fortune, 
which  could  be  accounted  for  only  upon  this  principle,  that,  during 
the  last  fifteen  years^  there  had  been  a  deviation  from  the  principles 
of  that  hBppj  constitution,  under  which  the  people  of  England  had 

•  s  e  so 


*  This  loM  woae  fromfir^bty  hisunmcej  bounttefl^  nuUii^>  and  incidental  exptnsM^  which  never 
were  made  a  charge  upon  the  prime  cost  of  the  onm  and  meal  whidi  were  imported,  so  as  to  affect 
Aepoor. 

t  By  the  fiars  of  the  comity  for  IJM,  the  price  of  a  boH  of  oat-meal  was  only  L.1 ;  and  in  the 
fvecading  year,  when  the  harvest  was  abundant,  it  was  138. 
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A.D.  1785.  SO  long  flourished."  Mr.  Pitt  then  submitted  to  the  consideration 
of  the  house  three  resolutions;  one  of  which  was,  that  measures 
ought  to  be  adopted  for  preventing  bribery  and  expenses  at  elec- 
tions ;  another,  for  the  total  extinction  of  every  borough,  when  the 
majority  of  it  became  notoriously  incapable,  by  every  species  of 
bribery  and  corruption,  of  discharging  its  political  functions ;  and 
the  third,  for  the  addition  of  a  certain  number  of  representatives  of 
the  counties,  the  proportioning  or  apportioning  of  whom  to  each 
county  he  proposed  to  leave  to  be  settled  in  the  bill,  for  which  he 
intended  to  move,  if  his  resolutions  should  be  adopted.  These  were 
ably  supported  by  Sir  George  Saville,  Mr*  Fox,  Mr.  Sheridan,  and  by 
other  members ;  but  they  were  opposed  by  the  ministerial  party,  on 
the  ground  that  no  defect  in  the  constitution  had  been  proved,  and 
that  to  adopt  them  would  be  attended  with  dangerous  consequences 
to  the  constitution.  The  majority  was  accordingly  against  Mr. 
Pitt's  resolutions.  He,  however,  persevered,  with  indefatigable  zeal, 
in  the  object  of  his  views ;  and,  in  the  subsequent  session  of  par- 
liament, brought  forward  a  bill,  for  reform  of  the  representation, 
under  a  new  shape,  and  on  a  different  plan,  but  it  met  with  a  similar 
fate,  being  lost  by  a  great  majority.  Mr.  Pitt  being  now  called  to 
fill  the  highest  office  in  the  administration,  his  talents  ^ere  .em- 
ployed in  the  more  important  matters  of  the  state.  Although  he 
often  expressed  himself  a  decided  friend  to  the  cause  of  reform,  yet 
he  declared  his  conviction,  that  recent  events,  which  had  happened 
in  a  neighbouring  kingdom,  and  the  situation  of  the  times,  ren- 
dered innovation  of  every  description  unseasonable  and  dangerous ; 
and  the  cause  of  parliamentary  reform  was,  therefore,  abandoned 
by  its  most  respectable  patrons. 

These  circumstances  had,  at  an  early  period,  aroused  the  minda 
of  many  creditable  individuals  in  Scotland^  who  had  united  their 
efforts  for  a  more  defined,  as  well  as  an  equally  patriotic  purpose. 
Their  object  was  to  ameliorate  the  decayed  system  of  the  royal 
boroughs  of  Scotland,  which  had  become  corrupt,  and  was  incon- 
sistent with  liberty,  and  the  true  interests  of  the  community.  They 
complained,  not  without  cause,  of  infringements  of  their  rights^ 
and   waste  and  dilapidation  of  the  public  funds   and   property, 

through 
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through  the  improper  exercise  of  the  authority  of  magistrates,  who  A.D.  i78s 
were  self-elected,  and  against  whose  usurpation  of  power  ho  existing 
law  had  provided  a  remedy. 

Among  the  earliest  to  forward  a  plan  for  obtaining,  by  constitu- 
tional means,  a  radical  redress  of  these  grievances,  were  several  pa- 
triotic citizens  of  Aberdeen.*  Mr.  Pitt  being,  at  this  time,  a  zealous 
supporter  of  parliamentary  reform,  no  one  was  better  qualified 
than  he  to  form  a  just  conception  of  their  complaints,  or  to  pro- 
mote the  objects  they  had  in  view.  In  the  month  of  February,  this 
year,  a  spirited  letter,  under  the  signature  of  Civis^  was  addressed  to 
him  on  this  important  subject,  in  which  the  writer  displayed  a  tho- 
rough knowledge  of  the  iancient  constitution  of  the  royal  boroughs 
of  Scotland,  and  of  the  abuses  and  corruptions  which  had  taken  place 
in  modern  times,  in  the  administration  of  their  public  affairs.  He,  at 
the  same,  time,  pointed  out,  with  mucib  enei'gy,  the  bad  consequences 
whicl)  had  resulted  to  the  conimunity  at  large  from  the  exercise  of 
that  system  landei:  which  :they  Tfere,  at  present,  governed;  and 
urged,  in  the  strongest  terms,  the  necessity  of  an  immediate  reform, 
under  the;  authprity*  of  parliainen,t. 

This  letter,  and  a  $;o.ntinu£^tion  of  others,  from  the  same  writer,  f  1784. 
as  well  as  frotn  Zenoy  of  Edinburgh,  on  this  question,  miade  a  deep 
impression  on  those  who  favoured  reiform,  and  speedily  attracted  the 
attention  of  many  of  the  burgesses  of  the  principal  royal  boroughs 
of  the  kingdom,  particularly  Aberdeen.  Jn  order  to  contribute 
to  the  attainment  of  thii^  momentous  audi  desirable  object,  an  as- 
sociation was  formed  of  the  independent  burgesses  of  the  town,  who 
delegated  the  necessary  powers  to  a  comniittee  of  their  number,  un- 
der 


^  There  had  been,  previoas  td  thi^  time,  a  meeting  of  the  burgesses  of  Edinburgh,  where  reform 
in  the  system  under  which  the  niyal  boroughs  were  goremed  had  been  agitated ;  but,  as  yet^  no 
definite  plan  had  been  adopted,  for  conducting  matters  upon  constitutional  principles. 

t  The  author  of  these  letters,  we  have  no  hesitation  in  sajring,  was  Mr.  Ewen,  of  Aberdeen,  who 
took  a  very  active  part,  both  in  the  committee  of  the  burgesses,  and  in  the  knnual  convention  at 
Edinburgh,  while  the  question  of  reform  was  in  agitation;  and,  if  we  are  not  greatly  mistdcen, 
he  wrote  most  of  the  public  piqpen  which  were  published,  under  the  directions  of  the  committee, 
at  that  period. 
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A.V.  1784.  der  a  president^  secretary^  and  derk.*  These,  for  several  years,  con- 
ducted,  with  exemplary  prudence  and  moderation,  the  business  en- 
trusted to  their  charge,  unaccompanied  with  any  indication  of  popular 
disorder.  The  example  of  Aberdeen  was  soon  followed  by  the  bur- 
gesses of  other  towns,  and  a  general  convention,  composed  of  delegates 
from  the  several  royal  boroughs,  was  afterwards  appointed  to  meet  an- 
nually at  Edinburgh,  to  concert  the  measures  proper  to  be  adopted  for 
obtaining  that  necessary  and  important  change  in  this  branch  of  the 
civil  government  of  the  kingdom.  Of  this  general  convention,  Ro- 
bert Graham,  Esq.  of  Gartmore  was  nominated  president,  and  John 
Ewen,  Esq.  of  Aberdeen,  secretary. 

The  committee  of  burgesses  of  Aberdeen,  although  they  disa- 
vowed every  charge  of  a  personal  nature  against  the  magistrates  and 
council,  yet  maintained  that  the  expenditure  of  the  public  funds  was 
not  conducted  with  wisdom  or  ttconomy,  or  with  due  regard  to  the 
true  interest  of  the  community ;  and  that  the  burgesses,  who  contri- 
buted liberally  to  these  funds,  were  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  seeing 
the  public  accounts,  so  as  to  form  a  judgment  upon  the  application  of 
the  money,  or  the  propriety  of  the  expenditure.  They,  therefore,  in 
the  course  of  this  year,  required  the  magistrates  and  council  to  exhibit 
to  them  the  public  accounts,  under  their  administration^  as  well  as  the 
records  of  the  borough,  in  order  that  they  might  examine  them  with 
due  attention  and  deliberatiout  and  point  out  what  might  be  consi- 
dered as  having  been  misapplied  or  exceptionable  in  these  accounts. 
After  some  differences  between  them  and  the  magistrates,  concerning 
the  mode  of  accomplishing  this  object,  had  been  accommodated,  the 
books  and  records  appear  to  have  imdergone  a  strict  scrutiny  and  ex- 
amination by  that  committee.  Although,  in  the  course  of  their  in- 
vestigation, no  specific  charge  of  improper  application  of  the  public 
funds  had  been  brought  against  the  mi^trates,  or  any  of  the  office- 
bearers, yet  many  articles  of  the  treasmy  accounts  were  severely 
ammadverted  upon,  perhaps  not  witiiout  some  cause.    At  the  same 

time, 


*  or  Adi  ^mmitm,  tte  Utt  Patridt  Buroa,  Eiq.  «r  Wiioaride,  wm  Pmideiit;  mi  tfw 
tt«nfcini»li»givfi^ttti.^>}oliA&wtt^  Etq.  wmdbmt,  SeoriMy;  Jdha  tSmh  E9q.of  Beebles; 
William  Forbes,  Esq.  of  Echt ;  and  Robert  Gibbon^  Esq.  merchant 
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time^  tiiey  camplained  budly  of  want  ofaaamomj ;  of  the  abuses  of  A.D.  1785. 
levyiog  and  coUecting  sums  of  money  from  the  citizens,  above  the 
extent  irfaich  was  warranted  by  law;  of  the  facility  of  borrowing 
money,  on  the  credit  of  the  treasury,  without  the  consent  of  the  ci- 
tizens; and  of  other  grievances,  arising,  in  general,  from  misma- 
nagement of  the  public  funds.  These  circumstances  were  early 
communicated,  by  the  committee,  to  their  constituents,  in  their 
various  reports  and  statements,  which  were  pubUshed  at  the  time.* 

In 


*  In  the  course  of  tbe  examination  of  the  public  accounts^  and  of^itxyesAifdldm  of  the  4ffim 
under  the  administration  of  the  magistrates  and  CQunc9>  the  committee  of  burge^oes  comphmed 
chiefly  of  the  mode  of  assessing  the  inhabitants  for  the  public  cess^  by  duu^^ing  annually  large  8um4 
eftaoney  over  and  above  what  was  strictly  necessary  ibr  the  expense  of  levying  and  discharging  it 
Their  cnquiiies  led  them  to  discover,  that,  in  the  year  17^6,  a  reportt  had  been  made  by  a  cam- 
mittee  of  the  town  council,  in  relation  to  die  afiurs  of  the  treasuiy,  from  whidi  they  discovered^ 
that,  at  that  time,  the  annual  income  of  the  treasurer,  taking  an  average  of  several  years,  was— 

L.110£    O    3<5 
And  that  *e  Average  efcafpenditttrewaa        «  •  •  1507  13    1 4 


So  that  the  t;reasury  waa  then  incurring  an  lomual  accumulating  debt  of       •«  L.^5  12  10  \o 


Thm  iiMnilitrn  of  fcwgcsses,  in  Aeir  eUilemcnlt  to  the  puMie  mt  ibk  inyoftant  natter,  m« 
rhed,iCh«t  H  had  been  the  epimen  of  d^cownittee^eewcfi.  In  Ae  year  17l»«^  aAir  ateing  the 
aboveatirtie,  «ThatH  ww  uMMcessavy  ie  eay  a^r  <iHiig of  llie  abeolule  neeesrity  of  innedMldj 
%aiiig  aU  prcfitr  oeiikods  'tor  incneasiBg  the  to^m'e  reivwne,  and  of  retrenohing  piMic  expenae-;  fbr 
it  ma  mjtf  to  fatesee,  ihait,  tf  die  present  system  was  eentinued,  Ihe  treaanrer,  im  a  veiy  hm  years, 
■HMt  peoiye  iMsaivent,  m  heineuivedadebtieveyy  yev'>of4Mle8sdun  L.400  sMliag.^  Thb  eeiii« 
-mittee  suggested  a  variety  of  expedients  for  recovery  of  debts  due  to  the  town,  and  for  whhtewiiig^ 
certain  articles  which  vcre  in  u^e  to  he  cbei^  te  the  treasury.  Their  xepost  veacgadudgd  in  the 
foUowuig  words  s«- 

«  AMieiigh  this  be  no  immediate  lessening  cf  die  expense,  yet  the  councO;  who  are  weH  ac- 
^iiaiafed  widithe  advantage  of  Iteeping  regular  accounts,  wiH  easily  see  that,  in  its  consequences^  it 
^mHA  have  tint  ^ect  The  committee  are  very  sensible,  diet  dieexecution  ef  some  of  die  above  pro^ 
pesitte  are  Ikr  ftom  being  denrable,  were  die  ftmda  in  a  flourishing  way;  but ihey  are  afraid,  if 
aene  mcdiods  4br  redncmg  tie  great  expense  is  not  speedily  taken,  the  council  w91,  in  a  diort  time, 
he^^Ailiged  to  nse  remedies  fkr  less  desirable;  and,  after  all,  supposing  die  whole  of  these  methods 
^  inereaaing  die  revenue,  and  reducing  die  expense,  weie  made  effectual,  it  will  not  nearly  balance 
the  great  turn  by  which  the  yeariy  expenditure  exceeds  the  income.  The  committee  will,  therefore, 
he  excuaed  lor  saying,  that  it  is  an  incumbent  duty  on  die  ceuncH  to  frame  effectual  regulations  for 
keeph^  die  other  incidentd  expenses,  to  whichthe  town  has  of  late  been  subjected,  within  soxpe  mo* 

t  Csmcil  a^gislcr,  voL  alii.  p.  107. 191.  «t  sei- 
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A.D.  1786.        In  the  prosecution  of  the  plan  for  accomplishing  a  reform  in  the 
political  system  of  the  boroughs,  the  heads  of  a  bill  intended  to  be 

presented 


derate  bounds.  The  great  charge  attending  the  making  w  mofiy  burghers^  and  otiier  frequent,  meetings 
in  the  tawn^hall,  do  not  a  tittle  contribute  to  this  expense." 

The  committee  of  burgesses  then  proceed  to  detaO^  in  their  report,  that,  in  the  year  1756,  the 
annual  income  of  the  treasurer  was  .  «  .  L.1022  12    36 

*'  That  large  sums,  such  as  the  sink  money  of  lands,  which  then  brought  not  a 
penny  to  the  community,  have  since  been  thrown  into  the  treasury,  and  that  its 
income,  in  1785,  amounted  to  ...  iggj  iq    q^ 

When  these  indisputable  facts  are  taken  into  consideration,  and  it  is  had  in  view 
that  the  citizens  have  contributed  so  largely  to  bear  the  expense  of  every  improve* 
ment;  and  that  the  debt  in  that  year  was  -  -  .  12,383  14i    7 

Was  there  then  any  apology  necessary  for  the  citizens,  in  presentipg  proposals  for  retrenching  the 
expenditure  of  the  treasurer;  or,  let  it  be  added,  was  there  any  excuse  admissible,  on  the  part  of 
the  council,  for  rejecting  those  proposals,  in  every  view  so  essentially  requisite,  so  consistent  with 
the  duty  of  good  citizens,  and  radically  involving  the  most  important  interests  of  the  community? 

'^  There  appears  to  be  something  altogether  inexplicable  in  the  management  of  the  funds  c^  the 
treasury.  With  an  almost  unaccountable  fatality,  to  which  it  seems  to  have  been  subjected,  it 
has  never  been  suffered  to  turn,  either  to  its  own  benefit,  or  that  of  the  public,  any  one  df  the  for« 
timate  circumstances  with  which  it  has  been  eipinently  favoured.  Nay,  on  the  contrary,  every 
fund  with  which  it  has  connected  itself  has  been  materially  injured  by  it ;  for  while  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  council,  as  stewards  of  these  funds,  to  improve  their  endowments  to  the  best  account, 
for  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  instituted,  their  predilection  for  this  fiivourite  object  has  dis>i 
posed  them  to  draw  into  its  vortex  every  advantage.  While  these  establishments  have  been  obliged 
to  furnish  it  with  money,  at  a  reduced  interest,  often  to  purchase  their  own  property,  which  they 
have  been  forced  to  buy  back  at  an  advanced  price,  the  constant  drain  made  upon  Uiem  haa  been 
injurious  to  their  interesU,  and  has  not,  in  a^  degree,  been  permitted  to  place  the  treasury  in  moie 
easy  circumstances, 

''  Not  many  years  previous  to  1756,  a  period,  in  which  it  is  seen,  from  the  report  of  the  commit* 
tee  of  council,  that  the  treasury  was  in  no  very  thriving  c<mdition,  one  very  considerable  effort  wHs 
made  in  its  favour.  The  establishment  of  the  Bridge  of  Dee  held  the  lands  of  Gilcomstan  as  part  of  its 
revenue.  These  had  been  originally  purchased  by  the  treasurer,  fixnn  the  fiunily  of  Pitfoddels^  and 
sold  by  him  to  the  Bridge  of  Dee  fund,  under  the  management  of  the  master  of  kirk  and  bridge 
works,  about  the  year  1674,  for  L.1500  sterling.  In  1750,  the  master  of  kirk  and  bridge  works,  by 
an  order  of  council,  sold  these  lands  back  again  to  the  treasurer,  for  the  original  price  of  L.1500. 
As  soon  as  the  treasurer  became  proprietor,  the  lands  were  divided  in  lots,  and  feued  ou^  at  a  vety 
advanced  rent  Part  of  the  feu  duty  was  paid  instantly  into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer,  and  the  re« 
maining  annual  feu  duties,  neat,  as  they  now  stand,  were  L.197  lOs.  9d.  In  1756,  after  this  advan- 
tage, acquired  from  the  money  sunk,  by  advance,  in  the  treasurer's  hands,  that  officer  was  appointed 
by  the  council  to  sell  the  feu  duties  and  casualties,  agreeably  to  the  advanced  rental,  back  again  to 
the  Bridge  fund,  from  which  these  lands  had  been  so  recently  purchased.  Thus,  by  this  transao 
tion  alone,  singular  as  it  may  appear,  the  treasury  derived  ii  benefit  as  we  are  assured^  of  upwarda 
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presented  to  Parliament,  were  this  year  drawn  up  by  the  general  con-  A.D.  1786. 
vention,  at  Edinburgh,  and  dispersed  among  the  burgesses.    The  out- 

T  t  lines 


of  two  thotuuid  pounds.  Indeed  it  has,  with  very  few  exceptions,  been  an  invariable  rule,  when« 
ever  feus  have  been  granted,  of  lands,  or  commons,  the  property  of  the  community,  to  oblige  the 
holders  of  these  lands,  on  receiving  their  charters,  to  advance,  sometimes  a  fourth,  frequently  a 
fifth,  of  the  value,  by  which  large  sums  have  been  simk  in  the  treasury,  of.  the  particulars  of  which 
the  citizens  have  had  no  infonnation.  These  sums,  amounting  to  more  than  would  be  easily 
credited  by  those  who  have  not  had  access  to  be  acquainted  with  them,  have  answered  immediate 
purposes;  but  they  are  now  no  more  to  be  heard  of,  having  been  swallowed  up  in  the  oblivion  of 
passing  years ;  and  while  the  citizens  had  reason  to  believe  that  these  large  acquisitions,  joined  to  a 
vast  and  increasing  revenue,  had  rendered  rich  and  independent  the  public  treasury,  the  late  enqui- 
res only  have  awakened  them  from  the  golden  dream,  and  presented  to  their  surprised  imagination 
exhausted  funds,  and  a  very  heavy  load  of  debt,  annually  increasing,  and  without  a  prospect  of  its 
being  fireed  from  its  incumbrances. 

^  Those  who  will  give  but  the  slightest  attention  to  the  income  of  the  treasury,  in  1756,  and 
the  prodigious  difference  in  its  receipt  in  1785,  must  be  impressed  with  conviction  and  astonish* 
ment.  In  the  first  period,  hardly  any  of  the  community's  common  lands  were  feued  out ;  at  least, 
such  as  were,  bore  but  a  very  small  proportion  to  the  present  fixed  produce.  The  shore  lands 
were  a  mere  trifle.  These  together  now  amount  to  many  hundreds  a  year.  The  annual  feu  duty  of 
the  ground  on  which  two  houses  in  the  shore  lands  are  now  built  amount  to  as  much  as  the  then 
rental  of  the  whole.  It  is  now  almost  covered  with  houses;  and  some  early  purchasers^  besides 
sitting  rent-free,  receive  now  a  dear  income  of  three  times  the  sum  they  themselves  pay.  Whatever 
portion  of  these  lands,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  harbour,  are  yet  to  be  let,  the  value  is  still  advancing. 
Very  lately,  the  ground  upon  which  one  house  is  to  be  built  has  been  let  at  L.10  per  annum. 
These  are  parts  only  of  the  increasing  advantages  derived  to  the  public  fiuids  of  the  city,  from  the 
industry  and  commerce  of  the  community,  in  the  last  thirty  years. 

<'  By  almost  every  public  improvement,  the  interest  of  the  fbnds  has  been  promoted ;  yet  we 
have  seen,  that,  in  this  flourishing  and  distinguished  period,  taxes  have  been  considerably  raised 
upon  the  citizens,  and  yet  the  public  debt,  far  fVom  being  diminished  in  proportion  to  the  increas- 
ing  income,  has  been  marked  by  a  progress  directly  the  reverse.  From  the  public  institutions 
money  is  borrowed,  for  the  use  of  the  treasurer,  at  a  reduced  rate  of  interest,  while  in- 
dividuals are  allowed  the  customary  interest  of  5  per  cent  This  will  evidently  appear  firom  the 
state  of  the  treasury  debts  annexed.  When  the  mortification  funds  collectively  were  made  to  fur- 
nish what  they  could  spare  from  their  loans,  to  the  treasury,  to  purchase  the  estate  of  Muchals,  af- 
ter the  lands  were  let  in  lease,  the  return  was  barely  4  per  cent  At  this  period,  the  annuitants 
upon  the  mortifications  were  reduced  in  their  annual  allowance,  and  have  not  since  been  advanced. 
An  opportunity  offering  of  purchaong  back  the  lease  from  the  tenant,  who  had  considerably  im- 
proved the  rental,  it  was  natural  to  suppose  that,  as  the  transaction  appeared  advantageous,  it  would 
have  been  made  for  the  mortificadon  fimds,  that  their  income,  which  so  much  wanted  it,  and  had 
been  reduced  by  its  connection  with  this  estate,  might  thereby  be  improved.  There  was  the  greater 
reason  f<nr  this  supposition,  as  most  part  of  these  lands  were  the  property  of  these  funds.  This, 
kowever,  did  not  happen.    The  usual  preference  given  to  the  treasury  also  predominated  upon  this 
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A.1).  ii[%6.  lines  of  the  bill  touehed  principally  upon  the  mode  of  electing  the 
successive  councils^  which  were  now  proposed  to  be  chosen  bj  a  poll 

of 


•ocarioiv  an4  akk9ii|^  k  vMoU^fed  to  hovww  manoj  from  e^my  quatter^  the  iwirtliiif  iw  »ad» 
lolelj  OB  ito  acctNuil^  to  Ihraw  th«  advwulafe  t9  be  derived  £ron  tke  Irmneotiea  into  ile  fuda. 

''  The  tr^tsury  accordingly  purchase  the  renuunder  of  the  lease  for  L.1000>  and  the  balance  of 
t^^  rental  of  the  whole  estate,  in  favour  of  the  treasury^  as  it  is  stated  in  1796^  is  L.l^Td  ips.  per 
annum.  A9  it  has  been  a9serted>  t^t  tbe  treasury  has  been  affected  by  every  public  improvement, 
it  may  not  be  improper  briefly  to  take  a  view  of  these  for  the  hist  twenty  years,  by  whicji,  we  are 
inclined  to  beUevej^  that  it  will  appear  the  v^ry  reverse  has  happened.  T%e  ftmds  of  the  treasury, 
hideed,  ar^  properly  speakings  the  fhnds  of  the  community,  and,  fti  their  original  endowment,  were 
intend^  to  be  improved  fQr  the  conmion  benefit  of  the  citizens,  llieir  primary  destihatfon  is  fbr 
''  the  uphalde  ot  honestie,.  and  sound  policie,  withhi  the  burrough* — and  thehr  pix)duce  appointed 
''  to  be  waired  upon  the  common  warks  of  the  town."^  Uufbrtunately  the  present  system  .of  bo- 
rough government  lias  reversed  the  order  of  things^  and  has  establilshed  a  distinction,  in  fkct,  between 
tbt  interest^  of  th«  cowci)  and  tb()se  oi  Ibe;  foiomuoi^.  That  ''  thfi  good  of  tbt  tow^  ia  tk«  good 
Qf  the  treafiwy>"  aJtluHii^  Ip^eo^e  ate^ttW  proverbW^  ^  i^vm  ay.  the  pmqpa}  axtkb  m  tb« 
creed  «f  a  t]i/9i^9u^9ac^coiHiqdJU«|iA«  saying,  m  whidi  tbara  ia  fiiUjr  mwt  trakh  than  wit.  yet 
it  CQiBveya  a  very  stxong  vMapinf^  iMwever  absvuvd  tbt  posUjoq  to9m^  b«  ip  the  aUtoact 

'<  The  treasury  ftmds  are  unfortunately  aeeessible  196ft  every  oeeaaiBn>  md  money  can  be  drawn 
l^om  Aem  foi^ every  possible  oeeuffence  whiei^  can  extend  the  power,  erri^s&thepolifeiedt  iaffueaee 
of  those  whose  amhitloR  or  interest  nuiy  dl^iese  them  to  acquire,  and  eiuMe  them  to  hoM,  the  i^ 
reckon  of  all  pubMc  neastires.  Indeed,  the  greatest  n^sfortune  which  eofM  have  liappened  to  Ae 
interest  of  the  citiaens,  is  the  facility  wiU^  which  the  nu^strates  have  been  able  to  borrow  money 
fhnn  the  other  fiuid»,  under  ti)te  administration  of  the  eouneS,  ibir  the  erfinary  pocposes  of  Ae  trea* 
sury,  wftheut  consisting  the  eittzeus ;  nay,  even  without  theit'  havhig  the  most  ^stuit  knowledge 
of  these  transactions.  To  increase  diis  misfortune,  a  pnictiee  hae  obtahied,  of  minglii^  wflh  Ae 
tr^a^ury  ^ds  ev^ry  public  m9V^  trtwaactiQA^  md^  hj  some  means  or  otheTj^  every  othac  fiiad  has 
Veen  made  ta  blend  its  transai^tipn?  wi4>  thom,  Tq  favQiic  tliis  design^  the  most  fallaci9us  laoguag^ 
li^s  be^  emiplpyedfr  by  aasertiAg^  tbat  for  tb^  debts  qC  e\^  pubUQ  fa^  *'  the  funds  of  th«  trese- 
sury  were  subsidiary  Kable."  AUJu>ugb  thi^  phsafi»  haa  ac^uir^  a  ciurenqy,  by  being  repealed  aU 
most  upon  every  oQcasioT\,  by  yeopk  i^  QQfie,  yet  thecQ  caonot  be  a  grosser  swdeqUm  iulavguag;^  ont 
a  more  dM*ect  insult  upo9  t)ie  uodflrs^anding  of  those' who  have  aa  <q;>pQrtuni^r  q£  being  beltef  ibk 
formed^  To  talk  of  tbQ  funds  of  the-  treasu;c;  being  iMbk  fiiv  the  public  debt?  of  the  cQuvauni^^ 
iKhen.  its  destinadoiis  are-  eith^  already  6^^*  QX  iU  funds  seouKd  foe  the.  interesto  of  ita  own  parti-* 
cular  debts,  ax)d  to.  wluob,  and  it%  ^f^o,  d^^tioatim^.  it  bfta  opt  for  a.  century  past  bean  etoal,  ia 
to  hold  a  language  only  fit  Cm:  the  ea^  of  obildno  or  fopUu  Yet  tibiw  laoguagi^hubiea  held  ia  the 
most  public  mann^,  when  th^  debt  p9ntractiedj|  in  QQOseqiuence  of  the.  ai^  of  parUament*  ^ubjfwHng 
merchaudize  to  considerable  additional  iipppsition^  fpx.  tlie  improveaofiot  of  Uie  haibQur>  haa  baea 
pleaded  as  a  reason^  for  laying  uipoix  ti]Mte  reslrawts.stiU  hwaer^a«d  mukdiig  thfr  restxictiKe  tigbte 
of  coxporations  mucb  mose  severe*" 

The  IbUowiBg  ia  aia  Aceewft  of  die  Baee^  and  £zpanditor»  mi  the  Taeaswy  Funds,  ftam  lf>« 
diaelflM^  1778,  to  MiGhadvas,  Iftf^  and  of  tb«  iaih&  dkbt^  «k  Michaelmas^  17tS;  aftppblishadl 

by  4he  Committee  of  Burgesses.  Abstract 
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of  the  burgesses  of  the  respective  ix>yftl  boroughs  i  and  the  appoint ment  A.D.  irso. 
of  seven  auditors  for  examining  the  annual  public  accounts  of  the  se^ 

T  t  2  veral 


AaiTRACt  ACCOONT  OF  tHB  RKcCIPT  AND  EXPENDITURE   OF   THE   TREASURY  FuNDS 

OF  Itfft 

CITY  OF  ABERDEEN, 

Fftnh  Michatbnas^  1778,  to  Midhaeltnas,  1779- 

1.  Feu,  Teind,  and  Tack  Duties  of  Lands  and  Fishings  belonging  to  the  town 

2.  Rents  of  Shops  and  Lofts,  the  property  of  the  town  « 

3.  Tack  Duties  of  Mills  .  «.  . 

••• •       Petty-Customs  m  « 

^...•k    .»•••.       Flesh  Market  « 

•    Weigh-house  ••  m 

4.  nnoportionofSeat-rents  of  Chitfches  • 

5.  Grinding  Wheat  at  Flour-mill 
Mort-cloth  .  .  M  . 
Tascation  for  Streets,  Water,  and  Laii&ps 
Interest  of  Mdttey  du<5  to  the  town 
Fund  for  part  payment  6f  the  PrOfi»dor  of  Divinity's  stipend,  LJOG 

Composition  received  for  a  Vdssal,  D&m  of  Guild's  Casualties,  viz. 
rfai^  -  «  ■  ■ 

Entering  Burgesses  of  Guild,  this  year 
ttaAeB  Compositions  - 

Entering  Apprentices 
Ale  Sellers  •  •  •  • 


Sam  Receipt  ^          £.235$  15  i  m 

EXPENDITURE. 

1.  Ministers'  Stipends             »                   .                   -  -                  £M0    3  7 

2.  Town's  Eque            -                   •                   •                   •  -1SI56 

3.  Missive  Dues  to  Boroughs                       »                   «  «                        50  lH  2 

4.  Commissioners'  (to  Boroughs)  Charges             -                   -  •                S9    6  S 

5.  Annual  Rents  <^the  Town's  Debts         -                   «  *                      490  11  7 

6.  Public  Salaries,  vis.  School-masters,  Precentors,  jailors.  Town  Officers,  &c«  478    7  9 

7.  Teind  Duties,  and  Annuities  for  Town's  Lands                     «  -             10  10  8 

8.  Feu  Duty  of  the  Meal  Market                 m                   -  «                        10    0  O 
9*  Reparations  of  Public  BuildiDga                    •                      -  .        S66  19  7 


£.     s.     d. 

9  the  town    • 

843  18     7 

m 

24     1     1 

£.187    0    0 

166  18    4 

47    6    8 

100    0    0 

500  19     7 
56  14    0 

m 

m 

7    0    0 

m 

86    2  11 

m 

555    4    2 

m 

81  15     0 

100 

79    8     1 

£.12  14     2 

142     0     0 

4     16 

2  17  10 

6  18     4 

168    6  10 

Carried  forward        •        £.1785  I9    6 
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A.D.  178&  veral  office-bearers ;  but  this  bill,  although  it  seemed  to  have  met 
with  the  approbation  of  those  who  were  immediately  interested  in 

it. 


Brought  forward  -        £.1785  IQ    6 

10.  Supportiiig  Public  Streets,  Wells,  and  Lamps  -  -  515     1     2 

11.  Paid,  in  part,  the  Well  Debt,  the  annual  sum  of  -  -  12  10    O 

12.  Incidental  expenses,  including  Premiums  for  Schools,  Stationary  Articles,  and 

Acts  of  Parliament,  Magistrates'  expence  at  Brechin  attending  the  election  of 
a  Member  of  Parliament,  this  year.  Coal  and  Candle  to  the  Town-house, 
Newspapers,  alimenting  poor  Prisoners,  &c  &c.  «ic 

13.  Law  expenses 

14.  Tavern  expenses,  and  for  entertainments  in  the  Town-house  -  23    S    0 

15.  Election  Diimer  and  Supper  at  Michaelmto  -       ~  -  10    9  10       - 


Sum  ord&iary  Expenditure 
Extraordinary  Expenditure,  this  yean 
For  opening  a  Street  to  the  Town's  Churches  and  Mills,  by 

Bamet's  Close  -  .  .  £.113    0    (X 

For  new  Roads  •  •  •  -  75     5    0^ 

Bounty  Money  to  Army  and  Navy  -  •  33  12    0 

Associates  for  intenud  Defence  •  -  -         6  18  11 

Admission  for  a  Minister  «  •  £.24    9 

To  a  decayed  Burgess      -     ,  -  -  5    0 


£^567  11    0  eic 


:}' 


9    0 


285     2  II 


Total  Expenditure 


£.2825  13  U  ^ 


DEBT  OF  THE  TREASURY  OF  ABERDEEN, 
As  at  Michaelmas,  1785. 

To  the  Master  of  Guild  Brethren's  Hospital                    -  £.500  0  O 

To  the  Master  of  Kirk  and  Bridge  Works               •  325  4  a 

To  the  Master  of  Mortifications                    -                    -  1622  2  9 

To  the  Dean  of  Guild                    -                    .                    •  l621  0  0 

to  Lady  Durris'  Mortification               -                    »  *^1300  0  O 

To  Mr.  Gerrard's  ditto                -                   •                   •  I90  7  10 

To  the  Treasurer  of  Gordon's  Hospital                      -  1300  0  0 

To  ditto  of  ditto        .                    •                     »                    .  1000  0  0 

To  Saint  Paul's  Chapel            ...  500  0  0 

To  the  Kirk  Session  of  Aberdeen        -                   •  900  0  a 

Tothelnfinnary  of  Aberdeen        .^                   -                   -  2000  0  0 

To  James  AUardyce        '       •                    «             '      -  1100  0  0 

To  James  Johnston                   '  «                   •                  -  500  0  0 


Carried  forward 


£.12858  14    T 
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it,  does  not  appear  to  have  been  presented  to  parliament,  as  some  pre-  a.d.  178& 
paratory  matters  were  yet  only  in  their  progress  to  maturity. 

The  committees,  however,  did  not  relax  in  their  endeavours  to  ob-  1788. 
tain  the  necessary  information  and  documents,  for  enabling  them  to 
accomplish  their  avowed  object.  In  the  course  of  this  year,  their 
grievances  were  fully  stated,  in  petitions,  which  were  presented  to 
the  Commons,  in  the  month  of  July,  by  Mr.  Sheridan,  who  intro- 
duced a  bill  for  correcting  the  abuses  and  supplying  the  defects  in 
the  internal  government  of  the  royal  boroughs  of  Scotland ;  and  also 
for  establishing  a  proper  responsibility  of  their  magistrates  for  their 
intromissions  with  the  property  and  annual  revenues  thereof.  The 
bill  being  read  a  first  time,  it  was  ordered,  that  there  be  laid  before 
the  house  notarial  copies  of  the  charters  and  sets  of  the  several  royal 
boroughs,  which  order  was,  in  due  time,  complied  with. 

In  the  subsequent  session  of  parliament^  a  new  bill,  of  the  same  1789* 
nature  with  the  former,  was  presented^  and  read  a  first  time,  without 
opposition.  In  supporting  it,  on  the  second  reading,  the  honourable 
member  stated,  that  he  had  been  actuated  solely  by  public  motives 
in  this  business,  and  by  a  wish  that  the  inhabitants  of  North  Britain 
might  enjoy  the  blessings  of  civil  liberty  in  their  full  force,  equally 
with  the  English.  He  was  convinced  that  various  grievances  existed 
in  the  administration-of  the  Scottish  boroughs,  which  loudly  called 
for  reformation.  Of  sixty-six  royal  boroughs,  no  fewer  than  fifty- 
two  had  concurred  in  the  plan  of  reform  held  out  by  the  present 
bill,  and  forty  had  sent  delegates  to  Edinburgh,  to  form  a  general 

convention 


Brought  fbrwaid        -      £.12858  14    7 
To  James  Thain  •  •  • 

To  Miss  Campbell 

To  Miss  Wilson  .  .  » 

To  Mrs.  Gordon         •  •  . 

By  Robt  Djce,  Wm.  Littlejohn^  and  James  Youngs  lent 
By  tbe  Master  of  Moitification0>  paid  in  part  m 

£A2SSS  14    ?• 

•  Th«  foregoing  noCet  bate  been  uken  from  tiie  preftce  to  the  proctediogi  of  Uie  Bargasasi  in  the  yean  1785|  et  se^ 
f.  49,  et  teq,  * 


400 

0 

0 

250 

0 

0 

150 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

—£.13758   14  7 

1250 

0 

0 

125 

0 

0 
—   1S75  0  Q 
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A.D.  178$.  convention  for  adopting  the  measures  necessary  for  carrying  it  into  ef- 
fect ;  while  a  majority  of  the  people  of  Scotland^  exclusive  of  those  who 
were  interested  in  the  preservation  of  the  form  of  corporation  govern- 
ment as  it  now  stood,  were  friendly  to  the  objects  of  this  bill.  These 
were,  to  render  the  magistrates  and  town  councils  responsible  to  the 
burgesses  for  the  administration  of  the  public  revenues,  and  to  put 
a  stop  to  that  self  election  which  prevailed  in  the  corporations.  There 
was  no  judicature  that  could  compel  the  magistrates  to  give  any 
account  of  the  application  of  the  corporation  funds.  "  The  natural 
consequences  of  this  want  of  responsibility,"  Mr.  Sheridan  said, 
"  were  a  waste  of  the  revenues ;  tyranny,  and  oppression,  of  various 
kinds;  and  the  imposition  of  occasional  taxes  on  the  people  that 
were  not  strictly  conformable  to  law.  The  extravagance  of  expen- 
diture that  prevailed  in  the  corporations  had  produced,  in  many  of 
them,  a  load  of  debt,  which  they  were  unable  to  discharge  by  any 
ordinary  means.  It  was  also  highly  absurd  and  derogatory  to  the 
fair  maxims  of  government,  that  a  set  of  magistrates  of  a  borough 
should  elect  each  other,  instead  of  the  election  being  in  the  hands  of 
the  burgesses  at  large.  Persons  who  had  no  opportunity  of  knowing 
the  affairs  of  Scotland  would  readily  suppose  that  these  principles^ 
irresponsibility  and  self  election,  were  productive  of  great  abuses  i 
and  this  was  really  the  case.'' 

On  an  examination  of  most  of  the  charters  of  the  royal  boroughsi 
it  appeared^  that  forty  of  these  contained  clauses  in  favour  of  that 
plan^  which  was  the  object  of  the  bill,  and  only  five  sancticmed  the 
present  form  of  government  Hence  it  was  evident,  that  the  bill  aimed 
at  no  annihilation  of  those  rights,  but  sought  only  to  restore  the  origi- 
nal established  governments  of  the  boroughs,  and  to  prevent  the  abuses 
which  were  the  consequence  of  a  deviation  from  the  spirit  of  their 
constitution.  The  case  of  the  borough  of  Stirling  was  stated  as  an 
instance  where  an  alteration  of  the  original  charter  had  been  gnoited. 
That  borough  had,  some  years  previously,  been  disfranchised,  for  de- 
linquency ;  buty  on  being  favoured  with  a  restoration  of  its  franchises 
and  privileges,  had  received,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Lcttd  Advo- 
cate of  Scotland  at  the  time,  a  charter,  which  granted  almost  the 
whok  of  what  was  desired  by  the  present  bill«  Mr.  Sheridan  con- 
cluded 
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eluded  with  requesting  the  house  to  weigh  this  subject  in  their  minds  a.d.  1789. 
with  candour  and  impartialitj,  the  result  of  which  would,  he  hoped, 
be  favourable  to  the  purposed  reform ; — ^a  reform  which  was  essen- 
tially necessary  to  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  community  of 
Scotland ;  and  was  not  only  consistent  with  views  of  sound  policy, 
but  also  a  matter  of  common  justice.  The  honourable  member  was 
ably  supported  by  Sir  George  Saville,  Sir  Thomas  Dundas,  afterwards 
Lord  Dundas,  and  several  other  eminent  members,  who  had  zealously 
espoused  the  cause,  both  of  borough  and  parliamentary  reform. 

Mr.  Dundas^  afteiwards  Lord  Melville  conibated  the  bill^  and  rea«» 
soned  in  an  opposite  manner.  He  said,  that  it  would  require  a  con« 
sideraUe  time  to  ^iscusa  a  proposition  of  auch  magnitude  as  the 
present^  which  went  to  the  extent  of  annihilating  the  chartered  con^ 
stitution  of  a  number  of  ancient  boroughs^  without  proof  of  abuae  or 
gnswocSf  in  comphance  with  the  dumeraa  of  an  faonoiurable  gentle- 
many  who,,  without  any  local  knowledge  of  the  boroughs  to  whidi 
those  charters  belmged^  aimed  at  a  general  reform  in  their  constitu-^ 
tions.  The  petitions  presented  from  the  rojal  boiron^s  were  said  to 
be  signed  by  about  9000  persons,  but,  if  the  grievances  complained 
of  really  existed,  the  signatures  would  have  been  infinitely  more  nu- 
merous. The  fact,  indeed,  waSj^  that  the  abuses  alleged  were  merely 
imaginary,  and  the  Scottish  nation  did  not  feel  them  to  exist.  But 
even  if  there  were  some  grievances  in  the  government  of  these  bo- 
roughs, it  was  not  the  business  of  the  house  to  interfere,  in  any  mea- 
sure, for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  abolition  of  charters  granted  by 
the  crown,  and  not  by  parliament. 

But^independezU  of  tbeae  coitfideratiions^  Mr.  Dundas  maintained,, 
tiwt  it  woidd  be  an  encroftchmeot  on  the  lorjral  prerogative ;  and  that 
nothing  oii^t  to  faawe  been  profiosed  without  his  M^esty's  consent. 
Bemdes^  tlie  reforili  now  suggested  would  not  only  overtnxn  the  pre* 
sei^  mode  of  election  in  the  boroi^hs,  but  would  also  make  a  total 
dunge  in  thsir  paarliamentary  zqpiDesentation ;  and  would  be  on  in* 
firii^ement  of  the  articles  of  union.  The  consequence  of  the  pro- 
Ipoaed  iketngUy  sudi  as  tlse  maHmg  the  dieetjoa  of  the  magistratea 
and  town  coundl  annual,  the  putting  it  in  Hie  hands  of  all  the  bur- 
gesses. 
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A.D,  1789.  gesses,  &c.  would  tend  to  create  anarchy  and  confusion,  and  to  in* 
troduce  all  the  disorders  which  generally  attended  popular  elections. 

With  regard  to  the  two  leading  points,  stated  by  the  mover  of  the 
bill,  the  honourable  member  observed,  that  the  first  was  founded  on 
misrepresentation ;  for  it  was  not  a  fact,  that  the  magistrates  were 
irresponsible  for  mal-administration  of  the  public  funds.  On  the 
contrary,  it  was  in  the  power,  either  of  the  king's  advocate,  or  of  the 
convention  of  royal  boroughs,  to  institute  a  complaint  for  any  malver- 
sation. The  burgesses  had  applied  to  the  wrong  court,  for  redress  of 
their  grievances ;  and,  being  disappointed,  some  of  them  ridicu- 
lously complained,  that  there  was  no  judicature  competent  to  take 
cognizance  of  any  misapplication  of  the  funds  under  the  manage- 
ment of  magistrates.  The  other  point  was  that  of  self  election,  a 
point  which  was  not  a  grievance.  It  was  rarely  allowed  to  the  public 
at  large,  in  any  regular  government,  to  elect  their  own  magistrates 
and  justices.  After  various  other  remarks  by  Mr.  Dundas,  and  some 
other  members,  who  were  inimical  to  the  proposed  reform,  the  bill 
was  rejected,  without  a  division. 

These  inauspicious  circumstances,  although  they  had  frustrated 
the  exertions  of  the  burgesses  on  the  present  occasion,  did  not  damp 
their  ardour  for  reform ;  nor  did  the  local  committees,  or  the  general 
convention  at  Edinburgh,  abate  their  zeal  in  the  arduous  work  which 
they  had  undertaken.  The  burgesses  again  assembled,  by  their  de- 
legates, in  their  annual  convention^  at  Edinburgh,  in  the  month  of 
1790.  August,  this  year,  when  they  took  under  their  consideration  the 
report  of  the  London  committee,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  ge- 
neral convention,  as  well  as  the  fate  of  the  bill  which,  had  been 
presented  to  the  House  of  Commons.  Being  still  impressed  with  the 
firmest  conviction  both  of  the  existence  of  enormous  abuses  in  the 
administration  of  the  boroughs,  and  of  the  high  expediency  and 
public  utility  of  reform,  they  resolved  to  pursue,  with  inflexible  per- 
severance, the  most  efi^ctual  constitutional  measures  for  regu- 
lating the  internal  government  of  the  boroughs,  by  destroying  the 
present  pernicious  systems;  and  never  to  abandon  what  they  regarded 
as  essential  to  the  attainment  of  objects  of  the  highest  advan* 
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tage  to  the  national  spirit,  and  to  the  industry  and  prosperity  of  A.D.  1790. 
Scotland.     With  these  views,  they  determined  to  introduce  the  busi^ 
ness  again  into  parliament,  by  a  new  bill,  for  which  they  had  already 
given  the  necessary  instructions. 

In  the  present  session,  a  new  bill  was  accordingly  presented,  by  Mr.  1792— May. 
Sheridan,  in  almost  the  same  terms  with  the  former ;  but  it  encoun- 
tered the  same  opposition,  and  met  with  a  similar  fate,  being  rejected, 
on  the  second  reading,  without  a  division. 

These  discouragements  from  parliament  did  not,  however,  abate 
the  spirit  of  reform.  The  burgesses,  with  indefatigable  zeal,  perse- 
vered in  their  endeavours  to  accomplish,  by  legal  and  constitutional 
means,  the  object  of  their  views;  and  many  distinguished  statesmen 
having  now  joined  their  committees,  afforded  them  their  firmest  sup- 
port. After  the  fate  of  the  last  bill,  it  was  purposed  to  adopt  a  differ- 
ent plan  of  operation.  The  London  Committee,*  at  their  first  meet- 
ing, in  the  last  session  of  parliament,  entirely  approving  of  the  spirit 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  convention,  and  its  committee,  in  July  and 
December,  adopted  resolutions  expressive  of  their  confidence  in  the 
peaceable  and  moderate  disposition  which  the  burgesses  of  Scotland 
had  connected  with  a  just  sense  of  the  necessity  of  that  reform,  to 

u  u  obtain 
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A.D.  179s.  obtain  which  they  had  fairly  and  openly  applied,  by  respectful  peti- 
tions, to  the  legislature.  On  the  4th  of  January,  Mr.  Sheridan,  in 
compliance  with  these  resolutions,  gave  notice  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, that,  as  soon  as  possible,  after  the  recess,  he  would  present  the 
petitions,  which  were  then  expected  from  Scotland,  and  bring  for- 
ward a  motion,  founded  both  on  these,  and  on  the  various  ac- 
counts and  papers,  which  had  been,  at  different  times,  submitted  to 
the  consideration  of  the  house,  respecting  the  proposed  reform.  Mr. 
Sheridan  having,  on  the  11th  March,  presented  all  the  petitions,  noti- 
fied his  intention  of  bringing  forward  the  subject  on  Monday,  the 
25th ;  and,  accordingly,  on  that  day,  he  made  the  following  motion-— 
"  That  the  several  petitions  presented  to  this  house,  in  this  session  of 
parliament,  from  the  royal  boroughs  in  Scotland,  together  with  the 
several  accounts  and  papers,  relating  to  the  internal  government  of 
.  the  said  royal  boroughs,  which  were  presented  to  this  house  in  the 
last  parliament,  should  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  com- 
mittee, to  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  to  report  the  same^  as 
it  shall  appear  to  them,  to  the  house."  This  motion,  to  the  surprise 
of  many,  who  were  inimical  to  reform,  was  carried,  by  a  majority. 
The  committee*  was  thereupon  named,  alternately,  by  each  side  of 
the  house ;  and  the  question  put,  on  the  name  of  each  member,  in 
the  usual  manner. 

The  design  of  moving  for  a  select  committee  was  in  conformity 
to  the  direction  of  the  London  committee,  in  order  to  arrange  and 
digest  the  very  voluminous  papers  upon  the  table  of  the  house,  and 
to  report  the  evidence  arising  from  them.    Although  that  commit- 
tee 
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tec  was  not  invested  with  power  to  call  for  papers,  persons,  and  re-  a.d.  179:^. 
cords,  yet  this  disadvantage,  it  was  supposed,  would  be  more  than 
compensated  by  avoiding  the  delay  which  would  necessarily  have  at- 
tended the  examination  of  oral  testimony,  and  by  enabling  the  com- 
mittee to  present  their  report  to  the  house  in  such  time,  that  ]VIr. 
Sheridan  might,  during  the  session  of  parliament,  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  bringing  forward  a  bill  for  correcting  the  abuses  complained  of. 

The  examination,  however,  of  the  very  intricate  and  voluminous 
papers  which  were  produced,  was  attended  with  a  much  greater  de- 
gree of  labour,  and  consumed  much  more  time,  than  had  at  first  been 
expected.  Differences  of  opinion  arose  in  the  committee  respecting 
particular  parts  of  the  evidence,  and  more  especially  certain  facts 
which  appeared  from  the  records  of  Aberdeen.  These  were  consi- 
dered to  be  of  so  much  importance,  both  by  the  burgesses,  and  by 
several  members  of  the  committee  of  convention,  that  they  were  re- 
solved to  procure  additional  extracts  from  the  records  of  that  bo- 
rough, to  be  transmitted  to  London,  without  delay ;  but  these  addi- 
tional extracts  did  not  arrive  in  London  till  towards  the  middle  of  May. 

Meanwhile,  the  London  committee  was  occupied  in  settling  the 
terms  of  the  report,  and  the  import  of  the  newly  produced  papers, 
which,  upon  a  fresh  motion,  were  also  referred  to  the  committee  of 
the  house.  On  the  17th  June,  Mr.  Sheridan  presented  the  report, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  for  the  consideration  of  the  mem- 
bers, during  the  recess  of  parliament.  Although  this  report  was  ne- 
cessarily confined  to  a  simple  statement  of  the  facts  which  appeared 
from  the  papers  produced,  without  argument  or  deduction,  yet  it  es- 
tablished the  most  important  parts  of  the  allegations  in  the  petitions 
of  the  burgesses : — I.  The  imiform  right  of  election  inherent  in 
them,  according  to  their  most  ancient  laws,  and  to  their  charters. 
II.  The  destruction  of  that  right  by  the  present  system  of  govern- 
ment, in  the  royal  boroughs,  wherein  there  appears  nothing  uniform, 
except  the  principle  of  self-election,  by  which  men,  once  in  posses- 
sion of  power,  may  retain  it  for  ever,  in  direct  contradiction  to  those 
ancient  laws,  and  to  those  charters,  and  even  to  the  very  acts  of  par- 
liament, by  means  of  which  that  principle  of  self-election  appears  to 
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A.D.  1793.  have  been  introduced.  Ill,  The  imposition  of  taxes,  without  the 
authority  of  parliament,  IV.  The  amount  of  the  annual  revenues  of 
the  royal  boroughs,  and  the  power  assumed  and  exercised  by  the 
magistracy,  of  contracting  debts,  disposing  of  the  common  revenues, 
and  alienating  the  common  property  and  common  lands  of  royal  bo- 
roughs, at  their  pleasure ;  although  these  lands  and  revenues  appear 
to  have  been  granted  to  the  burgesses  at  large,  by  the  express  terms 
of  their  charters. 

On  the  15th  July,  the  London  committee  having  met,  and  taken 
under  their  consideration  the  report  of  the  select  committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  adopted  several  resolutions,*  expressive  of  their 

sentiments 


♦  London,  Jult  15,  179^» 
**  At  a  Meeting  of  the  London  Cornmiitee,  for  conducting  the  Reform  in  the  Internal  Government 
of  the  Itoyal  Boroughs  in  Scotland : 

Andrew  Stirling,  Esq.  of  Drumpellier,  in  the  Chair: 

<^  This  Committee  having  perused  the  Minutes  of  the  Committee  of  the  Convention  of  Delegates 
from  the  Burgesses  of  the  royal  boroughs,  holden  at  Edinburgh,  and  the  letters  received  from  the 
Secretary  and  Members  of  that  Committee,  and  from  the  Burgesses ;  and  having  likewise  careftdlj 
read  the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  to  whom  the  petitions  and 
papers  presented  from  the  royal  boroughs  were  referred,     . 

<*  Resolved,  That  a  very  important  advantage  has  been  gained  in  favotir  of  the  reform  of  the  in* 
temal  government  of  the  royal  boroughs,  by  putting  the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the 
journals  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

"  Resolved,  That  copies  of  the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee,  printed  by  order  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Members,  shall  be  transmitted,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Committee  of  Convention,  at  Edinburgh. 

*'  Resolved,  That,  as  the  Solicitor  for  the  Burgesses  expects,  in  a  very  few  days,  to  receive  a  num«i 
ber  of  copies  of  that  Report,  fot  which  he  has  obtained  an  order,  a  Sub-Committee  be  appointed,  to 
frame  a  Report  of  the  proceedings  in  this  business  during  the  last  sessions,  and  to  submit  the  same  to 
this  Committee,  at  a  full  meeting,  on  Tuesday  next,  in  order  that  such  Report  may  be  transmitted  to 
Edinburgh,  along  with  the  printed  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

^'  Resolved,  That,  though  the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee,  in  conformity  with  the  order  of 
reference  made  by  the  House  of  Commons,  is  necessarily  confined  to  a  simple  statement  of  the  facts;, 
which  appear  from  the  papers  produced,  without  argument  or  deduction,  yet  that  the  Report  esta-^ 
blishes  the  most  important  of  the  allegations  in  the  petitions,  viz. : — 1st.  The  uniform  right  of 
election  inherent  in  the  Burgesses,  according  to  their  most  andent  laws,  and  to  their  charters. 
2dly.  The  destruction  of  that  right  by  the  present  system  of  government  in  the  royal  boroughs, 
wherein  there  appears  nothing  imiform,  except  the  principle  of  self-election,  by  which  men,  once  in 
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sentiments  upon  the  proceedings  which  had  taken  place  in  this  im-  A.D.  1799. 
portant  question ;  and,  in  conformity  to  their  resolutions  of  the  24th 
December,  they  firmly  determined,  by  all  legal  and  constitutionsdl 
means,  to  discharge  the  important  trust  committed  to  them  by  the  bur- 
gesses 


poeaeesion  of  power,  may  retain  it  for  eyer,  in  direct  contradiction  to  those  ancient  laws^  and  to  diose 
charters^  and  even  to  the  very  acta  of  parliament  by  means  of  which  that  principle  of  self-election 
appears  to  have  been  introduced.  Sdly.  The  imposition  of  tazes^  without  the  authority  of  parlia- 
ment  4thly.  The  amount  of  the  annual  revenues  of  the  royal  boroughs^  and  the  power  assumed 
and  exercised  by  the  magistracy^  of  contracting  debts^  disposing  of  the  common  revenues,  and 
alienating  the  common  property  and  common  lands  of  the  royal  boroughs,  at  their  pleasure,  although 
the  lands  and  revenues  appear  to  have  been  granted  to  the  Burgesses  at  Iarge>  by  the  express  terma 
of  their  charters. 

*'  Resolved,  That  other  grievances  are  stated  by  the  Burgesses,  such  as  the  particular  instances  of 
the  misapplication  and  mismanagement  of  the  common  property  and  revenues ;  the  jobbing  of  the 
public  works;  the  amount  of  the  debts  contracted  by  the  Magistrates,  without  the  concurrence  of 
the  Burgesses,  and  for  which  the  Burgesses,  in  one  shape  or  another,  are  ultimately  liable ;  the  want 
of  a  jurisdiction  of  accounts;  the  neglect  of  police;  partiality  in  quartering  soldiers,  and  apportion* 
ing  the  cess ;  the  refusing  the  Burgesses  access  to  the  accounts  and  records  of  the  boroughs ;  and^ 
above  all,  the  establishment  of  juntos  in  the  councils,  and  the  numerous  instances  of  certain  indivi- 
duals or  families  having  continued  in  the  magistracy  for  a  long  tract  of  time.  These  grievances  did 
not,  in  general,  fidl  within  the  returns  on  the  table  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and,  consequently, 
could  not  form  any  part  of  the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee.  But  they  remain,  as  before,  the 
subject  of  oral  and  other  evidence ;  and  the  Burgesses  are,  in  no  respect,  precluded  from  bringing 
such  evidence. 

''  Rksolved^  That  the  want  of  a  jurisdiction  of  accounts  is  admitted  in  the  bill  brought  into  the 
House  of  Commons  by  the  Lord  Advocate  for  Scotland^  in  May,  1792 ;  and,  independent  of  that 
admission,  is  established  by  the  final  judgments  of  the  supreme  courts  of  justice.  That  the  esta- 
blishment of  juntos  in  the  councils,  and  the  perpetuating  the  power  of  the  magistracy  in  particular 
families,  or  individuals,  by  means  of  the  present  system  of  self-election,  may  easily  be  proved  by  the 
members  of  the  town  councils  themselves,  and  their  delegates  to  parliament,  and  by  the  town-derks, 
and  other  persons,  engaged  in  what  is  caDed  the  management  of  the  royal  boroughs.  The  same  is 
the  case  as  to  the  amount  of  the  debts  contracted  by  the  magistracy.  Facts  of  such  complete  noto- 
riety in  Scotland  cannot  fail  to  be  established  by  the  evidence  of  any  person  whatever,  who  is  inti« 
mately  acquainted  with  the  affairs  of  the  royal  boroughs. 

''  Resolved,  That  this  Committee,  in  conformity  with  the  resolutions  of  the  £4th  December  last, 
are  firmly  determined,  by  all  legal  and  constitutional  means,  to  discharge  the  important  trust  com* 
mitted  to  them  by  the  Burgesses  of  Scotland. 

"  Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  transmitted  to  the  Committee  of  Convention,  at 
Edinburgh. 

"  Resolved,  That  this  Committee  do'  meet  on  Tuesday  next,  Richard  Brinsley  Sheridan,  Esq. 
M.P,  in  the  Chair." 
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A.D.  1793.  gesses  of  Scotland.  The  London  committee  afterwards  presented  to 
the  committee  of  convention,  at  Edinburgh,  their  report*  on  the 
whole  business,  in  a  very  full  and  distinct  manner,  which  was  after- 
wards published. 

In 


*  In  this  Report,  they,  among  other  matters,  stated,  ''  that  they  thonght  it  unnecessary  to  enter 
into  any  further  omsideration  of  that  Report,  than  they  have  done  in  their  minute  of  the  15th 
July.  In  that  minute,  the  particular  allegations  of  the  petitions,  which  appear  to  this  Committee  to 
be  established  by  the  RqKHrt,  are  distinctly  sUted,  and  the  Burgesses,  )jj  examining  the  printed 
copies  of  the  Report,  will  have  an  opportunity  of  judging  how  £ur  the  opinion  of  Ihis  Committee  is 
well  founded.  The  Committee  have  likewise  stated  the  different  all^adons  of  the  Bnigesses,  which 
the  papers  produced  and  referred  to  the  Committee  were  insufficient  to  establish.  They  have 
pointed  out  what  appears  to  be  the  most  easy  mode  of  proving  those  allegations,  and  <^  establishing 
particular  &cts  stated  by  the  Burgesses  of  individual  boroughs.  The  Committee  is  persuaded,  that 
the  abstract  of  the  setts  annexed  to  the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  is 
fairly  made  from  the  papers  produced  to  the  House ;  but  several  Members  of  this  Committee  have 
opportunities  of  knowing,  that  the  setts  so  produced  are  not  all  of  them  the  setts  according  to 
which  the  elections  are,  at  present,  conducted;  and,  therefore,  earnestly  recommend  this  observa- 
tion to  the  attention  of  the  Burgesses,  in  examining  the  setts  of  the  particular  boroughs.  Several 
instances  of  this  fact  might  be  mentioned ;  but  this  Committee  will  confine  themselves  to  one,  in  the 
borough  of  Wick.  In  the  sett  produced,  it  i»  said,  that  the  magistrates  were  to  be  chosen  by  the 
advice  of  the  Earl  of  Caithness;  ''  but  now,  the  Earl  of  Caithness  not  concerning  himself  with  the 
provostrie,  the  town  has  been  in  the  use  to  choose  their  provost  and  baiUies  by  Uie  plurality  of  the 
poll,  and  the  provost  and  baillies  to  nominate  seven  counsellors,"  &c  This  Committee,  however, 
know,  both  from  the  information  of  the  Burgesses  of  Wick,  and  otherwise,  that  the  successor  of  the 
Earl  actually  exercises,  and  has  even  extended  the  power  formerly  granted  to  the  fiunilj  of 
Caithness. 

*'  In  addressing  the  Burgesses  of  the  royal  boroughs,  at  the  end  of  the  fifih  year  since  the  establish- 
ment  of  the  London  Committee,  the  Members  of  that  Committee  cannot  but  congratulate  them« 
selves,  and  the  people  of  Scotland  in  general,  on  the  success  which  has  attended  the  temperate  but 
persevering  efforts  of  the  Burgesses,  displayed  in  the.  measures  th^  have  adopted  for  obtaining  a 
reform  or  regulation  of  the  internal  government  of  the  royal  boroughs,  by  destroying  the  present 
pernicious  system  of  self-election,  and  restoring  the  rights  and  privileges  conferred  upon  the  Bur« 
gesses  by  their  most  ancient  laws,  and  by  their  chartera— a  reform  which  must  be  productive  of  the 
highest  public  advantage  to  the  national  spirit,  industry,  and  prosperity  of  Scotland.  By  the  iq[N 
pointment  of  the  Select  Committee,  in  the  last  session  of  parliament,  the  Burgesses  have  gained  a 
point  that  had  been  contested,  with  the  utmost  perttnacity,  by  the  enemiea  of  rcfom,  far  years  be* 
five;  and  by  putting  the  Report  of  thai  CdnuBBittee  on  the  journals  of  die  House  of  CommonsE,  it 
appears  to  this  Committee,  that  they  have  established  the  ezistc&oe  of  the  most  important  of  die 
grievances  of  which  they  complain,  while  they  are  in  no  respect  precluded  from  bringing  forward 
such  additional  evidence  as  they  may  think  proper.  Whether  Mr.  £3ieridan  shall  move  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  the  remedy  of  those  abuses,  which  are  established  by  the  Report  of  the  Select 
Committer  cr  A$Sk  proceed  to  prove  the  odur  grievances  stated  by  the  Burgesses,  at  the  beginning 
of  the  next  session  of  parliament,  will  form  a  subject  for  the  consideration  of  the  Delegates^  at  the 
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In  the  meanwhile,  certain  political  associations,  under  the  deno-  A.D.  1794. 
mination  of  the  Corresponding  Society^  and  the  Scottish  Convention^ 
had  been  instituted,  for  the  avowed  object  of  accomplishing  a  re- 
form in  parliamentary  representation;  but  to  those  societies  far 
deeper  and  more  dangerous  designs  were  ascribed*  Although  the 
independent  burgesses  of  Scotland  were  totally  unconnected  with 
these,  yet  the  principles  and  the  doctrines  whidi  they  propagated 
among  the  people,  joined  with  a  series  of  events  that  had  recently 
happened  in  a  neighboiuring  kingdom,  compelled  the  burgesses, 
and  their  respectable  committees,  to  relinquish  what  had  been  so 
long  the  object  of  their  pursuits.  Those  who  were  most  zealous  in 
supporting  and  promoting  the  cause  of  reform  m  the  administration 
of  the  boroughs,  now  judged  it  prudent  and  advisable  to  discontinue 
their  exertions,  until  the  disorders  which  perplexed  the  nation  should 
be  quieted,  and  peace  and  tranquillity  re-established. 

From  these  domestic  occurrences,  the  attention  of  the  people  was 
diverted,  about  this  time,  to  the  more  serious  and  important  affairs  of 
the  nation.  The  disorders  in  France  consequent  upon  the  revolu- 
tion in  the  government  of  that  kingdom,  had  involved  Britain  in  a 
war  with  the  French  nation,  which  continued,  with  a  short  cessation 
of  hostilities,  for  the  unparalleled  period  of  upwards  of  twenty-two 
years.  It  spread  its  fury  in  almost  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  and 
was  attended,  not  only  with  a  profusion  of  bloodshed  to  every  nation 
in  Europe,  but  with  an  enormous  expenditure,  and  an  increasing  load 
of  debt  to  Britain.  The  period,  however,  at  length,  arrived,  when  the 
gigantic  projects  of  the  nilers  of  France  were  completely  blasted, 
and  the  war  terminated  by  the  splendid  and  decisive  victory  obtained, 
upon  the  18th  of  June,  1815,  over  the  French,  by  the  British  arms, 
under  the  illustrious  general  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  in  the  battle 
of  Waterloo,  which  will  ever  be  memorable  in  the  annals  of  British 
history. 

In 


cnsniiig  ConTention ;  and  the  Convention  may  be  assured,  that  so  long  as  they  are  supported  by  the 
general  voice  of  the  Burgesses  at  large^  thia  Committee  are  resolved^  with  inflexible  perseTeranoe, 
and  to  the  utmoft  of  their  abilities,  to  discharge  the  trust  committed  to  their  care/' 
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A.D.  1794.  In  the  beginning  of  this  war,  an  invasion  of  Britain  was  often 
threatened  by  the  enemy ;  but  the  whole  country  was  soon  in  arms, 
fully  prepared  to  encounter  any  hostile  attack  that  might  have  been 
attempted.  The  citizens  of  Aberdeen  embraced  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity, in  compliance  with  the  recommendation  of  government,  to 
form  an  association  to  serve  as  a  corps  of  volunteers,  for  internal  de- 
fence, to  the  number  of  400,  without  any  consideration  for  their  ser- 
vices, or  for  clothing.*  They  were  embodied,  under  the  requisite 
number  of  officers,  the  provost  of  Aberdeen  being  colonel  comman- 
dant, and  Thomas  Bannerman,  Esq.  lieutenant-colonel.  They  conti- 
nued to  serve,  with  the  greatest  zeal,  for  several  years,  and  were  the 
means  of  preserving  tranquillity  in  the  town.  Government,  after- 
wards, thought  it  proper  to  adopt  a  more  efficient  plan  of  calling  into 
action  the  services  of  every  individual  in  the  kingdom,  capable  of 
bearing  arms,  as  well  for  the  internal  defence  of  the  country,  as  to  be  in 
readiness  for  repelling  an  invasion  of  the  enemy,  if  that  shoidd  be 
attempted.  Several  volunteer  corps  f  were  accordingly  raised  in 
Aberdeen,  composed  of  the  inhabitants,  of  different  ranks,  who  served 
for  a  small  allowance  of  pay  during  the  war.  Two  of  these  last 
mentioned  corps  were,  soon  after  being  embodied,  formed  into  a 
local  militia. 

1799-  While  the  burden  of  an  expensive  war  was  pressing  severely 
upon  the  country,  there  was  an  alarming  deficiency  in  the  crop  this 
year,  arising  from  a  bad  harvest,  which  was  unusually  late.  Although 
every  expedient  was  adopted  by  the  magistrates  to  provide  the  inha- 
bitants with  a  proper  supply  of  meal,  and  to  encourage  the  importa- 
tion of  that  article  into  the  town,  by  giving  liberal  bounties,  yet 

scarcity 


*  Their  dress  was  a  blue  coat,  white  fiidngs,  white  vest  and  breeches,  with  black  gaiters,  round 
hat  and  feather. 

t  One  corps,  about  800  strong,  called  the  Aberdeen  Light  ItifatUry  Folunteersj  was  raised  and 
commanded  by  Alex.  Dauney,  LL.D.  Professor  of  Civil  Law,  King's  College,  but  disbanded  in 
the  year  1801 ;  another,  of  the  same  number,  was  raised  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  William  Finlason; 
and  a  third  by  Alex.  Tower  of  Logie,  about  700  strong. 
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scarcity  prevailed  till  the  subsequent  harvest.  The  prices  of  every  A.D.  nog. 
necessary  of  life  were,  by  consequence,  high;*  and  had  it  not  been 
for  considerable  importations  of  corn  from  the  continent,  famine 
would  have  been  inevitable.  But,  although  the  inhabitants  endured 
many  privations,  and  frequently  murmured  during  the  time  of 
scarcity,  yet  they  felt  no  serious  want,  and  the  subsequent  crop  was 
abundant. 

The  beginning  of  the  subsequent  year  was  remarkable  for  heavy  isoo. 
losses  sustained  by  owners  of  shipping  belonging  to  the  port.  Many 
vessels  were  destroyed  upon  the  coast,  by  a  tempestuous  storm, 
which  commenced  upon  the  second  day  of  January,  and  continued  - 
ibr  some  time.  No  fewer  than  100  seamen,  belonging  to  the  port, 
perished  by  shipwreck,  in  the  course  of  that  month;  an  event  long 
remembered  by  the  citizens. 

In  the  celebration  of  the  anniversary  of  the  king's  birth-day,  in  the  1802. 
usual  manner,  this  year,  a  very  distressing  occurrence  happened  in 
the  evening,  which  unhappily  led  to  the  loss  of  several  lives.  The 
officers  of  a  highland  regiment,  called  the  Ross  and  Cromarty  Rangers^ 
who  were  quartered  in  the  barracks,  and  had  lately  returned  from 
quelling  the  insurrection  in  Ireland,  had  been  invited,  by  the  magis- 
trates, to  the  town-hall,  to  drink  his  Majesty's  health.  The  com- 
mander and  several  other  officers  attended,  in  consequence  of  the 
invitation,  but,  unfortunately,  they  indulged  too  freely  in  wine,  and 
were  soon  intoxicated.  On  their  return  from  the  town-house  to  the 
barracks,  they  were  observed  in  this  state  by  some  idle  and  disorderly 
boys,  who,  as  usual,  were  assembled  on  the  Castlegate,  amusing  them- 
selves with  throwing  squibs,  dirt,  and  garbage  at  each  other,  but,  in 
other  respects,  not  inclined  to  mischief,  nor  much  disposed  to  riot. 
These  boys  thought  proper  to  throw  some  of  the  garbage  at  the  offi- 
cers, and  in  that  manner  to  treat  them  as  they  had  done  some  of  the 
citizens,  in  the  course  of  the  afternoon.  The  officers,  irritated  at 
this    indignity,    in    place    of    applying    to    any  respectable    citi- 

X  X  zen 


*  The  ordinary  price  of  a  boll  of  oat-meal  was  L.2  5s. ;  a  boll  of  bear^  L.2  48.;  and  a  boll  of 
potatoes,  L.2  Ss.  8d. 
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A.D.  iftos.  zen  for  assistance,  or  making  any  attempt  to  conciliate  the  good  will 
of  the  boys,  immediately  called  out  the  regiment  from  the  barracks^ 
without  the  authority  or  the  presence  of  a  civil  magistrate,  with  a  view 
to  resent  the  fancied  insults  which  had  been  offered  to  them.  The 
consequence  of  this  was,  that,  in  a  very  short  time,  a  tumult  and  dia^ 
order  ensued,  and  the  populace  and  the  military  became  exasperated 
at  each  other.  The  soldiers,  set  free  from  discipline,  and  unre«< 
strained  by  their  officers,  repeatedly  fired,  with  ball  cartridge,  upon 
the  people  assembled  in  the  Castlegate,  four  of  whom  were  unfortu- 
nately killed,  and  many  severely  wounded.  The  magistrates  having, 
after  this  accident,  exerted  their  authority,  and  commanded  the  mi- 
litary  to  retire,  the  soldiers  were  prevented  from  committing  further 
mischief,  and  returned  to  their  barracks. 

As  this  atrocious  act  could  not  be  justified  by  any  provocation 
that  may  have  been  given  by  an  unarmed  populace,  it  naturally 
raised  a  considerable  degree  of  ferment  in  the  public  mind.  The 
people  being  now  inflamed,  by  the  unprovoked  outrage  of  the  mili- 
tary, denounced  their  vengeance  on  the  regiment ;  and,  to  avert  fur- 
ther disorder,  it  was  judged  prudent  to  march  it  from  the  town,  with- 
out delay. 

Meanwhile,  some  of  the  cheers  and  soldiers,  who  were  most 
deeply  implicated  in  this  unfortunate  affair,  were  apprehended,  and 
detained  in  confinement,  in  consequence  of  a  warrant  which  had  been 
issued  by  the  magistrates,  on  a  diarge  of  wilful  murder.  An  invea* 
tigation  having  been  made,  in  the  usual  manner,  fay  examining  the 
persons  accused,  as  well  as  a  number  c^  witnesses,  who  were  on  the 
street  at  the  time  the  melancholy  catastrophe  had  happened,  the  pro« 
ceediogs  were  reported,  by  the  magistrates,  to  the  crown  agent  at 
Edinburgh,  for  the  purpose  of  being  submitted  to  the  consideiation 
of  the  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland.  But  his  Lordship,  for  reaaons 
best  known  to  himself,  thought  proper  to  direct  the  prisonen  to  be 
transmitted  to  Edinburgh,  and»  about  two  numths  afterwards,  to  sig^ 
nify,  by  a  letter,  addressed  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  that,  after 
considering  the  precognition,  he  had  determined  not  to  prosecute 
any  of  the  persons  in  custody,  and  had  consented  to  their  being  li. 

berated, 
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berated,  on  baiL     They  trere  accordingly  restored  to  liberty,  on  A.D.  1802. 
finding  security  to  stand  trial,  when  called  upon,  at  any  time  within 
six  months. 

These  circumstances  could  not  fail  to  agitate  the  public  mind, 
and  to  excite  the  discontent  of  the  people,  who,  not  without  reason, 
thought,  that,  as  the  lives  of  so  many  citizens  had  been  lost,  by  the 
culpable  conduct  of  the  military,  a  public  trial  was  indispensibly  ne- 
cessary for  the  sake  of  public  justice,  whatever  might  be  its  result. 
In  this  situation  of  matters,  it  was  resolved,  by  many  of  the  prin-' 
cipal  citizens,  to  bring  the  guilty  persons  before  ^  court  of  jus- 
tice, and  to  carry  on  the  prosecution,  in  the  names  of  the  parents  of 
those  who  had  been  killed;  and  to  defray  the  necessary  charges,  at- 
tending the  prosecution,  by  voluntary  subscription.  Accordingly, 
after  the  ordinary  preparatory  steps  had  been  taken,  the  trial  of  three  ' 
of  the  officers  and  two  Serjeants,  who  appeared  to  have  been  most 
culpable,  commenced,  in  the  high  court  of  justiciary,  at  Edinburgh, 
on  the  6th  January,  and  continued  for  several  days ;  the  result  was,  1803. 
that  the  jury  found  two  of  the  officers  not  guilty^  and  the  libel,  so 
far  as  it  concerned  the  two  Serjeants,  not  proven.  Ensign  John 
Lanigan,  the  other  officer,  having  judged  it  prudent  to  abscond  on 
the  day  of  the  trial,  was  out-lawed  for  non-appearance. 

This  un^xp^ted  resiih  was  greatly  diapleasiDg  to  tbe  citizens, 
nor  could  it  fail  to  mortify  fbem  exceedingly.  What  added  still 
more  to  their  Texation,  they  found  themselves  inrolTed  in  mn  enor- 
moua  expense  to  lawyers^  agents^  and  their  retainers,,  at  Edinbnrgii, 
to  which  the  voiimtaiy  sabscriptioDiS  were,  l^  no  means,  adequate. 
This  expense  exceeded  1^900  sterlings  exdn^ve  of  the  personal 
dbssrges  of  many  of  the  witnesses,  who^  on  account  of  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  the  case^  declined  to  make  any  demand^  although 
they  were  put  to  mocfa  incocrrenienee  by  tlie  long  jommej,  aoid  se« 
venl  of  them  suffered  by  the  inclemency  of  the  season. 

Notwithstanding  the  protracted  war,  the  shipping  of  Aberdeen,  1809. 
both  in  number  and  in  tonnage,  had  greatly  increased,  and  its  com- 
merce and  manufactures  had  become  more  extensive.     These  cir- 

x  x  S  cumstances 
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A.D.  1809.  cumstances  induced  the  magistrates  and  town  council,  about  this 
time,  to  direct  their  attention  to  the  improvement  of  the  harbour, 
which  was  now  found  to  be  very  incommodious.  The  obstructions 
of  the  bar  were  evidently  detrimental  to  vessels  resorting  to  the  port. 
That  it  was  unfit  to  receive  vessels  drawing  any  great  depth  of  water 
was  apparent ;  and,  being  a  tide  harbour,  vessels  sheathed  with  cop- 
per could  not  lie  in  it  with  safety.  To  obviate  these  inconveni- 
ences, the  magistrates  had,  some  years  previously,  resolved  to  make 
considerable  alterations  upon  it,  and,  with  that  view,  thought  it  pru- 
dent, as  a  preparatory  step,  to  apply  to  Mr.  John  Bennie,  civil  engi- 
neer, for  his  opinion  upon  the  subject ;  at  the  same  time,  requesting 
him  to  furnish  them  with  a  proper  plan  for  ameliorating,  in  the 
best  manner,  the  condition  of  the  harbour.  He  accordingly  made  a 
minute  survey  of  it,  and  proposed  the  construction  of  wet  docks,  at 
a  distance  from  the  tideway,  and  certain  other  improvements,  which 
he  delineated  upon  a  plan,  afterwards  given  in  to  the  magistrates. 
But,  owing  to  various  circumstances,  this  plan  was  relinquished^ 
and  the  proj)osed  improvements  were  abandoned,  for  a  time. 
About  this  period,  however,  the  magistrates  thought  it  proper  to 
consult  Mr.  Thomas  Telford,  civil  engineer,  upon  the  propriety  of 
constructing  wet  docks,  and  other  matters  regarding  the  harbour, 
and  his  opinion  was  to  regulate  their  future  operations.  Mr.  Telford, 
with  the  advice  of  Mr.  Jessop,  who  was  eminent  for  his  knowledge  in 
such  matters,  recommended  the  extension  of  the  north  pier,  the  con* 
struction  of  a  tide  lock  near  the  village  of  Futtie,  the  formation  of  the 
whole  area  of  the  harbour,  from  the  lock  to  the  fish-market,  into  a  ba* 
son,  with  graving  docks  at  its  extremity ;  which  works,  it  was  sup- 
posed, could  be  accomplished  without  much  diflSculty,  although  they 
would  necessarily  be  attended  with  considerable  expense.  This  plan 
met  with  the  approbation  of  the  magistrates,  who,  in  the  beginning  of 
1810.  this  year,  prepared  a  bill  to  be  presented  to  parliament,  for  obtaining 
an  act  authorising  them  to  execute  the  works,  and  for  enabling  them 
to  raise  the  ways  and  means  to  defray  the  expense  of  the  undertak- 
ing. This  project,  however,  excited  considerable  opposition  from 
many  respectable  citizens  and  ship-owners,  who  strongly  remon- 
strated against  it,  as  being  pregnant  with  ruin  and  destruction  to  the 
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harbour.  On  the  other  hand,  a  great  number  of  the  citizens  con-  a.d.  isio. 
curred  with  the  magistrates  in  supporting  a  measure  which,  they 
thought,  would  be  attended  with  beneficial  consequences  to  the  town. 
The  bill,  when  brought  into  parliament,  was  warmly  opposed  by 
those  who  disapproved  of  Mr,  Telford's  plan ;  the  press  teemed,  for 
some  time,  with  publications,  both  for  and  against  it ;  and  the  com- 
munity continued  to  be  nearly  divided  upon  the  subject.  The  bill, 
however,  was  passed,  after  a  variety  of  opinions  had  been  given  upon 
it  by  scientific  men,  whose  evidence,  on  both  sides  of  this  important 
question,  was  brought  forward,  before  the  committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons. 

When  the  act  had  been  obtained,  many  of  those  who  had  given  it 
their  concurrence  voluntarily  came  forward,  and  subscribed  money, 
by  way  of  loan,  to  enable  the  magistrates  to  carry  the  intended  im- 
provements into  execution,  which  circumstance  some  of  them  have 
since  had  cause  to  regret.    The  sums  which  were  subscribed  amounted 
to  L.50,000  sterling;  great  part  of  which  was  afterwards  advanced.  But 
this  sum  was  far  short  of  the  expenditure  upon  the  works  of  the  har- 
bour ;  and  we  lament  to  have  occasion  to  state,  that,  however  well  these 
improvements  may  have  been  intended,  subsequent  events  have,  by  no 
means,  justified  the  design.     The  extension  of  the  north  pier,  and  the 
erection  of  the  quays  in  the  interior  of  the  harbour,  have,  no  doubt, 
been  accomplished;  some  obstructions  upon  the  bar, and  in  the  tideway, 
have  been  removed ;  a  stone  jetty,  or  breakwater,  has  been  formed 
towards  the  sea ;  and  a  good  deal  of  property  has  been  purchased  in 
the  village  of  Futtie ;  but  neither  the  tide  lock,  bason,  nor  graving 
docks,  which  were  considered  to  be  the  grand  and  primary  objects  of 
the  plan,  and  most  essential  to  the  improvement  of  the  harbour, 
have  been  executed,  nor  has  any  thing  been  done  in  these  branches 
of  the  work,  although  a  period  of  seven  years  has  elapsed.     In  the 
meantime,  a  debt  of  upwards  of  L.  120,000  sterling  has  been  incur- 
red,' which  will  not  be  liquidated  for  many  years,  even  although  the 
present  duties  which  are  leviable  upon  imports  and  exports  should 
continue  to  be  productive. 

On  the  first  of  April,  this  year,  a  melancholy  calamity  happened  1S19. 
at  this  place^  which  was  attended  with  peculiar  circumstances  of  dis- 
tress. 
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AD.  ISIS,  tress.  After  a  continuance  of  mild  weather,  an  unexpected  and  vio- 
lent tempest  came  on  from  the  south-east^  accompanied  with  a  heavy 
fall  of  snow,  but  soon  afterwards  shifted  to  the  north-east.  At  this 
critical  moment,  five  of  the  whale  filing  ships  belonging  to  the 
port,  namelj  the  Hercules,  Latomsy  Middleton,  S(.  Andrew,  and  Oscar, 
Captain  Innes,  which  had  all  sailed  early  in  the  m<»rning,^  with  a  fair 
wind,  and  the  sea  perfectly  calm,  were  riding  at  anchor  in  the  bay, 
dreading  no  misfortune.  The  weather  becoming  unsettled,  and  having 
the  appearance  of  an  impending  storm,  the  St  Andrero  and  Oscar,  to 
avoid  approaching  danger,  about  five  o*clock  in  the  morning  weighed 
anchor,  and  put  to  sea.  A  boat  from  the  latter  having  gone  ashore, 
for  some  of  the  crew,  who  were  absent^  that  vessel  put  about,  stood 
into  the  bay,*  and  succeeded  in  getting  the  last  of  her  hands  on 
board.  By  this  time  she  was  far  inshore,  and  a  fatal  calm,  with  a 
heavy  rolling  sea,  and  strong  flood  tide  coming  on,  rendered  it  imprac- 
ticable for  her  to  clear  the  Girdle-ness,  which  lies  a  little  to  the  south 
of  the  entry  to  the  harbour.  The  ship  continuing  to  fall  to  the  lee- 
ward, was  again  necessitated  to  bring  up  in  the  face  of  the  rocky 
shore  within  the  ness.  Soon  afterwards,  by  the  violence  of  the  gale 
which  sprung  up  from  north-easti  with  thick  snow,  her  situation  was 
beconie  perilous  in  the  extreme,  and  filled  the  minds  (rf  the  people 
who  were  spectators  on  shore  with  the  greatest  consternation.  About 
half  past  eleven  o'clock,  a.m.  the  ship,  after  dragging  her  anchori 
was  seen  to  drive  ashore  in  the  Greyhope,  near  the  Short-nes& 
Many  people  now  crowded  to  the  shore,  in  order  to  render  what  as* 
sistance  might  be  in  their  power  to  the  unfortunate  sufferers ;  but 
the  heart-rending  scene  which  now  presented  itself  made  it  too  iq;>- 
parent  that  all  human  efforts  for  preservation  of  the  ship,  or  any  of 
the  crew,  must  be  unavailing.  She  lay  on  a  large  reef  of  rocks,  and, 
from  the  tremendous  sea,^  which  overwhelmed  the  vessel,  she 
now  appeared  to  be  breaking  up.  At  this  instant,  an  attempt 
was  made  by  the  crew  to  form  a  sort  of  bridge  to  the  nearest  rocks» 
by  cutting  away  the  main-mast,  but  it  unfortunately  fedl  alongside 
the  ship,  instead  of  towards  the  shore,  as  they  had  fondly  expected^ 
Many  of  the  men  who  had  clung  to  the  rigging  were  now,  by  the 
fftlikiBg  (^the lore  and miMn masts, ]dunged  mtothedeep, and  disap- 
ptored^  ta  iiM  no  mora ;  and  most  of  the  remainder  of  the  crew, 
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having  nothing  to  lay  hold  of^  were  swept  from  the  vessel,  and  suf-  A.D.  i8ia 
fered  a  similar  fate.  Others,  who  attempted  to  regain  the  land  by 
swimming,  were  carried  off  by"  the  heavy  surf,  or  borne  down  by  the 
floating  wreck,  with  which  they  were  surromided.  The  forecastle  of 
the  ship  still  remaining  above  water,  five  men  were  observed  upon  it, 
one  of  whom  was  Captain  Innes,  who  was  distinctly  seen,  making  sig-* 
nals  for  that  assistance  which  it  was  impossible  to  afford  him ;  and, 
after  dinging  for  sometime  to  the  wreck,  and  struggling  hard  for  life, 
they  all  shared  the  fate  of  their  miforttmate  companions^  the  whole 
having  gcme  to  pieces.  About  the  same  time,  the  first  mate  and  one 
of  the  seamen  were,  with  difficulty,  saved;  being,  out  of  a  crew  of 
forty-four,  the  only  survivors  of  this  sad  catastrophe. 

The  vessel  having  been  thus  destroyed,  little  of  her  wreck  was 
saved ;  and  the  loss  sustained  by  the  owners  was  estimated  at  L.  10,000 
sterling.  She  had  been  recently  repaired,  and  was  completely  equip- 
ped for  the  voyage.  The  bodies  of  Captain  Innes,  and  thirty-seven 
of  the  crew,  were,  some  days  afterwards,  cast  on  shore,  and  decently 
interred  by  their  weeping  relatives. 

The  citizens  of  all  ranks,  not  satisfied  with  unavailing  expressicms 
of  sympathy,  inunediatdy  <q)eiied  a  subscription,  for  pecuniary  aid 
to  alleviate  the  distresses  of  the  wives  and  families  of  the  suffeters  in 
this  calamity.  The  sum  of  L.1200,  and  upwards,  was  speedily  raised 
in  this  manner,  and  distributed  among  them,  according  to  their  re- 
spective situations. 

In  this  storm,  the  Si.  Jndresv^  which  rode  about  a  cable's  length  to 
the  windward  oi  the  (keatf  cut  from  both  her  anchors,  in  the  face  of 
the  rocks  which  had  proved  so  fatal,  and  fortunately  got  under  weigh, 
weathered  the  tremendoius  storm,  and  gained  the  port,  after  she  had 
been  every  moment  expected  to  1[«  driven  on  slpra  The  Hercules^ 
m  attempting  to  take  the  harbour^  knocked  off  her  rudder,  to  the 
northward  of  the  jnei,  and  was  fwced  on  shore  upon  the  sandy  beach. 
Fortunately  none  of  the  crew  were  lest,  and  the  vessel,  when  the 
storm  abated,  was  got  off,  without  suffering  any  material  damage, 
and  proceeded  on  her  intended  voyage. 
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A.D.  1815.  In  the  month  of  January,  of  the  present  year,  several  other  melan- 
choly shipwrecks  happened  at  this  place,  which  were  accompanied  with 
circumstances  of  unparalleled  distress.  On  Thursday,  the  26th,  after  a 
continuance,  for  some  time,  of  intense  frost,  a  thaw  commenced,  with 
a  gale  from  east-south-east,  which,  in  the  course  of  the  night,  and  on 
Friday  morning,  increased  to  a  tempest,  and  occasioned  a  tremendous 
sea.  On  Friday  forenoon,  the  brig  Caledonia^  and  schooner  ProvL 
dencej  both  belonging  to  Aberdeen,  appeared,  standing  to  the  south- 
ward, but,  from  the  strong  flood  tide,  were  carried  hear  the  Girdle- 
ness,  when  it  became  evident  that  their  situation  was  critical  and  pe- 
rilous, in  the  extreme.  The  brig  wore  about,  stood  for  the  harbour, 
and,  for  some  time,  a  hope  was  entertained  6£  her  being  able  to  gala 
the  port  in  safety;  but  this  was  unhappily  firustratedby  the  awful 
catastrophe  which  soon  followed,  for,  in  a  few  minutes,  the  vessel,  in 
holding  to  the  northward,  was  struck,  on  the  broadside,  by  a  tremen- 
dous wave,  which,  breaking  over  her  as  high  as  the  tops,  threw  her  on 
her  broadside,  with  the  topsails  in  the  water.  After  continuing  in 
this  deplorable  situation  for  some  time,  the  vessel  again  righted, 
when  it  was  discovered  that  the  sails  were  lacerated,  and  flying  loose^ 
owing  to  the  sheets  having  given  way.  She  was  now  no  longer  ma- 
nageable, and  a  succeeding  wave  completely  overwhelmed  her,  and 
all  on  board  perished,  to  the  number  of  six  or  seven,  who  composed 
her  crew. 

The  schooner,  having  got  to  the  southward  of  the  ness,  was,  by  a 
signal  from  the  shore,  directed  to  the  bay  of  Nigg,  as  afibrding  the 
only  remaining  chance  of  saving  the  crew ;  but,  in  making  for  this 
place,  the  seamen  betook  themselves  to  the  rigging,  from  which  three 
of  them  were  successively  washed,  and  immediately  perished.  The 
vessel  having  struck.  Captain  Findlay,  the  master,  with  the  utmost 
diflSculty,  reached  the  shore,  by  clinging  to  the  main  boom,  and  was 
conveyed,  in  a  very  exhausted  state,  to  the  manse  of  Nigg,  where  he 
experienced,  from  Dr.  Cruden,  the  benevolent  clergyman  of  the  pa- 
rish, every  attention  and  comfort  which  his  unfortunate  condition 
required. 

Amidst  these  afflicting  scenes,  which  filled  the  minds  of  the 
numerous  spectators  on  shore  with  the  most  painful  emotions,  the 
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Thames  smac^,  of  Aberdeen,  from  London,  with  a  valuable  cargo  of  a.d.  isi; 
goods  on  board,  appeared,  under  circumstances  of  distress  similar 
to  the  former,  and  was  making  for  the  harbour,  with  a  favourable 
prospect  of  gaining  it,  until  one  of  those  tremendous  seias  with 
which  she  was  surrounded  laid  her  on  her  beam  ends,  and  her  mast 
nearly  in  the  water.  After  remaining  in  this  perilous  situation  for 
some  time,  she  righted,  but  her  sails  and  sheets  being  lacerated,  she 
was  now  rendered  unnavigable,  left  at  the  mercy  of  the  waves,  and  her 
fate  became  inevitable.  She  struck  among  the  rocks  in  the  Grey- 
hope,  near  the  fatal  spot  where  the  Oscar  had  been  destroyed.  The 
crew,  consisting  of  nine  persons,  with  two  passengers  on  board, 
perished;  and  the  ship  became  a  wreck. 

The  gale  continued,  with  unabated  fury,  during  the  whole  of 
Friday,  and  the  subsequent  Saturday  and  Sunday.  In  the  morning 
of  the  last  of  these  days,  the  Thetis  smack,  from  London,  and  a 
Danish  galliot,  from  North  Bergen,  bound  for  Bilboa,  with  fish,  oil, 
&c.  were  seen  in  the  offing.  The  Thetis^  by  uncommon  dexterity 
in  navigating  her,  fortunately  made  the  harbour  in  safety,  through 
tremendous  breakers;  but  the  galliot,  although  she  followed  the 
same  course  as  directly  as  her  exhausted  crew  could  guide  her,  was 
unfortunately  struck  on  the  beam  by  a  heavy  sea,  whereby  she  was 
dashed  among  the  ruins  of  the  north  pier  head,  which  had  been 
partly  thrown  down  by  the  recent  gales.  One  of  the  crew,  in  at- 
tempting to  gain  the  pier,  was  crushed  to  death  by  the  vessel,  which 
having  soon  after  parted,  was  driven  into  the  harbour  in  a  shattered 
condition. 

Since  the  memorable  storm,  in  the  beginning  of  January,  1800, 
with  the  exception  of  the  melancholy  catastrophe  of  the  Oscavy  no 
calamity,  so  extensive  and  fatal  to  Aberdeen,  either  with  respect  to 
the  number  of  lives  that  were  lost,  or  to  the  value  of  property  de- 
stroyed, had  occurred  at  that  place. 

The  humanity  and  benevolence  of  the  public  in  general,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  and  vicinity  in  particular,  never  were,  at  any 
period,  exerted  so  much  as  upon  the  present  occasion,  to  alleviate  the 
distresses  of  the  widows  and  families  of  those  who  had  unhappily 
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A.D.  1815.  suffered.  Upwards  of  L.2000  were  raised  by  voluntary  subscription^ 
and  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  committee  of  the  citizens,  as  a  fund  for 
a  permanent  relief  to  those  who  were  connected  with  the  sufferers  in 
these  shipwrecks,  as  well  as  to  others  who  might  afterwards  be  in  a 
similar  situation  of  distress. 

1816.  On  Tuesday  the  ISth  of  August,  of  the  present  year,  a  shock  of 
an  earthquake  was  distinctly  felt  in  the  various  quarters  of  this  town, 
and  in  the  neighbourhood.  This  awful  visitation  took  place  at  four 
minutes  before  eleven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  continued  nearly 
six  seconds.  The  undulation  seemed  to  come  from  S.S.E.  and  was 
simultaneously  felt,  to  the  distance  of  some  miles,  in  the  direction 
of  N.N.  W.  The  houses,  in  many  parts  of  the  town,  were  shaken  to 
their  foundations,  the  heaviest  articles  c^  furniture  in  them  were 
moved;  and  a  rumbhng  noise  was  heard^  as  if  some  heavy  body  was 
rolling  along  their  roofs*  In  many  of  them,  the  bells  were  set  a  ring* 
ing,  and  the  agitation  of  the  wires  continued  visible  for  some  time 
after  the  cessation  of  the  shock.  In  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour 
afterwards,  another,  but  slighter  shock,  was  distinctly  felt.  The  air,, 
during  the  remainder  of  the  nighty  was  mild  and  serene,,  with  dear 
moonlight ;  and  the  only  extraordinary  iqppearance,.  after  the  shocks^ 
was  that  of  a  thin  whitish  vapour^  settling  on  the  surrouDding  hills. 
Fortunately^  although  it'  created  a  oonsideraUe  degree  of  alarm 
among  the  inhabitants,  no  damage  was  occasioned  to  any  of  the  buikU 
ings  in  the  town.  This  ia  the  only  instance  of  any  shodk  of  an  eurth-- 
quake  having  been  felt  in  this  quarter  since  the  8tb  of  September^ 
1608,  when  an  incident  of  the  same  nature  occurred,,  and  seemed  to 
have  been  attended  with  similar  effects. 


1817.  We  have  now  traced  the  main  object  of  our  inquiries  from  a  re- 
mote period,  through  a  series  of  successive  ages,  and  through  many 
vicissitudes  of  fortune,  which  spares  neither  man,  nor  any  of  his  un- 
dertakings. During  the  course  of  several  centorias,  Abeardeen  has 
been  found  to  have  supported  a  distinguished  part  in  the  giest  scale 
of  political  society,  and  to  have  experienced  its  full  skave  oS  those  ca- 
lamities and  distresses,  to  which  the  country^  m  the  times  of  anarchy 
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and  disorder,  was  frequently' exposed ;  while  its  citizens  have  been  a.d.  i8it. 
characterized  by  their  independence^^and  distinguished  for  their  zeal 
to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  town  and  community.  It  is,  there- 
fore,  with  deep  concern,  that  we  are  compelled,  at  this  stage  of  our 
narrative,  to  announce  an  embarrassment  of  the  affairs  of  the  treasury 
of  Aberdeen.  In  order  to  account  for  this  unprecedented  circum* 
stance,  and  to  form  a  just  conception  of  the  various  causes  that  have 
led  to  it,  it  behoves  us  to  take  a  retrospective  view  of  the  public  affairs 
of  the  town  for  some  years  previous  to  this  unfortunate  occurrence. 

While  the  nation  was  engaged  in  the  late  tedious  war,  Aberdeen 
enjoyed  peace  and  tranquillity  at  home.  Its  shipping,  comn^ierce,  and 
manufactures,  had  gradually  increased,  far  beyond  es^pectation ;  and 
from  these  sources,  as  well  as  from  the  produce  of  the  county,  an  influx 
of  wealth  soon  became  manifest,  and  elated  the  minds  of  the  people. 
These  circumstances  naturally  excited  a  spirit  of  exertion,  not  only 
in  agricultural  pursuits,  but  in  every  branch  of  business,  and  local  im« 
provements  began  to  be  an  object  of  general  attention.  The  ap« 
proaches  to  the  central  parts  of  the  town,  both  from  the  south  and 
north,  had  long  been  a  subject  of  comjdaint,  as  being  narrow,  indirect, 
and  incommodious  ;  and  the  buildings  were  crowded,  and  confined. 
To  obviate  these  inconveniences,  it  was  suggested  by  Mr.  Charles 
Abercrombie,  a  surveyor  of  eminence,  who  had  planned  the  turnpike 
roads  of  the  county,  to  open  a  street  from  the  west  end  of  the  Castle- 
gate,  through  Saint  Katharine's  hill,  over  the  Denbum,  and,  by 
means  of  a  bridge,  to  form  a  communication  with  the  extensive  plain 
on  the  west  of  the  town.  This  scheme,  which  was  highly  approved 
of  by  many  citizens  interested  in  the  prosperity  of  Aberdeen,  was 
first  publicly  introduced  to  a  general  meeting  of  the  trustees  of  the 
turnpike  roads  of  the  county,  held  upon  the  30tli  of  April,  1796,  and 
recommended  by  them  to  the  consideration  of  the  magistrates. 
When  Mr.  Abercrombie's  plan,  and  minutes  of  the  county  meeting, 
were  laid  before  the  town  council,  upon  the  29th  of  July,  of  the  same 
year,  they  appear  to  have  been  averse  to  embark  in  so  serious  an  un- 
dertaking ;  for,  although  the  scheme  might  possess  advantages  very 
desirable  to  be  obtained,  they  thought  that  the  great  expense  which 
would  necessarily  attend  its  execution,  particularly  the  purchase  of 

Y  y  2  private 


Digitized  by 


Google 


848  AKNAL8  OF  ABERDEEH.  ^ 

A.D.  1817.  private  property,  was  an  insurmountable  obstacle  to  it.  At  the  same 
time,  however,  they  expressed  themselves  ready  to  accede  to  any 
plan  which  could  be  devised  for  obtaining,  on  reasonable  terms,  a 
commodious  approach  to  the  town.  They  accordingly  passed  an  act, 
by  which  they  recommended  to  the  magistrates  to  meet  and  hold  a 
conference  with  the  gentlemen  of  the  county  upon  the  subject.  Va- 
rious meetings  were  accordingly  held,  but  some  considerable  time 
elapsed  before  any  thing  material  was  done. 

Meanwhile  the  projected  improvement  had  engrossed  the  general 
attention  of  the  citizens,  and  would  seem  to  have  been  often  under 
the  consideration  of  the  magistrates,  who,  in  the  view  of  such  an  un- 
dertaking being  sooner  or  later  accomplished,  had  authorised  the 
purchase  of  some  property  in  the  line  of  the  proposed  street  to  the 
south.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1799,  matters  appear  to  have 
been  so  far  brought  to  maturity,  that  the  council  had  acquiesced  in 
Mr.  Abercrombie's  plan  being  adopted  and  carried  into  execution^ 
provided  it  should  meet  the  aj^robation  and  concurrence  of  the  citi- 
zens at  large.  The  magistrates  accordingly  embraced  the  earliest 
opportunity  of  adopting  proper  measures  to  obtain  this,  in  a  consti- 
tutional manner^ 

On  the  26th  of  February,  of  the  same  year,  a  general  meeting  of 
the  inhabitants,  qualified  to  vote  in  the  election  of  commissioners 
under  the  act  for  paving  and  lighting  the  public  streets,  &c.  having 
assembled,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  upon  the  expediency  of 
augmenting  the  rate  of  assessment,  the  late  Thomas  Leys,  Esq.  of 
Glasgoforest,  attended,  as  chief  magistrate  of  Aberdeen,  and  intro- 
duced to  the  meeting  an  overture  regarding  the  proposed  improve- 
ment, which  had  by  this  time  become  familiar  to  the  public  mind. 
The  citizens  assembled  on  this  occasion  not  only  approved  the 
plan,  but  immediately  nominated  a  numerous  committee,  for  taking 
under  their  consideration  ^^  what  roads  and  streets  it  might  be  requi- 
site to  alter  or  enlarge,  and  what  new  ones  it  might  be  proper  to 
.  open.**  At  the  same  time,  it  was  recommended  to  them  to  procure 
plans  and  estimates  of  the  expense,  and  to  report  the  proceedings  to 
a  subsequent  meeting.     This  they  accordingly  did  upon  the  first  of 
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July,  on  which  day  a  numerous  body  of  the  citizens  attended.  The  a.d.  1817. 
committee,  in  their  report,  expressed  their  opinion  "  that  two  new 
streets,  one  from  the  south,  and  another  from  the  north,  should  be 
opened,  according  to  Mr.  Abercrombie's  plan ;  and  that  these  streets 
would  not  only  be  most  commodious  for  the  public,  but  would  be 
more  adapted  for  extending^  opening  up,  and  beautifying  the  town, 
than  any  other  line  of  road  that  had  yet  been  suggested ;  while  there 
was  every  reason  to  expect  that  this  improvement  might  be  obtained 
without  ultimately  burdening  the  citizens  with  the  expense."  This 
report  being  approved,  the  meeting  resolved  that  the  same  should 
be  printed,  and  dispersed  among  the  inhabitants ;  and  it  was  recom- 
mended to  the  committee,  whose  powers  were  continued,  to  proceed 
to  carry  into  execution  what  had  been  thus  cordially  agreed  to. 

As  matters  were  now  in  the  hands  of  the  community,  it  was  only 
incumbent  on  the  chief  magistrate  to  report  the  proceedings  to  his 
colleagues  in  the  magistracy.  This  he  accordingly  did  upon  the 
Slst  of  the  subsequent  month  of  August ;  and  the  whole  was  sanc- 
tioned by  an  act  of  council* 

On  the  17th  of  September,  the  committee,  formerly  noticed,  pre- 
sented to  another  meeting  of  the  citizens,  assembled  for  the  purpose, 
their  second  report,  which  stated,  **  that,  in  a  work  of  this  kind, 
where  no  tax  whatever  was  proposed  to  be  raised,  a  temporary  ad- 
vance of  a  large  sum  of  money  would  be  necessary ;  and,  being  satis- 
fied that  the  undertaking  would  ultimately  answer  its  own  purposes, 
and  reimburse  the  advances,  they  were  of  opinion,  that  the  most 
proper  mode  of  raising  the  money  would  be  for  the  council  to  inter- 
pose the  credit  of  the  community;  and  that  it  should  be  recom- 
mended to  that  body  to  do  so,  under  the  authority  of  an  act  of  par- 
liament ;''  a  draught  of  a  bill  for  that  purpose,  having  been  presented 
along  with  the  report.  The  meeting  approved  not  only  of  the  re- 
port, but  of  the  recommendation  suggested,  and  of  the  draught  of  the 
bill ;  and  requested  the  lord  provost,  who  was  preses  of  the  meeting, 
to  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  submitting  the  proceedings  to  the 
consideration  of  the  council,  **  with  the  unanimous  and  earnest  re- 
quest 


Digitized  by 


Google      _ 


850  AKNAL8   OF   ABERDEEK. 

A.D.  1817,  quest  of  the  meeting  that  they  would  take  the  proper  measures  for 
carrying  the  same  forthwith  into  effect." 

In  complifince  with  that  request,  the  whole  proceedings  were  re- 
ported to  the  council  upon  the  18th  of  September,  and  met  their  ap- 
probation, in  the  same  manner  as  the  former  resolutions  had  done^ 
As  the  annual  change  of  magistrates,  however,  was  to  take  place  in 
a  few  days,  aji  act  of  council  was  passed,  only  recommending  to  their 
successors  to  take  the  matter  under  their  consideration  as  early  as 
possible. 

Such  was  the  situation  of  this  momentous  affair,  when  John  Ding- 
wall, Esq.  of  Ardo  succeeded  to  the  office  of  provost,  at  Michaelmas, 
1799.  At  the  first  meeting  of  the  new  council,  subsequent  to  the 
election,  an  act  was  passed  upon  the  28th  of  September,  by  which 
they  expressed  their  concurrence,  with  their  predecessors  in  office,  as 
to  the  expediency  of  the  plan  which  had  been  adopted  by  the  citi- 
zens. They  also  resolved  to  afford  every  assistance  in  their  power  to 
promote  its  execution,  and  particularly  to  interpose  the  credit  of  the 
community,  for  raising  money  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  ex- 
pense of  the  undertaking.  At  the  same  time,  they  appointed  a  com- 
mittee, invested  with  power  to  take  such  measures  as  they  might 
deem  expedient  for  accompUshing  the  object  in  view ;  and  directed  the 
proposed  bill  for  an  act  of  parliament,  along  with  the  minutes  of  the 
general  meeting,  to  be  printed,  and  dispersed  among  the  citizenis^ 

The  committee  so  appointed  made  such  progress  in  the  business, 
that,  in  the  subsequent  session  of  parliament,  an  act  was  obtained, 
authorising  the  town  council,  and  certain  other  persons  therein 
named,  as  trustees,  to  purchase  properties  in  the  lines  of  the  intended 
streets,  and  to  open  them,  according  to  the  plan  which  had  been 
adopted.  As  all  these  proceedings  are  fully  detailed  both  in  the  re- 
solutions of  the  general  meetings  of  the  citizens,  and  in  the  minutes 
of  the  council,  we  shaD  refer  to  extracts  of  these  in  the  Appendix,  in 
which  will  also  be  found  a  copy  of  the  act  of  parliament. 

When  this  act  had  been  obtained,  Mr.  Dingwall,  and  his  col* 
leagues  in  the  council,  who  were  the  acting  trustees,  entered  upon  its 
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execution  with  great  zeal;  and  their  exertions,  having  every  pros-  A.D.  1417. 
pect  of  success,  met  the  applause  of  their  fellow  citizens.  But,  as 
commonly  occurs  in  matters  of  this  kind,  the  proprietors  of  houses 
and  grounds  in  the  lines  of  the  intended  streets  availed  themselves 
of  the  opportunity  of  enhancing  the  value  of  their  properties  far  be- 
yond the  original  estimate.  The  consequence  was^  that  the  trus- 
tees were  compelled  to  pay  very  high  prices  for  idmost  every  one  of 
these  properties.  The  treasurer,  under  the  authority  of  acts  of  cotuiw 
cil,  which  had  been  passed  subsequent  to  the  act,  made  the  neces- 
sary advances  for  those  purposes ;  and  his  credit  being,  at  that  time^ 
undoubted,  be  found  no  difficulty  in  procuring  money  on  loan,  and 
speedily  incurred  a  very  heavy  load  of  debt.  But,  to  complete  this 
great  improvement,  according  to  the  original  design,  much  more  wasi 
necessary  to  be  done  than  merely  to  purdiase  the  properties  through 
which  the  new  streets  were  to  pass.  Union'Street  could  not  well  be 
brought  to  a  proper  level  without  constructing  a  bridge  over  the 
Denbum,  so  as  to  form  a  proper  connexion  with  the  fields  on  the 
west,  the  main  object  of  the  design ;  and,  to  render  both  streets  neat 
and  commodious,  common  sewers,  paving,  and  other  extensive  works, 
were  indispensably  necessary.  The  expense  of  these  Operations^  in 
Union-street  alone,  was  upwards  of  L.20,000  sterling. 

This,  however,  was  not  the  only  public  undertaking  itt  which  the 
corporation  was,  at  that  time,  engaged.  The  turnpike  road  from 
Stonehaven  to  Aberdeen  had  been  undertaken  by  the  council,  who 
were  the  trustees  upon  it  under  the  statute,  and  deeply  interested 
in  its  execution,  on  account  of  the  extensive  property  in  its  line  be- 
Icmging  to  several  of  the  public  instttutions^  The  expense  of  this 
road  was  about  L.19,000.  The  buildiiig  of  ftrideweD  also  engaged 
the  attention  of  the  magistrates,  and  towards  the  expense  of  this 
work  the  treasurer  advanced  inwards  &t  L.  1OO0.  The  improvemeftt» 
of  the  harbour,  which  commenced  itn  the  year  1810,  required  con- 
siderable advances ;  and,  to  accelerate  these  improvements,  it  was 
deemed  expedient  to  interpose  the  security  of  the  treasury  for  raising 
funds  for  defraying  the  expense  oi  the  works.  The  advances  made 
on  that  account  by  the  treasurer  to  the  shoremaster  have  accumulated 
to  upwards  of  L.  43,000.    All  these  sums,  added  to  the  charge  of  the 
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A.a  1817.  new  streets,  with  the  accumulation  of  interest,  involved  the  treasury 
in  an  immense  load  of  debt,  before  the  successive  councils  were 
aware  of  its  alarming  amount.  The  treasurer,  although  he  had  sub* 
jected  himself  to  that  debt,  had  acquired  property  to  a  considerable 
extent,  for  account  of  the  corporation,  and  had  obtained  security  for 
his  advances  to  other  public  works  ;  while  the  administrators  of  the 
town  entertained  sanguine  hopes  that  the  building  areas  in  the  lines 
of  the  new  streets  would,  sooner  or  later,,  produce  high  prices  or 
ground  rents,  equivalent  to  the  interest  of  the  debt  contracted  upon 
them.  But,  unfortunately,  their  expectations  were  not  realized ;  nor 
did  they  take  into  view  the  small  number  of  citizens  that  were  in  a 
situation  to  make  such  purchases,  or  the  remoteness  of  the  period 
when  all  the  building  areas  would  be  reqidred  by  the  population  of 
the  town.  In  the  meanwhile,  they  were  necessitated  to  sell,  from 
time  to  time,  part  of  the  property  belonging  to  some  of  the  public 
institutions  under  their  administration,  for  the  purpose  of  discharg- 
ing the  repeated  demands  upon  the  treasury,  for  interest  of  money, 
and  otherwise,  and  for  supporting  its  credit. 

In  the  beginning  of  February,  this  year,  these  demands  pressing 
hard  upon  the  treasurer,  and  the  public  sources  being  exhausted,  the 
administrators  of  the  town  judged  it  necessary  to  declare  the  insol- 
vency of  the  treasury. 

Such  are  the  principal  causes  and  circumstances,  which,  by  their 
combined  operation,  have  contributed  to  involve  the  affairs  of  the 
corporation  in  their  present  unfortunate  embarrassment. 

In  this  alarming  juncture,  and  with  a  view  to  quiet  the  minds  of 
a  numerous  body  of  creditors,  as  well  as  the  community,  the  magis- 
trates thought  it  advisable  to  nominate  a  select  committee  of  nine 
citizens,  to  investigate  the  affairs  of  the  treasury,  and  to  form  a  re- 
port thereupon,    for  the  satisfaction  of  the  public.     A  report* 

was 


*  The  Committee  were^  Haiy  Lumaden,  William  Kemiedy,  Alexander  Crombie^  David  Hutcheon, 
Alexander  Webster^  Duncan  Davidson,  Andrew  Jopp,  Thomas  Burnett^  and  James  Blaikie^  advo- 
cttes  in  Aberdeen.    By  their  report,  it  appears^ 
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was  accordingly  made  up,  printed,  and  dispersed,  from  which  it  ap-  A-D,  lai^ 
peared,  that  the  whole  public  debt  amounted  to  L.326,710  14s.  4d. 

z  z  sterling, 


I.  That  the  prices  paid  for  houses  and  ground^  after  deducting  old  materials,  amounted  to 

L.7S,163  4     5 

The  expense  of  making  the  streets,  bridges,  sewers,  retaining  walls,  &c.                34,422  111 
The  expense  of  the  act,  plans,  &c.  and  management,  since  the  commencement 

of  the  act                        -                         -                        -                         -             6,404  0     S 

Theamountof  accumulated  interest,  after  deduction  of  feu-duties  and  rents        57^290  S  10 


Sum  total  -  L.171,279  15.   7 

II.  That  for  the  property  thus  acquired,  and  the  expense  of  making  the  streets  and  paying  inte« 
rests,  the  treasurer  had  pledged  his  security.  That  the  treasury  debts,  including  those  con- 
tracted on  account  of  the  new  streets,  with  the  loans  to  the  master  of  shore  works,  and  the 
expense  of  making  the  Stonehaven  road,  and  other  improvements,  amo^nted  to 

L.285,710  14    i 


Which  may  be  thus  classed: 

1.  Debts  due  to  the  town's  office-bearers,  viz.  dean  of  guild,  master  of  mortifi- 
cations, master  of  kirk  and  bridge  works,  and  master  of  guild  brethren's 

hospital                 -                       .                       .                       .  L.64,191     3  B 

S.  Debts  due  to  charitable  institutions                 «                        m  80,420    9  1 

3.  Debts  of  L.100,  and  upwards,  due  to  individuals          -                       -  119,659    3  1 

4.  Debto  under  L.100,  to  ditto         ...  11,43918  6 


(Besides  the  current  interest)  -  •        L.225,710  14    4 

JIh  That  the  actual  revenue  applicable  to  pajnodent  of  the  interest  of  the  debt  due  by  the  treasurer, 

appears  to  be  as  under,  vle.  : 

1.  The  feu  duties  of  lands  and  fishings,  and  average  casualties  of  superiority  L.1,280    2  10 

2.  The  teind  duties,  ditto  -  .  -  120  19  7 
8.  The  rents  of  lands,  houses,  and  ground,  at  Footdee,  &c  -  -  i,756  6  2 
4.  The  town's  mills,  public  weigh-house,  and  bell  and  petty  customs  -  1,054  0  0 
5»  The  interest  of  the  debts  due  by  the  master  of  shore  works,  the  trustees  on 

the  Stonehaven  turnpike  road,  and  the  commissioners  of  the  Bridewell    .        2^720  12    5 
The  estimated  proportion  of  casualties  payable  to  the  treasury  by  entering 

burgesses  .  .  .  .  100    0    0 


The  feu  duties  arising  from  the  areas  in  the  new  streets 
The  rents  payable  to  the  trustees  of  the  new  streets 


L.7>032     0 

10 

L.1,867  12 

8 

1,400    0 

0 

8,267  12 

a 

Total  -  L.10,299  15     1 
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A.D.  1817.  Sterling,  besides  the  current  interest ;  that  the  gross  ennual  revenue, 
from  every  SQurc^,  was  jL.  10,04^  lOs.  and  that  the  estimated  value  of 

the 


From  wbieb  there  &11  to  be  deducted,  the  feu  duties,  and  other  public  bur- 
dens, being  ....  957    5 


35^512 

10 

0 

19.972 

0 

0 

S>S71 

10 

0 

54.,4I2 

4 

10 

1,247 

0 

0 

Amount^  after  the  deduction  of  public  burdens        iUlO>042  10    0 

IV.  That  the  following^  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee^  is  the  fiur  worth  and  value  of  these 

subjects,  viz.: 

1.  Feu  duties  of  lands  and  fishings,  and  of  casualties  of  superiority  -        L.24^4d5    6    Q 

2.  The  lands  within  the  fifeedom,  houses,  and  ground  at  Footdee,  and  other 

property,  under  lease  ... 

5.  The  town's  mills,  the  public  wefgh-house,  and  bell  and  petty  customs     « 

4.  The  building  areas  in  St  Nicholas  street,  and  near  the  meal  market 

5.  Hie  debts  due  by  the  shoremaster,  Stonehaven  road,  and  the  Bridewell 

6.  The  arrears  of  feu  duties  and  rents  due  to  the  treasury— supposed  re* 

coverable  •  •  •  • 

Ttreafury  preipcr^^  «selusive  of  new  streets        L.159>440  id  10 

In  this  valuation^  the  Cbmmittee  did  not  include  the  town-house,  or  shops  un- 
der it,  the  public  schools,  or  the  funds  belonging  to  George  Davidson^s  mortifica- 
tion, which  last  are  applicable  fer  payment  of  ministers'  stipends;  nor  did  they  put 
any  value  upon  the  treasurer's  reversionary  hiterest  in  the  shore  dues. 

^  Nbw  Struts. 

V.  That  the  property  belqngiiig  to  the  treasurer,  for  behoof  of  the  new  street  trus« 

tees,  may,  in  their  opinio^,  be  estimated  as  follows,  viz.  :-— 

The  feu  duties  receivable  for  building  areas  along  Union  street  and  King  street^ 
being*lL.l,867  12s.  ad.  at  18  years  purchase  -        L.SS>917     Q    0 

The  value  of  building  areas  in  Union  street,  frpm  the  Castle 
street  to  Broad  street  and  Shiprow,  not  fieued,  with  the 
materials  of  the  houses  at  ptesent  on  the  ground,  and  a 
house  in  the  Netherkirkg^te        -  n  1 1,650    Q    0 

The  value  of  building  areas  in  this  street,  from  Broad  slureet, 
westward,  to  its  extremity,  Teirace,  and  buildings  on 
the  ground  ...        S3,156  11     O 

Ditto,  in  King  street,  from  the  Castle  street  to  its  extremity, 

including  the  materials  and  houses  in  Garden's  close  28,727     8    0 

These  valuations  comprdiend  the  common  sewers,  &c. 


Value  of  the  new  streets 


106,851     5    O 


L.24d>292     1  10 
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the  whole  prcppcrty,  cf  every  description,  was  L<241,669  0*.  4d.  ster-  a.D.  i«it. 
Ung.  By  theie  means,  there  was  an  apparent  reversion  of  L.! 6,952 
13s.  sterling,  but  how  far  it  may  be  realized  depends  vEpon  so  many 
events  and  drcnmstuices,  that,  at  present,  it  is  extremely  difficult  to 
say  what  may  be  the  ultimate  result*  Various  schemes  have  been  - 
proposed  by  the  magistrates  to  the  citizens,  for  extricating  the  af« 
fairs  of  the  treasury  from  this  embarrassment ;  these  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  consideration  of  the  burgesses  of  guild,  but  none  of 
them  have  met  with  their  approbation.* 

z  z  2  In 


^hHbM>^MMtoi«*i^«M 


Brought  forward        L246i292     1  10 
From  which  there  falk  to  be  deducted,  the  estimated  value  of  certain  feu  vaA 

teind  dutiei^  and  puUic  burdens,  bemg  L.257  3s.  lid.  yearly  -  4fi2%  U    6 


Total  valuationif  after  deduction  of  public  burdens        L.2il>66S    6    4 

Amoimtoffhedebtii         225,710  14    4 


Leavhig  a  reversion  of       L.i5,952  12    0 


*  The  followuig  are  the  outlines  of  tbe  sdieme  which  was  proposed  by  the  magistrates  and  town 
cmincQ^  on  the  19th  of  February^  in  an  address  to  the  citizens  :— 

''  By  the  books  of  the  ci^  duaBberla]n>  it  appean,  that  the  debt  due^  a«at  Miebaefanae  last,  by 

fhe  treasury^  was  -  •  «  «  L.l69,90O 

And  that  the  sum  due  t<>  the  town's  offic^bearsvs^  i»  •  «  fid^d^ 


Total  debt       I^a6,SS9 


And  that  the  gross  amount  of  his  yearly  ineome  ill  •  •  L^10>500 

The  annual  permanent  amount  of  municipal  charges^  &€^  is  dlraut  «  8,800^ 


Balance  to  pay  interest  of  debt        L.7,500 


ft  It  is  understood  by  the  magistrates  and  council^  thatif  a  yearly  interest  of  fourper  cent  is  paid 
to  the  creditors^  with  the  conviction  that  their  principal  sums  are  well  secured^  they  would  remain 
pofrcHy  satisfied. 

^'  Theinterest  on  the  treasury  debt,  to  individuals,  &c.  at  4  per  cent  per  annum,  is        L.6,5l6 
And  to  the  oflbe-bearets,  at  the  same  rate  ....  2,537 


Tottd  mtflKst  on  debt       I^9fi68 
Baknce^asabofe,  topayintsKSt  7«M0 

Yearly  deficsmoy  of  teawst       L.J,5S$ 

«  There 
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A.D.  1817.  In  order  to  allay  the  ferment  which  had  been  occasioned  by  this 
alarming  occurrence,  and  to  quiet  the  minds  of  many  who  were 
deeply  interested,  a  meeting  of  the  creditors  was  convened,  upon  the 
21st  of  that  month,  in  the  town-hall,  when  it  was  resolved,  that  the 
treasurer,  magistrates,  council,  and  the  trustees  under  the  act  of  par- 
liament which  had  passed  for  the  new  streets,  should  grant  a  dispo- 
sition and  conveyance  of  the  whole  heritable  and  moveable  public 

property 


'^  There  will  thus  remain  a  deficiency  in  the  yearly  interest  of  L.l,55S ;  but^  as  a  great  part  of  the 
treasurer's  property  is  let  at  a  low  rate>  on  leases  of  longer  or  shorter  duration^  and  as  some  of  it  is 
not  at  present  productive^  it  may  be  presumed^  that  his  yearly  revenue  will,  from  time  to  time,  in- 
crease. This  increase  may  be  assumed  as  equal  to  one  half  per  cent,  on  his  debt,  in  every  succes- 
sive period  of  seven  years ;  and  upon  these  grounds  it  is  proposed,  that  the  community  shaH  agree  to 
such  an  assessment  as  will  enable  him  to  pay  the  full  interest  of  four  per  cent  until  his  own  income 
shall  be  equal  to  it,  or,  eventually,  five  per  cent  when  he  can  realize  it 

<*  By  this  scheme  it  appears,  that,  in  order  to  pay  full  four  per  cent  on  the  treasurer's  debts,  a 
yearly  assessment  would  be  required  of  L.1697  6s.  6d.  for  the  period  of  seven  years,  and  of  L-565 
1  ds.  6d.  for  a  further  period  of  seven  years,  when  the  treasurer  would  be  fully  able  to  pay  four  one« 
fourth  per  cent  and  perhaps  more.  Indeed,  it  is  highly  probable,  that,  in  a  few  years  thereafter,  he 
might  be  able  to  pay  full  five  per  cent  on  the  whole  amount  of  his  debts,  whidi  woi^  be  highly 
desirable,  considering  the  large  amount  of  charitable  funds  in  his  hands.  Thus  far  an  assessment  i& 
proposed,  to  pay  interest,  at  the  rate  of  four  per  cent  per  annum.  If  the  public  spirit  and  liberality 
of  the  heritors,  &c.  within  the  burgh,  and  of  those  who  will  be  afiected  by  this  measure,  should  in- 
duce them  to  submit  to  a  further  light  assessment,  fbr  the  purpose  of  liquidating  the  debt,  the  ma- 
gistrates and  council  will  clearly  shew,  that  this  object  will  be  attained  by  a  very  easy  rate  of  taxa- 
tion, and  in  a  manner  that  will  give  great  confidence  to  the  public  creditor.  They  shall  suppose^ 
that,  at  the  expiration  of  the  first  period  of  seven  years,  viz.  in  the  year  1825,  the  assesment  is  to 
be  continued  at  L.  17  00  per  annum,  which  is  about  one  half  more  than  the  present  police  tax,  but, 
owing  to  the  mode  of  assessment,  will  be  even  less  feh ;— of  this  sum  of  L.1700>  there  is  required, 
for  seven  years,  the  sum  of  L.565  Ids.  6d.  to  pay  the  balance  of  interest;— «nd  the  sum  remaining 
(in  round  numbers,  L 1 200,)  to  be  applied  to  the  reduction  of  the  debt.  The  whole  to  be  placed 
-  under  the  management  of  trustees,  to  be  named  by  an  act  of  parliament'* 

The  address  is  followed  by  tables,  and  then  proceeds  to  detail  the  operation  of  the  scheme,  and 
promises  certain  advantages  to  be  derived  by  the  community,  in  the  event  of  its  being  adopted. 

The  scheme  appears  to  have  met  with  the  approbation  of  Dr.  Robert  Hamilton,  .professor  of  mA« 
thematics,  in  Mariscbal  College,  to  whom  it  had  been  submitted. 

In  return  for  such  a  pledge  on  the  part  of  the  community,  the  magistrates  and  councfl  had  no 
hesitation  in  declaring  their  opinion,  that  a  share  in  the  election  of  the  magistrates  of  the  borough 
ought,  in  justice,  to  be  conceded ;  and  they  further  openly  avowed  their  intention  of  sanctioning  such 
a  change  in  its  constitution,  and  in  the  manner  of  exhibiting  and  auditing  the  public  accounts,  as 
should  tend  to  promote  and  secure  that  mutual  confidence  which  ought  always  to  subsist  between  ma- 
gistrates and  their  fellow  dtixens. 
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property  vested  in  them,  to  twenty-one  citizens,  who  were  named,  in  A.D.  1817. 
trust,  for  the  behoof  of  the  creditors  of  the  corporation.  These  re- 
solutions having  been  acquiesced  in  by  the  meeting,  the  property  was 
accordingly  surrendered  to  the  management  of  these  trustees. 
Owing,  however,  to  the  stagnation  of  trade,  and  various  other  un- 
favourable circumstances,  very  little  progress  has  yet  been  made  in 
converting  this  property  into  money ;  but  a  small  dividend  has  been 
paid  to  the  creditors  from  the  funds  that  have  been  realized. 

These  unfortunate  occurrences  have  been  the  prelude  to  serious 
and  important  designs  respecting  the  administration  of  the  bo- 
rough. The  burgesses  of  guild,  on  the  15th  February,  having  assem- 
bled, for  the  purpose  of  taking  under  their  consideration  the  present 
situation  of  public  affairs,  adopted  resolutions,  expressive  of  their 
sentiments  upon  the  events  which  had  occurred.  "  They  attri- 
buted the  present  disaster  of  the  treasury  to  the  bad  system  under 
which  the  borough  had  been  governed,  by  the  town  council  being 
self-elected ;  and  to  its  administration  having  become  as  it  were  the 
inheritance  of  a  few  individuals,  who,  forming  a  secret  junto,  con- 
sidered themselves  irresponsible  for  their  management  to  their  fel- 
low citizens.  They  asserted,  that  the  ample  endowments  in  fishingi^ 
lands,  and  other  heritages,  granted  by  our  sovereigns,  for  the  com- 
mon good,  to  the  provost,  baillies,  counsellors,  burgesses,  and  their 
successors,  have,  during  the  course  of  years,  been  either  dilapidated, 
or  squandered  upon  improvident  and  ill-managed  speculations. 
That,  although  they  were  most  imwiUing,  at  a  moment  like  the  pre- 
sent, to  use  expressions  calculated  to  excite  irritation,  yet  they  would 
fail  in  duty  to  their  successors,  and  to  themselves,  if  they  did  not 
thus  publicly  disclaim  every  participation  or  concern  in  the  system 
which  had  led  to  the  present  unhappy  event.  At  the  same  time,  as 
a  circular  letter  had  been  sent  by  the  magistrates  to  the  several  cre- 
ditors of  the  treasury,  insinuating,  that  the  community  and  the  heri- 
tage of  the  town  were  responsible  for  the  debts  which  had  been  con- 
tracted, in  the  name  of  the  treasurer,  they  publicly  declared,  that 
they  did  not  consider  themselves,  either  as  burgesses  of  guild,  pro- 
prietors of  heritage,  or  as  citizens,  liable  to  one  farthing  of  this 
debt.  That  the  magistrates,  among  many  other  acts  of  mismanage- 
ment, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


858 


ANKALS   OF  ABERDEBN. 


A.D.  mi.  menty  had  deviated  £rom  the  enactments  of  the  statute;  and  by  a 
most  unjustifiable  course  of  concealment,  had  occasioned  the  un« 
happy  consequences  which  have  now  burst  forth,  to  the  astonish- 
ment and  deep  concern  of  the  public." 

The  funds  of  the  guildry,  under  the  administration  of  the  magis* 
trates  and  council,  being  very  considerable,  had,  from  time  to  time, 
been  lent,  under  their  authority,  to  the  treasurer,  to  enable  him  to 
conduct  the  pernicious  system  to  which  he  had  been  necessitated  to 
resort,  for  supporting  his  credit,  and  for  discharging  the  multifarious 
engagements  to  which  he  had  been  subjected.  The  burgesses,  there- 
fore, conceiving  that  they  had  an  unquestionable  interest  in  these 
funds,  deemed  it  requisite  to  appoint  a  select  committee^  of  twenty  of 
their  number,  as  conservators  of  these  funds,  and  of  all  matters  where- 
in they  were  concerned.  In  the  meanwhile,  they  delegated  powers 
to  this  committee  to  attend  the  meetings  of  the  creditors  of  the  trea« 
surer,  to  investigate  the  present  state  of  the  guildry  funds,  to  ascer« 
tain  whether  any  sales  of  land  or  property  had  been  lately  made^  in 
which  their  interests  had  been  compromised,  and  ta  bring  under 
view  all  circumstances  connected  with  these  aiTairs. 

During  these  transactions,  some  difierences  having  arisen  between 
the  committee  and  the  ma^strates,  with  regard  to  the  mode  of  in« 
specting  the  records,  and  examining  the  accounts  of  the  guildry, 
another  meeting  of  the  burgesses  was  convened  upon  the  13th  of 
March,  when  the  committee  submitted  to  their  consideration  a  cor« 
respondence  which  had  passed  between  them  and  the  magistrates,  on 
this  subject.   At  that  meeting,  the  burgesses  unanimously  approved  of 

the 


*  Forty-eightgentlanen  having  been  nominated,  the  meeting  proceeded  to  ballot  for  their  com« 
mittee,  when  the  Ibllowing  were  returned  bj  Ae  8cratiReer%  vis. :«.« 


Robert  Abererombie 
Thomaa  fiannermaa 
^l^-yflTi^er  BanneDQOuui 
John  Booth 
Akcxander  Dtngwaff 
Jobii.EwcD} 
Alexander  Forbes 


Junes  Forbes 
John  Forbes 
William  Forbes  of  Echt 
Robert  Harvey 
George  Hogarth,  jun. 
GoDigt  Innes 
George  M'Kenzie 


DffvidBfilne 
Alexander  Pirie 
William  Fizie 
John  Rae 
Alexander  Sfaind 
George  Still 
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the  proceedings  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  committee ;  and,  among  a.d.  1817. 
Other  matters,  resolved  to  insist  upon  obtaining  access  to  all  books 
and  documents  which  thej  might  deem  essentially  necessary  for  a£* 
fording  them  information  with  relation  to  the  state  of  the  guildry 
funds,  the  uses  to  which  these  are  strictly  applicable,  and  to  the  ge** 
neral  rights  and  interests  of  the  burgesses  of  guild.  They  also 
agreed  to  open  a  subscription  for  raising  funds  to  defray  the  charge 
of  carrying  their  resolutions  into  effect.  At  the  same  time,  they  ex- 
pressed their  readiness  to  receive  any  communication,  in  writing,  that 
the  magistrates  might  think  proper  to  make  to  them,  through  their 
committee ;  and  it  being  the  opinion  of  the  meeting  that  the  set 
of  the  borough  should  be  thrown  open^  it  was  directed  that  this  should 
be  communicated  to  the  magistrates. 

In  the  course  of  this  communication,  the  differences  between  the 
magistrates  and  the  conmiittee,  with  regard  to  the  inspection  of  the 
records,  having  been  accommodated,  an  act  of  the  town  council  was 
passed,  upon  the  28th  of  March,  hy  which  it  was  resolved,  that,  al- 
though they  were  not  aware  of  any  right  that  entitled  the  burgesses  at 
large  to  demand  access  to  the  records  of  the  borough,  yet,  as  a 
matter  of  courtesy  and  good  will  towards  their  fellow  citizens,  they 
were  disposed  to  afford  them  that  inspection,  for  the  purpose  of  their 
obtaining  the  information  which  they  required. 

The  council  having,  at  the  same  time,  taken  under  their  conside- 
ration that  part  of  the  resolutions  of  the  general  meeting  of  the  bur- 
gesses, of  the  13th  of  March,  which  proposed  the  set  of  the  borough 
being  thrown  open^  unanimously  resolved  to  accede  to  such  a  change 
both  of  it,  and  of  the  manner  of  auditing  and  exhibiting  the  public 
accounts,  as  should  tend  to  promote  and  secure  that  mutual  confi- 
dence which  ought  to  subsist  between  magistrates  and  their  fellow- 
citizens.  But  they  expressed  their  disapprobation  of  any  change  that 
should  be  founded  upon  the  principle  of  poll  election,  or  universal 
suffrage,  as  being  calculated  only  to  introduce  anarchy  and  confusion, 
without  effecting  any  real  improvement  in  the  mode  of  election,  or 
in  the  internal  government  of  the  Jx>rough. 

These 
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A.D.  1817.  These  matters  beixig  thus  far  accommodated,  the  chairman  and 
sub-committee  of  the  burgesses  proceeded  to  the  examination  of  the 
records,  and  of  the  guildry  accounts^  in  which  they  were  occupied  for 
several  days.  Having  formed  their  report,  it  was  presented  to  a  ge- 
neral meeting  of  the  burgesses,  upon  the  21st  of  April.  In  this  re- 
port,* the  sub-committee  exhibited  a  detail  of  the  particular  funds 
belonging  to  the  guildry,  under  the  sole  administration  of  the  xna- 
gistrates,  and  expressed  their  sentiments  to  the  meeting,  upon  the 

proposal 


*  The  committee,  named  at  a  general  meeting  of  the  burgesses  of  guild  of  Aberdeen,  on  the 
15th  February  kst,  to  a  general  meeting  of  their  constituents^  on  the  2l8t  April,  1817>  reported^ 
<'  That,  after  the  general  meeting,  on  the  13th  March,  they  lost  no  time  in  again  applying  to  the 
magistrates  and  council  for  leave  to  inspect  the  records  of  the  city.  Having  obtained  this  permi»< 
8ion,  and  having  found  the  gentlemen  of  the  magistracy,  whom  they  had  the  pleasure  to  meet,  ready 
to  afford  every  information  on  the  subject,  it  was  their  first  object  to  endeavour  to  ascertain  whether 
the  burgesses  of  guild  have  now,  or  ever  had,  controul  over  the  funds  collected  firom  their  pocketSj 
and  designated  "  the  guild  box"—-''  the  additional  fund  to  ditto,*'  applicable  to  charity — ''  the 
guild  wine,"  to  entertainments — and  ''  the  arms  money,"  to  cleaning  the  town's  armour ;  all  which 
are  tenned  guildry  Junds.  Your  committee  found,  what  they  had  reason  to  expect,  under  a  system 
of  self-elected  govemon^  that  the  magistrates  alone,  under  the  existing  law  of  the  borough,  have 
had,  and  now  possess,  sovereign  controul,  in  raising;  diminishing,  and^vftt  pleasure,  appropriating, 
the  admission  dues.  It  appeared,  therefore,  unnecessary  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  the  documents  and 
accounts  laid  before  your  committee,  in  regard  to  these  funds,  or  to  make  aiQr^dinute  inquiry  into 
the  late  sales  of  the  lands  of  Skene,  of  which  the  burgesses  may  complain,  but  appear  to  have  no 
right  to  challenge.  The  committee,  however,  cannot  help  remarking,  the  obvious  imprudence  of  the 
dean  of  guild,  in  consenting  to  remove  his  funds  from  a  quarter  where  they  were  so  well  secured,  in 
order  to  lend  them  to  the  city  treasurer,  of  whose  pecuniary  embarrassments  he,  the  dean,  could 
not,  or  at  least  ought  not,  to  have  been  ignorant, 

''  It  now  only  remains  for  the  conunittee  to  submit  to  their  constituents  a  brief  abstract  of  the 
guildry  funds,  in  so  fiir  as  they  have  been  able  to  ascertain  them. 

**  The  treasurer  of  Aberdeen  was  due,  at  Michaelmas  last,  to  the  guild  box,  additional  fund  to 
ditto,  and  guild  brethren's  hospital  .  •  «  .  £.19,810  12    3 

''  N.B.  Besides  the  above  sum,  these  funds  have  right  to  4-lOths  of  the  re« 
venue  of  the  remaining  part  of  the  lands  of  Skene,  which  4-10th8  at  present 
yield  about  125  bolls  of  meal,  and  about  £.108  sterling,  of  yearly  rent;  but 
from  these  sums  there  fiills  to  be  deducted  a  proportion  of  public  burdens. 
These  funds  have  also  right  to  a  mortification  of  400  merks  Scots  per  annum, 
payable  from  the  hmds  of  Tipperty,  and  feu  duties  amounting  to  £.79  17s.  64 
with  a  proportion  of  the  compositions  from  entering  burgesses. 

*'  The  number  of  annuitants  on  these  funds  from  Michaelmas,  1815,  to 
Michaelmas,  1816,  was  152 ;  and  the  sum  paid  them  was  -  £,9U 
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proposal  which  had  been  made  to  them,  in  consequence  of  the  act  of  a.d.  1817. 
counj^il,  with  regard  to  a  change  in  the  set  of  the  borough.     The  re- 

3  A  port 


Brought  forward        £.911   £.19,810  12     3 
^'  Besides  the  above  sum^  due  to  charitable  funds^  the  treasuxer  was  due 
tothe  guild  wine  fund^  at  Michaehnas^  1816^  -  -  6,623   11     I 

"  N.B.  This  fund  has  also  right  to  3-lOths  of  the  revenue  of  the  re- 
maining part  of  the  lands  of  Skene^  at  the  rate  above-mentioned,  and  to 
feu-duties,  amounting  to  £.41,  and  a  proportion  of  the  compositions  from 

entering  burgesses. 

*  . 

'^  And  the  expenditure  on  this  branch,  from  Michaelmas,  1815,  to  Mi- 
diaelmas,  I8I6,  was  ....  590 

'^  The  treasiurerwas  also  due  to  the  arms  money  fund,  at  JMichaelmas, 
1816,  -  -  -  -  .  561     1     i 

''  N.B.  This  fund  has  only  right  to  a  proportion  of  the  compositions 
payable  by  entering  burgesses* 

«'  And  the  expenditure  on-this  branch,  from  Midiaelmas,  1815,  to  Mi- 
chaehnas,  I8I6,  was  -  •  -  -SI 


£.1332    £.25,995     5     0 

*'  The  burgesses  will,  therefore,  at  once,  see,  that  the  only  revenue  applicable  to  charitable  pur. 
poses,  from  the  funds  under  the  management  of  the  dean  of  guild,  and  master  of  guild  brethren's 
hospital,  arises  from  the  items  above  stated,  and  whatever  annual  interest  the  estate  of  the  treasurer 
may  pay  on  L.1 9,810  12s.  3d.  With  r^ard  to  the  guild  wine  fund,  the  expenditure  last  year  was 
great,  owing,  as  your  committee  understand,  to  a  large  stock  of  wine  having  been  laid  in,  but  which 
is  still  remaining  on  hand.  To  do  the  magistrates  justice,  the  entertaining  system,  of  late  years,  has 
been  greatly  diminished ;  and  yoiur  committee  would  &in  hope  they  need  but  hint,  that  it  only  re- 
quires  an  act  of  council  to  appropriate,  iu  future,  theinterest  that  may  be  recovered  on  the  sum  due 
^  the  treasurer  on  this  fimd,  to  that  of  the  charitable  one.  The  arms  money  frmd  requires  no 
remark." 

After  some  remarks  concerning  the  admission  dues  of  burgesses,  the  commHtee  conclude  with 
observing,  '<  that  neither  the  opinion  oTa  convention  of  burgesses,  the  sanction  of  the  town  coun« 
cil,  nor  the  concession  of  the  magistrates,  will  be  required ;  but  that,  upon  a  proper  representation, 
higher  authority  will  re-model  the  government  of  a  Scottish  borough  which  has  deservedly  expired. 
The  suffrage  which  that  authority  may  grant,  the  committee  had  no  doubt,  would  give  universal  sa« 
tisfaction  to  the  citizens.  They  were  also  sensible,  that  the  burgesses  felt  with  the  magistrates  the 
.  difficulties  by  which  the  affairs  of  the  city  were,  at  present,  surrounded.  At  the  same  time,  they 
remarked,  that  these  difficulties  have  arisen,  not  from  the  plans  of  improvement  which,  the  magis. 
Irates  say,  were  originally  sanctioned  by  the  citizens,  but  from  a  most  unjustifiable  concealment  on 
the  part  of  a  few  individuals ;  and  that  it  was  a  matter  of  no  importance  to  the  community,  whether 
these  have  been  actuated  by  pure  motives;  led  off  by  wild,  ettravagant,  and  ill-managed  specula* 
tions ;  or  whether  they  wanted  understanding." 
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A.D.  idiT.  port  having  met  with  the  approbation  of  the  meeting,  an  adjourn* 
ment  took  place  till  Monday  the  18th  of  the  subsequent  month  of 
August,  when  they  intended  to  take  under  their  consideration  the 
propriety  of  petitioning  the  king,  in  council,  to  grant  such  change  in 
the  administration  of  the  borough  as  might  be  deemed  proper. 

In  the  meanwhile,  as  the  proposal  which  had  been  made  by  the 

magistrates  in  the  month  of  February,  for  extricating  the  treasury 
from  its  present  difficulty,  by  an  assessment  upon  the  citizens,  had 
not  met  with  the  approbation  of  the  burgesses,  nor  had>  indeed^ 
been  much  attended  to  by  the  generality  of  those  who  were  to  be  af* 
fected  by  its  operation^  the  magistrates  and  council  thought  it  ad« 
visable  to  bring  forward  the  scheme  of  assessment,  under  a  new 
shape,  and,  by  every  mean  in  their  power,  to  attempt  a  e<mciliation 
with  their  fellow  citizens. 

On  the  30th  of  August,  a  meeting  of  the  burgeasM  waa  conv^ied 
in  the  town-hall,  under  the  authority  of  Mr.  Read^  the  dean  of  guild, 
and  numerously  attended.  In  supporting  the  scheme  which  had 
been  now  digested  by  his  colleagues  in  the  magistracy,  he  took  a 
comprehensive  view  of  the  circumstances  which  led  to  the  insol- 
vency of  the  treasury,  and  of  the  subsequent  proceedings,  which  were 
iK>w  become  familiar  to  the  public  mind.  He  detailed,  at  great 
length,  the  outlines,  and  explained,  in  a  very  able  and  distinct  man- 
ner, the  objects  of  the  plan.  Those  objects  went  to  an  applicadon 
purposed  to  be  made  to  parliament,  for  authority  to  assess  the  pro- 
perty and  trade  of  the  town,  nearly  in  the  manner  which  had  been 
proposed  in  the  address  of  the  19th  of  February,  formerly  submitted 
to  the  public.  This  assessment' was  intended  to  be  2s.  on  each  L.lOO, 
Scottish  money,  of  valued  rents  of  houses,  lands,  fishings,  &c. ;  and 
the  same  rate  on  each  XulOO  sterling,  of  trade.  At  the  same  time» 
the  dean  of  guild  stated,  that,  while  the  magistrates  and  council  re- 
newed the  proposal  of  a  general  assessment,  as  the  only  means  that 
could  be  effectual  for  obviating  the  present  difficulties^  and  for  restor*- 
ing  the  credit  of  the  treasury,  in  which  every  citizen  must  be  more 
or  less  interested ;  they  were  not  unmindful  of  the  opinion  which 
they  had  formerly  expressed,  that,  in  return  for  such  a  pledge  on  the 
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part  of  the  communitji  a  ^hare  in  the  election  of  the  town  council  a.d.  isir- 
oughti  in  justice,  to  be  conceded.  He  declared,  however,  that  they 
were  well  aware,  that,  in  discussing  a  measure  of  so  deep  importance 
as  even  a  partial  change  of  the  constitution  and  laws,  under  which 
the  royal  boroughs  had  been  so  long  governed,  great  circumspection 
and  entire  freedom  from  prejudice  were  requisite.  They  were  also 
fully  impressed  with  a  conviction,  that,  as  guardians,  in  part,  of  this 
constitution,  and  official  conservators  of  the  public  privileges,  they 
would  depart  from  that  duty  which  they  owed  to  their  fellow  citi- 
zens, if  they  were  to  yield  to  the  full  tide  of  popular  opinion.  In  these 
sentiments  they  were  confirmed  by  declarations,  which  have  been 
openly  avowed,  that  nothing  less  would  satisfy  the  burgesses  than 
the  election  of  all  the  members  of  the  town  council.  Were  this  to 
be  made  the  ground  of  any  specific  measure  for  the  above  purpose, 
they  were  convinced  that  it  never  would  receive  the  sanction  of  the 
convention  of  royal  boroughs,  or  of  the  British  parliament. 

In  proposing,  therefore,  and  supporting  such  a  change  in  the  set 
of  the  borough,  and  in  the  manner  of  exhibiting  and  passing  the 
public  accounts,  as  may  be  sanctioned  by  the  legislature,  so  as  to 
afford  the  citizens  a  proper  controul  over  the  yearly  expenditure, 
and  a  voice  in  the  election  of  the  town  council,  the  magistrates  and 
council  presumed  to  think  that  they  had  done  every  thing  which  was 
incumbent  on  them  for  restoring  the  credit  of  the  incorporation,  and 
for  redeeming  the  pledge  which  they  had  formerly  made  to  their  fel- 
low citizens.  The  dean  of  guild  having  then  exhibited  the  outlines 
of  the  proposed  plan*  for  changing  the  mode  of  electing  the  coun- 

8  A  2  cil, 


*  The  foUowing  danm  eilubit  the  views  of  die  oouncil  on  dils  iubject  >-« 

'*  1.  A  head  court  of  the  burgeMes  of  guild  ahell  be  held  aiuiually,  on  the  first  VtTednesday  of 
Septonber^  to  be  celled  by  the  dean  of  guilds  who  ahall  preside  at  the  meeting. 

**  8.  At  this  meeting,  there  shall  be  nominated  and  appointed,  by  signed  lists,  to  be  given  in  by 
the  burgesses,  thirteen  persons,  members  of  the  guildry,  who  are  to  compose  the  guild  court  for  the 
then  eneuing  year ;  and  to  whom  shall  be  referred,  all  such  matters  as  have  been  in  use  to  be  deter« 
mined  by  the  guild  court  in  time  past 

^  S.  The  dean  of  guild  for  the  time,  die  aberiff-substitute  of  Abefdeenshire,  the  town  derk  of 
Aberdeen^  and  one  person  to  be  named  by  the  meeting,  shall  be  i^pointed  scrutineers  of  the  signed. 
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A.D.  1817.  cil,  &c.  concluded  with  suggesting,  that,  if  the  meeting  were  pleased 
to  approve,  generally,  of  the  substance  of  the  scheme  which  had  been 
now  submitted  to  them,  the  whole  should  be  referred  to  a  committee 
of  their  number,  to  meet  with  another. committee  of  the  magistrates 
and  council,  to  consider  and  to  report  their  opinion  upon  the  expedi- 
ency  and  propriety  of  the  plan  which  had  been  proposed,  and  the  best 
means  of  carrying  it,  or  such  other  measures  as  might  be  adopted,  in- 
to 


lists  or  votes  so  given  in.     They  shall  be  sworn  to  the  due  and  faithful  execution  of  this  office ;  and 
diall  make  a  true  return  of  the  persons  who  have  the  greatest  number  of  votes. 

'^  4.  The  guild  courts  so  chosen  as  aforesaid^  shall  be  called  by  the  dean  of  guilds  to  meet  on  the 
first  Wednesday  after  their  election,  and  shall  proceed  to  nominate  and  appoint,  by  a  majority  of 
votes  of  its  members,  one  of  their  number  as  dean ;  the  return  of  whose  election,  together  with  the 
na^es  of  the  other  twelve  gentlemen  composing  the  guild  court,  shall  be  intimated  to  the  magis« 
trates  of  Aberdeen,  by  letter,  addressed  to  the  town  clerk^  .at  least  eight  days  previous  to  the  day 
of  the  annual  election  of  magistrates  and  counciL 

''  5.  Upon  the  said  day  of  election,  the  person  who  shall  be  so  nominated  by  the  guild  court, 
shall  be  admitted  and  chosen  by  the  magistrates  and  council,  as  dean  of  guild  of  the  burgh  for  the 
then  ensuing  year. 

**  6.  Upon  said  day  of  election,  the  magistrates  and  council  shall,  from  the  list  of  the  twelve 
burgesses  composing  the  guild  court,  elect  two,  as  members  of  the  town  council  of  the  burgh  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

''  7.  Of  the  remaining  ten  members  of  the  guild  court,  three  shall,  in  like  manner,  be  elected  as 
auditors  of  the  town's  accounts,  along  with  the  two  trades  counsellors,  and  other  four  members  of 
the  town  council ;  three  as  conservators  of  the  guild  box  and  poor's  funds,  in  conjunction  with  the 
provost  and  magistrates  ;  and  four  as  commissioners  under  the  proposed  act  for  the  liquidation  of  the 
public  debt  of  the  borough ;  along  with  the  provost  and  eldest  baillie  of  Aberdeen,  president  of  the 
society  of  advocates,  president  of  the  society  of  shipmasters,  and  convener  of  the  incorporated 
trades,  all  for  tlie  time  being :  and  four  others^  to  be  chosen  by  the  heritors,  and  those  carrying  on 
trade  within  the  borough,  not  being  burgesses  of  guild. 

''  8.  The  town's  accounts,  after  being  audited,  shall  lie  open,  at  the  office  of  the  city  chamber- 
lain, for  the  space  of  one  month,  after  the  yearly  reading  at  the  Michaelmas  head  court 

''  9.  The  convener  court  of  the  incorporated  trades  shall,  in  like  manner,  meet  upon  the  first 
Wednesday  of  September  annually ;  and  shall  nominate  and  appoint  two  of  their  number  as  trades 
counsellors ;  wiiich  two  may  either  be  deacons  of  crafts,  or  the  convener  of  the  trades  for  the  time, 
and  one  deacon. 

"  1 0.  The  nomination  of  the  said  deacons,  or  convener  and  deacon,  shall  be  intimated  to  the  ma- 
gistrates  at  least  ei^i^ht  days  previous  to  the  day  of  the  annual  election  of  magistrates  and  council;  on 
which  day,  the  said  persons,  so  nominated  by  the  convener  court,  shall  be  elected  and  chosen  as 
trades  counsellors  of  the  burgh  for  the  then  ensuing  year." 
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to  eflfect.     On  this  scheme,  however,  no  determinate  resolutions  were,  A.D.  i8i7. 
at  this  time,  formed ;  and  the  meeting  adjourned  to  a  future  day. 
In  the  meanwhile,  the  propositions  from  the  magistrates  were  ordered 
to  be  printed,  and  dispersed  among  the  burgesses  at  large. 

These  expedients  on  the  part  of  the  magistrates  do  not  seem  to 
have  been  well  calculated  to  promote  a  good  understanding  between 
them  and  the  burgesses.  From  the  proceedings  which  had  taken 
place  at  this  meeting,  it  was  evident  that  all  confidence  was  lost ;  for 
the  scheme, which  had  been  proposed  by  the  dean  of  guild,  on  behalf 
of  his  colleagues,  did  not  meet  with  general  approbation,  was  eluded, 
and  the  committee  which  he  had  suggested  was  not  appointed. 

However  anxious  the  magistrates  and  council  may  have  been  to 
conciliate  the  good  will  of  those  who  were  most  adverse  to  their  mea- 
sures, so  as  to  extricate  the  affairs  of  the  corporation  from  their  present 
embarrassment,  and  to  restore  the  credit  of  the  treasury,  it  was  ma- 
nifest that  a  political  animosity  divided  them,  and  that  they  had 
little  prospect  of  regaining  that  confidence  which  had  been  lost,  or 
of  accomplishing  the  object  in  view.  Indeed,  at  no  time  are  feeble 
and  temporising  measures  of  those  who  are  in  power,  when  united 
with  rising  demands  upon  the  people,  likely  to  contribute  to  any 
good  purpose  ;  and  when  those  assemble  to  deliberate,  in  a  situation 
where  they  might  be  expected  to  act,  the  result  will  always  be  unfa- 
vourable. 

On  the  ISth  of  September,  the  burgesses  again  assembled,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  adjournment,  and  took  under  their  consideration  the 
statement  of  the  dean  of  guild,  and  the  address  of  the  magistrates 
and  council.  Being  fully  aware  of  the  principles  on  which  it  pro- 
ceeded, they  adopted  resolutions,  expressing  their  decided  Opinion 
against  the  scheme  which  had  been  proposed.  In  these  they  ob- 
served, **  that,  although  the  statement  and  address  might  afterwards 
require  animadversion,  yet,  at  present,  a  detailed  answer  to  it  was  in- 
expedient. They  also  remarked,  '*  that,  while  it  neither  defended, 
nor  offered  any  satisfactory  apology  for  the  prosecution  of  measures 
which  were  unjustifiable,  and  highly  reprehensible,  it  attempted  to 
put  a  gloss  on  the  conduct  of  the  magistrates  and  council,  and  to 
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AD.  1817.  draw  an  inference  from  the  spirit  of  the  new  street  act,  in  a  manner 
and  by  a  species  of  reasoning,  which,  so  far  from  convincing,  con- 
veyed an  insult  to  the  miderstanding  of  those  to  whom  it  was  ad- 
dressed. That  no  apology  could  be  well  offered  in  justification  of 
the  conduct  of  those,  who,  under  concealment,  had  contracted 
L.230,000  of  debt.  That,  although  they  were,  many  years  ago, 
aware,  that  their  income  was  inadequate  to  the  payment  of  the  in- 
terest of  this  debt,  yet  they  had  continued  to  add  to  it,  by  borrowing 
money  to  pay  an  accumulation  of  interest  to  the  amount  of  L.57,000, 
without  the  prospect  or  possibility  of  their  being  ever  in  a  situation 
to  pay  the  principal.  That  the  burgesses  have  invariably  entertained, 
and  uniformly  expressed,  but  one  sentiment  with  regard  to  the  im- 
propriety of  this  debt  being  contracted,  by  persons  who  did  not  re- 
present the  community,  without  the  knowledge  or  consent  of  the  ci- 
tizens. That  the  money  had  been  applied  to  the  prosecution  of 
measures,  over  which  there  was  no  controul ;  and,  therefore,  that  the 
citizens  were  not  responsible  for  any  part  of  it :  nor  did  the  act  for 
the  new  streets  confer  any  authority  upon  the  treasurer  of  Aberdeen 
to  interpose  his  credit,  on  behalf  of  the  trustees,  so  as  to  subject  the 
community. 

"  That,  in  reference  to  the  proposal  of  the  magistrates  and  coun- 
cil for  an  alteration  of  the  set  of  the  borough,  the  meeting  are  im- 
pressed  with  a  firm  persuasion,  that,  by  divesting  themselves  of  the 
whole  patrimony  of  the  commimity,  and  transferring  it  to  trustees, 
they  had  incapacitated  themselves  from  performing  the  duties  in- 
cumbent on  them  by  their  charters.  That  they  had  virtually  and 
in  fact  disfranchised  the  borough ;  and  the  magistrates  and  coimdl 
having  now  no  power  to  grant,  nor  consequently  the  burgesses  any 
right  to  receive  from  them  an  alteration  in  the  set  of  the  borough,  it 
would  become  necessary  for  the  burgesses,  in  due  time,  to  apply  to 
the  king,  in  council,  for  such  a  change  in  it  as  would  alone  call 
forth  the  energies  of  the  citizens,  and  restore  public  confidence. 
That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  meeting,  this  could  be  effected  only  by 
granting  to  the  burgesses  of  guild,  and  the  incorporated  artificers,  the 
elective  franchise  of  the  town  council,  and  thereby  effectually  pre- 
venting the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  town  from  ever  falling 
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again  into  the  hands  of  particular  juntos.*    That  notice  having  un-  A.D.  1817. 
expectedly  appeared  in  the  newspaper,  that  a  bill  was  to  be  brought 

into 


*  Probablj  bj  this  they  had  in  Yiew  the  case  of  the  borongh  of  Montrose^  which  had  been  re« 
taoAj  di8<r«i)du9ed>  and  hai^  about  dus  tine«  obtained  from  the  crown  a  new  set,  or  coQstitutiQn, 
on  account  of  the  following  circumstance  ;-«On  the  7th  June^  lElTi  the  borough  of  Montroee  wa> 
disfranchised,  by  a  judgment  of  the  court  of  session,  which  found  that  the  election  for  Micbaehnaa, 
1 816,  having  been  conducted  by  balloting  for  each  member,  seriatim,  in  place  of  the  former  practice 
of  marking  the  Tote  by  soores^  was  illegal^  and,  therefiMre,  reduced  and  set  it  aside. 

The  burgesses,  trades,  householders,  and  other  inhabitants,  applied,  by  petition,  to  his  Royal 
Highness  the  Prince  Regent,  beseeching  an  alteration  and  amendment  of  the  former  set  or  constitu- 
tion of  the  beroogh.  This  petition  having  been  relerred  to  the  consideration  of  his  Majesty's  Attor* 
uej^Geneml,  the  Lord  Adwicate  ef  Sootbad,  and  his  M^eety's  SoUdtor-General,  and  aho  to  t 
committee  of  the  Lords  of  the  Privy  Council,  who  anade  their  report  thereupon ;  the  Prince  Regent 
in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  o£  his  Majesty,  and  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  privy  council,  was 
pleased  to  issue  an  act  and  warrant  for  a  poll  election ;  and  audiorised  attd  commanded  the  guild 
brethren^  members  of  the  ineoKpenitad  trades*  and  iohidliitnnt^*  burgeaaes,  who  icsidad  is  the  saiii 
borough  at  and  previous  tm  Michaelroan,  1816,  to  aasemble  themselves  at  the  towo4uU,  at  ten 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  upon  Monday  th^  ISth  day  of  October  next,  and  then  and  there  to  elect 
fit  persons,  not  exceeding  nineteen  in  number,  properly  qualified,  in  terms  of  the  set  and  usage  of 
the  borough,  to  be  magistrates  and  town  counsellors ;  the  election  to  be  made  in  manner  specified 
in  the  act  "  And,  for  the  better  order  and  good  government  of  the  said  borough,  in  time  to 
come,  his  Royal  Highness  is  further  pleased.  In  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Majesty,  and 
by  and  with  the  advice  «f  bm  Mi^eely's  privy  oouncil^  to  altnr  the  former  se^  or  eonstittttion,  of 
the  Bsid  boroii^ ;  and  to  order  and  direot  diat  the  said  aBt»  or  ooMtitution,  shaU,  in  aU  tuoae  com* 
ing»  be  as  fottowt.  Hud  the  town  council  shall,  as  fonaerly,  consist  of  ninafteen  persons^  including:, 
in  the  said  number^  the  provoa^  thvee  baillie^  the  dean  of  guilds  treasurer^  and  the  master  of  the 
hospitalf-^^  which  niMteen,  fifteoi  shall  be  residcitt  guild  b«ethren»  and  four  shall  be  resident 
tauftsme^,  ineluding  the  deacon  cenvenear,  Semt  the  tunew  Thai^  at  the  election  to  be  made  at  the 
IfichaehBaa  next  ensuing  the  said  poQ  ekctioii^  and  at  aU  fiititre  deedens^  Uie  six  eldest  counseUorf 
fiwr  the  time^  firons  the  gnildry,  who  have  not  served  in  any  af  the  offices  afteaMnenftioned^  fir  the 
jeer  pvecedii^ ;  and  the  whole  fi>ur  oounsdUora  from  the  cmftnnen,  shall  go  out  but  shall,  neveiN* 
tbeleai^  be  ra-^digibl^  if  their  respective  coiMtitiienta  ahall  think  fit  That,  npcm  the  Monday  of 
ik»  week  innediale]^  preoadii^  Michaelmas,  in  eadi  year,  the  nM^gisfcratea  and  comroI  shall  meet 
and  dedare  the  nanea  of  the  six  guild  counsdhars,  who  go  out  in  rotation;  and  also  what  vacsndes 
have  arisen  durii^  the  pieceding  year,  by  death,  non^acoepftanoe,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  in  die 
number  of  guild  counsellors.  That,  on  the  following  day,  being  Tuesday,  the  guildry  incorpora- 
tion shall  assemble  at  their  ordinary  place  of  meeting,  and  shall  first  elect  their  dean  of  guilds  and 
aix  membera  of  the  guildry,  aa  his  council  for  the  ensuing  year ;  and  the  person  so  chosen  as  dean 
of  guild  shall,  in  virtue  of  his  office,  be  a  magistrate  and  counsellor  of  the  borough;  and  tlie  said  in- 
corporation niaU  then  proceed  to  fill  up  the  vacanciea  in  the  number  o£  mercha/it  counsellors,  occa^ 
sioned  by  rotation,  non-acceptance,  resignation,  death,  or  otherwise,  during  the  preceding  year. 
That  t]ie  seven  incorporated  trades  of  Montrose  shall  also  assemble  together  in  one  place,  on.  the 
aaid  Tuesday,  and  shall  first  elect  their  deacon  convener,  who  shall,  in  virtue  of  his  office,  be  a 
counsellor,  to  represent  the  trades,  and  they  shall  then  proceed  to  elect  other  three  ia  the  room  of 
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A.D.  1817.  into  parliament  next  session,  for  imposing  a  hejivy  assessment  on  the 
trade  and  heritage  of  the  town,  and  within  its  liberties,  the  meeting 
determined  to  oppose  it  by  such  legal  ways  and  means  as  were  in 
their  power." 

These  resolutions  having  passed,  without  much  opposition,  a 
committee  of  twenty  burgesses  was  chosen,  for  the  purpose  of  carry- 
ing the  essential  parts  of  them  into  effect,  for  attending  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  community  in  the  present  crisis,  and  for  concerting 
measures  necessary  to  be  adopted  in  the  affairs  committed  to  their 
charge.* 

The  day  of  the  annual  election  of  new  counsellors,  for  the  ensu« 
ing  year,  now  approaching,  the  magistrates  and  other  members  of  the 
town  council,  to  the  number  of  seventeen,  thought  it  proper  to 
adopt  another  expedient,  with  a  view  to  conciliate  matters  with  their 
fellow  citizens,  in  the  present  situation  of  public  affairs.  On  the  20th 
of  September,  being  the  day  of  the  ordinary  head  court,  previous  to 
the  election,  they  published  an  act,  or  declaration,  in  which  they  ex- 
pressed 


those  who  retire  from  office ;  and  that  two  of  the  four  trades  comuellorSy  so  to  be  elected,  may  h6 
guild  brethren,  being  always  operative  craftsmen,  and  the  persons  electing  them  shaU  have  no  vote 
in  the  guild,  in  the  same  election ;  but  the  other  two  trades  counsellors  shall  be  operative  craftsmen 
and  burgesses  only.  That  the  council  shall  meet  on  the  Wednesday  immediately  preceding  Mi« 
diaelmas,  unless  Michaelmas  day  shall  happen  to  be  upon  Wednesday,  in  which  case  they  shall 
meet  on  Michaelmas  day,  and  conclude  the  annual  election  for  the  ensuing  year,  by  continuing  the 
€x  officiis  members,  electing  the  two  members  of  council  who  do  not  go  out  by  rotation,  and  receiy- 
ing  the  new  members  from  the  guildry  and  trades ;  and,  after  such  election,  and  receiving  the  new 
counsellors,  the  members,  both  of  the  old  and  new  council,  shall,  according  to  the  former  set  of  the 
borough,  choose  a  provost,  three  baillies,  a  treasurer,  and  hospital  master ;  that  the  provost,  baiUies^ 
treasurer,  and  hospital  master,  shall  not  be  continued  in  their  offices  longer  than  two  years  together, 
but  they,  with  the  dean  of  guild,  shall  remain,  tx  qffioUs,  members  of  the  council,  for  the  year  im« 
mediately  following  that  in  which  they  shall  have  served  in  these  offices  respectively." 

*  At  this  meeting  about  500  attended,  and  the  following  gentlemen  were  voted  as  members  of 
this  committee : — 

Messrs.  Robert  Abercrombie        Messrs.  James  Forbes  Messrs.  George  M'Eenzie 

Alex.  Bannerman  John  Forbes                                James  Mellis 

Charles  Bannerman  William  Forbes  of  Echt             David  Milne 

John  Booth  James  Gordon                            John  Rae 

Alex.  Dingwall  James  Harthill                            Alex.  Rhind 

John  Ewen  Robert  Harvey                          George  Still 

Alex.  Forbes  George  Innes 
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pressed  their  sincere  and  unqualified  regret,  that  their  endeavours  a.d.  1817. 
to  lighten  and  remove  the  public  burdens  had  failed  of  that  success- 
ful result  which  they  had  so  earnestly  desired,  and  that  they  were 
compelled  to  leave  the  affairs  of  the  borough  in  a  state  of  embarrass- 
ment, which,  as  it  had  been  a  source  of  much  vexation  and  distress 
to  themselves,  could  not  fail  to  be  attended  with  considerable  diffi- 
culty to  those  who  might  be  destined  to  succeed  them.  They  re- 
marked, that,  in  their  efforts  to  restore  public  confidence,  their  mo- 
tives had  been  misconstrued  and  perverted ;  and  their  proposals  and 
plans  had  been  received  with  a  degree  of  prejudice  and  distrust. 
They  again  expressed  their  decided  opinion,  that  the  present  mode 
of  electing  the  town  council,  and  conducting  the  management  of  the 
public  affairs,  is  radically  defective  and  improvident;  that  some 
change  in  it  ought  to  be  effected,  and  a  controul  given  to  the  citi- 
zens over  the  expenditure  of  the  public  funds.* 

S  B  Thi& 


*  '^  Council  Chamber,  Aberdeen,  Sept  19^  1817. 
**  Looking  to  the  present  calamitous  situation  of  the  borough  of  Aberdeen,  the  members  of  the 
town  council,  who  have  affixed  their  signatures  to  this  paper,  cannot  allow  themselves  to  retire  from 
office,  without  expressing  their  sincere  and  unqualified  regret,  that  their  endeavours  to  lighten  and 
remove  the  public  burdens  have  failed  of  that  successful  result,  which  they  so  earnestly  desired ; 
and  that  they  are  compelled  to  leave  the  affiurs  of  the  borough  in  a  state  of  embarrassment,  which, 
as  it  has  been  a  source  of  much  vexation  and  distress  to  themselves,  must  still  prove  one  of  consider- 
able  difficulty  to  those  who  may  be  destined  to  succeed  them,  unless  immediate  steps  are  taken  ta 
redeem  the  credit  of  the  corporation.  In  justice  to  themselves,  however,  they  are  desirous  to  place 
upon  record  their  sentiments  and  opinions,  in  reference  to  some  of  the  various  topics  arising  out  of 
the  embarrassments  of  the  city  treasury. 

''  This  has  become  the  more  necessary,  from  their  having  discovered,  that,  in  their  effi>rts  for  the 
restoration  of  public  confidence,  their  motives  have  been  misconstrued  and  perverted,  and  their  pro- 
posals and  plans  received  with  a  degree  of  prejudice  and  distrust,  which,  they  will  be  bold  -enough  to 
«ay,  their  personal  and  private  characters  are  sufficient  to  invalidate  and  disprove.  Be  this  as  it  may, 
they  are  aware,  that  the  sincerity  of  their  intentions  can  be  known  but  by  few,  and  may  be  doubted 
of  by  many;  and,  therefore,  they  here  reiterate  their  decided  opinion,  that  the  present  jmode  of  elec- 
tion  of  the  town  council,  and  management  of  the  town's  affidrs,  are  radically  defective  and  improvi<« 
dent,  tending  to  give  to  any  individual  or  party,  who  may  be  so  inclined,  an  excessive  and  unnatural 
preponderance ;  and  to  foster  and  encourage  a  concealment,  under  which  the  most  upright  magis- 
trate, with  the  best  intentions,  may  not  be  able  to  aequire  that  thorough  knowledge  of  the  situatioa 
of  the  borough,  which  is  requisite  for  the  due  administration  of  its  afiairs.  The  subscribers  are> 
therefore,  of  opinion,  that  some  change  ought  to  be  effected  in  the  manner  of  electing  the  council^ 
and  an  effectual  controul  given  to  the  citizens  over  the  expenditure  of  the  town's  office-bearers. 

^'  The  extent  of  this  change  it  is  not  for  them  to  determine ;  they  would  only,  at  this  time,  urge 
the  necessity  of  it.    In  the^  histoiy  of  every  well  reguhfted  government;  they  recogniae  the  happy 
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A.D.  1817.  This  declaration,  however  well  intended  it  may  have  been,  was 
but  ill  calculated  to  regain  the  confidence  of  the  citizens.  It  was 
considered  by  many  as  inexpedient  and  imprudent.  It  was  unre« 
quired ;  and,  in  the  present  situation  of  public  affairs^  could  answer 
no  good  purpose;  but  rather  tended  to  foster  the  political  ani- 
mosity which  still  subsisted,  and  to  intimidate  those  whom  they 
had  in  view  as  their  successors  from  accepting  offices  in  the  ma- 
gistracy. Indeed,  the  result  of  the  subsequent  election  evinced  this 
to  have  been  the  case ;  for,  of  nineteen  counsellors  who  were 
chosen  on  the  24th  of  September,  thirteen  positively  refused  to 
accept ;  six  cmly  thought  it  proper  to  enter  upon  their  administra- 
tion, four  of  whom  were  members  of  the  old  council.  In  this  state 
of  public  affairs,  there  is,  at  the  present  time,  a  manifest  defect  in  the 
executive  government  of  the  town. 

Under  these  peculiar  circumstances,  the  three  baiUies,  the  master 
of  shore  works,  and  two  counsellors,  who  accepted,  entertaining  a 
doubt  of  the  powers  and  authority  which  had  been  conferred  upon 
them,  were  advised  to  present  a  memorial  and  submission  to  the  king 

in 


effects  of  those  salutary  ehecks^  which  can  alone  restrain  public  officers  in  the  execution  ofdieur  du- 
ties«  whether  holding  political  or  local  jurisdiction;  and  to  the  absence  of  such  checks^  in  the  consti* 
tution  of  this  borough,  do  the  subscribuig  members  of  the  town  council  ascribe  the  heavy  calamitj 
which  has  befallen  it  To  the  system  solely  is  it  owing ;  fbr^  with  reprd  to  the  individuals  wha 
have  preceded  them  in  the  administration  of  that  sjst&a,  they  must  aver,  that  diey  believe  their 
hands  to  be  clean,  as  their  motives  have  been  pure  and  disinterested*  With  these  sentiments  the  sub- 
scribers have  long  been  impressed,  and  the  experience  of  the  last  few  months  has  too  fiitally  con- 
firmed their  truth  and  justice.  The  time  approaches  when  they  are  to  retire  fiom  thm  bmurd,  and 
they,  therefore,  feel,  that  they  have  but  one  other  duty  to  perform^  and  that  is,  eamtstfy  to  iecora<- 
mend  to  their  successors  in  office  to  direct  dieir  earliest  attention  tea  renovation  of  the  system  of  go* 
vermnent  of  this  borough,  in  all  its  various  bearings  ;  satisfied  that,  if  sm^  a  sotutary  and  satfsftctory 
change  shall  be  effected  tiitrein  as  is  indispensable  to  Ae  restoration  of  pubHc  confidence,  there  w3 
.not  be  wanting,  among  die  public-spirited  inhabitants  of  this  dty,  a  disposition  to^  gehand  m  band 
widi  its  municipal  rulers,  (whoever  tfcey  may  be)  in  canyii^  «  Bon  Accord*  Arough  aB  its  fift- 
culties."*  * 

(Signed)        Alex.  Fraser  Charles  Hadcal  R  TayW  D.  CUMim 

Alex.  Duntan         Wm.  Bead  Akx.  ainpsM      Ja.  Cantly 

Alex.  Brawn  Gavin  Hadden  Gea  ItMnnson       Bobt.  WaUuf 

JtenesMikie  Ja.  Hadcfea  AksK-Gakn  U.Gerdna 

Wm.  LumsdMi 

•  On  th«  95d  of  SeptanlMr,  aaotfaer  MatSBMnt  warn  puUiibedby  tbrnm^jhtrnm  and  conoeilsxpkMfeffy  of  Ak  tel»> 
i«tioD,.aDdrecordtdintheCoiui«aB^|iai«;    A  oOpj  of  this  paper  witt  bt  Ibaad  ia  tha  An«iidi%  Nb*  ll« 
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in  council,  narrating  the  embarrassing  situation  in  which  they  were  A.D.  isir. 
placed  by  the  non-acceptance  of  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  council, 
and  praying  his  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  privy  council^ 
to  interpose  such  remedy  as  to  his  wisdom  might  seem  fit.  But,  in 
the  present  situation  of  matters,  it  may  be  doubted  how  far  the  crown 
will  interfere.  In  arbitrary  times,  previous  to  the  revolution,  the 
crown  did  not  hesitate  to  interfere  in  such  cases,  and  often  ap* 
pointed,  on  an  emeigency,  or  at  pleasure,  hiagistrates  and  counsel* 
lors ;  but  this  was  one  of  the  grievances  of  which  the  people  had  so 
much  cause  to  complain  at  that  eventful  period.  Since  the  revolu- 
tion, we  believe  no  instance  has  occurred  of  the  sovereign  exercising 
his  authority  in  an  election,  or  altering  the  constitution  of  a  royal 
borough,  unless  where  it  had  been  deprived  of  legitimate  magistrates 
ai^d  counsellors,  by  reason  of  the  disorders  of  the  country  during 
the  rebellions  in  the  years  1715  and  1745,  or  disfranchised  by  the 
supreme  court,  in  consequence  of  some  malversation  in  the  admi« 
nistrators. 

Meanwhile,  a  complaint,  in  name  of  two  burgesses,  and  of  several 
members  of  the  incorporations,  has  been  preferred  to  the  court  of 
session,  for  setting  aside  the  election  of  the  magistrates  and  counsel- 
lors who  were  appointed  at  Michaelmas  last,  on  the  ground  of  certain 
irregularities  having  taken  place  on  that  occasion.  At  the  same  time, 
the  burgesses  have  preferred,  to  ihe  same  court,  a  petition,  stating 
the  occurrences  that  have  recently  happened,  and  the  manifest  de* 
feet  in  the  administration  of  the  town,  and  prayed  the  court  to  ex- 
ercise its  authority  in  the  appointment  of  proper  persons,  ad  intsrim^ 
to  discharge  the  functions  of  magistrates  and  of  counsellors  of  the 
borough.  These  questions  will,  therefore,  now  fall  to  be  determined 
by  the  court,  ex  nobili  offido.^ 

3  B  2  In 


^  Amidst  these  domestic  dissensions^  the  minds  of  all  ranks  of  the  people  hare  been  greatly  af< 
ilicted  by  the  premature  and  lamented  death  of  her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  Charlotte  Augusta, 
the  only  child  of  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent,  and  consort  of  his  Serene  Highness  the 
Prince  Leopold  of  Saxe-Cobourg^  after  having  given  birth  to  a  still-bom  male  child.  This  melan« 
cboly  event,  for  some  time,  spread  among  the  citizens  an  uncommon  sensation  of  sorrow ;  and,  being 
conridered  as  a  severe  calainity  to-  the  hereditary  monarchy  of  Britain,  could  not  be  contemplated 
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A*D.  1818.  In  the  beginning  of  this  year,  the  important  questions  between  the 
burgesses  and  others,  and  those  who  had  been  called  as  parties  in  their 
several  actions,  came  to  be  agitated  before  the  second  division  of  the 
court  of  session ;  and  the  causes  were  ably  and  keenly  argued  on  both 
sides.  In  the  petition  and  complaint  for  annulling  the  election,  the 
complainers  pleaded,  that  the  six  persons  who  pretended  to  describe 
themselves,  some  as  magistrates,  and  others  as  counsellors,  had  no 
right  whatever  to  assume  these  characters ;  that,  by  the  non-accep- 
tance of  the  other  thirteen,  the  members  of  council  had  been  re- 
duced below  the  number  necessary  for  constituting  a  quorum,  and 
that,  therefore,  the  election  was  null  and  void.  Independent  of  this 
objection,  they  stated,  1st.  That  the  gentleman  who  had  been  chosen 
provost  was  not  qualified  for  the  office,  being  an  honorary  burgess 
only,  and  not  an  actual  indweller,  carrying  on  trade  and  traffic  within 
the  town.  2d.  That,  although  it  is  provided  by  the  set  of  the  bo- 
rough that  the  meeting  of  the  old  and  new  councils,  for  the  purpose 
of  electing  the  magistrates  and  office  bearers,  shall  consist  of  forty 
persons  ;  and  that,  if  any  of  the  proper  members  shall  be  absent  on 
that  occasion,^  an  equal  number  of  qualified  persons  shall  be  se- 
lected and  chosen  to  vote  in  their  places,  under  the  denomination  of 
assistants,  yet  that  William  Rae,  one  of  these  assistants  at  the  late 
election,  was  not  a  burgess.  For  these  reasons,  the  complainants 
prayed  that  the  election  might  be  annulled.  On  the  part  of  the  re- 
spondents, it  was  maintained,  that  the  person  who  had  been  chosen 

provost. 


Ifritbout  feelings  of  deep  concern.  She  died  on  the  6th  of  November,  in  the  22d  year  of  her  agej 
having  been  bom  on  the  7th  of  January^  1796,  and  married  on  the  2d  of  May,  1816.  Her  body 
was  entombed,  with  the  greatest  marks  of  solemnity,  in  the  royal  cemetery^  at  Windsor,  on  the  19th 
of  November.  This  day  being  observed  in  Aberdeen  as  a  solemn  fast,  all  public  business  was  sus^- 
pended ;  the  churches  and  chapels  were  hung  with  black,  and  open  for  divine  service  both  morning 
and  evening.  Deep  mourning  was  ahnost  universally  worn  by  all  ranks  of  the  citizens,  who,  by 
every  exterior  symptom,  testified  the  sincerity  of  their  grief  on  the  melancholy  occasion.  The  ships 
in  the  harbour  displayed  their  flags  half  mast  high,  and  the  bells  were  tolled,  at  intervals,  during 
the  course  of  the  day. 

As  this  is  the  chronological  order  in  which  this  calamitous  event  occiirredj^  and  as  we  could  not, 
without  injustice  to  the  citizens  of  Aberdeen,  totally  omit  to  notice  their  expressions  of  loyalty^^ 
which  were  not  inferior  to  those  of  any  other  part  of  the  kingdom,  we  thought  it  expedient  to  men* 
tion  the  circumstance  in  the  form  of  a  note,  rather  than  break  the  connexion  of  our  narrative  bj 
mentioning  it  in  the  text 
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provost,  although  he  had  not  accepted,  was  eligible,  as  being  an  ho-  A.D.  i8ir 
norary  burgess.  In  support  of  this  plea,  they  adduced  an  instance 
where  one,  in  a  similar  situation,  had  filled  the  oflBce  of  provost,  for 
several  years,  without  challenge ;  and,  with  regard  to  the  objection  to 
Bae's  vote,  they  contended,  that  it  was  not  necessary,  by  the  terms  of 
the  set  of  the  borough,  that  the  assistants  at  the  election  should  be 
qualified  as  burgesses. 

On  the  10th  of  March,  the  court  proceeded  to  determine  this  im- 
portant case,  which  was  taken  up  solely  on  the  ground  of  the  last  ob- 
jection. The  judges  were  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  Rae,  not 
being  a  burgess,  was  disqualified  from  voting ;  and  that^  by  such  dis- 
qualification, there  was  a  defect  in  the  number  of  forty  votes,  requi- 
site to  constitute  the  meeting.  The  objection  was  accordingly  sus- 
tained^ and  the  election  annulled  as  illegaL*  On  the  subsequent 
day,  the  court,  upon  the  petition  of  the  burgesses,  nominated  and  ap^ 
pointed  the  three  baiUies  who  had  been  elected  and  accepted,  to  of- 
ficiate in  that  character,  ad  interim^  for  the  special  purpose  of  receiving 
resignations,  or  giving  seizins  in  any  lands  held  burgage.  They  also 
Appointed  six  other  burgesses,  f  to  take  charge,  in  the  meantime,  of 

the 


*  EoiNBuaGH^  March  10^  1818. 
The  Lords  having  advued  this  petition  and  complaint,  with  answers  thereto^  replies  and  duplies. 
In  respect  that  William  Rae,  not  being  a  burgess  of  Aberdeen,  was  ineligible  to  vote  in  the  election, 
instead  of  one  of  the  guild  brethren,  absent  from  the  same,  and  that  thereby  there  was  a  defect  in 
the  number  of  forty  votes,  required  to  be  present  thereat :  Find,  that  the  whole  proceedings  of  the 
said  Meetings  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  September  last  were  illegal ;  and  that  the"  election,  pre« 
tended  to  have  been  then  made,  of  Counsellors,  Magistrates,  and  Office  bearers  of  the  city  of  Aber- 
deen, was  111^^,  void,  and  null,  to  all  intents  and  purposes ;  and  reduce  and  set  a^ide  the  same  ac- 
cordingly, and  decern :  Find  it  unnecessary  to  decide  on  any  of  the  other  objections  proposed :  Find 
expences  due,  and  remit  to  the  auditor  to  report  on  the  account  thereof,  when  lodged :  Supersede 
extract  till  the  first  box  day  in  the  ensuing  vacation,  and,  in  case  a  petition  shall  be  then  given  in, 
supersede  extract  till  the  petition  shall  be  disposed  of  by  the  court ;  but  in  case  no  petition  shall  be 
^ven  in  on  the  first  box  day  in  the  vacation,  then  allow  an  interim  decree  to  be  extracted,  and  to 
go  out  quoad  the  merits  of  the  cause. 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  MILLER,  J.P.D. 

^  Edinbuboh,  March  11,  1818. 

The  Lords  having  considered  the  said  petition,  with  answers  thereto,  replies  and  duplies,  and  the 

practice  of  the  court  on  similar  occasions,  with  the  judgment  reducing  and  setting  aside  the  election 

of  Counsellors,  Magistrates,  and  Office  bearers,  of  the  city  of  Aberdeen ;  they  nominate  and  appoint 

Robert  Garden,  David  Chalmers,  and  James  Mibe,  Esqrs.  andj  failing  their  acceptance,  Alex.  Dun- 
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A.D.  1818.  the  fundciy  or  patrimonial  interest  of  the  city,  and  of  the  other  funds 
under  the  mani^^ement  of  the  ordinary  office  hearers  of  the  town. 

In  concluding  this  narrative,  we  are  perfectly  aware  that  we  have 
subjected  ourselves  to  the  imputation  of  blame,  by  having  expatiated 
too  much  on  topics  which  are  ephemeral,  and,  perhaps,  may  be  re- 
garded as  uninteresting  to  many  readers ;  and  by  having  introduced 
matters,  respecting  which  there  has  been,  and  still  is,  a  contrariety 
of  opinions.  The  only  apology  that  can  be  offered,  is,  that  while  we 
were  engaged  in  preparing  this  branch  o£  our  work,  there  occurred,  in 
the  town,  many  events  and  circumstances  of  a  momentous  nature, 
which  could  not,  in  justice  to  our  narrative,  be  entirely  omitted. 
These  necessarily  led  us  to  take  a  retrospective  view  of  several  past 
occurrences ;  because  these  occurrences  had,  in  some  measure,  pre- 
pared the  way  for  some  of  the  transactions  of  the  present  period, 
and  are  so  intimately  connected  with  them,  that,  without  some  at- 
tention to  the  former,  the  latter  could  not  be  correctly  understood. 

If  the  political  affairs  of  the  corporation  are  finally  settled  before 
this  work  is  published,  we  shall  add  some  additional  account  in  an 
Appendix. 

F(^  FobinUers,  MUcdlanemu  ArHela,  Fiars  cfihe  County,  vide  Appendix* 

ANNALS 


«ui  and  Charles  Walkav  Eaqra.  to  be  Baillies  of  the  aaid  dly,  ad  intermix  until  the  magistracy  may 
be  fettorec^  and  that  for  the  special  purpose  of  reoeiviug  resignationfl^  or  giving  sasine  in  any  lands 
held  buigiige;  also;,  appoint  Robert  Abercvombi^  Esq.  merdiant  in  Aberdeen^  to  take  charge,  in 
the  meantime,  of  the  fiinds  or  patrimonial  interest  of  the  dty,  in  the  same  way  aa  was,  befiore  the 
said  electioo,  ccmqwtent  to  the  Treasurer  thereof,  he  finding  cautien,  before  extract,  for  his  intro- 
mission with  the  funds ;  also  appoint  Alexander  Diqgwall,  Esq.  ad  interim.  Master  of  Kirk  and 
Bridge  Works ;  John  Forbes,  Esq.  ad  interim.  Master  of  Mortificatiotts ;  Alexander  Forbes;  Esq.  ad 
kiterin^  Master  of  Guild  Brethren's  Hospital ;  and  William  Johnston,  Esq.  and,  Ming  his  accept 
tance,  Alexander  Rhind,  Esq.  ad  interim.  Master  of  Shore  Worics;  they  severally  finding  caotioi^ 
befbieextraGt,fivtheirintrom]ssions,in  virtue  of  said  appointment;  and,  lastly,  appoint  Alexander 
Bannennan,  Esq.  ad  interim.  Dean  of  Guild  of  the  said  dty ;  superseding  extract  till  the  first  box 
day  in  the  ensuing  Tacation ;  and  also,  in  case  a  reclaiming  petition  shall  then  be  presented,  com* 
plaining  of  the  judgment  reducing  the  election,  superseding  extract  further  till  the  same  shaD  be 
disposed  of;  and  ordain  the  said  petition,  with  this  deliverance  thereon,  to  be  recorded  in  the  booka 
of  sederunt 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  MILLEB,  J.  P.  P. 
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BOOK  II. 

CHAPTEB  L 

Of  the  ancient  and  present  state  of  the  Town  of  Aberdeen^  Suhurls^ 
^. — Harbour^^'^nd  progressive  improvements — Aberdeenshire  Canal. 

jT HE  town  of  Aberdeen  ifii  placed  on  an  elevated  situation,  at  the 
south-east  extremity  of  that  division  of  the  county,  formerly  distin- 
guished by  the  name  of  Mar,  and  in  57  degrees  &  59.  of  north  lati- 
tude, and  of  longitude  2  d^recs  8.  0.  west  from  London.  It  is  dis* 
tant  about  a  mile  from  the  efflux  of  the  river  Dea  The  harbour  and 
quays  form  its  south  boundary,  and  the  Castlehill  its  termination 
upon  the  east.  The  ground  upon  which  the  older  parts  of  the  town 
have  been  built  is  very  irregular,  being  formed,  in  a  great  measure 
of  small  hills,  known  by  the  names  of  Castlehill,  Saint  Katharine's 
hilly  Schoolhill,  Woolmanhill,  and  Forthill.  In  the  course  of  ages,  the 
surface  of  the  ground  has  undergone  many  alterations,  which  have 
been  occasioned  chiefly  by  frequent  accidental  fires,  when  the  build- 
ings were  composed  of  wood,  and  other  combustible  materials ;  and 
particularly  by  the  conflagration  in  the  reign  of  King  David  II.  when 
the  town  was  set  on  fiie  and  con^tely  destroyed  by  the  English. 

In 
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In  rebuilding  houses  after  the  calamity  of  fire,  the  owners  seem 
to  have  made  no  great  exertion  in  clearing  away  the  ruins  and  rub- 
bish. By  the  accumulation  of  these,  in  the  progress  of  time,  many 
of  the  old  streets  have  been  raised  above  their  ancient  level,  and 
hollow  parts  have  been  filled  up.  These  circumstances  become  evi- 
dent at  the  present  time,  when  the  foundations  of  houses  are  digging 
in  many  parts  of  the  town. 

The  circumference  of  Aberdeen,  in  the  seventeenth  century,  wag 
calculated  to  be  only  21 41  double  paces.*  It  is  now  about  4500 
yards,  without  induing  Futtie,  or  any  part  of  Gilcomston. 

The  village  of  Futtie,  which  was  formerly  occupied  chiefly  by 
white-fishersjf  is  situated  betwixt  the  town  and  the  efiBux  of  the 
river  Dee,  and  forms  its  suburb  on  this  quarter.  On  the  west  side  of 
the  Gallowgate  there  was  formerly  a  considerable  sheet  of  water,  now 
much  confined,  and  distinguished  by  the  name  of  the  Loch,  which 
supplies  the  public  mills  with  water  for  driving  their  machinery. 

It  has  already  been  remarked,  that  King  James  V.  in  the  year 
1529,  had  granted  his  royal  licence  to  the  magistrates  to  fortify  the 
town  with  walls,  and  other  works  of  defence ;  but  it  does  not  appear, 
that  it  ever  had  been  encompjassed  by  a  wall  on  any  quarter  :  at  least, 
no  vestiges  of  any  such  are  now  remaining,  or  were  to  be  seen  within 
the  memory  of  man.  In  ancient  times,  when  the  disorders  of  the 
kingdom  required  that  the  citizens  should  confine  themselves  within 
the  gates  of  the  town,  and  adopt  measures  of  precaution  for  its 
safety,  the  avenues  or  vennels  leading  to  the  fields  were  generally 
built  up,  or  so  secured  as  to  prevent  any  sudden  entrance  of  an 
enemy.  This,  joined  with  the  contiguity  of  the  buildings,  and 
garden  walls,  answered  every  purpose  of  defence.    The  gates  of  the 

town, 


*  History  of  Aberdeen,  by  PhilopolUeus,  p.  212. 

t  In  the  year  1809,  two  courts  of  buildings  were  erected,  by  the  treasurer  of  Aberdeen,  for 
dwelling  houses  to  the  white  fishers,  on  the  north  side  of  the  new  pier,  where  they  now  reside. 
Six  fishing  boats,  besides  several  yawls,  are  employed,  in  fiivourable  weather,  for  taking  white  fish, 
chiefly  im  supplying  the  inhabitants  with  that  commodity;  and  occasionally  the  fishers  are  engaged 
as  pilots. 
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town,  leading  to  the  suburbs,  were  six  in  number,  substantially  built, 
and  secured  with  catbands  and  locks,  in  times  of  disorder  in  the 
country.     They  were  distinguished  by  the  name  of  ports. 

THE  GALLOWGATE  PORT 

Was  situated  near  the  extremity  of  the  street  known  by  that 
name,  and  on  the  south-west  corner  of  the  lane  which  leads  towards 
the  Porthill.  As  far  back  as  the  year  1518,  it  was  regarded  as  hav- 
ing pretensions  to  antiquity.  The  royal  arms,  which  were  placed 
over  it,  having  been  defaced  by  time,  were  ordered  to  be  renewed, 
and  the  fabric  itself  to  be  repaired,  the  expense  being  defrayed  by 
the  fines  and  forfeitures  of  the  courts  of  the  borough.* 

JUSTICE  PORT 

Was  constructed  in  the  year  1439,  on  the  north-east  corner  of  the 
Castlegate,  near  the  entry  to  the  Gardener's  lane  ;  and  the  expense, 
being  five  riierks,  was  defrayed  by  the  fine  of  admission  of  a  burgess 
of  guild.  In  the  year  1587,  it  underwent  considerable  alterations 
and  repairs,  under  the  directions  of  the  town  clerk,  and  the  expense, 
being  forty  merks,  was  paid  by  the  dean  of  guild,  f  This  fabric  was, 
in  ancient  times,  appropriated  to  the  exposure  of  the  heads  and  limbs 
of  malefactors,  who  had  sufiered  the  severest  punishment  of  the  law« 
Hence  it  obtained  the  name  by  which  it  was  distinguished. 

FUTTIE'S  POHT 

Stood  on  the  south-east  corner  of  the  Castlegate,  and  being  in  the 
line  of  the  ordinary  communication  with  the  suburbs,  called  Fut- 
tie,  was  known  by  that  name ;  but  when  it  was  erected  we  have  not 
been  informed. 

TRINITY,  OR  QTJAT-HEAD  PORT 

Was  erected  in  the  south  end  of  the  Shiprow,  within  a  few  yards 
of  the  Shorebrae,  and  was  removed  early  in  the  eighteenth  century. 

S  c  As 


*  Council  Register,  vol  z.  p.  140*  t  Ibid.  voL  iv.  p.  808.  voL  xzzii.  p.  £72. 
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As  It  led  to  tibe  Trinity  Friars'  place,  as  well  as  to  the  (pwy,  it  oiy- 
tained  these  names. 

NETHERKIRKGATE  PORT. 

When  this  structure  was  erected  cannot  be  discovered.  It  was 
situated  close  upon  the  entry  to  the  lane,  which  leads  from  the  street 
to  the  iiour-mill. 

Ti^PERKIRKGATE  PORT. 

This  aj^ears  lo  have  been  an  andent  st^ufture^  and  was  situated 
in  the  west  end  of  the  street,  about  ^sixty  y»fds  eastward  of  the  pre- 
sent Tannery-street.  Previous  to  the  year  1685,  a  gallery  had  been 
erected  over  it,  having  apartments  which  communicated  with  the  ad« 
joining  house,  on  the  north  side.  In  that  year,  Patrick  Davidson, 
the  proprietor  of  the  tenement,  obtained  permission  from  the  mfigis* 
trates  and  council  to  repair  the  gallery.  In  the  year  1798,  it  was  pur^ 
chased  by  the  treasurer,  in  consequence  of  an  act  pf  council,  at  L.140 
sterling  of  price ;  and  the  whole  structure  was  soon  afterwards  de- 
molished. ♦ 

About  ihe  year  1708,  when  th^  number  of  wheel  caridages  iiad 
considerably  increased,  the  gates  wer«  found  to  be  ^Ktaremely  incon* 
venient^  and  a  gre»t  obstruction  to  loadied  carriages.  An  act  of  council 
was,  therefore,  passed,  ordaining  all  the  ports  to  be  taken  down ;  in 
consequence  of  which  they  were,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  after- 
wards, removedt  as  being  altogether  wm?oessary,  wadt  ipdeedt  useless 
fabrics. 

The  keys  of  the  gates  were,  in  ancient  times,  represented  by  three 
small  silver  keys,  which  were  part  of  the  insignia  of  the  office  of  chief 
magistrate.  Accordingly,  at  the  annual  election,  they  were  delivered 
to  the  provost,  who  was  custodier  of  them  while  in  office ;  and  the 
ceremony  of  delivering  them  to  the  provost  elect,  is  observed  at  the 
present  day. 

In 


*  Council  Register,  yoL  zxxi.  p.  6lO.  p.  Izvi.  p.  246. 
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In  the  eoufse  of  l^e  tew  ^ears  tb«t  ha^e  elapsed  of  the  nineteenth 
century,,  the  town  ha»  undergone  many  important  alterations  and  im- 
provements. The  avenues  leading  to  it,  botli  from  the  south  and 
north,  were  formerly  narrow  and  indirect ;  the  public  streets,  in  ge- 
neral, were  very  incommodious  ;  and  the  town  itself  was  very  much 
confined,  having  no  proper  accommodation,  for  building  houses 
for  its  increasing  population;  To  remedy  these  inconveniences, 
two  new  streets,  from  the  south  and  north,  communicating  with  the 
Castle-street,  were  opened^  in  the  year  1801,  under*  the  authority  of 
an  act  of  parliament  which  we  have  already  had  occasion  to  men- 
tion. When  the  act  was  obtained,  and  sufficiency  of  ground  ac- 
quired, advertisements  were  published  by  the  magistrates,  desiring 
plans  to  be  given  in,  agreeably  to  which  buildings  might  be 
erectied,.  in  the  most  mgular  and  commodiomi  manner,-  in  the  line 
of  these  streets^  Several  plans  were  accordin^y  lodged;  and  that 
designed)  bj  liSar.  Hamilton^  architect  ini  Glasgow;*  was>  approved^  of, 
and  adopted.  A  spacious  street  was  formed,,  fmm  the  west  end  of 
the  Castlegate  to  the  extremity  of  the  town,  otii  lixat  side.  This 
street,  w(hich:is>  seventy  feet  in  breadth,,  opened  up  at  oncea  consi* 
derable  extent  of  building'  ground  for  enlat^ng  the  town.  In  the 
executAon:  of  tbis^  brandr  of  the*  undfertakinj^,-  mrniy  difficulties  oe- 
Guxred;.  which  it  became  necessary  to  obviate;  Saint  £athM*ine's  hill 
being,  in  the  line,  wes'  ^leedily  removed^  although  the  woiic-  was  at* 
tended' withioonsiderable  expense.  As  it  was  neoesmry  to  carry  the 
street  over  the  Dfenbum,. and  over  low  ground'  near  it^  at  a  hi^  eleva- 
tion;, aimagnificent  bridge,  l*^  consistin]^  of  an  arah.  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty  feet  span^.  and  fbrty^four  in  bveadtii,  was  constructed;  of  gra- 
nite, neatly  finished,  and^  ornamented  with^  a  cornice,  stone  parapet^ 
and*  balustrade,  of  highly  dressed^  granite ;  the  height  of  which,  from 
the  surface  of  the  ground  below,  is  fifty  feet.     The  street,  which  is 

3  c  2  called 


*'  Thebndi^e^  of  whidi  the  kes^stoiie  of  llie  aroh  was  driveB^  25th  Augmt^  IBOS,  is-vrhoLly 
bnilt  of  Aberdeen  gmke,  and  ftumiahes  an  additional  pioof  of  tbe  ezoeHency  of  this  seone,  and  of 
its  solidity  to  sustain  the  ixmnense  weight  and  pressure  of  an  arch  of  such  magnitude.  It  rises  only 
twenty-nine  feet  above  the  spring ;  the  stones  are  from  three  and  a  half  to  five  feet  deep,  and  the 
w^k  materials  are  calculated  at  two  thousand  tons.  There  are  three  blind  arches^  one  on  the  west 
endl;  and  other  two  on  the  east  of  the  great  arch^  for  raising  the  street  to  its  proper  heighth. 
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called  Union-street,  passes  over  Putachieside  and  Correction-wynd^ 
upon  stone  arches,  under  which  the  largest  carriages,  when  loaded, 
may  freely  pass. 

The  other  street,  which  is  sixty  feet  wide,  and  is  called  King- 
street,  was,  at  the  same  time,  opened  from  the  north  into  the  Castle- 
gate,  to  form  a  communication  with  the  coast  road,  which  passes  by 
Old  Aberdeen.  The  buildings  in  both  streets  being  constructed  con- 
formably  to  the  plan  which  had  been  adopted,  have  a  beautiful  ap-. 
pearance,  and  a  great  superiority  over  those  in  the  older  parts  of  the 
town.  Union-street  is  substantially  paved,  as  far  as  the  bridge,  with 
regular  coursed  granite  stones,  in  the  carriage  way;  and  on  each  side, 
the  foot  pavement,  ten  feet  broad,  is  of  dressed  granite. 

In  order  to  render  the  approaches  to  the  central  part  of  the 
town  free  and  commodious,  on  all  sides,  a  communication  was,  a  few 
years  afterwards,  made,  from  the  north,  to  Union-street,  by  St  Nicho- 
las-street, which  was  also  opened  by  the  magistrates.  These  im- 
provements, upon  the  whole,  have  contributed  not  only  to  the  em- 
beUishment  of  the  town,  but  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, many  of  whom  have  erected  handsome  and  spacious  houses  m 
the  lines  of  these  streets.  But,  however  impoortaht  theise  may  have 
been  to  the  town  and  community,  the  enormous  expense  attending 
the  undertaking  has  proved  fatal  to  the  treasury  of  Aberdeen.  By 
these  alterations  and  improvements  the  town  has,  in  a  manner, 
changed  its  local  situation,  and  expanded  in  almost  every  direction. 
It  has  spread  considerably  westward,  and  what  was  formerly  garden 
ground  and  corn  fields  is  now  occupied  as  sites  of  dwelling  houses. 
In  the  same  manner,  grounds  on  the  north  and  north-west  sides  have 
been  appropriated  to  streets^  and  areas  for  building  houses,  in  every 
direction. 

The  length  of  the  town,  from  east  to  west,  reckoning  from  the 
barrack,  on  the  Castlehill,  to  the  extremity  of  Union-placey  may  be 
about  1800  yards ;  and,  from  south  to  north,  in  a  straight  line,  from 
the  quay  to  the  extremity  of  Love-lane^  about  1600  yards.  But  in 
these  lines  there  are  many  pieces  of  ground,  on  which  no  houses 
have    been    erected ;    and,    in   all   probability,    many   years   will 

elapse 
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elapse  before  the  population  of  the  town  requires  all  these  grounds 
for  dwelling  houses. 

Aberdeen  is  divided  into  four  wards,  or  districts^  called  the  JSven^ 
Futtie^  Green^  and  Crooked  Quarters,  and,  in  former  times,  comprised 
the  whole  parish  of  Saint  Nicholasj  which  is  of  very  small  extent. 
Of  late  years,  the  town  has,  by  the  extended  improvements,  em- 
braced a  considerable  portion  of  the  parish  of  Old  Machar,  by  which 
it  is  surrounded  on  every  quarter,  except  on  the  east,  and  part  of  the 
south  side.  As  early  as  the  year  1595,  it  having  been  found  that  the 
population  of  the  town  had  greatly  increased,  it  was  resolved  by  the 
citizens,  in  a  head  com-t,  to  divide  it  into  two  parishes,  one  of  which 
was  to  be  formed  of  the  Even  and  Futtle  quarters,  and  the  other  of 
the  Green  and  Crooked  quarters;  that  there  should  be  four 
chiurches,  four  sessions,  and  four  congregations,*  with  four  clergy- 
men to  be  appointed  for  parochial  duty ;  but  this  plan  never  was 
carried  into  effect.  These  circumstances,  however,  tend  to  evince, 
that,  at  that  time,  the  town  was  in  a  much  more  flourishing  state, 
both  with  regard  to  population  and  otherwise,  than  at  any  subsequent 
period,  previous  to  the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms. 

The  buildings  of  the  town,  and  of  the  suburbs,  occupy  a  very 
small  portion  of  the  royalty  of  the  borough,  which  extends  nearly 
seven  miles,  in  a  north-west  direction,  and  embraces  a  considerable 
part  of  •the  parish  of  Old  Machar,  and  a  portion  of  the  adjoining 
parish  of  NewhiUs.  The  magistrates  exercise  their  jurisdiction  over 
the  whole  royalty,  as  well  as  over  the  town ;  the  properties  within  the 
boundaries  of  the  former  holding  either  burgage,  or  of  the  magis- 
trates and  council,  as  immediate  superiors  of  the  lands,  and  property 
comprehended  within  them.  These  boundaries  will  be  best  ex- 
plained by  an  instrument  of  perambulation  of  the  marches,  which 
are  occasionally  visited  by  the  magistrates,  and  some  of  the  younger 
burgesses,  as  recorded  in  the  council  register,  f 

The 


♦  Council  Register^  voL  zxxvi.  p.  380,  611. 

t  Extract  of  the  instniment^  taken,  on  the€th  of  August,  I698,  at  ridmg  the  marches  of  die 
freedom  lands  belonging  to  the  borough  of  Aberdeenj  comprehending^  within  its  circuity  the  lands 
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The  popullation  of  the  town,  and  that  of  the  royalty,  are  two  disi- 
tinct  objects  of  consideration.     Within  the  latter,,  it  may  be  sup- 

posed 


of  RubieelliW  and  Cruives^  the  forest  of  Stoeket^  and  all  the  other  freedom  lands  annexed  to  ike 
borough. 

**  The  magistrates  and*  councilI>  acoomfNaiied-by  certain  of  the  bretheren  of  guilds,  and  deaeons  of 
the  crafixnen  of  airt,  skillful  and  expert  in  the  town's  utter  merches^  confoim  as  they  have  been  used 
to  be  ridden  yaurly^.  past  memory  of  man^  being;  met  at  the  Woman-hill^  past,  and  perambulate  the 
utter  merches  and'  borders  of  the  common  lands  of  Aberdeen,  and  freedom  thereof,  distinguishing 
the  samefrom-  the  out^landi^  Lord's-lands^  Isdng  marched  oontigue  together;  and  fit«t'  began  and 
took  U^  their  &rst  maroh,  aa  the  samen  wafr  wont  to  be  taken  up  of  old,  at  an  march^stone  on  the 
south  side  of  the- Justice  Mylne  bum,  foment  the  nook  of  Coble's  Crofit,  oontigue  to  the  east  side  of 
the  King^s  gate,  called^  the  Wain  Gate,  on  the  south  side  of  the  new  bridge,  where  there  is  ane  great 
stone,  marked  with,  an  saoaer,  at  the  north-west  nook  of  the  houaea  lately  built  by  Feiriehill ;  and 
thereftaes  riding  in  the  I&rdgatic^  to  the  house,  called  the  HalQpennie  housej  where  there  b  an 
march-stone,  with  an  sauser,,  at  the  north-west,  side  of  the  said  house,  on- the  brink  of  the  bume; 
and  therefrae,  north-west,  to  the  houses  at  Cowperstown,  where  there  is  an  sausered  stone,  two  ells, 
er  thereby,  ftom  the  south-east  gavd  o^  the  westmost*  house ;  and  dierefrae,  aouth;  a  par  of  butts^ 
nAeicf  tihera  is  a.  stone  with  a  saus^^  in  an  dyhe  beionging.  to  the  hmdr  of  PittmickstjDwn ;  and 
tfaerefiae,. south* west,  or  thereb}^  to  Collielaw,.  where  there  ia-ane  great  stone  on  the^  east  s^  of 
eeveral  other  stones;  and  therefrae,  south  south-west,  or  thereby,  to  an  great  crajge  stone,,  wherein 
there  is  an  sauser  and  four  witter  bolls,  and' ane  came  beside- the  same;  diioye  the  landh:of  Rtttfarob 
Btown ;  and  therefrae  wast,  or  thereby,  to  Leslie's  fourd,  where  there,  is  a  ston,  on  the  east  aide  of 
the  fburd;  marked' with  ane  P'  for  propertie,  where  thwe  is  a  came ;  and  past  to  the  Cult  gate, 
qnhair,  at  the  eaci.end.of  the  fiedds  oi'  Pit;foddell%;tUcve  ia  an  st9n  with  a  saoseri.  sHd  therdfttts; 
heq^and^  the  said,  gate  wast,  or  thereby;,  quhair  there  is*  an  other  eard*fast  ston  .withan^came^  and 
keepand  inthe  said  gate  quhair. there  is  an  march-stone  anent  Banchne,  with  an  sauser;  and  keep« 
ing  in  the  said  gate,  where  tiiere  is  ane  great  long(  eard-fkst  stone,  with  ane  saasei^  anetxt  Ardo,  and 
fiae  that  to  the  dain  ot  Cults,. othcrwi^acaltedl tli&  MilUdam  of  PitfoddellSy  where  thferidi is  ati# 
march' stone^  with  an^sauserand  fcur.  witter  hoU»;.  and  therefrae  tO'thejiorth^neoko^^ 
of  Cults,  where.there  is  ane  great  stone,  with  four  witter  holes,  and  anesauser  ;  and  thesefrae,  to  the 
head  of  the  falds  of  Cults,  where  there  is  ane  high  march  stone,  with  an  sauser  on  the  top  thereof; 
and  therefraf,  south-west^  to  ane  great  ston  besid^L  Bella  Wellsy  with  three  Holes  on  ^Ue  syde,  and 
az^  sauser  on  thetope ;  and-  theitefraei  heepan.  the  Nether  WeUheade  southHwest,  or  tbeveby,  to  ane 
|rreat  stone  beneath  Craigiebo^,  in  the  east  syde  of  the  eastmoft  Grindli^  Bume, ,  marked- witb  ane 
sauser ;  and  on  the  west  syde  of  the  said  Gnndly  Burn  ane  otherstpne,  with  ane  sausejr ;  and  there* 
fraeiy  keepand  west  to  the  denof  Murthell,  quhair  there  is  ane  uther  sausered  stone;  witbane  came/ 
en  the  edge  of  the  road;  and  therefraeftoaamarclistmQ  at  tbe^headof  thed^of  MuftheUioatbe 
aeutb-west  side  of  the  myre  betwixt  the  lands  of  Murthell  and  Westfield ;  and  from  that  wast  to- 
wards the  Wedder  Craig,  quhair  there  is  an  other  merch  ston  upon  an  knowhead,  with  an  came; 
and  straight  to  the  Wedder  Craig,  quhair  is  an  other  ston  upon  an  other  knowhead,  marked  with  an 
aanser ;  and  from  that  to  the  Wedder  Craigs,  quhair  there  is  ane  great  eard-fkst  ston,  marked  with 
an  sauser ;  and  therefrae,  north- wast,  to  ane  nuurch  stone  at  Branie's  grave,  marked  with  an  sauser  ; 
and  ft«d  tha^  north-west,  or  thereby,  where  theve  is  angr^at  crai^  with  an  sauser  on  the  Bnmtliill; 
and  thevefriM  descendii^^  downtfae  said  BnuftthiU,  noitb,  or  tbev^ 
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posed  to  be  idbout  S&fiOO.    The  population  of  tiie  parii^  of  Saint 
Nicholas,  whigh  is  now  wholly  occupied  by  the  town,  was  in  tiie  year 

1755, 


the  Reisk  to  the  Rottenford,  betwixt  Brotherfield  and  !the  Laate,  and  frae  that  to  tha  Ringing  Stone, 
and  firom  that,  keeping  the  bum  to  Brediach  Foord,  betwixt  the  lands  of  Kinmundie  and  Rings* 
waUa ;  and  therefrae,  keepand  the  bunie  to  ane  stonie  foord,  betwixt  the  ImiB  of  Kinmundie,  be« 
longing  to  CraigmyU,  and  Tullodi,  belonging  to  Crabston ;  and  from  that,  beeping  the  bnn^^ 
where 'there  is  an  inarch  stone  in  the  east  syde  of  die  b«me,  marked  with  an  sanser,  forgainst  the 
room  of  Tulloch ;  and  from  that  to  the  Blackburn^  where  there  is  ane  march  stone  at  the  Inver, 
betwixt  the  Blackburn  and  the  Blindbum,  maiked  with  an  sanser,  fbrgainst  ane  Mtither  Swaill  on 
the  south  side  of  the  said  Biftckbvme,  and  against  tihe  said  Invor ;  and  aeoending  er  holdii^  vp  the 
aaid  Blinbum,  northpeas^y  or  tiieseby,  still  keeping  the  smk,  and  the  said  Blindbufn,  atthe  south 
side  of  Elrickhill,  while  it  come  to  the  head  of  the  said  Blindbum,  wheve  there  is  ane  little  moss, 
with  an  caime  in  the  midst  thereof;  and  holding  durough  the  midst  of  tiie  said  little  moss  to  tJie 
head  of  the  Gardet  bum ;  and  from  that,  descending  down  the  said  bum,  till  it  come  to  the  foord 
at  the  Chapman  rode,  where  there  is  ane  atone  marked  wlthran  sauser,  where  the  said  rode  crosses 
(the  Iboxd,  and  an  caime  beside  the  same;  and  haldhig  up  the  siM  Qiapman  rode,  where  there  is  ane 
inarch  stone,  marked  with  ati  sauaor  at  the  sfde  oiibe  craft,  called  the  Ciretowall  tree;  and  %here« 
frae,  keeping  the  said  rode  to  ane  march  stone,  marked  with  an  sauser,  in  an  myre  at  the  north  syde 
of  the  hill  of  Brimond,  in  the  south  syde  of  the  rode,  with  an  camej  and  therefrae,  keeping  the 
«Bid  Chaj^nan  road  tiU  it  come  to  ane  great  march  stone,  marked  witii  ane  P,  for  propertie,  and  ane 
.aauser,  at  the  wast  head  of  the  croft  of  Ai^ehillodcs,.and  ketpiD^  in  the  said  Chifisian-rode  till  the 
Gouff  bum ;  and  from  that,  keeping  in  the  said  rode,  to  an  eard-fast  stone,  on  the  south  syde  of  the 
rode,  marked  with  an  sauser;  and  from  that  till  another  stone,  with  ane  sauser,  on  the  south  syde 
of  the  said  rode;  and  therefrae,  to  another  march  stone,  marked  with  a  sauser;  all  of  them  at  the 
head  of  the  folds  belonging  to  Crabston ;  and  from  that  to  the  brow  of  the  hill,  betwixt  Sdettie  and 
iCrabston,  where  these  is  ane  great  atone,  widi  an  saitacr  and  aae  oaim;  and  therefrae  keeping  the 
aaidiode  to  another  atane,  marked  wkh  an  saitstt  and  a  came,  betwixt  ti»c  saiil  latida,  in  the  norA 
flUe  of  ane  little  moss;  and  Aescfrae  io  anodicr  march  stone,  on  the  east  ftde  of  the  moss.  In  tlie 
.east  aide  of  an  com  ridge  bclongmg  Ao  Nether  NewhiBs;  and  keeping  Ae  said  rede,  to  the  norlfa 
nook  of  the  croft  of  Wagley,  'whete  these  is  a^  eard-fiwt  stone,  with  an  sauser  and  an  caiftie ;  imd 
Aom  that,  holding  throMgh  the  aaid  croft  of  Wa^by,  to  an  fpMi  sausared  stone  on  the  bank  of 
BttdLsbum,  on  the  wast  side  of  the  said  bwa,  above  the  old  damme  and  foord  of  the  samen ;  and 
therefrae,  crossand  the  said  biurq,  and  keepand  an  dyke  eastward  to  the  old  dykes  of  Auchmill, 
while  it  come  to  ane  march  stone  lyand  on  the  north  syde  of  the  said  gate,  and  keeping  the  said 
gate,  to  an  march  stone  on  the  east  side  of  the  said  bum,  called  North  field;  and  therefrae,  holding 
down  the  said  bum  to  the  water  of  Done,  and  holding  down  the  said  water  of  Done  till  it  come  to 
the  old  found  of  the  Dirra^dyke;  and  from  Aat,  keeping  the  said  dyke  till  ye  come  to  the  Craig* 
head,  where  there  is  an  stone  marked  with  an  sauser ;  and  therefrae  keeping  the  said  dyke  till  it 
comes  to  the  teilled  land  of  Caperstown ;  and  therefrae  to  an  eard-fast  stone,  on  the  high  gate,  with 
ane  sauser  ;  and  therefrae  to  the  place  where  it  was  thought  the  kill  of  Caperstown  stood ;  and  tum-i 
ing  on  again  to  the  laigh,  and  holding  down  die  said  laigh,  east,  or  south-east,  or  thereby,  betwixt 
Coleston's  dyke  and  the  lands  of  Caperstown,  to  the  fourd  above  Peterstown,  called  the  King^s 
fourd ;  and  keeping  the  said  gate,  to  ane  march  stone  in  the  den,  called  Ketty-brouster,  marked 
with  an  sauser  and  ane  key ;  and  therefrae,  keeping  die  north*east  $ide  of  the  gate,  ston  by  ston  as 
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1755,  according  to  Dr.  Webster's  account,  found  to  be  only  10,488. 
By  the  parliamentary  enumeration,  in  the  year  1801,  it  was  found  to 
be  13,057.  Since  that  period,  it  must  have  considerably  increased; 
for,  in  the  year  1811,  when  the  last  enumeration  was  made,  under  the 
authority  of  parliament,  it  amounted  to  21,639,  in  the  four  several 
districts  of  the  town.*  To  this  there  ought  to  be  added  the  popu- 
lation  of  that  part  of  it  which  is  locally  situated  within  the  parish  of 
Old  Machar,  and  supposed  to  be  3570.  So  that,  upon  the  whole, 
the  population  of  the  town  of  Aberdeen  may  be  estimated  at  25,209, 
in  the  year  1811.  The  number,  however,  has,  of  late  years,  still  in- 
creased, owing  principally  to  the  rapid  progress  of  manufactures, 
and  to  public  undertakings.  At  the  present  time,  the  whole  popu- 
lation cannot  be  less  than  28,000. 

The  elevated  situation  of  Aberdeen,  at  a  distance  from  any  stag- 
nant water,  and  exposed  to  the  sea  breeze,  renders  it,  in  general,  a 
very  healthy  place.  It  is  only  a  short  mile  distant  from  the  sea 
beach,  which  is  a  flat  sand,  extending  from  the  harbour  for  many 
miles  northward.  The  inhabitants  were  formerly  very  much  crowded 
together,  in  the  older  parts  of  the  town ;  but,  since  the  commence- 
ment 


they  are  marked  with  aausera^  dmnigh  the  croft  of  Pidcelltilliny  in  the  midst  of  which  croft  there 
are  two  march  stones,  markt  with  Sanct  Peter's  key,  with  cames;  and  thereftae,  to  an  eard-faat 
stone,  on  the  north  side  of  Spittle-hill,  marked  with  an  sauser  and  an  key ;  and  therefrae,  keepiiq^ 
the  cart-road  to  the  Gallow  Slacks,  where  there  is  an  eard-fast  stone,  marked  with  ane  saus^  and 
an  key ;  and  therefirae,  down  the  north  side  of  di^  said  swell,  to  an  strype,  called  the  Banstidde 
bum,  and  holdii^  down  the  said  Banstidde  bum  till  it  enter  the  salt  sea,  and  keeping  in  the  sea 
syde  to  the  blockhouse;  and  therefirae,  up  the  shoar."— QCounct/  Register,  vol.  IviL  p.  656,  et  seq^ 

*  Extract  from  the  Parliamentary  enumeration,  in  the  year  1811. 
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ment  of  the  extended  improvements,  these  inconveniences  have  been 
obviated,  many  additional  houses  have  been  built  upon  a  uniform 
plan,  even  beyond  what  the  actual  population  of  the  town  necessarily 
required;  and  the  inhabitants  have  been  more  commodiously  and 
comfortably  lodged  than  they  were  in  former  times.  These  improve- 
ments, upon  the  whole,  have  not  only  been  beneficial  to  the  public 
at  large,  but  have  conduced  to  the  general  salubrity  of  the  place, 
while  they  are  highly  ornamental  to  the  town  itself. 

In  the  latter  end  of  the  eighteenth  century,  several  new  streets 
were  openedt  in  different  directions,  in  various  parts ;  and,  in  the 
lines  of  these  streets,  many  houses  have  been  built.  In  the  present 
century,  since  Union-street  and  Eing*street  have  been  laid  out,  a 
great  number  of  additional  streets  and  courts  have  been  formed ;  but 
the  buildings  in  the  lines  of  these  have  not  yet  made  great  progress, 
although  advancing  by  degrees.* 

OF  THE  SUBURBS  AND  ENVIRONS  OF  ABERDEEN. 

The  situation  of  the  town,  which  possesses  few  local  advantages  as 
a  place  of  commerce,  is  in  a  corner  of  the  coimty  at  one  time  the 
most  barren  and  sterile  that  could  well  be  figured.  The  only  culti- 
vated fields  in  its  close  vicinity  were  a  few  patches  of  ground,  known 
by  the  name  of  borough  roods,  lying  chiefly  on  its  east  side,  betwixt 
the  town  and  the  links,  and  some  acres  which  had  belonged  to  the 
monastic  and  other  religious  institutions.  On  the  south  side  it  was 
limited  by  the  river  Dee ;  on  the  west  and  north-west,  by  the  lands 
of  Rubislaw  and  Foresterhill,  which  remained,  for  many  ages,  in  an 
unimproved  state :  and  also  by  the  lands  of  Gilcomston.  Beyond 
these,  nothing  was  to  be  observed,  for  several  miles,  but  the  Stocket, 
formerly  a  royal  forest,  spreading  to  a  considerable  distance,  with 
little  thickets  of  decayed  trees,  stunted  brush  wood,  and  a  dreary 
waste,  in  which  scarcely  any  thing  was  produced  except  furze,  broom, 

'    8  D  and 


«  Tbe  following  new  Streets  were  opened,  in  the  coone  of  the  eighteenth  centuiy  :~Virginia^ 
Tannery,  North,  Maritchal,  fiehnont.  Queen,  James,  Carmdit^  George,  and  St  Andrew's  Streets* 
fince  the  year  1800,  Union,  King,  St  Nicholas^  Frederick,  Wales,  Prince's,  Diamond,  SOver^ 
ChtipA,  Skene,  and  Nelson  Streets^  Union  Terrace,  and  Golden  Square,  have  beoi  made  out 
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and  detached  pieces  of  heath,  interspersed  with  an  accumulation  of 
rugged  stones,  and  abundance  of  bogs  and  spouty  marshes.  The 
greatest  part  of  these  wastes  belonged  to  the  corporation,  and,  foif 
many  ages,  was  regarded  as  of  little  intrinsic  value.  But  ail  these 
territories  have,  by  the  exertions  and  industry  of  individuals,  been, 
within  the  period  of  half  a  century,  improved,  and  convoted  into 
valuable  and  productive  lands. 

Soon  after  the  suppression  of  the  insurrection  in  the  year  1746, 
the  magistrates  and  town  council  began  to  direct  their  attention  to  the 
improvement  of  these  wastes;  but  this  was  an  uiidertaking  that 
could  be  accomplished  only  by  individual  exertion.  The  lands  cH 
Gilcomstott,*  which  then  belonged  to  the  treasurer,  were,  at  that 
time,  in  the  occupation  of  three  tenants,  who  were  in  a  situatioik 
which  scarcely  enabled  them  to  pay  very  low  rents,  far  leas  to  under- 
take permanent  or  beneficial  improvements  upon  their  farms.  These 
lands  were  parcelled  into  twelve  small  lots,  and  being  exposed  to  sale 
by  auction,  for  the  consideration  of  an  annual  feu  duty,  whereof  one 
fifth  part  was  to  be  redeemed  at  twenty-five  years'  purohaset  were  ac- 
quired by  different  purchaSerB.  .  No  «ooner  had  this  plan  been  ac- 
complished, than  the  feuers  totnmeaced  their  operaticMiis  of  iaiprov<- 
ing  andindosiiig  the  fields.  In  Uie  «paqe  <)f  a  jG^w  y€Ar6,;t2^ 
were  brought  into  a  high  Mate  of  jciiltivatio%  and  in  the  oentre  a£ 
them  was  raia^  a  cdnSideiaUe  village^  wfaich^  of  liite  'jeufh  ha«  vexf 
much  infcreaied,  in  ihe.tvumber  of  its  buibiilHigB^  in  Qfvry  qn^ter. 

•'  ■       •  ■•    ^    *  •*  '.  '     i:r  :  •    \  -.;'.:        ':  v.    '     The 


*  These  landd  were  pturcfaRsed  by  the  treumer^  in  the  year  l67S,  irom  Sir  Andrew  Fletcher* 
unde  and  tutor  to  Mr.  Menzies  of  Pitfoddels^  then  proprietor^  for  the  siun  qt  26^500  merks^  SCOU 
tish  maahy,  or  L.1472  4s.  Sd.  ft^Ung;  and  lh)e  price  was  thbcBy  paid  uiit  40^  the  f^da  bdMg^ 
to  the  Bridg*  of  Defe,  tritildr  tht  adttittiatlittitii  •t.nhe  oiagi»tM»s nd  ODuilciL  Inihe^aaF  TS9S» 
the  propeHy  w«8>  in  eem^qudhee  of  loi  «ct  of  i»uncil»  iranaferzed  by  the  traaauser  to  the  office- 
bearer  in  the  council  who  is  distinguished  by  the  name  g£  the  Master  of  Slirk  and  Bridge  works. 
It  remained  under  his  charge  until  the  year  i74^>  when^  under  the  same  authority,  it  was  re* 
disponed  to  the  treasurer;  at  which  time  there  were  upon  it  only  three  fiom  houses  and  a  milL 
In  the  year  1753,  these  lands,  after  having  been  feued  out,  were,  by  another  act  of  coondly  or* 
dered  to  be  sold  to  the  Master  efCirkaWIBri^woito^  ^fiir  bilNk)forihe8ridj|e«finie  flttd,  at 
the  rate  of  forty  years  pnrdiase^  die  An  Ml^iea,  %k  the  yufptiiKtf  <faaMaiig  Ae  ti  iiaaiiflr  Ad  mikk>i 
guish  a  part  of  the  pnUit  debt  of  the  tmrtU'^Chuncil  RegUtet,  ^.  Iff.  p.'5M.ct  avf.  wL  lyiL  ^ 
395.  vd.  bd.  p.  384.] 
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The  ben^ts  that  resulted^  not  only  to  the  community,  but  to  tlie 
individuals  who  had  embarked  in  these  undertakingSi  induced  the 
magistrates  soon  afterwards  to  feu  off,  in  the  same  manner,  the  com- 
monty  and  barren  wastes^  which  we  have  already  had  occasion  to  no- 
tice. In  a  few  years,  by  tbesindefatigable  exertions  and  industry  of 
the  feuers,  the  grounds  were  cleared  of  all  obstructions,  improved, 
indosed  at  an  immense  expense,  and  converted  into  com  fields,  vil- 
las, and  gardens.  The  ground  was  first  cleared  of  the  accumulation 
of  stones,  then  drained  and  trenched,  and,  in  the  progress  of  thirty  or 
forty  years,  upwards  of  fifteen  hundred  acres,  which,  in  their  original 
state,  were  not  worth,  on  an  average,  half  a  crown  the  acre,  were,  by 
these  means,  rendered  equal  to  L.4  or  li.5  of  yearly  rent.  The  fields 
were  soon  in  a  condition  to  produce  lu;Kuriant  crops  of  grain,  green 
crops,  fitnd  vegetables  for  the  table ;  and  what  was  formerly  a  dreary 
waste  is  now  the  summer  retreat  of  the  industrious  citizens,  sur- 
rounded by  beautiful  plantations. 

OF  GILCOMSTON. 

This  village  may  now  be  regarded  as  a  part  of  the  suburbs  of 
Aberdeen.  Although  the  ground  on  which  it  is  built  possessed 
many  local  advantages  favourable  for  the  situation  of  a  town,  having 
a  fine  sloping  exposure  to  the  south-east,  with  a  small  stream  of 
water  running  through  it»  yet  no  plan  whatever  was  adopted,  either 
for  laying  out  regular  streets,  or  for  building  the  houses  upon  any 
uniform  design.  The  consequence  of  neglect  in  this  respect  has 
been,  that  the  buildings,  in  general,  are  mean,  and  very  irregular, 
many  of  them  being  occupied  by  labourers,  and  the  lower  class  of  the 
people.  The  population,*  however,  rapidly  increased,  and,  there- 
fiore,  it  became  necessary  to  erect  a  place  of  worship  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  inhabitants.  Accordingly,  about  the  year  1770,  a 
chapd  0f  ^Bse,  mader  the  established  church,  was  raised,  and  the  ex- 
pense defrayed  by  voluntary  contribution.  To  induce  people  to 
subscribe,  it  was  difrlarH,  that  every  one  who  gave  a  certain  sum 

8  j>  2  should 


The  population  of  GikomstoD^  in  1818,  is  conjectured  to  be  upwards  of  fifteen  hundreds 
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should  have  a  right  to  vote  in  the  election  of  a  minister.  This 
church,  which  was  the  first  institution  of  the  kind  at  Aberdeen,  is  a 
plain  building,  with  a  small  belfry,  and  capable  of  accommodating 
upvA^ds  of  a  thousand  hearers.  Mr.  James  Gregory,  now  minister 
of  Banchory  Ternan,  had,  for  many  years,  the  pastoral  charge  of  the 
congregation,  and  was  succeeded,  about  fifteen  years  ago^  by  Mn 
James  Kidd,  the  present  incumbent,  who  is  also  professor  of  oriental 
languages  in  Marischal  college.  The  annual  salary  is  about  L«SOO; 
and  the  chapel  is  situated  in  the  parish  of  Old  Machar* 

OF  THE  DISTILLERY  AND  BREWERY. 

About  the  year  1750,  a  stock  company  commenced  the  distilla-. 
tion  of  spirits  from  grain  at  the  mill  of  Gilcomston^  where  they 
erected  extensive  works ;  but  the  undertaking  appears  not  to  have 
been  attended  with  encouragement,  although  the  price  of  the  spirits 
was  so  low  as  Is*  8d.  the  Scottish  pint,  and  was,  therefore,  soon  relin- 
quished. About  twenty  years  afterwards,  the  works  were  converted 
into  a  public  brewery,  which  was  conducted  under  the  name  of 
Messrs.  William  Black  &  Co.  This  branch  of  business  was  more 
successful  than  the  former.  The  company  brewed  table  beer,  strong 
ale,  and  porter,  of  the  best  quality,  for  many  years,  both  for  home 
consumpt  and  for  exportation  ;  but  they  have  recently  discontinued 
the  prosecution  of  the  business^ 

On  the  west  precincts  of  the  town,  near  this  place,  is  situated 

TfiE  WELL  OF  SPAW. 

The  spring  rises  at  the  foot  of  the  slope  of  the  Woolmanhill^ 
where  the  infirmary  and  its  garden  are  situated.  The  water  flows 
abundantly,  is  impregnated  with  iron  ore  and  vitriol,  and  has  been 
long  celebrated  for  its  medicinal  qualities  in  nephritic  disorders,  or 
in  obstructions.  About  the  year  1615,  the  spring,  over  whidi  a 
building,  ornamented  with  the  portraits  of  six  of  the  apostles,  had 
stood  during  many  years^  attracted  the  attention  of  Dn  William 
Barclay,  at  that  time  an  eminent  physician.  He  analysed  the 
water,  and,  having  discovered  its  qualities  and  virtues,  published 
a  treatise  upon  it,  under  the  title  of  "  Callirhoe,  commonly  called 

the 
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the  well  of  Spa,  or  the  nymph  of  Aberdene/'*  The  building  having 
fallen  to  decay,  was  afterwards  repaired  by  George  Jameson,  the  ce- 
lebrated painter,  who  appears  to  have  been  subject  to  a  nephritic 
complaint.  The  well  was  in  high  repute  among  the  inhabitants,  on 
account  of  its  medicinal  virtues,  and  frequently  resorted  to  for  relief 
in  disorders  of  that  nature.  About  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth 
century,  an  extraordinary  overflowing  of  the  Denbum,  which  runs 
near  it,  demolished  the  building,  and  buried  the  spring  among  the 
rubbish  of  the  hill.  In  this  situation  the  weU  remained  till  the  year 
1670,  when  the  spring  having  again  made  its  appearance,  the  present 
structuref  was  erected  over  it  by  Alexander  Skene  of  Newtyle,  one 
of  the  baiilies,  who  had  experienced  considerable  relief  from  drinking 
the  water.  About  the  year  1751,  the  spring  disappeared  for  some 
time,  but,  by  the  exertions  of  Dr.  James  Gordon  of  Pitlurg,  it  was 
recovered,  and  has  ever  since  continued  to  flow^  without  interrup- 
tion. Its  salutary  virtues  are  still  known  to  many  individuals,  who 
resort  to  it  for  relief  in  various  disorders.  In  the  summer  months  it 
is  much  frequented  by  the  citizens,  particularly  in  the  mornings. 

THE  TURNPIKE  ROADS 

Which  centre  at  Aberdeen,  are  1st.  The  great  north  road  from 
Stonehaven,  being  about  sixteen  miles  in  length.  Sd.  The  road  on 
the  north  side  of  the  river  Dee,  passing  to  Charlestown  of  Aboyne, 
which  is  distant  from  Aberdeen  about  thirty  one  miles.    3d.  The 

road 


*  "  Now  I  proceed  to  shew  the  qualities  of  this  water;  for  trial  of  which  you  shall  take  a  little 
DUtgal^  bruise  it  in  pieces^  and  throw  it  into  a  drinking  glass,  full  of  this  water,  and  if  it  be  the  true 
water,  it  will  become  red^  like  claret  wine ;  notwithstanding  that  a  nutgal  maketh  all  other  liquour 
black,  were  it  never  so  redde  of  itself ;  neither  is  there  any  moysture  in  the  world,  except  it  be  en- 
dued with  this  yitriolical  vertue,  that  can  draw  a  scarlet  colour  out  of  a  nutgal.  Beside  this  essay, 
there  is  another,  which  consisteth  in  distilling  of  this  water ;  for,  in  the  bottome  of  the  Alembicke, 
there  will  remaine  a  matter  unsavourie,  sometime  red,  and  sometime  black."-*{Dr.  Barclaifs  Trea* 
tise,  republished  in  Aberdeen  in  1674.3 

t  On  tibe  front  o£  the  building  there  are  cut,  in  stone,  a  thistle,  rose,  and  lilly,  with  a  diadem 
and  rising  sun,  having  under  them  the  following  inscription :— - 

*^  As  Heaven  gives  me— /Sb  give  I  thee." 
*'  Hoc  fonte  privata  sala  in  patriam  populum%  fluat  spada  rediviva.<«-»l6Y0.'' 
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road  from  Skene^  which,  after  being  carried  in  a  direction  nearly  due 
west  from  the  town  for  seven  miles,  divides  into  two  branches ;  one 
of  these  is  nineteen  miles  in  length,  and  passes  through  the  lands  of 
Echt  and  Midmar,  in  a  direction  nearly  in  the  middle  between  the 
rivers  Dee  and  Don,  until  it  reach  Drumlasie,  in  the  north  part  of 
the  parish  of  Kincardine  O'Nell ;  the  other,  which  is  twenty  miles  in 
length,  is  carried  on  in  a  line  nearly  westerly,  to  the  church  of 
Alford.  This  turnpike,  and  its  two  branches,  extends  to  forty  seven 
miles.  4th.  The  great  road  from  Aberdeen  to  the  north-west,  at 
four  miles  from  the  town  diverges  into  two  branches ;  one  of  these 
passes  through  Kintore,  Inverury,  and  Huntly,  to  the  confines  of 
Sanffshire ;  the  other  passes  through  Old  Meldrum  and  Turrifi^,  in  a 
direction  almost  due  north  to  the  town  of  Banff.  The  whole  lei^th 
of  turnpike,  of  both  roads,  is  eighty  miles.  6th.  The  rcMid  from 
Aberdeen  to  fiuchan  ei&tends  to  Ellon  seventeen  miles,  thence  to 
Bimes  other  five  miles.  At  that  place,  it  separates  into  two 
branches,  one  of  which  is  carried  to  Frasersburgfa,  and  the  other  to 
Peterhead.  This  road,  tXkd  its  two  btMidi^Si  extend  in  len|^  to 
seventy  five  miles. 

OF  THE  HARBOUR  OF  ABERDEEN. 

For  many  ages,  the  harbour  remained  as  an  open  basin,  with  a 
low  island  in  the  middle,  called  the  Inches,*  which  separated  the 
channel  of  the  river  from  what  was  property  called  the  harbour,  on 
the  north  side.    This  basin  spread  from  the  sloping  ground  on  the 

south 


*  The  Indies  are  evidently  die  austianiiiatianof  aScimiis  matter^  ivbich,  being  bmught  dcrwnby 
land  floods^  has^  by  the  contrariety  of  liie  ccthm  of  the  sea  and  tides^  been  depodted  there  in  the 
course  of  many  ages.  Indeed,  the  whole  Sandilands,  Links,  and  Fnttie,  have  originated  from  the 
same  cause.  The  woricmen,  when  digging  the  Canal,  at  some  considerable  distance  from  th^ 
harbom',  fomid  embodied  in  the  bowels  of  thec»rth,  anchors,  tmd  other  aitides,  whidi,  to  allappeaiw 
ance,  must  have  been  the  remains  of  shipwreck  at  some  former  period.  Lately,  in  the  course  of 
dredging  prsparatory  to  the  intended  works  upon  the  lachaa,  «t  thirteen  ftet  under  low  water  of 
stream  tide,  and  twenty  eight  feet  undor  the  genoral  sor&oe  of  das  iBXsbm,  there  were  iaimi  two 
human  skulls,  with  a  large  piece  of  flint ;  and,  at  the  same  level,  great  quantities  of  shells,  and 
other  marine  depositions. 
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south  side  of  the  Castlegate  to  the  lands  of  Torrie^^  on  the  south. 
In  ancient  times,  the  only  piece  of  artificial  work  in  the  harbour  was 
distinguished  by  the  name  of  the  quayhead,  being  that  part  cdi  the 
old  pier  which  is  in  front  of  the  Weigh^house,  and  the  appioach  to 
it  was  from  the  street  now  known  by  the  name  of  the  Shipraw.  In 
the  year  1484,  that  woik  haring  become  ruinous,  was  ordered  to  be 
repaired^  under  the  authority  of  an  act  of  council,  and  the  expense  was 
defirayed  by  the  fines  imposed  on  forestaUers  and  regnOers.  About 
the  year  1527)  the  quayfaead  appears  to  have  undergone  considerable 
r^xairs,  and  to  have  been  partly  rebuilt ;  but  such  was  the  difficulty 
of  procuring  materials  fit  for  the  purpose,  that  David  Anderson^ 
master  of  the  pier  work,  was  dispatched  to  Dundee,  to  purchase  stones 
proper  for  the  building.  In  the  year  1548,  the  magistrates  and 
town  council,  with  the  approbation  of  the  commimity,  imposed  a  tax 
of  eight  pence,  Scottish  money,  upon  the  ton  of  all  goods  imported 
and  exported,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  fund  for  the  support  of  the 
works  of  the  harbour*  Some  years  afterwards,  certain  regulations 
were  established  for  the  protection  of  shipping,  and  for  preventing 
ballast  of  vessels  from  being  thrown  into  the  harbour,  or  fiood-mark, 
under  a  penalty ;  and  vessels  were  directed  to  be  moored  in  the  gaiv^ 
pool  only.  In  the  year  1471,  the  council  and  community  imposed 
the  following  rates  and  duties,  to  be  levied,  not  only  from  the  mer- 
chants of  the  town,  but  from  strangers,  for  the  support  of  those 
works,  viz.  for  each  chalder  of  victual  on  board  of  any  ship  or  boat  in 
the  harbour,  2s.  Sd. ;  and  for  every  last  of  salmon,  and  of  other  goods, 
4s.  Scottish  money.     These  duties  were  afterwards  fianctioned  by  a 

grant 


*  Om  the  ioutli  ode  of  the  harboor,  near  the  efflux  of  the  river  I>ef»  ^tvods  the  ai9all  vilhige  of 
Torrie,  which  is  now  occupied  .only  by  a  few  families  of  white  fishers^  jan4  the  greatest  part  of  it 
belongs  to  the  town  of  Aberdeen.  It  was  erected  into  a  borough  of  barony  by  King  James  IV. 
Aoak  the  year  149S,  fl)r the «ooodUBoiatkBi  of  traiidktt  wIid bad  MorfiAi  topaas  by liie  tmj  at 
thU|)bKab  on  chnr  wty  abuthwaid,  parlieubd^^  |M]gwU  m  thair  pvogra»  to  the  Abbey  of  Ar« 
broath^  to  which  the  town  and  the  whole  adjacent  lands  then  belonged.  The  Abbot  had  a  seat  and 
oAer  Acconmiodations  near  the  church  of  Nigg^  which  is  about  a  mile  distantst  There  are  two  pas- 
sage boats  at  the  ferry  of  this  part  of  theriver^  employed  in  transporting  passengers  across  the  river. 
One  of  these  belongs  to  the  town  of  Aberdeen^  and  the  other  to  John  lixMm,  Saq.  of  Pitfoddels^ 
pccq^etor  of  the  «Mst  half  of  the  baMiy  «f  Twie* 

t  M.&  Advocaie's  Ubraiy. 
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grant  from  the  crown,  and  an  act  of  the  convention  of  the  royal  bo- 
roughs, and  fixed  at  Ss.  for  every  ton  of  goods,  and  3s.  on  each  chal* 
der  of  victual.  In  the  year  1582,  David  Endeacht  having  been  per- 
mitted to  construct  a  crane  on  the  quay  for  the  convenience  of  ship- 
ping, was  authorised,  by  the  council,  to  levy  Is.  6d.  for  each  ton  of 
goods,  in  name  of  craneage  duties.  At  that  time,  such  was  the  rage 
for  securing,  in  perpetuity,  every  branch  of  property  or  casual  reve- 
nue belonging  to  the  town,  that  Mr.  Endeacht  speedily  obtained  a 
feu  grant  of  the  craneage  duties  to  himself,  his  heirs,  and  assignees^ 
for  ever,  for  a  consideration  of  four  merks,  to  be  paid  by  him,  yearly, 
to  the  shoremaster ;  but  this  grant  was  afterwards  redeemed  by  the 
counciL 

By  the  accumulation  of  the  duties  which  had  been  collected  in 
the  course  of  years,  the  council  were  enabled,  in  the  year  1607,  to 
commence  the  erection  of  a  bulwark  or  pier  on  the  south  side  of  the 
entry  to  the  harbour.  This  was  considered,  at  the  time,  to  be  an  es- 
sential improvement,  of  which  the  citizens  were  so  fully  convinced, 
that  they  assembled  in  a  head  court,  and  voluntarily  tendered  the 
services  of  themselves  or  their  servants,  for  assisting  in  carrying  on 
the  work.  In  the  year  1611,  the  council  obtained  from  King  James 
a  grant  of  an  impost  of  L.4  on  every  ton  of  wine  vended  or  consumed 
within  the  town,  for  defraying  the  expense  of  this  work.  '  At  that  time 
the  entry  to  the  harbour  was  much  obstructed  by  a  stone  called 
^  Knock  Maitlandf^^  which  was,  in  the  year  1618,*  removed,  by  the 
mechanical  exertions  of  David  Anderson  of  Fin^each,  as  has  already 
been  mentioned  in  the  course  of  the  narrative. 

About  the  year  1623,  the  magistrates  first  projected  the  exten- 
sion of  the  pier  from  the  quayhead  towards  the  village  of  Futtie. 
This  arduous  undertaking  was  commenced  with  great  spirit,  and  the 
citizens,  with  their  usual  zeal,  agreed  to  assist  in  accelerating  the 
work,  by  filling  up  the  pier  with  earth,  and  other  materials.  The 
burgesses,  besides,  voluntarily  assessed  themselves  in  L.1000,  for  de- 
fraying 


*  At  th]0  time  there  was  scarcely  two  feet  of  water  on  tibe  bar^  at  low  tide;  at  spring  tid^^ 
fifteen  ftet;  and  at  neep  tides,  from  nine  to  ten  feeL^PhUopoliicui,  p.  iUji 
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fraying  the  expense ;  and  the  corporations,  although  they  declined 
to  concur  in  this  assessment,  agreed  to  contribute  among  themselves, 
voluntarily,  for  the  same  purpose.  This  work  appears  to  have  been 
languid  in  its  progress,  probably  owing  to  the  disorders  in  the  na- 
tion, which  continued  for  many  subsequent  years.  In  the  year  1658, 
the  work  being  almost  completed,  a  sluice  was  ordered  to  be  made 
for  conducting  the  water  from  the  higher  parts  of  the  town,  through 
the  pier,  into  the  tideway. 

Sy  these  operations,  there  was  cut  off  from  the  basin  a  consider- 
able area  of  ground,  which  was  afterwards  distinguished  by.  the  name 
of  the  shorelands ;  it  is  now  occupied  by  several  streets,  and  many 
dwelling  houses,  and  forms  a  considerable  portion  of  the  town.  In 
the  course  of  the  year  1686,  several  improvements  were  made  upon 
the  entry  of  the  harbour,  by  removing  many  loose  stones,  and  other 
obstructions,  which  had  accumulated  on  the  bar.  The  south  bul- 
wark afterwards  underwent  some  repairs,  and  a  timber  head  was  con- 
structed upon  the  east  end  c^  it,  as  a  protection  from  the  sea,  with  a 
kempstock,  for  the  use  of  ships  taking  the  harbour.  These  opera- 
tions were  attended  with  great  expense  to  the  community,  and  all  the 
assistance  that  they  procured  from  the  public  was  a  grant  of  L.20OO9 
Scottish  money,  from  the  convention  of  royal  boroughs,  in  the  year 
1700.  A  voluntary  subscription  was,  about  the  same  time,  attempted 
among  their  friends  in  Holland,  in  aid  of  pie  expense  of  those  works, 
and  L.97O  6s.  8d.  Scottish  money,  was  subscribed  for  ;*  but,  although 
the  favour  was  gratefully  acknowledged  by  the  magistrates,  who 
conferred  upon  the  subscribers  the  freedom  of  the  town^  no  part  of 
the  money  was  ever  paid. 

For  many  years,  the  harbour  seems  to  have  been  neglected,  and 
its  entry  was  a  source  of  continued  distress  to  the  inhabitants,  who, 
from  time  to  time,  were  obliged  to  assist,  when  called  upon,  in  remov- 

S  E  ing 


•  Council  Begigter,  toL  ti.  p.  883.  yoL  viiL  p.  1183.  vol  zii.  p.  108.  voL  zviiL  p.  154.  vol.  n. 
p.  89S.  voL  zxiv.  p.  172.  voL  xxvii.  p.  595.  voL  xzx.  p.  645.  70&  voL  uxvi.  p.  596.  voL  xliii.  p. 
S90.  voL  xliv.  p.  169*  877-  855.  voL  xlviii  p.  469.  vol  IL  p.  7&  191*  ^68.  542.  voL  lii.  p.  108.  toL 
liii  p.  155.  5^1.  8S8.  vol,  lir.  p.  7.  587. 
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ing  theobfitructions  upon  the  b«r,  and  i^hin  the  faarbonn  But  this 
was  only  a  temporary  expedient,  for  the  same  obstructions  oecuired 
almost  every  other  year,  unless  some  extraordinary  knd  flood  luqv- 
pened  to  sweep  tb^i  away* 

In  the  year  1755,  the  magistrates  first  applied  to  Mr.  John 
Smeaton,  who  was,  at  this  time,  distiinguished  as  an  eminent  engineer^ 
for  his  advice  and  instructions  with  regard  to  ameliorating  the  condi- 
tion of  the  harbour.  It  does  not,  however,  appear,  that  he  had  made 
any  survey  of  it,  or  gare  any  directiong  as  to  its  works ;  but,  idbout 
that  time,  the  Pocca  pier  was  erected,  in  consequenoe  of  an  act  of 
council,  and  was  long  known  by  tbe  name  of  the  new  pien^ 

About  the  year  1770,  the  most  essential  and  important  parts  of 
the  modern  improvements  of  the  harbour  were  projected  by  Mjv 
Smeaton.    In  the  detailed  rqportf  of  his  survey,  lie  advised  the 

erection^ 


*  Near  this  part  of  the  haAour  are  sitttated  the  ancient  Uoddioiisey  now  (fiamaatfed  of  ha  aitit« 
lerjr,  and  eon^^^ted  to  a  atar»4oiae  c/£  43M  4it  die  Chraaoikiii  idamfaaiea,  «iid  llit  hattny,  iMtk 
wmsbuilt^  Bome  ymn 'S§o,  fer  afprotectiomto  tbeliii^koivfirem4lM«n«n)r4]«^  ThialiBit 

waa  .afterwiarda  diamantled  of  ita  guii«(»  in  oonaequence  of  an  ordier  froin  jpovenuaent^  and  ia  noir 
allowed  to  fall  to  deca^. 

i*  As  Mr.  Sooeaton's  rqport  points  ou^  in  «  very  distinct  and  adentific  manner,  the  canaea  of  the 
obstructions  on  the  bar  In  former  tifnes,  we  take  leave  to  |iresent,  in  this  note,  that  pttt  of  it 
whicfa  has  t^arenee  to  these  oba^«etieiis« 

«'  The  cause  of  the  annojri^ce  loff  the  iMffbour^  moalfc  appwBv  t9  tQ#  tokt  tUa>^11it  lAd/t 
6aast»tivluchatretdiaa«WayB«rtiMSrlf«  iiappar?iilla^ibr:i«jlaB^  «d4(  «ndMii)y  ahore;  «imI»  Iaiy» 
pose,  from  the  harbour  of  Aberdeen,  till  it  meeta  with  the  point  of  Buchannesa,  (which  is  at  the 
distance  of  seven  leagues,)  continues  of  the  same  kind ;  consequently  ihe  wind  at  N.E.  'acting 
obli^ely  upon  It^  bni^s  the  sand*  and  gravel  therewith  intensiixed^  coastwise,,  toward  tiieaouth : 
and  as  Uie  coast  from  the  south  side  of  the  entry  of  this  harbour  stretches  away  nearly  east  for  about 
three  fourths  of  a  mile,  those  sikds  would  naturally  be  deposited  in  the  tss^  &tiStK  ooaat  ftnned  at 
the  harbors  mouth,  did  not  the  noatssify  «f  Ab  knd  waltta  iif  iktitoer  Dn^  in.fndieg  a  paasice 
to  sea,  force  themselves  a  vent;  and  which  thaf  aaaintain  more  or  less  dear,  according  as  die  cir- 
cumstance o£  winds,  tides,  and  freshes  balance  one  against  another.  An  hard  gale  of  wind  at  N.E. 
aa  already  mentioned,  gradually  brings  the  sands  and  gravel  coastwise  southward,  and  puta  in  agi« 
tation  that  already  lodged  in  the  bank  on  the  north  side  of  the  harbour^s  mouth,  at  the  aame  time 
forcmg  it  into  the  «Rtry ;  and  if  ftt  Uuit  time  it  bappcns  to  be  nftitg  tidaa,  and  iitde  flsodi  water  in 
the  river,  a  strong  tide  of  iSood  beii^  tlw  consequeace,  gvaat^<co>4)iMi«le8  with  the  wind  and  aeaa 
in  carrying  a  great  quantity  of  Band  and  gmv«l  into  the  cfaamelof  tke  idv^;  and  the  ftash.  w«ter  m 
the  river  beipg  supposed  then  very  ahort,  the  reflux  will  be  very  lapgiid,  and^  -teiig  <awtfrariwi 
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MACtioii,  cm  fbe  north  side  of  Uie  entr j»  of  a  stone  pieri  which^  while 
H  confined  the.  stream  of  the  riVeor  within  narrow  bounds^  would  tend 
tci  lemore  the  stsd  bank  whidb.  had  accumulated  there^  and  be  the 
fBeans  of  preventing  the  sand  and  gravel  from  being  driven  in,  and 
forming  a  bar  in  the  nw>uth  of  the  harbour.  Aa  Mr*  Smeaton's  plan 
XBBt  with  general  ap|)robati4my  an  act  of  parliament  was  obtained,  in 
the  year  1773^  authorising  the  magistrates  and  council  to  execute  the 
works  which  had  been  ao  projected^  and  imposii^  certain  additional 
duties  upon  diipfttng,  and  upon  exports  and  imports,  for  the  purpose 
of  defraying  the  expense  attending  the  execution  of  these  works. 
On  Monday  the  5tb  of  June,^  1775^  the  foundatifCMH  stone  of  the  north 
pier  was  laid  ai  the  Smdness,  with  masonic  aolenmities,  in  presmce 
of  the  magifitratesi  aasfcidat  a  numerous  conooiiufse  of  spectators  as« 
sembled  on  the  oocaaion.    The  work  was  conducted  with  great  spirit, 

3x9  an^t 


hy  the  impetus  of  the  aeft,  H  cafixiot  return;  and  a  ccmtinuanoe  of  weather  and  circumstances  of  thja 
lund  will  put  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  into  the  worst  state,  hi  which  it  must  necessarily  remain  tH}, 
by  »  eentnffj  dBspesitkNi  of  eifeamstaiiees^  a  •oalamy  eSect  isi  praduoad.  On  tha  oditr  haod^  « 
ooudnwif^  ai  gpuH  tei^ioadsi  nWwP  at  spriog  •r  Bmp  lideb>  ttscostpaaied  either  with  off^hova 
winds,  or  moderate  enea  at  N.E.  give*  l^e  greatest  advantage  in  scouring  out  the  sands  and  gravel 
from  about  the  harbour^s  mouth,  carrying  it  out  into  the  road,  fhnn  whence,  by  d^vees,  it  gets 
found  the  point  of  Girdliness;  and  tf  tJoiMOfiB  the  elose  of  the  wark  dktM  happena,  idong  with  * 
MQOg  land  firosi^  hsfw  sgmg  ebhsj  which  gimi  the  cumttl  d^  grtataat  ftU  ta  aeaj^  and^  at  th& 
eame  time,  nma  bare  over  the  bai^  with  a  moderate  wind  al  N.E.  which  will  give  the  sand  some 
agitation,  without  mudi  impetus,  under  these  circumstances  the  stony  body  of  the  bar  will  be  run 
dear  of  die  sand,  and  the  harbom^s  mouth  wi&  be  put  into  its  heal  ali&te,  end  so  wiB  ranaan  till  the 
eaalcaEy  eauaas  produce  aabeftre,  die  ocmtraiy  cikcts  ;  aad  in  thisafeale  of  luetuatkm  must  die  eiK 
tiy  of  die  btsbow  of  Aberdeen  ever  remaii^  tiU  something  is  dene  to  counteract  the  efiacts  of  that 
arrangement  of  circumstances  whose  natural  tendency  is  to  do  harm. 

**  The  only  means  by  which  I  can  see  this  is  likely  to  be  effected,  is  by  the  er^on  of  a  n<Mth 
pier,  which  will  direcdy  tend  to  the  cure  of  the  evil  complained  of;  for  it  w3i  not  only  keep  the 
landfteebes  moie  eonfined  in  a  body,  tjtt  they  ooaae  into  deeper  water,  but,  whalis  of  moiB  cense- 
qpance^  ife  wil)>  in  a^gaeait  maaauta;,  prefwitthe  sand  and  gravel  Scam  being  driven. in.  It  will  not, 
indeed,  stop  the  continual  driving  of  the  matter^  coastwise,  from  the  north;  but,  after  the  back  or 
outside  of  the  pier  is  filled  up  with  sand,  &c.  to  a  certain  degree,  it  will  then  go  round  the  pier-* 
head,  and,  by  the  superior  action  of  middling  fl^eshee  and  firing  ebbs,  will  be  kept  an  deeper 
water,  and  ao  get  round  the  point  of  CUrdleness,  without  first  getdng  into  the  harbour's  mouth,  or, 
at  leasty  not  to  that  degree  as  to  obstruct  the  navigation  in  and  out  By  these  means,  the  bar  will 
naa  only  be  k^  dear  down  to  the  atone  bad,  but,  by  liftii^  die  lalger  sort  of  atones  by  art,  the 
remaining  gravel  will  wash  out  into  deeper  water,  so  as  to  make  (as  it  may  reasonably  be  expected)^ 
fidl  two  &et  more  water  than  there  is  now,  in  its  best  state." 
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and,  ill  the  course  of  six  years,  this  important  undertaking  was  ac-^ 
complished,  at  an  expense  of  about  L.  18,000  sterling.  This  lasting 
monument  of  Mr.  Smeaton's  genius  as  an  engineer  extends  about 
twelve  hundred  feet  eastward,  and  is  built  in  a  curved  form,  con  vexing 
to  the  south.  It  is  built  wholly  of  granite,  and  many  of  the  stones  of 
the  outside  walls  are  upwards  of  three  tons  weight,  with  dressed  beds, 
and  generally  four  feet  in  length.  The  inside  is  composed  of  rubble, 
and  the  whole  forms  a  solid  mass  of  masonry,  being  covered  with  a 
pavement  of  square  dressed  stones.  On  the  west  end  it  is  only 
twenty  feet  broad  at  the  base,  twelve  at  the  top,  and  sixteen  feet 
high  from  the  foundation,  exclusive  of  the  parapet ;  but  in  its  pro- 
gress eastward  it  gradually  increases,  till  its  dimensions  are  thirty  six 
feet  at  the  base,  twenty  fbur  feet  at  the  top^  and  thirty  feet  in 
heighth.  It  was  finished  with  a  round  head,  of  sixty  fe^t  diameter  at 
the  base.  The  beneficial  consequences  resulting  from  this  improver 
ment  soon  became  apparent.  The  sand  bank  gave  way  to  the  cur- 
rent of  the  river,  and  was  swept  off*;  and,  as  Mr.  Smeaton  had  pre*- 
dieted  in  his  report,  the  sand  and  gravel,  which  had  formerly  been 
driven  into  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  now  accumulated  at  the  back 
or  outside  of  the  pier,  and  raised  the  sea  beach  very  considerably,  so 
much  so,  that  what  was  at  that  time  overflowed  by  ordinary  tides  is 
now  dry  land  at  stream  tides.  By  those  means,  the  obstructions  of 
the  bar  were  greatly  diminished,  and  an  additional  depth  of  water 
obtained.  But,  by  the  officious  interference  of  some  ignorant  people, 
Mr.  Smeaton's  plan  and  instructions  were  not  rigidly  adhered  to. 
By  their  advice,  the  pier  was  founded  too  much  to  the  north,  and  did 
not  sufficiently  narrow  the  channel;  the  consequence  of  this  was, 
that,  in  the  interior  of  the  harbour,  a  considerable  swell  was  occa- 
sioned, at  high  water,  by  the  influx  of  the  sea,  which  annoyed  the 
shipping.  To  obviate  tiiis  inconvenience,  a  stone  jettee,  or  break- 
water, projecting  from  the  West  end  of  the  pier  towards  the  channel 
of  the  river,  was,  by  Mr.  Smeaton's  directions,  soon  afterwards 
erected,  and  this  structure  completely  answered  the  intended 
purpose. 

After  these  important  improvements  had  been  accomplished,  th^ 
shipping  of  the  port  gradually  increased,  both  in  number  and  in  the 
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amount  of  tonnage,  and,  of  course,  created  an  extension   of  the 
commerce  and  manufactures  of  Aberdeen. 

In  the  year  1810,  improvements  in  the  interior  of  the  harbour, 
upon  an  extensive  scale,  were  projected  by  Mr.  Telford,  civil  engineer, 
who  had  recently  made  a  plan  and  survey  of  it,  under  the  authority 
of  the  council.  The  object  of  that  plan  was  to  form  a  great  part  of 
the  harbour  into  a  wet  dock,  where  vessels  of  every  description  might 
lie  with  safety ;  to  construct  graving  docks,  for  the  accommodation  of 
shipping ;  and  to  extend  the  north  pier  farther  eastward,  according 
to  Mr.  Smeaton's  original  design,  so  as  to  obtain,  by  these  means,  an 
additional  depth  of  water  on  the  bar.  As  this  project  met  with  the 
approbation  of  the  council^  and  of  many  of  the  citizens,  an  act  of 
parliament  Was  obtained,  in  the  month  of  May  of  that  year,  author- 
ising the  magistrates  and  council,  as  trustees  of  the  harbour,  to  cany 
into  execution  those  improvements,  according  to  the  plan  which  had 
been  designed  by  Mr.  Telford ;  and,  for  enabling  them  to  accomplish 
this  undertaking,  certain  additional  duties  were  imposed  upon  ship- 
ping, and  upon  exports  and  imports.*  They  were  also  "  authorised 
and  empowered,  from  time  to  time,  to  borrow  and  take  up  at  interest 
any  sum  or  sums  of*  money,  which,  with  those  previously  borrowed^ 
and  then  due,  upon  the  harbour,  on  the  credit  of  former  acts,  should 
not,  in  the  whole,  exceed  together,  at  any  time,  the  sum  of  L.  140,000 
sterling ;  and  to  grant,  assign,  and  set  over,  for  securing  the  payment 
of  the  same,  with  the  interest  thereof  respectively,  the  several  rates, 
duties,  and  tonnage,  given  and  granted  by  this  last  act,  to  any  person 
or  persons,  who  shall  be  willing  to  advance  and  lend  the  money 
thereon.**  In  consequence  of  this  act,  which  was  declared  to  continue 
in  force  for  the  period  of  twenty  one  years,  the  trustees  commenced 
their  operations  on  the  harbour  with  great  spirit,  and,  in  the  course 
of  the  five  subsequent  years,  the  north  pier,  which  had  been  origi- 
nally projected  by  Mr.  Smeaton,  was  extended  nine  hundred  feet 

further 


■*  The  rate  of  daty  on  all  goods  and  merchandise^  loaded  or  unloaded,  ia  fixed  at  three-pence  for 
every  barrel  bulk;  but,  on  such  commodities  as  are  not  charged  by  the  barrel  bulk,  the  rate 
chargeable  is  regulated  by  a  table  annexed  to  the  acts.  Strangers  and  others,  who  are  not  buigesses 
of  guild;  or  members  of  the  incorporated  artificers,  pay  one  third  more. 
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further  etaiwud,  the  wbde  kngtb  of  that  work  beiog  now  upwards 
of  two  thousand  feet  On  the  opposite  side  of  the  entrance,  a 
breakwater^  composed  of  rubble  stone^has  been  built,  for  the  purpose 
of  protecting  the  harbour  from  the  violence  of  a  south-east  stomu 
This  branch  of  work,  which  is  about  eight  hundred  feet  long^  pro- 
jects from  the  land  northward,  almost  across  the  mouth  of  the  har- 
bour, and  its  salutary  effects  have  become  obvious. 

In  the  interior  of  the  harbour,  a  new  wharf,  upwards  of  nine  hun« 
dred  feet  in  length,  running  along  the  sooth  side  of  Futtie,  has  been 
completed,  lor  the  accommodation  of  shipping,  and  that  wharf  is  so 
constructed  as  to  serve  for  part  of  the  general  design  of  converting 
the  harbour  into  a  wet  dock.  Two  buildings  for  capstans  have  been 
raised  near  the  efflux  of  the  river,  between  whidi  it  was  intended  ta 
divert  the  stream,  that  it  might  pass,  in  a  direct  course,,  into  the  sea, 
without  interruption  to  the  shipping.  Considerable  operieitions  have 
been  made  upon  the  inches,  prepari^ory  to  cont^tmcting  the  pro- 
jected graving  docks,  and  the  interior  of  the  harbour  has  bee» 
deepened,  and  many  obstructions  removed,  by  meMisof  a  powerful 
dredging  machine,  which  is  still  in  constant  employment.  In  the 
execution  of  these  extensive  works,  and  in  the  purchase  of  consider- 
able property  in  Futtie,  for  account  of  the  harbour,  a  debt  of  np^ 
wards  of  L.1S7,000  sterling  has  be^i  contracted,  although  the  grand 
and  primary  objects  of  the  design,  being  the  tide  lock,  basin,  and 
graving  dock,  have  not  been  accomplii^ed.  These  circumstances  we 
have  already  had  occasion  to  notice^  i^  the  course-  of  the  narrative. 

^hat  all  those  works,  which  have  been  so  far  completed,  are  per* 
manent  improvements,  of  real  utility,  and  afiford  additional  accommo- 
dation to  the  great  number  of  vessels  belonging  and  resorting  to  the 
port»  perhaps,  will  not  be  controverted*  At  the  same  time»  it  must  he 
allowed,  thai:  a  contrariety  of  sentiment  still  prevails  among  many 
intelligent  men  on  the  subject  of  these  improvements ;  but  to  enter 
upon  topics  of  that  kind  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  nature  of 
this  work.  The  plan  which  was  adopted  by  the  magistrates  and 
council  for  conducting  the  operations  had  received  the  ^sanction  of 
two  eminent  engineers,  and  met  with  the  approbation  of  many  of 
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their  fSdUow  cittistfis.  They  commenoed  the  works  with  great  zeal 
and  spirit,  and  the  chief  magistrate  at  the  time  wag  particularly 
assiduous  in  procuring  the  act  of  parliament,  for  which  he  received 
publicly  the  thanks  of  the  citizens ;  and  his  personal  exertions  in 
accelerating  the  execution  of  the  works,  for  several  years,  are  not  yet 
quite  in  oblivion.  The  funds  belonging  to  this  branch  of  public  im- 
provements are  directed,  by  the  act,  to  be  k^t  separate  and  distinct 
from  the  other  transactions  of  the  corporation.  The  accounts  are 
ordered  to  be  compared  with  the  vouchers  annually,  and  audited  by 
a  committee,  consisting  of  the  sheriff  depute  of  the  county,-  and 
others  named  in  the  statute.  They  are  authorised  to  attend  to  the 
application  of  the  money,  and  to  challenge  any  article  of  expenditure 
that  may  be  deemed  objectionable ;  and  such  article  shall  not,  after- 
wards, be  brought  forward  in  those  accounts. 

We  may  be  permitted  here  to  observe,  that,  however  much  the 
undertaking  may  have  fallen  short  of  the  expectations  of  the  public^ 
and  the  expense  of  those  works  exceeded  what  was  originally  esti- 
Biatedy  yet  these  circumstances  ought  not,  in  justice,  to  beMtributed 
either  to  inattention  or  mismanagement  on  the  part  of  the  admini^ 
abators,  but  to  the  magnitude  of  the  undertakii^  and  to  the  innu- 
merable difficulties*  which  they  had  to  encounter  in  the  course  of 
executing  the  various  works  designed  by  the  plan.  It  may  also  be 
renxarked,  that  all  these  works  were  conducted  under  the  superinten- 
dence and  immediate  direction  of  the  resident  engineer,  Mr.  John 
Gibb,  who  not  only  bestowed  «very  attention  on  their  execution,  ac- 
cording 


*  The  additkm  to  the  pier  is  founded  upon  rubble^  thrown  promiscuously  into  the  sea,  some 
parts  df  it  being  tenieet  under  low  mAet,  and  cxtai&ig  ttany  yards  en  taA  aide.  The  oewses 
af  the  anpetBtnictan  sw  not  laid  i»riacrifcal%!;»  but  divooaUy^  of  most  s«bafeaiilial  «Mtterials,  pro« 
pedy  jointed  and  bedded. 

In  Janiary,  IB16,  after  the^pier  had  bean  buik  to  its  extrenuty»  andiiearly  completed,  a  via» 
leiat  storm  undennined  the  foundation,  and  demolished  the  round  head  erected  upon  it  In  the 
course  of  the  subsequent  season,  it  was  rebuilt  upon  a  diiPerent  construction,  sloping  towards  tiitf 
east,  and  finished  ki  a  very  aubalsnfid  mamier,  a  fir  aa  could  be  abaarved  firam  its  outward  ap« 
pesaanot;  but,  anibe  gdiof  Afrii^  l^lS,  smalheriwdent  steam  from  the  south  east  made  a  seiioua 
breach  in  the  south  side  of  the  extremity  of  the  pier,  by  undennining  the  fomdatipn^  igid  demo* 
lishing  a  considerable  portion  of  the  sapmnxuctaxe. 
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cording  to  Mr.  Telford's  plan  and  instructions,  but  accelerated  the 
work  by  every  mean  in  his  power. 

Although,  as  already  observed,  a  heavy  debt  has  been  contracted 
by  the  trustees  in  the  course  of  this  undertaking,  yet  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  money  has  been  applied  to  the  purchase  of  property  in 
Futtie,  renting  at  present  about  L.IOOO  sterling  yearly.  The  revenue 
of  the  harbour,  taking  it  upon  an  average  of  three  years  preceding 
Martinmas  1817,  is  L.6918  Is.  5d.  sterling,  besides  the  rents  of  pro- 
perty, and  that  revenue  is  in  a  progressive  state  of  improvement.  In 
1810,  these  dues  were  let  for  L.6S10  of  yearly  rent. 

OF  THE  ABERDEENSHIRE  CANAL. 

The  importance  of  inland  conveyance  to  the  prosperity  of  a 
country  is  universally  acknowledged,  and  the  advantage  of  canal  na- 
vigation has  long  been  experienced,  both  in  England,  and  in  the 
south  of  Scotland.  The  great  success  which  attended  undertakings 
of  this  kind  induced  several  public  spirited  gentlemen,  connected 
with  the  town  and  the  county  of  Aberdeen,  to  project  a  navigable 
canal  from  the  harbour  into  the  interior  of  the  country,  as  far  as  the 
river  Don,  near  Inverury.  In  the  year  1795,  a  fund  having  been 
raised  by  subscription,  in  shares  of  L.50  each,  an  act  of  parliament 
was  obtained,  constituting  the  subscribers  into  a  company,  by  the 
name  of  **  The  Company  of  Proprietors  of  the  Aberdeenshire  Canal 
Navigation.*'  By  that  act,  they  were  authorised  to  conduct  the  un- 
dertaking, under  certain  rules  and  conditions,  and  according  to  a  plan 
which  had  been  previously  designed ;  and  to  levy  certain  tolls  and 
duties  upon  all  goods  and  commodities  transported  upon  the  canal, 
as  a  consideration  for  the  expense  which  would  necessarily  attend  its 
execution.  In  the  course  of  conducting  this  undertaking,  the  com- 
pany experienced  many  difficulties,  arising  chiefly  from  their  limited 
funds,  which,  at  first,  were  by  no  means  adequate  to  the  expense  of  a 
work  of  such  magnitude ;  and  they  were  obliged  to  apply  to  par- 
liainent,  in  the  year  1801,  for  another  act  to  enable  them  to  raise  ad- 
ditional funds  for  carrying  on  the  work,  in  which  considerable  pro-v 
gress  had  been  made.  But,  although  they  procured,  under  this  last 
act,  a  considerable  sum,  yet  it  fell  short  of  the  expense  requisite  for 
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completing  the  undertaking,  or  of  rendering  the  canal  navigable. 
They  were,  therefore,  necessitated  to  borrow  money  for  those  pur- 
poses, and  again  to  apply  to  parliament  for  a  supplemental  act,  for 
enabling  them  to  raise  additional  funds.  These  unavoidable  circum- 
stances, and  the  insufficiency  of  many  of  the  locks,  which  it  was  found 
necessary  to  rebuild,  occasioned  considerable  delay,  and  prevented 
the  canal  from  being  opened  for  navigation  till  the  year  1807.  For 
several  years  afterwards,  the  traffic  upon  it  gradually  increased ;  but, 
after  the  late  peace,  the  returns  from  it  decreased,  owing,  chiefly, 
to  the  general  stagnation  of  trade.  Meanwhile,  although  it  has  not 
been  productive  to  the  proprietors,  it  has  been  found  highly  advan- 
tageous and  of  real  utility  to  that  district  of  the  country  through 
which  it  passes,  by  the  facility  which  it  affords  for  transporting  lime, 
and  other  sorts  of  manure,  as  well  as  coals,  and  goods  of  various  de- 
scriptions, at  an  easy  rate,  into  the  interior  of  the  country.  Indeed, 
the  improvements  that  have  taken  place  in  the  lands  adjacent  to  the 
line,  and  even  beyond  the  point  of  its  terminatioiT,  since  the  canal 
was  opened,  fully  manifest  its  beneficial  effects. 

The  extent  of  the  line  of  the  canal,  from  the  quay  to  the  river 
Don,  is  about  eighteen  and  one-fourth  miles ;  and  the  altitude  sur- 
mounted, from  low  water  mark  to  the  summit  level  at  Stoneywood, 
distant  from  the  harbour  about  five  miles  and  an  half,  is  one  hundred 
and  sixty  eight  feet.  The  average  breadth  of  the  surface  water  is 
twenty  four  feet,  and  its  depth  nearly  four.  The  principal  works 
constructed  upon  it  are  seventeen  locks,  each  of  which  raises  the  na- 
vigation about  ten  feet,  and  is  fifty  seven  feet  in  length,  within  the 
gates ;  five  aqueduct  bridges,  over  considerable  streams  of  water ; 
fifty  six  accommodation  bridges ;  and  twenty  culverts,  for  conducting 
small  rills  and  surface  water,  from  the  high  grounds,-  under  the 
canal.  At  its  extremity,  a  small  village  has  been  raised,  distin- 
guished by  the  name  of  Port  Elphinston,  where  there  is  a  basin  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  craft  employed  in  the  navigation.  By  the 
original  design  of  the  canal,  it  was  intended  to  form  a  communica- 
tion with  the  harbour,  by  means  of  a  tide  lock,  so  as  that  barges 
might  load  or  unload  their  cargos,  alongside  of  vessels ;  but  the  li- 
mited funds  of  the  company,  and  the  scanty  produce  of  the  tolls, 
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have  hitherto  prevented  them  from  accomplishing  that  branch  of 
work,  although  it  was,  at  first,  deemed  to  be  the  moat  essential  part 
of  the  whole.  With  a  view  of  diminishing  the  expense  of  transport- 
ing lime,  coals,  and  other  weighty  articles,  across  the  quay,  to  and 
from  the  barges  in  the  basin,  at  this  place,  rail  ways  were  constructed 
by  the  company,  in  the  year  1816,  at  an  expense  of  upwards  of 
L.250  sterling.  But,  although  two  years  have  elapsed  since  this 
branch  c^  work  was  completed,  none  of  those  who  are  engaged  in  the 
lime  and  coal  trade  have  availed  themselves  of  the  advantage  of  these 
rail  ways,  but  continue  the  former  mode  of  loading  the  barges  with 
lime  and  coal^  by  means  of  wheel  barrows  and  labourers* 

The  expenditure  upon  the  works  of  the  canal,  at  and  previous  ta 
the  31st  of  December,  1808,  were — 

For  Surveys^  Plamij  and  Acta  of  Parliament.... L.2jl54  10  4 

^   Law  Expensea 251  10  O 

^    Land  and  Land  Rents^  and  Danu^^  to  GvoHnds •  9,IM    S  8 

««   tht  exeeutkm  of  die  Eartlien  part  of  the  Canal,  inckidu^  19j917    O  a 
w   conatructing  17  Locks,  5  Aqueducts,  and  56  accommodation  Bridges,  20  Cul« 
yerts,  and  other  works  of  Masonry,  including  superintendence,  manage* 

ment,  and  incidental  ezpences  * t^ ^^.^...^.^m.^^^.^^,.,.^^  1S>438  14  9 

Total  Expcndiliire  at  thia  datte^.*..  L.43,89fi  18  10 

There  are,  at  present,  seventeen  barges  employed  upon  the  canal^ 
and  two  fly  boats,  for  carrying  passengers  betwixt  Aberdeen  and  In- 
verury.  These  last>  which  are  let  from  year  to  year  to  a  tacksman^ 
pass  and  repass  twice  every  day,  during  the  season^from  the  first  day 
of  April  to  the  first  day  of  December.  The  rent,  for  the  year  1818, 
payable  by  the  tacksman,  is  L.275  sterling.  The  tonnage  transported 
upon  the  canal,  for  1817,  and  two  preceding  years,  was  as  follows : — 

BolUqfLime.  BoUs  of  Coals^  TonMo/Jhing.  T<m$  qf  SlaUf.  TcmqfGoods^ 

1815  28,279  4^551i  1,088  875  1^637 

1816  17,982  5fil4^  9^  294  6\6\ 

1817  22,70S  4,958  1,886  5S8>  M4f 

«  «M«iM*BH  .«i^M»«M  aw^^iaMM  J  .1  WWM^M 

G9,g69  \S,Si\  S,VIS  1^97  S>12S 

The  gross  amount  of  the  toll^  for  goods  and  commo^ties  trans- 
ported upon  the  canal^  for  the  year  1817,  was  L.859  19s.  7d. 
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CHAPTER  IL 

Of  the  public  buildings  in  Aberdeenr-^he  Town-house  and  Prtson-^tJie 
Cross^-^he  Record  Ojffke'-^Town^s  Mills — Public  WeUs^  Lamps, 
^c^^^Bridges  of  Dee  and  Don. 

OF  THE  TOWN  HOUSE  AND  PRISON. 

The  earliest  information  which  we  have  obtained  of  the  prison  oc- 
curs in  the  Chamberlain*s  Accounts  of  Scotland  for  the  year  1858, 
when  William  de  Meldrum,  sheriff  of  the  county,  was  allowed,  in  his 
account  with  the  chamberlain,  L.4,  which  he  paid  for  wood,  iron,  and 
other  materials,  used  in  building  the  prison  of  Aberdeen.  In  the 
year  1394,  King  Robert  III.  granted  to  the  burgesses  and  commu- 
nity a  charter,*  dated  20th  of  October,  by  which  he  permitted  them 
to  build  a  tolbooth  and  court  house,  eighty  feet  in  length,  and  thirty 
in  breadth,  in  any  part  of  the  town  except  in  the  middle  of  the  mar- 
ket place.  This  edifice  was  accordingly  soon  afterwards  erected,  on- 
the  north,  side  of  the  Castlegate,  on  the  site  of  the  present  town 
house.  On  the  east  end  of  it  stood  the  old  prison,  on  the  top  of 
which  was  a  small  spire.  In  the  year  1615,  this  part  of  the  fabric 
was  demolished,,  and  a  new  jail  erected  in  its  place,  consisting  of  that 
part  of  the  present  old  work  which  fronts  the  street.  It  consisted  of 
four  vaults  over  each  other,  with  a  platform  roof,  and  battlement ; 
and  the  expense,  being  5000  merks,  was  defrayed  from  the  public 
funds  of  the  town.  In  the  year  16279  a  square  tower  was  erected 
over  this  building,  for  the  basement  of  the  present  steeple^f  which, 
although  small,  is  very  elegant,  and  does  great  credit  to  the  builder* 
It  was  completed)  in  the  course  of  the  two  subsequent  years^  at  the 
expense  of  about  L«1657f  Scottish  money.  In  the  year  17S6,  the 
Old  clock  being  completely  decayed,  a  new  one^  the  workmanship  of 
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Andrew  Diinlop  of  London,  was  provided  in  its  place,  and  the  ex* 
pense  of  it,  being  about  L.lOO  sterling,  paid  from  the  guild  wine 
fund.  It  remained  in  the  steeple  till  the  year  1817,  when  it  was  re- 
placed by  a  new  one,  constructed  by  Mr.  Gartly  of  Aberdeen.  In 
the  course  of  the  year  1704,  a  considerable  addition  was  made  to  the 
prison  by  the  erection  of  three  cells  on  the  north  side,  which  are  ap- 
propriated to  persons  confined  for  crimes ;  and  the  expense  of  this 
work,  being  upwards  of  L.5000,  Scottish  money,  was  defraye^L  from 
the  funds  of  the  treasury.  When  the  mason  lodge  was  erected, 
about  the  year  1755,  two  additional  apartments,  destined  for  those 
who  are  under  confinement  for  debts,  and  some  other  accommoda- 
tion, were  added  to  the  east  end  of  the  prison ;  and  the  entry,  which 
was  formerly  from  the  east,  was  altered  to  the  south,  where  a  stair^ 
with  a  double  flight  and  a  porch,  was  built,  serving  as  an  entry  to 
the  court  room,  as  well  as  to  the  jail.  In  this  part  of  the  building, 
over  the  entry  to  the  Lodge  Walk,  is  a  room,  or  repository,  for  pre- 
serving the  valuable  public  archives  belonging  to  the  corporation^ 
with  the  council  registers  downward  from  the  year  1S98,  church 
registers,  public  accounts,  and  many  papers  of  moment  regarding 
the  afiairs  of  the  town.  This  room  is  formed  upon  a  stone  arch, 
and  is  vaulted  above.  It  is  well  adapted  for  the  purpose,  being  free 
from  dampness^  and  the  records  are  deposited,  with  the  greatest  re- 
gularity^ in  presses  of  the  most  improved  construction,  disposed 
around  the  room ;  and,  to  guard  against  accident  from  fire,  the  door 
and  window  shutters  are  formed  of  iron. 

The  prison  now  consists  of  the  following  apartments : — ^One  room^ 
fronting  the  street,  appropriated  to  burgesses  of  guild  under  confine- 
ment for  debt,  being  thirteen  feet  six  inches  by  eleven,  and,  in  height 
to  the  top  of  the  arch,  eleven  feet.  The  room  backward  is  eleven 
feet  three  inches  by  eleven  feet  eight  inches,  and  of  the  same  height 
with  the  former.  In  the  old  work  there  is  a  low  room,,  fifteen  feet  by 
eight,  and  eleven  feet  high ;  and,  over  it,  another  room,  fifteen  feet 
by  fourteen  feet  eight  inches*  The  stock  room  above  is  fifteen  feet 
square ;  and  the  long  room  twenty  three  feet  eight  inches  by  eleven 
feet,  having  no  fire  place.  In  this  room  all  the  prisoners  are  per- 
mitted to  walk,  in  the  day  time,  unless  where  their  misbehaviour  or 
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particular  circumstances  prevent  that  indulgence  from  being  granted. 
There  are  also  two  other  rooms,  hut  one  of  them  is  a  dungeon,  having 
no  fire  place  in  it,  nor  any  light.  In  these  wretched  apartments 
there  are  generally  from  forty  to  fifty  persons  lodged,  on  an  average^ 
during  the  whole  year ;  but,  at  present,  there  are  only  fifteen  debtors 
and  eight  delinquents  under  confinement,  besides  an  indigent  lunatic. 
There  are  no  convicts  in  the  jail,  the  whole  persons  of  that  descrip- 
tion having  lately  effected  their  escape  by  breaking  the  prison. 

Although  the  abridgement  of  personal  liberty  hath  ever  been  held 
to  be  one  of  the  most  odious  restrictions  upon  the  rights  of  mankind, 
yet  disorders  inseparable  from  society  render  it  indispensably  neces- 
sary to  impose  restraint  upon  those  who  have  ofiended  against  the 
laws  of  their  country,  for  preventing  escape  from  justice :  and  when 
debtors  refuse  to  pay  the  just  demands  of  their  creditors,  or  are,  per- 
haps, not  in  a  situation  to  do  so,  they  must  submit  to  close  confine- 
ment, which  the  law  authorises.  For  many  ages,  such  was  the  inat- 
tention or  inhumanity  of  our  legislators,  and  still  more  of  those  who 
were  entrusted  with  the  execution  of  the  laws,  that  the  preparatory 
act  of  commitment  for  trial  was  often  the  severest  of  all  punish- 
ments. The  feelings  of  humanity  in  this  respect  never  were  roused 
till  loudly  called  forth  by  the  benevolent  Howard^  who,  by  his  indefa- 
tigable exertions,  and  by  the  suggestions  of  his  wisdom,  at  length 
accomphshed  the  amelioration  and  improvement  of  the  national 
prisons  and  hospitals,  which  were  the  favourite  objects  of  his  pur- 
suits. In  almost  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  the  old  jails  have 
been  demolished,  and  new  ones  erected  upon  improved  plans,  each 
vieing  with  another  in  point  of  magnificence,  and  also  in  accommoda- 
tion, as  far  as  consistent  with  restraint,  to  the  unfortunate  persons 
for  whom  they  are  designed.  Far  otherwise  is  the  state  of  the  jail 
of  Aberdeen.  It  is  almost  a  loathsome  dungeon,  inconvenient,  and 
deprived  of  light  and  proper  air,  having  neither  ventilator,  water 
pipe,  or  any  means  by  which  the  prisoners  can  be  relieved  from 
noxious  vapours.  There  is,  however,  a  prospect  of  these  grievances 
being  remedied.  A  new  court  house  and  jail  were  projected,  some 
years  ago,  to  be  built  at  the  expense  of  the  town  and  the  county, 
and  an  act  of  parliament  obtained,  authorising  the  execution  of 
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this  undertaking,  according  to  a  plan  which  has  been  adopted. 
The  work  is  commenced,  and  the  situation  of  prisoners  will,  in  a 
short  time,  be  rendered  much  more  comfortable  than  it  has  hither- 
to been.  In  the  mean  time,  the  humanity  of  Mr.  Brown,  the 
jailor,  is  exercised  in  attending  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  prison,  the 
walls  of  which  are  frequently  washed  with  lime  and  water.  Some 
years  ago,  a  benevolent  citizen  bequeathed  a  sum  of  money  for  pro- 
viding a  salary  of  L.50  sterling,  yearly,  to  a  chaplain,  for  performing, 
every  Sunday,  the  necessary  ordinances  of  religion  to  the  prisoners, 
and  for  attending  such  of  them  as  had  occasion  for  spiritual  conso- 
lation. 

The  prisoners  are  at  liberty  to  purchase,  where  they  please^ 
their  own  provisions,  which  are  brought  to  them  by  the  jailor's 
servants ;  and  admittance  can  be  obtained  to  the  prison  three  times 
a  day,  both  in  summer  and  winter  Mr.  Alexander  Brown  is  the 
present  jailor,  and  his  salary,  which  is  about  L.lOO  sterling,  is  paid 
to  him  by  the  magistrates  erf  Aberdeen,  from  the  public  funds  under 
their  management.  His  jail  fees  from  debtors  are  sixpence  sterling 
each  night,  but  those  who  are  burgesses  of  guild  pay  one  half  only. 

The  town  house  has  undergone  many  alterations  and  improve- 
ments since  it  was  originally  erected.  In  the  year  1670,  the  present 
court  room  was  fitted  up,  and  a  part  of  the  front  wall  modernised ; 
and,  in  1729f  an  addition  of  thirty  feet  was  made  to  the  west  end  of 
the  building,  for  the  purpose  of  a  stair-case.  About  the  year  1750^ 
the  town  hall  was  projected,  over  the  court  room  and  clerk's  chamber, 
and  the  whole  front  wall  of  the  edifice  made  uniform,  and  of  the 
same  height.  This  room  was  elegantly  finished,  according  to  the 
fashion  of  the  time,  being  forty  six  feet  eight  inches  long,  twen^ 
nine  feet  broad,  and  eighteen  feet  high  in  the  roof,  including  the  al- 
cove. It  has  five  large  windows  in  front,  and  is  ornamented  with  a 
chimney  piece  of  variegated  marble,  executed  in  Holland.  Over  it  is 
a  fine  perspective  view  of  the  town,  taken  from  the  hill  of  Torrie,  on 
the  south  side  of  the  river,  by  Mr.  William  Mosman,  landscape 
painter,  about  the  year  1756.  On  the  back  wall  are  an  original  fall 
length  picture  of  Queen  Anne,  by  Sir  Godfrey  Knelier^  and  a  half 
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length  of  George  I.  At  the  upper  end  are  full  length  pictures  of  the 
Earl  of  Findlater,  and  his  Countess,  a  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Hope- 
to\m,  in  their  parliament  robes,  by  Alexander.  The  hall  is  solely  ap- 
propriated to  the  occasional  meetings  of  the  magistrates  and  town 
council;  and,  on  public  occasions,  it  is  brilliantly  illuminated  by 
three  superb  cut  crystal  chandeliers,  with  double  branches,  and 
twelve  crystal  sconces  on  the  side  walls.  In  the  upper  part  of  this 
building,  on  the  west  end,  is  the  town's  armoury,  in  which  are  depo- 
sited about  three  hundred  stand  of  muskets,  a  very  ancient  coat  of 
mail,  the  standard  carried  by  the  citizens  at  the  battle  of  Harlaw,  of 
rude  workmanship^  and  some  other  warlike  instruments ;  with  the 
axe  of  the  machine,  known  by  the  name  of  the  "  Maiden^''  which,  in 
times  of  old,  was  used  for  decapitating  criminals ;  also  the  furniture 
of  the  provost's  charger,  whesn  he  attended,  as  commissioner  for  the 
town,  the  coronation  of  King  Charles  L  at  Edinburgh.  The  town 
house,  prison,  and  mason  lodge,  on  the  east  end,  combine,  in  one 
mass,  a  buildings  by  no  means  inelegant,  or  deficient  of  symmetry. 

OP  TH£  CROSS  OF  ABERDEEN. 

The  cross,  and  the  pavement  formerly  used  as  the  exchange,  are 
immediately  opposite  to  the  town  house.    The  former  is  a  hexagonal 
structure,  of  Grecian  architecture,  about  eighteen  feet  high  to  the 
top  of  the  balustrade.    In  the  centre  of  it  there  rises  an  elegant  co- 
lumn, about  twelve  feet  six  inches  high,  ornamented  with  a  wreath  of 
thistles  around  it,  having  a  Corinthian  capital,  surmounted  by  a  uni- 
corn, bearing  on  its  breast  a  shield,  with  a  lion  rampant.     The  en- 
try to  the  building  is  from  the  north,  by  a  door  which  gives  access  to 
a  stair  in  the  inside,  leading  to  the  platform,  where  proclamations  a^e 
commonly  read.     The  extreme  breadth  of  each  side  of  the  fabric, 
from  angle  to  angle,  is  ten  feet ;  and  on  each  of  the  six  angles  is 
placed  a  column,  the  centre  of  which  is  on  the  extremity  of  the  side. 
The  diameter  of  the  building,  from  the  outside  of  one  column  to 
that  of  the  other  on  the  opposite  side,  is  twenty  one  feet.     The  co- 
Ijmms  are  of  the  Ionic  order,  nine  feet  high,  and  their  capitals  exe- 
cuted in  the  ancient  style.    On  each  side  of  those  columns  are  pilas- 
ters, formed  by  a  small  recess  in  the  wall,  seven  inches  and  an  half 
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broad,  and  five  feet  high,  including  their  impost  mouldings.  Over 
these  are  arches,  being  segments  of  circles,  with  architrave  mouldings. 
The  entablature  above  is  formed  of  twelve  sides,  each  of  the  angles 
of  which  rests  on  the  top  of  the  column,  the  other  on  the  middle  of 
the  side  below,  and  their  weighty  projections  are  supported  by 
trusses.  The  architrave,  frieze,  and  cornice,  being  very  neat,  are  two 
feet  high,  and  the  frieze  is  richly  ornamented  with  foliage,  but  not 
swelled,  as  is  common  in  the  Ionic  order.  In  the  frieze,  over  each 
of  the  columns,  is  the  head  of  a  dog,  or  other  animal,  projecting,  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  off  the  rain  water  from  the  top  of  the  build- 
ing. Over  the  cornice  is  placed  a  ballustrade,  or  close  pannelling, 
divided  into  twelve  compartments,  each  having  a  handsome  mould- 
ing. In  the  one  fronting  the  west  are  placed  the  arms  of  the  town 
of  Aberdeen,  finely  cut  in  stone ;  and  in  the  five  following,  on  the 
south,  are  disposed,  in  their  order,  quarter  length  effigies  of  James  I. 
II.  III.  IV.  and  V.  kings  of  Scotland.  In  the  compartments  front- 
ing the  east,  the  royal  arms  of  Scotland  are  placed ;  and  in  the  five 
remaining  ones  are  also  disposed,  in  order,  quarter  lengths  of  Queen 
Mary,  James  VI.  Charles  I.  Charles  II.  and  James  VII. ;  the  four 
last  sovereigns  being  successively  kings  of  Great  Britain.  All  these 
effigies  are  cut  in  high  relief,  in  stone,  and  each  has  an  oval  wreath 
as  a  frame.  The  countenances  of  the  latter  sovereigns  are  said  to 
bear  a  strong  resemblance  to  the  best  pictures  of  them  which  are 
still  preserved,  and  a  family  likeness  may  be  traced  through  the 
whole.  At  all  times  the  cross  has  been  regarded  as  a  very  elegant 
structure,  and  an  ornament  to  the  town.  The  body  of  the  building 
is  formed  of  groined  arches,  and  under  these  are  four  small  cells, 
used  by  huxters  frequenting  the  market  place.  It  was  erected  by 
John  Montgomery,  mason,  of  Old  Rain,*  in  the  year  1686,  in  place 
of  the  ancient  cross,  which  was  then  demolished.  For  completing 
this  piece  of  work,  the  architect  received  the  sum  of  L.lOO  sterling, 
paid  from  the  guild  wine  funds.  'At  present  it  is  very  much  in  want 
of  repair,  particularly  in  the  base  courses. 

The 
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The  pavement,  on  the  west  side  of  the  cross,  was  laid  down  about 
the  year  1752,  and  long  used  as  an  exchange  and  place  of  resort  of 
tbe  citizens,  both  for  transacting  business,  and  for  recreation.  It  is 
formed  of  square  dressed  granite,  raised  two  steps  above  the  level  of 
the  street,  is  eighty  four  feet  long,  and  fifty  seven  broad.  Of  late 
years,  since  the  institution  of  public  reading  rooms,  this  place  is  less 
frequented. 

OF  THE  RECORD  OFFICE. 

This  edifice  is  situated  in  the  east  end  of  the  Castlegate,  was 
raised  in  the  year  1779,  and  designed  as  a  general  repository  for  the 
public  records  of  the  town  and  the  county  of  Aberdeen.  The  ma- 
gistrates and  council,  as  well  as  the  gentlemen  of  the  county,  im- 
pressed with  a  conviction  of  the  utility  of  such  a  building,  and  to 
promote  the  design,  voted,  at  different  times,  various  sums  from  the 
public  funds,  towards  defraying  the  expense  of  this  work ;  but  a 
considerable  part  of  the  money  was  raised  by  voluntary  subscription. 
It  is  a  plain  building,  devoid  of  ornament,  and  very  ill  constructed 
for  a  work  of  so  much  importance  to  the  public  at  large :  nor  is  it 
adapted  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  originally  designed, 
being  damp,  and  deprived  of  a  proper  current  of  air ;  and  the  inte- 
rior walls  have  been  very  superficially  plastered,  without  lath.  The 
consequence  has  been,  that  many  valuable  papers,  deposited  in  it 
by  the  sheriff"  clerk,  are  spoiled  and  in  a  perishing  condition.  In 
the  ground  floor  are  four  apartments,  one  of  which  is  occupied  by 
him  as  a  public  office,  and  some  of  the  other  apartments  as  reposi- 
tories for  the  records  under  his  charge.  The  floor  above  is  laid  out 
as  a  public  hall,  which  is  occasionally  used  for  meetings  of  the 
gentlemen  of  the  county,  of  the  justices  of  the  peace,  when  asr 
fiembled  as  judges  in  the  small  debt  court,  and  also  of  the  society  of 
advocates,  who  keep  their  library  in  it. 

OF  THE  TOWN'S  MILLS. 

There  are  five  com  mills  belonging  to  the  treasury  of  Aberdeen, 
four  of  which  were  among  the  earliest  branches  of  property  pos- 
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sessed  by  the  communitj.  Two  of  those  are  situated  Within  the  town» 
and  are  known  by  the  names  of  the  Oer  and  Nether  mills ;  other 
two,  distinguished  by  the  name  of  Justice  mills,  stand  near  to  the 
south  west  precincts  of  the  town ;  and  the  fifth  is  situated  at  Bux- 
burn,  about  four  miles  to  the  n(Hrth  west  of  Aberdeen.  In  ancient 
times,  these  mills  were  considerable  objects  of  rerenue  to  the 
treasury,  and  generally  let,  from  time  to  time,  on  a  lease  <^  three 
years,  in  consideration  of  a  grassum  paid  by  the  tenant,  and  an  an- 
nual rent  to  the  treasurer.  About  the  year  1575,  all  these  mills,  ex- 
cept the  last,  were  granted,  in  feu,  to  GUbert  Menzies  of  Cowli^  for  a 
debt  of  six  hundred  merks,  due  to  him  by  the  community,  and  for 
an  yearly  feu  duty  of  eighteen  merks  for  the  two  mills  within  the 
town,  and  ten  merks  for  Justice  mills.  These,  however,  were  fortu- 
nately redeemed  by  the  treasurer  from  Mr.  Menzies,  in  the  year 
15i96;  but  for  this  redemption  the  treasurer  was  obliged  to  pay  him 
five  thousand  merks*  in  money,  as  we  have  already  had  occasion  to 
notice  in  another  branch  of  this  work.  Since  that  time  they  have 
remained  the  property  of  the  treasurer,  are  let  on  a  lease  generally 
for  three  years,  and  produce  yearly  about  L.6(X)  or  L.700  sterling  a£ 
i:ent  In  the  ye«r  1621,  a  new  com  miU  was  projected  by  an  engi- 
neer, to  be  constructed  within  the  flood  mark,  q^qftosite  to  the  ShcMce* 
brae,  the  machinery  of  which  was  to  be  driven  by  tbe  tide ;  but»  al- 
though considerable  sums  were  expended  in  erecting  dam  dykes» 
and  in  buildiing  the  mil]*  the  ui^dertaking  seems  to  hare  completely 
failed,  and  the  works  were  flowed  to  fim  to  decay.  Not  many  yean 
ago^  the  reiaains  of  the  dam  dykes  were  to  be  observed  ajt  low  watery 
but  these  are  now  wholly  removed. 

In  the  time  of  Alexander  II.  a  wind  miU  had  been  constructed  oil 
an  eminence  on  the  south  side  of  the  town,  and  continued;  for  many 
ages,  to  be  employed  in  grinding  grain  for  the  inhalatants ;  bu^  to- 
wards the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century,  the  mlD,  and  ground  be- 
longing to  it,  were  sold  by  the  treasurer,  and  its  site  is  now  converted 
to  other  purposes.  This  spot  of  ground  was  celebrated  for  being,  in 
ancient  times,  the  theatre  where  tbe  citizens  exhibited  their  dramas 
and  plays,  and  exercised  theu*  paetioMi  aad  amuseneats^  according 
to  the  custom  of  the  age. 
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About  the  ye^r  1602,  a  similar  mill  was  rused  upon  the  Heidings 
hill,  or  Pent  biU,  in  consequence  of  an  act  of  the  town  counciT;*  but 
it  seems  to  hare  been  used  for  a  very  short  time,  and  to  have 
been  allowed  to  fall  to  ruins.  No  vestiges  of  the  building  now 
remain. 

OP  THE  PUBLIC  WELLS,  &c. 

No  article  is  more  essential  to  the  comfort  and  conrenience 
of  the  inhabitants  of  a  large  town  than  that  of  fresh  water ;  and 
no  place  in  the  kingdom  has  a  better  opportunity  of  being  supplied 
with  water  than  Aberdeen^  there  being  abundance  of  springs  in  its 
nei^bourhood,  at  the  command  of  the  incorporation.  As  early  as 
the  year  16SS,  a  scheme  was  proposed  by  the  magistrates  for  bringing 
water  into  the  town,  by  means  of  leaden  pipes.  It  received  the 
•anction  of  the  citizens,  assembled  in  a  head  court ;  and  the  incorpo- 
rated trades  voluntarily  agreed  to  contribute  otie  thousand  merks  to* 
wards  the  expense  of  the  undertaking,  and  to  bear  their  proporticna 
cf  the  money  to  be  assessed  for  that  purpose,  along  with  the  other 
inhabitants.  An  act  of  the  privy  Council  was  thereupon  obtained, 
sanctioning  the  assessment,  but  the  civil  commotions  in  the  nation 
having  soon  afterwards  commenced,  the  scheme,  it  would  seem,  had 
been  relinquished.  In  the  year  168^  a  similar  proposal  was  intro* 
duced  to  the  citizens,  but  it  dkl  not  meet  with  a  cordial  reception. 
They  declined  to  submit  to  an  assessment  for  the  expense  of  cariying 
on  the  work^  and  the  matter  was  allowed  to  drop.f 

About  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century,  the  inhabi- 
tants appear  to  have  been  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  a  supply 
of  spring  water,  and  of  the  expediency  of  contributing  towards  the 
expence  of  bringing  it  into  the  town.  Accordingly,  in  the  year 
1706,  they  readily  acceded  to  the  plan  which  was  proposed  by  the 
magistrates,  and  agreed  to  an  assessment  for  that  purpose.  The 
money  necessary  for  accomplishing  this  desirable  object  was,  in  the 
first  place,  to  be  paid  from  the  public  funds  under  the  administra- 
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tion  of  the  council ;  but  to  be  repaid  by  yearly  instalments,  which, 
as  well  as  the  annual  expense  of  the  establishment,  were  to  be  raised 
by  assessments  on  the  inhabitants.  In  a  short  time,  the  springs  of 
Cardenhaugh  were  collected  into  a  small  reservoir  near  that  place ; 
hence  the  water  was  conducted,  by  leaden  pipes,  to  a  cistern,  or  weU, 
in  the  Castle-street,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants.*  This  cistem,^ 
which  is  of  very  neat  workmanship,  is  surmounted  by  a  brass  statue^ 
St  feet  high,  from  which  the  water,  on  days  of  rejoicing  in  former 
times,  was  made  to  play.  Some  years  ago,  it  was  removed  from  its 
original  position,  in  the  middle  of  the  street,  to  the  east  end  of  it, 
where  it  still  remains.  The  expense  attending  the  execution  of  this 
undertaking,  at  Michaelmas,  1712,  was  L.1571  5s.  74^d.  sterling,  as 
appears  from  the  treasury  accounts.  The  inhabitants  having  expe- 
rienced the  benefit  of  the  supply  of  water  thus  afforded  them,  other 
springs  were  collected  and  added  to  the  former,  and  small  cisterns 
were  built  in  the  principal  streets,  by  which  means  they  were 
abundantly  supplied.  The  population  of  the  town  having  consider- 
ably increased  in  the  course  of  sixty  years,  it  became  necessary  to 
have  an  additional  supply  c^  this  article.  In  the  year  1766,  it  was 
resolved  by  the  magistrates  to  bring  in  water  from  the  fountain  near 
the  mill  of  Gilcomston,  and  to  m^e  improvements  upon  th^  con- 
duits,  and  in  the  mode  of  distributing  it  through  the  town-  Ac- 
cordingly, a  large  reservoir  was  erected  in  the  Broadgate,  and  a  small 
one  in  the  Green,  for  receiving  the  water  from  the  foimtains.  f  From 
those  reservoirs  it  was  distributed  into  the  small  cisterns,  which,  hav* 
ing  formerly  run  night  and  day,  were  now  provided. with  stop  cocks, 
and  the  number  of  these  were  increased.  Since  the  year  1795,  this 
branch  of  public  economy,  formerly  under  the  administration  of 
the  magistrates,  has  been  conducted  by  thirteen  commissioners,  ap- 
pointed in  consequence  of  an  act  of  parliament  passed  in  that  year, 
but  now  expired ;  and,  from  time  to  time,  very  considerable  improve- 
ments have  been  made  upon  the  conduits,  and  in  the  mode  of  distri- 
buting the  water,  which  is  now  abundant  at  all  seasons.  After  sup- 
plying 
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plying  the  inhabitants^  a  large  stream  of  limpid  water  runs  down  the 
Broadgate  for  many  hours,  day  and  night,  from  the  overflowing  of  the 
.  cistern  there,  which,  generally  contains  about  five  hundred  hogsheads. 
The  produce  of  the  springs  on  the  high  course,  in  winter,  when  at 
the  fullest,  is  from  fifty  five  to  sixty  gallons  a  minute :  when  at  the 
lowest,  in  a  dry  season,  fifteen  gallons.  The  Gilcomston  spring  dis- 
charges from. seventy  to  seventy  five  gallons  a  minute,  at  the  fullest; 
and^  in  a  dry  season,  from  twenty  five  to  twenty  seven  gallons.  Be- 
sides the  supplies  from  these  fountains,  the  incorporation  has  a  right 
to  a  spring  on  the  lands  of  Hazlehead,  about  three  miles  distanl^ 
which  discharges  about  sixty  gallons  a  minute  in  winter,  and  about 
twenty  two  in '  a  dry  season^  It  has  long  been  in  contemplation 
to  bring  the  water  flowing  from  this  spring  into  the  town,  for  the 
accommodatioh  of  private  families,  on  the  plan  adopted  in  Edinburgh 
and  Glasgow ;  but  this  iitipOTtant  object'  has  not  yet  been  attained. 

Under  the  direction,  of  the,  above-mentioned  commissioners  the 
public  lamps  of  the  town  are  also  placed.  These  were  first  intro- 
duced into  Aberdeen  in  the  year  1721,  and  were  lighted,  for  many 
years,  with  rapeseed  oil.  In  1742,  the  number  of  the  whole  was 
only  fprty  nine,  but,  some  years  afterwards,  they  were  augmented  to 
seventy.  They  were  originally  constructed  of  square  lead  or  brass 
frames,  fiUed  up  with  common  glass ;  but,  in  place  of  these,  crystal 
globes  were  introduced  about  the  year  1751,  and  the  lamps  were 
lighted  with  whale  Oil.  *  The  expense  of  those  different  branches,  and 
of  paving,  and  keeping  the  streets  in  repair,  is  defrayed  by  an  annual 
assessment  of  one  shilling  in  the  pound  of  the  rent  of  dw,eUing 
houses  and  shops ;  and  the  whole  establishment  is  under  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  above-mentioned  commissioners,  who  are  biennially 
elected,  from  those  inhabitants,  whose  rents  amount  to  L.IO  and 
upwards.  Five  of  the  old  commissioners  are  continued  at  every 
election,  and  the  other  eight  elected  by  those  whose  house  rents 
amount  to  L.5  and  upwards.  This  election  did  not,  at  any  time, 
greatly  interest  the  generality  of  the  citizens ;  nor  did  the  mode  of 
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conducting  it»  which  was  by  signed  lists^  possess  all  the  advantages 
which  could  have  been  wished  for.  On  several  occasions,  it  did  not 
give  general  satisfaction ;  but  the  complaints  were  few,  and  the  pub- 
lic are  much  indebted  to  those  who  have  so  long  and  disinterestedly 
taken  the  burthen  of  this  important  trust,  and  discharged  it  with  so 
much  fidelity. 

Among  other  works  of  public  utility,  the  commissioners  have 
erected,  at  the  Gallowhills,  a  magazine,  or  repository,  for  receiving 
gunpowder  imported  into  the  town  by  dealers  in  that  article,  as,  by 
the  act  of  parliament,  four  libs,  only  can  be  kept  in  any  shop,  at  one 
time^  in  the  way  of  being  retailed.  The  expense  of  this  building 
was  upwards  of  L.S20,  defrayed  from  the  ordinary  assessment. 

The  commissioners,  since  the  commencement  of  the  act,  have 
been  in  the  practice  of  publishing  states  of  their  accounts  annually, 
which  satisfactorily  shew  the  receipt  and  expenditure  of  the  money 
under  their  administration.  The  following  is  an  abstract  of  their  ac- 
count for  the  year  from  SOth  March,  1816,  to  dlst  March,  1817  :*— 

MONEY  KBCEIVED  DURING  THE  YEAIL 


of  kstyear) 


To  Cbsk  Morivod  fcr 

To  C«h  veoehrcd  for  Ihmg,  (iiidadii«  L.1SS  Ifii^  6d. 

To  Cash  received  for  Ughting  Private  Lamps 

To  Cash  received  fiv  Fines  and  Brdcen  Lamps 


LI9S7    3 
6M    5 

H 
6 

44  IS 

0 

S    7 

0 

Sum  total  received  » 

EXPENDrrUBS. 

By  Salaries  to  IVeasaret  and  Clerk,  Overseer,  Siqperintendeiits,  Sbofe  Povten  tta: 

L.1S7    S  6 

64    2  O 

5  16  10 

96    ft  6 

964  19  5 

Ml  17  5i 

726    6  5 


L«)17    3    7i 


Fire  Engines,  te.  '  • 

By  Printing  and  Stationary,  and  Rent  of  CommittBe  Boon,  &a 
By  Incidental  Charges  -  •  . 

By  Cash  expended  on  Wdls  and  Water  Coarse  « 

By  Cash  paid  expense  of  Public  Lamps 

Da  of  repair  of  Streets,  &c 

Do.  of  cleaning  do.  and  removing  Dong        « 

Sum  total  expended 

Super-expended 
Besides  Interest  to  Commercial  Bank,  for  Money  advanced  • 

Total  super-expenditure  during  the  year       m  m 


8186    7    li 

L.1 68  18    6 
75     8  10 


L.244 


7    4 
FrcA 
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Fran  SUt  March  to  Sl«t  July^  1817>  theta  wm  reomed  fbr 

Lamps,  the  sum  of  'v  ■  • 

And  expended  •  •  • 


Ijtmag,  to  bt  acootmled  for,  a  Balance  of 


Dwng,  and  IVivatc 

L.1022  18    6^ 

992    1    4 


UdQ  17    4 


GENERAL  ABSTRACT  ^  the  Total  B£CEIPT  and  EXPENDITURE  dnriig  th«  period 
ham  Jaw,  179^^  the  ceaneneeneiit  of  the  Aet,  till  Slit  Mj,  1»17>  when  it  eipired. 


MBCBIPT. 


«•        received  for  Dui^        4664    4    9& 
««       doe  the  Bank       •      1372  14  10 


Total  IkMived     L.ao>964    5    ^ 


BZFBVDfTOBa* 

BfCash  paid  expense  of  ebtainii^  the  Act  of 
VmOmmt  •  L.690    2    6 

«%  floadries,  paving  and  re- 
pairing the  Streets        -  5088  19  10 

«*    expense  oa  Street  Lamps   12,489  17    5 

0^  furpmsi  of  bijnghy  into 
town  an  additional  mppij  of 
water,  by  the  new  cast  iron 
inaitt  on  the  high  coarse         2144i    9    9 

^    anndrks,  Inteiett         m       WtS    2  21 

'^    sandjdes,  Sakriea     •  8749    ^    7 

«%    expense  of  building  the  Gun- 
powder Magaslne,&  Repairs     326    S    41 

^  sundrfaa  for  Gtnond  taken 
tnitidsttStreetaandLanea       480  14    I 

*«    sundry  MisceUaneoua  Ac- 
counts and  petty  Charges        1570  18    1 

^    expense  en  WsBaand  Water 

«  •       4922  16  10| 


Total  Expenditure       L.80;9^8    7  10|' 
Bdaaceifr  Treasurer's  Hands        80  17    4 

1 1  III   I  ■— ^*i— » 

LJO,064    5    <i 


Th*  Floating  Deb*,  (Indndh^  L.1S7S  148.  tOA  dneto  Ae  Btnk,  ardxrve,  ftr  wWdi  tbe  IK« 
Mciw»o(mndcr«]keCMMiaiMidMi%  as  Bq^MMntatiMfofOePaUk^paDBinUf  boua^odna^ 
AinwWa  maetded,  for  Lamp  Globes,  &&  L.SOO  10s.  Sd)  is,  at  diis  dat^  31st  July,  1817, 
L.1673  58. 


OF  THE  BRIDGE  OF  DEE. 

Tlii0  WW  anumg  the  earliest  and  most  important  works  of  public 
utility,  reared  by  the  hand  of  benevolence,  for  the  advantage  not 

only 


Digitized  by 


Google 


416  AKKALS  OF  ABERDEfiK. 

only  of  the  town  of  Aberdeen,  but  of  the  whole  country,  and  is  a 
lasting  monument  of  the  liberality  bf  the  original  founders.  At  an 
early  period,  the  inhabitants  of  Aberdeen  seem  to  have  experienced 
the  inconvenience  of  passing  the  river  Dee  by  the  common  ferry, 
which,  in  ancient  times,  was  at  the  Craglug,  distinguished,  as  well  as 
the  lands  near  it,  by  the  name  of  Ferry  hill.  About  the  year  1448, 
the  alderman  and  baiUies  designed  a  bridge  over  the  river,  a  little 
above  this  ferry,  and  it  would  seem  that  some  progress  had  been  made 
in  the  undertaking.  They  entered  into  a  contract  with  Mr.  John 
Livingston,  vicar  of  Inverugie,  for  superintending  and  directing  it ; 
and  the  council  and  community  voted  L.20,  to  be  paid  annually,  for 
ten  years,  from  the  public  funds,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  ex-^ 
pense*  of  the  building;  but  what  progress  was  made  in  it  we  have 
not  been  informed.  It  is  probable  that  the  undertaking  was  relin- 
quished by  the  community,  when  it  was  found  to  be  of  too  great 
a  magnitude  for  their  slender  means.  About  the  beginning  of  the 
sixteenth  century,  William  Elphinston,  bishop  of  Aberdeen,  pro- 
jected the  present  bridge,  of  seven  arches,  over  the  river,  distant 
about  two  miles  from  the  town,  and  commenced  the  building,  but  died 
before  the  structure  was  far  advanced.  Bishop  Gavin  Dunbar,  on 
succeeding  to  the  episcopal  see,  recommenced  the  work,  which  had 
remained  neglected  from  the  time  of  the  founder's  death,  and,  in  the 
space  of  a  few  years,  completed  the  building,  upon  his  own  expense. 
Having  accomplished  this  noble  undertaking  about  the  year  1527,  he, 
some  time  afterwards,  delivered  over  the  bridge  to  the  charge  of  the 
magistrates,  council,  and  community,  and,  at  the  same  time,  pre- 
sented to- them  a  grant  of  the  lands  of  Ardlair,f  in  the  parish  of 
Clat,  as  a  fund  for  supporting  the  fabric,  and  for  rebuilding  it  at  any 
future  period,  if  that  should  become  necessary.  They  accepted  this 
munificent  dojiation,  and  in  return  gave  their  obligation,:]r  to  the 

beneficent 


*  Caoncfl  Register,  toL  t.  p.  108. 

f  These  lands  had  been  granted  by  Alexander  Staart,  Earl  of  Mar,  to  the  eaihednd  and  the 
Bishop  of  Aberdeen,  bj  a  charter,  dated  10th  February,  1407. 

%  <<  Curia  balUttoraburgideAbirdententa  in  pretorioeiusdsvu*  die  menfoDecen^^ 
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beneficent  prelate,  to  perform  the  condition  upon  which  the  grant 
had  been  made. 

In  this  age  of  superstition,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  time, 
the  bridge  was  provided  with  a  chapel,  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary, 
erected  on  the  north  end,  that  travellers  who  passed  and  repassed 

8  H  might 


1529,  p  honorabiles  yiros  Alexhn  Ruyfurd,  et  Alexrm  Mexies,  duos  balliuoru  de  Abirden,  pro 
tbunali  seden* 

''  The  said  daj,  in  ye  baike  court  of  je  said  burl,  haldin  in  ye  tolbuit  of  ye  samy,  be  ye  bailzeis 
aboun  writin,  in  pns  of  ane  part  of  ye  counsall  and  nytbours  of  ye  samjF  burght,  cbperit  worschip* 
fiill  derk  Maisf  Robert  Elphinstoun,  psone  of  Eyncardin,  and  Maisf  Aleir  Galloway,  psone  of 
Kynkelly  in  name  and  behalf  of  ane  reuerend  &yir  in  God,  Gawane,  bischqp  of  Abirden,  and  expo« 
nit  and  ibew  openlie  in  plane  court  how  ye  said  reuerend  fiijfr,  one  his  grit  exorbitant  andsumptuuss 
ezpenss,  hadbigit  of  new  anenobilland  substadus  Brig,  dotit  andfinsattWt  all  neoessar,  or  ye  watP 
and  rywer  of  Dee,  rynand  one  ye  aoul  syd  of  ye  said  burt,  for  ye  cteiond  weiU,  and  i^pedalie  for  ye 
Weill  of  ye  burghl  of  Abirden,  qlk  Brig  and  noble  wark  cbpletit  and  endit  substfiduslie  in  all  ne« 
cessar  for  ppetualite  of  ye  samy,  he,  ^  ezpiess  cbsent  and  assent  of  his  deyne  and  cfaaptour  of  ye 
cathederall  kyrk  of  Abirdene,  all  in  ane  voce  and  ^sent  he  had  gewin  to  ye  provost,  bailxeis,  conn- 
saiU,  and  comite  of  Abirden,  togedd  9t  ye  hmdes  of  Ardlar,  Wt  ye  ptinete,  liand  in  ye  schire  of 
C3at,  lordsdup  of  Garreaut,  and  sefiiome  of  Abirden;  and  infeft  yam^  ye  said  pvost,  bailzeis,  ooun- 
aaill,  and  comite,  &  %  sucrs  in  ye  samy  landis,  Wt  ye  ptinete,  be  diartour  and  pcq>t  of  sesing,  in 
dew  forme,  under  his  L.  autentik  seiQ,  and  subscriptionn  manual!  of  his  hand,  cbmond  soil  6£  his 
eaid  chaptoor,  togidd  ^t  ye  subscriptionis  manualis  of  ye  maist  part  of  ye  chanonis  of  ye  said  ca« 
thedersl  kyrk  of  Abirdene,  for^e  ppetuall  meteinii\g,  reparing,  meding,  uphalding,  and,  gif  neid 
beis,  biging  of  new  of  ye  said  Brig,  als  oft  as  it  sail  hapin  it  to  fiull  or  decaid,  in  all  or  in  part,  in  all 
tpxoM  to  cum,  sa  lang  as  ya  or  y  suSrs,  pvest,  baikeis,  counsaiU,  and  comite  peciablie  bruik  ye  said 
lands  of  Ardlar,  on  acoUit  and  ouptenit  firay  ya  be  ye  law.  To  ye  qlk  ye  saids  provost,  baikeis, 
counsail,  and  comite,  had  bunden  and  oblest  ya  and  y  sucrs,  pnt  and  to  cum,  for  ye  tyme,  be  ane 
atetik  band  and  obligadonn,  und  ye  ^mond  seill  and  subscriptionn  of  ye  maist  part  of  yr  handis 
for  ye  tyme,  togidd  ^  ye  subscriptionis  of  diui)^  famous  notars,  in  ye  soUest  forme ;  and  yefi  ye 
Mid  MaisP  Alexr  Galloway,  psone  of  Kynkell,  deliuit  and  or  gaif  ye  said  Brig  frelie,  wt  ye  ptinete, 
to  ane  honorable  txA  Aleir  Ruyfurd,  ane  of  ye  bailzeis  of  ye  said  burt,  sitand  in  iugmet  for  ye 
tyme,  togidd  Wt  ye  actetik  chartour  and  pcept  of  seising  of  the  said  landes  of  Ardlar,  Wt  y  ptinete, 
•aeilit  and  subscriuit,  actSdklie,  as  is  afor  writin;  and  ressauit,  be  ye  handis  of  ye  saids  Aleir  Ruy- 
furd,  ye  actetik  band  and  obligationn  of  ye  said  p  vost,  bailzeis,  counsall,  and  comite,  seiUit  and  sub- 
flcrivit,  in  dew  forme,  as  said  is,  for  ppetual  mSding,  reparing,  ouphalding,  and  biging  of  new  of  ye 
aaid  Brig,  als  oft  as  neid  beis,  as  said  is.  And  yeft  ye  saids  Maisf  Robert  Elphinstoun  and  Aleir  Gal« 
loway,  in  name  and  behalf  of  ye  said  reuerend  fay,  dene,  and  chaptour,  forsaid,  obligit  yame  yat  gif  ye 
aaids  chartour  and  poept  of  sesing  war  not  suffidentlie  maid  and  dilitat  yis  tyme,  to  reform  and  mak 
of  new  ye  same  aye  and  qll  ya  war  fundin  and  cbsiderit  suffidentbe  m€  of  wisdome  and  understand- 
ing ;  and  elikwiss  ye  said  pvost,  bailzeis,  counsall,  and  comite,  forsaid,  oblegit  ya  and  sucrs,  pnt 
and  to  cum,  gif  yar  said  band  and  obligin  be  not  suffident,  to  refonne,  mend,  and  mak  of  new  ye 
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might  hare  an  opportunity  of  exercising  solemn  acts  of  demotion  at 
its  altar,  of  which  Sir  William  Rae  was  chaplain.*  There  belonged 
to  this  institution  a  silver  crucifix,  chalice  of  silver,  an  image  of  the 
Virgin,  over  gilt,  three  embroidered  napkins,  and  other  sacred  uten- 
sils, some  of  which  were  preserved  at  the  Reformation,  when  the 
chapel  was  probably  demolished. 

In  the  year  1592,  the  lands  of  Ardlair  were  sold,  by  the  magis- 
trates and  town  council,  to  John  Leslie  of  Balquhain,  for  the  sum  of 
four  thousand  raerks.  This  money  was  afterwards  applied  towards 
payment  of  the  price  for  which  the  community  had  repurchased 
from  Gilbert  Menzies  of  Pitfoddels  the  feu  of  the  town's  public 
mills,  to  which  he  had,  some  years  previously,  acquired  right.  It 
appears,  however,  f5rom  the  public  accounts,  that  this  money  was 
afterwards  accounted  for,  by  the  treasurer,  to  the  Bridge  of  Dee 
funds,  and  that  these  were  laid  out  at  interest^  and  improved  by  ac« 
cumulation  in  such  a  manner  as  to  enable  the  luiministrators  to  de- 
fray the  expense  of  rebuilding  the  bridge,  and  to  leave  a  consider- 
able surplus  behind.  This  was  again  improved  by  profitable  pur^ 
chases  of  lands,!  ^^^  *^®  benefit  of  the  bridge;  and  a  very  ample 
fund  still  belongs  to  it,  under  the  administration  of  the  town  councD^ 

On  the  south  end  of  this  fabric,  there  was,  in  ancient  times,  a 
porch, 'with  a  watch  tower  over  it,  in  which  the  citizens  mounted 
guard,  in  the  time  of  commotion  in  the  cmmtry,  or  on  the  alarm  of  the 

plague 


samy,  aye  and  qll  it  be  cosiderit  sofficient  be  me  of  Uw  and  understandings  als  oft  as  neid  bm,  An/k 
for^  ye  saids  Maistis  Robert  Elphinstonn  and  Alexr  Galloway  oblegit  y&,  in  name  aiid  bdialf  of  ye 
said  reuerend  fay,  dene,  and  chaptour,  to  deliu  to  ye  said  pvost,  bailzeis,  comisall^  and  comite,  ye- 
hail  pees  of  ye  rcognitionn  of  ye  saids  landis  of  Ardlar,  quhire  ya  war  recognest  fra  mn^tt  Andw 
Elphinstoun,  &c.  togidd  wt  all  instruts  and  documSts  maid  to  ye  said  reuerend  6l%  at  his  pdeee»> 
sours,  of  ye  said  landis,  and  all  uy  euidents  and  documets  decerning  ye  Bamf  landis,  Wtout  onj 
langer  delay." — J^Council  Register,  vok  xii.  p.  734Q 

*  The  patronage  of  this  foundation  belonged  to  the  bishop  of  Aberdeen^  as  pfoptietor  «f  tiis^ 
lands  of  Ruthrieston,  on  which  the  duipel  was  built,  and  which  now  bdong  Id  Alet»  DotU^  Esq*. 

t  Council  Register^  vol.  xxxiv.  p.  7S6.  toL  mxlvi.  p.  T0& 
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plague  spreading  northward,  that  strangersmight  be  prevented  from 
entering  the  town,  without  obtaining  permission.  In  the  time  of  the 
civil  war,  in  the  seventeenth  century,  the  bridge  was  often  a  disputed 
post  by  contending  armies,  a  circumstance  which  we  have  already  had 
occasion  to  notice.  In  the  year  1679,  the  porch  was  ornamented  with 
the  town's  coat  of  arms,  and  that  of  Bishop  Elphinston,  the  original 
founder,  placed  over  it.  About  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury, the  bridge  had  fallen  so  much  into  decay,  that  it  became  neces^ 
sary  to  rebuild  the  greatest  part  of  it,  particularly  the  arches  and  su- 
perstructure. In  the  year  1718,  the  work  was  commenced,  and,  in 
the  course  of  the  four  subsequent  years,  completed,  as  it  stands  at 
the  present  time.'  The  stones  used  in  the  work  were  imported,  by 
sea*  from  Moray,  and  from  the  frith  of  Forth,  which  circumstance 
will  account  for  the  materials  of  which  the  bridge  is  composed  being 
different  in  quality  from  any  in  this  part  of  the  country.  It  was 
finished  on  the  south  end  with  an  elegant  porch  of  dressed  stone,  al-^ 
most  of  the  same  construction  with  the  original  one ;  but,  about  the 
year  1773,  it  was  removed,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  more  conve- 
nient access  to  carriages.  The  bridge  is  a  light  building,  of  seven 
semicircular  ribbed  arches ;  but,  although  it  is  regiilariy  and  sub- 
stantially built,  according  to  the  rules  of  architecture,  there  are  not 
two  of  the  piers  finished,  in  the  upper  part  of  the  parapet,  on  the 
same  parallel  line,  which  can  easily  be  discovered  by  the  eye.*  The 
bridge  was  long  complained  of  as  incommodious  for  modern  wheel- 
carriages,  by  reason  of  its  narrowness,  but  that  has  lately  been  reme- 
died by  certain  improvements  on  the  carriage  way.  The  line  of 
road  to  the  bridge  from  the  north  was  also  indirect  and  inconvenient, 
but,  of  late  years,  the  approach  has  been  made  in  a  direct  line  to  it 
over  the  hollow  grounds,  by  means  of  a  bridge,  which  is  finished  with 
a  handsome  cast^metal  railing.  On  the  south  end,  the  approach 
has  also  been  improved,  and  made  direct,  since  the  tu^pike  road 
was  completed.  In  the  accounts  of  the  master  of  kirk  and  bridge 
works,  made  up  under  the  new  system,  in  the  year  1811,  the 
funda  belonging  to  the  bridge  stood  as  foUows :-« 

T# 
9  n  ft 
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To  the  value  of  the  feu  duties  of  the  lancU  of  Gilcoiiiston,  payable  partly  in  grain  aod  partly  in. 

money'-<-(L.88  yearly)       -  -  -  -  L.I76O    0    O 

^  ditto  of  Uck  of  Mill  of  Gilcomston^  and  Lint  Mill— (L.8  l6s.  8d.  yearly)        -        200    0    a 

^  Feu  duty  Caparstone  -  -  -  « *  I     ft    O 

^  Money  advaAced  to  the  Commutation  Road  Trustees        .  •  •      800    0    0- 


L.S261    2    0 


Since  that  time,  these  funds  have  been  increased,  by  the  accumu^ 
lation  of  interest,  and  may  now  amount  to  about  L.4000. 

OF  THE  BRIDGE  OF  DON. 

This  ancient  fabric  is  also  under  the  charge  of  the  magistrate? 
and  council,  who  are  the  administrators  of  a  considerable  fund  be- 
longing to  it.  Some  of  our  historians  relate,  that  it  was  projected 
by  Bishop  Henry  Cheyne,*  who  was  in  the  episcopal  see  of  Aber- 
deen in  the  end  of  the  thirteenth  century,  and  built  at  his  expense  ; 
but  this  information  must  have  been  founded  entirely  upon  conjec- 
ture, which  shall  be  immediately  shown.  Sir  Alexander  Hay,  one  of 
the  clerks  of  session,  afterwards  lord  derk  register,  by  a  charter,  f  dated 

FebruMy 


*  Prmcipal  Boece^  in  his  Life  of  Bishop  Chejme,  takes  no  notice  of  such  a  work  having  been 
executed  by  him^  although  he  is  very  circumstantial  in  his  account  of  the  erection  of  the  Bridge  of 
Dee  by  Bishops  Elphinston  and  Dunbar^  in  his  account  of  their  lives. — £Boetius  de  FUU  Epis,. 
Abredanen.2 

t  The  foQowing  is  an  extract  taken  from  the  original  Charter^  in  the  archives  of  the  town:-* 

"  Omnibus  banc  eartam  visuris  vd  audituris  Magister  Alexander  Haj,  dericus  senatus  et  oonsi« 
lij  S.  D.  N.  regis  ac  hereditarius  proprietariiis  omnium  terrarum  feudifimarm  et  annuorum  redditum 
dim  ad  capellanos  seu  vicaries  chori  ecclesife  cathedrab's  Aberdonen  speotim  etemam  in  domino  sa* 
hitem  noueritis  me  pro  selo  raotum  In  honorem  Dd  omnipotentiSj  et.  ut  sustineaturpolicia  hujus 
regni,  in  hac  parte^,  Et  quia  annates  testantur  pontem  lapidium  super  aquam  de  Done^  prope  burgum 
de  Aberdene  constructum  fuisse  ex  mandato  et  impensis  Quondam  mvictissimi  prindpis  Robert! 
Brudj^  Scotie  regni  optime  memorie  Regis^  qui  pardm  injuria  temporis  partim  quod  nuUi  proventus 
suppetant  unde  sustineatur  ad  intim  perdud  videtur  £t  quia  plurimum  interest  toti  boreali  parti 
prefati  regni  presertim  dvibus  dicti  burgi  ne  antiquum  illud  monumentum  oorruat  et  ex  alijs  causis 
rationi  consonis  animum  meum  ad  hoc  moven  itaque  d<masse  concessisse  alienasse  et  hac  present! 
carta  mea  confirmasse  Tenorec^  presentium  ddnare  concedere  alienare  et  hac  present!  carta  mea  eoibi 
finnare  preposito,  ballivis^  consulibus,  et  commum'tati  dicti  burgi  de  Aberdene,  et  eorum  successor!* 
bus^  totas  et  integras  firmas  feodifirmarias  et  annuos  redditua  meos  subscriptos  annuatim  leuan  et 
perc^ieo  ad  terminos  cons  de  terris  et  croftis  subscript^  vix,  Annuam  firmam  feudifirmariam  qiuK 
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February  1st,  1606>  granted  to  the  council  and  community  certain 
annuities,  amounting  to  L,S7  8s.  6d.  Scottish  money,  arising  from  va- 
rious crofts  of  land  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Aberdeen,  to  answer  as 
a  fund  for  defraying  the  expense  of  repairing  and  ptherwise  sup- 
porting the  bridge.  These  annuities  had  formerly  belonged  to  the 
chaplains  of  the  cathedral  church  of  Aberdeen,  and  were  acquired  by 
him  subsequent  to  the  Beformation.  In  that  charter,  he  particu- 
larly mentions  that  the  bridge  was  the  noble  work  of  the  renowned 
and  illustrious  King  Bobert  Bruce ;  and  that  he  had  obtained  this 
information  frpm .  certain  annals,  to  which  he  had  had  access. 
This  donation  from  Sir  Alexander  Hay,  being  only  L.2  5s.  S^d.  ster- 
Ung,t  was  the  original  mean  of  raising  thq  present  opulent  fund  be- 
longing 


tuor  decern  Iibnonm  uraalis  monete  regni  Sootie  de  croftis  Bubscriptis  debitam  olim  Mgf  o  Roberta 
Lumtden  de  Clorsth  incuinben  et  nunc  ad  Alezandsrum  Calefi  burgen  de  Abd  hereditarie  QMCtti 
jacen  infira  territorium  ccoftamm  buxgi  de  Aberdeae^  vizi  Una  crofta  vocat  adie.  pingiU  jaoea  inter 
croftam  quondam  Alexandri  Gray  ex  auatrali  croftam  quondam  Johannia  Cheyne  ex  bovali  com* 
munem  viam  r^^iam  ez  oriental!  et  Lie  Cruikedmyre  ex  ocddentali  partibua  ac  alia  crofta  teire  nun- 
cupat  Lie  langrigg  inter  croftam  Alexandri  Kempt  ex  auatrall  croftam  olim  fratribua  predicatoribua 
incnmben  ex  boreali  comun  viam  regiam  ez  orientale  et  dictum  lie  Cruked  myre  ex  ocddentali  par<« 
tibus  Et  alia  crofta  jaoen  prope  domvn  leprosonim  inter  croftam  ad  collegium  regale*  deAberdene 
apeetafi  ez'australi  croftam^  quondam  Johannia  Wisar  exbortfali  oommiinan  viam  regiam  ex  oriantali 
et  lie  Calseymyre  ex  ocddentali  partibua  ac  alia  crofta  prope  lie  Spittellhill  inter  croftam  dictiquon« 
dam  Johannes  Wear  ex  aufitrali  lie  Spittelhill  ex  boreali  communem  viam  regiam  ex  orientali  et  lie 
Calsymyir  ex  ocddentali  partibua  et  aCa  crofta  vocat  fill  ye  cop  per  quondam  Magistrum  Adamum 
Gordoun  fundat  jaoen  prope  lid  theiffia  briggiea  inter,  croftam  Davidii  Mar  ex  auatrali  et  orientali 
partibua  croftam  olim  dictis  ftatribua  predicatoribus  perdfif n  ex  boreali  et  cbem  viam  regiam  ex  oo 
cidentali  partibua  Item  aliam  firmam  feudifirmariam  novem  librarum  monete  predicte  de  terns  quon« 
dam  Magri  Alexri  Galloway,  rectoris  de  Kinkell,  vocat  Cryns  wallis  nunc  Thome  quhyit  naute  bur- 
gen dicti  burgi  incumben  jacen  in  territorio  de  Futtie  infra  libertatem  dicti  burgi*  inter  terras  Davi« 
dis  Andersoun  ex  boreali  terraa  vocat  thrie  Lang  riggia  ex  austral!  fluxum  Maris  ex  ocdden  et  terras 
quondam  Johannis  Mar  ex  ocdden  partibus  Et  de  dictis  terris  vocat  thrie  Lang  rig^  jacen  ex  aus« 
trali  parte  de  lie  auld  wallis  inter  terras  dicti  Davidis  Andersoun  et  terras  Andree  Murray  ex  aus- 
trali  terraa  vocat  Sandilandis  et  terras  Johannia  Mar  ex  boreali  terras  communitatis  de  Abardene  lie 
Linkis  ex  orien  et  terras  dicti  Andree  Murray' ex  occiden  partibus  et  de  dictis  terris  vocat  Sandi« 
landis  Jacen  inter  dietas  terras  vocat  thrie  Lang^  riggis  ex  austniK  terras  Anebee  Murray  ex  boreali 
terras  lie  Linkis  nuncupat  ex  orien  et  terras  dicti  Johannis  Mar  ex  ocdden  partibus  Et  de  terraa 
nuncupat  lie  cuttingis  de  Putties  myre  Jacen  inter  terras  dicti  Atexandri  Cullen  ex  australi  Fnttiea 
myre  ex  boreali  dictas  terras  vocat  lie  Linkis  ex  orien  et  terras  quondam  Willelmi  Fuddis  ex  ocd- 
dentali partibus  ac  de  terris  dicti  quondam  Magri  Alexandri,  jaceii  inter  viam  publicam  vocat  boul«. 
get  ex  boreali  aqueductum  discenden  a  lie  Futties  myir  ex  australi  terras  quondon  domini  de  Baiv 
nijs  ex  ocdden  et  Futties  myir/'  &c. 
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longing  to  iht  bridge.  'The  annuities  which  he  transferred  were 
lent  out  and  improved  at  interest,  under  the  ^direction  of  the  admi- 
nistrators, till  the  year  1709,  when  the  council  having  purchased  the 
lands  of  Easter  Skene,  for  the  b6hoof  of  vaiious  public  institutions 
under  their  administration,  a  certain  portion  of  these  lands  was  appro- 
priated to  the  bridge,  and  the  accuttVulatied  fund  applied,  in  part,  t^ 
the  payment  of  the  price,  fiy  the  rise  in  val6e  of  the  property  which 
had  been  thus  purchased,  the  yearly  revenue  of  this  fund  has  now  In- 
creased to  about  L.600  sterling,  and  the  property  belonging  to  it  is 
estimated  to  be  equal  to  I- 12,0tX)  sterling:  The  structure  Is  fbrmed 
of  one  Oothic  arch,  founded  upon  a  rock  on  each  side  of  the  river, 
Vhere  it  is  narrowest  It  is  Sixty  six  ffeet  ten  inches  wide  at  the 
bottom,  and  thirty  four  feet  six  inches  high  above  the  surface  of  the 
river,  which,  at  ebb  tide,  is  here  nineteen  feet  and  an  half  deep. 
The  bridge  is  so  narrow  that  two  carriages  cannot  pass  upon  it,  and 
i§  become  very  much  decayed ;  besides,  the  approaches  to  it  .from  the 
higher  grounds,  on  each  end,  are  Extremely  incoiivenient,  and  even 
dangerous,  to  loaded  carriages,  ' 

In  ancient  times  it  would  aj)pear  that  the  bridge,  distinguished  by 
the  name  of  Pofgorvrii*  was  provided  with  a  chapel,  for  religious  pur- 
poses, in  the  same  marai&r  as.  the  t^dge  of  Dee^  according  to  the 
custom  of  the  age,  and  was  under  the  Sole  Charge  and  direction  of 
the  magistrates  of  Aberdeen,  In  the  year  1443,  they  voted  the  ad- 
missicm  fees  of  a  burgess  jof  guild  to  be  paid,  to  Sir  William  Ettles, 
the  chaplain,  for  defraying  the  Expense  oi*  repairing  the  bridge  ;  and, 
in  the  year  1605,  the  community  voted  the  siim  of  five  hundred 
merks,  for  the  same  purpose;  f  but  the  donation  from  Sir  Alexander 
Hay,  which  followed  within  a  few  months  after,  supeneded  the  ne» 
cessity  of  levying  this  grant  from  the. citizens. 

As  the  funds  are  now  so  ample,  and  t!he  bridge  only  deserving  to 
be  preserved  as  a  memorable  structure  of  antiquity,  on  account  of  its 

illustrious 


*  It  k  flo  written  in  the  record. 

t  Council  Register,  roL  v.  p.  680.  voL  xlii.  p.  148.  I69. 
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iUufitrious  founder^  it  has  l)een  in  contemplsitiQn  to  appropriate  th^ 
funds  to  the  expense  of  constructing  a  new  bridge  ov^r  the  river,  a 
little  way  below  the  old  one,  so  a$  (o  form  »  connexion  botwixt  £Uon 
turnpike  road  and  the  new  lin«,  inade  oijt  frppi  the  Castlenatreet,  to- 
wards the  Don.  If  thia  project  we5re  accoBiplijjhed,  it  wpnld  ttiidoubtr 
^7  foe  £^  efisential  lulrsntagei  not  only  to  the  iown$  but  to  the  pubUc 
at  large.  The^tuation  of  theoUi  bi^ge  is  extr^m^Iy  pipturesqu^ 
the  left  bank  of  the  river  being  here  a  high  precipice,  oOver/^  with 
woodL  The  preservation  of  ibi  old  fabric  would  be  a  desirable  ob« 
ject ;  and  if  this  were  obtained,  then  the  benevolent  designs  of  the 
origin^  founder  pf  the  very  a^lple  stock  now  belonging  to  it  would 
be  completely  answered  i  while  the  funds^  inpflace  of  beinjg  hoarded 
up  for  no  purpose  whatever,.  woul4  be  usefullv  wd  beneficially  em- 
ployed for  the  advantage  of  the  cpuiihtipity  at  l^rge.      ^ 

y  In  the  'new  system  of  aeeounte  of  the  inaiter  of  khrk  and  bridge 
works,  made  up  in  the  year  1811,  the  funds  belonging  to  the  bridge 
stood  as  follows  : — 

To  5-lOth  parts  of  the  lands  of  Skene^  having  a  revenue^  in  rents  and  feu  duties,  of  .L.226  l6s.  es« 

timated  at  twenty  five  years  purchase  •        -  -  L.5670    0    0 

«%  estimated  value  of  Annuities  granted  by  Sir  Alex.  Hay,  Lord  Clerk  Register       -        45  14    $ 

%%  Debt  due  by  the  Conunutation  Road  Trustees,  for  Road  to  the  Bridge  *  650    0    0 


L.6S65  14    5 


Since  that  time,  the  fund  has  increased,  by  the  accumulation  of 
interest,  and  is  now  conjectured  to  be  about  L.12,000,  as  already 
mentioned* 

DISTILLERY. 

About  the  year  1794,  a  very  extensive  work  for  the  distillation 
from  com,  of  spirits,  for  the  English  market,  was  projected,  near  the 
bridge^  upon  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  and  completed  in  the  end  of 
the  year.  The  great  inducement  for  erecting  it  there  was  the  com- 
mand of  a  water-fall  for  driving  machinery,  upon  the  bank  of  the 
river,  which  is  navigable  for  small  vessels  as  far  up  as  the  bridge.  It 
was  intended  to  distil  annually  the  produce  of  12(X)0  quarters  of  corn. 
The  unfavourable  season  1795,  the  embargo  on  shipping,  and  other 

circumstances^ 
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circumstances,  however,  prevented  the  company  from  consuming 
more  than  8215  quarters,  from  which  spirits  were  distilled,  and  paid, 
upoii  importation  into  London,  L.26,800  sterling  of  duty,  besides 
about  L.1000,  which  had  been  paid  for  the  duty  on  malt.  The  prin« 
cipal  part  of  the  com  was  the  produce  of  Aberdeenshire,  and  the  re- 
mainder was  imported  from  the  adjacent  districts,  the  whole  being 
the  growth  of  Scotland.  In  this  distillery  half  barley  and  half  bear 
were  used,  it  being  found,  by  experience,  that  there  is  more  farina,  or 
saccharine  matter,  in  barley  than  in  bear,  and  it  is  that  only  which 
produces  spirit* 

This  undertaking  was  conducted,  for  several  years,  with  the 
greatest  prospect  of  advantage  to  the  proprietors  ;  but,  owing  to  an 
alteration  having  taken  place  in  the  excise  laws,  and  other  unfavour- 
able circumstances,  it  was  reUnquished.  Part  of  the  works  were  de- 
molished, and  part  of  them  were  afterwards  converted  to  othfer 
purposes* 


*  StAtitfticftl  Account  of  Scotland^  voL.zU.  p.  222. 
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CONTINUATION  OF  THE  NABBATIVE, 

From  Page  374. 


Proceedings  of  the  Burgesses^  Incorporated  Trades^  and  Administrators 
of  the  Boroughy  for  the  restoration  of  its  elective  franchise — Pro^ 
ceedings  before  the  Privy  Council— Warrant  granted  to  the  Magis^ 
trates  and  Council  elected  at  Michaelmas^  I8I69  to  nominate  the 
New  Council^  Magistrates^  and  Office-bearers^  S^c. 

The  judgment  which  was  pronounced  by  the  court  of  session  in  a.d.  isis. 
the  important  question  between  the  burgesses  and  the  administrators 
of  the  town,  as  formerly  noticed,  having  become  final,  the  three  bail- 
lies  and  three  counsellors,  who  had  been  elected  at  Michaelmas, 
1817,  and  had  accepted,  surrendered  their  several  offices,  in  com- 
pliance with  that  judgment. 

On  the  20th  of  April,  the  burgesses,  along  with  many  respectable 
heritors  and  householders  of  the  town,  assembled  in  the  West 
church,  for  the  purpose  of  petitioning  his  Majesty  for  the  restoration 
of  a  regular  government  to  the  borough.  A  petition  having  accord- 
ingly been  prepared,  was  subscribed  by  nearly  two  thousand  citizens, 
and,  some  days  afterwards,  transmitted  to  Lord  Sidmouth,  his  Ma- 
jesty's principal  secretary  oS  state  for  the  home  department,  in  order 
to  be  presented  to  the  Prince  Begent  in  council. 

In  the  course  of  preparing  this  petition,  a  difference  appears  to 
have  arisen  between  the  members  of  the  incorporated  trades  and 
the  burgesses  of  guild,  with  regard  to  its  terms,  as  not  comprehend- 
ing any  reference  to  an  extension  of  their  political  influence  in  the 
town  council,  or  to  the  peculiar  grievances  of  which  they  complained. 

8  J  In 
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A»D.  1818.  In  certain  resolutions*  which  they  had  previously  adopted,  they, 
among  other  articles,  demanded,  that,  before  expressing  their  concur* 

rence 


♦  [llrt  AprU,  181 8.3— REPORT  of  the  GENERAL  COMMITTEE,  appointed  by  the 
SEVEN  INCORPORATED  TRADES  of  ABERDEEN. 

In  laying  the  following  Report  before  their  coMtitttents,  the  committee  take  the  liberty  of  im- 
pressing on  them  the  absolute  necessity  of  having  the  common  indenture  of  1587  annihilated  and 
laid  aside.  By  this  deed,  the  trades,  for  the  last  two  hundred  and  thirty  years^  have  been  subjeeted 
to  the  vassalage  and  tyrannical  oppression  of  the  magistrates  of  Aberdeen ;  and,  unless  this  indenture 
be  now  done  away,  any  new  constitution  that  may  be  obtained  ftr  the  b«tingb  can  #nly  have  the  effect 
of  amusing  the  fancy,  without  odiiteiiiig  any  ptananent  advantage  on  the  coi|i6ratioiis. 

With  the  understanding,  therefore,  that  this  obnoxioiis  instrument  shdl  be  entirely  kq^out  of 
view,  in  laying  down  the  grounds  of  a  new  constitution  for  the  borough  of  Aberdeeiv  the  committee 
now  beg  leave  to  state  the  foUowing  as  the  result  of  their  labours,  in  so  fiur  as  regards  the  interest  of 
the  seven  incorporated  trades;  and  they  may  premise  that,  in  the  meantime,  they  have  confined 
their  ddiiberations  to  the  subject  of  the  privileges  they  should  enjoy--the  CKtent  of  their  rqwfsfenta* 
tion  in  council--the  terms  of  entering  with  the  town«— and  the  mode  gf  election  of  their  represea* 
tatives. 

In  the  first  place,  then— As  it  is  proposed  that  the  trades  should  pay  to  the  common  good  of  the 
borough  equally  with  the  gmldry,  the  committee  cdiieaiire  thafc  it  wi»ald  beireMotia&k  aid  proper 
that  the  two  bodies  should  be  on  an  equal  footii^  in  Mfoid  to  the  .privily  of  exporting,  and  im^ 
porting,  dealing  in  merdiandise,  carrjring  on  trade  withm  the  borougt^  and  to  the  payment  of  cus- 
toms and  dues  ;  and  that  unfireemen,  whether  merchants  or  tradesmen,  shoidd  be  obliged  t6  oitfer  widi 
that  particular  body  whose  occupation  they  respectively  profess; 

iSeooM^^^— They  recommend  that  the  incorporations  should  have  siit  representatives  in  council-^ 
their  convener,  ex  officio,  being  one  of  that  number;  and  that  the  othe^  thirteen  should  berepfesen- 
tatives  of  the  guikby,  mddng,  in  all,  nineteen:  And  that  all  the  eeunftU^rs,  whether  dram  the 
guildry  or  the  trades,  should  be  equally  eli^Ue  to  hold  any  situalion  in  the  oouncil.  It  being  under« 
stood,  that  the  deacons  of  crafts  shall  go  up  to  the  council,  and  vote,  aceording  to  use  andyont,  at 
the  election  of  the  office-bearers ;  and  that  the  convener  shall,  at  all  times,  be  a  inemb^  of  council 
committees.  ■ 

Thirdly — The  committee  propose,  that  the  seven  corporations  diOHld  ^pree,  duifc  aS  entrants  wi& 
them  shall  pay  the  same  dues  to  the  commcn  good  of  the  borough  as  ,th9^  'enteriAg  idtte  guildry 
shall  be  obliged  to  pay  ;^but  that  no  entrant  trades'  burgess  shall  pay  any  thing  whatever  to  the 
guildty  fimds— *it  being  provided,  that  the  funds  of  the  guildry  and  treasury  <^  Aberd^iOQ  be  kept 
entirely  separate  and  distinct  in  time  coming  ;  and  the  committee  recommend,  that  measures  should 
be  taken  for  the  purpose  of  Obtaining  the  annual  publication  of  the  treasurer  of  Aberdeen's  aiccdunts. 
It  may  also  be  stated,  that  it  would  only  be  fair  in  the  corpenltions  to  give  up  aby  etmttoul  whacb 
they  at  present  possess,  by  means  of  their  counsellors,  in  the  manageiftent  of  the  guildry  funds^- 
which  should  be  left  entirely  to  the  burgesses  of  guild.  At  the  same  time,  it  must  be  observed,  as 
the  guildry  and  the  trades  are  to  pay  equally  to  the  common  good,  or  treasury  funds  of  the  borough, 
if  ever  it  should  happen  that  these  fimds,  appropHated  for  the  common  good  of  the  borough,  should 
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lence  in  any  application  to  be  made  to  their  sovereign^  for  restoring  a.d.  idis. 
the  elective  frandiise,  the  common  indenture,  which  had,  for  upwards 
of  two  hundred  and  thirty  years,  marked  the  political  line  of  distinc- 
tion between  them  and  the  guildry,  should  be  annulled  and  set 
aside ;  that  they  should  thenceforward  be  on  the  same  footing,  w:ith 
respect  to  the  privilege  of  exporting  and  importing  goods  and  com- 
modities, of  dealing  in  merchandize,  carrying  on  trade  within  the 
town,  and  as  to  the  payment  of  customs  and  shore-4ues ;  that  they 
should  have  six  representatives  in  the  council,  their  convener,  ex 
ojieio^  being  one  of  that  number;  and  that  all  the  counsellors, 
whether  members  of  the  guildry  or  of  the  incorporations,  shovQd  be 
eligible  to  hold  any  situation  in  the  council,  except  the  office  of 
dean  of  guildL  These  fresh  demands  of  the  trades,  so  injudicious, 
and  altogether  incompatible  with  the  nature  of  the  respective  privi^ 
leges*  of  the  guildry  and  of  the  incorporations,  could  not,  with  pro*- 

S  1  2  priety, 


acemnilkto  to  more  than  whtt  is  noocanaiy  &r  the  ordioaiy  expenditure^  and  ahould  afford  the 
means  of  support  to  the  indigent,  (as  has  been  the  case  in  other  boroughs,)  that  the  members  of  the 
seven  incorporations  will  be  equally  entitled  with  the  members  of  the  guildry  to  the  benedt  of 
tbese  fuilds. 

tn  iktfmtrik  pUct^TYn  oommitcee  hav«  only  to  recommend^  on  this  point,  that  the  repiMenta^ 
tiws  of  the  seven  oorpcntiens  in  council  should  be  tradeiT  burgesses  only,  mA  net  burgesses  of 
guild,  and  that  they  should  be  elected  and  sent  up  by  the  seven  trades  themselves.  With  regard 
to  the  ''  particular  mode  of  election  by  the  seven  corporations,  the  committee  have  not  come  to  any 
decided  resolution.^ 

Hie  above  report  was  approved  of  by  the  general  meeting  of  the  seven  corporatiens,  held  en  the 
l6th  April  current;  and  the  unanimous  thanks  of  the  meeting  were  voted  to  the  committee,  for 
their  assiduous  and  persevering  exertions  in  endeavouring  to  procure  a  liberal  constitution  to  the 
boroei^ 

*  In  few  royal  b<»oughs  of  the  kingdom  are  the  respective  rights  and  privileges  of  the  guildry 
and  of  the  incorporated  trades  so  distinctly  defined  as  in  that  of  Aberdeen.  Though  these  now  form 
an  int^;ral  part  of  the  constitution  of  the  borough,  and  participate  in  the  political  influence  of  the 
town  ootmcil,  their  ancestors  derived  their  rights  and  privileges  firom  the  burgesses  of  guDd,  by 
whose  ooneessioM  they  aAerwardi  aequuned,  during  an  early  period,  certain  inununities,  and  also  the 
privflme  of  inland  trade,  whieh,  by  the  then  existing  laws  and  usages,  was  confined  to  the  guildry 
eoldy.  This  and  evcey  other  privilege  whidi  was  oonfimed  to  tfaem  by  the  decree  arbitral  c»  the 
oonunon  indentmre,  fennerly  notieed,  they  inherit  ficKn  their  ancestors,  bot  beyond  that  tbey  caa 
have  no  just  pretsnsion.  For  this  extended  privilege,  and  towards  the  ezpetise  of  supporting  the 
dignity  of  the  borou|^  they,  by  thsa  sols0w  oe»pact»  reripeoeally  asade  by  .them  and  the  guildry. 
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A.D.  1818.  priety,  be  acceded  to,  on  the  part  of  the  burgesses.  They  evidently 
had  a  tendency  to  remove  that  line  of  distinction  between  them, 
which  had  been  so  long  observed ;  to  destroy  the  balance,  so  care- 
fully  poised,  between  the  merchants  and  trades ;  and  even  to  under* 
mine  the  ancient  set  and  constitution  of  the  borough.  The  burgesses 
of  guild,  therefore,  resisted  every  attempt  to  introduce,  in  their  peti* 
tion,  the  conditions  upon  which  the  artificers  desired  a  restoration  of 
the  civil  government  of  the  borough.  The  consequence  of  this  was, 
that  the  members  of  the  corporations  declined  to  have  any  further 
political  intercourse  with  the  burgesses ;  and  few,  if  any  of  them, 
signed  the  petition.  Being  thus  frustrated  in  their  attempts  to  ac- 
quire additional  privileges  and  immunities,  to  which  they  could  have 
no  just  pretensions,  and  to  extend  their  influence  in  the  political  af-- 
fairs  of  the  borough,  they  adopted  separate  measures ;  and  prepared 
and  transmitted  a  petition  from  themselves  to  the  Prince  Begent. 
In  the  meanwhile,  the  members  of  the  town  council,  who  had  been 
duly  elected  at  Michaehnas,  1816,  and  had  served  for  the  subsequent 
year,  were  advised  to  present  to  their  sovereign  a  memorial  or  sub- 
mission, stating  the  error  or  informality  which  had  been  committed 
in  the  election  of  their  successors,  whereby  that  election  had  been 
annulled  by  the  supreme  court,  and  the  borough  left  without  a  re- 
gular magistracy ;  therefore  praying  that  his  Boyal  Highness,  by  imd 
.  with  the  advice  of  his  Majesty's  most  honourable  privy  council, 
would  interpose  such  remedy  as  to  his  wisdom  might  seem  fit. 

This  memorial  was  afterwards  supported  by  a  petition  from  a 
small  number  of  burgesses,  and  others,  praying  that  the  Prince  Be- 
gent would,  according  to  the  plan  which  had  been  adopted  by  his 
royal  predecessors  on  some  previous  occasions,  grant  an  order  to  the 

town 


agreed  to  pay  certain  compositions  to  the  dean  of  guild  and  the  treaauier,  apon  dieir  admission  ta 
the  respective  corporations.  Hence  those  restrictions^  and  the  pafyment  of  those  compositions,  which 
the  incorporated  trades  now  consider  as  real  grieyances  and  objects  of  serious  complaint^  without  re» 
fleeting  upon  their  nature,  or  the  drcurastances  under  which  they  originated.  When  laws  are 
made  and  customs  are  established,  these  must  be  the  rule  and  the  gvMe.'^Fide  CharUrsfiom  King 
William,  frwn  Alexander  IL  <$*  ///.  «o2.  L  p.  8,  9<  ll>  12,  lS.^^Aets  qf  Parliameni,  vol,iL  f.4&^ 
86.  nS,fQr  theifcan  1457*  1466.  l^B7.^and  Common  Indeniwre,  tuL  iL  p.  448.2 
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town  council  who  had  retired  from  office  at  Michaelmas^  18179  to  re«  A.D.  isis. 
assemble  and  elect  their  successors,  conformable  to  the  usual  practice* 

On  the  9tli  of  May,  this  interesting  case,  of  so  much  importance 
to  the  citizens  of  Aberdeen,  and  even  to  those  of  other  royal  bo- 
roughs in  Scotland,  in  a  similar  situation,  came  to  be  heard,  by  emu 
nent  counsel,  before  the  lords  of  his  Majesty's  privy  council.  The 
petitions  which  had  been  presented,  were  taken  up  in  the  following 
order. — The  two  first  were  the  memorial  and  submission  from  the 
members  of  the  old  council,  and  the  petition  from  the  few  burgesses, 
and  others,  formerly  noticed ;  the  third  petition  was  from  the  bur- 
gesses at  large,  and  the  inhabitants,  ^  praying  that  his  Boyal  Highness, 
in  order  to  restore  a  regular  magistracy  to  the  borough,  would  grant 
his  warrant  for  a  poll  election  by  the  whole  burgesses  ;  and,  as  a  re« 
medy  for  the  grievances  of  which  they  had  so  much  cause  to  com« 
plain,  in  the  present  mode  of  election,  and  of  management  of  the 
public  affairs  of  the  borough,  that  he  would  also  concede  to  them  the 
privilege,  thenceforward,  of  electing,  annually,  in  the  same  manner,  a 
majority  of  the  town  council."  The  fourth  petition  was  from  the  in- 
corporated trades,  framed  nearly  in  the  terms  of  their  resolutions,  al- 
ready noticed. 

After  counsel  had  been  fully  heard  in  support  of  these  several  pe* 
titions,  they  were  ordered  to  be  transmitted,  along  with  the  various 
papers  and  documents  to  which  they  had  reference,  to  the  lord  advo- 
cate of  Scotland,  and  to  the  attorney  and  solicitor  general  of  England; 
with  instructions  to  prepare  a  report,  and  opinion  thereon,  for  the 
information  of  the  privy  council.  These  reports  having  accordingly 
been  prepared  and  presented,  the  case  came  imder  the  final  determi- 
nation of  the  privy  council  upon  Monday  the  Sd  of  August,  when  his 
Eoyal  Highness,  having  taken  these  reports  into  consideration,  was 
pleased,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Majesty,  and  by  and 
with  the  advice  of  his  privy  council,  to  approve  thereof,  and  to  "  or- 
der, that^  for  restoring  the  peace  and  good  government  of  the  borough 
of  Aberdeen,  the  same  persons  who  might  have  elected  the  magis- 
trates, counsellors,  and  other  office  bearers  of  the  said  borough,  on 
Wednesday  the  S4th  of  September  last,  or  such  of  their  number  as 
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A.D.  1818.  maj  be  aKv^  or  capable  of  acting,  do,  on  Wednesday  the  Sad  of 
September,  in  this  present  year,  assemble  in  the  common  council 
house  of  the  said  city  of  Aberdeen,  at  twelve  o'clock  at  noon;  and  do 
then  and  there  proceed  to  make  or  complete  the  election  of  magis- 
trates, counsellors,  and  other  office  bearers,  to  serve  in  the  said  bo- 
rough of  Aberdeen  from  the  said  2Sd  day  of  September,  in  this  pre- 
sent year,  until  the  ordinary  time  of  the  annual  change  of  the  magis- 
trates, counsellors,  and  other  office  bearers  of  the  said  borough,  in  the 
year  1819;  and  that  then  and  from  thenceforth  the  procedure  in  the 
election  of  magistrates,  counsellors,  and  other  officers,  be  made  and 
continued,  according  to  the  constitution^  set,  and  custom  of  the  said 
borough." 

Such  has  been  the  result  of  this  arduous  struggle  for  political 
power  between  the  burgesses  of  guild  and  the  administrators  of  the 
borough;  a  strug^e  which  has  excited  much  discontent,  ferment, 
and  political  animosity,  in  the  community ;  and  has  terminated  con- 
trary to  the  expectations  of  those  citizens  who  favoured  a  popular 
election. 

How  far  his  Majesty's  legal  advisers  have  acted,  in  this  case,  Mi^ 
cording  to  wisdom,  or  with  a  due  consideration  to  the  ancient  con- 
stitution of  the  borough,  we  shall  not  presume  to  question :  nor  is  it, 
indeed,  our  province  to  inquire  into  the  motives  which  have  influ- 
enced them  to  advise  the  sovereign  to  exercise  the  royal  prerogative, 
in  the  manner  that  has  been  done^  for  restoring  the  civil  government 
of  the  borough,  or  to  anticipate  consequences.  It  is  our  duty  to  re- 
late the  real  occurrences  only,  in  this  political  contest,  and  to  explain 
their  causes  and  effects ;  but  beyond  these  we  must  not,  as  annidists, 
make  any  excursion. 

Though  the  burgesses  had  failed  in  their  efforts  to  obtain  a  war-^ 
rant  for  a  poll  election,  they  were  far  from  being  dismayed  by  the 
preference  which  had  been  given,  by  hia  Boyal  Hi^ness  the  Prince 
Begent,  to  the  ftnmer  magistrates  and  counsellors  to  elect  their  suc- 
cessors. On  the  14th  of  September,  a  numerous  body  of  the  burges- 
ses assembled,  and  adopted  certain  resolutions,  which  were  chiefly 
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confined  to  expressing  their  sentiments,  not  only  with  regard  to  the  a*d.  ibis. 
present  state  of  the  public  affairs  of  the  borough,  but  upon  the  na« 
ture  of  the  warrant  issued  by  the  privy  council,  which,  they  were  ad- 
vised, was  illegal,  and  without  precedent.^    At  the  same  time,  if  any 

election 


*  Since  the  union  of  the  two  kingdooM^  in  the  year  1707>  no  instance  has  occurred  of  a  magis- 
traey  having  been  restored,  otherwise  iJian  by  a  poll  election  of  the  burgesses,  except  in  those  cases 
where  the  magistrates  were  prevented  from  meedng  to  elect  their  successors  in  office  by  the  insor- 
rections  in  1715  and  1745.  In  confirmation  of  this,  we  shall  annex  a  List  dP  Royal  Warrants  which 
have  been  granted  to  Royal  Boroughs  of  Scotland,  since  that  epoch,  extracted  from  the  registers  of 
the  privy  council,  as  stated  in  the  ScaUnum  newspaper,  of  the  5th  of  September,  1818  ?— 


Places.  JkOes. 

\.  Burntisland,         March  51, 1709. 
PoU  Ekctum. 


2.  Kirkcaldy,  August  51,  1715* 

PM  EUctim. 


S.  Dundee,  March  10, 1715-16. 

PoU  Ehciion. 


4,  Perth,  March  10, 1715-16. 

4MMdguira^s 
ioeUci. 


5.  Aberdeen,  March  ID,  1715*^*1 6« 

Old  Magistrates 
iodect. 


Season  Jbr  Granting. 

Petition  of  Burgesses 
&c  for  r^;ulation  of 
Magistracy,  for  some 
years,  abandoned. 

Petition  of  Burgesses 
and  Inhabitants,  stat- 
ing want  of  regulation 
of  the  Magistracy. 


Rqport  of  the  Lord 
Advocate  and  Solicitor 
General,  of  Boroughs, 
of  dections  prevented 
by  rebellion. 

Sanw  report  as  in  the 
case  of  Dundee,  No.  5. 


Sfllnte  ^as  in  tbe  case 
ofPtertb^No.4. 


FormqfGrafU. 

Popular  election  by  the  Bar« 
gesses,  and  whole  Communi^» 
of  a  Provost,  &c.  according  to 
the  ancient  constitution. 

Popular  election  by  the  Bur« 
gesses  and  Inhabitants,  bearing 
a  share  of  the  common  burdens;, 
by  poll  of  21  persons  to  be 
Counsellors,  with  power  to  elect 
their  Office-bearers. 

Popular  election  by  the  Bur-i 
gesses  and  Inhabitants,  &a  ver« 
batim  as  in  the  case  of  Kirk« 
caldy.  No.  2. 

The  Magistrates  who  served 
for  the  preceding  year  antho* 
rised  to  proceed  in  the  election 
of  Magistrates  and  Council,  to 
serve  till  the  ordinary  time  of 
the  annual  election,  in  such 
manner  as  they  ought  to  have 
done,  if  not  disturbed  by  re« 
beUion. 

The  Magistrates  of  last  year 
authorised  to  elect,  as  in  the 
caseofPerth,  No.  4. 

Places. 
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A.D.  1818.  election  under  it  should  be  attempted,  the  meeting  {ritedged  itself  to 
oppose  it,  and  all  proceedings  connected  with  it,  by  every  legal  and 
constitutional  mean. 

These 


Places. 

2>a/f^. 

Reason  for  Granting. 

6.  Montrose, 

April  6,  1716. 

Motion  at  the  Board 

PoU  EUction, 

as  in  the  case  of  Dun« 
dee.  No.  3. 

7.  Brechin, 

Do. 

Do.        Do. 

PoUEkctum. 

8.  Aberbiodiick, 

Do. 

Do.        Do. 

PoUE^tctum. 

9.  Fortrose, 

June  1,  1716.. 

Da        Do. 

PM  Election. 

10.  Inverness, 

June  25, 1716. 

Da        Do. 

'  PoU  Election. 

, 

11.  Elgin, 

Do. 

Do.        Da 

PoU  EUction. 

12.  Burntisland, 

June  Z5, 1719- 

Petition  of  Burgesses 

PM  Election. 

and  Inhabitants,  stat* 
ing,  by  reason  of  the 
rebellion,  no  Magis- 
trates elected. 

13.  Montrose, 

August  27>  1723. 

Petition  of  Burgesses 

Poll  EUction. 

stating,  that  the  Court 
of  Session  had  reduced 
the  elections  of  two 
contending  sets  of  Ma- 
gistrates. 

14.  Haddington, 

Sept  19,  1723. 

Petition  of  Burgesses, 

PM  EUction. 

stating,  that  the  Court 
of  Session  had  reduced 
the  election  of  two 
contending  sets  of  Ma« 
gistrates. 

15.  Cupar, 

June  1, 1725. 

Petition  of  Burgesses 

PoQ  £fec/um. 

and  Inhabitants,  stat- 
ing that  the  Court  of 
Session  had  reduced 
the  elections  of  1722 
and  1723. 

Form  qf  Grant. 

Popular  election  by  the  Bur- 
gesses, kc  verbatim  as  in  the 
case  o£  Kirkcaldy,  No.  2. 
Do.  Do. 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Da 
Da 
Do. 
Do. 


Popular  election  to  Burgesses 
and  Inhabitants,  and  whole 
Conununity,  of  a  Provost,  ac- 
cording to  the  ancient  consti- 
tution. 

Poll  election  by  all  the  Bur- 
gesses, (qualified  as  by  law  re- 
quired) of  Town-Council,  Pro- 
vost, and  Baillies,  according  to 
the  ancient  constitution. 

Poll  election  by  all  the  Bur- 
gesses (qualified  as  by  law  re- 
quired) of  Counsellors  and  M»- 
^strates,  according  to  the  an- 
cient constitution. 

Election  to  be  made  of  Coun- 
sellors and  Magistrates,  accord- 
ing to  the  set  or  constitution,  by 
the  poll  <^aU  the  Burgesses 
who  bear  scot  and  lot,  taking 
the  oaths  prescribed  by  law. 

Places. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


▲KKALS  OF  ABEtlDEEN. 


433 


These  resolutions  of  the  burgesses,  however,  do  not  seem  to  have 
intimidated  those  who  were  authorised  by  the  warrant  of  the  Prince 

3  K.  Begent, 


Places. 

Dates. 

Reason  for  Granting. 

16.  Dysart^ 

July  6, 1725. 

Petition  of  Burgesses 

PoaEkctian. 

&c.  stating,  that  the  C. 
of  S.  had  reduced  the 

' 

election  of  two  sets  of 
Magistrates. 

17.  Jedburgh, 

July  81,  17SS. . 

Petition  of  Burgesses 

PoUEkctioH. 

&c.  stating,  that  the 
C.  of  S,  and  House  of 
Lords  had  reduced  the 
election  of  two  sets  of 
Magistrates. 

18.  Perth, 

May  28, 1746. 

Petition  of  late  Ma- 

Old Magistrates 

gistrates,  &c.  stating 

to  elect. 

that    they  had  been 

by  the  rebels  at  last 
election,  and  petition 
of  the  Burgesses,  &c. 

19.  Montrose, 

June  16, 1746. 

Similar  petitiona  as 

Old  Magistrates 

in  the  case  of  Perth, 

to  elect. 

No.  18. 

20.  Edinburgh, 

June  16,  1746. 

Petition  of  Conunit* 

P<M  Election. 

tee  of  GeneralMeeting 
of  Burgesses  who  had 
been  Magistrates  and 
Counsellors,  stating, 
that  last  Michaehnas 
election  could  not  be 
held,  the  city  having 
been  in  possession  of 
the  rebels. 

Form  of  Grant. 
Election  to  be  nuule  of  Magis- 
trates and  Counsellors,  by  a  poll 
of  the  Burgesses. 


Poll  election  by  all  the  Bur- 
gesses and  Inhabitants  of  the 
bbrough. 


The  Magistrates  and  Council 
who  served  for  last  year  autho- 
rised, on  9th  June,  1746,  to 
proceed  to  election  of  Magis- 
trates and  Council,  to  serve  till 
the  time  of  the  annual  election, 
in  such  manner  as  they  ought 
to  have  done,  if  not  disturbed 
by  the  rebels,  &c 

Similar  order  as  in  the  case  of 
Perth,  No.  18. 

The  14  inoorpontionB  of  crafts 
to  meet  on  14th  Nov.  next,  to 
choose  their  deacons  for  theen« 
suing  year,  6  to  be  elected  part 
of  the  ordinary  council  of  25, 
the  other  8  to  be  extraordinary 
deacons  and  councQfor  the  year 
ensuing;  the  said  6  deacons  out 
of  the  14,  the  Magistrates  and 
others  of  the  ordinary  council  of 
25,  to  be  by  the  Burgesses,  kc 
residing  within  the  town  and 
suburbs,  (excluding  honorary 
Burgesses,  &c.)the  Magistrates, 
&C.  elected  by  the  majority  to 
continue  till  the  usual  time  of 

flection. 
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Begent^  to  make  and  complete  the  electioiL  On  Wednesday  the 
SSd  of  September,  bemg  the  day  fixed  for  the  purpose^  the  magis- 
trates  and  counsellors  who  had  retired  from  office  at  Michaelmas, 

1817, 


21.  Aberdeen, 
SQmeperstms  who 
mighthaveded* 
,    ed  to  make  the 
.  eiecitoH* 


32,  Brechin, 
Old  Magistrates 
to  elect. 


^$.  Linlitbgour, 
PoUEUftm. 


Dates. 
Majr  2S,  1746. 


24.  Duigw«Uj 
Poll  JEkctiom^ 


S5,  Inyerkeithing 
Poll  Election. 


26.  Fittenvoen, 
PoUElectiQiu 


June  16,  1746. 


Mny  4,  1759- 


Reason  Jbr  Granting. 

Petition  of  the  Go- 
vernors of  the  City  ap- 
pointed by  his  R.  H. 
the  D.  of  Cumberland, 
stating  tiiat  last  elec- 
tion had  beendistoib- 
edby  die  rebels. 

Petition  of  the  late 
Magistrates,  tec.  stat- 
ing that  last  Election 
had  been  disturbed  by 
the  rebels. 

Two  Batitions  firom 
tW  Boro^gi^  stating, 
that  douUe  elections 
of  Magistrates,  &c.  had 
been  reduced  by  the 
C.of&  andHouseof 
lA)rds. 


Aug.  26;  1760.. 

The  return  nuid« 
ofq^osed  by  council 


May  12,  1766. 

The  return  oppose 
ed  by  one  petition, 
and  supported  by 
another. 

June  26,  1767- 

The  return  op- 
posed by  petition. 


Petltioiia  from  two 
aets  of  Burgeases,  stat- 
k]g»  that  the  Magis- 
tracy had  been  dis- 
solved by  the  C.  of  S. 

Petition  of  Burgesses 
stating  that  Ae  C.  of  S. 
had,  in  176I,  reduced 
a  double  decticm. 

Petitions  of  two  sets 
of  Burgesses,  stating, 
that  the  Michaelmas 
election,  1765,  had 
been  reduced  by  the 
C.  of  S. 


Form  of  Grant. 

The  same  persons  who  might 
have  elected  the  Magistrates, 
Counsellors,  &c.  lit  Michaelmas 
last,  to  make  or  complete  the 
election  at  Magistrates,  &c.  to 
serre  in  the  said  city  tiH  die  or- 
dinary time  of  election. 

The  Magistrates  and  Council 
who  served  for  last  yesr  autho- 
rised to  proceed  to  the  electioa 
of  Magistrates,  and  to  finish 
what  had  been  left  undone  at 
last  election. 

The  8  0(»porations  to  assem** 
ble  and  elect  their  8  deacons,  to 
make  part  of  th^  ordinary 
council  of  27-  The  Magistrates, 
office  bearers,  and  12  merchant 
couittellors^  to  be  elected  by  the 
Burgesses  and  Tradesmen^  eatm 
duding  honorary  Burgesses^&a 

1^  Burgesses  mi  Hoolora 
(ezduding  honorigyBurgesmii) 
to  assemble  and  elect  fit  persons 
to  be  Magistrates  and  Counsd- 
lors» 

The  Burgesses  (ezduding  ho- 
norary Burgesses,  &c.)  to  as- 
semble, and  elect  fit  persons  to 
be  Magistrates  &  CounseUors. 

The  Burgesses  resident  on  the 
10th  Sept  1765,  bearing  a  part 
of  the  public  burdens^  (ezdud- 
ing honorary  burgesses,  &c.)  to 
elect  Magistrates  and  Counsel- 
lors, &c. 

Places. 
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1817,  assembled  in  the  tovn  hall,  and  proceeded  to  the  nomination 
of  the  new  council,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  warrant. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  chosen  magistrates,  coimseUors, 
and  office  bearers  of  the  borough,  for  the  year,  from  that  date  to  Mi- 
diaelmas,  1819: — 

Alexai^der  Brebneb,  Esq.  of  Lairney, 
Lord  Provost, 

Alexander  Galen,  Esq. 
Charles  Walker,  Esq. 
James  Milne,  Esq. 
John  Young,  Esq. 

8  K  S  Alexander 


BaiUies. 


Places. 

Dates. 

Season  for  Granting. 

27.  Anstrather 

June  26,  1767. 

PetitionB  in  similar 

Wester, 

Petition  opposed 

temm  with  those  of 

PoU  Election. 

by  Council. 

Pittenweem,  No.  26. 

28.  Jedburgh, 

May  4,  1774. 

Petition  of  the  Bur- 

PM  Election. 

gesses,  stating,  that 
the  Michaelmas  Elec- 
tion, 1767>  had  been 
reduced  by  the  C.  of  S. 

29.  Stirling, 

May  23,  1781. 

Petition  of  Burges* 

PoU  Election. 

ses,  stating,  that  the 
MichaelmiM  Election, 

• 

1773,  had  been  re- 
duced by  the  C.  of  S. 
and  the  judgment  af- 
firmed by  the  House 
of  Lords. 

SO.  Montrose, 

Sept  7,  I8I7. 

Petition    of    Guild 

Poll  suction. 

Brethren,  Burgesses, 
Trades,  &c.  stating, 
that  the  Michaehnas 
Election  had  been  re- 
duced by  the  Court  of 
Session. 

Form  of  Grant. 
Order  similar  to  the  above,  in 
the  case  of  Pittenweem,  No.  26. 

The  Burgesses  and  Infaabi« 
tants,  qualified  acowding  to 
law,  to  assemble  and  elect,  by 
poll.  Magistrates  and  CounciL 


The  Burgesses  and  Trades 
(excluding  honorary  Burgesses, 
&c)  to  assemble  and  elect  fit 
persons,  not  exceeding  21  in 
number,  to  be  Magistrates  and 
Town  CounciL 

An  alteration  also  made  of 
the  set  of  the  borough. 

The  Guild  Brethren,  Trades, 
and  Inhabitant  Burgesses,  who 
resided  in  the  borough  at  and 
previous  to  Michaelmas,  1816^ 
(excluding  honorary  Burgesses, 
&C.)  to  assemble  and  elect  fit 
persons,  19  in  number,  to  be 
Magistrates  and  Counsellors. 

An  alteration  also  made  in 
the  set  of  the  borough. 
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Alexander  Brown^  Esq.  Dean  of  Guild. 

Alexander  Duthie,  Esq.  Treasurer. 
Mr.  Alexander  Madde,  Master  of  Shore  Works. 
Mr.  John  CoUison,  Master  of  Kirk  and  Bridge  Works. 
Mr.  Charles  Fyfe,  Master  of  Mortifications. 
Mr.  Andrew  Duncan,  Master  of  Guild  Brethren's  Hospital. 

Merchant  Counsellors. 

Alexander  Eraser,  Esq. 
Alexander  Hadden,  Esq. 
William  Johnston,  Esq. 
James  Hadden,  jun.  Esq. 
James  Smith,  Esq. 
William  Duguid,  jun.  Esq. 

Trades  Counsellors. 

George  Gibb, 
David  Marshall. 
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No.  I. 
MINUTES  OF  THE  MEETINGS  OF  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  ABERDEEN. 

JRtferred  to  in  page  350s 

In  a  General  Meeting  of  die  inhabitants  of  Aberdeen  possessing  houses,  &c  rated  at  L.5  sterling 
of  yearly  rent,  and  upwards,  held  in  the  public  Court  House  of  Aberdeen,  the  26th  day  of  February, 
1799^  &t  12  o'clock  noon,  in  consequence  of  an  advertisement  from  the  Commissioners  of  Police 
for  the  city  of  Aberdeen,  acting  under  authority  of  an  act  <^  parliament  passed  in  the  year  1795>  en- 
titled, *'  An  act  for  the  better  paving;  lighting,  cleansing,  and  otherwise  improving  the  streets,  lanes^ 
and  other  public  passages  of  the  city  of  Aberdeen,  and  the  roads  and  avenues  within  the  royalty 
thereof;  for  the  better  supplying  the  inhabitants  with  fresh  water,  and  for  the  removing  and  prevent- 
ing all  obstructions  and  annoyances  within  the  said  city  and  royalty," — Present,  Theophilus  Ogilvie, 
Esq.;  James  Bishop,  merchant;  George  Petrie,  merchant;  John  Jameson,  merchant;  John  Ross, 
baker ;  John  Gfll,  merchant ;  John  Clark,  flax-dresser ;  Robert  Balmanno,  auctioneer ;  Adam  Singer, 
merchant;  Baillie  Littlejdm;  John  Johnston,  merchant;  John  Dingwall,  Esq.;  Adam  Wilson, 
merchant;  Baillie  Garden;  Garden  and  Innes;  George  Angus,  watchmaker;  William  Raitt,  mer- 
chant ;  Alexander  Booth,  merchant ;  William  Dingwall  Fordyce,  advocate ;  Robert  Gibb,  merchant ; 
George  Roger,  goldsmith;  John  Paull,  merchant;  John  Robertson,  glazier;  Thomas  Black,  mer- 
chant; Charles  Walker,  merchant;  Dr.  Henderson;  Alexander  Brown,  bookseller;  James  Staats 
Forbes,  merchant;  James  Ctfutts,  shoemaker;  William  Dahnahoy,  shoemaker;  Andrew  Hall,  flesher; 
James  Anderson,  perfumer;  Andrew  Hay,  merchant;  William  Gray,  hairdresser ;  Donald  McDonald, 
tailor;  Thomas  Burnett,  advocate;  Baillie  Duguid;  Andrew  Jopp,  advocate;  Alexander  Scott, 
upholsterer;  John  Low,  advocate;  John  Gartly,  watchmaker;  Alexander  Marr,  vintner;  William 
Gordon,  vintner;  John  Lumsden,  turner;  Alexander  Walker,  skinner;  John  Allan,  goldsmith; 
William  Cowie,  saddler ;  Stephen  Masson,  merchant ;  Robert  Smith,  merchant ;  Alexander  Shirrefs, 
advocate ;  Alexander  Smith,  jun.  merchant ;  George  Still,  merchant ;  William  Leslie,  merchant ; 
George  Sim,  merchant ;  David  Webster,  weaver ;  Charles  Lunan,  watchmaker ;  Alexander  Forbes, 
stabler  ;  William  Wright,  stabler  ;  Patrick  Henderson,  clerk ;  Mr.  Martin  of  Nellfield ;  John  Watson, 
advocate;  Eraser  and  Mole,  merchanU;  John  Alexander,  shoemaker;  Robert  Troup,  merchant; 
Adam  Watt,  baker ;  Provost  Leys ;  Robert  Gibbon,  merchant ;  William  Johnston ;  James  Webster, 
merchant;  Marianus  Massie,  hosier;  Alexander  Robertson,  merchant;  James  Thomson,  cashier; 
John  Ewen,  merchant;  George  Courage,  ale-seller;  James  Melvin,  merchant;  Mr.  Carnegie,  town- 
derk;  Walter  Syme^  Esq.;  Alexander  Brebner,  Esq.;  James  Nielson,  merchant;  Patrick  Scott, 

mason; 
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mason;  William  Forbes,  merchant;  Robert  Bruce,  shipmaster;  Samuel  Gordon,  mason;  Arthur 
Gibbon,  shipmaster;  David  Walker,  shipmaster;  George  Tower,  merchant ;  George  Hogarth,  mer- 
chant ;  WDliam  Copland,  advocate ;  Mr.  Thomas  Bannerman,  merchant ;  James  Hadden,  merchant ; 
William  Still,  jun.  cooper ;  Robert  Ghrant ;  James  Matthews,  shoemaker ;  George  Daniel,  merchant ; 
John  Mitchell,  merchant ;  Joseph  Alexander,  glover ;  William  Stirling,  advocate ;  Thomas  Duncan, 
advocate ;  Lewis  Nicol,  hairdresser ;  George  S jmmers,  merchant ;  George  Thomson,  merchant ;  John 
Low,  tailor ;  John  Bruce  and  Son,  merchants  ;  Alexander  Ross,  youngest,  merchant ;  James  Bartlet, 
merchant;  James  Thomson,  jun.  merchant;  George  Smith,  glazier;  John  Barron,  watchmaker; 
William  Simpson,  merchant ;  Dr.  Dauney ;  James  Leslie,  auctioneer ;  Baillie  Adam ;  Henry  Brodie, 
shoemaker ;  George  Taylor,  shoemaker ;  William  Matthews,  shoemaker ;  Alexander  Tytler,  shoe- 
maker ;  John  Fraser,  shoemaker;  Robert  Spring,  baker ;  William  Mackie,  wright ;  Peter  Farquhar- 
son,  advocate ;  Baillie  Ritchie ;  Mr.  Gordon  of  Premnay ;  Dr.  Skene ;  James  Ferguson,  manufac- 
turer ;  George  Duncan,  wright ;  Baillie  Shepherd ;  Provost  More ;  Baillie  Murray ;  John  Donald, 
hosier;  Baillie  Farquharson;  Moses  Tou^,  painter;  James  Milne,  merchant;  Arthur  Farquhar, 
shoemaker;  Charles  Farquharson,  auctioneer;  William  Dawson,  taylor;  James  Mellis,  merchant; 
Convener  James  Clark,  tailor;  Samuel  Chalmers,  merchant;  Joseph  Simpson,  merchant;  Geoige 
Craig,  shoemaker;  Chalmers  and  Stuart^  merdiaats;  G«oige  Wright,  merchant;  William  Ander- 
son, gardener;  John  Gordon  of  Craig;  James  Milne,  Porthill  factory;  Ebenezer  Murray,  merchant; 
Provost  Abercrombie;  James  Smithy  flax-dresser;  Patrick  Simpson,,  hosiery  Alexander  Dingwall, 
jun.  merchant ;  William  Lumsden,  merchant ;  William  Roger,  glazier ;  Mr.  Brand,  bank ;  Hugh 
Imlay,  shoemaker;  John  Wallace,  baker;  David  M'Allan,  shoemaker;  John  Garvock,  staymaker; 
Charles  Bannerman,  advocate;  William  Still,  cooper;  William  Jamieson,  advocate;  Alexander 
Meams^  hosier ;  Charles  M'Hardie,  merchant ;  William  Johnston,  merchant ;  John  Falconer,  cooper; 
Alexander  Barron,  baker;  John  Smith,  youngest,  merchant;  David Morice,  advocate;  Baillie  Bur- 
nett ;  John  Strachan,  upholsterer ;  Hary  Lumsden,  advocate ;  Gavin  Hadden,  merchant ;  Robert 
Walker,  manufacturer;  John  Henderson  of  Caskieben;  John  Wilson^  hosier;  Thomas  MCambie^ 
merchant;  Joseph  Berry,  weaver;  Andrew  Simpson^  merchant;  William  Gibbon,  jun.  merdiant; 
Thomas  Napier,  land-surveyor. 

Thomas  Leys,  Esq.  of  Gla^gowforest,  provost  of  Aberdeen,  was  dected  presei  of  this  meetiBg^ 
and  Alexander  Shirrefa  and  3iAm  Low,  advocates  in  Aberdeen*  to  be  clerkB  tfaereto. 

The  commissioners  of  police,  being  called  upon  to  explain  to  the  meeting  dieir  intentions  in  call* 
ing  the  same,  referred  to  their  printed  address  to  the  public,  and  estimates  tiiereto  subjoined,  and  to 
the  advertisement  published  by  them  in  the  Aberdeen  Journal  of  the  11th,  18di,  and  25th  cnrrenty  of 
which  advertisement  the  tenor  follows,  viz. :— ^'  PoUce'^Jfice,  Aberdeen,  Sth  February,  1799*  The 
commissioners  of  police  for  the  city  of  Aberdeen,  elected  and  authorised,  in  terms  of  an  act  of  par- 
liament passed  in  the  year  179^>  referring  to  their  address  to  the  inhabitants,  of  date  10th  November^ 
1798^  to  which  estimates  were  annexed,  do  hereby  appoint  a  general  meeting  of  the  qualified  electors, 
paying  rents  of  L.5  sterling  and  upwards,  in  the  public  court-house  of  this  dty,  on  Tuesday  the  26th 
instant,  at  12  o'clock  noon,  to  determine  by  ballot  on  the  two  following  questions,:— I.  If,  or  not,  an 
assessment  of  one  shilling  and  sixpence  in  the  pound  rent  shall  be  imposed  on  all  subjects  liable  in 
assessment  by  the  present  act,  for  the  space  of  seven  years,  from  and  after  the  period  of  the  said  meet- 
ing, and  that  in  reference  to  an  estimate  for  finishing  the  improvements,  for  obtaining  a  farther  sup- 
ply of  spring  water  in  the  upper  and  lower  water-courses,  building  a  reservoir^  and  distributing  the 
water  in  public  wells  to  the  utmost  extent  of  which  it  b  capable,  for  ibp  service  of  the  inhabitants  in 
the  different  streets  and  lanes  within  the  royalty,  as  well  as  to  supply  the  same  with  a  sufficient 
number  of  fire-pipes  and  cocks,  with  such  other  improvements,  to  vhich  the  sum  levied  shall  be 
found  equaL 

«  IL  If 
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<<  II.  If,  or  not.  Implication  afadl  be  made  to  parliament  for  arenewal  of  the  present  act,  but  with 
the  difference  only  of  raising  the  aMesBment  to  one  ihilling  and  sixpence  in  the  pound  rent,  and  ren- 
dering the  same  perpetaal,  and  that  wkh  a  view  of  extending  the  improvements  specified  in  the  act 
to  all  the  districts  within  the  royally. 

<r  Xhe  commismoBcrs,  m  dins  addressii^  themselves  to  the  public,  are  actuated  solely  by  a  sense 
of  public  duty,  and  what  tliey  concetve  to  be  a  very  general  desire  in  the  inhabitants.  Without  the 
most  distant  view  of  giving  an  undue  bias  to  public  opinion,  they  may  be  permitted  to  observe,  that, 
if  the  determnatien  shall  be  made  m  fiivonr  of  the  first  proposition,  the  expence  of  an  applicadon  to 
parliament  will  be  swed.  The  improvements,  indeed,  must  be  carried  on  in  a  manner  comparatively 
alow  in  this  case,  and  dvecteii  dikfly,  in  the  first  instance  to  the  very  necessary  and  important  ar« 
tide  of  water;  but,  oomRdering  what  haa  been  already  done  with  the  sum  of  L.3000  borrowed, 
L.700  of  which  was  paid  for  the  expence  of  obtaining  the  act,  the  commissioners  are  decidedly  of 
opinion,  that,  obserring  the  same  system  cf  economy,  much  may  be  done  even  by  means  of  the  aid  of 
what  the  first  proposition  will  produce. 

**  If  the  second  proposal  shall,  however,  be  adopted,  not  only  the  improvements  in  water,  but  aU 
the  others  may  be  accomplished  with  all  possible  expedition,  and  the  more  immediate  advantages 
will  be  generally  felt.  Whether,  then,  it  shall  bedeemed  best  to  try  the  experiment  of  the  additic»al 
assessment  for  a  limited  period,  without  incurring  the  expense  of  a  new  act,  which,  if  this  experiment 
should  even  fiuli  maif  stiM  be  afterwaids  icsortBd  to,  or  iqpply  at  once  to  pavliament  for  a  perpetual 
act,  is  the  aia^  ^fMaAm,  ob  dwoeoasiflny  in  whsdi  the  paUic  ialerest  ia  concerned,  and  on  which 
they  are  ealkd  to  Jobbl  diehr  drtfrmtnation^ 

''  It  is  surely  unnecessary  to  add,  that  if  any  elector  should  disapprove  of  both  propositions,  he  may 
certainly  so  expresa  himself  in  the  haHot,  as  the  conunissioners  can  have  no  object  in  view,  but  to  be 
guided  solely  by  the  opini(m  of  the  community. 

''  To  the  considerate  and  candid  decision  of  the  electors,  therefore,  the  business  is  thus,  in  the  ut- 
most confidence^  submitted." 

After  whach^  sundry  e6jectioos  having  been  stated  1^  a  member  of  the  meeting  against  the  ne« 
onsky'or  expediency  of  the  adJ&tieqal  assessment  proposed,  and  these  dbjecttens  having  been  second- 
ed, and  the  oommiaiioswrs  otf  police  heard  in  answer,  the  meeting  were  unanimettriy  of  opimon>  that 
it  is  not  expedient  at  present  to  authorise  any  new  assessment  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  ad- 
vertisements ;  but  that,  as  the  making  further  alteradons  and  enlargements  of  the  present  streets, 
roads,  and  avenues,  and  the  opemng  of  other^^  may  be  necessary  and  useful,  it  should  be  remitted  to 
a  committee  of  this  meeting,  to  consider  what  roads^  streets,  &c«  it  may  be  necessary  to  alter  or  en- 
large, and  what  new  ones  it  may  be  proper  to  open,,  what  further  supply  of  water,  and  all  other  ne- 
cessary improvements  are  wanted;  tO' procure  plans  thereof  and  estimates  of  the  expense,  and  to  re- 
port their  opinion  upon  the  whole,  witb  such  plans  and  estimatea  as  they  may  obtain,  to  a  meeting  to 
be  held  in  this  place,  on  or  before  Monday  the  1st  day  of  July  next  And  that  such  committee  should 
be  requested  to  examine  the  present  state  of  the  funds  under  the  management  of  the  commissioners  of 
poHce,  and  to  report  their  opinicm  as  to  these,  and  as  to  the  proper  mode  of  providing  a  further  effi- 
cient flmd  for  carrying  such  plans  as  may  be  approved  of  into  execution ;  and  that  the  commis- 
sioners of  police  be  requested  to  give  the  committee  such  information  on  these  points  as  may  be 
wanted. 

For  the  purposes  aforesaid,  the  meeting  did,  and  do  hereby  name  the  foUowinggentkmen  to  be  a 
committeei  thirteen  to  be  a  quorum,  and  Provost  Leys  to  be  convener  of  the  meeting,  vis.*- 

Thomas 
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Thomas  Leys,  Esq.  provost  of  Aberdeen  Mr.  Alexander  Brebner^  merchant 

Alexander  Moir^  Esq.  of  Scotstpwn,  sheriff-depute  Mr.  John  Ewen,  merchant 

Mr.  John  Dingwall^  merchant  Mr.  Robert  Gibbon^  merchant 

Mr.  Charles  Bannerman,  advocate  Mr.  James  Hadden,  merchant 

Alexander  Allardyccj  Esq.  M.  P.  Mr.  Gavin  Hadden,  merchant,  and  dean  of  guild 

Dr.  Skene  Mr.  Gordon  of  Premnay 

Mr.  Thomas  Bannerman^  merchant  Provost  More 

Mr.  Alexander  Milne,  merchant  Mr.  James  Thomson,  junior,  merchant 

John  Henderson,  Esq.  of  Caskieben  Mr.  Alexander  Shirrefs,  advocate 

Alexander  Martin  of  Nellfield  Mr.  Adam  Wilson,  merchant 

Dr.  Dingwall  Fordyce,  commissary  Rev.  Dr.  Brown,  principal  of  Marischal  College 

Mr.  Hary  Lumsden,  advocate  Professor  Copland 

Provost  Abercrombie  Mr.  Copland,  town-clerk«depute 

Mr.  George  Craig,  convener  of  the  trades  Baillie  Littlejohn 

Mr.  George  Smith,  master  of  trades'  hospital  Mr.  William  Michie,  wright 

Mr.  Adam  Watt,  baker  Dr.  Dauney 

Mr.  David  Morice,  adyocate  George  Ogilvie,  Esq.  comptroller  of  customs 

Mr.  Carnegie,  town-clerk  Baillie  William  Shepherd 

Thereafter,  the  thanks  of  the  meeting  were  voted  to  Provost  Leys  for  his  veiy  proper  conduct  in 
the  chair.  And,  upon  a  motion  from  a  member  present,  the  thanks  of  the  meeting  were  also  voted  to 
the  commissioners  of  police,  for  the  trouble  they  have  taken  in  the  matters  under  their  management 
since  they  have  been  in  office. 

(Signed)  Tbo8.  Leys,  Presea. 


»%»»»%%%»»»%»%%%%'^>^»»i%»%»i» 


At  an  adjourned  general  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Aberdeen,  possessing  houses,  &e.  rated 
for  police-tax  at  five  pounds  sterling  of  yearly  rent  and  upwards,  held  in  the  public  court- 
house, upon  Monday  the  first  day  of  July,  1799>  in  consequence  of  advertisements  published 
in  the  Aberdeen  Journal,  of  which  Thomaa  Leys,  Esq.  provost  of  Aberdeen,  was  unanimously 
elected  preses. 

The  committee  named  by  tiie  general  meeting,  held  here  the  26th  of  February  last,  to  consider 
what  roads,  streets,  &c.  it  might  be  necessary  to  alter  or  enlarge,  and  what  new  ones  it  might  be  pro- 
per to  open ;  also,  what  further  supply  of  water,  and  other  necessary  improvements,  might  ap« 
pear  to  be  wanted  within  and  about  the  town ;  to  procure  plans  and  estimates  of  the  expense  there- 
of; and  to  report  their  opinion  of  the  whole,  along  with  sudi  plans  and  estimates  as  they  might  ob- 
tain, to  a  meeting  to  be  held  in  the  same  place,  on  or  before  Monday  the  first  day  of  July  next,*- 

Reported,  That  they  had  frequently  met,  and  deliberately  considered  the  sundry  important  ob- 
jects, specified  in  the  remit,  and  for  fiicilitating,  as  well  as  expediting  the  whole  of  the  business,  had 
divided  themselves  into  sub-committees,  for  the  more  particularly  examining  what  the  committee 
considered  to  be  the  principal  and  most  essential  objects  committed  to  them^  viz.  the  two  new  avenues 
or  streets  proposed  to  be  opened  from  the  south  and  north  country  into  Castle-street,  according  to 
the  plan  and  delineation  thereof,  made  out  by  Mr.  Charles  Abercrombie,  surveyor;  and  the  bettar 
and  more  abundant  supply  of  the  inhabitants  with  fresh  water.  That  the  committee  had  obtained 
from  Mr.  Colin  Innes,  surveyor,  an  actual  and  accurate  survey  of  the  said  two  intended  avenues,  both 
to  the  south  and  norths  according  to  Mr.  Abercrombie's  original  plan;  and  that  after  walking  over 

along 
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along  with  hini,  and  deliberately  considering  the  line  of  both,  according  to  the  separate  plans  thereof 
now  approved  of  by  him  and  Mr.  Innes,  the  committee  are  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  the  proposed 
new  avenues  or  streets,  both  from  the  south  and  north,  should  be  carried  into  execution  according  to 
the  said  plana,  as  being  not  only  most  commodious  for  the  public  in  general,  but  also  as  being  more 
adapted  to  extend,  open  up,  and  beautify  the  town,  than  any  other  lines  of  road  which  have  yet  been 
proposed :  while  there  is  every  reason  to  expect  that  they  may  be  executed  without  ultimately  bur^ 
dening  the  inhabitants  with  the  expense ;  as  the  committee  are  induced  to  believe,  from  the  infor^ 
mation  they  have  obtained,  that  these  desirable  improvements  would  finally  reimburse  the  expense  of 
their  exeeution« 

The  two  plans  are  now.  laid  before  the  meeting  as  relative  hereto. 

With  respect  to  the  south  avenue  or  entry,  the  committee  have  had  frequent  meetings  and  com- 
munings with  the  heritors  and  occupiers  of  the  houses  and  grounds  along  the  course  of  it,  from  the 
top  of  the  Windmill-brae,  eastward,  to  Castle-street,  and  have  procured  from  a  very  considerable  part 
of  them  their  voluntary  consent  and  agreement  to  dispone  and  give  off  the  whole,  or  such  part  of  their 
respective  properties,  as  may  be  found  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  executing  the  new  street,  include 
ing  building  areas  to  the  extent  in  whole  of  160  feet  in  breadth,  upon  such  terms  as  the  committee 
consider  to  be  fair  and  equitable,  particularly  the  Marischal  college,  the  Trades'  hospital,  and  incor- 
poration of  hammermen,  according  to  the  subscription  of  the  parties  herewith  also  given  in ;  that 
some  others  of  the  proprietors  had  proposed  the  inunediate  sale  of  their  property  at  certain  fixed 
prices,  but  which  the  committee  did  not  think  themselves  authorised  to  accept  of.  That  the  com- 
mittee do  not,  in  this  stage  of  the  business,  ihink  it  expedient  to  cause  any  particular  valuation  be 
made  of  the  houses,  and  other  heritage,  which  may  be  necessary  to  be  purchased  for  the  execution  of 
this  street ;  but,  frcnn  the  best  information  they  have  received,  it  may  amount  to  about  L.SO,000. 

With  respect  to  the  north  avenue  or  entry  proposed,  the  committee,  upon  examination,  find,  that 
the  proprietors  along  the  course  thereof  are  inclined  to  dispose  of  their  properties  upon  fiiir  and  li- 
beral terms,  although  the  committee  have  not  applied  to  them  to  subscribe  any  written  agreement  to 
that  effect,  owing  to  their  having  but  very  lately  received  Mr.  Innes's  plan.  And  to  the  general  ex- 
pense of  its  execution,  the  committee  are  satisfied,  that,  in  proportion  to  the  very  great  accommoda- 
tion which  will  accrue  both  to  the  public  and  proprietors  along  its  course,  it  will  be,  comparatively 
with  the  south  avenue,  inconsiderable,  especially  after  examining  the  ruinous  state  and  situation  of 
most  of  the  tenements  that  fidl  within  the  line  of  this  road 

It  is  with  great  satis&ction  the  committee  fiurther  observe,  that,  in  recommending  these  neW  open- 
ings, they  only  revive  what  have  been  desirable  objects  with  the  inhabitants  of  Aberdeen,  on  former 
occasions,  and  which,  indeed,  have  been  attended  to  in  the  present  existing  law,  for  the  better  paving, 
&C.  the  streets  of  this  city,  in  a  very  particular  manner.  And  when  they  compare  the  present  im- 
proved state  of  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  and  even  Perth,  with  Aberdeen,  they  cannot  help  expressing 
some  regret  that  the  execution  has  been  so  long  retarded. 

As  to  water,  the  committee,  after  deliberating  fully  on  the  subject,  and  taking  into  consideration 
the  result  of  the  enquiries  and  experiments  they  have  caused  to  be  made,  are  unanimously  of  opinion, 
that  the  present  supply  b  not  fully  adequate  to  the  service  of  the  inhabitants,  nor  to  what  the  increas- 
ing taste  for  cleanliness  and  elegance  requires,  much  less  to  what  would  be  wanted  for  any  consi- 
derable additional  number  of  inhabitants ;  and  which,  from  the  now  flourishing  state  of  trade  and  ma^ 
nufactures,  there  is  reason  soon  to  expect  That  in  the  present  mode  of  distribution,  although  of  late 
considerably  improved,  there  are  several  parts  of  the  city,  within  thereach  of  delivery,  without  a 
supply;  while  there  are  others,  above  the  elevation,  to  which  none  of  the  present  courses  would 
riso-That  the  former  of  these  situations  is  that  extensive  track  from  the  Woolmanhill  to  Little 
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B^imont-street  indusivi^,  and  which  might  befuiHished  WiA  at'  l6Ut  a  partial  supply  frt>in' the  did-  oY 
upper  course,  leaving,  at  the  same  time,  what  is  supposed  would  be  stttfidettt  fbt  thdse 'parts 'whidi 
have  their  supply  flrom  that  course.  And,  as  the  expense  of  layirig'apfpe,  &C.*  for  thii  tetnporiuy  re- 
lief^ would  not,  fi*oiU  the  estimates  which  have  b'eeH  given  in,  exceed  th6'  sum  of  L.150  ^t^ling,  and 
may  be  executed  in  the  space  o^a  few  weekis,  the  cbnimittee  have  tiiken'the  liberty  of  sugge^ng  to 
the  commissioners  of  police  the  propriety  of  giving  directions  for  executing'this  work  with  all  con< 
venient  speed,  as  being  a  measure  contributing  essentially  td  the  oonvemente  of  so  large  ahd  respec- 
table a  part  of  the  community ;  and  with  respect  to  the  mdre  abundant  supply,  for  ftimishing  'such 
persons  as  may  be  desirous  of  having  water  delivered  from  the  main  by  private  pipes  into  the&r 
houses,  the  conunittee  have  caused  a  soTwaipftion^piyer  to  be  sent'roiiiid  among  the-inlubitaiitfl,  in 
order  to  ascertain  their  sentiments,  as  to  availing  themselves  of  the  benefit  of  that  accommodation,  at 
an  annual  sum  not  exceeding  thirty  shillings  each,  over  and  above  thie  expense  of  introducing  the 
water  into  their  houses  from  the  main,  after  it  is  laid  in  the  street^  and  under  such  other  regulations 
and  conditions  as  may  be  fixed  upon  by  a  nugority  of  the  subscribers,  or  a  committee  to  be  elected 
by  them :  and  that  a  considerable  number  of  subscriptions  to  this  purpose  have  already  been  obtain- 
ed; and  so  far  as  they  have  been  able  to  learn,  the  scheme  meets  with  very  general  approbation 
among  the  inhabitants. 

It  appears  ta  the  committefe  to  embmee  twa  desiraM^objeets ;  firsti  ta  afibrdthe  iiAkbitaiiti'ttt 
accommodation  at  acfaarge  perfectly  vduntaij^  aadA^  when  cooipilred  wMt  theadtkntagea^  batw- 
connderafalef;  ahd,  next,  to  pvrfl  the  attainment  of  that -accoriiiiiodatiiihi  iit '  the  powdr  of  eVeryiAhribb* 
tant  widloat  distinction,  on  fair  and  liberal  priitciides ;  with  thnikrtfaer'  advantage:,  thatit*neither  "tti* 
mlnisbes  the-  fund^aptiticable  to  the  present  svpplieB  of  water,  ncnr  increaaea  the  conaonj^ticni ;  hAt, 
onthe'ctmtx^,  eridentiyteodt  to  redact  it,  and  thetebyradi^  aMtb'drt  atieomiMkocbfion  of*  die 
poorer  class  of  inhabitants. 

The  comtnittee  hwe  had  little  opportunity,  as  yet,  of  inTestigating*the  expenditure  of  tlie  funds, 
under  the  management  of  the  commissioners,' fei^  the  bett^  pc?ing>  fte.  this  >  city;  but  such  infimna* 
tion  «8  they  have  obbdned  satisfies  them  that  it  has  beto  done  wfthstrict  eooAosnyand  attefllion. 
But  as  this-  committer  have  not  yet  learned  the  views  of  the  oommisdoBersy  as  to  extending^  iniprov* 
ing^  or  aheringin  any  miihner  the  existing  law,  the  conubittee have  not'apjj^ied their atSention tothe' 
consideMtion  cft  that  part  ofthe  reniit 

The  committee  are  sensible  that  the  fiiregoing  report  is  not  so  complete  as  they  could  hate  Vfshed 
or  expected  to  have  rendered  itin  a  sholttime;  but  they  thbiq^t  it  itifcemfeeiit'oD  them^againlt'the 
time'iqppointed,  to  acquaint  their  constituents  with'  the  progtesa  they,  had  nmde,  in  thlrfaope  that* 
wh2rt  is  already^  done  wiH  lA  port  meet  the- widkfes  of  the  nwtfthi|pi  aiidfohildt 'someinkteiiah  fer  pco« 
secuting^the  business. 

If  the  meeting  ar6  pleased  to  ad6pt'thi  planis  that  are  suggetted,  the  cbmmittee  bfegf'l^te  tfrrc-  • 
commend  the  appointment  of  another,  for  continuing  what  has  been  begun,  and'sd'faf' diMiedW^ 
the- former,  for  considering^  the^mostpiroper^meana  of  •pi'ocuriiigi  the*  tempUway  advaAcr^yf*  the  silms 
necessary'  for  the  undertakings;  to  give thfe'  necessarJrTioUcei^  in' terms  of"  the'  omfcivoP  theHouse' 
of  Commons)  and  to  prepftre  a  draught  of ^bOi'for  the  requiaieiiict'ofpaflismttn^'  framecbwrasto'' 
spedfyuts'purpbses;  and  to  leisive  little  more  than  the  exeeutvAi^  thBXdmmiwwMlCis  >  tobe-named 
under  it ;  whidi  dralught,  With'  a  report;  theooihmitt^  sfaould-br  inMfoeted  to'  layrfofefore'a  tneetih^^ 
to  be  held  on  or  beforethe  second'Mendayof^Septembte  next/ that;  u^  caw  the  sameistippreved  of> « 
there'may  be  time  t6  apply  to  panifamentnext  ses^n,  fdr  havia^it  pcsaed  lAto'Hlew: 

Ahd  the  said  report  having  bfiett  deliberately  considered '  by  the  m^ihg,  they  unanimouaiy  ap- ' 
prove  thereof,  and  resolve  that  the  same  shall  be  printedTaTlheixifdrhudbn  oTthe  inhabitants ;  and; 
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Jn«Md«r  AAt«iy>  tinieinay:)>e.lo6t>  m,adiMDcii\g  the ;great  and  essential  improvements, recoBunendod 
by  the  «9p(Nrt^.tl|e.inpftiipg  do  Itor^by  ofli^ew  xuune  and  continue  tbe  saipe  committee  of  gentlemen  re- 

.{NNtors^  fi>r  enn^yipg  into  execution  what  is  suygested  in  the  report^  and  whom  the  meeting  hereby 
invest  with  full  powers  for  that  purpose. 

And  they  request  the  committee  will  bestow  their  immediate  and  further  attention  tothediffierent 
ohjeeta  now  in  vieiw^  so  as  to  be.^)a}>led  to  fiimishj  not  only  the  i^pecific  particulars  of  the  different 
blanches  md  plans,  but  also  estiip^ates,  as  nearly  as  possible,  of  the  general  expense  of  carrying  the 
same  into  effect,  with  a  draught  of  the  bill  for  the  requisite  ^act  of. parliament,  for  the  information  of 
this  meeting,  and  all  others  concerned,  on  or  before  the  second  Monday  of  September  next. 

And.  the  m^etLog  recoinqiended  to  such  individuals  as  may  have  any  information  to  communicate 

to  the  committee,. that  they  will  do  so  under  their  proper  signatures  or  names  only,  sa  that  the  com- 

mi^tee  may  have  an  c^portunity  of*  conversing  with  them  on  the  sulk|ect  of  such  information,  if  they 

,£Dd  it  necevsery ,  and  this  meetii)g  mre  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  no  regard  or  attention  whatever 

ought  to  be  paid  to  any  anonymous  .writing,  or  to  communications  under  fictitious  signatures. 

The  mfi9itv9g  upaivmousiy  return  their  best  thanks  to  Provost  Leys,  and  the  other  gentlem^  of 
the  committee,  Jpr  tb^ir  gr^at  attention  and  pevsevecance  inthis  business,  and  -^ho  to  .Provost  Leys, 
.  fi^r  caUii^jg  the^swde^  ju^  forihis.pvoper  C(9)duct  in  the  chair  this  day. 

(Signed)  Thomas  Lets,  <Preses. 

At  an  ediiQUcn^genexal  meatijtg  of  the  inhabitants  of  Aberdeen^  possessing  houses,  &c.  rated  for 

■poUo&ptaic  at  five  pounds  sterling  of  year\y  rent  and  upwards, .  held  in  the  public,  oourt-house, 

vpon  Tu?94ay  the  17th  day  of  September,  1799>  in  consequence  of  advertisements  published 

in  the  Aberdeen  JourtuJ,  of  .which  Thomas  Leys,  Esq.  provost. of  Aberdeen,  was  unanimously 

.  elected ;  preses  >— 

Provost  Leys  reported,  ''  That,  agreeablyto  the  aj^ntment  of  the  general  meeting,  the  oom« 
mitteehad  lost  no  time  in  bestowing  their  attention  on  the  different  objects,  noommended  to  thenu 

<'  That  Mr.  Charles  Abercrombie,  surveyor,  having  been  in  town  lately,  they  had  obtained  from 
him  estimates  of  the  general  expense  of  forming  and  opening  the  two  proposed  new  streets  from  the 
south  and  north,  to  communicate  with  Castle-street :  That  the  expense  of  executing  the  south  street, 
or  entry,  including  the  building  of  four  bridges,  with  the  necessary  embankments,  amoimts  in  whole 
to  L.6495  6s.v8d.,  and  tbeexpense  of  the  north  entry,  L.635  d&  4d.,  confimn  toMr.  Abererombie's 
estimates  now  outhe  table. 

''  That  the  connnittee  had  also  calculated,  as  nearly  as  they  could,  the  probable  expense  of  the 
purchase  of  the  necessary  property  for  the  execution  of  the  south  entry,  from  Castle-street  to  the 
,east  side  of  the  Denburn,  which,  ihey  were  of  opinion,  would  amount  to  L.SO,000. 

''  That.theyihad  notmade  any  minute  calculation  of  the  esq^ense  of  puxchattng  the  necessaiy  pro- 
perty for  the  execution  of  the  north  entry ;  but,  from  the  view  they  have  formed  of  it,  it  will  be  com<< 
.paratively  smalL 

**  That  as  a  fund,  lor  answering  a  part  of  the  ea^Kme.  of  executing  the  south  entry,  the  commit-i 
4ee;find,  .npmi  owaideriog'the. plan  which  has  been  made  ont,.that  go  stances  for  houses  of  30  feet  in 
:front  by  ^0  feet  de^p  each,  will  be  obtained  betwixt  Shiprow  and  the  Denburn,  which,  at  a  moderate 
calculation  of  L^300  each  at  a  medium^  will  amount  to  L.27jOOO,  leaving  only  a  balance  of  L4000  to 

3  L  2  be 


Digitized  by 


Google 


444  ANKALS  OF  ABERDEEK.  [Appendix. 

be  provided  for^  besides  interest  of  money  and  incidental  expences,  whidi  the  committee  are  of 
opinion  may  be  raised  from  the  sale  of  stances  of  ground^  on  the  new  street,  to  the  westward  of  the 
Denbum  and  Dove-cot  brae,  not  included  in  the  above  estimate,  and  which  they  are  of  opinion  will 
be  fully  sufficient  for  the  purpose. 

"  That,  for  answering  the  expense  of  executing  the  north  entry,  the  committee  find,  on  examine 
ing,  that  about  GO  stances  for  houses,  from  the  north  side  of  Castle-street  to  the  new  slaughter-mar- 
Icet,  will  be  obtained,  allowing  SO  feet  in  front  by  50  feet  deep  for  each  stance,  whichi  estimating  at 
a  moderate  rate,  will  be  fbUy  adequate  to  the  purpose. 

*'  That,  in  a  work  of  this  kind,  where  no  tax  whatever  is  proposed  to  be  raised,  a  temporary  ad« 
Tance  of  a  large  sum  of  money  must  be  obtained,  and  the  committee,  being  satisfied  that  it  will  be 
ultimately  reimbursed,  are  of  opinion,  that  the  most  proper  mode  of  raising  such  a  sum  is,  for  the 
town-council  to  interpose  the  credit  of  the  community ;  and  that  it  should  be  recommended  to  that 
body  to  do  so  accordingly,  under  the  authority  of  an  act  of  parliament  to  be  obtained  for  that  purpose. 

'^  That  in  this  view  the  committee  have  formed  a  draught  of  a  bill  to  parliament,  for  enabling  the 
trustees  to  purchase  the  necessary  prox>erty  for  the  streets,  and  building  areas,  upon  fidr  and  equitable 
terms,  such  as  have  been  already  agreed  to  by  a  great  many  proprietors ;  which  bill  is  now  given  in, 
and  submitted  to  the  meeting :  And  the  committee  have  also  caused  give  the  necessary  notices, 
agreeably  to  the  standii^  orders  of  the  House  of  Commons ;  so  that  matters  are  ripe  for  an.  act  being 
applied  for,  on  the  sitting  of  parliament,  if  the  scheme  meets  with  approbation. 

"  With  respect  to  water,  the  committee  are  still  of  opinion,  that  the  present  supply  is  not  sufB« 
ciently  ample  for  the  accommodation  of  the  inhabitants,  and  that  the  Haalehead  springs,  which  are  so 
abundant,  and  of  so  excellent  a  quality,  ought  to  be  brou^t  into  town,  so  as  to  furnish  a  sufficient 
quantity  for  the  use  of  such  persons  aa  may  wish  to  have  water  delivered  firom  the  main  by  private 
pipes  into  their  houses.  That,  by  the  estimates  which  have  been  obtained,  it  appears  that  the  expense 
of  collecting,  bringing  to  town,  and  distributing  these  springs  into  mains  through  die  streets,  may 
amount  to  about  L.4500;  and  as  the  magistrates  and  council  are  by  the  present  police  aet  now  in« 
vested  with  powers  for  bringing  in  the  above  springs  for  this  purpose,  the  committee  are  of  opinion, 
that  it  should  be  earnestly  recommended  by  this  meeting  to  the  town  council  to  carry  the  measure  into 
execution  as  speedily  as  possible,  being  fuUy  pa»uaded  that  the  revenue  which  will  be  raised  on  this 
account,  at  a  moderate  rate,  from  persons  who  may  wish  to  avail  themselves  of  the  accommodation  of 
a  private  pipe,  will  be  fully  adequate  to  answer  the  expence." 

Which  report,  and  draught  of  the  proposed  bill,  having  been  read  to,  and  deliberately  considered 
by  the  meetmg,  they  unanimously  approve  thereof,  and  of  the  different  objects  recommended.  And 
they  request,  that  the  lord  provost  will  take  an  early  opportunity  of  laying  the  report  and  draught  of 
the  proposed  bill  before  the  town  council,  with  the  unanimous  and  earnest  request  of  this  meeting,  that 
they  will  take  the  proper  measures  for  carrying  the  same  forthwith  into  effect,  both  as  to  opening  the 
proposed  new  streeU,  and  bringing  into  town  the  water  of  the  Hazlehead  springs,  for  supplying  private 
pipes  to  such  inhabitants  as  may  desire  to  have  the  benefit  thereof;  and,  thereafter,  that  they  will 
order  the  minutes  of  this  meetmg,  along  with  theVeport  and  (baught  of  the  prv^sed  bill,  to  be  printed 
and  distributed,  for  the  information  o£  aH  concerned. 

Thereafter,  resolved  unanimously.  That  the  cordial  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to  the  lord 
provost  fbr  his  conduct  in  the  chair,  in  testimony  of  the  sense  the  community  ttitertain  of  his  un« 
weaned  exertions  in  promoting  the  foregoing  measures,  which  will  tend  so  much  to  improve  and  beao- 
tify  this  city,  and  be  attended  with  the  greatest  utility  and  accommodation  to  its  inhabitants,  and  the 

public  at  large. 

Resolved 
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ResolTed  also,  onanimaiuly.  That  the  thanks  of  the  meeting  be  given  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  com-i 
mittee,  for  the  great  attention  and  trouble  they  have  bestowed  on  the  matters  remitted  to  their  con« 
sideration* 

(Signed)  Thomas  Leys,  Pteses, 

^Appendix  to  the  DupUesJor  Bobert  Garden^  and  others^  in  the  case  of  John  Elphinston^  No.  IIL2 


EXTRACTS  OF  ACTS  OF  THE  TOWN  COUNCIL  OF  ABERDEEN, 

RESPECTING  THE 

NEW  STREETS,  OR  ENTRIES  TO  THE  TOWN. 

ZQih  Jubf,  1796.-*>Sederunt— George  More^  Esq.  Provost;  BaOlies  Copland  and  Ritchie;  Mr. 
Lumsden,  Treasurer ;  Provost  Abercrombie^  Baillie  Duguid,  James  Thomson,  Arthur  Milner> 
William  Johnston,  and  Convener  Clark* 

The  said  day  the  provost  laid  before  the  comicil  an  extract  of  a  minute  and  resolution  of  a  gene^ 
ral  meeting  of  the  trustees  under  the  turnpike  act,  for  the  county  of  Aberdeen,  together  with  a  mi-* 
nute  of  a  committee  named  by  the  said  general  meeting,  and  which  are  of  the  following  tenor,  viz. : 
*^  Aberdeen,  SOth  April,  1796*— At  the  stated  general  meeting  of  die  trustees  under  the  turnpike 
act,  for  the  county  of  Aberdeen.*— The  meeting  considering  that,  by  the  act  of  parliament  for 
making  and  repairing  certain  roads  in  this  county,  the  magistrates  of  Aberdeen  are  bound  to 
make  and  keep  in  good  and  sufficient  repur  the  road  between  the  town  and  bridge  of  Dee,  on  which 
condition  no  toll  can  be  exacted  on  said  road ;  and  considering  further,  that  the  present  track  of  said 
road,  by  Newbridge  and  the  fiowbridge,  is  acknowledged,  on  all  hands,  to  be  highly  improper,  and 
the  entry  to  the  town  thereby,  through  steep,  narrow,  and  angular  streets,  extremely  inccmvenient ; 
and  being  satisfied  that  the  justices  of  peace,  conunissioners  of  supply  of  the  cpunty,  and  trustees  vain 
der  the  said  act,  are  entitled  to  ascertain  and  mark  out  the  track  or  direction  of  said  road ;  and  being 
desirous  to  have  the  same  conducted  in  the  best  and  most  beneficial  durection  for  the  town  and 
county  of  Aberdeen,  that  it  may  be  made  without  delay,  do,  therefore,  hereby  nominate  and  appoint 
the  Earl  of  Aboyne,  Alexander  Moir  of  Scotstown,  Alexander  Irvine  of  Drum,  Geoige  Skene  of 
Skene,  John  Menzies  of  Pitfodels,  Captain  Henderson  of  Newton,  Mr.  Charles  Bannftrman,  advo« 
cate,  Archibald  Grant,  younger,  of  Monymusk,  and  John  Dumo  of  Catie,  as  a  committee,  of  which 
Alexander  Irvine  of  Drum  shall  be  convener ;  with  full  power  to  them,  or  any  three  of  their  number, 
to  meet  at  such  time  or  times  as  they  shall  judge  proper ;  and  to  employ  Mr.  Abercrombie  to  make 
a  plan,  and  mark  upon  the  ground  such  a  track  as  he  judges  mo&t  proper  for  die  accommodation  of 
the  town  and  county  of  Aberdeen,  and  to  report  the  same  to  the  above  committee,  who  are  hereby 
authorised  to  carry  the  same  into  execution.  And,  for  that  purpose,  to  point  out  the  same  to  the 
magistrates  of  Aberdeen,  and  require  them,  within  such  a  reasonable  period  as  shall  be  judged  proper 
by  the  said  committee,  or  their  said  quorum,  to  purchase  the  ground  necessary,  and  make  the  fore- 
said road,  in  die  same  good  and  sufficient  manner  as  a  turnpike  road  south  of  the  river  Dee.  And 
in  case  it  shall  be  necessary  to  ascertain  die  value  of  any  houses  or  ground  in  die  track  of  the  foresaid 
road  by  jury,  the  said  committee  and  their  quorum  are  hereby  invested  with  the  whole  authority  of 
the  commissioners  under  the  foresaid  act  of  parliament,  widi  full  power  to  them  and  then:  said  quo- 
rum. 
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•nun,  in  •oon junction,  with  the  magistrates^  or  otherwise^.to  takevrh^tever  meBtavQiB  jue  proper  mr  ne- 
cessary for«vahiing.euth.groand  or  houaes,  and  acoompliahing  all.tbe.purpofle8  of  thia  apppuMOneRt. 
The  meeting  appointed  the  clerk  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  above  minutes,  by  to*mQrrow'8;p^,  |o 
^fr.  ^berdw^bi^^  (Requesting  that  he  will  lose  no  time  in  coming  north,  in  order  to  make  the  above 
plan.  Extracted  from  the  Sederunt  Book  of  the  Trtuteesj-'-^igned,  Tno.  Burnett."  (Then  follows 
the  minutes  of  the  meeting  of  the  committee,  dated  l<lth  July,  1796,  and  also  a  eopy  of  Mr.  Aber« 
crombie's  letter  to  the  derk.)  And  the  council  having  deliberately  considered  die  foregoing  mi- 
nutes, together  with  Mr.  Abercrombie's  plan  and  report,  and  having  also  seen  and  considered  the 
turnpike  act  for  this  county,  are  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  the  trustees  under  the  said  act  are  not 
thereby  authorised  to  ascertain  and  mark  out  and  require  the  magistrates  of  Aberdeen  to  make  any 
particular  tia^  or  direction  of  road  between  -the  town  of  Aberdeen  and  the  bridge  of  Dee,  which 
they,  the  trustees,  may  judge  proper,  or  to  purchase  the  ground  necessary  for  this  purpose :  be« 
cause,  by  the  clause  in  the  act,  exempting  this  piece  of  road  from  payment  of  toll,  die  council  are 
bound  only  to  keep  the  same  in^ood  and  sufficient  repair ;  but  are  under  no  obligation,  in  order  to 
obtain  this  exempdon,  to  make  out  any  new  line,  without  their  own  consent.  And  with  regard  to 
the  plan  proposed  by  Mr.  Abercrombie,  by  the  Dovecot  brae,  the  council  are  also  unanimously  of 
opinion,  that,  although  it  may  possess  advantages  very  desirable  to  be  obtained,  yet  the  very  great 
expense  necessarily  attending'the  carrying  it  into  effect,  pardeularlythopuvehaae* of  private  property 
after  it  enters  the  town  till  its  junction  with  Casde-street,  far  exceeding  what- the  ^^indsofdie  com* 
'ffWu^.^aii  afford^  rend^s  the  scheme^  at  present,  ^dtpgether  impi|Mti<»44^.  Tbe.ooDnqil  being, 
i^vfrtbel^^.e^^tieine^  desirous  to  ol^jtein,  qareaf^^abie  terms,  a  avmmodioua^ppqoach.to  the  town 
ftyyntlie.  souths  reoppmeqde^  tp.tbe,i]9d9gjstx«tes  to  i^eet  .an^op^er  on  this  in^portai^t.^ject  with 
the  j^t)4i9«^^of.)iie  county,  91^  their  owipktee,  ^d  ^ykdeavqur^to  jaettle  the  present  question  in, a 
.way.boBe&Qial  bQth.to.d^  (oiwn  ^d  owfkty  ^f  Ab^rde^j .Md.tOcE^port\the, result pf^^bichiOonf^ 
.renoe  to  tM  cffim&»  .for  ,t)i^rj.<wii4eiKiti^Hi* 

<Sig|ied)  GsoBitB  U^ta,  fioyoet. 

[tlminQU  EegUter,  voLJxm.  p.  119«3 

25ihM^rch,  1799«-*Scdenmt-^iProvost  Leys,  andifour  ^Bidlies, 'Dean  4£  GaiM,  and  TMasmer, 
'Provost  Yottflg,  PkovQst  Move,  John  Dingwdl,  -^Thenas  ^Blaok,  Alexander  Eraser,  Poaooo 
-Frascr,  and  Deaeon 'Fidooner. 

Jbe  9914  ^7i  .the .provost :rq>Qr^  that  the  committee  ^{^pointedby  tbe^eneial n^eetin^^  of  .d^e 
iiJv»biVmt8.qifAli$ed>fbr  .electing  commissioners  of  police,  at  d^eir  meetix^  held  upon  the  ^6di  day 
.Qf  Jf^t:|n(mtb>  -for  the  j^eneral  improvement 4md. extension  of  the  police  of  ^.the  town,  fhadJbeld  seyo* 
r^  q(lfeti9lg&  for  the  purp<Me:Qf  qqnsidering  the  inost  effi^ual.4ffldt€}xpeditipus  metfMwi  of  carrying.in- 
•to.csBecutipp  :t)ie  .j>rcypQsed  new  street,  >or  avenue  to  the  .town,  from  ^tqp  pf  the  Dovecot  ,bni^> 
throng  <$aint*I(i(t}u|rinefs  jl^ill  to  the  C«vdeH|tr^,  according  to  Mr.  Abercrombia's  ^^im,  m  yMx^ 
.the  oommittee  1^  made  some. progress,  ^pd&Bmed  a  ^ubsorjptipn.pfiper,  intended  to.be  ajgned  by 
.the:heritors  ibn^ligh  whose  property  the  .propiKiBed  new  street  w^Oiljp^ss,  ^or  their  i^fprobp^A  of  tho 
meesupe,  fUEtd.^^greey^g  to  dil^pose  of  tbetf.r4?speotiverpiBoperti^  et  ^a  liurifu^  reaaomUe  frice,  and 
.that  they  found  thi^t^etreral  of  the  .bouses  und  jirpunds.^aleQg  ifye  .^cyiDpe  of  tbe,wu4  pew  atreet  he- 
]oiwed:tO:tbe  tr^psurer,  ^  odier  of  the  town's  pftee-^bWfers^  piyrt  ^wM^hf^  been  o^igipeU^pur- 
.eb^^ed  Ipr.ihe  iHMrp^pf  jfoowdiRgthe  «d4 j^«  .I¥iv^QH|l9<ly:M»0:J¥>SA9»iWd:gir4«n  in  dx^  3b|i»- 
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roWlh6idngktig  th'A^'&terMHV^natt  dt  pTkaibr6AA:  And  tlie  CGftnidl'beWi^  desiriitiit  to  do  ereiy 
thih^iii  i}it&f  poif^'fbt  pKttiMng^  a  mtmxt^  of  so '  greM  i^ublic  beneOt  and  litiKty,  itity'  atrthorise 
and  empower  the  treasurer,  and  the  master  of  kirk  and  bridge  works  and'  ittoftiftcalidns,  and  any 
other  of  the  town's  office  bearers,  who  may  be  proprietors  of  houses  and  grounds  along  die  said  in« 
tended  new  road^  to  subscribe  the  said  consent  and  agreement^  along  with  the  otH^  heritors,  ac« 
cording  to  the  copy  thereof^  now  laid  before  and  approved  of  by  the  counciL 

(ISgned)  T1I011A8  Lett's^  IVotost 

Qist  August^  1*799- — Sedemnt^Thbmas  lleyV  iJsq-  Provost;  the  four  Baillies,  Dean  of '  Guild, 
George  Thomson^  John  Dhigwall,  Alexander  Brebner,  James  Masson,  Tbiomas  Black^  James 
Mackie,  and  Deacon  Fraser. 

llie  sdd'dajr  tl^  provost  laid  before^  tfaii  c&iitkSk  a  prftifM  cb^^fthe-nfihtites  of  a  general  teeet>> 
in^^f^tltt'inhaMtiubfti,  hSd vipba  tHe  flrst'oT July* last;  upon the-'rfepcnrtttf*a wminSttee  8p](>dihted by^' 
a-forifi^r^  meMng,  relative^  to  th^  dpeiSiig^  and  maMc^  otff  ti^o*  new  sfare^tii,  or  avehues,  fitifD(k'tK&' 
south- and  north- cbuntry,  iAtb  tUe  {^le-sti«et- of  Aberdeen;  according  to  tUe-p^  delineation'^ 

thereof!  m»§k  out^by  Mh-  (Charles  Abe^cronAi^/  surVe^ror,  wiidreby^  the  sidd  coi^^mitfee  r^rlcKl  tbeir ' 
ufiittftn6tiii  op^dhi  that^die^pfdpb^etf  new  afenue§  or'sbreieits;  tioth-from  the  sdiEth  atldiiMhyidKftfld' 
bScanned-into  extortion, -accordicnj^  tcf  th^said  plai!n,a^  being  not^ only  most  dbmso^dSroUs  fW^the' 
fAiblfoitf  general;  bttid^*  as  bein|^  more  ada^tM  to  escten^^^  opto  upi*,  andbeatdfQr  the  t(/wti  it^Hv* 
tIiL8tit*-afty  otherlines  of ^  rtmd VhSdt  ImVe  ytlt  bctetf  piMposed,  while  there  wiEis  every*  reasoif  to  exp^  - 
tUitthey^mijffat  b^  executed  wfth'out  ultimately  burdening  the  inhabitants  witbf  th'^  expense;  as  the* 
cctii&ittee'  wbre  induced  W  believb,  Aofchi  the  infbnnk6cm  ^tJity  had  dbdiih^;  that  these*  dekfarable  im«^' 
I^^o^etiiehfs  would  SheBBty  'reimburse^  the  eJtpfeiisG^'of  thieir  exfecution.    Whfch  Tffpatt  hatifl]^ 'bfeeft  con- ' 
sM^fi^byt&e'ssSd'^iieralixiteeting;  they  Tiad'iiriahimoufelyaiqirbvea  thereof;  atid;  i&  order' that'nbr' 
thttCitfght'belostan  ad^aifcing  thi^  gr6at  and' essentid^'improveii&ehts' recommended  *by' the  repdrt, 
ditf^oTue^  nbittie  aAd  k^nthraether  slune  ctoiAoattee  of  gehtlenien  reporters,  with  full  -f^ow^rs  to  con-' 
aider  thl^iibidst  "pHofp^  iniftati^^f 'pr6(Aiiing  this  xiA^^dMy  advance  of ^e'  money  nece^darjr  f^'carrying 
otPthe  und^UtMngs,  recoTmnend  'to  give  the*  Necessary  notices  in  tlt^  newspapers;  in  terms  of  the  or<^* 
dM  cf  th^  House  of '<)ommons,  and  to  prqwe  a  draught  of  a  biH  £6t  tire  requisite  aid  of  parliidment, 
IframM'so  a^  to  sfkiSfjr  its  ^yttrposes,  and  to  leave' little  more  than  tUe^  execution,  to  tbk'cois&niissibnferS 
txt^  named 'under  it    WhSdt'mlinuteB  and^^Vocedure  of  thie  said  gener^  meeting,  and^eport  of  the 
c6ihmTtteethiftr«n  referred  to,  having  been  heard,  and  deliberately  considered  by' the  cotirtdl,  they* 
ulrnbiiniously  ratify  atid  Approve  of  the' same;  in  so  faf  as  they  are  concerhed/  parti<itdafly  the  open- 
ii^and  making' out  of  tfae^  said  Ivror  nev^proposed  streets,  or  avenues,  as  being  a  tneasure  wUidi  they 
tf^sstisfied  wiS  gf-^tly  tend  to  extend/  enlarge,  and  beautify  thi^  towh,  and 'what  hks  idso  b^n 
ii^hrdMred  and 'wanted  by  the  infaabitailt^  far  s^eral  years -past  ^:  Ahdin'  order  that  no  time  may 
bi^lostlirap^n^  for  and 'obtaining  theprbposed^act 'of  pafliahibtit  during  th'^  etfsuiihg' s^dion,  the 
dmhcH  authorise  the*  nlagistrates,  in  their  name;  to  ckusenoticesrto  b^'publish'^d  in'  the' newspapers 
afihe'intentidn  t6  ap^y  fdr  sudh"^  act,  in  terms  of  the  stattdi^'g  ordekrs  of  the  'Hou^e  of  Commons. 

(Signed)  THovits  Lsrt;  Provost; 

^Council  BegUter,  vol.  Ixvii,  p.  21 6.3 
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l%th  September^  1 799.— Sederunt — The  Provost^  Baillies  Farquhanon^  Dagaid,  and  Murray, . 
Dean  of  Guild  and  Treasurer,  John  Dingwall,  Provost  Young,  James  Mason,  Thomas  Black, 
and  Deacon  Fraser.     . 

The  said  day,  the  provost  laid  before  the  council  the  muiutes  of  the  general  meeting  of  the  in-i 
habitants,  rated  for  police  tax  at  L.5  of  rent  and  upwards,  held  in  the  public  court-house  yesterday, 
the  17th  curt,  proceeding  upon  the  report  of  their  committee,  by  which  it  appears  that,  from  esti- 
mates they  had  procured  from  Mr.  Abercrombie,  surveyor,  and  other  calculations  they  had  made, 
that  the  expense  of  opening  and  making  out  the  proposed  new  street,  or  avenue,  from  the  town  to 
the  south,  and  the  purchase  of  the  necessary  property  for  its  execution,  from  the  Castle-street  to 
the  east  side  of  the  Denbum,  might  amount,  in  whole,  to  about  L.30,000  sterling ;  and  that  the 
execution  of  the  proposed  new  north  street,  or  entry,  would  be  but  comparatively  small,  including 
both  opening  and  forming  it,  as  well  as  the  purchase  of  the  necessary  property :  That,  as  a  fund  for 
answering  as  part  of  the  above  eicpense  of  the  south  entry,  it  appeared  that  ninety  stances  for  houses, 
of  thirty  feet  in  front  by  fifty  feet  deep  eacb,  would  be  obtained,  betwixt  the  Shiprow  and  the  Den« 
b];un,  which,  estimated  at  L.SOO  each,  upon  a  medium,  would  extend  to  L.27,000,  leaving  only  a 
balance  of  L.3000  to  be  provided  for,  besides  interest  of  money,  and  incidental  expense  i  which  ba- 
lance may  be  raised,  from  the  sale  of  stances  of  ground,  to  the  westward  of  the  Denbum  and  Dove- 
cot  brae,  not  included  in  the  above  estimate,  and  which,  the  committee  were  of  opinion,  would  be  fully  . 
sufficient  for  the  purpose.  That,  for  answering  the  expense  of  the  north  entry,  it  appeared,  that 
about  sixty  stances  for  houses,  thirty  feet  in  front  by  fiflly  fieet  deep,  each,  might  be  obtained,  from 
the  north  side  of  the  Castle-street  towards  the  town's  new  slaughter  market,  which,  estimated  at  a 
moderate  rate,  would  be  fully  adequate  for  defraying  the  expense.  That,  in  an  extensive  work  of 
this  kind,  the  oonmiittee  were  of  opinion,  that  the  most  proper  method  of  raising  the  sum  necessary 
&r  its  execution,  would  be,  for  the  town  council  to  interpose  the  credit  of  the  community;  and  that 
it  should  be  recommended  to  that  body  to  do  so  accordingly,  under  the  authority  of  an  act  of  par- 
liament,  to  be  obtained  for  that  purpose,  a  draught  whereof  had  been  made  up  and  prepared  by  the 
committee,  for  the  consideration  of  the  general  meeting.— (The  minutes  then  enter  upon  the  matter 
of  the  Haiilehead  spring.)— Which  report,  above  narrated,  having  been  read  to,  and  deliberately 
considered  by  the  said  general  meeting,  Uiey  unanimously  approved  thereof,  and  of  the  different  ob- 
jects thereby  recommended,  and  requested  that  the  lord  provost  would  take  an  early  opportunity  of 
laying  the  same,  with  the  draught  of  the  proposed  bill  to  parliament,  before  the  town  council,  ac- 
companied by  the  unanimous  and  earnest  request  of  the  general  meeting,  that  the  council  would 
take  the  proper  measures  for  carrying  the  same  forthwith  into  effect ;  and  that  the  council  would  or- 
der the  minutes  of  said  general  meeting,  along  with  the  committee's  report,  and  draught  of  the  pro- 
posed bill,  to  be  printed  and  distributed,  for  the  information  of  all  concerned.  All  which  having 
been  heard,  and  deliberately  considered  by  the  council,  they  unanimously  approved  of  die  important 
work,  as  recommended  to  them  by  the  above  general  meeting  of  the  inhabitants,  and  are  of  opinion 
that  the  town  coimdl  should  afford  every  aid  in  their  power  for  promoting  the  same.  But^  in  re« 
spect  that  the  annual  change  of  the  magistrates  and  council  will  take  place  in  a  few  days,  they  re- 
commend to  their  successors  as  early  as  possible  to  take  up  and  seriously  consider  the  above  objects, 
so  earnestly  recommended  to  them,  and  to  take  such  steps  therein  as  the  importance  of  the  said  works 
may  appear  to  require ;  and  the  council  appoint  the  clerk  to  lay  this  act,  and  the  whole  papera 
therein  referred  to,  before  the  first  meeting  of  the  next  council,  so  as  the  same  may  be  kept  in  view 
and  attended  to  by  them  as  early  as  possible. 

(Signed)  Thomas  Lxts,  Provost 

{Council  RegUkr,  vol.  Ixvii.  p.  SI 9*!] 
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28lh  September 9  ITdd'-^^Sedenmi— John  Dingwall^  provost^  BaiUies  Murray  and  Lumsden,  Dean 
of  Guild  and  Treaamcr,  Frovoat  Leys,  Mr.  Jaines  Hadden^  Mr.  ThomaB  M^Combie^  Mr.  John 
Gill>  Mr.  Alexander  Gakoy  Mr.  George  Mole>  and  Deacon  Rosa. 

The  said  day,  Mr.  Carnegie,  the  clerk,  laid  before  the  council  the  act  of  their  predecessors,  of  date 
the  18th  of  September  current,  containing  the  substance  of  the  report  of  a  committee  of  a  general 
meeting  of  the  inhabitants  rated  for  police-tax,  at  L.5  of  yearly  rent  and  upwards,  relative  to  the 
opening  and  making  out  of  two  new  streets  or  avenues  to  the  town  from  the  south  and  north,  by  the 
bridges  of  Dee  and  D(m,  according  to  separate  plans  thereof  made  out  and  subscribed  by  Charles 
Abercrombie  and  Colin  Innes,  surveyors ;  and  also  respecting  the  bringing  into  town  the  springs  of 
water  at  Haalehead,  for  affording  a  more  abundant  supply  to  the  inhabitants  by  private  pipes  into 
their  houses,  as  made  and  reported  to  a  general  meeting  of  Uie  same  class  of  inhabitants,  held  upon  die 
17th  of  September  current,  along  with  estimates  of  the  expense,  as  nearly  as  could  be  obtained,  of 
executing  both  the  said  important  public  works ;  and  the  draught  of  a  bill  proposed  to  be  brought 
into  parliament  in  this  present  session,  for  the  more  ready  and  effectual  execution  of  these  works  ; 
together  with  an  act  of  the  said  general  meeting,  requesting  that  the  council  would  take  the  proper 
measures  for  carrying  the  whole  forthwith  into  effect,  botii  as  to  the  proposed  new  streets,  and  the 
bringing  into  town  the  water  of  the  Haslehead  springs ;  and  thereafter,  that  they  would  order  the 
minutes  of  the  said  general  meeting,  along  with  the  report,  and  proposed  draught  of  a  bill,  to  be 
printed  and  distributed,  for  the  information  of  all  concerned.  In  consequence  of  all  which,  the  last 
council,  by  their  act  above-mentioned,  unlmimoualy  approved  of  the  execution  of  both  the  said  im« 
portant  works,  and  were  of  opinion,  that  the  town  council  should  afford  every  aid  in  their  power  for 
promoting  the  same.  All  which  having  been  read  over  to,  and  deliberately  considered  by  the  present 
oeuncO,  they  unanimously  concur  in  opinion  with  their  predecessors,  with  respect  to  both  the  above 
important  wcarks,  and  resolve  and  agree  to  afford  every  assistance  in  then:  power  for  promoting  and 
forwarding  their  execution ;  and  particularly,  by  interposing  the  credit  of  the  community  in  raising  a 
sum  of  money  to  a  certain  extent,  for  helping  to  defray  such  expenses  as  it  shall  be  found  necessary 
to  be  disbursed  in  the  beginning  of  works  of  such  magnitude  and  extent;  and  in  order  that  as  little 
time  aa  possible  may  be  lost  in  beginning  to  their  execution,  the  council  name  and  appoint  Provoet 
Dingwall,  Provost  L^s,  Baillie  Shepherd,  Mr.  More,  dean  of  guild,  Bir.  Thomson,  treasurer,  and  Mr. 
James  Hadden,  or  any  three  of  them  as  a  committee,  to  whom  they  hereby  remit  fiill  power  to  take 
such  measures  as  shall  ^»pear  to  them  to  be  the  most  speedy  and  effectual  for  promoting  and  for 
forwarding  the  execution  ofboth  the  above  important  objects;  and  particularly,  to  cause  the  proposed 
bill  to  parliament,  along  with  the  minutes  of  the  said  general  meeting  of  the  inhabitants,  to  be  printed 
«nd  distributed  to  anch  of  the  inhabitants  as  are  interested  and  concerned  therein  for  their  informa- 
tion; with  power  also  to  the  said  committee  to  call  for  the  advice  and  assistance  of  any  of  the  other 
ncmbcra  of  council,  or  of  such  of  the  inhabitants  whom  they  may  deem  most  proper— Provost  Ding* 
wall  to  be  coDveoer  of  the  above  committee. 

(Signed)  John  Dingwall,  Provost. 

[Coimcff  Beprier,  voL  IxviL  p.  225.^ 


%%»%»<»i>»»»>>»>«»%»»»»»%»% 


11^  December,  1799^«--Sedenmt^The  Pkovost  and  four  BaiUies,  Dean  of  Guild,  and  Treasurer^ 
Thomas  M'Combie,  William  Johnston,  John  Gill^  John  Young,  Alexander  Galen,  Convener 
Craig,  Deacon  Ross. 
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The  Mid  day;  thrpcovoBt  reported^  dut  Ae  committoe^  appoiutadlftr  condaodng  the  pf<ogm»  of 
the  bill  authoriaed  \xf  die  oouQcil  to  be  brouglit  inta  parliiHMiiO  thie'stflflieDi  ibv  empeweifng  certain 
trustees  to  open  and  make  outtwo  new  stMeta^  ftom  the  sonlh  aadiuwttt^  tooananuikMito' with  the 
Castle-fltreet^  according  to  their  act^  of  date  the  28th  of  September  last^  had  caused  print  anddis* 
perse  a  sufficient  number  of  copies  of  the  said  bfll;  and  particularly,  that  they  had  caused  deliver 
fidl  copies  thereofj  and  of  the  minutes  and  resolutions  ot  the  general  meeting  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
act  of  the  town  council  respecting  the  same,  to  be  delivered  to  all  the  heritors  of  houses  and  lands 
through  which  the  said  intended  streets  are  proposed  to  be  carried,  or  to  their  known  agents,  accord- 
ing as  they  are  individually  described  in  the  bill  itself:  That  the  committeehad now  finally  ad^ 
justed  the  whole  of  the  said  bill,  which,  along  with  the  several  notices  and  intimations  made  thereof, 
in  terms  of  the  standing  orders  of  the  House  of  Conunons,  by  the  council,  for  leave  to  bring  in  the 
bill  how  soon  the  parliament  sits  down ;  which  petition  it  was  intended  to  send  up  with  Mir.  KWu^ 
dyoe,  the  town's  member,, who  proposed  to  set  out  for  London.in  the  beginning  of  next  month,  and 
to  be  presented  by  him  to  the  House.  The  provost  farther  represented,  diat  it  would  be  neoeasaiy 
to  procure  a  loan,  against  the  ensuing  term  of  Martinmas,  of  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  not  only 
for  defraying  the  expense  of  obtaining  the  proposed  act  of  parliament^  but  aba  for  enabting  the 
trustees  to  be  thereby  appointed  to  proceed  in  the  execution  of  it,  after  it  was  passed  into  a^law* 
All  which  having  been  considered  by  the  council,  they  unanimously  ratifj^  and  approve  of  the  whole 
conduct  and  procedure  of  the  said  committee  in  thisbusiness;  and  they  remit  to  and  empower  the 
magistrates  to  endeavour  to  procure,  against  the  20th  of  this  month,,  the  loan  of  any  sum  or  sums  of  ^ 
money  to  be  borrowed  by  the  treasurer  of  Aberdeen,  not  exceeding  in  whole  the  sum  of  L.10,0M 
sterling,  to  be  applied  for  the  particular  purposes  before-mentioned,  and' to  veport  the  amount  of  the 
several  sums  they  may  obtain,  and  the  names  of  the  particular  persons  who  are  to  lend  the  same^ 
in  order  the  treasurer  may  be  empowered  to  grant  them  the  proper  securities  therefor. 

(Signed)  JoHNi  Buiovau^  Tirmot/b. 

^Couneilliegitter,  vo2. Ixvii. p; 2S2.]1 


»%»»»%»»<^«*^>»%»»»»»%»»»%' 


^IstJamutrtf,  1800.^--Sederunt— The  Pl^ovostandTbur  Baillies,  Dean  ol  Guild,  and  Treasurer,. 
Thomas  IkfCombie,  John  Gill,  Geerge  Tower,  John  Ybtmg,  George  Mole,  Alexander  Galen, 
Convener  Craig,  and  Deacon  R^ss.' 

The  said  day^  the-  provost.laid  before  the  council  a  lettor,.  of  date  the  l^th-  ottn!^A%;  wUefehlid' 
been  received  by  Mr.  Can^gie, .  the  derk,  from- Mr.  James  Chalmers,:  soUcitoi^  London^  owniag.n* 
ceipt  of  the  printed  draught  of  a<  bill  proposed  to  be  bnonght  into  pailiament^  for  oipemtlig  d»  twtf ' 
intended  new  streets  from  the  south  and  north,  with  the  muiutea  of  the  geneiri  meetia^  o£  tfc^inha— 
bitants,  approving  of  that  measure ;  and  transmitting,  at  same  time,  to  the  derk  a  MS.  copy  of  the 
bill,  made  out  by  Mr:  Ch&hners,  from  the  draught  sent  him,  along  with  a  petition  to  the  House  6£ 
Commons,  to  be  signed  by  the  provost,  in  nameof  the-councii,  fbr'^leave  to  bring  in  the  bill :  That 
Mr.  Chalmers  advises  that  the  bill,  as  printed,  seemed  to  be  well  penned,  and  the  method  devised  for 
valuing  the  prox>erty  veiy  fair  and  propei^.  but  that  iia  had  taken  the  liberty  to  make  some  small  im« 
material  alterations ;  the  prindpal  of  which  was,  leaving  out  in  the  first  enacting  clause  what  was 
said  of  the  plans  and  surveys  of  the  engmeerBt,  for  twa  rcfBeig>:  fixeli  bteaiise'the  {way  xir  wBch  they 
are  introduced  seemed  to  tie  down  the  tnsstees.not- to  deviate  an  iolarftomrthe0rplto%  whidirhow* 
ever  perfect  they  may  be  thought,  would  be  improper;  and  secondly,  the:  plana  wo^  in  this  way 
made  part  of  the  act,  while  thore  was  no  mode  by  which  they  could  be  authenticated  by  the  Iq^isla- 
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lure:  and  noway 'to.diaw  diat  the  plang^to  whiflh^the  initUes  wU'held  aveidemioiUy  ibe  same  with 
those  prodtt«d  Jo  .parliMfwnt,  md  nfeiMd  to  in  the  ai^  Iwlead  of  whidi^  he  had  JDtrodueed>  in 
the  preamble  of  his  copy,  that  surveys  and  plans  had  been  made,  a  matter  of  fact  which  would  be 
proved,  and  was  proper.to  shew  that  the  scheme  had  been  formeddeliberately,  and  on  proper  advice: 
That  all  the  notices  required  by  the  standing  orders  of  the  House  of  Commons,  as  to  the  btU,  had 
been  complied  with,  and  ^nt  him ;  but  that  some  body  here,behoved  to  go  through  all  the  persons 
interested,  and  deliver  or  leave  for  them  a  notice  that  9uch  a  bill  is  depending,  and  that  their  pro- 
,perty  will  be  affected  thereby;  and  the  person  so  enq)loyed  for  this  purpose  must  go  uj>  to  London, 
and  be  awom,  and  attend  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Lords.  Mr.  Chalmers  farther  advises,  that 
he  had  had  a  meeting  with  .Mr.  Dorington,  the  out-door  .derk  of  the  House  of  Commons,  uponthis 
subject,  who  approved  of  all  Mr.  Chalmers'  alterations,  and  what  he  had  said  on  the  subject ;  which 
letter  of  Mr.  Chalmers',  with  his  MS.  copy  of  the  proi>osed  bill  to  parliament,  as  altered  by  him,  with 
the  petition  to  the  House  of  Commons,  having  been  all  deliberately  .considered  by  the  council,  they 
unanimously  approve  of  the  same,  and  of  the  alterations  proposed  to  be  made  on  the  bill  by  Mr. 
Chalmers,  and  appoint  the  petition  to  the  House  of  Commons,  after  being  signed  by  the  provost,  in 
their  name,,and  having  the  city  seal  affixed  to  it,  to  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Allardyoe,  their  member  in 
parliament,  in  order  to «be  presented  by  him  to  the  House.of  Commons,  how  soon  he  goes  up  to  Lon- 
dpn;  and  remit  to  and  empower  .the.committee,  formerly  named  in.this  business,  to  cause.trausmit  to 
Mr.  Chalmers,  the  solicitor  employed  by  themj  the  MS.  copy  of  the  .bill,  now  laid  before  the  council, 
aloqg.with  the  jplans  of  the  two  intended  streets,  and  such  other  documents  and  i»apei:8  as  may  be 
farther  necessary  in  .the  progress  of  the  bill  through  parliament ;  and  also  to  employ  some  proper  per- 
son to  give  intimations  and  notices  to  afi  the  heritors,  and  others  interested^  along  both  the  intended 
streets,  as  desired  by  Mr.  Chalmers'  letter ;  and  to  send  him  up  to  London,  in  order  to  certify  and 
swear  to  such  notices  being  made,  in  the  committee  of  the  Lords :  And,  in  general,  the  council  em- 
power the  saidcemmittee,  or  quorum  of  lhem'bef<Mre-named,'to  take  such  measures  as  shall  appear  to 
>tii«m  the  moat  speccfy  and-^flSratual  fw  pranoting  «id^orw«!Nding,;by  every  means  in  their  power,  the 
jnogrosB  of  the  aaJdhill  tJuraugh  patHaiwait,  in  all  -its  stages,  aye  and  until 'they  obtain  it  passed  into 
«]aw. 

(S^ped)  John  DINGWALL,  Pkovost 


AN  ACT 

roR 

OPENING  AND  MAKING  TWO  NEW  STREETS  IN  THE  CITY  OF  ABERDEEN. 

April  4,  1800. 

Whereas  the  principal  avenuM  tothe  centrical  parts,  of  the  dty  of  Aberdeen^  from  the  south  and 
north,  by  the  bridges  of  Dee  and  Don,  are  narrow,  indireet,  and  inoommodioua ;  and  the  increase  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  said  ei^,  and  'demand  for  houses  and  other  buildings,  render -it  expedient  to 
ppen  certain  new  streets  and.pasaages;  and,  by  the  direction  of  the  magistrates  of  theaaid  city,  sur- 
veys have  late^  been  made,  and^plans  ibrmed  for  two  new  streets,  ^with  areas  on.eachaide  theioeof^ 
intended  for  new  .building  lo  .occupy  the  prpperty  herein^after  described^  which  w^l  be  Mtanded 
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with  great  utOHy  and  advantage  to  the  public  in  general^  and  to  the  said  dty  and  its  inhabitants  m 
particular ;  but  as  this  design  cannot  be  accomplished  without  the  authority  of  parliaments- 
May  it  please  your  majesty^  that  it  may  be  enacted,  and  be  it  enacted,  by  the  king^s  most  ex- 
cellent majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons, 
in  this  present  parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  the  magistrates  and 
other  members  of  the  town  council  of  the  city  of  Aberdeen  for  the  time  being,  the  members  in  par- 
liament for  the  town  and  county  of  Aberdeen,  the  principal  of  the  Marischal  college  of  Aberdeen, 
the  president  of  the  society  of  advocates  in  Aberdeen,  the  convener  of  the  incorporated  trades,  and 
the  president  of  the  society  of  shipmasters  of  Aberdeen,  all  for  the  time  beiog,  shall  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  appointed  trustees  for  executing  this  act,  seven  of  whom  are  hereby  decUured  to  be  in  all  cases 
a  quorum ;  and  the  said  trustees  shall  be,  and  hereby  are  authorized  and  empowered,  from  and  after 
the  passing  of  this  act,  by  themselves  or  their  deputies,  agents,  workmen,  servants  and  others,  to  be 
employed  by  them,  but  upon  the  terms  and  conditions  herein^after  mentioned,  to  open  and  make  two 
new  streets  or  avenues,  the  one  from  the  south-west  part  of  the  town  of  Aberdeen,  beginning  at  a 
foot-path,  or  lane,  leading  from  the  entry  of  the  Damhead  road,  towards  the  Chapel  of  Ease,  and  to 
be  carried  from  thence  eastward,  nearly  in  a  straight  line  along  the  grounds  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Windmill-braej»  across  the  Denbum,  and  the  Back  and  Correction  wynds,  and  through  St  Catherine's 
hill,  and  the  Narrow-wynd,  until  it  join  the  west  end  of  the  Casde-street,  or  market  place,  of  the 
said  city;  and  the  other  beginning  at  the  south  side  of  a  foot  road  or  lane  adjacent  to  and  upon  the 
east  side  of  the  high  road  leading  to  Old  Aberdeen,  called  Love-lane^  and  to  be  carried  from 
thence  nearly  in  a  straight  line  south,  through  the  neighbouring  grounds  by  the  town's  meal  mar* 
ket  and  North-street,,  until  it  enter  the  north  side  of  the  Castle-street;  or  as  near  to  the  said  se« 
veral  lines  of  direction  as  conveniently  may  be. 

IL  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  trustees^  or  quorum  of  them,  ahatt  have  fiiH  power 
and  authority,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  and  authorised  to  treat  and  agree  with  the  several 
owners,  occupiers,  liferenters,  lessees,  and  all  others  interested^  fbr  the  purchase  of  such  lands,  houses^ 
tenements,  leases,  and  hereditaments,  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  making  and  completing  the  said 
two  new  streets  or  avenues,  in  the  direction  be&re  described,  or  either  of  them,  and  areas  on  each 
side  thereof  not  exceeding  in  whole  one  hundred  and  sixty  feet  in  breadth,  whereof  sixty  feet  is 
to  be  appropriated  for  the  street,  and  fifty  feet  on  each  side  thereof  for  areas;  particularly  with  George 
Walker  in  Bents  of  Skene— (here  follow  the  names  of  the  odier  heritors,  &&  in  the  line  of  the  south 
entry) ;  who  are  all  the  heritors,  occupiers^  or  liferenters  at  present  known  or  discovered,  of  lands, 
houses,  or  other  hereditaments  intended  to  be  occupied  by  the  said  south  street  or  avenue,  and  build* 
ing  areas  along  the^same :  And  also  with  Alexander  Moir,  Esq.  of  Scotstown^here  follow  the  names 
of  the  heritors,  &c  in  the  line  of  the  north  entry) ;  who  are  all  the  heritors,  occupiers,  or  liferenters 
at  present  known  or  discovered  of  lands  and  hereditaments  intended  to  be  occupied  by  the  said  north 
street  or  avenue,  and  building  areas  along  the  same;  or  with  the  hours  and  disponees  of  all  or  any  of 
the  aforesaid  persons ;  and  with  any  other  person  or  persons,  body  or  bodies  corporate,  who  are  or 
may  be  proprietors,  liferenters,  occupiers,  or  lessees  of  any  of  the  said  lands,  tenements,  or  heredita- 
ments, or  with  the  owners,  liferenters,  or  occupiers  of  any  other  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments;,, 
which  may  be  found  necessary  in  the  making  out  the  said  intended  two  new  streets  or  avenues  before 
described,  and  the  areas  on  eadi  side  thereof  to  be  occupied  thereby^  in  the  lines  or  directions  before 
mentioned  to  the  extent  before  and  after  specified. 

III.  Provided  always,  that  although  any  of  the  heritors,  occupiers,  at  liferenters  of  any  of  the  said 
lands,  tenements,  and  other  hereditaments,  shall,  through  misinformatidn,  have  been  wrong  named 
or  described,  it  shall  not  afford  any  ground  or  pretence  for  the  said  heritors,  or  others  interested,  or 
any  of  them,  for  objecting  to,  or  interrupting  the  execution  of  the  said  wwks  under  the  present  act. 

IV.  Provided 
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IV.  Provided  ako^  and  be  it  enacted,  that  the  said  trustees  shall  be  obliged,  on  or  before  the  Slst 
daj  of  December,  1800,  to  give  notice  by  advertisement,  to  be  inserted  in  the  newspaper  called  the 
Aberdeen  Journal,  and  in  one  of  the  newspapers  published  at  Edinburgh,  to  the  several  heritors  and 
liferenters  of  the  said  lands,  tenements,  and  other  hereditaments,  whose  properties  are  intended  to  be 
taken  and  purchased  for  the  purposes  of  this  present  act,  describing  such  properties,  and  the  owners 
thereof,  and  others  interested  therein,  as  far  as  known ;  otherwise  this  act  shall  be  no  longer  binding 
upon  the  said  heritors  and  liferenters;  and  after  such  notice  and  advertisement,  it  shall  be  in  the 
power  of  the  said  heritors  and  liferenters  severally,  if  so  inclined,  to  compel  the  trustees  to  proceed 
and  complete  the  purchase  of  such  lands^  tenements^  and  heritages,  in  the  terms  and  upon  the  condi- 
tions of  this  act 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  all  bodies  politic^  oor«< 
porate,  or  collegiate,  trustees,  heirs  of  entail,  tutors  or  curators  for  infants,  minors,  ideots,  furious  or 
other  persons^  and  to  and  for  all  and  every  other  person  or  persons  whomsoever,  who  are  or  shall  be 
seised,  possessed  of,  or  interested  in  any  of  the  said  lands,  houses,  tenements,  or  other  hereditaments, 
to  sell  and  convey  to  the  said  trustees,  all  or  any  such  lands,  houses,  tenements,  or  other  heredita- 
ments, or  any  part  thereof^  and  all  their  right  to  and  interest  in  the  same,  for  the  purposes  afore- 
said. Bee. 

VI.  Provided  always^  and  be  it  enacted,  that  in  case  no  agreement  shall  be  concluded  between 
the  said  trustees  and  the  said  heritors,  liferenters,  or  lessees,  or  any  of  them,  either  by  the  heritors 
and  others  interested  refusing  or  neglecting  to  treat  and  agree,  or  to  accept  of  the  value  and  price 
offered  to  them  by  the  said  trustees,  within  ten  days  afier  being  required  under  form  of  instrument  so 
to  do,  or  from  the  said  persons  interested  being  under  incapacity  or  unknown,  then  it  shall  be  com- 
petent to  the  sheriff-depute  of  the  county  of  Aberdeen  for  the  time  being,  or  his  substitute,  upon  ap- 
plication being  made  to  him  by  the  said  trustees,  to  name  and  appoint  seven  skilful  and  indifferent 
persons,  who,  after  being  sworn  by  the  said  sheriff  faithfully  to^  discharge  their  duty,  shall  have  full 
power  and  authority,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  and-required  to  value  and  appreciate  the  se- 
veral properties,  one  or  more  speciiied  in  such  application,  within  two  calendar  months  after  their 
being  so  appointed;  and  their  decision  and  determination  therein  shall  be  final  and  obligatory  on  all 
the  parties  concerned :  Provided  nevertheless,  that  it  shall  be  optional  to  any  heritor,  liferenter,  lessee, 
or  other  person  interested,  either  to  allow  the  appreciation  to  be  made  as  aforesaid,  or  (within  six 
days  after  the  nomination  of  appredators  by  the  sheriff  is  intimated  to  him  or  her)  to  name  one  ar- 
biter for  him  or  herself,  who,  along  with  another  arbiter,  whom  the  said  trustees  shall  be  obliged  to 
name  within  six  days  after  being  required  so  to  do,  shall  have  fUU  power,  and  they  are  hereby  em- 
powered to  ascertain  and  determine  the  value  and  price  to  be  paid  to  the  heritor  or  other  party  sub- 
mitter, for  his  or  her  property,  within  one  month  after  they  are  named ;  and  that  such  arbiters,  in 
caie  of  differing  in  ajpiidon  between  themselves,  shall  have  full  power  and  be  obliged,  within  ten 
days  after  such  difference  is  declared,  to  name  an  oversman  or  umpire  with  the  like  powers  as  them- 
selves, to  be  continued  during  fourteen  days  after  he  is  so  named^  and  within  which  time  he  shall  be 
obliged  to  determine. 

VIL  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  in  case  of  the  said  arbiters  failing  to  determine  or  to  name  an 
oversman,  or  of  the  oversman  named  declining  to  accept  and  act,  within  the  respective  times  before 
limited ;  in  either  of  these  events,  it  shall  be  competent  to  and  in  the  power  of  the  said  sheriff-depute, 
or  his  substitute,  and  he  is  hereby  enyiowered  and  required,  upon  application  of  the  said  trustees,  to 
nominate  and  appoint  three  skilful  and  indifferent  persons  for  ascertaining  and  determining  upon 
oath,  by  the  decision  of  all  or  any  two  of  such  persons,  the  value  to  be  paid  to  the  heritor  or  heritors, 
or  other  party  submitters^  for  their  property  or  interest,  and  which  last  decisions  and  determinations 

shall 
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shall  alao  be  £nal  and  bindiiig  upon  all  the  ptaties  coneemed ;  notice  in  writing  being  always  given 
to  the  {person  or  .persons  interested^  if  they  can  be  discovered^  at  least  ten  days  before  the  time  of 
such  valuation  or  .asseaBmenty.  either  by  the  valuators  or  arbiters  to  be  named  by  the  sheriff^  or  the 
parties  .themselves,  intimating  the  time  and  place  of  the  meeting  of  the  valuators ;  by  delivering  such 
.notice.to  auch, person  or  :pei8ons  personally,  or  by  leaving  the  same  at  his,  her,  or  their  usual  place  or 
^places  of^bod^  or  with  some  tenant  or  occupierof  the  said  lands,  tenements,  or  other  hereditamoitys 
inteouded  to  be  valued,  in  case  such  party  cannot  otherwise  be  found  out^  to  be  served  with  such  no- 
«tice ;  and  all  which  decisions  and  determinations  to  be  made  and  .pronounoed,  either  by  the  appreci- 
ators  to  be  named  by  the  sheriff,  or  the  arbiters  named  by  tjhe  parties  themselves,  or  the  oversman, 
afVer  being  duly  authenticated,  shall  be  entered  in  the  records  of  the  sheriff  court  of  Aberdeen,  and 
the  same,  or  copies  thereof,  signed  by  the  derk  of  court,  .shall  be  deemed  .and  taken  as  good  and 
lawful  evidence  in  all  courts  of  law  and  equity  whatever. 

rVUI.  Provided  Jievertheless,  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  or  inftheepower  of  the  said  tmatees  to 
coa)pel.any  ^iropnletor  of. houses  or  heritages  in  the  line  of  the  avid  streets,  or  within  the  propoead 
axeasintended  to  be.buiU  upon*  to  sell  or  dispose  of  the  same,  by  valuation  or  othorwise^  ae  hweby 
directed,. for  .the  j^orpoae  or  with.a  view  of  the  said  trustees  ^gain  selling  or  diapomg  of  audi  houees 
or  heritages  as  they  formerly  stood,  but  only  for  the  purpose  of  taking  down  the  same,  and  diflposiQg 
«of  or  using  the  ground  and  areas  for  the  purposes  of  this  act;  nor  shall  it  be  lawful  to.thesaid  tru8« 
tees  to  enter  upon  the  premises,  or  to  dispossess  the  proprietors^  occupiiersj  or  lessees  for  the.time,  of 
ally  part  of  the  said  houses,  tenements,  or  other  hereditaments,  at  any  time  sooner  than  it  shall  be* 
come  necessary  to  use  and  employ  the  same'  for  the  purpose  of  opening,  and  making  either  of  the 
said  intended  new  streets,  or  the  execution  of  the  plans  pf  building  on  the  areas,  on  each  side  thereof  j 
and  particularly,  that  it  shall  notbein  the  power  of  the  said  trustees  .to  sell  or  dispose  of  a^y  of  the 
said  'houses,  tenements,  or  other  hereditaments,  or  to  cause  any  part  thereof  to  be  taken  down  .or  re- 
moved, except  for  the  execution  of -the  pu^^poses  of  this  act  only ;  but  such  proprietors,  after  their  ac- 
ceptance and  receipt  of  the  agreed  or  awarded  .price  of  their  respective  properties,  shall  be  liable  and 
obliged,  during 'their  possession  thereof,  to  pay  to  the  said  trustees  such  reasonable  sent  or  annual 
consideration  for  the  same,  as  dhall  be  agreed  on  between  fhem  .and  ihe  said  trustees,  or  as  shall 
be 'fixed  by  the  arbiters  who  previously  determined  the  value  and  price  to  he  paid  therefor. 

IK.  And  be  it.further,enacte4>  Jthat  if^o^ttf  (he.own0«e,.propvietois,  and  leasees  of  tbe  jaidlands, 
houses  tenements,  or  other  hereditaments,  uponlfigal  trader 'made  tohim^  h«r,>or  them  xespectively, 
either;persoiially  or  at  their  dwelling-houses,  if  r«sidii|g  writlmifthe  cityof  Aberdeei^  er  .ifjresiding 
withoutihe  said  city,  madeat  the  dwelling  house  of  aometeaaantor  occMpier.of  •the.picmiaas,'diall 
refuse  or  jiQglect  to  accept  of  ^uch.offerad  price,  ortif  the  party  or  parties  inteveated  aball<not  be  abl^ 
to  make«aiitA^ood.title  to  the.premises,  to'thfrsatiafiMrtionof.tbe  said.ahmff  depute,. or  .that  the  aub« 
jects  are^ncumbered  or  entailed,  so  that  the  price  of  the  same  'CannoC  be  safely  and  kgB%  paid  to 
the  partieaimmediately  interested ;  inaay  of  these  events,  the  said  trasteesiare  and  dMllJbe  authoriaed 
to  make^payment  and.consignation  thereof;  with  the  approbation  :and  wamnt  of  the.eaid  dieriff-de- 
pute,  or  his  substitute,  into  the  Bank  of  Scotland,  or  Royal  Bank  of  Scotland,  for.the.use  andbAoof  of 
the  parties  ^ruly  interested,  &c. 

X.  (Clause  for.reinveating  .purchase  money  of  lands  beloiiging  to -persons  who  are  disabled  or  in« 
capacitated  ^m  receiving  the.priees  of  properties.) 

XI.  (Lifeienten  to  be  aecufed  m  5  per  cent  ofthepriee.) 

XH.  (In  case  the  price  awarded  shall  not  be  paid,  the  award  to  be  null  and  void.) 

XIII.  And 
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XtlL  And  be  it  enacted,  tMut  it  rittD  and  may  be  la^M  tb  atf d  for  the  stdd-  tiroslteee,  and  they 
9St  Hefeby^  auAorised  and  empowered,  after  ntiiddng  pfeignneftt  of  aneh  sum  or  stuns  of  money  afrdiall 
be  agreed  on*  between  diem  send'  the  said  owners  and  oceuplerSi  or  olSier  persons- interebtiBd'  therein 
respectively,  or  adjudged  or  awarded^  as  afbresaid,  for  tHe  purchase  of  the  said  lands,  houses,  tene^ 
ments,  and  other  hereditaments,'  tacks  orieases,  or  aller  ctms^nationiifef^of  in* the  cases  aforesaid;  to 
order  die  said-housesi  tenements^  and*  other  bnildingSi  to  betricfen  down,  and  the  areas  to  be  deared; 
and  otherwise  use  the  prqierty  so  aecquired^  as  shdl  be*  thoughv  proper  and  necessary  by  dte^  said 
trustees,  for  the  jpurpoaeetyf  this  tsct* 

XIV.  And' be  it  also  enacted^  that  after  the  purchase  of  any  such  tenements,  houses,  lands,  and 
other  hereditaments,  as  shall  be  found  necessary  for  the  execution  and  completing  of  the  said  new 
streets  or  avenues,-  Mid  the  areas  on  each  side  thereof  the  said  trustees- shidl  be,  dnd  they  ai^  hereby 
antboiiaed'and  empowered^  tt>  sell  by  puUlic  auction,  for  an  ad^uaeeprlbe,  the  materials^  of  all  sudi 
Ileuses  and  buildings^,  and  also'the  rencaining  gromid  or  building  areasaiong  eaoU  side  of  Oie  saM  in^ 
tended^new  streMs,  for'paythent  either  of  a  rMtfoimlfle  prioe^  or' annual  fou^duty-;  andHhat  they  shall: 
be  obliged  to  aceount  for  and  apply  iMir  the  pmrehase'  money  and  annual  fen^dnti^s  thereof  to  andf 
for  the  pui^piosM  of  thi6  act>  and  nbtte  oUier ;  and' that  they  ar«f  and  stiall  be^aiithoriaed'  andempower^ 
ed:  to  pa^  the  purchase  money  or  adjured'  vidue  of  the-  said  lands^  tenenients,'  and  other  hereditapa* 
ments,  tacks  or  leases,  out  of  such  sums  of  money  as  they  may  nuse  by  voluntary  subscriptions^,  or  outr 
of  such  other  sums  as'shall  beraised  and  received  by  them,  inway  of  loan  or  odierwisey  for  tiiepur* 
poses  of  this  aot« 

XV.  Provided  also;,  and  be  it  enaotied,  that  pvevidas- notice  shall  be  given  by  the  said  trustees  to 
Ite  tettantt  Aid«oocdl[»en  of  all  such  lands,  tenements,  houses,  leaseb  and  other  hereditaments-,  as  are^^ 
ti>  be  so  converted  anddisposed-offorthepurpoeeeafiMreaaidi  thHae' months  at  lieftM"  before  the  term  of 
WhitsundHy,  at  which-  tife  said  tenants -or  oecu|^ers  are  to  be  removed  th^eflrom,  by  affixing  a'  notice 
in*  writing  to  Aav  effeet' upon  the  most  pslttnt^  door  of^  such  henseSi  tentotenfts;  and  other*  heredita* 
mentk^  or  by  dfehvetin^soch  nMiee  totheprlneipd  oeeoplers  thereof* 

XVr.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that' in  the  event  of  either  of  the  said  new  streets,  or  areas -on 
each  side  thereof  cutting  through  and'  taking  of  only  a  part  of  any  of  the  houses  oi^  buildings  that 
may  be  standing  thereon,  or  of  the  gardens,  courts,  or  other  grounds,  occupied  thereby,  the  pro« 
prietors,  liferenters,  and  possessors  of  such  houses,  buildings,  and  other  hereditaments  aforesaid>  shall 
be  entitled  (iTthey  so  incline)  to  receive  and  be  paid  the  full  and  adequate  value  of  the  whole  of 
such  buildings,  houses,  and  other  hereditaments ;  and  which  the  sdd  trustees  shall  be;  and  are  hereby 
db%ed  to  punrhase^  aeoomft  for;  aoid'plry  aeoordlngiy,  aatliesatiitt  shall  be  ddiemuiled,  intheman«i 
ner  before  directed 

XVII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  all  the  meetings  of  the  said  trustees  shall  be  held  within  the 
town  house  of  the  said  city,  and  that  they  shall  have  four  quarterly  stated  general  meetings  during 
the  year,  in  the  same  place,  videlicet,  upon  the  first  Tuesday  of  June,  the  first  Tuesday  of  September, 
the  first  Tuesday  of  December,  and  the  first  Tuesday  of  March  annually,  at  twelve  of  the  clock 
noon,  for  putting  this  actT  and  the  powers  hereby  committed  to  the  said  trustees  in  execution,  begin* 
ning  the  first  of  the  said  quarterly  meetings  upon  the  first  Tuesday  of  June  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  ;  and  that  iit  all  meetings  of  the  said  trustees,  the  provost,  or  odler  person  acting  as 
chief  magistrate  ofthe  said  dty  for  the*  time,  shall  preride;  and'in  case  of  an  equality  of  votes  in  any 
question  that  may  come  before  the  said  trustfees,  shaB  have  a  casting  or  decisive  vdfee  therein,  as 
imU  as  a  deliboriftive  mie;  and  that  thehr  preees  shaU  cause  the  whole  of  the  said  trustees  to  be  sum* 
motied  to  attend  the  said  quarterly  meetingr,  by  written  or  printed  ndtices,  to  be  given  to  them  per* 
ionally,  or  left  at  their  dwelling  houses  (if  resi^ng  wit^n  the  said  city)  at  least  twenty-four  hours 
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previous  to  the  time  of  the  eaid  meetbgs;  with  full  power  also  to  the  said  trustees  to  nomiiiate  and 
appoint  treasurers^  clerks,  and  other  officers  and  servants,  proper  and  necessary  under  tbem^  in  order 
to  the  due  execution  of  this  act,  and,  when  they  think  proper,  to  remove  and  displace  them,  or  any 
one  of  th^m  respectively ;  and  also  to  limit  and  appoint  reasonable  and  adequate  salaries,  wages,  and 
other  allowances,  to  be  made  and  paid  to  such  officers  and  servants,  and  to  make  such  other  orders, 
rules,  and  regulations,  as  the  nature  of  each  particular  service  shall  seem  to  them  to  require,  and  th^ 
shall  deem  expedient ;  and  from  time  to  time  to  vary,  alter,  or  revoke  any  of  the  said  rules  and  regom 
lations,  and  to  do  such  other  acts  and  things  as  to  the  said  trustees  shall  appear  proper  and  neces- 
sary for  putting  this  act  in  execution,  they  being  always  consistent  with  the  several  powers  and  re- 
gulations of  this  present  act. 

XVIII.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  the  said  trustees  present  at  such  quarterly  meetings  may  adjourn 
themsdves  fitnon  time  to  time,  as  they  may  think  proper  or  necessary,  for  executing  the  powers  vested 
in  them  by  this  act;  and  that  the  derk  of  the  said  trustees  shall  give  written  or  printed  notices 
to  each  of  them  of  such  adjourned  meetings,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  required  for  the  said  quar- 
terly  meetings ;  and  it  shall  also  be  in  the  power  of  the  preses  of  the  said  trustees,  of  himael^  to  ap« 
point  other  meetings  of  them,  to  be  held  so  often  and  at  such  times  as  nuty  to  him  seem  necessary 
and  expedient;  the  whole  trustees  being  always  summoned  to  attend  every  such  meetings  in  manner 
above-mentioned 

XIX*  And  be  it  fiutfaer  enacted,  that  all  and  every  act  and  acts  of  the  said  trustees  shall  be  en- 
tered and  minuted  in  books  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  by  their  derk,  or  other  pers<m  to  be  appointed 
for  that  purpose ;  which,  and  all  other  books  and  entries  respecting  the  same,  or  that  ccmtain  any  ao« 
count  or  accounts  rdative  to  the  purposes  of  this  act,  shall  be  produced,  if  required,  at  every  public 
meeting,  and  shall  be  signed  by  the  preses  thereof;  and  such  entries  and  books,  after  being  so  signed 
and  authenticated,  shall  be  held  and  taken  to  be  the  original  orders  and  proceedings  of  the  said  meet- 
ings, and  also  shall  and  may  be  produced  and  taken  in  evidence  in  all  courts  whatsoever :  And  in 
case  any  surplus  of  the  money  repdved  for  the  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  acquired  by  the 
said  trustees,  shall  remain  in  their  hands  after  paying  the  expenses  of  this  act,  and  what,is  laid  out  in 
making  the  proposed  new  streets  and  the  new  buildings  on  the  sides  thereof,  the  said  trustees  shall 
be  and  they  are  herd)y  obliged  to  pay  such  surplus  to  the  treasurer  of  the  dty  of  Aberdeen  for  the 
time  being,  for  the  use  of  the  community;  and  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  any  member  of  the  town 
council  for  the  time,  to  call  for  an  account  of  the  money  recdved  and  expended,  and  to  sue  for  the 
payment  and  application  of  the  surplus  as  aforesaid* 

XX.  Phivided  always,  and  be  it  enacted^  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to,  or  in  the  power  of  the 
said  trustees,  to  enter  upon  the  execution  of  any  part  of  the  afbresdd  work  and  improvements,  until, 
they  shall  have  raised  and  secured,  by  subscription,  loan,  or  otherwise,  the  respective  sums  of  money 
following,  viddicei,  fifteen  thousand  pounds  sterling,  before  b^^inning  the  sdd  south  street  or 
avenue,  and  five  thousand  pounds  sterling,  before  b^^inning  the  said  north  street  or  avenue,  to  be 
applied  and  employed,  as  they  shall  have  occasion,  towards  defraying  the  expense  which  shdl  be  in- 
curred by  them  in  the  purchase  of  property,  or  otherwise,  from  time  to  time,  in  the  execution  of  the 
puiposes  of  this  act 

XXI.  And  be  it  also  enacted,  that  in  case  any  suit  or  action  shall  be  commenced  against  any  per- 
son or  persons,  for  any  thing  done  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  the  defendant  Of  defendants  of  sudi  suit  • 
or  action  may  produce  this  act,  and  plead  that  the  sud  things  were  done  by  the  authority  thereof; 
and  if  it  shall  appear  so  to  be  done,  that  then  the  defendant  or  defendants  shall  be  absolved  finom 
every  such  suit  or  action,  and  shall  have  triple  costs  and  expences,  in  the  defence  thereof,  awarded  to 
them,  from  and  against  the  prosecutor  or  prosecutors  of  the  ^ame. 

XXIL  (Dedared  to  be  a  public  act.) 
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No.  11. 

STATEMENT, 

Dated  QSd  September,   1817, 

BY    THE    MAGISTRATES    AND    COUNCIL    OF    ABERDEEN, 
With  reference  Co  their  Declaration  of  date  19tli  Sept  1817. 

Referred  to  in  Note  page  370. 

At  AberdeeDj  the  S3d  day  of  September,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen, 
in  presence  of  the  town  council  of  Aberdeen  : 

Which  day,  the  following  declaration  having  been  read  over  to  the  council^  was  approved  o^  and 
iq[)pointed  to  be  engrossed  in  the  council  record,  of  which  the  tenor  follows,  viz.— C(wiicf7^Aam6er, 
23i  September,  1817.— The  council,  in  reference  to  the  invitation  which  was  given  to  the  burgesses 
and  inhabitants  assembled  at  the  head  court,  on  the  20th  instant,  to  appoint  a  committee  to  investi- 
gate the  books  and  accounts  connected  with  the  new  streets ;  and,  finding  that  that  meeting  did  not 
deem  it  proper  to  nominate  any  such  committee,  consider  it  a  duty  they  owe  to  themselves  and  their 
predecessors  in  office,  before  dissolving  this  their  concluding  sederunt  on  public  business,  again  to  re- 
vert to  the  causes  which  have  led  to  the  present  pecuniary  embarrassments  of  the  town's  affairs.  In 
doing  this,  they  cannot  avoid  recalling  to  notice  the  strong  and  earnest  solicitations  of  the  inhabitants 
in  17999  to  interpose  the  credit  of  the  community  for  opening  and  making  out  two  commodious  and 
convenient  approaches  from  the  south  and  north,  the  want  of  which  had  been  long  felt  and  loudly 
complained  of.  In  purchasing  properties,  and  carrying  these  important  undertakings  into  effect,  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  new  street  act,  a  large  debt  was  necessarily  and  early  incurred ;  to  meet  the 
full  interest  of  which,  no  exertions  have  yet  been  able  to  realize  a  sufficient  revenue.  Still,  however, 
it  affords  some  source  of  satisfiiction  to  reflect,  that  the  money  expended  has  been  principally  paid  to 
those  inhabitants  whose  properties  were  situated  in  the  line  of  the  streets,  and  that  the  value  of  the 
other  properties  in  the  vicinity,  more  particularly  those  of  the  incorporated  trades,  has  been  greatly 
enhanced,  while  the  benefit  and  accommodation  to  the  community  at  large  must  be  admitted  by  every 
unprejudiced  and  candid  mind.  Thus,  in  procuring  a  great  and  lasting  improvement  for  the  city  of 
Aberdeen,  without  any  tax  having  been  imposed  upon  its  inhabitants,  has  the  debt  under  which  it 
now  labours  been  contracted;  vand  while  a  very  valuable  property  along  the  new  streets  is  still  un- 
productive and  remains  to  be  realized,  yet  the  funds  of  the  community,  as  vested  in  the  trustees  for 
Ae  creditors,  yield  at  present  an  interest  of  upwards  of  four  per  cent  per  annum.  It  affords  a  farther 
ground  of  satisfiuiion  to  reflect,  that,  in  later  times,  and  particularly  since  the  passing  of  the  new 
street  act,  regulations  have  been  established,  whereby  no  part  of  the  property  can  be  let  or  disposed 
of  but  by  public  auction ;  a  salutary  regulation,  which  has  been  steadily  pursued,  and  the  propriety 
and  benefit  of  which  must  be  generally  admitted.  Keeping  these  circumstances  in  view,  so  indispen- 
sably necessary  in  forming  a  fiur  and  impartial  judgment  on  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  administra- 
tion of  the  town's  affairs,  and  connecting  them,  by  way  of  explanation,  with  the  minute  and  declara- 
tion signed  in  council  on  the  19th  instant,  the  members  who  framed  the  said  minute  declare  that  the 
objects  they  had  in  view  were  solely  to  express  and  record  their  opinions,  that  a  change  ought  to  be 
^effected  in  the  manner  of  electing  the  council,  and  an  eff*ectual  controul  given  to  the  citizens  over  the 

8  N  expenditure 


Digitized  by 


Google 


458  ANNAL8  OF  ABBEDEEN.  [^Appendix. 

expenditure  of  the  town's  office-bearers ;  and  those  members  of  the  council  who  had  no  opportunity 
of  knowing  its  contents  till  it  was  read  at  the  oooncil-board^  do  declare^  that  their  views  neither  did, 
nor>  in  justice  to  themselves  or  their  predecessors  in  office,  could  go  farther.  In  referoioe  to  the 
term  *^  concealment/'  used  in  the  above-mentioned  declaration,  the  members  of  council  haveino  hesi- 
tation in  declaring,  that  they  did  not  apply  it  to  any  act  of  improper  concealment  within  their  know- 
ledge, but  that  it  was  meant  to  characterize  that  general  practice  of  the  borough  system,  which  does 
not  require  any  detailed  accounts  of  receipt  and  expenditure  to  be  annually  laid  before  the  public, 
and  the  usage  which  has  been  followed  from  time  inmiemorial  of  reading  abstracts  only  of  the  town's 
accounts  at  the  annual  head  courts.  To  obviate  all  future  grounds  of  complaint  on  that  head,  they 
conceive  it  their  duty  to  recommend  to  their  successors,  as  an  essential  branch  of  the  oontroul  which 
they  are  of  opinion  should  be  established  in  the  inhabitants,  tha;^  instead  of  these  abstracts,  full  and 
detailed  statements  of  the  receipt  and  expenditure  of  the  burgh  should  be  annually  exhibited  and  pub- 
lished for  the  information  of  the  community.  The  books  have  for  several  years  been  kept  upon  an 
improved  system,  introduced  by  some  of  the  present  members,  and  are  patent  when  required. 

While  the  council  are  fully  sensible  of  the  beneficial  effects  resulting  from  proper  checks  on  public 
officers  in  the  execution  of  their  duties^  and  of  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  sufficient  controul  in 
the  management  of  public  affiurs,  they  ar^  bound  to  declare,  that  their  recommendation  in  this  respect 
does  not  proceed  from  any  fact  within  their  knowledge  of  an  improper  nature,  connected  with  the  ad-« 
ministration  of  this  burgh  within  the  last  twenty  years;  and,  in  order  that  this  may  the  more  satis- 
factorily appear,  the  council  beg  leave  to  recommend  to,  and  earnestly  request  at,  their  successors  in 
office,  to  give  access  and  every  possible  publicity,  not  only  to  the  new  street  accounts,  but  to  alt 
other  books  and  accounts  of  the  burgh  during  their  administration,  ox  that  of  any  of  their  number, 
and  to  all  transactions  whatever  regarding  the  funds  and  property  of  the  community,  in  which  the  isi* 
dividual  members  of  this  council  may  have  at  any  time  been  concerned,  and  that  a  fiuthful  report 
thereof  be  published.  Before  concluding,  the  council  consider  it  their  duty  to  record  their  eonvic- 
^tion  that  their  predecessors  in  office,  who  conducted  the  great  improvements  before  referred  to,  were 
actuated  by  the  most  unwearied  zeal  in  carrying  into  effect  measures  which  had  their  origin  in  the 
anxious  recommendation  of  their  fellow-citizens ;  and,  while  they  are  of  opinion  that  a  well  digested 
alteration  in  the  present  set  of  the  borough,  will  be  attended  with  beneficial  consequences,  and  re« 
store  confidence  throughout  the  community,  they  again  bear  public  testimony  to  the  purity  aqd  up- 
rightness of  intention  of  those  who  have  preceded  them  while  these  improvements  were  in  progress. 
Alex.  Fraser  ^  H.  Gordon  AL  Simpaon 

Alex.  Duncan  Al.  Galen  Ja.  Hadden 

Al.  Brown  Wm.  Lumsden  Gavin  Hadden 

D.  Chalmers  Bobt  Walker  James  Cantley 

James  Milne  Geo.  Thomson  P«  Taylot 

Will.  Read  Charles  Hacket 

Extracted  from  the  council  record  of  the  boi^h  of  Aberdeen  upon  this  and  thesemi  fsno&^sigfag^ 

by  me,  town  cleric, 

(Signed)  Wm.  CARRBOflC 

lAppendix  io  Duplies  for  Robert  Garden  and  ethers,  in  the  case  cf  John  Elpldnston  and  others 
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No.  III. 

VOLUNTEERS. 

There  is,  ire  believe^  no  dass  of  men,  in  general,  more  loyal  and  independent  than  the  burgesses 
of  the  royal  boroogfas  of  Scotland  Daring  the  late  arduous  contest  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
government  of  France,  their  conduct  was  exemplary  for  patriotism,  and  distinguished  by  the  strictest 
principles  of  loyakj  on  ervery  occasion.  The  burgesses,  and  other  citizens  of  Aberdeen,  did  not 
neglect  to  display  their  loyalty  and  patriotism  at  this  important  crisis  with  union  of  sentiment.  At 
the  commencement  of  the  war,  they  formed  themselves  into  associations  as  volunteers,  for  internal 
defence;  and  continued  to  serve  with  ardour  and  zeal,  while  their  services  were  required.  We  cannot 
produce  more  ample  testimony  of  this,  than  by  annexing  a  list  of  the  officers  of  the  several  volunteer 
cx>rpB  at  the  peace  of  Amiens  in  1801 ;  and  also  at  the  commencement  of  hostilities  in  the  year  1803. 

VOLUNTEER  CORPS  in  1801. 


Soyal  JherdteH* 

(About  400  rank  and  file.) 

UeuienanUCoUmd  Commandant, 

Thomaa  BannermHi 

Major^  C  BaniMraum 

CupUunt, 

Thomas  Leys 

ChasL  Gordon 

Alex.  Brebner 

John  Swen 

John  DiQgwaU 
UeutenanU, 

Peter  Farquharsoii 

Alexander  More 

Charles  Favquharson 

James  TfaonsoQ 

William  Kack 

Thomaa  BtfmeCt 

William  D.  Foidyoo 

William  Gibbon 

William  Cai&egie 

George  Hogarth 
Chaplain,  James  Shirrefs 
Adjutant,  William  Byres 
Surgeon,  W.  Robertoon 


%<%<»»»*»%%^ 


Bojfal  Aberdeen  Light  Infantry. 
(About  800  rank  and  file.) 


litMiif^CoUmil  Commandant, 

Alexander  Danney 

1st  Mqfor,  James  Hadden 

2d  Major,  William  Dauney 

Captains, 

James  Chalmers 

James  Littkj<^m 

Alexander  Barroa 

John  Blaikie 

John  Johnston 

Charles  Baird 

Arthur  Farqpihar 

Alexand«  Duncan 

Alexander  Brown 

Alexander  Hall 
1st  JUeuienants, 

Alexander  Dutfaie 

Thomas  Duncan 

Robert  Sprii^ 

Charles  Fyfe 

George  Smith 

Charles  Pant<Hi 

John  Imray 

Jdin  Allan 

Robert  Caie 

Robert  Smith 
2d  jUeutenanis, 

James  Matthews 

S  N2 


David  Reid 
George  Barclay 
Alexander  Cooper 
John  Gordon 
William  Troup 
David  Chalmers 
Alexander  Low 
John  Law 


^%<i%»»^»» 


Artillery  Company, 
1st  Lieut.  Francis  Dodds 
Sub'Lieut.  James  Harvey 
Adjutant,  Andrew  Afleck 
Chaplain,  W.  L.  Brown 
Surgeon,  William  Dyoe 
Qr.'Mr.  Thorns  Duncan 


»»^%»%»»»<» 


Old  Aberdeen  VotmntlBers, 

(About  150  r»k  and  file.) 

Mttfor  CommandatU, 

Gilbert  Gerard 

Captain,  William  Jack 

Ut  LieuU.  R.  £.  Scott 

James  Gordon 
2d  Lieuts^  John  Irvine 
Robert  Low 
Chaplain,  Skene  Ogiivy 
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1st  Regiment  Aberdeen  Volunteer 

Infantry. 

(About  1000  rank  and  file.) 

L4eut.'Colonel  Commandant, 

William  Finlason 
Lieut.^CoL  Hay  Livingston 
Major,  William  Black 
Captains, 

Charles  Skene 

James  Roy 

James  Moir 

Alexander  Fraser 

James  Bannerman 

Thomas  Burnett 

W.  Gilbert 

David  Chalmers 
Lieutenants, 

Henry  Lumsden 

George  Mackenzie 

Thomas  Sangster 

William  Skene 

James  Simpson 

Alexander  Smith 

John  Brown 

James  Morison 

H.  Fullerton 

James  Turriff 

James  Dyoe 
.    Charles  Grant 

Charles  Baird 

John  Middleton 

Robert  Gibb 

James  Spalding 

Alexander  Duthie 

R.  a  Grant 

Alexander  Abercrombie 

George  Shinie 
Ensigns, 

John  Gordon 


VOLUNTEER  CORPS  in  180S. 

Alexander  Simpson  * 

James  Grant 

James  Blackball 

William  Donald 
Adjutant,  Andrew  Affleck 
Chaplain,  G.  Gordon 
Surgeon,  W.  Livingston 
Assistant,  W.  Donaldson 
QT'-Mr.  James  Grant 
Pay^Mr.  H.  Lumsden 

Aberdeen  Volunteers. 
(About  400  rank  and  file.) 
lAeutenant'Colonel  Commandant, 
Thomas  Leys 
Lieut.'CoL  James  Hadden 
Major,  Alexander  Brebner 
Captains, 
Charles  Farquharson 
.    Gavin  Hadden 
Charles  Gordon 
Alexander  More 
Alexander  Crombie 
John  Ewen 
Alexander  Pirie 
John  Low 

Lieutenants, 
George  Hogarth 
Robert  Tower 
James  Young 
William  Gibbon 
John  Young 
Francis  Gordon 
Duncan  Davidson 
Alexander  Low 
James  Hardie 
Ensigns, 
William  Carnegie 
R«  Abercrombie 


James  Young 

Thomas  Black 

James  Forbes 

Joseph  Hogarth 
Adjutant,  W.  Lamont 
Chaplain,  Jas.  Shinefi 
Surgeon,  Hugh  Blaqpherson 
Qr.'Mr.  Alexander  Low 


%»<^««^»»*<» 


Gilcomston  PUcemen. 

(About  150  rank  and  file.) 

Captain  Commandant, 

James  Chalmers 
Captain,  W.  Paterson 

Lieutenants, 
3.  Cadenhead,  jun. 
John  Cowie 
Chaplain,  James  Kidd 


%<»»'»»»»%»% 


Aberdeen  Pikemen. 

(About  400  rank  and  file.) 

lAeutenant-'Cohnel  Commandant^ 

Alexander  Tower 

Major,  George  Storey 

CapioMis, 
Alexander  Gibbon 
Arthur  Gibbon 
JohnGiU 
Alexander  Hall 
James  Buchan 

Yst  Lieutenant, 
Alexander  Fiddeir 
2i  lAeutenants, 
J.  Younghusband 
Alexander  Innes 
James  Midcalf 
W.  Stephen 
A^utant,  John  Emslie 
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No.  IV. 

miscellaneous  OCCrRRENCES  IN  ABERDEEN, 
From  A.D.  1707  to  A.D.  1818. 

NOT  jrXNriONJID  IN  THJB  PBJiCXDXNO  V(ARRAT1VE. 


1740    I    I    I    Gcddes^  ob  venerem  nefimdam  crematas  fiiit  apud  montem  Castri. 

1742    The  houses  of  the  town  brilliantlj  illuminated,  on  the  airival  of  the  news  of  Sir  Robert  Wal« 

pole  having  resigned  his  place  as  prime  minister. 
1745    In  the  month  of  December,  this  year,  there  appeared  a  comet  with  a  long  tail,  at  sun-setting, 

and  in  the  east  early  in  the  morning.    It  continued  visible  till  the  beginning  of  Februaxy, 

when  it  was  largest  to  observation. 
1 744    One  of  the  dtizras,  whfle  engaged  in  a  smuggling  adventure,  in  the  month  of  July,  killed,  by 

a  pistol  shot  fired  by  one  of  the  officers  of  the  customs;  for  which  the  collector  was  oonom 

mitted  to  prison  by  warrant  of  the  sheriff,  but  admitted  to  bail  by  order  of  the  crown  law« 

yers. 
1 749    In  the  Raik  fishing  of  Dee,  1500  salmon  caught  in  one  tide. 
1752    WiQiam  Wast,  sailor,  in  Seaton  of  Auchmedden,  executed  and  hung  in  chains,  at  the  Gallow* 

hills,  for  murdering  his  wife.    At  the  same  tune  and  place.  Christian  Frane  was  executed, 

for  murdering  her  bastard  child,  and  burning  the  body. 

1756  A  house  in  the  Huxter«row  burnt  to  the  ground,  by  an  accidental  fire. 

1757  A  Spermacete  whale  cast  on  shore  on  the  sands  of  Belhelvie,  and  claimed  by  the  magistrates, 

who  brought  the  blubber  to  town,  and  exported  it  to  London. 

1776    Alexander  Morison,  wright,  executed  and  hung  m  chains,  at  the  Gallowhills,  on  the  6th  of 
November,  for  the  murder  of  his  wife.    He  was  the  last  malefiurtor  executed  at  that  place. 

1785  In  the  course  of  the  winter,  there  was  much  rioting  in  the  town,  occasioned  by  attempts  to 
prevent  the  servants  and  apprentices  of  the  artificers  from  making  their  processions  through 
.the  town  on  the  anniversary  of  their  elecdona,  according  to  ancient  custom.  Several  of 
them  were  committed  to  jail,  for  disobeying  the  orders  of  the  chief  magistrate ;  but  they 
were  liberated  on  bail,  after  the  mob  had  demolished  the  town-house  windows. 

1789  The  genuine  dysetUeria  broke  out  among  the  fishers  of  Futtie,  and  raged  with  considerable 
virulence.  The  persons  infected  were  removed  to  the  battery  which  was  fitted  up  as  a  tem« 
porary  hospital  for  their  reception;  money  being  raised  by  subscription  for  supporting 
them. 
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No.  TI. 
CHARTER  OF  THE  LANDS  OF  ARDLAIB, 

QBANTEO  BY 

GAVIN  DUNBAR,   BISHOP  OF  ABERDEEN. 

TO  THK  PROVOST,   BAILUE8,   COUMCII.,   AND  COMMUNITY  OF  ABERDEEN, 
FOR  SUPPORTING  THE  BRIDGE  OF  DEE. 

Referred  to  in  page  4l6. 

Omnibitt  banc  cntam  vkmris  tvl  audiliim  Gauin^  wmoMkot  dkiia  Abiiddn^  epus  salutem  in 
Domino  Mttiintenili  Novtritif  noa  &l  dbfema  et  asaaoBa  ac  auiaamdto  daoani  et  capitiili  nre  ecclesie 
catliedralis  AUrdonafi  ad  hin:  apedalil  die  cqiitiilari  per  ■opa  caampane  majorii  ut  moris  est  ci^tttla« 
rittf  cbgragaUir^  Tocadac^  vocandia  et  intarfaw  ludiea  at  ptendefi  pvecedente  flekmia  traatatu  maturA 
daUbenitiona  phabita  ecckaiec^  )bt  oBtliadralia  Abiidoiieaat<^  rei  p«blioe  et  T^;ni  Sootietttilitatecon<« 
rideratis  dedisia  ^beasiiaw  aliexutte  ae  imparpataa  ^Mnaaaae  Nee  noa  dare  ^bcedere  alieiiare  etpra^ 
aenti  carta  im  Imparpataa  ^Mmara  dikctia  noatria  Gilbtrto  Maaaia  prapoailo  baUiuis  conailio  et 
c^tnanitati  burgi  da  Abirdtf  at  auk  sucomoribtta  ppoaitia  balliok  cMlio  at  dteranitati  pro  tempore 
eiuadfiBi  burgi  de  Abirdafi  Totab  et  iNTWiua  Tsuua  fiiaa  da  Ardlatr  cum  uniuersig  pertinetiia 
auia  jaeefi  infra  domina  et  aahyram  aram  da  Ckta  et  ^nnu^tata  da  Garioth  ac  ▼icecbmiHtata  de 
Abirdene  ad  anatentatieiia  mannCEinona  rapatationa  et  oum  opas  flierit  ra-ediflcation$  noui  la^dii 
pontia  superAunie  bou  aqpu^  de  Dee  prapa  ideai  burgnm  de  Abirdone  inter  terras  de  Kinoorthe  de 
Abbatim  et  ^uatam  da  Abirbrotbok  est  aaamdi  et  terras  de  Rnddreslonn  ad  beredaa  qiumda  Hen^ 
fid  Leith  olim  da  Bamis  apectaS  ex  boriali  paitiboa.  Qne  qtiid€  terre  de  ArdDair  cum  pertinefi  d« 
lq^{  fiierint  perpus  bevaditarie  pertinere  Andrea  SIpbinsMie  de  Sdmys  bc  de  nobis  et  etiam  nostra 
eccksia  cathedrali  Abirdona  per  senutium  ftodifirme  tente  in  oapite  Et  ob  non  exhibitione  sea  ex- 
tesione  carte  sue  infeodationis  dictarj^  tenasf  nobis  ut  de  jure  tenebator  per  nros  legittimos  pcessus 
pro  ut  juri  congruit  pre&to  Andree  ceteris<|^  omnibus  ad  easdem  tras  cum  pertinefi  interesse  baben« 
tib'  seu  jus  in  eisdem  quomodolibet  babere  ptendefi  ad  instantia  firam  super  premissis  legittime  ci<« 
tatis  sepius^  vocatis  Suisq^  c^tumatiis  kgittime  aocusatis  cui^  ob  causam  et  alias  rationabiles  causas 
nobis  et  suocessorib^  nostris  ad  pcrpetuo  in  pprietate  permanen  adiudicate  fuerant  ac  lapsis  anno  et 
dk  ad  plegia  nume  dimiss^  sea  petitk  in  rem  judicatam  transierunt  £t  quas  etiam  terras  de  Ardkir 
cum  pertinetik  Idem  Andreas  no  vi  aut  metu  duct^  nee  errore  kpsus  de  sua  mera  libera  ac  spcmta- 
nea  voluntate  pro  quade  certa  suma  pecunie  per  nos  eidem  Andree  in  sua  magna  et  vrgenti  necessitate 
persoluta  in  manib^  firk  tanq^  in  manib'  Dfii  superioris  eamnd?  cum  omi  jure  et  jurk  ckmeo  titulo 
proprietate  et  possessione  Si  quod  quern  aut  quam  habet  babent  aut  habere  potuit  in  seu  ad  limoi 
terras  cum  pertinetik  per  fustum  et  baculu  ad  perpetua  remanentia  pure  et  simplidter  resignauit 
cessit  et  diuirit  pro  ut  in  processibus  et  instrumetk  publick  desuper  oonfectk  latius  continetur  Ts« 
NEN.  et  HABBN.  totas  et  integras  terras  fins  de  Ardlak  predictas  cu  pertinefi  supradictis  ppositk 
balliuk  et  cbmunitati  de  Abirden  et  burgi  predict  ac  suk  suocessoribus  ppositk  balliuk  et  cbmuni* 
tati  pro  tempore  eiusdem  burgi 'de  nobk  et  suocessorib^  nik  episcopk  Abirdonefi  infeodo  et  heredita« 
rie  Imperpetua  per  omnes  rectas  metas  suas  antiques  et  diuisas  pro  ut  jacent  in  longitudine  et  ktitu« 
dine  in  bosck  plank  morf  mrasiis  vik  semitk  aquk  stagnis  riuolk  pratis  pascuis  pasturk  mdiendink 
multuris  et  eaatf  sequelk  aucupationib^  Tenationibus  piscationib'  petarik  turbarik  corboparik  colum- 
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bariis  coniculis  Cttnicolariis  hcnlis  pomariis  lapide  et  caloe  lapicidiis  &brilfljU8  brasiiiis  bnuuriis  et  ge« 
nestis  cum  cura  et  esxj,  ezitibus  herizeldis  bluid  vick  et  mulier]^  fichetiscum  cbmuni  pestura  cbsueta 
et  usitata  libero  introitu  et  exitu  ac  asiametis  ac  justis  suis  pertinen  quibuBcQc^  tarn  nominatis  q*^  non 
nominatis  tain  subt'  terram  (^  supra  terram  procul  et  prope  ad  pdictaa  terras  spectan  sen  juste  spec- 
tare  valen  quomodolibet  in  futurum  Et  adeo  libere  quiete  plenarie  integre  bonorifice  bene  et  in  pace 
sine  impedimeto  revocatione  aut  cbtradictione  aliquali  in  omibus  et  p  omnia  sicut  alique  tales  terre 
infira  regnQ  Scotie  bab^tur  tenentur  seu  possidentur.  Rjbddbnim)  inde  pmemorsti  ppositus  ballivi  et 
cbmunitas  burgi  de  Abirdone  predict  et  sui  successores  ppositi  ballivi  et  cbmunitas  p  tempore  eius* 
dem  buigi  de  Abirdone  ppetuo  anuatim  nobis  et  successoribus  nris  episcopis  Abirdonen  yiginti  sex 
solidos  octo  denarios  vsualis  monete  regni  Scotie  ad  duos  anni  terminos  consuetos  viz.  festa  penthe- 
oostes  et  Sancti  Martini  in  hieme  per  equales  duas  medias  portiones  nobis  pus  antedictam  recogni- 
tioDe  seu  resignations  anuatim  debitis  Vnacu  sustentatione  manutetione  reparatione  c^Sstructione  et 
reedificatione  cum  opus  fuerit  predicti  novi  pontis  sup  aqua  seu  fluvio  de  Dee  per  nos  strati  cvmstruo* 
ti  et  edificati  secundQ  vim  tenorem  effectum  et  continentia  cuiusdum  obligationis  per  preposita  bal« 
livos  et  cbmunitate  burgi  de  Abirden  p&t  desuper  nobis  pro  se  et  snis  saocessorib'  nobis  et  irocoes- 
sorib'  nris  episcopb  Abirdonen  fiu^  put  in  eadem  de  data  apnd  AbirdonS  die  decimo  quaxto  menais 
Decembris  anno  1529^  latins  cbtinetur  nomine  feodifinae  tanta  p  omi  alio  onere  servitio  «zaoti<ne 
vel  demanda  q  de  dictis  terris  cum  pertinen  quouismodo  exigi  poterit  vel  reqniri  Et  nos  antedict^ 
Gavin'  Abirdonen  epus  nostriq  successores  epi  Abirdonen  omnes  et  angiilaa  peedictas  teixas  de  Ard« 
lair  cum  pertinen  pre&tis  pposito  balfivis  et  c^teunitate  dicP  burgi  de  Abirden  et  suis  aaccessoribtts 
ppositis  ballivis  et  cbmunitati  eiusdem  burgi  pro  tempote  in  omib'  et  per  omia  f<Hrma  paritar  eteffectu 
pmissa  est  contra  omes  mcNtales  varnmtiaabim'  acquietabim'  et  imperpetuu  defendem'  In  cuius 
rei  testimonia  sigilla  nim  autenticom  necno  sigilla  cbmune  iiri  capituli  Abirdonen  pdict  huic  pnti 
carte  nre  in  signu  sui  consensus  sunt  appensa  et  eandem  manu  Sra  et  manibus  decani  et  canoniccnf 
Aburdonen  capituli  Abirdonen  pro  tempore  pom  subscripsim'  Apud  dvitatcm  Abirdonen  decimo 
quarto  die  mensis  Decembris  anno  Domini  1529^  Coram  testibua  via.  nobili  et  potanti  domino 
Georgio  Comite  de  Huntlie  venerabili  pre  Georgio  priore  Pluscsrte  coadiutoie  nro  et  mfttssffre  no- 
bilibus  venerabilibusc^  et  discretis  viris  magistris  et  dominis  Valtero  Qgflvj  de  Monjcabdc  Jdbanae 
Key^  de  Ravymscrag  Hectare  Boetio  unentf.  tnirum  professore  coUegii  Abirdonen  |»imario  WiUeU 
mo  Hay  earum  tranun  badialario  Willielmo  Hay  et  David  Makyson  notariis  publids  cQ  diversis  aliis. 

(Signed)  Gavin'  Abirdone&  Epus  manu  ppria 

Georgi'  coadjutor  Epi  Abirdonen  manu  ppria 
David  Dischintone  Cantor  manu  propria 
Thomas  MyrtoGn  Archidiacon'  manu  ppria 
Jacobus  Vavane  de  Vine  manu  propria 
Alexander  Spittale  de  Clate  manu  propria 
Robertus  Elphinstonn  de  KIncardin  manu  ppria 

^ecrdU^a  Eccksio!  Cathedrdlis  AberdonensU,  £  26Q 

It  appears  from  the  original  obligation^  granted  by  the  provost^  baillies^  coundt^  and  community; 
to  the  bishop^  that  the  andent  bridge  was  built  ''  of  fyne  aislar  stane  and  lyme  wyth  pillaris  pendis 
doubill  brasis  battaling  and  tableis  contenand  sax  pillaris  tua  land  stalls  and  seven  bollis  den  hevin 
and  laid  w^  brandaris  of  aik  buluark  of  aik  and  stain  about  the  said  brig."— [^ecnolc^  ^t  supra, 
foL  29.3 
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No.  VII. 
PUBLIC  IMPROVEMENTS. 

In  the  course  of  the  last  twenty-five  yean^  the  public  improvements  both  in  the  town  and  the 
county  have  been  carried  on  to  a  very  great  extent,  by  the  qpirited  exertions  of  many  patriotic  indi« 
viduals,  distinguished  for  their  zeal  to  promote  undertajdngs  of  that  description.  Every  one>  whose 
recoUection  extends  to  a  few  years  only  beyond  that  short  period,  must  be  sensible  of  a  very  striking 
difierence  in  the  external  appearance  of  this  part  of  the  kingdom.  The  consequence  has  been,  an  ex- 
tension of  trade  and  manufactures ;  a  gradual  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  aU  ranks  of  the  people  ; 
and  a  diange  in  their  mode  of  living,  and  also  in  their  manners. 

Having  already  had  occasion  to  notice  the  public  improvements  of  the  town  in  modem  times,  jre 

shall  now  annex  an  abstract  account  of  the  various  turnpike  roads  which  have  been  executed  within 

the  county,  and  in  which  the  town  and  communis  of  Aberdeen  are  more  or  less  deeply  interested. 

Coojectored 
Eitent  of  Bridjres  in         ezpenoe  of 

TURNPIKE  ROADS  in  tbs  COUNTY  of  ABERDEEN.  linei.  theHMsof        execntinc 

M.     F.    Y.  tJw  Roads.        the  work. 

No.  1.  From  Aberdeen  to  Ellon,              -           -  16  1  0  5  L.9000 

S £ll<m  to  Peterhead,        -                  -  Id  4  O  9  8000 

3 Peterhead  to  Fraserburgh,        •                -  18  0  0  5  7000 

4.  Ellon        to        Ditto,        -                «  .  26  0  0  7  15,000 

5 Peterhead  to  New  Pitsligo,              .-  16  0  0  3  6400 

6.  Fraserbuigh  to  New  Pitsligo,                -  10  5  3  5  3000 

7*  Aberdeen  to  Oldmeldrum,  (including  the  ex« 

pense  of  constructing  the  bridge  over  the  river 

Don,  at  Dyce),                -                     -  17  4  0  11  12,000 

8 Oldmeldrum  to  Fyvie,          -               -  8  0  0  2  4500 

9 FjTvie  to  Turriff,            •                    -  8  0  0  4  3000 

10.  Turriff  to  Banff,                    ■                   •  10  0  0  5  4000 

11 Newburgh  to  Bum  of  Udny,             •  6  2  0  2  2400 

12 Aberdeen  to  Inverury,            ■              -  16  0  0  7  12,000 

13 Inverury  to  Huntly,            -              «  22  0  0  6  12,000 

14.  Aberdeen  to  Skene,                -       •         .  9  0  0  4  9000 

15 Skene  to  AUbrd,                «-                .  17  4  0  10  5000 

16«  Tarland  to  Drumlasie,             -                 -  13  0  90  12  4000 

17 Aberdeen  to  Charlestown,               -  30  0  0  5  13,500 

260     4  93  102         L.I27f800 

Besides  commutation  roads  to  a  stiU  greater  extent  of  line  in  every  district  of  the  eounty, 
executed  at  the  expense  of  the  respective  proprietors  and  their  tenants 


^%*^<»%%»^fc»%%»^»»»^»»%^» 


The  following  abstract  will  exhibit  a  tolerable  view  of  the  veiy  laige  sums  which  have  been  ex<- 
pended  in  the  execution  of  the  various  public  works  and  improvements  in  the  town  and  the  county, 
since  the  year  1794. 

To  the  expense  of  the  new  streeU  of  Abeideen,  -  .  -  L.17 1,000 

...  Ditto  of  harbour  improvements,  &c.  *  •  •  127,600 

...  Ditto  of  Bride  well,  -  ^  .  .  .  10,000 

Carried  forward^  -  L.3O8,60O 
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Brought  forward,  -  L308>600 

To  Expense  of  new  priBOO,                  «                        «                      «                      •  8>000 

•••  Ditto  of  public  places  of  worship,  erected  by  the  several  oongr^gations,             -  20>000 

...  Ditto  of  Lunatic  Asylum,                        -                        -                        «                    •  2,000 

., .  Ditto  of  261  miles,  4  furlongs,  and  93  yards,  of  turnpike  roads  in  the  county,         -  1 27,800 

•••  Ditto  of  Stonehaven  turnpike  road,  executed  at  the  expense  of  the  treasury  of  Aberdeen,  12,000 

...  Ditto  of  Aberdeenshire  canal,                    *                       •                   •                «  449000 
...  Ditto  of  bridges  over  the  rivers  Dee  and  Don,  one  half  of  the  expense  of  which  being 
contributed  by  government,  the  other  half  by  the  landed  proprietors  in  the  vicinity, 

beingabottt                       .                       •                        «                        •  7,000 

L.529,400 
To'these  may  be  added  the  stock  sunk  in  canying  on  the  Greenland  fishery,  in  which  there 

axe  14  ships  employed,  ...  •  112,000 

L.641,400 
Besidea  improvements  of  the  harbours  of  Peterhead  and  Fraseibuxgh. 

Thi$  sum  it  greaify  more  than  the  value  cftke  fie  eimple  qf  the  whole  landed  property  of  the  town 
and  comUy,  at  the  time  eftke  unkm  of  the  two  kingdami,  in  the  year  1707* 


No.  XIU. 

The  collectors  of  the  cess  and  public  taxes  for  the  county  of  Aberdeen  are  Hary  Lumsden, 
and  Henry  Lumsden,  Esqrs.  The  following  table,  with  which  they  have  kindly  fiivoured  na,  will 
shew  the  sums  paid  by  the  county  for  the  sevcnd  years  under-noted. 

The  valued  rent  of  the  county  of  Aberdeen  ia  -  -  LjtSSfiGd    8  Jl   Scots. 

And  the  land  tax,  collected  according  to  that  valuation,  at  the  rate  of 
L.13  16s.  8d.  Scots,  for  each  L.100  Scottish  money,  is 

Table  qfaeeeeeed  taxes  qfthe  ooanty^for  the  following  ymre. 
To  window  tax,  -  •     .  »  I 

.0  Inhabited  house  tax, 

..  Male  servanti^  •  -  .  •       „ 

...  Private  four-wheel  carriages,  • 

...  Post-chaises  ... 

•••  Stage  coadi  «  ■  ■ 

...  Wheeled  cairiagea  with  less  than  four  wheels, 
...  Canriage  and  saddle  horses,  -  .i  . 

...  Dtnu|^t  and  husbandry  horaes,  •  • 

...  Dogs,  m  •     .  •        ,  m 

...  Armorial  bearings, 

...  Hair  powder  tax,  .  •  • 

10  per  cent  on  duties  levied  for  year  ending  Whitsunday  1808, 

L.1045  14    3j 
Deduct  allowance  for  chfldren,  •  -  217  19  11 


2715 

\    4  0  SterL 

1808. 

1318. 

.4099  4 

6 

L.4944  1  6 

482  16 

0 

772  16  9 

680  4 

0 

1474  5  0 

421  0 

0 

.  664  0  0 

142  16 

0 

126  0  0 

0  0 

0 

10  10  0 

114  0 

0 

292  9  0 

964  12 

0 

1323  5  6 

3148  17 

6 

2455  6  6 

278  4 

0 

591  2  0 

67  4 

0 

127  4  0 

84  0 

0 

50  10  6 

827  14    4} 


1^11^299  12    4^  L.12a831  10    9 
Property  tax  for  the  year  1 807,  ending  April  1 808«  •  20,571    7  1 0 

Do.  1815,  I8I6,  n  je7,649  18    7 
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No.  IX. 

In  farmer  parts  of  this  irork^  (pi^ges  gi  and  137)>  we  had  occasion  to  notice,  that  on  the  return 
of  king  James  VI.  to  Tisit  his  native  kingdom,  in  the  year  1617«  after  his  accession  to  the  throne  of 
England*  a  poem  was  composed  by  David  Wedderbum,  rector  of  the  grammar  school,  at  the  desire 
of  the  magistrates,  for  which  there  was  voted  to  him,  by  the  town  comidl,  a  remuneration  of  fifty 
marks.  When  this  drcumstanoe  was  notited,  we  had  not  been  able,  in  the  course  of  our  researches^ 
to  discover  that  work;  but  since,  we  have  fortunately  founds  in  the  "  Ddiiia poeiarum  Scotorum" 
printed  at  Amsterdam,  in  the  year  1637>  Mr.  Wedderbum's  poem  on  the  king's  visit  to  Sootland^ 
and  another  on  his  return  to  England.  As  t^at  publication  is  now  become  vevy  scarce,  and  as  these 
poems  may  be  regarded  as  curious  by  many  reader^  weshall  here  present  them  as  a  specimen  of  the 
^ttthor^s  poetical  talents,  and  attainments  in  literature ;  and  as  a  testimony  off  the  loyal^  and  at* 
tacfanunl  cf  the  community  of  Aberdeen  to  their  soverdign  at  the  time. 

Syneupkranierion  t»  reditu  Regis  m  Sooiiam^  I6l7« 


Phoebe  vale,  vosque  una  olim  mea  cura  sorores 
Ite  novem :  vanis  vestra  baud  ego  numina  votis 
SoQidtare  paro:  nee  jam  desertaper  alta 
Pamassi  me  raptat  opis  spes  indiga  vestrse: 
Qnippe  alium  facili  divertitur  orbita  divo 
Ad  Phoebum,  cujus  &ci.es  mihi  reddita,  anhelo 
Acreis  nesdo  quos  stimulos  sub  pectore  versat. 
JE^de  conspecta,  ferali  ac  Gorgonis  ore 
Diriguere  homines  in  saxa,  at  saxea  corda 
MoUiat  haec  fiu^es,  atque  entfaea  sense  ministret 
O  dilecta  Deo  Sides  ?  cui  lupiter  ipse 
Cesserit,  setherea  vultus  ut  luce  coruscos 
Indueret,  Semdeque  istos  rediviva  reposcat. 

Ergo  te  hie  sistis  reducem  Rex  magne?  tueri 
Ora  datum?  &  notes  audire  & reddere  voces? 
Optatam  o  lucem  toties  I  qua  nulla  reluxit 
Candidior,  ne  turn  domita  Babylone  superfoa 
Magnus  Alexander  magni  cum  flexit  habenas 
Orbis,  &  eztf  emos  suo  sceptra  eztendit  ad  Indos. 
Namque  licet  compos  tanti  moderaminis,  ilium 
Attamen  baud  iterum  post  tot  repetita  trophaea 
Di  voluere  unquam  patrios  invisere  fines. 
Numen  et  ecce  tibi  concessit,  ut  ante  seneetae 
Stamina  quam  sers  tibi  Clothe  emensa,  revisas 
Majorum,  setatisque  tuae  incunabula  prima. 

Ergo  veni,  amplezare  tuos,  ulnisque  tuorum 
Amplexare  aveas  magnorum  o  maxime  regum. 
Nee  vero  allicimus  tam  opibus  Gangetica  tellus 
Qaas  fundit ;  donisve,  Ophyre  quae  fiava  r^miyii^ 
Excoquit  Eois,  vel  quae  Tagus  aurifer  amnis 
In  mare  purpureum  rapidis  devolvit  arenis : 


Qu2  fidae  baud  corruptQ  unquam  libamus  amoitm 
Mentis ;  &  hoc  patrem  patriae  te  amplectimur  una 
Quin  sua  tda  licet  jam  jam  mors  saeva  minetur. 
Hand  nodtura  tamen  te  viso:  conjngis  umbram 
Laojdamia  sui  sic  pressit,  laetaque  vitam 
Exhalasse  viri  memoratur  imagine  capta. 
Quid  vero  amplexus  petimus  tanti  hospitis  ? 

eheu 
Vota  retractamus:  patriae  nam  fiunus  Tlyssi 
Gratior  illecebris  etsi  Lotique  Deaeque, 
Solis  inaccessos  habitat  quae  filia  Incoe : 
Attamen  amplexus,  baud  nostrae  haec  munera  sorti 
Conveniunt,  gemino  quels  vix  par  orbis  ab  axe. 
Alddae  nee  enim  debetur  gloria  tanta, 
Fixerit  aeripedem  cervam  licet,  atque  tot  omnes 
Sparserit  in  terras  gravium  monumenta  laborum  ; 
Quainta  tibi,  rex  magne,  tibi,  cui  monstra  tre- 

menda 
Edomuisse  datum,  quae  Roma  eSudit,  &  ipsa 
Viscera  tdluris  nostrae :  graviore  periclo 
Deucalionaeis  quam  quo  crevere  sub  undis 
Monstra  ea  Phoebaeis  quondam  confixa  sa^ttis. 
Ac  vduti  Herculeus  peregrlnas  elite  fama 
Tot  liquit  memoranda  labos  documenta  per  eras : 
Hand  secus  hinc  totum  virtus  tua  fusaper  orbem. 
Sint  Batavi,  Batavisque  hostis,  sit  Iberia  testis, 
Sitque  omnis  Rheni  tractus,  quaque  alta  fluenta 
Vistula  tot  riguos  spatiose  effundit  in  agros. 
Et  magna  Hadriad  Veneti  vos  gloria  ponti, 
i^os  (quod  in  hunc  toties  oculos  atque  cura  referre 
Publioi  res  moneat)  vos  inquam  appello,  fidemque 

Vestrum 


Digitized  by 


Google 


472 


ANNALS   OF   ABERDEEN. 


^AppencRx. 


Vestram  illam^  quam  non  populos  modo  flexerit, 

atqua 
£t  regea  regat  hie,  8c  quam  onus  mole  sua  stet 
Non  ita  Tantalides  juratos  Aulide  Grajum 
Tot  regea  regumque  atavos,  regumque  nepotes 
Enituit  supra  solio  subnixus  ebumo : 
Aut  domus  omnipotens  cadi  cum  panditur,  almua 
Inter  parmistos  Divis  heroas  ab  alto 
lupiter,  &  totum  nutu  cum  concutit  orbem : 
'  Qualis  oonsilio  regum  procerumque  eoacto. 
Progenie  hinc,  bis  saecla  decern  numerataque  fastis 
Quam  tot  aevorum  effert  series  longissima  regum : 
Hinc  veri  atque  eqoi  solerti  indagine,  Phoebus 
Quos  videty  hie  reges  unus  supereminet  omnes. 
Scilicet  is,  digno  virtus  quee  prindpe  digna. 
Quid  jus  fiuque  ferant,  suus  &  qui  regibus  ahis 
Constet  honos,  magna  prodamat  voce  per  omnes 
Terns  oras,  sopitque  ignes,  quos  monstra  pararunt 
Igneo  ab  Ignati  quibus  ordine  fluxit  origo. 
Monstra,  quibus  non  Armenise  deserta  peragrat 
Sanguinis  innocuti  tigris  sitientior  ulla. 
Blanda  quidem  specie,  sed  si  penetralia  mentis 
Pervia,  serpentum  pateant  spiramina  mille» 
Mille  nocendi  artes,  quibus  hattd  requiesve  mo- 

dusve. 
Ilia  Deus,  supene  contemptum  luds  ut  aetas 
Nostra  luat,  Stjgiis  emergere  pignora  noctis 
Sedibus  est  passus :  dedit  haec  canis  ora  trifauds ; 
Argi  oculos,  cervique  aures,  unguesque  Celenus, 
Eumenidumque  alas,  ac  qui  t^t  oomia  vultum 
Ambiguum  Protei,  nunc  hunc,  nunc  protinus  il- 
ium. 
At  quamcunque  novent  fiudem,  quamcunq;   fi- 

guram 
Pectoris  induerint,  manet,  seteraumque  manebit 
Consilium  hoc,  r^ges  scelerato  exscindere  ferro. 

At  vero  Calais  Zethesque  ut,  sydere  fausto 
Puldiro  satos  Borea  quos  edidit  Orithya, 
Obscoenas  dirasque  procul,  Phineia  mensa 
Vt  foeda  sine  labe  foret,  pepulere  volucres ; 
Haud  aliter,  rex  magne,  Aquilo,    Septemque 

triones 
Ter  gemino  cujus  jactant  se  subdere  colla 
Imperio,  Harpyjas,  Roma  indignante^  rapaces 
Has  procul  exegisti,  atque  h«c  tibi  monstra 
subacta 


Ingenii  fslicis  acumine,  qliod  tibi  in  uno 
Te  omando  sese  major  Tritonia  Pallas 
Annuit,  8c  sacrant  divini  oracula  verbL 
Noctes  atque  dies  que  dnm  perpendis,  8c  acri 
ludicio  rimaris,  abis  ad  tempora  prisca, 
Teque  tuere  horum  exemplo,  sive  imjnus  auras 
Arrius  ad  superas  remeet,  Phlegetonte  rdicto ; 
Seu  nova  procudant  alii  sua  dogmata,  sectas 
Vt  foveant :  que  (proh)  tot  succrevere,  quot  us- 

quam 
Pene  urbes  sacra  lots  baplismatis  unda 
Hinc  ferra  bella  movent,  8c  dum  concurrere  feno 
Sic  pToperant,  ferrum  cognata  in  viscera  eondunt, 
Haud  secus  exanguis  Cadmasi  dentibus  orti, 
Quosve  ita  prognatos  mirata  est  Colchiea  tellus, 
Fratemis  in  se  versi  ceddere  sub  aimis. 
Interea,  quorum  est  tantos  componere  motus, 
Reges  non  id  agunt,  posito  ut  certamine,  Christi 
Mystica  membra  optent  corpus  coalescere  in  unO. 
Ast  aliee  hos  agitant  curse,  quin  fiamma  perenne 
Duretutista,  adhibent  studiumq;  operamq;  pe- 

rennem* 
Tu  vero  antique  ad  fidd  prinueva  reducia 
Dogmata,  8c  unire  haec  cooaris  ovilia  sparaa, 
Dum  non  pastores  sequeris,  quos  devius  error 
Noxia  didudt  per  pascua,  nuda  sed  usque 
Christi  sanctorumque  premis  vestigia  patmuL 
O  n  oonsodes !  non  duso  limine  lani 
Augustus,  tanto  non  Constantinus  honore 
Magnus  se  jacte^  quantum  virtutibus  addet 
Hoc  meritum,  meritisque  tuis  haec  maxima  virtus. 
Nee  Constantino  tot  pectoris  indita  quondam 
Munera,  quot  tibi  sunt  presto,  si  expendere  ssBcla 
Haec  perversa  sinant ;  quae  bdla,  heu  horrida  beQa 
Irrequieto  agitant  animo :  padsque  reddunt 
Semina  prima,  unam  mentem,  8c  cor  cselitus  uniL 
Sed  pads  studiosus  amor,  sed  dextera  semper 
Innocua,  ac  mentis  seu  vis  ilia  insita,  rerum 
Seu  longo  oollecta  usu  prudentia  certant 
Te  decorare  adeo,  ut  dubium,  diademate  rex  sis 
Major  an  ingenio :  quo  non  spedodor  ardet 
Chrysolithus,  quamvis  nativo  interlitus  auro. 
Namque  illud  tanta  illustrat  dementia,  ut  ipsoa 
Imo  hostes  super  irradiet,  licet  obvia  ab  orta 
Et  gravia  8c  vidbua  repetita  pericula  multia. 

Tttq; 
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Impedumt  sanctos  roafemna  ac  hostica  passim 
ConsHia,  a«t  que  dim  fbvent  molimina  vota. 
Si  Deus  hand  ocmtra^  quia  contra  insurgere  tentet? 
lUe  tuoii  hostes^  ceu  ooca  liquescit  ab  igne, 
Coctilis  in  acarupos  ut  testa  resolvitur^  onmes 
Conterety  atque  sus  nectent  sibi  retia  poeaR. 
Ejctera  si  regna  hsec  ooncovdia  fioedefa  pads 
Bespuerint  peritura  sui,  ut  Nardssas^  amore : 
Perge  taxnen^  rex  perge  tuoa  unire^  nee  uUse 
Eelliquise  invidiae  subsint  vetenimve  malorum : 
Inque  uniun  coetiim  &  leges  ooeamus  in  unas. 
Hinc^  velutt  quae  molta  vinim  jam  ssecula  vicit."' 
Visceribus  teme  penitas  defigitnr  arbos^ 
Braduaqne  extendit,  quae  non  superare  vel  Austri 
Predpites  valeant^  vel  fuhninis  alitis  ine. 
Nempe  cohors  Chxisti  solido  fundamine  sedes 
Hie  poaitura  snas,  sie  te  tzia  regrui  sub  uno 
Foedera  amicitJsB  tandem  haec  initura  pareunia. 
En,  tota  haec  mundi  campages^  nonne  parentis    . 
Vnio  natans  est,  gremio  dum  pontus  opaoo 
Se  terrae  inainuat,  dumque  oscula  mutua  captat  ? 
Hinc  unum  in  eeleri  decummt  flumina  lapsu 
Oceanum,  Oceanus  refluas  post  egent  undas, 
Corsusque  his  Tariant  vidbus,  variantque  recursus;, 
HsBc  elementa  fovens  a«r  ae  expandit  ad  emnes 
Terrasque,  tractusque  maris,  genitalis  &  inde 
Humor,  &  inde  homina  ac  pecudO^  viteq;  vo» 


At  caeli  boa  campos  liquidos  en  axis  uterque 
Excipitamplexu.    Tanta  est  oonoordia  rerunu 
Complextts  divelle  iatos,  luxataque  fiant 
Membra,  bse  oongenerea  partes,  en  protinus  omnis 
In  chaos  antiquum  reditura  hsec  machina  mundL 
Sic  renun  natura  parens  his  nexibus  omnes 
MoUit,  &  in  nostri  penitus  conspirat  amorem. 
Tom  sedes  una  est,  uno  drcumsona  pcmto, 
Vni  hoates,  uno  sociiqne  ligamine  pads 
Evincti,  atque  una  haee  Arctoi  dimatia  aura, 
Vna  h  lingua,  atque  una  fides,  Deus  unus,  &  unus 
Bex,  decua  atque  toi  merito  para  maxima  r^gni. 
.  Quae  verocomitum,  quae  tantahsBCturbatuoruf 
Saxonidum  prsefecti  arvis,  ipsique  vetusta 
Saxonidum  de  gente,  teds,  en  Scotia,  regnis 
Sucoedunt,  stabilisque  tibi  quin  pacis  olivam 
nrsetendunt  jnsigne  menu,  quae  spicula  vibrana 


OUm  acie  instructa,  nostroque  imbuta  cruore 
Fortunam  hie  belli  toties  experta  vicesque  est 
Turn  vero  alterius  certatum  est  cladibus,  eheu ! 
Devotasque  animas  morti  per  tela,  per  hostes 
Dum  mere  approperant,  no  flentis  ab  ubere  matris 
Pignora  flexerunt,  non  cfaarse  conjugis  ulli 
Amplexus,  non  arva  snis  viduata  colonis. 
Heu  desolatas  urbes !  heu  conjuge  cassas 
Tot  viduas,  charis  puerosque  parentibus  orbos  ? 

Alme  Pater  talem  hinc  nostris  avertito  pestem 
Finibus :  &  paoem  divino  robore  firmans 
Hunc  lietum  Scotisque  diem,  Tamesique  profectis 
Esse  velis,  nostrosque  hujus  meminisse  nepotes. 
Ad  sit  IsetitiaB  Bacchus  dator,  &  bona  comu 
Copia.  Magnanimos  namq;  baud  furibunda  fla< 

gello 
Sanguineo  BeUona  duces  jam  posdt  ad  arma. 
Tessera  non  oedit  signum,  non  flumina  inundant 
Sanguine:  sed  positis  armis  in  secla  recurrunt 
Aurea,  &  aetemis  firmissima  fundamentis. 

Sic  eat^  atque  hilares  libeat  transmittere  ludo 
Hinc  noctes,  atque  inde  dies :  juvat,  en  juvat,  alta 
Pervolitare  juga,  aut  vasto  quce  aaevus  in  antro 
Abdit  aper  catulos.    Sic  posdt  odora  canum  vis, 
Et  lato,  rex  magne,  tua  haec  venabula  ferro, 
Qaaeque  feras  reddit  fadles  haec  mitior  aurae 
Temperies,  atq ;  avidia  ja  subdita  flamma  medullia. 
Nam  Venus,  ut  blandS  inspiret  per  pectora  amore. 
Nunc  Paphou,  Idaliumque  suum,  nunc  alta  Cy- 

thera 
Linquens,  nota  subit  pladde  spelaea  ferarum  : 
Quas  actaa  caeda  stimulis  tibi,  maxime  r^gum, 
Cogit  ovans,  raucoa  renovant  dum  comua  flatua : 
Montium  &  aaaenau  vox  ingeminata  remugit 
Saltibus  ecce  etiam  Fauni,  Dryadesque  relictis, 
Virgineisque  dioris  accedit  Delia  dncta, 
Ddia  quae  mcerens,  te  nempe  absente,  tot  annos 
Spreverat  arma  suis  nimium  desueta  triumphis. 

At  comitum  e  latebris  ali»  pavitantia  turbant 
Agmina  cervorum  jacula,  convallibus  imis 
Praedpitant  aliae,  eeleri  juga  summa  volatu 
Contendunt  superare  alise :  simul  emicat  ardens 
Venator,  cursuqueleves  praevertitur  Euros: 
Nee  prius  absistit  quam  sixus  arundine  cervus, 
Quisquis  is,  in  vacuis  moribundus  concidat  arvis. 

His  ubi  finis  erat,  tandem  Rex  optime,  lustras 
Tellurem  patriam,  quoquo  yestsgia  flectis. 
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\_Ajppendix4 


Qaoquo  ^eakf^  pin  nulla  tiiis  Ma  iikiyte  fiutis 
Ostentttt  monumenta.    Aquilie  hie,  tbrnaiuque 

tigna 
Cessefe :  hie  Dano  de  ingenti  erecta  trophsea: 
Vltima  &  in  cinerea  colkpsa  hie  gloria  Pictis : 
Brittonum  at  inde  plaga  est  tritti  commissa  duello. 
Vtraque  qam  cmdes  menteaversata  priores 
Ingenua  pacem  nnanlmi  jam  pectore  spirat. 
Hanc  reges  statuisM  urbem  dicuntur :  at  ista 
NeMlitant  regum  dneres,  manesque  eepolchnu 
Hie  rursus  cuneque,  Laresque,  &  chara  Folates 
Numina,  qvtm  pfime  quondam  tibi  eonscia  lucis: 
Hie  Postquam  irmata  vihim  te  fecerit  etaa 
Exeruit  tua  de  virtus,  v^riqne  laborb 
Fortuna,  usque  adeo  tiytum  eehtmita  per  orbem. 
Sie  oeulos  rex  pasce,  urget  breve  labiUs  sevi 
Curriculum,  serosqtte  aeni  quce  kibrioat  annos 
Canities :  nisi  fors  primoa  lolaus  ad  annos 
Vt  reffiit  dubia  teetis  lanug^e  malis. 
Hoc  caeli  tractu,  puro  hoc  natalis  9c  haustu 
AeHs,  addat  idem  lunonia  muneris  Hebe, 
£t  plenis  renovata  fluant  tibi  stamina  fiisis. 
Sicque  utinam  eveinat  memor  ista  volubilis  aetas ! 
Qua  tame ;  haec  tanquam  nunqui  hinc  cemenda 

per  sBvu, 
DQ  licet,  hauri  oculis  avidis,  Vt  pompa  decnra 
Invitat !  Neptunus  equos^  dassesque,  viriles 
Mars  animos,  segetesque  Ceres,  Kymphseq;  sa* 

lubres 
Dant  fontes,  altis  Sc  flumina  montibus  orta, 
Sive  Caledoniis  decurrant  finibus,  aucta 
Grampius  haec  cano  seu  vertice  fhndat,  ut  oras 
Lambat  Abredomas,  quippe  addictissima  r^ 
Ista  suo,  ic  reliquas  supra  offidosa  sorotes, 
lUe  usque  officiis  cdebres  licet  omnibus  onmes. 
Vin'  flores  ?  rident  horti  hinc,  hinc  prata,  corollas 
Dum  calathis  sua  dona  leguiit  nectuiitque  Napaett. 
Quin  ipsa  invitat  csli  indulgentia,  amice 
Cunctaque  conspiraht  elementa,  t^pentibus  auris 
Laxant  arva  sinus,  atque  omnia  ubique  resedit 
Flatus,  ut  squoreis  pladde  se  attemperet  undii. 

Turn  natalitiam  veluti  si  Is^  novarent 
Fata  tibi  lucem  (livor  depaveiit  atria 
Se  licet  in  tenebris)  totas  delubra  per  urbes  . 

ivd.  ii.  p.  557.3 


L«tit]|Bi,  plaaauaqiie  paiarum,  populiqueatoeundoa 
More  novo  ingeminant,  dum  sidera  voce  laoeaaunt. 
Cum  teneris  pueri,  matreaque^  nuriaqiie^  pudlia- 
Edocturi inter menaaa  vestigia  quondam    .    [jque* 
Quae  tua,  quaave  ingena  lubea  impleveria  hoapts; 

Quin  adeotanoia  ai  quendam  mum  Mdoffdw 
Aldda»,  magno  quamvia  lovts  incsemoitD^ 
Siqueipn  placttare  lovi  toa  tectaPhilaamon; 
Scotia  nepne  tibi  placeat  tua;  maxinia.n^gum  ? 
Dive&agria,  <^iibnaqae  potenai^  quae  exigit  nana 
Vitae  etiam  iUuatrii :  nu^  aat  Qpufenta,  aapeme' 
Quae  tibi  conceaaaeaty  vita:  tu  g^bria  noatca^ 
Tu  gasae^  MMtmrnqoe  too  fidgan  oo0oaaa 
Fulgorem,  landeaqiie^piifauaMairortia  gandant 
Pectora,  utindigenda.  Naniiioa>dc  nostra  tot  iUa 
Oppida,  munitaehaudtnxfeq,  bandatduacing«nt' 
Moenia,  sed  daxtrae  Spartenar ,  vincok  &ad^ 
Teatb  vel  invidia,  nrinqnam  aarvilia  paasir 
Quid  ?  vieti  an  vino  potuere  ?  a9  oedace  piiiai 
Sootigens?  qoffinim  v]iiaa.atqnBind[|rtageata 
Agg«r&ua  feaaiaqn^q>#ar  fat  onhihepa  ooacta 
Roma  ea,  q^  Parthia  ii^eeit  finasna  awparfaia. 
LJbW^ooUajugo,  tibi  aic  dat  aiibdita  sagi, 
Vt  roaea  aeu  luoa  diea  letcgatur,  opada 
Seu tanoibria  nxtidam  npm, luoem  invdveritatra; 
latia nulla  dqmnanon  oompleat  edieta vntis: 

BxL  w»,  aumme  Fai«na,  vitao^e  neciaq;  po* 


Qaem  peneaaat  unum,  meritaa  tibi  advimua  nni 
Ore  animoque  uno  gratea :  quod  veadmnr  aura 
VitaU,  quodamica  t^t  oonoov^  pennia 
Haec  nivda  tuatagna,  proenl  discordihua  annas. 
Quod  pia  aacrati  a^qiimnr  coinpaiidia  vfffai^ 
Muneria  uaque  ttti  totum  ^  IVi  ftntor,  ^  anior. 
Qttippa  ilium  inooimnen  praatna,  qna  aoqpite  aoa« 
Publica  raa^  Idbente  labat,  tracturm  xuinam     (jpea 
Cum  aenituingentem;  QoaB  na  pater  optime  vin^ 
Haec  retro  in  fqua  VCTgehiiaaagdatnaram^   [eaaifl 
Da  patCTy  o  vncia.  Aique  nt  vixtntia  imag«^ 
Et  region  exttBiybarviinuii  MX  ominedaxtrd 
Hactenua  hoc  moKina  itari  aicarivna  (knaqua 
Auq^iciial»tiafiiuata|tthinc'itavoaiil0i«v0lvat,  - 
Stlongmby  al;  driaia  pMrivBaamar^  eaqgatcvum. 
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PropempHcon  Chanium  Ahredmmrium. 


Sit/btxvltmkHttimn^  ftrventea  ms^  \  querelis 

Et  ladttjifikimpeQde  rsSxftk,  <p]a8  fundo^e  moeror 

E^  Bbetuite  jiibet ;  bfeyis  Im^Cj  modo  poscere 

Vosque  Dev,  MA^  t^p^  fiuitiaitlft  bra> 
£tvQlnMftinllitbe(e»Q8:  anne  faMica  teilus^ 
Qus  voUilmqtieiidR?  nn  dnleedioe  regem 
PatrUnee  imilcet  a6litai»  jmc  ^um  iniorum. 
Nee  lacfjribft  tumuGontett 
Sed  at  iserta  an&no  regi  aoitentia  8edit;» 
Natali jemeaiiaraDb;  fi^dbus  ora   . 
Auflpicn  porgat^  cedeils  fitlkibiiS'.  arvia, 
Ast  imam  sine  'ftaudf  mut  fiui'  poacerc?  tt^ggnnf 
Jhua  fftopend^  lehiufl  proporet*  q^tjumque  la* 

quad  .     . 

Vel  mofieim  nostril  relit  m^ul^^mf  labori. 

H«te  teU  iMcvrsoTi  rrfermt  4W  bwB&oa  Pi  ve« 
Primaque«fitll%io,'qiiamm^4t^,  &  ptfaUeredQCti 

limassmbk mtmeros^' ft  honiAiikiMe! caK^oen 
Sic  >det».iit  pbBomdbi  liomjillpriiial^^ala  o^diit, 
Threiouiifaque.aiiipudcat;.aejttdico>YateQi.  ' 
In  pafriaia  fliiiicTidaascqiaitiUr^qn^  tota 

Dui9  pmit^' fr  mcW  jiexii  modortttte  hal>eiias ; 
Vsque  Caledoniofl  per«ibio6  bwiintf  fines 
Respicit :  at'ooaaifcem  leqtem  Brodentia  lent^ 
Incrcpat,  atqiie  ufttm quanta :fia km^kbore 
Cofriplenda^  mat^i^  aaqnitarCflmfantia  diva, 
Quim  fovel'anipkxii  Supeus  Astraea  rdictia^ 
^oior  haie  -^otia'aHfit  Teyobatcj^  aorote^ 

Intaraa  accmrrant'  ChazfteBj  vencranda  pfopago 
Eunonia  prognata  olim^  par  omnibus  eetas^ 
Par  spedes ;  Aglajii,  'Aialiaque,  Isetitisque 
Euphrosyne  mater  prius^  at  nunc  tristior  axem 
Prona  petit^  Bupplexque  humili  sic  voce  profatur : 

Ergone  abis  regum  flos  unice  ?  nee  tua  spectas 
Gaudia  ut  has  oras  tecum  fugitiva  relinquant» 
Aut  haec  nostra  quibus  pemrates  finibus  arya  ? 
Gens  armis  opibnsque  potens  adeunda»  fatemur, 
£t  quam  temperie  coeli^  quamque  ore  diserto, 
Quam  spede  Angelica  melior  Natura  bearit : 
At  non  ilia  tibi  prima  incOnabula  luds, 
Non  prims  usuram,  primoa  non  aeris  haustus 
Contulit :  has  laudea  terra  haec  sibi  vendicat  una. 


Et  tamen  hanc  linquens^  illam  tibi  deligis  unani. 
Ergo  suum  sylvis  Aquilo  imitator  hoi^Qrem 
Decuterej  &  Dryadum  nemora  inter  frondea  sceniti 
lUuvies^  nee  pastorum.  Paeana  canentum 
Naiades  socie^  (per  te  pastoribus  etsi 
Vberior  solito  merces)  pecudesque  suete 
Iiuxuriare  prius>;mute^  xnuteque  volucres, 
^thera  que  liquide  cantu  mulsere  perite 
Dum  te  nige  auq :  Zephyn.non  iiura  susurrfs, 
Npn  strepitu  rivi,  non  flumina  munqfipre  gaudent. 
Quin€tiiam,.iii9i$^  est^  NyI)^phl^>^b  rupe  jacente? 
(^on  vitreo  und^rpm.notos  )»ub  marmoie  lusus 
Fingerc^  yel  aaturare'hylia  au^  pei^se  colore, 
Sed  desiderio  lento  tabe^pcitej  &  usque 
Te.vemente.diei  te  decede&te  ypcare. 
Pastum^AV^rsati  ceryi,  .da^equQ  fbgaces 
Lucem.nversate  S<di<y  procul  Ijijdumetis 
Vitam  egram^fiXeixippeQrquQtrabuntr  lic^  imme^ 

Baorartis 
Pelia  tela^  tot  &.ootnites>  seque  abdat  in.antris. 
Nam  neque  jam  cordi  comites,  nequetela,  recessus 
Te  nemorum  UpqiieiAe  facrqs^  jj^ao^iui  yM*^ 
Quin  ne  ipamnluctua  eixB/m  io^mn*  eoce.iepente 
Sootorufn  janpr  Mvfvsus  eqaa8^3<^  iuffgit  tfb  oris^ 
Conditu^  91  nidMpi:  &  I^ibjte  )dey«ii^us  in'Al^stros^ 
Sol  9ptiie9.U»4e tui.^QCQS9|i9>^opi]^ in^erqcursus. 
Sic  obstricta.tibi  est  eele^eernerefig^uu 
Queqiie  urbes^uper  1^  ppyn  ^ftj^m^ut  t^ 
Presienti  eediieiio  tjbiipUtfisuque  frementea 
Indulsc^e  choHs^epidisfis  ubique  paratia 
Regifico  liiXUj  sojcioniltf  aasaescere^mensia 
Queisque  voluptati  socios/queis  numina  testes 
Afiectus  (qualis  tandem  genitore  reducto 
Distinuere  diu  quem  trans  maris  equora  venti 
Pertentat  natorum  animos^  parvosque  nepotes) 
Nunc  vice  (ut  baud  unqua  constant  sibi  gaudia) 
Et  tecum,  ereptis  Musis  se  solvere  luctu      f  versa 
Heu  nequent.  Talis  tanti  est  prsesentia  Regis. 
Hactemis:  &  lacluymis  in  mcesta  cadentibus 
ora. 
Cetera  non  potuit.  Subit  bine  Aglaja  serena 
Fronte  magie  niveas  atque  interfusa  papillaa 
Gratia  letitiam  lachrymis  immiscet  amaris. 
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Haec  aute :  Hiiiic  urbes  presseront  corde  dolore^ 
Sooda  quotquot  habet,  non  has  sibi  conscia  virtus^ 
Non  foBcunda  virum  tellus^  non  atria  cultu 
Splendida  regali  flectunt  Tu  quippe  Camoenis 
(Vnde  tttis  fluxit  numeris  non  publica  vena)^ 
Dum  comitatofl  abis^  rex  mazime^  pangere  cannen 
Heu  meritum  nequeunt,  memoresque  expendere 

grates, 
Qoas  tibi,  quasque  choro  procenun,  comitumqae 

rtiionuDj 
Angligenisque  tuis  satrapis,  toa  Scotia  debet 
Luget  Edinburgum  hoe  regni  caput,  hoc  Taodonti 
Cdigenum  donum  Sterlinum,  Glasctia,  Fanum 
AndrsBe,  Aonidum  colmnen,  sophieqoe  palestre : 
At  tarn  supra  alias  Abredonia  mcesta  soroies. 
Ilia  tttum  quam  supra  alias  persensit  amorem* 
Quern  si  non  jactet,  jaceat  jam  ingloria,  Sc  omni 
Parta  tot  hospitii  officiis  laus  concidat  sevo. 
Nam  Ptolemei  etsi  Derana  Abredonia  sedo 
Dicta  olim  (Dea  Deva  velut)  se  mille  per  annos, 
Quingentosque  stetisse  probarit,  mille  per  annos 
Qttingentosq;  tamen  majom  haud  mtlnera  nacta 

est 
H^jus  enimOle  alter  tuconditor:  utqueCamillus 
Romse,  sic  nostrse  renovas  fimdamina  sedis 
Prima,  tuo  summo  tibi  sufflngante  Senatu. 
Nee  satis  hoc,  istised  dum  prdudis  amori, 
Illustres  hue  missi  Equites  sic  se  ore  ferentes, 
Vt  qui  non  ullis  veterum  virtute  secundL 
Scilicet  his  placuit  bona  sic  concordia  (nostre 
Limina  urbis),  nostris  adscripti  ut  civibus  omen 
Firment,  jam  l^^es  fatorum  poscere  gentem, 
Vtraque  ut  auspidis  gens  his  coalescat  in  unam. 


Namque  ut  nos  hilares  solida  inter  gaudia  nocstes 
Egerimus,  testes  vestro  hoc  damore  secundo 
Que  fremuere  vis?,  Bon-Accard,  Abredonia  testis 
Testes  tot  chorese  Baochi  inter  pocnla  Istas. 

Macteanimi  Solomon  alter:  quam  prodis  amore 
Tu  lectos  mittendo  equites  Aquilonis  ad  oras, 
Tam  vim  judldi,  &  mentis  r^;alis  honores 
Accumnlando  isds,  quos  tractns  nnbium  in  altos 
Evehit  incoctom  gmeroso  pectus  honesta 
Hec  Aglaja :  preces  superaddit  tertia,  corra 
lam  fbgiente:  dies  namque  indinabat  Iberi 
Gurgitis  ad metas;  ooulis  tamen  ilia  sequuta 
(Dum  licuit)  cumun,  cupide  fiivoitia  mcnti 
Longius  assueto  cemebant  lumina,  rota  haee 
Dumgeminat,  tenditquemanus  cum  voce  sopinas: 

Vos  anra,  atque  metus  mihi  conscia  flomina^ 
regi 
Si  qua  secundameo,  vestros  sic  usque  ooUmos 
Sospitet  alma  Ceres,  undasqve  rooludeie  duloes 
Sic  areant  diilce,^nitido  ac  aigenteus  we 
Fons  saliat,  rivus  scatebrisque  perennibus  anctoa 
Finibus  incolumem  hunc  Tamesinis  reddite  regni 
Delidas  tripUds :  quibus  an  quid  magis  ab  aice 
Sol  iddet  etherea?  gremio  vd  Dedala  teUus 
Condpit,  Oceani  refluis  qua  dngitur  undis  ? 
Vosque  Euri  cohibete  animos,  irasque  minaees, 
Turbida  ne  vakant  e£Fbndere  nubila  viies : 
Sibilet  aura  tamen  levior,  que  regis  ad  aures 
MoUius  ista  ftrat :  R^;is  tenet  Anglia  corpus 
Quin  animumq ;  sed  usque  animi  hujus  Scotia  pars 
Dixerat:  aurigetorto  insonuere llagdlo :         [fit 
Luminis  interea  frenis  per  aperta  solutis 
£quora  pnedpitans  adem  jam  efliigerat  axis. 
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BY  THE  AUTHOR. 


Paoi  2,  line  10,  qfier  BucbumesB,  add  or  perhaps  rather 

6,  Note,  line  7,  for  this  had,  rtad  These  operations  had 

7«  line  24,  for  cannot  with  any  degree  of  certainty  be  ascertained,  ttoA  we  find  it  extremely 

difficult  to  ascertain 

8,  Note,  line7*^Malieul,  read  Maleuil 

9>  Note,  line  8,  for  qnietes,  rmd  quietos 

9^  Note— The  two  diarters  granted  by  William  the  Lion  to  the  burgesses, in  the  year  II96, 

are  both  rfthe  same  date  and  tenor,  and  witnessed  by  the  same  personages  as  we  have 
idready  noticed ;  but  they  differ  a  little  in  some  of  the  words,  and  in  the  mode  of  oon« 
tracting  them.    A  copy  of  one  of  those  has  been  annexed  as  a  note  to  page  9;  theother 
has  been  engraved,  and  fronts  that  page.    The  following  is  aoomplete  copy  of  it,  with« 
out  contractions  :— 
WiLLiXLMus  Dei  gratia  Rex  Scottorum  Eplscopis  Abbitibus  Comitibus  Baronibus  Jnsticiariis 
Viceoomitibus  IVqpositis  Ministris  et  omnibus  prbbis  hominibus  totius  terre  sue  derids  et  laids  Sa- 
inton sciant  presentes  et  f uturi  me  in  perpetuum  quietos  dammasse  burgenses  meos  de  Aberdon  'a 
ttdndo  de  propriis  catallis  suis  per  totum  R^^um  meum  pro  bono  servido  quod  idem  burgenses 
md  mihi  fecerint  Et  ideo  toIo  ut  nullum  per  R^^um  meum  dent  tolneium  de  propriis  catallia 
suis  et  firmiter  predpio  ut  ubicunque  in  Regno  meo  venerint  perpetuo  a  tolndo  quieti  sint  de  pro« 
priis  catallis  suis  Quare  prohibeo  firmiter  nequis  in  Regno  meo  eos  injuste  vexare  presumpmat  in 
exigendo  ab  eis  de  propriis  catallis  eorum  tolndum  super  meam  plenariam  ferisfiicturam.    Testibus 
Ricardo  Episoopo  Moravie  Comite  Dunecano  Justidario  Gillechristo  Comite  de  Mar  Willielmo  et 
Waltero  Capdlanis  meis  Fhilippo  de  Valoniis  Alano  filio  RoUandi  Constabukrio  Willielmo  de 
Haia  WiUidmo  Giffiord  Unifrede  de  Berkeley  Henrico  Reuel  Thoma  Thancart  Yvone  de  Veteri 
ponte  Waltero  filio  Sibaldi  Apud  Aberdon  xxvin  die  AugustL 
Page  9,  add  to  Note,  line  2S,  Walter,  the  son  of  Sybald 
This  WaUerusfUus  SyhMi  is  often  mentioned,  as  a  witness,  in  the  diarters  of  that  period,  as 
well  as  his  father  Sybaldus,  who,  in  the  129th  folio  of  the  r^g^ister  of  the  priory  of  St.  An- 
drew's, penes  Mr.  Maule,  is  styled  Daminus  S^baldus  MUet  de  Meomis.    They  are  both  also 
i&equently  named  in  the  cartulary  of  the  abbey  of  Arbroath,  particularly  in  the  foundation 
charter  by  William  the  Lion,  where,  among  other  donations  to  that  Abbey,  is  noticed,  **  Et 
terram  illam  de  Munethen  (hodie  Mondynes)  quam  Philippus  de  Malevill  et  Eva  Spcmsa  sua 
eis  dederunt,  et  quam  WaUemsJiUue  Syhaldi  dedit  predicto  Philippo  in  maritagium  cumprsB- 
dicta  Eva  filia  sua."    From  this  period,  the  SiMxdde  of  Kair  continued  to  be  among  the 
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greatest  landed  proprietors  in  Meams  until  about  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century^  and  are 
now  represented  by  Stuart  of  Inchbreck,  directly  and  lineally  descended  of  them.  We  have 
been  favoured  with  this  information  by  Pfofessor  John  Stuart  of  Marischal  Coliege,  who  is 
now  the  only  surviving  descendant  of  this  ancient  fiunily* 

Page  17,  Note,  line  10th,  far  40,000,  read  14,000 

To  the  last  Note  of  page  17th,  add,  The  castle  seems  to  have  been  of  some  importance  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  reign  of  Alexander  III.  In  the  Chamberlain's  accounts  of  Scotland,  for  the  year 
1264,  we  find  that  Andrew  de  Garuiach,  sheriff  of  the  county,  was  allowed  in  his  accounts  the 
following  articles  :•— 

Item  capellano  ministranti  in  capella  castri  de  Abirdene  de  illo  anno  v  marcas  Item  de  illo 
anno  unam  marcam  Item  magro  B.  cementario  ad  operadonem  castri  zx  marcas  de  quibus 
respondebit 

Item  in  carriagio  decern  doliorum  vini  de  naui  usc^  castmm  cum  windag  xf^ 

Paox  20,  line  14,  after  territories,  add  in  the  county  of  Aberdeen 

«.••..  22^  •••  7f  qftcr  ^papery,  add  Such  is  the  effect  of  custom,  that,  at  the  present  day,  the 
people,  immediately  on  leaving  the  church  after  forenoon's  sermon  on  Sunday,  proceed 
directly  to  the  terrace  of  the  CastlehDl;;  without  having  any  particular  object  in  view. 
This  practice  has  been  in  observance  for  time  immemorial 

29j  line  13,  for  its  acoompUahment,  read  for  payment  of  the  stipulated  anm 

50,  line  l6,for  on  the  thronei  read  to  the  throne 

51,    ...  27,  for  befote,  read  m^Bto£^^NoU,  at  the  foot  tf  the  same  page^tM^^ 

the  Chamberlain's  accounts  for  the  year  1412,  that  the  governor  was  allowed  for  his 
labours  and  expense  attending  this  expedition  against  Donald,  L.122  17s.  4d;  for 
constructing  a  fort  at  Inverness,  for  the  utili^  of  the  kingdom  against  Donald,  L.151 ; 
and  for  stones  sent  to  Inverness,  victuals,  and  carriage,  L.d2  lOs.  Sd^^^FoL  iiL  p.  47* 

Paob52,  line  21, ^accomplished,  read  fulfilled 

......  79,    ...     5,ybrduriiig  this  sera,  which,  ficarf  during  this  period.    These 

80,    ...  19,yor  this  form  of  rule,  read  this  mode  of  conducting  the  election 

85j  after  line  14,  add.  The  lands  of  Rubislaw,  which,  by  the  modem  improvements  and  ex« 

tension  of  the  town,  have  become  of  very  great  value,  were  granted  to  the  magistrates, 
council,  and  community,  by  Robert  II.  by  a  charter,  dated  at  Kindrocht,  or  castle  of 
Braemar,  20th  of  August,  1380.  They  were  afterwards  annexed  to  the  borough  by  a 
eharter  fipom  King  James  VI.  dated  at  Falkland,  17th  July,  l6l7j  and  ratified  in  par« 
liament,  June  28th,  1633 ;  but  the  property  had  been  feued  out  to  a  vassal,  in  the 
middle  of  the  sixteenth  century,  for  a  trifling  feu  duty. 

87>  line  3,  ydr  in  this  sera,  roiJ  during  this  period 

..\...  91,  last  line  of  Note,  for  lemma,  read  limina 

9S,  line  1,  for  appropriated  for,  read  appropriated  to 

101,  ...  25,  for  In  ihe  course  of  this  epoch,  read  In  die  cotffse  of  this  period 

102,  Note,  at  Heirship  moveablee.'^Theae  are  the  best  of  certain  moveable  goods  which  be- 
longed to  the  ancestor  at  the  time  of  his  death.  The  heirs  of  prelates,  barons,  and 
thuling  burgesses,  (exdudmg  honorary  ones)  are  entitled,  by  the  a(ft  of  parliament, 
1474,  to  the  succession  not  only  of  subjects  properly  heritable,  but  to  that  sort  of 
moveables  called  heirship.  The  following  list  of  goods,  which  were  claimed  by  Alex« 
ander  Fraser,  eldest  son  of  Gilbert  Fraser,  burgess,  from  Barbara  Menzies,  his  widow, 
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in  a  law  suit  before  the  baiDies,  in  June^  1S5S,  wOl  afford  an  ample  specimen  of  the 
nature  ciharsh^  mooeMesp  belonging  to  a  burgess  of  guild  of  Aberdeen :«» 

signet  €i  gM,  value 

gown  of  English  russet,  begarded  with  broad  boards  of  velvet 

new  doublet  of  purple  velvet,  with  teslaittis 

Hogtouki  coat  of  fine  French  doth  • 

doakof  new  Spanish  fteiae  ■ 

new  black  bonnet  •  ^  m 

pair  of  hose  of  French  blacky  lyned  with  taffet 

linen  shirt  -  v  •  ■ 

skin  coat  of  basene  leather  •  « 

dose  standing  bed  of  oak  •  • 

pairof  curtains  of  fine  new  satin  « 

fieather  bed,  with  bolster  •  « 

pair  of  bhmkets  '   •  « 

pairof  sheets  •  «  « 

pair  of  inUowi^  sewed  with  silk 

vpr^DT  of  a  bed  of  Flanders  bind  « 

bed  matrass  »  «  - 

9eatboai4»  with  long  setts  « 

chairofedc  - 

board  doth  of  domick,  with  towell^  and  IS  servets 

salt  vat  of  tin  •  «  « 

gardinet,  and  bason  of  brass  «  * 

laver  •  *  ■  • 

doaen  of  tin  trendien  «  •  » 

ph*  of  tu^  and  dish  of  tin  •  m 

pot  and  pan  •  «  . 

conqpier 


board  doth  of  fine  Scots  worsted  « 

meatalmory  «  m 

brewing  caldron  of  16  gallons  • 

brass  chandelier  «  « 

silver  spoon        •  w  » 

^uart  and  pint  of  tin  ■ 

diest  and  press  «  ■ 

vessdbink  m 

spit  and  rost  iron 
two  naes  of  iron 
brew  vat,  with  kymmene  &  ale  stand  &  lummis 
pair  of  wool  kcmmis       •  - 

kemming  stock 


pairoftong^  andcruikof  iron 
spinning  whed        « 
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To  a  pauf  of  cards  •  •  -  -      L.0    S    O 

ox  -  ^  '  m  m  400 

\lC(mncU  BegiiUr,  ffol.  xxL  p.  4I8.3 


99 


All  ScoUiih  Money. 

Paob  lis,  line  1^  after  church,  add  where  a  atone  in  the  north  wall  diatingqiahca  the  place  of 
his  interment 

117,  line  24,  ybr  Aberdeen,  reAJ  the  town 

1^7,  line  12,  ^  convey,  rend  convoy 

' 151,    ...  28;  df^e  office 

152,    ...     8,  far  the  attainment  of,  read  in  obtaining  which 

166,    ...     l,yordead,  reoJ  deed 

•*— ,    ...     7,  for  mm,  rtad  "period 

168,    ...  17>^ obtain,  rou^ procure 

......  173,  Note— In  1528,  John  PiU  waa  tried,  and  omvicted  by  a  jury,  fiir  not  jdnhig  the  pnv 

cession  on  Candlemas  day,  with  his  token  and  sign  of  his  craft,  for  abusing  the  baillie 
and  burgesses  of  guild,  by  calling  them  cqffies,  and  desiring  them  to  take  their  **  salt 
pork  and  herbs*'  in  their  hands.  For  this  hig^  offSenoe  he  was  sentenced  to  i^pear  in 
the  church,  on  Sunday,  before  the  high  altar,  bare  headed  and  bare  foot,  with  a  candle 
of  wax  in  his  hand,  aa  an  offering  to  dieir  patron  S*  Nichobs,  and  on  his  knees  to  ask 
forgiveness  of  the  provost  and  baillieSd«-[Coimctf  RegUter,  voL  xL  p.  899.3 

In  the  year  1589,  the  following  act  of  council  was  passed,  on  a  repreaentation  fiom  the 
lords  of  Bon-Accord  :— 

14tk  April,  1589-— >Pktition  of  the  Lonna  of  Bon-Accord. 

Curia  capitalis  ballivora  burgi  de  Aberdene  tenta  super  monte  castri  ^uad  dedmo 

quarto  die  mensis  Aprilis  anno  Dni  1589°  per  honoles  viroa  Tboma  MCaea  ppon 

David  Andson  Andrea  Meses  et  Alexrm  Ruyfhrd  baUivos 

My  lord  pwest  balaes  and  consall  of  yis  gud  towne  onto  xoV  m/  humely  menis  «  scfaawia 

we  Walter  Hay  and  Thomas  Scherar  lords  of  Bon-Accord  That  quhar  so*  m/  put  ua 

in  ye  said  office  yis  instant  aeir  albeit  we  ar  no*  c^venient  yYor  n^eyless  we  sell  God 

willand  do  ye  best  we  may  to  xo*  m/  honor  and  ye  gude  townes  Quharfor  we  exhort 

zo*  m/  y*  we  hef  ye  auld  lowable  use  laiig  usit  and  keipit  w*  in  yis  gud  towne  nor  in 

o*  tyme  lyk  as  it  has  bene  in  or  predecessors  tymes  That  is  to  say  all  ye  yong  aUemen 

w*  in  yis  gud  towne  to  cbvoy  us  evy  Sunday  «  haly  day  and  uy*  neidfull  ^mes  aboul« 

zeit  as  20*  m/  hes  devisit  «  agit  men  to  meit  us  at  ye  Crabstane  or  kirk  yard  And  yai 

yat  cbpeirs  no*  y*  we  may  poynd  yame  c^forme  to  ye  auld  use  or  eDis  mony  of  yame 

will  no*  obey'&c   And  als  at  xo*  m/  pleyss  ratify  «  affirme  ye  saying  xe  pfiyst  us  ye  ty 

of  o*^  chesing  in  office   That  is  to  say  ane  of  ye  first  fremen  y*  be  gud  at  o*  chesing  y* 

we  heff  securlte  in  xo!^  buks  y*of  And  xo^  m/  ansur  heiraponn  maist  humely  we  be« 

aick,  &C.  ' 

The  qlk  petitionn  forsaid  ye  pwest  balxes  ^^sall  and  c^ite  pnt  for  ye  ty  ratifeit  approvit  « 
affermit  %  ordanis  ye  same  to  be  keipit «  obsvit  in  all  poynts  y^of  und  ye  pania  ctttenit 
in  ye  same  to  be  onptakin  %  poyndit  be  ye  forsaid  loids  at  y^  plesa^  &c 

In  1542, 
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In  1542j  Alex.  Kayn's  wife  was  convicted  for  the  heavy  struhlens  and  mysperscning  of  the 
abbot  and  prior  of  Bon*Accord^  and  their  company^  by  calling  them  **  common  beggars 
and  Shaffers,**  and  saying  their  **  meUyd  was  but  sma*  for  all  their  cuUed  out  hose." 
What  punishment  was  inflicted  does  not  appear.— [[Ccwna/  Begister,  vol.  xviL  p.  162.] 

Page  177>  line  11,  for  sera,  read  period 

181,    ...  22,for9dTtii  react  period 

184>    ...     S,  for  an,  read  age 

S02>    ...  16,  ybr  that,  react  this— line  18,  jfbr  this,  react  that 

2i7,    ...  IS,  q/ier  majesty,  add  After  remaining  in  the  town  for  upwards  of  a  week,  the 

king  proceeded  to  Edinboigh,  in  cxrder  to  enter  upon  his  administration.  Charles  made 
another  visit  to  Aberdeen  in  the  end  of  the  subsequent  month  of  February,  where  he 
remained  for  some  time. — Dele  the  paragraph  ftom  "  office"  to  '<  his." 

SSO,    ...  1 2^  yor  depressed,  react  oppressed 

257>    •••     2,,^  incited,  react  excited 

259,  Note,  ybr  250  pounds  weight  of  salmon,  read  a  barrel  contains  i2  gallons,  English 

measure,  and  400  libs,  of  gross  salmon 

263,  line  11,  ybr  mark,  react  remark 

« 27]>  Note— In  the  south  wall  of  the  church  yard  a  stone  is  fixed,  bearing  an  inscription, 

which  is  now  rendered  almost  illegible.  We  can,  however,  discover,  that  it  had  been 
placed  there  in  memory  of  some  person  who  had  died  of  the  plague,  in  the  year  1647^ 
Under  the  inscription  is  rudely  sculptured  on  the  stone  a  figure  bearing  some  resem* 
blance  to  a  buboe,  or  tumor,  with  an  issue  in  it  This  would  seem  to  manifest  that  the 
disease  had  commenced  with  a  malignant  disorder  of  this  nature  upon  the  body.  Being 
highly  infectious,  like  the  modem  plague  of  Turkey,  it  generally  brought  on  debility 
rapidly,  and  proved  &taL  When  the  plague  infested  London,  in  1665,  the  symptoma 
were  vomiting  blood,  with  fever ;  purple,  blue^  or  black  spots  on  the  body ;  sweUings 
in  the  groin,  arm  pits,  and  behind  the  ears. 

......  308,  line  19,  far  before  him,  read  previously 

836,    ...    6,  for  to  fimn  an  association,  read  of  forming  themselves  into  an  assodatioa 

Z68,    ...    9,  a/2er  resort,  addof  borrowing  money  for  pajring  interest  for 

• 391,  Note— Both  ferry  boats  now  belong  to  the  town  of  Aberdeen 

380,  line  33,  cfier  extremity  of,  add  King-street,  near 

......  402,    ...     1^  fl[/}er  accomplishing,  octet  the  execution  p£ 
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jIfardM,  l]i»  Mcioit  Dewu  of  the  R0maiii»  l«  2. 
Itse^mology^  5.  Clutftaw  granted  to^  by  King 
William  the  Lion,  8>  9.  Is  pilli«ed  by  £ftQm» 
0iie0ftheUBgaef Norway, 9-  Oiaitertoby 
Alexandor  IL  11.  Ditto  l^  Alexander  IIL  12. 
The  town  b  bnmt  by  aeddeotal  fire^  ibb  Ai^ 
ciMt  eonatitHtion  ef  ihe  borough,  18.  Caatle 
of  Aberdeen  u  taken  by  the  EngUih,  17; 
atoimed  by  the  eitisen^  and  rased,  Sa  Granti 
to  the  boron^  by  Bobeit  Bmee>  S8.  The 
towni8lnBntbytheSi«liah,S7.  Chazteraby 
King  DmM  II.  ik  Town  m^  ia  threatened  to 
be  burnt  by  Ae  Sail  of  Angna  and  edMT  NoUe 
Lords,  180.  Charter  granted  to  the  borough, 
by  the  English  commiwiionera  of  the  oommon« 
wealth,  -  -  -        880 

Abogne,  Jaaaas^  Viacovnt  of,  cotteeU  a  body  of 
feyaliatsat  Aberdeen,  811;  is  defieated  by  Mon- 
trose at  the  bridge  ef  De^  •  818 
JffHctm  CcfUMpukj,  toagistrates  hold  a  share  in, 

861 
itthnnasi,  thea^yifait  naasf  of  the  chief  magistnitat, 

18 
jii^M$,  the  Earl  of,  *  186,  181 

Ame,  Qoean,  is  piochumed  at  Aberdeen,     885 
Ardkar,  the  lands  of,  granted  by  Bishop  Dunbar 
to  the  Biagistmtes,  eounGil,  and  eenununity ,  for 
aenpert  of  the  bridge  of  Dee,  416,  467 ;  are 
aold  to  John  Leslie  of  Bal<pihain»    •  418 

Armour  of  the  dtiaens,  -  -     108 

Arran,  the  Earl  of,  Rflfent,  visits  the  town,    76 
As$tumti^  auMle  on  the  citiaens  for  varions  puiu 
posea,  .  .  190,877 

Aottatocit,  George,  of  Balmanno,  claims  the  fish- 
ings on  Don,  •  •  188 


B. 

JXoMermait,  ThtaMs,  oolonel  of  vdunteers, 

886,  458 

Baimu^  origin  of  the  office  of,  14;  list  of,  in  18th 
century,  •  .         noto,ib. 

JSarioiir,Johi^aididaacGn  of  Aberdeen,  ^ 

JBoMfe  of  Barra,  and  at  Aberdeen,  80;  ofHarlaw, 
49 ;  of  Corrichie,  118 ;  of  Crabestone,  180, 888; 
of  Aberdeen,  885  ;  of  Invemry,  in  1745,      80i 

Bon-ooconl,  origin  0^  81 ;  Abbot  and  Prior  of,  ^ 

Bonmgk^  diafiranchisement  of,  is  attempted  by  the 
Earl  of  Morton,  188.  Patrimonial  proper^  of^ 
is  giyen  off  infim  to  the  bui^gesses,  145 ;  pron 
eeedings  between  them  and  adminisitrators,  re« 
garding  the  id  of,  •  150,  et  aeq. 

Bomtmg  and  gotfing,  -  856 

Brtbner,  Alexander,  of  Leamie,  elected  proTos^ 
in  1818,  in  consequence  of  a  warrant  firana  the 
Prinee  Btgeat  in  eoimdl,  «  485 

Bmce,  King  Robert,  his  grants  and  diarters  to 
the  berou|^  88 ;  he  yiaits  Aberdeen,  85 

>■■  ■       King  David,  a  benefactor  to  the  town,  87; 

fdieved  ftom  his  o^vity  in  England,  on  payw 

ment  of  a  ransom,  Aberdeen  being  one  of  the 

boroughs  bound  for  the  stipulated  ram,       89 

Chriatiiii  and  Matilda,  -        90,  81 

David,  &c  •  •888 

BurgetMCi  of  guild,  atruggles  between,  and  the 
administrators  ef  the  town,  150, 818,  857,  485 

C. 
Gmol,  Aberdeenshire,  -  400^ 

Caa^,  Mr.  Andrew,  visits  tbe  town,  as  a  promoter 


of  the  covenant,  198;  he  is  appoixited  one  of 
the  ministers,  and  his  rigorous  proceedings 
against  the  people,  «  -         ft53 
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Casile^reei  is  levelled  and  inclosed  on  the  south 

side^  m  m  5 

Chamberlain's  Accounts  of  Scotland,  extracts  iacom, 

S9 

Charitable  donations  by  benevolent  uidividuals  to 
the  town,  undet  the  administration  of  the 
council,  .  .         -  246 

Charles  I.  approves  of  the  conduct  of  the  dtizena 
in  not  subscribing  the  covenant,  198 ;  his  let- 
ters to  the  magistrates,  198,  200,  218 ;  he  ad- 
dresses them  by  a  letter  from  Oxford,  217 ; 
his  interference  with  the  political  government 
of  the  borough,  -  ^    -  240 

I  ■■■  //.  returns  to  Scothmd,  and  repairs  to 
Aberdeoi,  where  he  resides  for  some  time,  226; 
address  to  him  by  the  magistrates,  en  his  re- 
stonidon,  •  .  .  280 

Cheyne,  John,  advocate,  supports  the  burgesses 
in  their  atruggles  with  the  administrators  of 
the  town  ;  he  is  elected  provost,  l62 

Church,  mvsic,  variance  among  the  pe<^e  con- 
cerning the  performance  of,  -         807 

■  I  session,  their  rigorous  proceedings  against 

the  peof^e,  -  -         177, 252 

Clerkj,  Town,  proceedings  regarding  the  office  of^ 

151 

Clocks,  public,       -       •  -  «  99 

Coinage  at  Aberdeen,  28,  $7,  87  >  in  drculatioii 
at  Aberdeen  in  l6th  century,  «        185 

Commerce,  progress  of,  -  82, 89}  87 

Common  indenture,  and  decree  arbitral  thereupon, 

150 

Conlribuiions  by  the  tow&  to^govemment, 

89,  104,  189 

Convention  of  royal  boroughs^  proceedings  regard- 
ing the  constitution  of  the  borough,  154 ;  their 
award  fixing  the  set,  &Ck  •  163 

Corporations  of  artificers,  original  institution  of; 
147;  commotion  among  them  regarding  their 
privileges,  148 ;  their  disputes  settled  by  de- 
creearUtral.on  the  common  indenture,  150; 
their  powers  in  the  council  defined  by  award 

.  of  the  convention  of  boroughs,  l68;  their  va- 
riances with  the  burgesses  with  regard  to  the 
application  to  the  king  for  a  warrant  for  a  new 
election,  •  .  425 

CorrectioH'house,  is  established,  -  257 


Corrichie,  (vicie  battle) 

Council,  Town,  and  office-bearers,  modes  of  elec- 
tions of,  79j  81 ;  charter  to,  fit>m  King  James 
VI.  for  continuing  the  members  during  life, 
158;  election  of,  for  1818,  -  485 

Covenant,  origin  of,  •  197 

Covenanters,  leaders  of,  repair  to  Aberdeen,  and 
require  the  citisens  to  subscribe  the  covenant, 
which  they  refused,  1 98.  They  afterwards  ac- 
cede to  it,  -  •  207 

Crabestone,  (vtie  battle) 

Craig,  John,  appointed  minister  of  Aberdeen,  115 

Cromwdl,  Oliver,  his  sdieme  of  an  union  of  Scot* 
land  and  England  into  one  ooBunonwealtli, 
agreed  to  by  Aberdeen,  -  -    229 

Cross  of  Aberdeen  •  -        407 

Cruke  dyke  demolished  by  the  Earl  of  Mar  and 
his  vassals,  .  •  281 

Cruives,  the  lands  olt,  acquired  by  the  town  fix>m. 
Bannerman  of  EUdc,  and  anntsed  to  tlie  bo- 
rough,        •  •  •        85 

Cumberland,  H.  R.  H.  the  Diike  of,  arrives  with 
the  royal  army  at  Aberdeen,  802 ;  entertains 
the  citizens  with  a  qplendid  ball,  808 ;  appoints 
twelve  citizens  governors  of  the  town,         ib. 

Customs  and  manners  of  the  citixens.in  eady  ages, 

88,  182^255 


Bauney,  Alexander^  colonel  of  volunteers, 

note,  ZS(^ 

Davidson,  Sir  Robert,  provost,  killed  at  the  battle 
of  Harlaw,  and  his  body  entombed  in  St.  Ni« 
eholas'  church,  •  -51 

IMt,  public,  due  to  the  town  at  the  tenninatioa 
of  the  civil  war,  247-  Debt  of  the  treasury  in 
1715,  249 ;  m  1€17,  and  proceedings  concern- 
ing, -  »  847,  et  seq. 

Dee,  river,  «.  -  9 

— —  bridge,  projected  by  Bishop  Elphinstmi,  and 
completed  by  Bishop  Dunbar,  41 6 ;  rebuilt  in 
1718,  419 ;  ^inds  belonging  to,  {tfide  Ardlair) 

420 

Denbum,  ancient  course  of,  .4 

Devana,  the  ancient  Aberdeen,  supposed  to  have 
beea  an  itinenux  station  of  the  Romans, 

notep.3L 
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DistiUerjf  and  brewery  at  Gilcomston^  S8S 

M  i  at  bridge  of  Don,  -  423 

Don,  river,  .  •  5, 420 

— —  bridge,  erected  Jl>7  King  Robert  Bruce,  421 ; 
donation  for  the  support  of,  by  Sir  Ales.  Hay, 
ib.;  funds  belonging  to,  -  428 

JDrerx  of  the  citiaensy  »  101,188 

E. 

Edmard  L  occupies  Aberdeen  with  his  army  in 
July  1296,  and  1808,  -  17, 18 

•— —  //.  sends  succours  for  retaking  the  castle 
ofAberdeen,  «  .22 

JEiecttoii  of  town  council  and  office-bearers  in  an« 
dent  times,  79;  for  the  year  1696,  annulled 
by  the  privy  council,  846 ;  for  the  year  171& 
warrant  for,  granted  by  the  king  in  coundl  to 
the  fonner  magistrates,  288;  ditto  in  1746, 

804 

■  of  magistrates  and  council  for  1817>  an« 

nulled  by  the  second  division  of  the  court  of 
session,  871 ;  warrant  granted  for  new  elee* 
tion  by  the  king  and  council  to  the  former 
magistrates,  429  ;  new  election  completed,  485 

Et^Usk  army  under  General  Monk  occupy  the 
town,  and  remain  in  it  for  several  years,  228. 
A  fine  of  L.12,000,  Scottish  money,  imposed 
upon  the  dtiaens,  but  remitted  by  order  of 
General  Monk,  •  •  ib. 


FeaHing,  eKtravagant»  of  the  dtixens,  restrained 

by  the  magistrates,  -  176 

Fsar#  of  the  county,  from  1649  to  17OO,  882 ; 

ditto,  Aom  1705  to  1817,  -  462 

Finlann,  WiUiam,  colonel  of  volunteers, 

note,  886 
life,  acddental,  in  the  Gallowgate,  290 ;  in  the 

Broadgate,  -  -  294 

Fishings,  sahnon  and  freedom  lands,  are  given 

off  in  feu  by  the  community,  -  145 

■   I  of  Don,  grant  a£,  to  Auchinleck  of  BaU 

manno,  is  revoked  by  King  James  128 

F/oc2(2f»,  battle  of,  -  -  64 

Forbes,  Lord,  and  other  nobles,  &c.  repair  to 

Aberdeen  on  the  death  of  King  James  III. 


and  proceedings  of  the  dtizens  on  that  occft- 

sion,  -  -  59 

Forbes,  Lord,  his  contest  with  the  community,  66 

Forbes,  John,  of  Pitsligo,  and  confederates,  invade 

the  town,  and  are  repulsed  by  the  dtizens,  67  ; 

theprovost  and  twenty-three  of  these  tried  before 

the  justiciary  court  on  that  account,  and  ac« 

quitted,  -  .68 

Fraser,  John,  defeats  the  English  at  Aberdeen,  20 

Fraser,  Lord,  takes  possession  of  Aberdeen  with 

a  body  of  loyalists,  «  «         209 

J^Kiiera/i  expensive,      «  «  182 


George  IJL  his  coronation  celebrated  in  the  town, 

808 

Gilcomsion,  village  of,  and  improvements,      887 

Glenlivai,  battle  of,        *  .  129 

Gordon,  Sir  John,  beheaded  at  Aberdeen,        1 19 

'        the  Duke  of,  arbiter  in  a  political  ques^ 

tion  between  the  administrators  of  the  borough 

244 
Gowrie^s  conspiracy,  a  poem  on,  is  composed,  by 

the  rector  of  the  grammar  school,  by  order  of 

iiie  magistrates,  •  -•  184 

Gray,  William  and  Gilbert^  provosts,  buried  with 

military  honours,  -  -  273 

Gregory,  David  and  James,        -  269>  270 

Gypsies,  under  George  and  John  Faw,  infest  the 

town,  but  are  expelled,        -  •  72 

H. 

Harbour  improvements,  variance  among  the  dti« 
zens  regarding  the  plan  of,  839 ;  improvements 
of,  during  different  periods,  «  89O 

Harlaw,  battle  o^        -  -  51 

Hay,  Sir  Alexander,  his  donation  for  the  support 
of  the  bridge  of  Don,  -  421 

Heriot,  Adam,  first  protestant  mkiister,  114 

HunUy,  the  Earl  of,  bond  of  man*rent  granted  to, 
by  the  magistrates  and  community,  55;  re- 
quires the  dtizens  to  join  him  at  the  Cabracb, 
which  they  dedine,  -  .57 

■  appointed  provost  of  Aberdeoi,  74 

defeated  at  Corrichie,  and  proceedings 
against  his  lordship's  fiunily,  -  1 1 S 
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Huniif,  donAtiant  to^  bj  themagistlsiittt  andcoiui- 
ca,       •        -  -  -        132 

g.i  i  ■!■■  the  Marqaifl  of,  in  advanced  to  the  dignity 
by  %mg  James  VJ.  132 ;  his  lordship's  recep- 
tioD  by  the  citiaens,  •  ibid. 

—  i    H  I  I »f  is  seiied  by  the  Earl  of 

Montrose^  and  carried  prisoner  to  Edinburgh, 
208;  he  makes  preparations  for  commencing  hos« 
tilities  against  the  covenanters,  219 ;  carries  off 
the  provost  and  two  haillies  prisoners,  ibid. ;  in- 
vades the  town,  and  imposes  severe  conditions 
on  the  inhabitants,  ibid.;  evacuates  it,  220; 
defeats  the  covenanters  under  Colonel  Mont- 
gomery, and  allows  Aberdeen  to  be  plundered 
by  hisarmy,  225 ;  falls  a.victim  to  the  severity 
of  the  covenanters,  -  .  -  ibid. 

s  'M  abandons  the  cause  of  the  rebeb  in  the 
year  1715,  -  .  2«r 

I. 

ImpravemeaU  of  the  town,  379 ;  ditto  of  the 
county,  -  -  467 

Ifme9,  John,  is  fined,  diafivmchiaed,  and  imprisoii- 
ed,  for  (^posing  assessments,  and  for  o&ring 
indignity  to  the  magistrates,  -  251 

/rvwir.  Sir  Alexander,  of  Drum,  is  killed  at  die 
battle  of  Harkw,  «•  51 

*    I  t     ■! —  ■'  bis  son,  isappeinted.  by  the 

citiaens  governor  of  Aberdeen,  •  S^ 

J. 

Jamei  L  a  bond  for  the  ransom  of,  is  granted  to 
England,  by  Abefdeen,  and  three  other^  royal 
barooghs,  «  •  52 

— ^i-  //.  visits  the  tows^  54 ;  his  queen  presenled 
with  100  merks  by  thecomngomity,  ibid. 

•vOT-  ///.  a  bend  granted  to,  by  the  magistrates, 
Ibr  the  delivery  of  IQ  ksU  of  salmon,  6Q; 
I^ord  Foihee  and  others  apply  to  the  cjliaena 
with  legard  to  punishing  the  traitors  who  had 
been  this  cause  of  his  cfeaMi,  -  ibid. 

•— ^  IV.  visita  the  tovi^  01 ;  his  nanriage  with 
the  Ptincess  Maigaret  of  England,  attended  by 
the  provost  and  other  citiaens,  63 ;  the  queee 
visits  Uie  town,  ibid ;  the  king  killed  at  the 
battle  of  Floddep,  -  •  64 


James  V.  visits  tlie  town,  and  granis  a  wmission  to 
the  community,  65 ;  adireMes  a  letter  to  the 
magistrates,  approving  of  their  opposing  landed 
men  or  barons,  -  -  70 

«»—  VI,  visiu  the  town,  125,  I2B ;  married  to 
Anne  of  Denmark,  12O;  part  of  hb  queen's 
dowry  lent  to  the  town,  127 ;  a:  ship  fitted  out 
by  Aberdeen,  for  conveying  them  home,  ibid. ; 
his  decree  arbitral  on  reference  by  the  burgesses 
and  administraton  <»f  the  town,  lOt  ;  he  is  caU 
led  to  the  dirone  of  England,  134 ;  letoms  to 
Scothmd,  13d;  his  servaoU  and  attendants  ro« 
pair  to  Aberdeen,  ibid. ;  apoemonfaisxetomto 
Scotland,  by  David  Wedderbum,  rector  of  the 
grammar  school,  «  «  471 

*— ..  VIL  procbdmed  at  Abevdeeii,  232 ;  hia  in- 
terference with  the  political  gqverwnent  ef  the 
borough,  m      .         .      m  245 

Jameson,  George,  painter,  m  267 


fUiMfpiiig,  traflle  of,  m  119^ 

Kimghomy  the  Earl  oC  appointed  goifemor  of 

Aberdeen,  by  the  Earl  of  Montrees^  205 

JTii^f-ifree^  made  out,  .»  -380 


Zas^fMsj^ef  Aberdeen  in  the  14lh  century,      S5 

Leper^house,  grant  ef  fuel  to,  by  chaitsr  fimn 
King  James  VI.  -  -  I66 

Leprosy  among  the  inhabitants,        -  ibid. 

Lemtoa,  the  Duke  ftf,  vimta  the  town,  as  iori 
Keutenant  of  the  north,  *  130 

Ijswmt,  gslley,  of  Ametaidam^  wieohed  on  die 
sands  of  Belhelvie,  •  -  961 

Leys,  Thesnas,  provost  of  Aberdeen,  iolMidnoes 
in  ahead  court  overtures  regarding  new  street^ 
343;  Cobnelofvokntecrs,    .        •  460 

JLeadon,  first  diarter  to,  by  William  the  Con- 
queror, -  -  T 

Lordship,  purchasing,  erigia  el^  and  Municipal 
law  against,  •  .8^ 

M. 

Manners  andcustems  of  the  dtiaens^  3S,  138,255 
Mant^aciures^ indicatiens  o^  134;  progress  ot, 

257,  260 
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Mar,  Oe  Sail  o^  and  hki  rumh,  demoiidi  die 
Cniive  djke^  881 ;  hetds  die  sebdUion  m  1715^ 

Mareket  of  the  town,  -  881 

MarUeM,  the  EaA,  ffffmuat  of  Aberdeen,  ool- 
kcts  e  body  ef  men  to  oppose  die  loyalitti, 

SOS 

Marriages,  births,  and  boriala,  tables  o^  188,  879 

Marshal,  John,  attempts  to  propagate  the  doc- 
trines 01  refivmatiMi  of  religion,  but  is  reslniii* 
ed  by  the  mi^gistrates,  .  110 

Msarg,  Qeeeii»  dowaipr,  Tisits  the  town,  77 

Mary,  Queen,  -arrives  in  die  town,  and  is  pre- 
sented by  the  magistrates  with  8000  meiltt, 

115 

Mensies,  Akaumier,  pvovost,  and  other  dtieens, 
attebd  die  eitaanisadon  «r  tfaft  meiffii^  ot 
XSng  James  IV.  .  68 

•  I  I  Andrew,  pvovosti  one  of  die  judges  of 
dkasapiemeoivilooartat  Abevieen,  85 

David,  one  of  thehoetageefer  die  ran* 

eemef  King- James  Iw  -  58 

I    Gilbert,  ii  nominated  principal  town 
derk,  •  .  151 

■■■  Gilbert,  provost,  his  Ibor  sons,  and  other 
citisens,  are  tried  before  the  high  oovrt  of  jus- 
ticiary, at  Tiinlithgow,  fiir  assauhii^  and 
wounding  Feibe^  younger  cxf  Brim;  and  ac- 
quitted, -  ^  note,  G9 

■  ■ '  Gilbert,  df  Pitfoddels,  is  remoyed  fiom 
the  town  coundl,  in  1688,  by  reason  of  his 
being  afaarai,andrepreasntadveinpailiaiiisnt 
ftr-  dtt  county,  «  •         848 

— — *-  FMiidr,  bmlMe^  is  delegated  by  die  d. 
Cisens  to  repair  to  Edinburgh,  to  expfaan  to  the 
B^gent- Morton  dieir  interference  in  the  oon- 
tsfts  betwiat  die  Gordons  and  Forbceses,   180 

■■■I  Paid,  of  Kinaanndy,  provost,  attends  the 

coronation  of  King  Charles  I;  and  is  knighted 

188 

•-"-•*—  Ihomasi  provost,  comptr^Ier  to  the 
queen^  .  -  77 

"  is  delegated,  along  with  David 

Mar>  baaUe,  to  repdr  to  Edmbnrgh,  to  treat 
and  condude  regarding  Queen  Mary's  mar« 
risgewidi  die  DaupUn  of  France,       »     189 


MsMzies,  Thomas,  of  Dom  isDonunatedprindpal 
town  derk  by  the  coundl,  and  the  appoint- 
ment confirmed  by  the  community,  151 
■■■I  I  isappmnted  commissioner  ftom 
the  town  council  to  the  convention  of  borouj^, 
in  the  political  struggles*  with  the  buiyawo^ 

156 
repairs  to  the  court  of  Eng« 


land,  and  presents  a  valuable  pearl  to  King 
James  VI.  and  is  knighted,  -  187 

MidMeburgh,  Staple  of,  Scottish  merchanfts  esta« 
blishedat,  -  ^33 

Mills,  Town's  public,  given  off  in  feu,  151  ;  re. 
deemed  from  the  vassal,  in  consideration  of  5000 
merks  paid  by  tha:town>  166;  histoiy  of,  40$ 
Mmskrds,  Tcom's  public,  -  96 

MM^eslablidied  at  Aberdeen,         *         10,  US 
Jtiiracfe  plays  or  mysteries,        -  -         89 

JtftMMttMeoitf  occurrences,         -       78,  189>  S87 
Mmasieries  of  the  friars  demolished  by  Ae  re* 
mrmersy  ••  «•  118 

Mqoto^  General,  hie  army  oppresses'  the  town^  and* 
pillages  die  county,  -  216 

Mmtross,  the  £arl  of,  takes  possession  of  die  town 
with  the  army  of  the  covenanters,  905;  marches 
to  Inveruiy,  ibid. ;  breaks  up  his  encampment 
there,aiidretimistt>  Aberdeen,  906;  imposssa 
contribution  of  100,000  mcnrks  on  the  dti« 
aens,  207 ;  sends  four  of  the  citizens  as  com- 
missianers  to  the  tables  at  Edinburgh,  ibid. ; 
a  fine  of  40,000  merks  imposed|dpon  them, 
ibid;  he  nuut^es  to  the  soudi,  with  the  Mar- 
quisofHundy  as  a  prisoner,  d08;  returns  to 
Aberdeen,  encamps  in  the  Links,  and  imposes  a 
osntributien  of  10,000  merks  on  the  dtiaens, 
£10 ;  marches  northward,  returns  and  defeats 
the  army  of  the  Viscount  of  Aboyne  at  die 
bridge  €i  Dee,  £19 ;  imposes  a  contribution  of 
7000  merks  on  the  town,  •  918 

■  ■  the  Marquis  of;  advanced  to  die  dig- 

nity by  King  Charles  I.;  mardies  towards 
Aberdeen^  991 ;  defeats  the  army  of  die  co- 
venanters under  Lord  Burleigh,  sacks  the 
town,  and  massacres  many  of  the  inhabitants, 
999;  marches  from  the  town,  998;  takes 
and  plunders   Dundee,  ibid;    defeated  by 
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General  Leslie^  and  afterwards  taken  by  the 
covenanters  and  beheaded^  one  of  his  quarters 
being  sent  to  Aberdeen^  -  224 

Monirage,  borough  of^  warrant  granted  by  the 
king  in  council  for  a  poll  election^  367 

Mofiificaiiaru  for  charitable  purposes,  under  the 
administration  of  the  town  council,  246 

Municipal  laws  established^       31,  32,  183,  273 

N. 
Nicholas,  Saint  of  the  borough,  hb  anniversary 
day  celebrated  by  the  citizens,  -  91 


Pageants  and  plays  by  the  artificers,        •        94 
Parliament  o£  Great  Britain,  Provost  John  Gordon 
is  elected  commissioner  to,  by  the  Aberdeen  dis- 
trict of  boroughs,  -  •  236 
•^— — ««—  of  Scotland,  Aberdeen  sends  ccMnmis- 
sicmersto,            «                   -              29,  84 
Patrimony  of  the  borough,  ancient  rental  of,    IO6 
■     I              is  given  oiTin  feu  to  the 
,  burgesses,                -                        «           144 
Pearl  presented  to  King  James  VI.  by  Thomas 
Menxies,  provost,                   •  137 
HjiiU(y,batdeof,20cifaaenskilledat,       -      75 
Plague  infests  the  town,  99 ;  carries  of  I6OO  of 
the  inhabitants  in  the  year  |647«        «        27*0 
PJi^s,  religious  and  secular,               -  90 
Pofi^icf  of  the  borough  in  the  year  1588,  153;  in 
the  year  1752,  306;  in  1783,  317;  and  in 
1817,                -                         -                357 
Poll  election  of  royal  boroughfl^  warrants  granted 
for,  by  the  king  in  council,        «        367,  431 
Population  of  the  town  during  various  periods, 
S6,  103,  186, 274,  382 
P^it,  trade  of,              -                   -              259 
Ports,  Gallowgate,  Justice,  Futtie,  Trini^,  Ne« 
therkirkgate,  and  Upperkirkgate,                377 
Pox,  Small,  introduction  of,  in  the  town,        I68 
Printing,  origin  and  eonmiencement  o^  in  the 
town,  174;  progneas  of,  and  printers  of  Aber- 
deen,                 -                   •                   26s 
Privateers  fitted  out  from  Aberdeen  during  the 
American  war,            -                -                310 
Post'-40ice,  origin  of,. and  establishment,         262 
Provisions,  price  0^  at  diffecent  periods^  106,  280 


Punishments  inflicted,   180,  181.    Vide  niisoel« 
laneous  occurrences. 

Q. 

Quakers,  origin  of,  in  Aberdeen,  254 ;  oppressed 

by  the  magistrates,  -  255 

Quarters  into  which  the  town  is  divided,        381 


Baban,  Edward,  first  printer  established  in  Aber- 
deen, -  -  174 
Rebellion  ia  1715,283;  ditto  in  1745,  and  pro- 
ceedings in  the  town,  -  296 
Becord  Office,  -  -  409 
Reform  in  the  political  afiairs  of  the  borough* 

Vide  pontics  of  the  borough. 

Reformation  oife^ffiQn^  and  prooeediogs  in  the 

town  at  the  introduction  of,    .        -  109 

Rdigifms  ceremonies  in  ancient  times,      «  .     97 

Rental  of  the  ancient  patrimopy  of  the  town,  JO6 

22 jo(,  military,  -  -  305^337- 

Rioting  and  meal-mobbing,  -       .257, 309 

Roads,  turnpike,  centering  at  Aberdeen,  389  ;  the 

extent  of  the  lines,  and  executing  them,      469 

Robert  IL  his  durter  of  the  lands  of  Rubislaw  to 

the  bcnrough,  •  -  478 

Robin  Hood  and  Litde  John,  -  98 

Bubi^nf,  the  lands  of^  annexed  to  the  borou^, 

478 

S. 
Saint  Andrew's  collegia  David  firuce  and  six  othar 
students  ^belonging  to,  driven  ashore  in  an  open 
boat  near  the  Cor^  and  cared  for  by  the  mn>» 
'  gistrates,  -  «  288 

S^dmon,  ancient  stiqple  commodity,         -         15 
Salsnon  fishings  of  Dee  and  Don  granted  in  pro- 
perty by  King  Robert  Bruce  to  the  oommnnity» . 
23 ;  given  ofi*in  feu  to  the  bmgesses,         144 
5aft  work  at  Nig,  .  -  424 

Searci^  and  die»rth  in  the  end  of  the  17th.cen« 
tury,  272;  in  the  year  1740,  290;  in  J767, 
309;. ia  1782, 311 ;  in  1799,  -  ^36. 

Seton  of  Meldrum»  his  contest  with  the  atinmis, 

64 
Shipping  €l£  the  jfOTt,        «  «  261 

Shipwrecks,  -  -  342,  344 
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SMpi  of  war  fitted  out  by  Aberdeen^  71 ;  one  fit* 
ted  out  to  convoy  the  king  and  queen  from 
Denmark,         •  .  127 

Spaw,  WeU  of,  -  »  388 

Stocket,  forest  of,  3;  granted  in  property  to 
the  conununity  by  Robert  Bruce,        -        23 

Stocking  manufacture,  introduction  of,  in  Aber- 
deen^ -  -  258 

Streets,  new,  proceedings  in  head  courts  and  town 
council,  regarding,  347;  Appendix,  437 

Stuart  of  Inchbreck  -  478 

Suburbs  and  environs  of  Aberdeen,        •        385 


Taixali,  original  people  of  Aberdeenshire,  8 

TAeofrtco/ amusements  introduced  in  Aberdeen, 

by  Lawrence  Fletcher  and  his  company,  173 
Tower,  Alexander,  colonel  of  volunteers,  note, 

p.  336 ;  and  Appendix,  .  460 

Town-house  and  prison,  •  403 

Treasury,  embarrassment  of  the  affairs  of,  347 
Tflfniptifce  roads,  •  «  389 


INDEX.  489 

rt>ginui-^ree/,formerly  thetrack  of  Trinity  bum,  4 
Volunteer  corps  raised  in  Aberdeen  in  1745,  303; 

in  1756,  308;  in  1778,  310;  in  1794,  334. 

Vide  Appendix,  •  -  459 


U. 


Union^^treet  made  out, 

V. 

Venereal  disease,  origin  o^  in  the  town^ 
Vespasiana,  Boman  jffovince  of. 
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Wallace,  Sir  William,  attacks  the  castle  of  Aber« 
deen,  18 ;  he  is  taken  and  betrayed  to  the  En- 
glish, beheaded  at  London,  and  one  of  his 
limbs  sent  to  the  town,  .  19 

War,  dvil,  commencement  of^  at  Aberdeen,  203  ; 
new  war  breaks  out,  217;  company  of  foot 
sent  by  the  town  to  the  army  in  England,  218 

War  with  France  occasions  considerable  losses  of 
ships  belonging  to  the  town,  •  308 

^fopofuAaiv  of  the  citizens,  «  101 

Wedderbum,  David,  rector  of  the  gnonmar  school, 
by  order  of  the  magistrates  composes  a  poem  on 
the  return  of  King  James  VI.  to  Scotland,  91, 

136,  471 

Wells  and  streets,  &c  oommissionen  of,        411 

William  the  Lion,  his  chartera  to  the  citixens,  8, 
9;  his  residence  in  the  town,  10;  he  erects  a 
palace  in  the  east  end  of  the  Green,  which  he 
bestows  on  the  monks  of  the  Holy  Trinity, 
ibid.;  establishes  an  exchequer  in  the  south 
end  of  the  CasUegate,  -  .        ibid* 

William  and  Mary,  address  to,  on  their  ascending 
the  throne  of  Britain,  m  234 


3^  Cioiier  tojronipage  9. 


ABinniKN : 

Printed  by  D.  Chalmers  &  Co. 

Addphi  Court. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google    — 


1 


Digitized  by 


Google 


